SAIGON (MACV) — When the
emergency curfew ends in Sai-

gon it will mean that Task Force
Ware was successful. And it will
mean that Ho Chi Minh’s plan
to take over the South Vietnam-
ese capital by overt military ac-
tion has failed. His plans for a
popular uprising of the Saigon
populace will have been futile.

In Saigon, the Tet truce was
brought to a bitter end at 3 a.m.
on Jan. 31 when a Viet Cong
suicide squad attempted to oc-
cupy and destroy the American
Embassy. This action was fol-
lowed closely by similar attacks
on other U.S. and Vietnamese

military and governmental in-
stallations in the greater Saigon
area.

Within hours Task Force Ware
became operational. At 10:30
a.m. twe U.S. Army officers and
an enlisted man kicked off the
task force in two rooms of the
Saigon headquarters of = the
Capital Military District.

By 4 p.m. on Feb. 13, the task
force troops, working in coordi-
nation with Allied and South
Vietnamese forces, had killed
more than 3,800 enemy in and
around Saigon. They had taken
1,123 prisoners, held about 4,500

detainees and captured 1,426 as-

sorted weapons,

Headed by Army Major Gen-
eral Keith L. Ware, the task
force used troops allocated by
the U.S. II Field Force,' Vietnam.
Working closely with Ware
troops were elements of the
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army avia-
tion, Vietnamese Army and Air
Force, Australians, Vietnamese
National Police, U.S. Army mili-
tary police. Even the local
militia, called the Vietnamese
Regional Force battalion, was
on the line,

The enemy attacked Saigon
with nine battalions - and ele-
ments of a regiment. They had
infiltrated into the area during
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~ Villagers Form Vigilantes;
~ Fight Viet Cong Terrorists

CAMP TFRENZELL JONES

: (USA)—When Viet Cong ftroops

€ infiltrated the little village of

F._ - Ho Nai that hugs the perimeter

. of the 199th Light Infantry

C«" Brigade’s main base, they ex-

- pected widespread support from

g the willagers. They also ex-

pected food to replenish them

before they launched their at-

| tack against the Long Binh mili-
; tary complex.

k- Instead of widespread support

from the villagers, they found

themselves against an organized

vigilante force of villagers. In-
stead of food, they found bare
foed storage in the homes that
they forced themselves into.
The wvillagers simply deserted
the Viet Cong, going to places
of refuge—and place from which
they terrorized the terrorists.
Residents of Ho Nai formed
their own forces to fight the
Viet Cong in their area im-
mediately after the VC attack
on the Long Binh-Bien Hoa mili-
tary complex at 3 a.m. on Janu-

ary 31,

Medal Of Honor
Awarded To Sgt.

- LONG BINH (USA) — The
Medal of Honor was posthu-
mously awarded to Sergeant
Donald R. Long for conspicuous
gallantry in exposing himself to
heavy enemy fire and giving up
his life for his comrades.

On June 30, 1966 as a member
of Treop C, 4th Cavalry, 1st In-
fangry Division, a Viet Cong
regiment attacked his unit and
another supporting troop.

The 26-year-old sergeant was
cited for repeatedly exposing
himself to enemy fire at point-
blank range to provide needed
Tesupply. Abandoning the rela-
tive safety of his armored per-
sonnel carrier, he ‘“braved a
withering hail of enemy fire” to
carry wounded men to evacua-
tion helicopters.

As his comrades attempted to
ount his carrier, the Black-
fort, Ohio sergeant fearlessly
stood unprotected to repel the

enemy with rifle fire and
grenades. :
: Again as the enemy threatened
] t0 overrun a disabled carrier
f nearby, Sergeant Long disre-

garded his own safety to help
the severely wounded crew to
safety.

As he reorganized the less
seriously wounded for a counter-
attack, an enemy grenade was
1 hurled onto the carrier deck.

Sergeant Long shouted a warn-

B

ing and pushed one man to safe-
ty. He then threw himself onto

eight men at the loss of his own.
Mrs. Marve Y. Gordon, the
sergeant’s sister, received the
Medal from Army Secretary
Stanley R. Resor at a Pentagon
ceremony for her brother,

the grenade, saving-the lives of

The Ho Nai vigilanies have
detained an undetermined num-
ber of Viet Cong raiders who in-
filtrated their village during the
battle, turning their captives
over to Vieinamese district
authorities, ARVN units and to
U.S. units. ;

They also captured VC equip-
ment, turning it over fo the
allies. Recently a villager hailed
a passing U.S. Army jeep, hand-
ing over to the driver a Viet
Cong telephone switchboard that
he had captured and hidden
until he could turn it over to
friendly forces.

The villagers’ plan also in-
volved setting up road check
points, listening posts in the
area, and burning foliage
around the village that would
otherwise provide cover for the
Viet Cong.

The concept of formulating
vigilante groups was perhaps a
normal reaction for the villag-
ers, many of whom are refugees
from the north who came south
to escape Communist terrorism.
The 199th Brigade carries out
an intensive civil affairs pro-
gram in the village and other
hamlets in the area.

the festivities of Tet. They came
in two’s and three's, drew cash-
ed weapons and rations inside
the city, and were joined by local
Viet Cong. :
Among their initial principle
targets were the sprawling Tan
Son Nhut air base and the U.S.
Embassy. Even before the task
force was formally in operation,
U.S. cavalrymen and airborne
troops, military police, Air
Force security guards and Viet-
| namese troops were in action,
As fast as someone could say
“mount up,” two troops of the
25th Infantry Division's 3rd
Squadron, 4th Cavalry, at Cu
Chi reacted to establish con-
tingency plans and were on their
way to Saigon. They arrived
quickly at the air base to link
up with U.S. Air Force security
forces and ARVN troops to stave
off the enemy attack. .

The fight at the Embassy was

Defends Saigon

another matter, The Marine
guards and military police need-
ed help. Troops of the 101st Air-
borne were moved by helicopter
to the Embassy’s roof. When the
fight was over, 19 enemy were
dead and one was detained.

Action began to take place be-
tween the friendly forces and the
enemy throughout the morning,
and by 10:30 a.m. Task Force
Ware was in full swing. As fast as
Army Lieutenant General Fred-
rick C. Weyand, the II Field
Force commander, could allocate
forces and firepower, they joined
the task force. The Government
of Vietnam, meanwhile, called
in 15 crack battalions of Ma-
rines, Airborne and Rangers.

According to Task Force Com-
mander Ware, ‘‘The majority of
the fighting in Saigon was being
done by the Vietnamese mili-
tary and paramilitary forces.

(Continued on Back Page)

An element of Task Force Ware patrols a Saigon streef,

LONG BINH (USA) — The
Medal of Honor was posthumous-
ly awarded to Private First
Class Lewis Albanese who lost
his life while enabling his pla-
toon to successfully advance a-
gainst a numerically superior
force.

Italian-born PFC Albanese

SHAMBLES—Burned out buildings are mute evidence to the fierce fighting that took place in
many Vietnamese cities during the Tet offensive,

(USA PHOTO By Sp4 Peter Bie)

ltalian-born PFC
Earns U.S.

was a member of Company B,
5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st
Air Cavalry Division on Dec.
1, 1966 when his platoon received
intense automatic weapons fire
from close range. X

He was ordered to provide se-
curity for the left flank as other
members moved to assault the
enemy position. Suddenly, the
flank received fire from the
enemy in a well-concealed ditch.
PFC Albanese fixed his bayo-
net, moved into the ditch and
silenced the sniper.

As the platoon advanced, a
pitched battle ensued in the
ditch; a well-organized complex
of enemy defenses had been de-
signed to bring devastating
flanking fire on the friendly
forces.

The 22-year-old soldier advanc-
ed 100 meters along the trench
and killed six snipers who were
armed with automatic weapons.
Having exhausted his ammuni-
tion supply, he was mortally
wounded when he engaged and
killed two more enemy soldiers

in fierce hand-to-hand combat. -

The Medal was presented to
PFC Albanese’s mother, Mrs.
Giannina Albanese, by Army
Secretary Stanley R. Resor at
a Pentagon ceremony. PFC Al-

banese attended Franklin High
School in his hometown of Seat-- ~

tle, Wash.
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Editorial

l The Redl Pro's ‘

The “pro” is the guy who knows what he’s doing. The

one who is in “the big leagues.” In America, to call
someone a “real pro” is to pay him the highest com-
pliment. ; ;
In his recent congratulatory message to the men and
women of his command, General Westmoreland used the
term professional in regard to their conduct during the
recent enemy offensive. It is a compliment to all members
of the U.S. armed forces team in country, one each mem-
ber should take great pride in.

1t is also a quality each man and woman serving in
Vietnam should strive to achieve through his tour in the
Republic and their service career.

It does not strain logic to point out that every
assignment here is directly related to the primary task of
securing the peace and independence of South Vietnam.
Thus, how well each of us performs in his ‘assigned job
reflects on how successful the varied missions and opera-
tions will be.

The “pro” is the guy or gal who gives his best all the
way. Sure, he may gripe, have “bad days” when he’s
tired or not feeling well—the “pro” is a human being—
not a supertrooper, but the “pro” has that little extra
push that gets out that much more effort.

The accolade paid by our commander recently was
well earned. May it always continue to be in the best
traditions of all our services—by all the “Real Pro’s—
the big leaguers in uniform.” (MACV}

Gen Vien Sends
Letter Of Thanks

SAIGON (MACV)—General Cao Van Vien,
chief of the Joint General Staff, RVNAF, extended
his thanks and admiration to U.S. servicemen in
Vietnam for their actions during the recent Tet
offensive.

In a letter to General Westmoreland, General
Vien wrote, “I wish to extend to you and to all mem-
bers of your command my sincerest thanks and ad-
miration for the outstanding moral and material sup-
port given to the RVNAF during the recent Com-
munist offensive . . . ;

“The total cooperation and unity of effort of
our Armed Forces were the essential factors in blunt-
ing the enemy assault . . . :

« . . Prompt effective participation of U.S.
Forces to help relieve the enemy pressure on critical
areas is especially appreciated . . .

“On behalf of the Republic of Vietnam Armed
Forces, I wish to again thank you for your assistance
and through you, all members of your command who
still are fighting for the complete restoration of order
< and the eventual victory.”

.deficiencies
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JustInCase

You Have
Not Heard
Leaving VN?
Must Have
Current Shots

SAIGON (MACV) — Fewer
servicemen will be turned away
at planeside as they leave Viet-
nam thanks to a tighter policy
on immunization checks. An
increase in the number of peo-
ple denied permission to leave
the country has been traced to
in their shot re-
cords: incomplete personal in-
formation, all required immun-
izations not taken, or too great
a time lapse between the ori-
ginal shot and re-immunization.

Commanders and Sponsors
have been given the task of
checking the shot records of per-
sonnel in their area of respon-
sibility. This includes a final
check one week before the de-

parting individual boards a
plane to leave the country.
The designated supervisors

will check the completeness of
personal entries including the
subject’s signature, as well as
insuring that all shots are taken
at the proper time, duly en-
tered and authenticated. In the
case of smallpox vaccine the au-
thentication must include the
type of vaccine, origin, and
batch number plus the date and
the doctor’s signature. The cho-
lera immunization must be au-
thenticated by a doctor’s signa-
ture. There is a six day waiting
period on cholera shot if the re-
immunization was more than six
months after the previous shot.

'PAL' Mail
Established

WASHINGTON—A new public
law which went into effect Jan.
7, is designed to enhance mail
service to, from and between
military post offices and will re-
sult in considerable savings to
the sender.
This law created a new cate-
gory ‘“Parcel Air Lift” which
is known by its initials—(PAL).
It is for parcels weighing not
more than 30 pounds and meas-
uring not moie than 60 inches
in length and girth combined.

gular surface parcel post zone
rate of postage plus a special
fee of $1 to cover the domestic
air transportation. This new
PAL category does not deprive
the mailer of the SAM option
for parcels weighing five pounds
or less. : :

Both PAL and SAM mail will
have equal priority as space
available mail between San
Francisco/Seattle post offices
and the armed forces post of-
fices overseas.

Respect
Their Beliefs

Vietnamese believe saints
are to be found everywhere.
Some can be found in deep
caves, on high mountains
and in big banians trees.
The most common saint-god
is Tho-Dia or god of the
earth. They worship their
saints in small temples call-
ed Mieu.

The sender must pay the re--

... AND ANOTHER THING MULDOONZ. .
STOP REFERING 10 ME AS A"LIFER".{?

- SAIGON (MACV) — General
Westmoreland has announced
the launching of the Tet Aggres-
sion Relief Project (TARP), a
voluntary program to assist
Vietnamese civilians who fell
innocent victim to the brutal
Viet Cong and North Vietnam-
ese offensive over the Lunar
New Year holidays.

The project began Feb. 22 and
will be carried out through
April 2. -

Under TARP guidelines, U.S.
personnel working for the De-
partment of Defense in Vietnam
—who are in physical contact
with victims of the communist-
initiated aggression — are en-
couraged to provide assistance
to those in need of it. Voluntary
contributions may however, be
accepted from other individuals
and organizations.

Further TARP guidelines state
that the voluntary centributions
solicited from U.S. personnel
should be made a part of an
organization’s Civic Action Pro-
gram. Efforts to provide relief
to the Vietnamese people
through this project should be
coordinated with the Senior Ad-

visor of the province in which

Tet Relief Project
Now In Progress

the organization is operating.
The civilian population suffer-
ed heavily in the battles that
raged throughout Vietnam.
Many innocent civilians were
killed, some of whom had de-
pendents who are now in im-
mediate need of help. And many
Vietnamese were left homeless
and in need of food and clothing,

Some EM Get
Early Outs

WASHINGTON — The early
release program of enlisted per-
sonnel wishing to enter college
has been amended by the De-
partment of Defense to include
those seeking a two-year as-
sociate degree.

Defense Department officials
said this is the only major
change to DOD Instruction 1352.-
15, which had been limited to
candidates for a baccalaureate
or higher degree .

Instructions on implementa-
tion of the change are being
written by the individual milita-
ry departments who administer
the program. '

——

DOD ‘Testifi

WASHINGTON — The Depart-
ment of Defense is continuing its
support of legislation to protect
servicemen and their families
from obscene and harassing
telephone calls.

The bill would make such calls
“in interstate or foreign com-
merce” a federal offense. Its
provisions would also apply to
the District of Columbia.

“The impact of these acts on
the moral and well-being of each
service member and his family
directly affected is obvious,” a
DOD witness told a House Inter-
state and Foreign Commerce
Subcommittee conducting hear-
ings Jan. 30.

DOD recognizes the overall
problem of obscene and harass-
ing communications goes beyond
service families, the witness
said, but gave the committee
these facts:

From about May 1965 to date,
DOD has identified 205 known
incidents of harassment.

Not all the incidents were by
telephone, but came through a

Editor

variety of means such as let-

es' Agains

Harassing Phone Calls

ters, post cards, telegrams, and
even face-to-face visits.

Their nature ‘“has included
everything from false reports of
death or injury to threats, de-
mands for money for the Viet
Cong, and gloating comment on
the actual death of servicemen.”

Svc Sirength
Totals Listed

WASHINGTON Defense
Department has announced total

1967 was 3,398,711, an increase

last day of 1966.

The totals for each service,
including and reserves on active
duty, officer candidates, cadets;

emies and midshipmen at the
Naval Academy, are: Army,
1,463,002, Navy, 746,617; Marines,
9298,486; and Air Force, 890,606

The 1967 figure is about 65,000
more than the 1966 year-end

total.

@

numerical strength on Dec. 31,

from the figure reported on the

at the Military and Air Acad- .

pro
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Students

i ®
Receive

: e_® :

Tuition
SAIGON (USA)—Ten students

from the University of Saigon

were selected for scholarships

fu_nded by the men of the 506th
Field Depot here recently.

‘The idea originated with
Nguyen Van Van, chairman of
the Evangelical Church Social
Relief Activity of Vietnam and

Page 3

He Works With USAID And CORDS

capilain with 25 years of medi-
cal experience coordinates U.S.
efforts toward better health in
a large portion of South Viet-
nam,

Captain Walter S. Matthews,

'\ Engineer Unit

' ARVN's Oldest

president of the Board of
Trustees for the University of
Saigon. He approached Chaplain
Roger Knutsen of the 264th Sup-
ply and Service Battalion for
support.

Recognizing Vietnam’s need
for leadership in technical fields,
the 506th responded immedi-
ately, deciding at a recent meet-
ing of the Depot Civie Action
Fund to sponsor ten deserving
students.

The students, most of whom
are studying to become doctors
and teachers, were interviewed
by the board of governors and
received their scholarships at
the depot headquarters.

On hand to present the schol-
arships were Brigadier General
M. MecD. Jones, commanding
general, U.S. Army Support
Command, Saigon; Lieutenant
Colonel John D. Murray, presi-
dent of the Civic Action Fund
Council; and Colonel J.P. Alex-
ander Jr., commanding officer
of the 506th Field Depot.,

HOI AN (USA) — The 102d

- Army of the Republic of Vietnam

Engineer Battalion has just cele- .

brated its 15th anniversary here

and discovered that the 15th
year was one of its busiest.

During 1967, battalion units
built 526 homes for refugees,
bullt_ or rebuilt four highway
1 bridges, put in almost 1,000
meters of new road, repaired
highway 1 in this area innumer-
able times, built defenses for
several local district headquart-
ers and accompanied infantry
:{mts on more than 100 opera-
ions. i

. It also rebuilt its own com-
pound which was = heavily
damaged by a Viet Cong attack
last August, '

The 102d is the oldest engineer
unit in the Vietnamese Ari'gr}yfe?t
was formed in 1953 as the 3d
Engineer Battalion. Originally,
it was stationed at Hanoi, but it
has been in the Hoi An area

of an abandoned hutch.”

and

data for his unit, B Battery,
' {

tlF‘LOFF—Wiih the count down near zero, Specialist 4 Jerry
L. uflc[ce. stands by to send a weather balloon aloft carry-
ing a miniature weather station. The device is used to record

6th Battalion, 27th Artillery.
USA FE'{OTO By SSgt. Al Wilson)

CHU LAI (USA) — There is
one member of the Americal
Division’s 196th Infantry Bri-
gade who froams the NVA-in-
fested valleys and hills north-
west of Tam Ky without a
weapon or without web gear of
any kind. He drinks coke and
lives on C-rations, pound cake,
candy wafers, tropical bars and
B-1a units, but he won’t touch
ham and lima beans.

For protection he spends
most of his nights in an un-
usual, but effective bunker—a
steel pot. The volunteer from
Company A, 2nd Battalion, 1st
Infantry is a full-blooded parrot
named Wally.

~“We found him while we were
on a sweep in the valley,” said
IFu'st Lieutenant Ronald Price.
‘He was sitting on the poich

“Since he earried no weapon

since 1954 when Vi
I Vietnam was

plained Captain Jose Feliciano,

wore no -uniform,” ex-

CChildren Turn Tables
Give Soldiers A Party

of.SAIGON (USA)—The children
the Men Thanh Gia orphan-
age turned the tables on some
merican soldiers recently and
gii;el t}tlem ;1 pre-Tet party.
Anreturn for a Christmas party
Ig{“:en the children by the ml;-n o);
;;iczl:;rtelis tané:l Headquarters
y 1s ignal Brigade
&US_ASTRATCOM), the orpﬁans
tomted the men of the company
» @ party celebrating TET, the
letnamese lunar new year.
dreongs and dances by the chil-
nern and a huge Vietnamese din-
da Were the highlights of the

The orphanage’ '
<3, ge’s cook, who had
Cooked for French troops during

‘more food than most of the

phanage regularly,

that country’s control of Viet-
nam, outdid himself for the din-
ner.

Chlnese soup, stuffed ecrab,
shrimp, chicken, salad, Vietnam-
ese fruit and tables of bread
and soft drinks made up the

Wally Loves C-rations

company commander, ‘‘Wally
was considered a pro-govern-
ment parrot or at least a Chieu
Hoi parrot.”

Once, when the company
came until sniper fire, Wally
was the first to find shelter
inside of one of the men’s pon-
cho. Since that time, there has
been a combined effort in the
company to teach Wally to say,
you better give up Charlie
you better give up.” ’

Jr., is chief health officer for I
Corps. He works with the U.S,
Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID) and the Office
of Civil Operations and Revolu-
tionary Development Support
(CORDS) headquartered in Da
Nang,
“One of our greatest chal-
lqnges here,” said the captain,
“is to gain the confidence of the
people so that we will be
allowed to teach without it
seeming to be teaching.”
The aim of the U.S. Public
Healt}_m Department, through the
captain, is to establish a health
prog:am in which the Vietnam-
ese can learn the importance
and effects of a good public
health program.
Besides the nearly 100 publie
health workers who assist the
doctor, Captain Matthews also
works with Military  Public
Health Assistance Program
(MILPHAP) teams.
MILPHAP teams are health
workers who go into villages
and hamlets promoting Viet-
namese health efforts. There
are three Navy MILPHAP
teams in the I Corps area which
are staffed with three doctors
and 12 hospital corpsmen each.

Captain Matthews and the
teams also promote training
progams among Vietnamese

doctors and auxiliary medical
personnel. Other Free World
assistance teams lend a hand
in the health program,

Qne team, a Quaker organi-
zation at Quang Ngai, *‘gives in-

val.ugb]e assistance” in fitting

artificial limbs for amputees.

They also teach the amputees

z?tw to rc:u-range their lives
er amputation, accordi

the captain. i

“We have been able to teach

and improve the health and

U.S. Navy Captain
ids Viets' Health

DA NANG (USN)—A Navy said the captain. “Our

engi-
neers need to establish effective
sewage systems and replace
water supplies to eliminate con-
tamination. Of course, this has
to be done with us showing
them how to do these things
for themselves in order for the
program to be effective.”

Gen Cites
Troops Of
Ist Inf Div

DI AN (USA)—Following their
successful efforts in repelling
Viet Cong attacks at Tan Son
Nhut air base, the men of the
1st Battalion, 18th Infantry, 1st
Infa::ltrnginision were coms-
mended by General W, C. -
moreland, e o et

Company D of the unit had
been sent to Tan Son Nhut Jan,
31 to provide inner perimeter
_defense of the compound, which
includes MACV headquarters.
Known as ‘“‘Pentagon East” the
headquarters is the operations
control center for General West-
m%‘reland.
or two days followin i
arrival at Tan Son Nhut, fz) él;;e;t:
pany continually outfought the
enemy, Viet Cong fire broke off
Feb. 2. At 12:30 p.m., and
it was then that the men of the
company got one of the biggest
surprises of their military ser-
vice.

At that time, the men stood
in formation and heard General
}Uesttrlr_]wre]and commend them
or their job in defendi i

R ending the
After giving the men and up-
‘to-the-minute report on the cur-
‘rent situation at the air base
the commanding general recaii:
ed that the soldiers had proven
tpemselves in battles and opera-
tions such as Loc Ninh, Caisson
VI, and Operations Shenandoah

care given the Vietnamese,”

I and II.

menu, and the nuns and older
girls of the orphanage served

soldiers could eat.

‘‘The thing we had the most,
of,” one signalman said, “was
trouble getting up from the table
after that huge meal.”

Men of the company contribute
money and gifts, such as food,
soap and clothing to the or-

overtook the speeding craft,

S_TORKMAN-—Navy Boatswain’s Mate First
sisted in delivering aboard his river patrol
combat patrol of the Mekong River when
namese woman aond her three children o
the woman aboard the PBR and were rus

hing her to the hospital

Class Steven P M'edrﬁno holds the b

; aby he as-
boui.{PBRL He and his crew were on a routine
they.mtercepled a sampan with a pregnant Viet-
n their way to the hospital at Sa Dec. They took

when the mythical “stork”
(USN PHOTO)
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RECONNAISSANCE BY FIRE—An

i G

armored personnel carrier fires its .50 caliber machine gun
into the wooded area along the road from Tay Ninh to Katum in Tay Ninh Province. The 1st
Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry clears and secures the road each morning.

(USA PHOTO By Sgt. Roger Smith)

Gl

BONG SON (USA)—A radio
antenna emerging from a hut
on the Bong Son Plain was
spotied by an alert aerial ob-
server which kicked off a
renewal of fighting in Operation
Pershing north of here for the
1st Cavalry Division’s 1st Bri-
gade and the Army of the Re-
public of Vietnam (ARVN) 40th
Regiment.

For the cavalrymen, many
just returned from the heavy
fighting near Dak To in Opera-
tion MacArthur, it was an old
adversary and familiar terrain
as they engazed an enemy force
believed to be at least two bat-
talions of the 22nd North Viet-
namese Army (NVA) Regiment
plus the reg'mental headquarters
and a supporting signal com-
pany.

After one week of fighting
centered chiefly around the vil-
lage complex of Dai Dong, eight

Brick Eusiness Booming

Factory Meets Districi’s Needs

DUC PHO (USA) — A small
brick factory in this Southern I
Corps village is providing the
framework for not only a host
of community improvements but
aso a more stable village eco-
nomy.

The factory, sponsored by the
Americal Division’s 4th Civic
* Action Platoon, grew out of the
Due Pho Distriet’s need for
more bricks for schools, dis-
pensaries, marketplaces and the
like. s

“But we have also found that
it provides an excellent means
of support for some of the re-
fugees we have living here in
this area,” said Sergeant First
Class James Allen, a member
of the platoon which coordinated

its construction and provides:

nominal supervision over its ac-
tivities.

The factory consists of four
hiand-operated machines which
ailow the worker to mold a dirt-
cement mixture into a structur-
ally sound brick.

“Before we came in and set
up the factory, the people made
their brick entirely by hand and
were able to make about 300 at
day,” Sergeant Allen com-
mented.

“Now they can put out about
1,200 in a day.”

“Another big advantage is
that they can now g : 65 blocks
per bag of cement where they
used to be able to get only 20—
and cement is sometimes ‘hard
to get over here.”

The ecement and machines
were provided by the Civil
Operations for Revolutionary
Development Support (CORDS);
and the local refugees have
done the rest.

A foreman, hired by Sergeant

* Allen, is in charge of the factory
hiring his own crews. He also

pays the workers.

Bricks from the factory, which
started operations in late Octo-
ber, have been used to build
or rennovate seven schools, a
marketplace in a neighboring
village, a dispensary and several
water wells,

“I think one of the best facets
of the factory is that it allows
these refugees to have a good,
honest job,” -said the sergeant.

“The way they are not beggars
or dregs on society, but actually
performing a service to the com-
munity. They work out here
seven days a week.”

The factory employs a crew
of 15 [ull-time workers and more
when rush orders step up pro-
duction demands.

After the bricks are made,
they are donated to the various
projects. All werk on the pro-
jects is done by the local vil-
lagers who request the bricks.

“We just finished supplying
15,600 bricks for a marketplace
in Sa Huynh, near here. In that
case, the businessmen of the
town got together and donated
120,000 piasters to hire a con-
struction firm to do the work
and we supplied the bricks free,”
the adviser commented.

Sergeant Allen said he would
like to enlarge the present fac-
tory, and possibly start a new
one at a different location.

“There’s nothing definite yet,
but I would like to get at least
one or two machines in here and
possibly start another one some-
where else; a brick factory is
something which is always
needed around here,” he said.

Long-range plans call for the
factory to be turned completely
over to the village and to be-
come self-sustaining,

The sergeant said the villagers
are ‘“‘pretty enthusiastic”” about
the operation.

Church Gp Sends Gifts

CHU LAI (USMC)—A Mobile,
Ala., teenage Sunday School
class ’has bridged the ocean,
cultural and language gaps to
make 34 Vietnamese orphans
happy.

Lieutenant Colonel Glen H.
Barlow, services officer for Chu
Lai Marine air base, and Navy
- Lieutenant Charles F. Jordan,
Marine Aircraft Group-12 chap-
lain, recently delivered several
large boxes of toys and clothing

to the children at An Tan Pro-
testant orphanage.

Colonel Barlow's wife, a Sun-
day school teacher, organized
the gathering of gifts and money
as a class project after reading
about the orphans in a letter
from here husband. According
to Colonel Barlow, the Ameri-
can teenagers really put their
hearts into the project, working
for three months to come up
with enough items for the whole
orphanage.

miles north of here, Free World
Military Forces counted 448
enemy dead while U.S. losses
for the same period were 33
dead and 155 wounded. ARVN
forces were credited with killing
149 of the enemy. *

It is believed that the twin
hopes of resupplying food needs
and gaining a major victory
over the Americans is what
promptzd the Communists to
leave their mountain sanctuaries
and return last July when the

“I think the most revealing
thing concern’ng attitudes on
this is the fact that we have
never had a single attempt to
sabotage it or upset operations
in any way,” the veteran NCO
commented.

A WARM REMINDER—It may be cold and freezing in most
places back in the states, but you couldn’t tell it from this
picture. This lovely lass, of Playboy fame, thought she would
send you one of her pix just ds a reminder of life back home.

(PHOTC COURTESY PLAYBOY)

22nd NVA Regiment suffered’

a stinging defeat at the hands
of the Cavalry Division’s 1st
Brigade.

Though severely battered by
the recent fighting, the NVA
unit is still believed to have
significant members of froops
on the plain, according to U.S.
intelligence sources. The allies
are pressing the search.

First WAC
Reporis In
At Ist Log

LONG BINH (USA) — “I'm
thrilled! This is the first time
I've ever been first in anything.””
That was the reaction of Special-
ist 5 Grendel A. Howard when
she was told that she was the
first member of the Women’s

Bong Son Fighting
s 448 Enemy

Army Corps (WAC) to be as- ‘

signed to the 1st Logistical Com-
mand in Vietnam.

Specialist Howard, an informa-
tion specialist with the com-
mand’s Information Office, ar-
rived in Vietnam on Jan. 23.
After landing at Bien Hoa air
base, she and six other WACs on
her flight were bussed to the

WAC Detachment at Long Binh.

At the detachment, a pleasant
surprise was waiting for her.
Several friends she had known
at her previous assignment were
stationed at Long Binh.

“I was surprised at how well
the girls have adapted to the
situation over here,” she noted.
“When I knew them in the
states, they didn’t seem like
the type to bear the pressures of
war — but they seem to have
come through tremendously.”

She said that she has yet to
hear an expression of fear from
any of the girls. “I'm sure that
most of them are scared,” she
commented, ‘‘but they certainly
don’t show it.”’

Her distinetion of being the

.only WAC at 1st Log will only

last a short while longer, as
another one is due in the unit
in the near future.

ARVN Unit
Builds School
In Qui Nhon

BA GI (II CORPS) — An ele-
mentary school which will serve
600 Vietnamese youngsters was
recently dedicated during cere-
monies held near Qui Nhon.

The school was part of a civie
action program conducted by
elements of the 22d ARVN In-
fantry Division and will serve
both ARVN dependents and local
civilian children.

On hand for the dedication

ceremonies in Ba Gi were ARVN

Chief of Staff, General Cao Van
Vien, and Brigadier General
Nguyen Van Hieu, commander
of the 22d. It is General Hieu's
interest in education which has
given schools a top priority in
the division’s ecivic action pro-
jects.

Construction on the school
started last Oct. 25 and was
completed Jan. 5 by the 22d

ARVN Engineer Battalion. Sup-.

plies for the project were ob-
tained through division channels
and donated by allied support
units in the area.

It will be staffed with seven
military and three civilian
teachers.

R
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(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)
Guide For Week Of Feb. 28-Mar. 5, 1968)

1 2030 My Favorite Marfion
Wednes_day Feb‘ 28 2100 Jackie Gleason
1830 News Headlines : 2200 Gunsmoke
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2500 Insight :
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1800 GE College Bowi
’I‘hursday Feb' 2) 1830 Danny Thomas Hour
News Headlines 1930 News and Sports
Voyage To The 2000 Window on Vietnam
Bottom Of The Sea 2005 One Night Stands
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1930 News and Sports
2100 Ed Sullivan
2000 Insight 2200 Bonanza
35 Information Feature 2300 Late Mews
2030 Dick Van Dyke 2315 Dean Martin Summer Show
2100 Kroft Music Hall
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2300 Late News 1830 News Headlines
2315 Jerry Lewis Daniel Boone
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Wild Wild West 2005 Magic Room
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1400 CBS Golf Classic 2030 Green Acres
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1830 Coach Bryant 2200 Combat
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1. Who holds the major league
baseball record for RBI's?

2. What National Hockey
League club holds the record for
consecutive victories?

3. Who is the youngest own-
er of a major franchise in the
United States? 3

4. What is the world indoor
Ii)t{::le vault record and who holds

5. Who has won the most

Bames in the NBA’s East-West -

All-Star series?

'8

Answers.
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|Beetle Bailey

By Mort Wa_lker:l-
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PARKIS..PIERCE - ROBERTS - |
BUT NO PICASSO - [
MAYBE HE'S IN Vol e

R Amlg’wa WITH CHEESE
OH, APPLE PIE WITH CHEESE
A @

FORAPPLE PIE

J9 I'D GET DoWn
ON MY KNEES ~

TP ——r

T reee

OKAY. HE'S
REACHED THE

WHICH DRAWER
DOES HE KEEP
THE PASSES INZ

£

WELL, THAT ABOUT
WINDS UP TODAY'S
MEETING ---

THAT'S ALL 40U sEEM TO DO...
40U JUST LIE THERE ANDLIE THERE

I JUsT DON'T SEE
How You PO IT!

LET'S NOT OVERLOOK THE
POSSIBILITY OF GENIUS !

—

INFACT, THIS 15 THE SAME
THING I HAD TO EAT EVERY
DAY FOR THE PAST MONTH!

T THINK ILL REGISTER
A COMPLAINT...

AFTER i'VE FINISHED
EATING !

g Bgf} BORED JUsT TALKING
HOW BORING 40U ARE..

BUT T MUST ADMIT THERE
ARE AlSO TIMES WHEN T
FEEL LIKE GIVING 4DU A HUG...

THAT'S THE WAY T AM.,
BUGABLE AND HUGABLE !

Z=7

ARE 40U 60ING TO LET HER
BLUFF 4OU THAT WAY 7

MEVER TRADE A HIT FOR
A CLOBBER !

‘%—
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Despite the fact that U.S. units
were pulled from all the tactical
forces in the III Corps area,
ARVN forces were brought in,
and fast, from all over South
Vietnam and fed into the battle
as they became available.”

The general was quick to point
out, ‘*“Cooperation and coordina-
tion with the Vietnamese was
outstanding. And their troops
were as aggressive as any I've
ever seen anywhere.”

The general’s headquarters in
Saigon began to mushroom as
more U.S. Army units began

pouring into the Saigon area. |

Soon the staff had a strength of
about 25 officers and enlisted
men, plus a 25-man communica-
tions platoon. In order to con-
tain the staff reinforcements,
_and for better coordination with
the Vietnamese Joint General
Staff, the headquarters moved
in the Vietnamese High Com-
mand compound.

As fast as American troops
eou!d move they came into the
Saigon area. From the 25th In-
fantry Division there were the
1st and 2nd Battalions, 27th In-
fantry, “Wolfhounds’’; three
troops of the 3rd Squadron, 4th
Cavalry, mounted in tanks and
armored personnel carriers; Bat-
teries, A, B and C of the 8th
Artillery with 105mm howitzers;
and 155mm howitzers of Battery

0rce

B, 3rd Battalion, 13th Artillery.

From the “Big Red One,” the

1st Infantry Division, General
Ware got the 1st Battalion, 18th
Infantry; Troop A of the 1st
Squadron, 4th Cavalry; Task
Force Meyer, fast-moving rifle
company D, 2nd Battalion, 16th
Infantry, with tanks and ar-
mored personnel carriers; and
the 105mm howitzers of Battery
A, 1st Battalion, 7th Artillery.

Joining the battle from the
101st Airborne Division were the
2nd Battalion, 327th Airborne In-
fantry; Companies A and B, 2nd
Battalion, 501st Airborne In-
fantry; and Company D, 3rd
Battalion, 187th Infantry.

Not too far from Saigon was
the 9th Infantry Division, which
came through with the 4th Bat-
talion, 39th Infantry; 5th Bat-
talion, 60th Infantry; and two
155mm howitzers of Battery A,
1st Battalion, 84th Artillery.

The 199th Light Infantry Bri-
gade moved in with the 2nd
Battalion, 3rd Infantry; 3rd Bat-
talion, 7th Infantry; and Bat-
teries A and B, 2nd Battalion,
40th  Axtillery, with 105mm
howitzers.

More tank and armored per-
sonnel carrier support came
from Troops A and B of the 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment. The
23rd Artillery Group contributed
155mm howitzers from Battery
A, 2nd Battalion, 11th Artillery,
and Batteries B, C of the 2nd

Former Enemies
Contnbute Bloo

LONG BINH (II FF) — More
than 20 Hoi Chanh (Ralliers) at
the Bien Hoa Province Chieu
Hoi (Open Arms) Center gave
blood recently to be used for
¢ivil relief.

Three of the Hoi Chanh were
ready to shed their blood on the
morning of Jan. 31 to “‘liberate”
the South Vietnamese people
they had been told were crushed
under the heels of American
“‘oppression.” Today these for-
mer North Vietnamese soldiers
gave their blood to help remedy
some of the effects of the Tet
truce offensive.

According to Rudy Kaiser,
CORDS III Corps Tactical Zone
Chieu Hoi advisor, the idea for
the blood-giving came from
some of the older Hoi Chanh who
heard the appeals for blood on

the radio. That appeal was for

the Saigon area.

The Hoi Chanh discussed the
idea among themselves and then
approached Mr. Kaiser for as-

sistance. He arranged for a me-
dical team from the 30th Medi-
cal Company, III Corps, com-
manded by Dr. Nguyen Tan
Nghiem to take and type the
blood, which will be turned over
to the Bien Hoa Provincial Hos-

Battalion, 13th Artillery, with
105s. The 77th Artillery, attached
to the 25th Infantry Division,
came in with Battery B, 6th Bat-
talion, 79th Artillery. And then
there were the big ones of Viet-
nam: the 8-inch howitzers and
175mm guns of Batteries B and
C, 7th Battalion, 8th Artillery,
54th Artillery Group.

Also at the ready were the Air
Force's 90th, 510th and 531st
Tactical Fighter Squadrons of
F-100 Supersabres. On call were
the F-100s of the 3rd and 35th

Tactical Fighter Wings. The
604th Tactical Fighter Squadron
was in the air with A-37, while
F-4s of the 12th Tactical Fight-
er Wing also were in action. Or-
dnance from the giant B-52s of
the 3rd Air Division were felt
by the enemy. X

Directing air strikes and artil-
lery missions against the enemy
troops were the forward air con-
trollers of the 19th Tactical Air
Support Squadron and the 25th
Infantry Division with their O-1
Birddogs.

CHARLIE EATER—A down-the nose view of a 3rd Tactical

Fighter Wing F-100 Supersabre at Bien Hoa Air Base gives it
the appearance of a beast ready to dine. Capable of carrying
a variety of bombs and rockets, in addition to its four 20mm
cannons, the Supersabre really can ‘‘chew’” Charlie.

(USAF PHOTO)

Soldier

CHU LAI (USA) — An Ameri-
cal Division soldier who is also
an ex-Marine, an ex-Special
Forces trooper and an ex-
policeman received his tenth
Purple Heart after suffering a
recent brush with death.

Sergeant Raymond E. Tirva
started his ‘‘heart” campaign in
1952 by enlisting in the Marine
Corps. He earned his first three

Purple Hearts during the Ko-

rean War, :
In 1956, the sergeant decided
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Gets 10th

to try the newly formed Green
Berets. While serving in a re-
mote part of South Vietnam as
an advisor to the ARVN, he
earned two more,

After six years with the Chieca-
go Police Deptartment he elect-
ed to return to Vietnam to fight
the Communists once again.
During this period, his second
tour in Vietnam, the sergeant
added three more Purple
Hearts.

Now on his third tour in Viet-
nam with Company B, 2nd Bat-
talion, 35th Infantry, he only re-
cently received his ninth and
tenth Purple Heart. The last

| ’_H eart’

medal was awarded for wounds
received while engaged in Op-
eration Muscatine southwest of
Binh Son.

“We were checking the outer
perimeter of a suspected Viet
Cong village,” said the ser-
geant, “when a tunnel complex
was discovered. That’s when it
happened! A VC ran out of the
hole and threw a grenade at
me."

His tenth Purple Heart was
presented by Major General
S.W. Koster, commanding gen-
eral of the Americal Division
during ceremonies at the 1st
Hospital' Company.

Small Marine Force
Takes On NVA Unit

CAM LO (USMC) — A platoon-
sized Marine force irflicted hea-
vy casualties on a reinforced
North Vietnamese battalion re-
cently during an enemy assault
upon the Cam Lo district head-
quarters.

During the five hour, early
morning fight, the U.S. Marines
killed more than 100 North Viet-
namese soldiers and detained 33
of the enemy. Friendly casual-
ties were seven killed in action
and 20 wounded.

Utilizing homemade bangalore

-

torpedo charges to blow holes
in the defensive wires, the NVA
struck at 2:15 a.m. Human
wave-assaults carried the enemy
within five meters of the Marine
lines. 3

Dawn found the NVA scatter-
ing in all directions as a mixed
Marine and Army reactionary
force mopped up the area. The
fields were littered with enemy
dead and equipment, including
two 82mm recoilless rifles, nine
rocket launchers (RPG), 10 ma-
chine guns and 100 individual
weapons.

Defends Saigon

Also in the air were the bat-
talions of the Army’s 12th Avia-
tion Group and Hueys, Cobras,
Chinooks and Birddogs of the
308th, 210th 11th, 145th, 214th
296th and 22nd Battalions. Al-
ways on standby were the Dust-’
off choppers of the Medevae
units. %

Troops of the task force fought
the enemy in the streets of Sai- @
gon and Cholon, in the fields
outside the metropolitain area, ™
in the Phu Tho race track, andg)}
even in the Vietnamese High
Command compound.

When an ARVN artillery bat-
talion—a training unit—was hit
near Tan Son Nhut, the battalion
commander pulled the layard
600 times to fire directly at the
enemy. His loader was a US.
adviser who rammed home the
33-pound 105mm shells. = .

Task Force Ware gathered
momentum as more and more
U.S. and ARVN troops poured
into the Capital Military District.
The U.S. troops moved to the
outskirts of the city as blockers
while the ARVN forces took over
the dirty job of house-to-house
and street fighting. :

Supporting the ARVN troops
in Saigon were units of the Viet-
namese National Police and the
U.S. 18th Military Police
Brigade.

Within 10 days the combina-

‘tion of Task Force Ware and

ARVN military and paramilitary
forces were engaged in a mop-
ping up operation. 3

First C-119s _
For VNAF 2
Arrive TSN

SAIGON (USAF) — The first
six of a squadron of C-119 Flying
Boxcar aircraft to be supplied to
the Vietnamese Air Force
(VNAF) were recently deliver-
ed to the VNAF Transport
Squadron at Tan Son Nhut air
base. ]

The aircraft will be used to
supplement VNAF C-47 Skyfrain
cargo and passenger fransport
operations.

The C-119s can carry twice
the number of passengers and
more than three times the cargo
of the C-47. Its maximum cargo
payload is 27,000 pounds, while
the payload of the C-47 is 7,500
pounds. The boxcar has a top
speed of more than 250 miles
per hour, and ecan carry a
partial load of 10,000 pounds
more than 2,000 miles without
having to refuel. In addition, ex-
ternal fuel tanks can be installed
to increase the range of the air-
eraft. _

It also is equipped with 2
mono-rail system which enables
the aircraft to be unloaded in’
eight to 10 seconds.

The six aircraft were flown to
Tan Son Nhut by members of
the 335th Tactical Airlift Squad-
ron, an Air Ferce Reserve unit
based at McGuire Air Force
Base, N.J.

At McGuire, the training pro-
gram for the VNAF pilots, co-
pilots and_flight engineers IS.
being conducted in two phases.
Phase I of the program consists
of two weeks of ground school
and four weeks of flight school.
Phase II is a joint operation by’
the first graduates of Phase I,
who completed their training
last December, and the person-
nel of the Air Training Com-
mand’s 615S Field Training De-
tachment based at Tan Son
Nhut.
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DA NANG (USMC) — North
Vietnamese and Viet Cong
forces resorted to using Viet-
namese civilians as “human
shields” in a last ditch attempt
to overrun Hoi An defenders in
the two-day battle Jan. 30-31.

With the. arrival of Korean
Marines to bolster the Vietnam-
ese Army units came the end
to the two days of terrorism in
the Quang Nam provincial capi-
tal. Elements of the 51st ARVN
Regiment drove an estimated
400 NVA and VC from the city
as the Hoi An defenders manned

well-fortified positions in pre-
parations for a large-scale coun-
ter attack.

The attack opened Jan. 30
with a NVA pre-dawn mortar
attack on the 102nd ARVN Engi-
neer compound. Both the
ARVNs and their MACV advi-
sors repulsed the attack and
halted the enemy’s initial ad-
vance. In the afternoon, VC
forces captured and occupied
the Engineer compound, a Viet-
namese hospital and other parts
of the city.

Elements of the 4th ARVN Ar-

Enemy Uses Human S

mored Personnel Carrier troop
bore the brunt of the initial at-
tack. But, with the help of their
Australian Army advisor, the
Vietnamese were able to with-
draw to a defensive perimeter
and fight off enemy efforts to
overrun them.

Following a night of sporadic
street-fighting and heavy mor-
tar attacks launched by both
sides, MACV advisors, in coor-
dination with ARVN command-
ers, called in extensive air
strikes on the VC and NVA po-
sitions.

Early Jan. 31, the enemy

troops countered with a mas-
sive push through the city —
using Vietnamese civilians as
shields .from small arms fire.
The villagers, realizing their
predicament, quickly scattered,
leaving the enemy exposed to
withering ARVN machine gun
and rifle fire.

The defending forces then re-
ceived unexpected reinforce-
ments from the 2nd Republic of
Korea Marine Brigade. The Ko-
reans, supported by three tanks
of the 1st Marine Division’s 1st
Tank Battalion, were out on a
routine search and destroy pat-

ields’

rol when they received a ecall
to Hoi An to bolster the already-
rolling ARVN offensive.

Upon entering the city, one
of the Marine tanks was struck
and set afire by a NVA B-40
rocket, but the remaining two
tanks moved into the city and
directed their fire on enemy
bunkers and reinforced posi-
tions.

By evening of Jan. 31, ARVN
troops had completed the sweep
of the city and eliminated all
enemy resistance. More than
100 NVA and VC died in the
two-day battle for Hoi An.

Maijor's
‘Dream’

Fulfilled

DA NANG (USA) — ARVN
Major Le Van Can used to do
a lot of complaining — he was
tied to a desk and he wasn’t
getting any action.

Right now he’s not complain-
ing. He’s had plenty of action,

Major Can, the officer-in-
charge of the I Corps Tactical
Operations Center (ITOC), took
command of all troops in the I
Corps headquarters at 0330 on
30 January.

A 40-round concentration of
82mm mortars was crashing

*, down and the VC were storming
'the compound.

The major showed the style
that won him eight personal
decorations in 12 years as a
combat leader.

Before the explosions stopped,
he had the ITOC people outside,
positioned and pouring rifle,
pistol and carbine fire into the
VC. He was mounted on an ar-
mored personnel carrier direct-
ing the fire on its crest of ma-
chineguns.

The VC penetration
only a couple of minutes.

But Major Can had a VC bat-
talion on his hands and he

lasted

“didn’t have enough force to

drive it away. The VC made no
more attempts to penetrate, but
they secreted themselves with-
in 100 meters of the compound
and made things hot with small
arms, B-40 rockets and M-79s,

At dawn a reaction force —
half the ARVN 21st Ranger Bat-
talion, a half troop of the 4th
ARVN Armored Cavalry, some
Marine Amfracs and some Ma-
rine MPs—was on hand to deal
with the VC.

Major Can was back at his

desk with high powered rein- _

forcement: Licutenant General
Hoang Xuan Lam, I Corps’
commanding general. He had
raced through fire-swept streets
to give a big hand.

General Lam is the ultimate
authority for clearing airstrikes
and artillery strikes in the I
Cor‘ps Tactical Zone, He waited
until civilians had streamed
away from the VC positions.

en he turned to Major
{Jan’s advisor, U.S. Army Ma-
Jor P.S. Milantoni: :

“Milanteni,” he said, “bomb
here. Use big bhombs.”

He tapped the map with an
Eb't'my swagger stick.

General,” said Major Milan-
tﬂﬂl, “that’s pretty close.”

Bomb,” said General Lam.

Ma]t_)r Milantoni called the di-
rect air support people. They’re
in the same building and they
ObJE’Cted. too. “That’s too
51;53‘,11’ a watch officer said,

Dever
for it.% ever get a clearance
“General Lam just gave it,”

(Continued on Back Page)
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WHO CAN | TURN TO?—A small boy orphaned by the war only musters tears as he sits
(USA PHOTO BY Pfc Harry Guy)

alone with all that is left.

In Chu Lai

New US Hospital To Tfeat '
Viet Civilian War Casualties

CHU LAI (USA) — As part of
a $7.3 million program for South
Vietnam, civilian war casual-
ties in the southern I Corps will
soon be treated in a modern 300
bed hospital located in Chu Lai
in the Americal -Division area.

At the 1967 Guam Conference,
internaticnal - leaders discussed
a special program for civilian
casualtics of the Vietnam war.
They agreed that several hospi-
tals should be built throughout
the country explicitly for civil-
ian medical treatment. :

After an exhaustive study, Da
Nang, Chu Lai and Can Tho
were selected as locations for a
total of 1,100 beds. U.S. Army
medical personnel will staff the
hospitals.

The Chu Lai hospital is being

built by a civilian joint venture
construction firm — RMK-BRJ.
Based in Saigon, the company
consists of four construction
firms specializing in military
development throughout South
Vietnam.

Mr. Pete Bergen, project en-
gineer for the Chu Lai office,
said that, ‘“construction began
at the 15-acre site on perimeter
road January 15th and the pro-
jected date of completion is dur-
ing May.

“The hospital will be of the
round-wall type quonset con-
struction and the facility will
have its own sewage, power and
water treatment plants, The six
operating rooms and the inten-
sive care units will be air con-
ditioned and the hospital will
have its own PX and laundry,”

he continued.

With its own helipad and in
close proximity to Highway 1,
the new hospital will serve in-
jured civilians from several
provinces, Six wards and sev-
eral post operative rooms will
provide modern and efficient
processing of patients during
their stay at the facility.

Major Joseph S. Wood Jr.,
Chu Lai base development offi-
cer, said, “The plan is to treat
serious cases requiring special-
ized care here in Chu Lai and
then return them to the provin-
cial hospital for rehabilitation.

In the near future, Chu Lai
will be the middle link in a uni-
que chain of hospitals giving
intensive care and treatment
exclusively to civilian wa= cas-
ualties,

Support
Troops

Fight VC

DA NANG (USMC) — Supply
clerks, forklift drivers, bakers
and mechanics doubled as in-
fantrymen during the Tet ter-
rorist period while U.S. Marine
Force Logistic Command (FLC)
reactionary forces killed 30 ene-
my northwest of Da Nang.

Reactionary units from 1st
and 3rd Military Police (MP)
Maintenance and Headquarters
and Service Battalions conduct-
ed patrols, search and destroy
missions and sweeps against
concentrated enemy action
which began, Jan. 30.

After the Da Nang air base
was hit by enemy rockets, Lieu-
tenant Colonel T. R. Hill, com-
manding officer of the 1st MP
Bn, in charge of Camp Bocks

units.

Maintenance Battalion was
trucked to the north end of the
airstrip as a blocking force to
seal off escape routes if the at-
tack came from the north.

The second platoon shortly af-
ter dawn moved east of the
field towards Combined Action
Platoon (CAP) Echo 3. After
setting-up outside the CAP unit,
they came under scattered
small arms fire.

The 1st MP reactionary unit
had been dispatched at 5:30
a.m. At 6:30, heavy contact was
made 800 meters south of the
Da Nang river bridge: The Viet
Cong were in a small village
and tree line less than 200 me-
ters away. In the following
three hours two MP’s were
killed and six wounded. Enemy
losses were 30 dead and an un-
determined number weunded.

Both corpsmen and the bat-
talion sergeant major were in-
jured while carring wounded
Marines to safety. Contact was
broken when the MPs began
laying down a heavy base of
fire and a HUEY gunship
opened fire,

The MPs were relocated dur-
ing the morning on the road
from Gate 4 to the Cam Lo
bridge. There, they joined units
from Maint. Bn.’s reserve unit
and “D” Company, 3rd MP Bn.

On Jan. 31 the Viet Cong
moved into Nam-O village north
of FLC. Army of the Republic
of Vietnam Rangers were as-
signed to clear the village with
FLC’s unit as blocking force.
They held their position from
midmorning until late after-
noon, killing one enemy and
wounding two.

On Feb. 2 and 3, the VC after
reportedly suffering heavy cas-
ualties, withdrew from Nam-O.

Maintenance Battalion units
have also ran nightly patrols

an area bordering the air base.

defense, alerted the reactionary

The 3rd reaction platoon of

since the initial attack through ~

23
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Editoria’

A Life Saver

(MACV)—“Defensive driving, defensive driving, de-
fensive driving! Darn defensive driving! I've driven in the
Army and for long distance movers for 8 years and never
had an accident yet.”

How do you prevent hitting a child who runs out in
the road from between two cars? How do you avoid
smacking a cycle or pedicab that swerves. diagonally
across the front of vour vehicle? How do you stop before
you run into that Renault that braked to a halt in front
of you without warning?

“You gonna tell me it’s defensive driving?”’

Sure, what else can you call it? It’s giving way in
time to avoid a tragedy. It’s watching ‘all around and
concentrating on your driving so you're in control at all
times. : :

“Aw, most of it is just instinct, reflexes and ex-
perience.”

Is that right? How do you rate driving conditions
here? ; _

“Never seem anything like them. With the war and
all, people seem to forget about what’s happening around
them when they get behind the wheel. :

That’s what I mean. When people don’t notice what
they are doing, instinct doesn’t help. Staying alert and
being cautious is much better.

“Yeah, well 'll buy that, but many times it isn’t
the driver’s fault. The vehicles here get a lot of pounding
and aren’t as good as in the states.”

True, but regular, thorough checks at motor stables
and before you take off from the motor pool everyday
can prevent a lot of grief. You should let them know
whenever something doesn’t seem right with your vehi-
cle.

“But they’ll take years to repair it and then ‘what
do I do?” .

What do you do? Whatever you do, you’ll be alive.
Bad brakes, a blow-out, any number of mechanical “mis-
fires” can wipe you out or somebody else.

If you really need a vehicle for something, 90 per
cent of the time your motor sergeant will fix you up.

Then, too, since you mentioned not being in the
States, remember there’s no AAA or handy wrecker serv-
ice just around the corner over here. A lone, broken-down
vehicle on the open road is awfully tempting to “Charlie”.

“That’s why I've got a ‘shot gun’ along.”

Well, sometimes the shot gun might be out-gunned.
But that brings up another point. Passengers and ‘“shot-
gunners” can help you drivers a great deal. They can keep
their eyes on the road and let you know if something un-
expected comes up, like a car trying to pass on your
‘blind’ side. :

“Okay, so I buy your spiel, what do I get out of it?”

A good chance of avoiding an accident and getting
home alive,

FIRST IN VIETNAM
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You Have

[ Wise Buys
For You Gl

I was new in country and eager
to please,

So I bought from street vendors,
squandering my *“P’s”.

As I grew ‘‘shorter”, I also
grew wise

And I found the PX had excel-
lent buys.

The brand names I saw were
familiar to me

And just about all had a good
guarantee. ;

In comparing the prices with a
Stateside store,

I found back-home costs were
generally more.

So I bought a projector, Hi-Fi
and TV,

Jewelry for my wife—a wrist
watch for me.

And, lest I forget, let me make

a confession,

I bought the kids’ gifts at the
PX concession.

Then, like lightning, a new idea
dawns:

I invested my savings in govern-
ment bonds.

(MACY)

LSU Supports
Vietnam Gls

SAIGON (MACV) — It is the
policy of the MACV Observer
to acknowledge from time to
time the many thousands of let-
ters received each week by
General W.C. Westmoreland
from the folks back home who

support the fighting men in
Vietnam.

Recently, 3,500 students of
Louisiana State University

signed a petition which read:
“We the undersigned citizens of
the United States, urge the ad-
ministration and the Congress
of the United States to stand
firm in the war in Vietnam.

“We further urge that the
combined diplomatic and mili-
tary strength of the allied
forces be used to insure the de-
feat of Communist aggression
and to pursue a policy of
PEACE THROUGH VICTORY
IN VIETNAM.”

VA Acts Against

Discrimination

WASHINGTON Veterans
Administration has taken four
steps to assure nondiscrimina-
tion in the sale of 14,200 repos-
sessed houses the VA currently
has on the market throughout
the country.

A mid-January VA announce-
ment said metal ““VA For Sale”
signs are being altered to in-
clude such statements as ‘“‘no
discrimination’” and ‘‘anyone
can buy.”

Moreover, VA will put in
newspaper advertisements and
other public listings a statement
that “VA properties are avail-
able to qualified buyers or rent-
ers without regard to their race,
color, creed or national origin.”

Another safeguard set by VA
is a three-day waiting period af-
ter public listing before it ac-
cepts the offer most advantage-
ous to the government.

VA also is tightening up its
dealings with sales brokers who
handle VA listings by requiring
them to certify in writing every
six months that they will not
discriminate in sales or rentals

*Oh, | stopped the paper...since we got the new disposal
unit | don't need it anymore for the garbage:”

WASHINGTON — “There is
no freeze on discharges and
retirements in any of the serv-
ices,”” the Department of De-
fense said the last week in Jan-
uary, replying to rumors fol-
lowing the call-up of certain re-
servists. At present, there is no
authority to extend enlistment
contracts for enlisted men.

Referring to the status of reg-
ular officers, DOD said all serv-
ices use a selective involuntary
retention program.

There is an individual deter-
mination as to whether a regu-
lar officer’s request for volun-
tary retirement or designation
will be accepted or deferred be-
cause his services are needed.
The same applies for voluntary
retirement for Reserve officers.

Reserve officers’ requests for
release from active duty are be-
ing approved unless the officer
has not completed a term of ac-
tive duty to which he is obligat-
ed or for which he consented.

The call-up of certain Ready
Reserve units of the Air Force
and Navy and the Air National
Guard was taken as ‘“‘a precau-
tionary measure fo strengthen

'No Freeze' Says
Dept. Of Defense

our forces” following the cap-
ture of the USS Pueblo by North
Koreans on January 23.

Although there was no call-up
of Army and Marine Corps Re-
serve units, procedures on ex-
emptions were spelled out
should the situation change:

If Army Reserve and or Na-
tional Guard units are called to
active duty, exemption policies
are covered in AR 601-25.

If any Marine Corps units are
called, the Marine Corps will
decide at that time who, if any-
one, will be exempt. At this
time; no one would be exempt.

For the services — Navy and
Air Force — involved in the re-
cent call-up, “all high school
students are exempt." .

In addition, the Air Force is
looking into all other possible

‘exemption areas.

In the Navy, high school
graduates or drop-outs are
scheduled for call-up. College
students can be deferred until
the end of their current semes-
ter, quarter or trimester. Col-
lege seniors can request an ad-
ditional quarter, semester or
trimester if this would permit
them to graduate.

WASHINGTON — The month-
old cooperative- effort by the
Defense Department and the
police to help fill some of the
15,000 vacancies in state, coun-
ty and city law enforcement
agencies is paying off, accord-
ing to Pentagon officials run-
ning the program.

Complete statistics are not
available as yet to prove their
point because the program is
relatively new and a lot of serv-
icemen make arrangements to
join the police on their own, but
many officials say almost half
of the 400 vacancies in the na-
tion's capital are now being
filled by men leaving the serv-
ice.

In the case of the District of
Columbia police, the Army
leads with 92 volunteers, fol-

EIbOR. o i Shasiicnaia v o5 s oo s - P Ce R Collins;: IUSA

of VA properties., (CD)

lowed by the Marines with 67,

Police Recruiting At
Military Bases Pays Off

Navy 20 and the Air Force 4.

“We have even been able to
fill the one vacancy for a po-
lice officer in Window Rock,
Ariz.,”” an Army personnel of-
ficer pointed out. Window Rpclc
is a Navajo Indian reservation.

The program is going on _at
bases all over the country with

some police recruiting in their

local areas and others sending

teams to all the major military

installations.

An early release of up to 90
days is authorized by the De-
partment of Defense. Although

the program is aimed primarily -

at servicemen in the U.S. near-
ing the end of their enlistment,
Pentagon officials say those
overseas can make application
by writing to the police depart-
ment they wish to join. (Pacific
Stars & Stripes)
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NVA Trapped By

Korean Infantrymen

SAIGON (MACV) — Elements
of the Capital ROK Infantry Di-
vision made contact with an
enemy force Jan. 23 in the vici-
nity of Phu Cat, 14 miles north-

ARVN Unit
Cited For
Gallantry

BA GI (II CORPS)—The Viet-
namese Gallantry Cross with
Palm has been awarded to the
22d ARVN Infantry Division in
recognition of the unit’s battle
record and its contributions to
the rural reconstruction and
pacification efforts.

The citation noted six major
operations in which the division
has participated since moving to
Ba Gi in 1966. It is credited with
killing nearly 2,000 Viet Cong
and capturing another 1,300
enemy along with numerous
rounds of ammunition and weap-
ons.

General Coa Van Vien, Viet-
namese chief of staff, fixed the
symbolic braided cord around
the shoulder of Brigadier Gen-
eral Nguyen Van Hieu, com-
mander of the 22d, during the
ceremony which took place at
the division’s headquarters.

Three U.S. advisors to the 22d
also received awards during the
ceremony. Colonel Ernest 8.
Ferguson and Captain Joseph D,
Hindsley both received the Viet-
namese Gallantry Cross with
Silver Star while Captain Samuel
E. Simmons received the Staff
Service Honor Medal, 1st Class.

First formed in 1959, the divi-
sion moved from Kontum to Qui
Nhon in 1965 and moved to its
present headquarters a year
later. Its mission is to provide
security for Binh Dinh, Phu Yen
and Phu Bon Provinces in Viet-

¥

west of Qui Nhon.

Reacting swiftly, the Koreans
quickly deployed six companies
in an encircling maneuver and
trapped the enemy force in a
cordon. The Republic of Korea
troops were from the 1st Regi-
ment, Capital ROK Division,

Before nightfall on the 23rd,
two platoons of tanks from the
1st of the 69th Armor — nor-
mally attached to the U.S. 4th
Infantry Division—had deployed
into the cordon from positions
alorgg_ Route 19 to the west. In
addition, two platoons of mech-
anized infantry in armored per-
sonnel carriers from the 1st Air
Cavalry Division deployed into
the northwest portion of the cor-
don from northern Binh Dinh
Province.

Gradually tightening the ecir-
cle through the next five days,
the Korean troops fought the
enemy during the day and
maintained their tight cordon

escape,

The enemy forces were iden-
fified as elements of the 9th
Battalion, 18th Regiment, 3rd
Division of the North Vietnam-
ese Army. There were at least
two companies of North Viet-
namese opposing the Korean
and U.S. forces.

While killing the 278 enemy,

the Korean forces suffered 11
killed and 25 wounded. The kill
ratio for the engagement was
25.3 enemy to 1 Korean.

at night to prevent an enemy
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ln_ Bien Hoa

LONG BINH (II FF)—Three
schools, a day nursery and a
public first aid station — all
under Buddhist supervision —
are either completed or nearing
completion in and around the
city of Bien Hoa. 3

Two schools in Tam Hiep vil-
lage are being financed with

Six Courses
Combat Training Center

DONG DA (MACV) — One of
the most diversified missions
assigned to any group of advis-
ers in the U.S. Military Assist-
ance Command, Vietnam, is

nam’s II Corps Tactical Zone.

that pursued to the members

4

IT'S MINE—A young Vietnamese girl clutches a paper-
Wrapped gift which she received at a party given by the 4th
Infantry Division at the village of La Som.

(USA PHOTO By Sp4 Ron Uszak)

Taught At

of MACV’s Advisory Group

Detachment 5 at Dong Da in

I Corps. 2

The 21-man detachment, com-
manded by Lieutenant Colonel
-“{ray E. Bradley, provides ad-
visory support in six programs
of instruction for the Republic
of Vietnam Army’s National
Training Center here. The cen-
ter is the only one in I Corps
and the third largest in the na-
tion.

Chief assistants to Colonel
Bradley are Major Gordon K.
Fetkenhour, deputy senior ad-
viser, and Master Sergeant C.
J. Russell, the detachment’s
first sergeant.

The center is the site for basic
combat training and - advanced
individual training for both
volunteers and draftees of the
ARVN as well as- members of
Popular Forces units. In addi-
tion, it conducts refresher train-
ing for Regional Forces.

“Also,” added the colonel,
“the 1st ARVN Division con-
tinually rotates one battalion
back to the center from its for-
ward position near the demili-
tarized zone for five weeks of
retraining which is concluded
with an ATT (Army Training
Test).”

Reeruits, mostly from the two
northern provinces but with
some coming from as far away
as Saigon, are given six weeks
of basic combat training and
six weeks of advanced individu-
al training.

Both Colonel Bradley and Ma-
jor Fetkenhour express admi-
ration for their ARVN counter-
parts, Major Le Van Phuoc,
camp commander, and Major
Tran Van Hoa, deputy com-
mander, The two U.S. advisers
rate the two ARVN officers as

funds donated by members of
the sect and built through pro-
fessional and volunteer labor.

The III Corps office of Civil
Operations and Revolutionary
Development Support (CORDS)
is also assisting and has pro-
vided enough cement so that the
day nursery in Bien Hoa can be
completed. The nursery will be
available to mothers who are
werking so that their children
will have proper care during
the day.

One of the schools, at the Vien
Giac Pagoda in Tam Hiep, will
soon be adding a two-story
dormitory to allow 500 orphans
to attend school. When this
building is completed, the
school will expand from its
primary grades to reach a ‘“‘mid-
dle level”’—comparable to a
secondary education in the
United States.

At the Phat Lich Pagoda, also
in Tan Hiep, a public first aid
station is nearing completion.
In helping to staff this center,
the Australian Medical Team at
Bien Hoa Province Hospital is

Buddhists Use Civic Action

training 30 people in the tech-
niques of first aid. More volun-
teers will be instructed so that
immediate first aid can be
given when it’s necessary.

These projects will be serving
all faiths and will be staffed
with monks and other members
of the religious order. Although
those who are not monks will be
working for low wages, the
monks accept only token pay-
ment “because they feel they,
are giving to this project,” said
James E. Gwynne, assistant
senior province advisor.

“The significance of this ac-
tive role by the Buddhists,”
says Mr. Gwynne, ‘“is that in
the past they stayed within
their own areas. They carried
on teachings, read scriptures
and performed their religious
ceremonies in the pagodas.

“Now, the monks and mem-
bers' of their order are turning
their energies to the world and
involving themselves with the -
social welfare of their fellow

man as well as continuing their
religious practices.”

competent professionals,

A young girl leads the band.

Village Builds School

DA NANG (USMC) — A new
school was recently dedicated
in the nearby village of Hoa
My. It's a two story, buff-col-
ored building that will accom-
meodate nearly 300 students.

The school was built by local
villagers with support from U.S.
military forces in the area. The
project’s director, Reverend
Hans Josephsen, called on the
military for help.

A 1st Division Protestant
Chapel Fund accounted for $1,-
000, Navy Seabees of Mobile
Construction Battalion 1 poured
cement for the foundation and
the second floor.  Air Force
units contributed scrap metal
and lumber valued at $3,000.

Two civilian organizations
were also instrumental in build-
ing the school. They were the
World Relief Commission,
which contributed ‘“Food for
Work,” and the United States
Agency for International Devel-
opment, which pledged con-
struction materials. i

Because of space limitations,

.attendance at the school will be

restricted to students from poor
families and refugee children.
The villagers, however, have
a long range plan that would
lift that restriction. They plan
to eventually enlarge the school
to a structure three times its
current size, :
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Boy's
Home

VUNG TAU (USA)—For the
some 100 boys at the An-Phong
Boy’s Home here, life has heen
better since the 330th Transpor-
tation Company of the 34th Gen-
eral Support Group has been
giving them a helping hand
through its Civic Action Pro-
gram.

The boys, from 10 to 16 years
old, all have come under Father
Nguyen Van Qui's supervision
voluntarily, and are free to
leave at any time if they de-
sire. Most, however, stay on and
are involved in the work that
keeps the home operating.

For the past few years the
company has given them a hand
with their laundry and bakery.
Most of the men of the 330th
have their laundry done at the
Boy's Home, which brings in ex-
tra money, Through a very
meaningful and conscientious
civic action program, the 330th
contributes money to the Home
with which supplies are pur-
chased. A combination of these
donations plus profits have
helped to make the Boy's Home
almost self-sustaining.

Father Qui of the Redemp-
tionist Congregation feels that
his Home is doing quite well, al-
though there are many necessi-
ties that they still need.

ROKs Join
US Marines

DA NANG (USMC)—A ‘“‘new"
Marine unit recently arrived for
‘service with Marine Aircraft
Group-16 at Marble Mountain
air facility near here.

An aviation detachment of the
2nd Republic of Korea Marine
Brigade arrived with their O1-E
“Bird Dog" (0Ols) observation
planes.

The following morning the Ols
were calling in artillery fire and
air strikes on enemy forces near
Hoi An.

The unit started its tour in
Vietnam at Cam Ranh Bay in
1965. They have been stationed
at Tuy Hoa and Chu Lai before
coming to Marble Mountain.
During 1967 the detachment flew
more than 1,000 missions, sup-
porting more than 18 major op-
erations.

[
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Father Qui looks over the Boy's Home's present location,

Through Sel-f_-_ln-léi;

Viets Learn Needed Skills

LONG AN PROVINCE (USA)
—In just a few weeks’s time a
U.S. Army engineer battalicn
has helped villagers construct a
village office, a bridge and a
school in the hamlet of Rach
Kien.

Members of the 46th Engineer
Battalion (Construction), 159th
Engineer Group, 20th Engineer
Brigade, moved into the village
in late December.

The project, ‘Task Force
Builder’, came into being in re-
spense to requests by province
officials. Work is carried out
under the supervision of Captain
Michael Miller.

The purpose of the ‘self-help’
project is to work alongside the
Vietnamese and to assist them
in developing needed skills. To

achieve this, the Vietnamese
government is supplying one
persen  for- every American
worker,

Most of the Vietnamese work-
ers are women,

“We didn't realize that we
would run into a situation of
this nature,” commented Cap-
tain Miller.

“The women work hard. Per-

Women work with the engineers mixing cement,

haps this is because their men
are either in the Army or work-
ing in the fields. The women
seem to know that through this
joint effort, their children will
have a better life.”

Originally the project entailed
three schools, a village office,
dispensaries and a maternity
ward,

The overall project was
scheduled for two months’ work,
but the engineers’ efforts have
proven so successful that they
have been extended in their jobs
until the end of 1968.

“We don't mind the extension
at all,” stated Specialist 4 David
A. Hegner. “We actually feel
that we are doing a job with a
purpose, a lot of it . . . one
which will help these people
immensely.”

The projects are divided be-
tween squads. Eleven men work
with their Vietnamese counter-
parts at each site.

“I was very surprised,” said
Sergeant Jerry W. Minches, ‘“‘at
how easily these people could
pick up the ideas cf our ways
of construction. One of the few
men we have working with us
picked up the art of bricklaying

"

in two weeks. He is very ac-.

complished at it now."”

With Rach Kien being in the
Delta region, accessibility to the
area is a problem. Most of the
building sites are not connected
with roads. Sampans are em-
ployed to carry cement blocks,
lumber, cement and sand into
the area. Once the material ar-
rives, the workers must mix
cement by hand. Dirt for the
foundations must be brought in
from 15 miles away. And there
is too much water in the region
for a good soil base for foun-
dations.

The sites's locations also pre-
sent a problem in security. To
cope with this, American and
Vietnamese units stationed in
the area are assigned to protect
the work force.

But lack of knowledge of the
Vietnamese language has not
been a hindrance. “As in any
country,” stated Specialist 4
Meninrad Fillop, “you learn a
little of the language by being
around the people.”

The building construction is
accomplished with prefabricated
materials prepared by the 46th
Engineer Battalion at Long Binh
and trucked to Rach Kien by

convoy during the week. The
battalion uses Vietnamese work-
ers almost entirely at Long Binh

for the construction of the
materials.
Besides helping build new

facilities for the Vietnamese,

~ the battalion has also construct-

ed school benches, swings and
other equipment.

Task Force Builder is finan-
cially supported by the U.S.
Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) through
Civil Operations and Revolu-
tionary Development Support
(CORDS).

One man, employed by the engineers, became a bricklayer.

'Farmers'
Dreams

Fulfilled

DA NANG (USMC)—A U.S.
Marine is helping two Vietnam-
ese rice farmers fulfill their
' ambition to become. mechanics
by teaching them about engines
" and vehicles.

Sergeant Jerry Wayne Crady,
assistant shop chief of the 1st
Marine Division Service Com-
panies’ motor pool, explains
the progress of his two pupils.

“Only one year ago,” stated
the sergeant, ‘‘Nguyen Thien
and Nguyen Ninh were rice
farmers at nearby Red Beach.
Now they are well on the way to
becoming second-echelon me-
chanics.

“When we requested two men
from the Industrial Relations of-
fice last year,” stated Sergeant
Crady, “We weren’t sure what
we would get. But now that they
have been with us for almost a
year, we're glad that we asked
for them."”

The two Vietnamese did not
have any mechanical experience
when they began working in the
motor pool, but have been
taught by the sergeant through
the on-the-job training method.
They first began learning by
washing vehicle parts and
watching the Marines reassem-
ble the parts.

“They are a real asset to our
shop,” said Sergeant Crady,
“and have earned the title of
being the ‘fastest wheel pullers’
in the motor pool.

“The only thing they refuse to
do,” the Marine concluded, “is
take a break. They're the two

seen, and they
every day.”

about $54 monthly — high by

additicn to other benefits.

hardest-working guys I've ever
are learning

Ninh and Thien each earn

Vietnamese standards—and re-
ceive annual and sick leave in

e

L b
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USN, Cdlifornians Team-up To Ai

NHA BE (USN) — The band

of Vietnamese children, wear-

ing tattered, dirty clothes, ac-
eepted the gifts with a squeal,
a simple smile or just a look
of awe,

The children are from Tan
Thanh village, a poor settle-
ment in the Viet Cong-infested
Rung Sat Special Zone, a 400-
square-mile mangrove swamp
that lies between Saigon and
the South China Sea.

The poor but hard working
villagers were accepting the
clothes, shoes and toys from
their friends, the American
Navymen who patrol the many
waterways of the Rung Sat to
check the Viet Cong’s move-
ment of troops and supplies.

They were unaware, however,
that the gifts had come to Viet-
nam from other friends whom
they had never met—the citi-
zens of Sacramento, Calif,

Sacramento bezame involved
with the Tan Thanh village
through Lieutenant Ronald J.
Calhoun, assistant officer-in-
charge. of River Patrol Boat
Section 542. The river section
adopted the riverside village
last September and have made
monthly MEDCAP visits ever
since, j ;

When Lieutenant Calhoun saw
the raggedness and, in some
cases, nakedness of the village
children, he wrote to his par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. William G.
Calhoun in Sacramento, and
asked them if they could gather
up some children’s clothes he

- ¢ould give to the villagers.

The elder Calhoun, president
of the Southeast Sacramento
Kiwanis Club, proposed that his
organization start “Project

g’

o

Vietnam” to get the needed
goods for the villagers, His
club, along with a number of
other Kiwanis Clubs in the area,
immediately went to work.

They gathered shoes, clothing
and toys, boxed it up and de-
livered it to the Sacramento
Army Depot Special Services,
which took care of the mailing.
After the shipment of some 55
boxes arrived in Vietnam, a
MEDCAP visit was scheduled.

When the three river patrol
boats (PBRs) left their base at
Nha Be, on the northern edge of
the Rung Sat, they carried the
boxed goods, two Navy doctors,
three medical corpsmen and
two nuns, both nurses, from the

Several boxes of clothes given to the RF military personnel.

Catholic Relief Society.

The boats announced their ar-
rival through a taped message
in Vietnamese, broadcast over
loud speakers, The children
lined the banks of the river as
they always do when the PBRs
stop at the village, but their
eyes fairly popped out when the
combat crews began carrying
the boxes towards the schoo
house, :

One room was quickly ar-
ranged as a elinic and patients
began filing through. Mean-
while, the gifts were placed in
one of the other rooms. Soon the
schoolmaster began handing out
the toys. Once the toys were
gone and the medical needs
taken care of, the village chief
called in representatives of each
family to receive the clothing
and shoes,

ther boxes were carried by
boat across the river to the
local militia outpost there and
to the other end of the village
where a second outpost is locat-
ed. The local soldiers’ families
live within the compounds and
they, too, received their share
of the gifts.

As the visit ended and the
PBR crews once again manned

Story And Photos

By
JO1 Tom Walton

A Popular Forces

their boats, the villagers lined
the river bank once again. This
time a little better clothed, a
little healthier, and a lot hap-
pier.

And the civie action is not
over. The navymen of River
Section 542 will continue to

PBRs are used for MEDCAPs as well as river patrol and river assaults against the enerﬁy.

Village

make their monthly visits to
their adopted village, and, ac-
cording to Lieutenant Calhoun,
the Kiwanis Clubs of Sacra-
mento are continuing their
“Project Vietnam’ and already
have another shipment of simi-
lar goods ready for mailing.
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attalions Strike Rard At Enemy

SAIGON (VAD)—The South Vietnamese Airborne Division has
been credited with an official enemy body count of 878 killed during
the recent Viet Cong and North Vietnamese attacks on principal
cities - throughout the Republic during Tet.

In addition, the Airborne troopers captured 29 enemy froops,
91 crew-served weapons and 398 individual weapons.

Elements of the division were instrumental in repulsing the
enemy attack on the west and southwest perimeters of Tan Son
Nhut Air Base :

The initial action began on Wednesday, Jan. 31, when a
special VC commando platoon forcibly entered Saigon’s radio
station about 3:30 a.m. Immediately Major General Du Quoc
Dong, division commanding general, sent two companies of the
1st Battalion into action.

They drove out the enemy, killing the entire platoon, which
numbered 14, while suffering eight killed. Fifteen individual
weapons and one crew-served weapon were also taken.

At 5 a.m., two companies of the 8th Battalion attacked an
unknown size enemy force, later identified as elements of the
812th Regiment from Kien Hoa, that was moving through villages
on the perimeter of Tan Son Nhut.

In the action, the paratroopers completely ahorted the Viet
Cong's attempt to overrun the Vietnamese Joint General Staff
Headquarters at the air base.

One prisoner captured in the action said that the force was
part of more than 1,000 VC who had traveled for five days from
the Delta area of Kien Hoa, 50 miles south of Saigon.

About the time the two companies of the 8th Battalion were
blocking the enemy’s attack on the Vietnamese headquarters, more
enemy troops hit the southwest corner of Tan Son Nhut. They
were met by heavy automatic and rocket grenade fire as elements
of the 6th Battalion were called in from Vung Tau.

Although the 6th Battalion had just returned from fierce fight-
ing at Dak To, they were in position by 1:45 p.m. Heavy building-
to-building contact continued throughout the day and night sup-
ported by Airborne Headquarters mortar platoon and US Army
gunships. 1

By morning, the enemy were beaten on both fronts, losing a
total of 259 killed. Nine enemy were captured and 46 crew-served
and 216 individual weapons taken. The two Vietnamese battalions
suffered 44 killed.

The newly formed 11th Battalion was attacked at its training
center at Van Kiep, 20 kilometers northwest of Vung Tau. The
enemy broke contact at 10 a.m., leaving behind 80 dead. A
total of 34 individual and four crew-served weapons were captured
here. The new battalion suffered four killed and 30 wounded.

In Hue, at .11 a.m., the 7th Airborne Battalion engaged an
unknown-size attacking enemy. The 2nd Battalion moved in to aid
the 7th and fought off the attackers, who left 275 dead and 22
crew-served and 71 individual weapons on the battlefield. Five
enemy were captured; the battalions lost 28 men.

At 3:30 p.m., the 5th Battalion was engaged in a fierce battle
with a battalion-size enemy force at Da Nang. This battle resulted
in 50 enemy killed and two captured. Three crew-served and 10
individual weapons were taken, The battalion lost 15 men killed.
~ When the North Vietnamese attacked the city of Quang Tri in
I Corps, the 9th Battalion helped to meet them. In fierce fighting,
an estimated 200 NVA lost their lives and 12 were captured. Forty-
two individual and 10 crew-served weapons were also captured; the
battalion suffered 15 killed.

The kill ratio for the South Vietnamese Airborne Division,
stands at 10 to 1. Two of its battalions, the 7th and the 8th, are
holders of the United States Presidential Unit Citation for valor
under fire.

During heoffighting, @ machinegun team maneuvers among grave vaults.

; : St - - E i

Paratrooper of the 8th Battalion fires M-79 grenade launcher at enemy position. With civilian aid, two pérﬁiroﬁﬁérs (one himself wound®

———h__-'—
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Viet Cong Supply Route Cut
By 9th Division Engineers

TAN AN (USA)—Engineers of the 9th Division are cutting up a major Viet Cong supply route and
shaking the enemy’s grasp on a large portion of Tan Tru dlStl‘lCF. :

Companies C and E, 15th Engineer Battalion, are reconstructing a rc_-ad thr_ougfllha ﬂa(tl, &)hlonﬁ
area known as the “bowling alley”. When finished, the road will provide a much needed lan
route to Tan Tru’s second largest marketplace at An Nhu% Tan.

The project also involves replacing two demolished bridges. : : 5

After a week of bulldozing and clearing booby traps, the engineers were kready.tto tt 1;:)\!: their
first span across the Can Sao river. A pontoon float bridge was cl.mscn for quic consf ruction. - ;

Floats were preassembled here and lifted to the bridge site by a CH-47 Chinook helicopter

i 200th Assault Support Helicopter Company. i : &
i On’ll"hteh?irst of several obstacles to the bridge building appeared with a bu}]dozer uncovered .thefhurﬁe
of five -king cobras. The reptiles began stviking angrily at the bulldozer’s blade and were finally

ic 3 " f ‘e, b ’ ! :
d]spil{%li?ﬁnzfl hpr:'lsg)]le?';;nswel;g caused by the river's eight-foot tides. Its 260-foot width at high tide

shr aily 170 feet at low tide. 5 ; i c
bhu%l({)s c%?lllll}]a:othis obstacle, flexible dry-span approaches, which rise and fgll with the b}_ldge‘ level,
were emplaced. In addition, powerful bridge ereciion boats were used to jockey the bridge’s sec-
tion against the river’s strong tidal current.

i yas ready for traffic after eight hours. ; s : AR
ﬂf‘ie?&i%fifiﬁportarﬂ to the province chie?,” said Captain Tom Best. “It will open pacified areas

for a large number of people who are moving back into the district.”

A CH-47 ‘hmook‘ hooks a pontoon float for placement.

SRR A

S

Two mem.i:ers. of hé buf?alioﬁ add another float to a bridge.

PHOTOS By :
 $p5 Bruce Mcllhaney

Men of the engineer battalion emplace sections of a bridge. Three engineers push a piece of road surface muterial onto a pontoon bridge.
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Village
Builds
Helipori

THUAN DUC CHAU (USA)—
Cooperation from the villagers
in this Delta hamlet has made
it easier for the 52nd Signal Bat-
talion to pursue their civic ac-
tion plans for the people here.,
~ To allow the members of the
battalion to airlift building ma-
terials to the hamlet, the people
have cleared an area and are
building a heliport. **Although it
isn't completed yet, we were
able to land there recently with
Christmas gifts,”” said Captain
David A. Jones, civic actions of-
ficer for Company A, 52nd Signal
Group, 1st Signal Brigade.

The first helicopter that flew
into the remote village on the
Tinh Vinh " Long River was
piloted by the commander of the
Can Tho airfield, Lieutenant
Colonel Bertran B. Leach, where
the Signal company is based.

When Company A and the bat-
talion's Headquarters Company
were asked to perform civie ac-
tion in the village, the only
access route was by civilian-
operated water taxi. ‘A year
ago this land was inhabited by
the Viet Cong, and the local peo-
ple are just now beginning to
build villages away from the
main town,” said Captain Jones.

Twenty boxes of clothing were
lifted in on the first helicopter;
these came from the Dempsey
Compound Doner Deposit Fund,

¢ which administers all civic ac-
\_don donations at the Can Tho
™ airfield,

To show their gratitude for the
efforts of the 2nd Signal Group
Signalmen, the village chief pre-
sented them with a Viet Cong
flag captured in the area.

Infantrymen Help
~ Boy Get Education

CU CHI (USA)—Little Nuynh,
an 1l-year-old Vietnamese boy,
had never gone to school. Money
was scarce at home, so he be-
came a shoeshine boy to earn
money to help his family.

Everyday he made his way
down to the business district of
Cu Chi to compete against other
boys for the shoeshine trade.

Because he did such a good

job, Nuynh made many friends
at the huge U.S. Army base near
his village. One of his favorities
is First Lieutenant Alfred Ser-
rato, executive officer of the
25th Division’s 1st Battalion
(Mech) 5th Infantry.
+ One day, as Lieutenant Ser-
rato was having his boots
shined, he noted that the boy
Was quiet and not his ‘‘usual
sg]f . When the lieutenant asked
him what was wrong, Nuynh
burst into tears,

“There was a group of kids
standing around us teasing the
boy, so I asked them what was
gomg on,” commented Lieute-
nant Serrato. “They told me

Nuynh couldn’t afford to go to |

school like the rest of them.”
The tears disappeared when the
Infantryman told him he would
be back in two days with enough
money for his schooling.

“L felt this would be a good

broject for the company,” ex- |
Lieutenant Serrato, “so |

plained
I asked for help. The response
was great.”

Within  hours enough money
ad been collected to send the
boy to school for a year, With

Capt. Oanh watches a cook prepare rice over the new stove.

Through Civilian Job Program

Soldiers Freed For

SAIGON (USA)—About 100,000
Vietnamese employees are help-
ing the U.S. Army and its con-
tractors in their continuing ef-
fort to release soldiers for duty
in combat and combat support
units, according to the Army’s
civilian personnel director in
Vietnam,

William S. Moyers—speaking

the extra money, they bought
him clothes and school supplies.

“As time goes on and he needs
more money for school supplies,
we’ll have it ready for him,” the
5th Tnfantryman added.

Little Nuynh is still shining
boots, but only after school and
then just to wvisit his friends.

to Saigon Central Lions Club
members—said that no civilian
job position will be held. by
American military or -civilian
personnel if qualified Viet-
namese are available to do the
job.

Roughly 50 per cent of the
work force consists of female
employees. Mr. Moyers said
women now are working in such
vocations, among others, as
carpentry and plumbing — vo-
cations that are normally con-
sidered for men only. He com-
pared the present work force
to the situation in World War II
in the U.S., when women filled
jobs vacated by men going to
war,

.The personnel chief said the
many thousands of “loyal and
hardworking” Vietnamese em-
ployees are vital to the Army’s
mission here.

He referred to a ‘“‘common
misconception’ that the military
pays higher wages than the

ARVN Troops Get
New Field Stove

LONG BINH (USA) — The
Vietnamese combat soldier
likes his food every bit as much
as his American ally does.
Although their diets differ con-
siderably, they are equally as
interested in having their meals
hot whenever possible. :

During combat operations,
however, hot food is not always
available because of tactical re-
quirements. So a captain in the
25th Infantry Division, Army of
the Republic of Vietnam
(ARVN), has come up with an
innovation that promises im-
provement in the ARVN soldier’s
field rations.

His innovation—a new, but
simple stove—has been okayed
for army-wide distribution by
the ARVN Quartermaster
Corps. TIts simplicity and effici-
ency also drew the admiration
of the U.S. Army Chief of Staff,

General Harold K. Johnson, who *

visited the 25th ARVN Division
last December.

Former standard procedure in
ARVN company-size mess oper-
ations has been to dig large
holes in which cooking fires

Combat

private sector and the Viet-
namese Government. Surveys
and data-gathering projects
have been conducted, he said,
to insure the workers are com-
pensated on a par with others
having similar occupations and
responsibilities,

Mr. Moyers mentioned bene-
fits that many companies pay,
such as housing and rice allow-
ances and “‘other items which
we do not pay separate and
distinct from basic pay.” This
differential, he expained, is
given in monetary value includ-
ed in the wages.

The average salary for the
total work force, according to
Moyers’ figures, is 28 piasters
per-hour, or roughly 25 cents.
“So, you can be assured that
U.S. Forces in Vietnam are not
inflating wages, and to the
contrary, only want to pay those
wages that are being paid by
l the private sector and no more.”

were laid. Food is prepared,
and the company is assembled
in the mess area where each
man receives his ration. This
concentration of men is undesir-
able in enemy territory how-
ever, so at such times the food
is divided among large pots
which arve then carried throush
the fields to the various squads,

Captain Nguyen Duc Oanh,
commanding officer of the divi-
sion’s 25th Quartermaster Com-
pany, pondered the problem of
feeding a company under field
conditions. He then devised a
modification to the existing set
of pots used by an ARVN com-
bat squad. This solved the prob-
lem of keeping food hot under
any field conditions, and elimi-
nated the possible need of con-
centrating the company's
squads in one area.

The squad’'s mess gear con-
sists of four nesting pots, each
fitting into the one below, like
a series of double-boilers. A
framework of strap metal with
a loop at the top enables two
men to carry the entire set
slung between them on a pole.

Captain Oanh decided that
four pots weren't really neces-
sary as food containers. So he
took the bottom one—about one
foot deep—and cut out most of
the metal of the sides, leaving
a semi-open framework with a
bottom. With a little experi-
mentation he used small pieces
of wood to build fires in this
makeshift stove, and found that
it readily kept food hot in the
pots stacked above. Further-
more, by leaving a rim around
the bottom to contain the fuel,
the entire unit could be carried
along with the fire going.

He had the new unit tried
under field conditions and found
that it worked in practical use
as he had planned. Better yet,
he learned that, if necessary, a
squad could cook its own food
from scratch without need of the
company mess section.

A squad can now send in men
from its outpost to pick up the
meal. If it is already cooked,
a fire in the stove will keep it
piping hot while they carry it
to the outpost. If the food is
unprepared, they can -either
build a fire and let it cook as
they move along, or they can
wait until they reach their
squad before lighting the fire.

e

SEAL RAID-—Navy Seals leap from a river assault boat on the Rach Thom/Rach Mo Cay Canal system late last month to
raid a Viet Cong base in Kien Hoa Province. The raid resulted in an estimated 40 to 50 bunkers and numerous camp

struciures destroyed, including a VC propaganda center and two tax collection stations. Fifty-one suspects were detained.
1 .{USN PHOTO BY JO1 Tom Walton)
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Advisor Says His Job 'Best’

PHU TAN (MACV)—Army Major Charles K. Hanson says he
has the best job a major can have in Vietnam.

As senior U.S. military advisor in Tuy An Distriet of Phu Yen
Province, he is the principal U.S. advisor to the commander of
four Vietnamese Regional Force companies and 12 Popular Foree
platoons. All units are commanded by First Lieutenant Nguyen Van
Be. The total force is equivalent in manpower, if not in firepower
and equipment, to a U.S. infantry battalion. The troops are respon-
sible for the internal security of the district, which has a population

of about 35,000,

Major Hanson’s “‘force” consists of his civilian deputy as
second in command, one lieutenant, a medic, an infantry advisor
and a radio operator. With these men, he advises the ARVN
lieutenant on the best means of employment of his forces, checks
positions of the ARVN troops daily, helps the RF and PF get
supplies and equipment, and insures that the equipment receives
proper maintenance. His team also accompanies the RF and PF,
known as “‘Rough-Puffs”’, on operations, coordinates medical eva-
cuation by helicopter for the ARVN wounded, and trains the Viet-
namese forces, with Lieutenant Be’s coordination and cooperation,

in infantry tactics.

In addition to his primary military mision, Major Hanson has

another responsibility, now considered equally important. That is
his support of CORDS (Civil Operations and Revolutionary Develop-

ment Support) in Tuy An Distriet.

This program is designed to assist the Vietnamese self-help
program by furnishing advice, know-how and commodity sup-
port. The major’s deputy is responsible for all CORDS activities

in the district.

As part of his civil operations duties, the major checks every

RD project in the district at least once each week,
rice-grinding courts,

schools, dispensaries, wells,

He visits all
bridges and

markets to insure that there are no problems or to recommend

solutions to any that might exist.

One reason the major likes his job is the variety, which he
could not have in any other assignment in Vietnam. He explains
that he is involved, as a commander, in nearly every type of mili-
tary operation that can be found in Vietnam—from a battalion
assault to a squad ambush. He said he can call, on his own
authority, for artillery and air strikes—to include B-52 bombers—
and can get an air strike within 20 minutes after he requests it.

This is Major Hanson’s second tour in Vietnam, having
served here from July 1961 until June 1962 as a Ranger advisor to

the Vietnamese Ranger force.

Learns Viefnamese
In Korean School

SAIGON (USA)—Specialist 5
William Le May is the first
American to graduate from the
Republic of Korea Captial Divi-
sion language school.

Specialist Le May recently
completed 14 weeks of intensive
Vietnamese language study at

US Engineers
[ ]
Train ARV Ns

BIEN HOA (USA)—The: latest
U.S. engineer training program
for ARVN units has been com-
pleted at Bien Hoa by the 34th
Engineer Battalion and 79th
Engineer Group.

Instruction covered a wide
range of operations and includ-
ed the techniques of constructing
timber trestle bridges, assembl-
ing and disassembling float
bridges and establishing anchor-
age systems.

Part of the program consisted
of a one-week course on vehicle
maintenance where personnel of
the 302nd ARVN Engineer Bat-
talion learned to repair engines
and transmissions as well as
meet the need of implementing
an effective maintenance pro-
gram of their own.

Certificates of Achievement
were given to the ARVN engi-
neers at the completion of the
course in recognition of their
improved maintenance knowl-
edge.

the ROK “Tigers” base camp
near Dieu Tri.

“I feel honored to have at-
tended the fine Korean school.
I was chosen by the ROK's
school staff because I have
mastered both spoken and writ-
ten Korean,” said the 41st Civil
Affairs Company interpreter.

Specialist Le May’s wife, Tong
Ho, is of Korean descent and
lives in Seoul, Korea. The inter-
preter spent two tours of service
in Korea,

For his exceptional perform-
ance, Specialist Le May received
a framed certificate of gradu-
ation from Colonel Lee Soon Kil,
Chief of staff, ROK Division.

.During the graduation ceremony

Colonel Kil commended the ef-
forts of Specialist Le May and
his 46 Korean classmates.

Letters of appreciation were
presented by Major General
Chung Soon Min, commanding
general, ROK Captial Division
and Major Le-Xuan Mai, Viet-
namese senior- liaison officer
with the division, on -behalf of
Lieutenant General Vinh-Loec,
Vietnamese II Corps command-
ing general. ;

“When I found the Koreans
were teaching Vietnamese, I
immedidtely applied fer the
course. I now have five langu-
ages at my command: English,
Italian, German, Korean and
Vietnamese,” concluded Special-
ist Le May.

]
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A Nell-MeOlure Syndisate Feature

*Just get-well cards from people:\‘kho say you're sick.”

NOT BAD G.l.—That's what this 21-year-old miss from
London seems to be saying to the fellow teaching her the
latest Vietnam dances. All we know about her is that her
name is Sandra and she is presently touring the country with

the USO show called ""The Fontaine'. Keep your eyes open

and you might see her. As if we needed to mention it!

Dunnage
Used For
Viet Aid

SAIGON (USA)—Enough dun-
nage to build a two-foot wide

path the full length of South
Vietnam has passed through the

Dunnage Yard in the Saigon 1
Port since its inception in July NP _

1967. Dunnage is lumber used
for packing and securing cargo
in the hold of a ship.

The U.S. Army Terminal Sai-
gon Dunnage Yard is the stor-
age and transfer point for more
than one million feet of dunnage
coming off ships arriving in the
port each month. The majority
of this lumber is used in Civie
Action projects and by Army
units in the III and IV Corps
areas. An average of 250,000
board feet of dunnage is used
each month for the back-loading
of ships.

Orphanages, refugee camps,
under-privileged schools and
Army units all put requests for
lumber in to the supply section
of the 125th Transportation Com-
mand, which has overall control
of the yard. The requests are
checked against normal monthly
requirements for the port and
then given to Dunnage Yard per-
sonnel for distribution.

Sergeant William C. Howse,
NCOIC of the night shift, com-
mented: ‘“About 70 per cent of
the lumber we receive is top
quality. It is this wood we try to

save for the civic action projects )
and Army units. The remainder J

is used for backloading ships.”

Every piece of lumber coming
off a ship is accounted for when
it is brought to the yard. When
it is issued, a record is kept of
the amount issued and where it
is going. As far as port authori-
ties are concerned, dunnage is
handled with the same care as
any other commodity leaving
the part.

Civic Action projects rate high
on the list of agencies receiving
the wood. Sergeant Howse con-
cluded: “The men in this section
feel that orphanages, refugee
camps, and schools deserve the
best support we can give.”

BINH THUY (USAF)—A civic
action visit to a hamlet in the
village of Gia Xuan, near Binh
Thuy Air Base, by a representa-
tive of “E” Flight, 4th Air Com-
mando Squadron (ACS), has re-
sulted in the delivery of the
first shipment of homemade
furniture to school teachers in
the five permanent hamlet
schools of the village.

When Lieutenant Colonel
Charles L. Rose visited the Thoi
An hamlet chief, Nguyen Van
Viet, he asked what assistance
the men of “E” flight could
render. Mr. Viet said that the
school teachers, in the recently
constructed hamlet elementary
school, had been forced to live
with families in the hamlet due
to the lack of furniture for the
teacher’s rooms in the school.

Further conversation revealed
this problem was common not
only to the school in Thoi An
but in four other schools, each
in a separate hamlet of Gia
Xuan., Furniture needed in the
schools included five teacher’s
desks, 13 wardrobes, 26 chairs
and 26 beds.

Colonel Rose began working
on the project, enlisting the aid
of squadron pérsonnel and help

from the base civil engineer

ed from shipping ecrates and

scrap lumber.

The deputy district chief of
Chau Than district arranged
for - blue-prints and specifica-
tions for the furniture. Civil
engineer’'s native employees in-
terpreted the specifications and
squadron. The wood was provid-

translated them from metric
measurements into feet and
inches.

Many man hours later, the
fruits of their labors began to
materialize. Arrangements were
made for a Vietnamese Air
Force helicopter to take the

AF Unit Donates Furniture

furniture to Thoi An. The heli-
copter was loaded with precut
wood; enough for four beds and
two desks.

“We are continuing to work
on this project,” the Colonel
said, “and will be delivering
the rest of the furniture as soon
as we can get it made.”

He continued, “Our project
will encourage the Vietnamese
to help themselves even more. -
A project which strengthens
the security of Gia Xuan also
strengthens the security of Binh
Thuy.”

SEALs Strike At Enemy

SAIGON (USN)—Taking ad-
vantage of a confused enemy,
U.S. Navy SEAL teams killed
eight enemy along the Tien
Giang River near Sa Dec. This
is how the situation developed.

Two SEAL teams were in-
serted into an area on the north
bank of the Tien Giang River
about 77 miles southwest of Sai-
gon. The teams, reinforced with
Vietnamese counterparts, pa-
trolled along two sides of one of
the many canals in the area.

The teams engaged two sam-
pans moving without lights along
the canal, In reaction to their

fire, four Viet Cong on the south
side of the canal fired on the
SEAL team on the north bank.
The SEALs did not return the
fire, but a group of seven Viet
Cong on the north side of the
canal did.

Several eries were heard indi-
cating that there were Viet Cong.
being hit in the firefight.

When the fire between the two
groups subsided, the SEALs at-
tacked the Viet Cong with small
arms and automatic weapons,
killing eight, There were no U.S.
losses.
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(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)
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2005 Airman's World
‘IVEdne‘Sday Feb. 21 2030 My Favorite Martian
1830 News Headlines 2100 Jackie Gleason
Lost in Space 2200 Gunsmoke
1930 Mews and Sporfs 2300 Late News
gggg :n?ight 4 e 2315 Feature Movie
nformation Feature
Metrotone Newsreel S_lmday Feb. 25
2030 Addams Family 1230 News Headlines
2100 Carol Burnett Christophers/Sacred Heart
2200 Sporis (Re-Run) 1300 Chapel of the Air
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2315 Sports {Continued) Egg %pemcsoﬁ:;ehea:v:fk
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1830 MNews Headlines : the Sea
Third Man 1930 News and Sports
1900 Flying Fisherman 2000 Window on Vietnam
1930 News and Sports 2005 Ice Follies
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2065 Information Feature 2100 Ed Sullivan
2030 Dick Van Dyke 2200 Bonanza
2100 Krait Music Hall 2300 Late News
2200 Perry Mason 2315 Dean Mortin Summer Show
s serry Lews %? I:d(el\.?sy Headlines Teh: 26
. e
Friday Feb. 23 Daniel Boone
1830 News Headlines 1920 News & Sports
Wild Wild West 2000 Insioht
1930 News ond Sporis 2005 Magic Room
2030 Insight 2030 My Three Sons
2005 Information Feafure 2100 Hollywood Palace
2030 Bewitched 22000 Mission Impossible
2100 Big Valley 2300 Late News :
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2300 Late News
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1230 News Headlines 1900 Bobby iord Show
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- 1930 News and Sports 2300 Late News
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(AFPS Feature)

1. How many times in the 21-
Year history of the NBA has
the season’s individual scoring
leader been a member of the
championship team?

2. What player holds the
Mmajor league record for stolen
4ses in a single season?

3. Who are the top four men
on the National Hockey League’s

All-Time list of shutouts by
NHL goalies? ;

4. When was the first NFL
title game played?

5. Who holds the all-time
World Series hitting record?
Answers
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|Beetle Bailey

By Mort Walker

m
THIS 15 .

THE PART [
OF THE
DAY I
ENJOY
MOST

OFFICERS’
CcLuB

srmat mh priey, (e ¢ = eepig ferppe] Bery

TLL BET
NOBOoDY
IN CAMP
SWAMPY
CAN READ

; IN THE WHOLE

MAYBE NOBODY

THE PART WHERE
I REMEMBER I'M
THE GENERAL AND CAN
KENOCK OFF WORK
ANY TIME 1 PLEASE

HMMm. ..
¥ POWER LONGELIGHT
NUMBER TWO ”

IT's THE"
GENERAL. HE
FOUND OUT you
RAN INTO HI5 FLAG-
POLE AFTER THE
BEER -BUST
LAST NigHT

o g By s

Peanuts

PEANUTS

WE HAVE A "FACE-OFF'SEE, .,
WE LEAN OVER AND TAP OUR
STICKS TOGETHER THREE
TIMES....OKAY, LET'S 60...

T TR T

PEANUTS Bl

I WOULD HAVE MADE A
GOOP SCHOOL PRINCIPAL!

e ]

‘-———"‘—@_—
)
? !
: y
~ N
=30 ‘5
| PEANUTS | OKAY, ['# READY.., THROW
ME THE HOCKEY BALL!
_.-..\'_ ! u’ 2 |.'/'
e Tt e s ——]

2 e

Jlé

=

Tt i

I LOVE PLAYING
HOCKEY BALL !
<

40U, DON'T
I UNDERSTAND GIRLS,
i@ DO 40U, CHARLIE

AND (JHEN 400 6R01) UP, 00 PROBABLYY
WON'T UNDERSTAND (JOMEN !
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Informant
Program
Succeeds

CHU LAI (USA) — Due to
his promotion of the Voluntary
Informant Program, Second
Lieutenant Patrick F. Van
Duynhoven used up approxi-
mately 90 per cent of the Amer-
ical Division's December allot-
ment for the program.

By enceuraging the local Viet-
namese to turn in mines and
other explosives for a piaster
reward, he depleted the VIP
funds in less than a month and
had to work on credit until the
funds were replenished.

Lieutenant Van Duynhoven is
a platoon leader in the 39th En-
gineer Battalion’s Charlie Com-
pany which is located just out-
side the town cof Mo Duc, 40
miles south of Chu Lai.

The purpose of the Voluntary
Informant Program is to en-
courage Vietnamese civilians to
give information concerning the
Viet Cong and the North Viet-
namese Army, to show the loca-
tion of mines and booby traps,
and to turn-in weapons, ammu-
nition and explosives for cash
or material rewards,

Lieutenant Van Duynhoven
got no response when leaflets
explaining the Voluntary In-
formant Program were distrib-
uted, so he went into Mo Duc to
talk with the people personally.
He found the boys who spoke a
little English to be the most
interested in the program.

At first they brought in only
a few mines; but after receiv-
ing 50 to 1,000 piasters for each
explosive (depending upon the
size), they began to bring in an
average of 20 munitions a day.
From 30 to 40 boys bring in the
explosives from a radius of four
to five miles around Mo Duc.

ONE MILLION PIASTERS—President Nguyen Van Thieu talks with Nguyen Van Bang, former
member, 2nd NVA Division, who showed men of Company A, 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry
of Americal’s 196th Brigade, the location of 140 enemy weapons. President Thieu rewarded

nearly one million piasters to Bang for the cache.

(USA PHOTO By Sp4 Fred L. Tolman)

Ho Nai Refugees Aided By
Il FF Civil Affairs Company

LONG BINH (II FF) — Re-
fugee care for the villagers of
Ho Nai — 19 miles northeast of
Saigon—began bhefore the guns,
rockets and mortars stopped
exploding recently in the be-
seiged village.

With the assistance of the 2nd
Civil Affairs (CA) Company, II
Field Force, Vietnam, Colonel

School Gets Cafeteria

QUAN LOI (USA) — The chil-
dren of Sung Trung I in Phuoe
Long Province were reasonably
fortunate: they had a school,
but like so many other schools
in Vietnam they had to bring
their own lunches, as the school
did not have a cafeteria.

That is, it did not have a
cafeteria until the 1st Infantry
Division's civil affairs officer,
First Lieutenant David Lam-
bert, saw the problem and de-
cided to have his unit do some-
thing about it.

He brought the problem to
the attention of Lieutenant Colo-
nel Mortimer L. O’Connor, com-
mander of the nearby 1st Bat-
talion, 2nd Infantry.

The division provided the ma-
terials, and soon a group of in-
fantrymen were busy working
on the cafeteria.

During the

construction, MEDCAPs were
held by the unit’s physician,
Captain David Mielke. He and
the medics treated some 500
children and their parents.

A warm friendship soon de-
veloped between the infantry-
men and the children. Every-
day the men would bring C-ra-
tions and candy for the chil-
dren. In return, the youngsters
presented the soldiers with
stalks of sweet sugar cane fo
eat while working in the hot
sun.

“It’s really great stuff once
you learn how to eat it,”" com-
mented PFC Percy Scott as he
bit off another strip.

After the cafeteria was com-
pleted, a presentation ceremony
was held and attended by the
children, parents and teachers
of the village, and personnel of
the 1st Infantry Division.
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William H. Pietsch — assistant
chief of staff for civil affairs—
has continued. his “Operation
Friendship” for the predomi-
nantly Catholic village.

Over the year, Operation
Friendship has brought numer-
ous improvements to Ho Nai.
Today most of those improve-
ments are in ruins and the vil-
lagers are scattered among
churches, hospitals and other
public buildings.

The village — a few miles
north of the sprawling base
camp headquarters of II Field
Force — lies directly across
from the camp of fthe 199th
Light Infantry Brigade. Because
of its proximity to key military
targets along the Saigon-Bien
Hoa Highway, Ho Nai became
the unwilling hideout of at least
a battalion of the same enemy
from whom the villagers first
fled in 1954 when they trekked
south from North Vietnam.

After the attack on the Great-

er Bien Hoa area at 3 a.m. on
January 31—while the villagers
were still celebrating the lunar
new year (Tet) — Ho Hai was
caught in the crossfire between
the attacking Viet Cong and the
defending U.S. troops. At least
20 per cent of the village was
totally destroyed; the rest suf-
fered damage.

The 2nd CA Company, com-
manded by Lieutenant Colonel
David E. Wade, provided first
for basic needs. Water in in-
flatable rubber tanks, and near-
ly 20 tons of rice, have been
moved into the shattered com-
munity. The company has also
provided tents for temporary
shelter for 10,000 refugees from
the village and neighboring
hamlets.

It is presently estimated that
the Ho Nai hospital is housing
4,000 of the refugees; another
3,000 are expected to seek shel-
ter.

The 61st Medical Detachment,
commanded by Lieutenant Colo-
nel Lawrence LaTure, is pre-
paring to innoculate at least
5,000 refugees as a preventive
measure against cholera and
typhoid, although there have
been no indications that an

epidemic is imminent.

Plans are also being made to
allow the villagers to return to
their areas to salvage what is
left and to begin sorting out
their needs for rebuilding.

Heavy security remains
around Ho Nai, as it probably
will for the near future. Intelli-
gence sources indicate that
remnants of the Viet Cong are
hiding among the villagers dis-
guised in civilian clothes.
Some VC have continued to
snipe at U.S. troops in the area
and rocket fire is being received
from areas so close to civilian
homes that it cannot be coun-
tered by air and artillery. These
positions can only be taken ouf
by infantrymen.

The villagers, still in shock,
told U.S. authorities, that, when
the VC moved into their homes
shortly before the attack, they
threatened to shoot anyone who
tried to warn the Free World
Military Forces of their pres-
ence. Despite the threat several
townsfolk,
year-old girl, tried to slip out
and were shot.

including a seven- |

Major's
‘Dream’

Fulfilled

(Continued From Page 1)
Major Milantoni said.

The bombs fell less than 200
meters away. The VC rifle fire

slackened a little. The general

smiled and called several more
airstrikes.

Then as the VC started pull-
ing out he called in helicopter
gunships and hosed them down.

The general smiled again,
tapped his ebony swagger stick
against his leg and walked out.

The reaction force swept in
on the VC.

sl

ARVN Lieutenant Colonel .

| Phan Hoa Hiep, Da Nang De-

fense "Area Commander,

planned - the sweep on the spot:

—a spot so hot that the colo-

nel’s driver and his 1ad10 oper-
ator were killed.

The colonel designated Major
Nguyen Van Hiep, commander
of the 1st Ranger Group, as re-
action force commander and
named Major Nguyen Van Cua,
executive officer of the 4th Cav-
alry — a former Olympic Boxer
— as second in command.

The two officers put their
command — which included one
APC machinegunner who re-
ported so fast that he spent the
day in white pajamas — fto
work,

The soldiers pried the VC out
of dense Ap Ba village just
south of the I Corps headquar-
ters, bounced them against Ma-
rine MPs who were blocking to
the west, then drove them south
into the fires of a force of Viet-
namese soldiers and U.S. Ma-
rines.

Seventy-three of the VC died

-in sight of the I Corps head-

quarters. The southern blocking
force killed 102 more.

Major Can was hard at work
in his bullet-nicked TOC.

In the next three days he
helped eoordinate actions which
blunted the VC Tet offensive
and killed more than 3,000 VC.

Two days after the fight at
the compound, North Vietnam-
ese troops repaired a war dam-

“aged railroad bridge south of

Da Nang and began hauling
supplies over it. They were
readying another attack.

“Milantoni,”” said General
Lam, “bomb it. Use bhig
bombs.”’

The bridge fell.

“This,” said Major Can, ‘is
better. I'm getting lots of ac-
tion again.”

US Sergeant Receives
Thai Medal For Valor

LONG THANH (USA) — Ser-
geant Thomas D. O’Connell, a
communications specialist at-
tached to the Royal Thai Army
Volunteer Regiment, recently
received a Bronze Star for Val-
or and the Thai Medal of Brav-

Sgt. Thomas .l'.J. O‘Cor;ﬁell

ery for his actions during the
Thai’s first major -battle in
Vietnam.

The 9th Infantry Division ser-
geant is the first U.S. soldier in
Vietnam: ever to win the Thai's
only award for heroism.

He earned it for his parf in
the Dee. 20 action 15 miles
southeast of Long Thanh. Dur-
ing this time, the sergeant di-
1ected air qtnkes, gunships and
artillery on enemy forces and

)

-

J

summoned medical “Dust Off”

helicopters for the Allied
wounded.

The Cobra forces gained a de-

cisive victory, killing 56 enemy -

and capturing numerous weap-
ons.

Sergeant O’Connell was pro-
moted the following day from
specialist 4 by Major General
G.G. O’Connor, 9th Infantry Di-
vision commanding general.

|
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140 ENEMY DEAD

- PFs, Cavalrymen

Reverse Ambush

BONG SON — Skytroopers of
the 1st Air Cavalry Division’s,
1st of the 50th Mechanized In-
fantry have combined with Viet-
namese Popular Forces to rout
an enemy force attempting a

- classic ambush.

The enemy, estimated at two
battalions, lost 140 killed and
32 weapons.

The action began when an es-
timated 2 companies of a main-
force Viet Cong regiment at-
tacked three PF positions in the
village of My Chanh, 35 km
southeast of Bong Son with mor-
tar and small arms fire.

Both Disastreus

The VC apparently intended
to overwhelm the PF position
and ambush a relief force. But
both . attempts proved disas-
treus,

PFs Hold Position

The PF’s withstood the 3 at-
tacks without losing a single
man killed, Four of the PF’s
were wounded. The VN account-
ed for 13 enemy killed and they
captured two B-40 rocket
launchers, a BAR and four K-
50°s.

When dawn broke with the
enemy still in the area, an ele-
ment of the 1st of the 50th
mounted on armored personnel
carriers’ rumbled towards the
scene.

This was what the ambush
party had been waiting for. But
the track commander, Captain
Michael Dash, had been alerted
to look out for an ambush, and
he spotted an enemy soldier
from his lead track. The APC’s
were brought up on line and
met heavy resistance. Tube and
aerial rocket artillery and gun-
ships of the Cav’s 1/9th went
to work on the enemy and an
air strike to the north blocked
off one possible route of escape.
The mechanized infantrymen
dismounted and continued their
assault en foot.

Meanwhile, a second mecha-
nized element was inserted to
the north to block an enemy
escape to the Nui Mieu Moun-
tains. Moving into the contact,
the element, led by Captain
Herbert Randall met antitank
fire and pulled back as artillery

ON THE MONEY—This 4th
Infantry Division mortarman
aligns his weapon to make

sure it's ready when the
€nemy comes calling.

(USA PHOTO)

~cal Division commander
recently persuaded

began shelling the enemy.

The enemy broke contact just
before dark, leaving behind the
bodies of 127 more men and
nine AK-47’s, three SKS, four
B-40 rocket launchers, two 7.62-
mm light machine guns, three
RPD machine guns, two BARs,
an $1mm mortar, and a rocket-
propelled grenade. Friendly cas-
ualties were four KIA and 21
WIA.

‘Later Encounter -

In a later encounter an ele-
ment of the 2/8th accounted for
eight enemy Kkilled. The element
was engaged in a search and

_clear mission on the Bong Son

Plain some 8 km nerthwest of
Bong Son when an enemy sol-
dier threw a grenade from a
hole. No one was wounded by
the grenade, but two Cavalry-
men were wounded in an ensu-
ing exchange of rifle fire.

A Second Brigade scout heli-
copter killed one cther enemy
during the day, bringing the fo-
tal for the day to 149.

Americal
Relocates
Farmers

CHU LAI (USA) — An Ameri-
and

his men
some 250 frightened Vietnamese
farmers to relocate in a more
secure area.

Company D, 3rd Battalion,
21st Infantry, evacuated the
farmers and their families dur-
ing a sweep of a Viet Cong con-
trolled area just outside a Pop-
ular Forces location northwest
of Tam Ky. :

““That was the purpose of the
sweep operation,” the company
commandér said. “We were to
offer assistance and transporta-
tion to people desiring to leave

the Viet Cong — dominated ter-:

ritory for an area of relative
security guarded by Popular
Forces.”

FIRST IN VIETNAM

<

ol.

ALWAYS ROOM FOR ONE MORE—Members of the 1st Cavalry Division's 1st of the 50th

crowd the deck of an APC as it moves into action.

(USA PHOTO SP/5 Jester H. Smith)

Medical Teams Bring Hope
To Harassed Montagnards

PLEIKU (I FF) — Although
the relocated Highland (Mon-
tagnard) village of Pleillneh —
some six miles east of Pleiku
—is repeatedly harassed by the
Viet Cong, there are times when
it can forget about war and
look to the future.

These are the brief periods
when Captains Harold H. Gar-
ner and Theodore R. Boyce, two
Army physicians, make their
weekly visits to the village with
the 937th Engineer Group’s
MEDCAP team.

MEDCAP (Medical Civic Ac-
tion Program) is instructing
the villagers in elementary
hygiene and sanitation princi-

Who's Throwing What?

CU CHI-If you asked PSG

Cornell Johnson Jr. of the 4th

Bn, 9th Inf “Manchu,” what it
is like to train rookies while
fighting Viet Cong, he just might
sit down and tell you a few
things.

It all happened on a recent
search and destroy mission, 16
kms south of Katum, during the
25th Div's Operation Yellow-

stone, when elements of the 3rd
Plt, Bravo Co, were searching

~a woodline.

Suddenly SP4 Hubert Stennis,
Johnson’s radio-telephone op-
erator from Jackson, Miss.,
heard a soft thud to his left rear,
whirled around and spotted what
looked like a rock 20 meters

away. “Hey Sarge,” Stennis
velled, ‘“‘someone is throwing
rocks at us.” Johnson turned
slowly saying, “Throwing

what?” For one long second,
there they stood, out in the mid-

dle of a spacious clearing, star-
ing from each other to where
the object landed. Then, when a
similar object was thrown from
the woodline, Johnson immedi-
ately dove for cover, screaming
at Stennis to keep low, and
opened up with his M-16 on full
automatic fire.

“So there I was, caught flat-
footed, while Sarge was blast-
ing away. What made it even
worse, was just then ‘Charlie’
opened up with an AK-47. I may
be a rookie, but I hit the ground
fast.”

Contact was broken as quick-
ly as it began. Slowly, Johnson
and Stennis inched to where the
objects lay. ‘‘As soon as we saw
what they were—grenades that
had failed to detonate — we
scrammed out of there fast,”
Johnson said.

“I learned my lesson,’” Sten-
nis said, “Now, whenever I hear
any sounds, I hit it fast and dis-
cuss it later.”

ples along with
first-aid measures.

‘““We are preparing them to
take care of themselves for the
time when we are no longer
around to help them,” said the
team leader. “And it's not an
easy assignment.”

The team’s major work is
with fungus and bacterial skin
diseases, worms, malaria, pneu-
monia, countless infected cuts
and occasional cases of plague.
Although each village visited by
the team usually has its own
trained aidman, according to
the U.S. doctors, ancient witch-
craft and superstition still ex-
ist, thus hampering the prog-
ress of modern medicine among

rudimentary

the villagers.

“But these Highlanders are
beginning to learn the basic ele-
ments of personal hygiene,”
said Captain Gardner. Accord-
ing fo the doctor, the elder are
now bathing as often as once a
day and have begun to use soap
which is distributed by the
MEDCAP group.

Captain Gardner stressed the
importance of helping prepare .
the villagers to take over his
duties themselves one day in
the future. *“We can help them
to build schools and teach them
the fundamentals of medical
treatment, but in the end these
people must replace us if our
project is to succeed.”

A MEDCAP team member examines Highlanders at Pleillneh.
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Getting B y
Is Not Enough

What would be your reaction to a situation such as
this: You've taken your car to a mechanic for some repairs
and when you go in to pick it up, you overhear him saying
to one of his friends, “I guess I could have done a better
job, but what the heck, this is good enough to get by
and he’ll never know the difference.”

You would no doubt be pretty upset. After all, you’re
paying this man to do a job and you don’t expect it to
be done with a “get by” attitude. :

When you are doing your job, are you an artist, a
craftsman, with the particular tools of your trade? When
you turn out a piece of work, is it the very best you can
produce—or have you cut a few corners because “it’s
close enough for government work”?

Don’t accept mediocrity.

Whether you are an administrator, cook, baker
mechanic, or in one of the hundreds of other assignments
in the Armed Forces, strive to do your job better than
anyone else. You will certainly have a great deal more
personal satisfaction knowing your job was done correctly
and completely. You will also find that a little extra
effort and attention to detail on your part will benefit you
in the long run.

When someone says, “When you give him a job to
do,—you know it’s going to be done right—he’s a real
artist,” make sure they’re talking about you. (AFPS)
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Civic Gains

SAIGON (MACY) — Military
civic action by Free World
Forces during November, 1967,
included the construction of
1,726 new dwellings for the peo-

ple of the Republic of Vietnam

and repair of 48 others.

A- MACV spokesman, citing
figures from a recently released
report, said other construction
during the month included 54
dispensaries, three hospitals,
127 new bridges, 451.2 kilome-
ters of new roads and 101 public
schools.

The  figures represent work
performed by all branches of
the U.S. Armed Forces as well
as that completed by members
of the Korean, Australian and
Filipino forces either alone or
jointly with members of the Re-
public of Vietnam’s Armed
Forces.

In addition to this, U.S. forces
contributed nearly all of 3.1 mil-
lion piasters denated to support
nine areas of need among the
Vietnamese.

Orphanages received almost
a third of the money, while gen-
eral welfare, religious aectivi-
ties, hospitals and medical care
and schools were designated for
large shares of the remainder.

In the field of medical and
dental care, it was reported
that slightly less than 600,000
medical treatments and over
23,000 dental treatments were
given the Vietnamese people
during the month., There were
1,149 surgical operations per-
formed, 691 emergency evacua-
tions completed and 233 X-rays
made in addition to the medical
and dental freatments.

Your Help Needed
To Combat Inflation

Recent national and interna-
tional events have spotlighted
the economic problems of the
United States and the world.

At home, according to the
president and the leading econ-
omists of the nation, we face a
potential spiral of inflation and
further reduction of the dollar’s
purchasing power,

From all indications, the U.S.
and its citizens are going to ex-
perience a period of economic
readjustment during which the
people are going to have to de-
cide what must be done to
strengthen the dollar of an

economy that has just, for the:

first time in history, achieved
a Gross National Product
(GNP) of more than $800 mil-
lion annually,

It is a meaningless event un-

value for every dime spent, We
need to buy only what we need,
to save in every way we can
and to budget carefully in those
areas that lend themselves to
reckless spending,

It is no easy task and there
is no easy way to accomplish
it, except by giving the subject
of combating inflation our at-
tention each and every day and
in all areas of our operations
here. (MACV)

less all America acts to halt
inflation and to strengthen the
dollar. Those of us in Vietnam
play a role. The war here is | |2
costing us $30 billion a year. =
?ur d}t{llar cils linked to the pias- : * BT

er. Regardless of which cur- T TN T e Ll
rency we use, piasters or dol- £ N.':‘-éi&-if’f T
lars, we need to make sure we | [N AT KEK AP A SEW W TRICK
are spending them wisely. We L BUSYlF |

need to insure that we get full

More Tips
On Local
Customs

SAGION (MACV) — As a
means of furthering Vietnam-
ese-American friendship, The
Observer will print regularly a
series of brief notes on Viet-
namese customs, traditions and
taboos, it is hoped that by
knowing and observing these lo-
cal customs, each U.S. service-
man will have a more success-
ful tour here and return home
with a better understanding of
the Vietnamese people.

The following is the second in
the series.

In Vietnam there is a custom
which says it is all right for
adults to pat, rub or touch chil-
dren’s heads, but it is a taboo
to do the same to other aduits.
This custom comes from the in-
fluence on Vietnamese of the
Confucius religion, in which
they respect different parts of
the human body — especially
the head.

Another Vietnamese custom
permits an adult to put his arms
around a child’s neck or shoul-
ders, but forbids this practice
with other adults. It is, how-
ever, permissible for two adults
to walk hand in hand,

Social Security
Withholding Total
Increased For 1968

. WASHINGTON (CD) — Social

Security pay check deductions
have been increased, for mili-
tary personnel and all other
Americans under the system, by
legislation signed into law short-
ly after New Year’s Day by
President Johnson.

The President pointed out
these increases will increase
Social Security benefits by at
least 13 per cent for about 24
million Americans beginning in
March. :

While Social Security pay
check deductions remain at 4.4
per cent, the old $6,600 annual
salary maximum from which

deductions are taken has been
raised to $7,800. This means that
the _maximﬁm possible total
deductions is increased from
1967°s $294 to $343.20.

Specific benefits stressed T

the President in signing the

legislation were:

® Maximum benefits for a re-
tired couple will rise from $207
to $234 and ultimately to §323 a
month.

® Minimum benefits for an
individual will be increased
from $44 to $55 a month.

® Qutside earnings can total
$140 a month with no reduction

in benefits.

AIRCRAFT 4.

SPACE AVAILABLE MEANS INSIDE THE

Army Short Tour Returnees
Offered Drill Sergeant Option

WASHINGTON (ANF) —Un-
accompanied U.S, Army en-
listed personnel who complete
a normal overseas tour of duty
in a short tour area may now
qualify for drill sergeant duty
under a new reenlistment
option.

This option offers an 18-month
stabilized tour of duty at one of
three training centers of the ap-
plicant’s choice provided he
completes the drill sergeant
course and is accepted as a
drill sergeant.

All male enlisted personnel in
grades E-4 to E-7 who are serv-
ing-one of the combat arms or
in a surplus or balanced MOS,

and are not drawing proficiency
pay, are eligible to reenlist for
this option.

Prerequisites include profi-
ciency in present military oc-
cupational specialty, general
technical aptitude area (GT)
score of at least 90, and demon-
strated leadership and soldier-
ly qualities. An applicant must
be less than 39 years old.

Reenlistment for this option
must be accomplished no earlier

than 180 days and no later than

30 days prior to returning from
overseas. Perscmnel are not

assignment.

eligible to select this optio { =
after returning te CONUS for lg f
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Three U.S. Units Team Up;
Modernize School For Blind

SAIGON (MACV) — Three
U.S. forces have teamed up to
bring a little comfort and hap-
piness to some 45 students of
the Primary School for Blind
Boys in Cholon, the sister city
of Saigon. °

The units are the J-1 person-
nel section of MACV Headquar-
ters, the 1st Infantry Division
at Dian, and the personnel of
Naval Forces Vietnam (COM-
NAVFORV). :

Upon learning of the school,
and its needs for food, clothing,
modern plumbing, adequate
kitchen facilities and a host of
other items, a civic action proj-
ect was undertaken by Com-
mander C. D. Wheeler, J-1 sec-
tion at MACV., Commander
Wheeler inspected all of the fa-
cilities and made a mental in-
ventory of the work necessary
to modernize the school. g

On the list of immediate
needs were blankets, clothes,
mosquito netting, and kitchen

and dining hall utensils. With
the boys’ immediate necessities
provided, Commander Wheeler
then went to the task of re-
habilitating the kitchen. Seeing
that the kitchen and mess hall
would take more than just dona-
tions of equipment and money,

Commander Wheeler took leave

and turned into the role of ‘“Mr.
Fixit.” With hammer, saw and
paintbrush he became a famil-
iar figure around the school.
Word of the commander’s ef-
forts spread to the Commander,
Naval Forces Vietnam, head-
quartered in Saigon. The navy-
men there began to colleect
money to purchase needed
items for the scheol. First a re-
frigerator was purchased, then
a water cooler, then a radio—
and the list continued to grow.
News of the efforts of the J-1
Personnel and the COMNAV-
FORV men spread to still an-
other group of U.S. servicemen
—the Army’s 1st Infantry Divi-

Students of the Primary School for Blind Boys in Cholon learn to play musical instruments in classes taught at the schoel.

sion at Dian. Red tape was
snipped and a truck load of re- -
cently captured rice was on its
way to Saigon.

Arrival of the rice was quite
an occasion for the boys, said
school supervisor, Major Phan
Van Suong. He expressed his
sincere appreciation to Com-
mander Wheeler and his men,
the COMNAVFORV personnel,
and to the 1st Infantry Division.

Major Suong spoke briefly
about the school and how the
boys were learning to cope with
their handicap. He also spoke
of the long road of adjustment
necessary to make one's way
in the dark world, having been
permanently blinded himself
during a battle with the Viet
Cong.

Photos By
Sp 4 Thomas G. Wong
69th Signal Battalion
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Children and parents wait for their turn to receive presents at the VNMC pre-Tet party.

Vietnamese, U.S. Marines

Hold Pre-Tet Celebration

TU DUC (MACV) — Official-
ly it was a week before Tet,
but for 147 Vietnamese Marine
Corps dependent families it
didn’t seem to matter . . . they
all had a good time and came
away loaded with gifts.

The occasion was a pre-Tet
cclebration held at the Vietnam-
ese Marine Corps (VNMC)
Training Center here. It was
sponsored by Vietnamese and
American Marines and the in-
ternationally known CARE or-
ganization.

Throngs of children anxiously
awaited their names to be
called to receive the presents

Both father and son seem pleased with their presents,

of school - kits, woodworking
kits, mosquito nets, clothing,
soap, toys and blankets.

As each child stepped forward
to receive the gifts for his fami-
ly, the excitement generated by
the occasion could be felt by
each person present. The chil-
dren received the gifts at the
outdoor ceremony in the tradi-
tional manner, giving a quiet
thank you and a bow from the
waist.

The training center was deco-

“rated in all the customary Tet

symbols. Among those most

 prominent was the “Cay Neu,”

one of Tet's most ancient sym-

bols. It’s a bamboo pole about -

30 feet high, erected to frighten
off the evil spirits, A small bas-
ket containing betel and areca
nuts, as gifts to the good spir-
its, is attached to the top.

Richard Noreikis, a CARE
representative from Saigon,
presented the gifts to the fami-
lies of the cadre at the training
center. All the gifts were fur-
nished through CARE and dona-
tions from the United States.

Major Hoang Van Nam, com-
manding officer of the training
center, officiated at the cere-
monies along with Colonel Rich-
ard L. Michael Jr., senior U.S.
Marine advisor to the VNMC,
and Mr. Noreikis.

The presentation of the gifts
was only part of a day long
program for the Marines and
their families. Later that day
a ceremonial dinner complete
with a stage show and dancing
was held.

Story and Photos
By
SSgt Ted Owen, USMC
Staff Writer

Families

received woodworking kits, clothing and blankets. .

_'—-——
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American Forces Vietnam |
Network—Channel 11

(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)
* (Guide For Week Of Feb. 7-13, 1968)

Wednesday Feb. 7

1830 Mews Headlines

Lost in Space
1930 News and Sports
2300  Insight

. 2405 Scientists In the Sea

Metrotone Newsreel
2030 Addams Family
2100 Carol Burnett
2260 Sports (Re-Run) d
2300 Late News
2315 Sports (Continued)

Thursday Feb. 8

1830 News Headlines -
Third Man

1900 Flying Fisherman

1930° News and Sports

2000 Insight

2055 Information Feature

2030 Dick Van Dyke

2190 Kraft Music Hall

2200 Perry Mason

2300 Late News

2315 Jerry Lewis

Friday Feb. 9

1830 News Headlines

Wild Wild West
1930 News and Sports
2020 Insight
2505 Information Feature
2930 Bewitched
2130 Big Valley
2200 Aifred Hitchcock
2300 Lale News
2315 Joey Bishop Show

Saturday Feb. 10

1230 News Headlines’

Mike Douglos Show
1345 Greatest Dramas
1400 CBS Golf Classic
1500 Sports of the Week
1730, Information Special
1830 Lawrerce Welk
1930 MNews and Sports

2005 |Information Feature
2030 My Favorite Martion
2100 Jackie Gleason
2200 Gunsmoke *

2300 Late News

2315 Feature Movie

Sunday Feb. 11

1230 News Headlines }
Christophers/Sacred Heart

1300 Chapel of the Air

1330 Feature Movie

1500 Sports of the Week

1800 GE College Bowl

1830 Voyage to the Bottom of
the Sea

1930 News and Sports

2000 Window on Vietnam

2005 Bell Telephone Hour

2030 Fractured Flickers

2100 Ed Sullivan

2200 Bonanza

2300 Late Mews

2315 Dean Martin Summer Show

Monday Feb, 12

1830 News Headlines

Daniel Boone
1930 News & Sports
2000 Insight
2005 Magic Room
2030 Hollywood Palace
2130 AFVN Tet Special
2200 Mission Impossible
2300 Late News
2315 Tonight Show

Tuesday Feb, 13

1830 News Headlines

Official Detective
1900 Bobby Lord Show
1930 Mews cnd Sports
2090 Insight
2005 Biography
2030 Green Acres
2100 Red Skelton
2200 Combat
2300 Late Mews

|Beetle Bailey

By Mort Walker|

:

200 Insight 2315 Feafure Movie
; Answer te Previous Puzzle
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
; AlM PlAIR OlR[0
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© 14-Period of time  10.Be mistaken. olomil INJAITIE PIT
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peoperty 23-Turkish decree 1l
24-Male sheep 25.Male
26-Fee 27.5utt i 38-5um 54-ireland
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1. Jack Nicklaus was pro
golf’s leading money winner in
1967 with $200,000 in official
money. How much did Nicklaus
pocket in his first pro tourney?

2. Who is the only auto rac-
ing driver to ever win the In-
dianapolis 500 and the Le Mans
endurance race in the same
year?

3. Who is the oldest player

in the National and American
Foothall leagues?
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A U.S. Air Force dentist treats Vietnamese d.urmg a VNAF MEDCAP field trip. -

arine Jets Support ARVN

CHU LAI (USMC)—Two F-4B
Phantom jets of Marine Fighter
Attack Squadron-115 recently
disabled a platoon of Viet Cong
south of here during a close air
support mission for an outnum-
bered Republic of Vietnam
Army reconnaissance team.

Marine Captain John C. Hurst,
the Phantom flight wingman,
said, “A Marine helicopter was
trying to evacuate a wounded
ARVN soldier and a U.S. ad-
visor when we arrived over the
target area. The recon team
was pinned down by heavy fire
from a village of fortified strue-
tures. Our forward airborne
controller told us that the ene-
my and ARVN troops were im-

peding the evacuation lift.”

“The proximity of the team
and the enemy was bad enough
for both of our Phantoms, but
the situation was a little more
exciting for myself and my radar
intercept operator (RIO) (First
Lieutenant Allan L. Sherwin).”

Their Phantom blew a tire
during take-off, adding another
moment of tension to the situa-
tion. During the 30-minute mis-
sion, the pair worked with the
controller to hit the Viet Cong
at low altitudes while contacting
Chu Lai to prepare for an emer-
gency landing.

Over the target, the Phantems
drew intense enemy small arms
fire, which allowed the heli-

Unit Tumbles Trees

Key Road Cleared

LONG THANH (USA) — Dur-
ing the recently completed oper-
ation Santa Fe, the 86th Engi-
neer Battalion’s Land Clearing
team and Company A cleared
82 miles or roadway, created 11

base camps and landing zones
and helped restore commerce

to a large portion of Binh Tuy
Province.

Until the past November, the
jungles arounc Highway 1 in
Binh Tuy had provided ambush
cover for the Viet Cong. The
route had been closed to civilian
traffic for years, and villages
along the route had been aban-
doned.

Then on Nov. 1 the engineers,

supporting the 9th Infantry Di-
vision, moved in with their' Rome
plows-bulldozers equipped with

angled, razor-edged blades and

began clearing land. In all they

leveled 8,898 acres of medium
heavy jungle and removed 3,821
acres of fallen trees.

In cases where the trees were
too large for fast plow work,
they were blasted out. Com-
pany A’'s Demolition Platoon
used 192,850 pounds of explo-
sives to fell 5,090 trees meas-
uring from 18 to 76 inches in
diameter,

A 100-yard swath was cut on
each side of the road for much
of the 82 miles, and 22 outposts
and base camps were cleared
for Regional and Popular
Forces in the area.

Coastal cities like Ham Tan
now have an overland route to
ship their fish to markets in
Saigon and the increased move-
ment over the highway indi-
gates new life within the prov-
inces.
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copter to dip into the area and
extract the wounded men. As
the evacuation aircraft lifted
away from the area, the ARVN
troops began a speedy with-
drawal and the jet fighters at-
tacked. 2

According to Captain Hurst,
the 'controller called upon the
flight leader, Lieuteant Colonel
Carl L. Battistone, and his RIO,
First Lieutenant Ronald P. Rob-
son, to make the first attack run
over the fortified village. Alter-
nating their passes, the two
Phantoms delivered more than
three tons of ordnance, destroy-
ing or damaging 22 structures
and killing 10 enemy troops.

“After Colonel Battistone
dropped his first two 250-pound
bombs’ the captain said, ‘‘the
controller, spotted the enemy
troops abandoning the riddled
section of the village and run-
ning in the open. They were the
target for my first run with 500
pound bombs. Making low alti-
tude runs to avoid endangering
the friendly force, we could see
the effects of our ordnance and
the hostile fire ceased.”

Flight line Marines at Marine

Aircraft Group-13 were standing
by as the Phantoms returned to
Chu Lai. Emergency precau-
tions had been taken for the
landing of the crippled aircraft.

Captain Hurst piloted his jet
with precision as the Phantom’s
dangling hook for short airfield
landings caught the shore-based
arresting gear line which
stretches across the west run-
way.

- VNAF Medics

Visit Hamlets

DA NANG (I CORPS) — “We
would like to come here more
often, but there are so many
other villages that need our
help,” said First Lieutenant Le
Thue Lang.

Lieutenant Lang was talking
about his MIEDCAP visit to
Khue Trung II hamlet just south
of Da Nang air base. He wants
to do more for the people, but
there are five other nearby
hamlets that keep him busy.

Doctor Lang heads a Viet-
namese Air Force (41st Wing)
MEDCAP team in his free time.
He visits the hamlets every
chance he gets.

During his visit to Khue
Trung, the VNAF doctor treated
70 patients.

“Most of the people are either
young or old,” the doctor says.
Our cases range from stomach
and headaches to malaria, skin

infections and rheumatic dis-
eases.” .

“It’s a fine program, but it
isn’t enough. We get back to the
same hamlet about once a
month, but more teams and
medicine are needed,” he ad-
ded. ;

Lieutenant Lang has 10 Viet-
namese Air Force medical
specialists to help him and his
team often gets a big boost from
the U.S. dental clinic of the
366th Tactical Fighter Wing at
Da Nang. During a recent MED-
CAP visit, the base dental
section treated all patients re-
quiring dental treatment.

“Most of our work,” said the
lieutenant, ‘‘involves diagnos-
ing the illnesses and then doing
what we can with pills, anti-
biotics and minor treatment.
Our American friends in the
dental clinic take care of the
problems dealing with oral hy-
giene.”

Friendship Platoon
~ Teaches English

LONG BINH (I FF) — The
“Friendship Platoon’ of the 2nd
Civil Affairs Company held a
conference here recently to dis-
cuss the progress of its English
Instruction Program in the
Long Binh-Bien Hoa area. In
the program, Vietnamese
youngsters are taught conver-
sational English through the
voluntary efforts of American
soldier-instructors.

The platoon commander, Cap-
tain Eugene J. Doll, said the
meeting was called o exchange
ideas as well as offer an ex-
‘planation of the program’s goals
for the benefit of new instruc-
tors.

Vietnamese  principals. of
schools, where the new instruc-
tors will teach, also attended
the conference. )

A dozen former students pre-

sented a typical classroom ex- .

ercise to illustrate the various
techniques and procedures in
teaching. Specialist 4 Melvin E.
Stone served as the instructor
for the demonstration. He is
generally credited with being
the innovator of the English-
instruction program.

The exercise demonstration
pointed out that the major prob-

U.S. Soldiers Help Build
New Village Market

DAU TIENG (USA) — Not
too long ago the village market-
place in Dau Tieng was badly
in need of repairs and very
overcrowded on market days.
Today it is the village show-
case.

It came about shortly after
local district officials contacted
the 25th Division’s 3rd Brigade
Civil Affairs Team about the
possibilities of getting some as-
sistance in remodeling the old
market place.

The team obtained the need-
ed materials and the villagers
started doing the actual repairs.
They expanded both sides of the
building, which increased floor
space by 40 per cent, and re-
paired and repainted the whole
building.

All work was done by the vil-
lagers and Vietnamese soldiers
stationed in the local area.

“We now have a market place

e

that will benefit all people of
the district and one that we can
all be proud of,” stated the dis-
trict chief at a ribbon cutting
ceremony openning the im-
proved marketplace

lem in teaching conversational
English is the difficulty encoun-
tered by persons of each na-
tionality attempting to apply
their particular national pro-
nunciation rules to ‘a foreign
language. :

Monfagnafds
Give Pipes
To Marines

CAM LO (USMC)—Two 3rd
Marine Division civil affairs of-
ficers ‘have been presented sil-
ver-trimmed, handmade smok-
ing pipes by hamlet chiefs of the
Hung Phu (1) Highland (Mon-
tagnard) settlement at Cam Lo.

First Lieutenant John H,
Eager, 1st Battalion, 12th Ma-
rines, and Captain Robert M.
Reed, 38rd Marine Regiment
civil affairs officer, were given
the pipes as tokens of apprecia-
tion for assistance to the settle-
ment.

“We've long since been ac-
cepted by the people,” said
Captain Reed, ‘‘and now we are
almost considered part of the
village.”

The pipes were presented at
a ceremony: celebrating the be-
ginning of construction on a new
settlement school. Hamlet chil-
dren sang songs in their na-
tive language.

It was hard to tell who was
more pleased, the two officers
being honored or the pipe-maker
who beamed when the Marines
filled the pipes and began smok-
ing.

The new marketplace in Dau Tieng is a beehive of activity.




	2835Newspaper615018i1 feb
	2835Newspaper615018j1 feb
	2835Newspaper615018k1 feb
	2835Newspaper615018l1 feb

