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namese students aspects of F-5 jet engine.

* U.S. Air Force Master Sergeant Duane C. Sopp, Chandler, Arlz., explams to Viet- :

(VNAF Photo)

Chief Malaria Combatans

Had Big

Saigon (USN)—An 0k1dhoma-
born doctor. lawyer, Indian
(1/16 Cherokee) leff South Viet-
nam after a year here as Ameri-
ca’s chief malaria combatant.

Under Viet Cong as well as
‘mosquite attack for 12 months,
U.S. Navy Lieutenant Com-
mander Robert G. Smith,
Broken Arrow, Okla., served as
the Chief of Preventive Medi-
cine for the United States Mili-

. tary Assistance Command, Viet-
nam.

The Tulsa County native ar-
rived in ‘Saigon' in May 1956
‘after preparing for his assign-
‘ment at the Navy’s Bureau of
Medicine and Surgery in Wash-
‘ington. Commander Smith is a-
medical doctor, an attorney-at-
law, and a public helath expert.

. He is licensed to practice

kS @'-medicin'e in  Oklahoma, Mis-
" souri, and Massachusetts and to

- practice law in- Oklahoma
and Massachusetts. Commander
Smith is one“of only two known

Pony Express

Chu Lai (USA) — There have
been many unusual letters re-
L ceived by American soldiers
| -serving in Vietnam, but Private
‘ -First Class Fred Charboneau,

Syracuse, N.Y., may hold claim
to the strangest. :
Charboneau, a cook with the
- -196th’ Light Infantry Brigade’s .
3d Battalion, 21st Infantry, re-
«ceived a letter stamped “De-
livered by Pony Express.”

... "“At first I thought it was a
Joke, “‘he-related, *‘but when I
Tead the letter, it explained .
everything.”

hl‘; languaue skills,

' COMMANDER SMITH

American doctor-lawyer-public
health authority combina-
tions . . . and the only one in

the U.S. Navy.

Before leaving the States last
year, he added Vietnamese to
which al-

Placed m an express rider’'s

. pouch during the 10th annual

Hash Knife Pony Express run
which orginates at St. Joseph,
Mo., and ending at Sacramento,
Calif. Charboneau’s letter was

picked up in Scottsdale, Ariz.,

arriving in Sacramento three
days later,

“I'm_sure glad it doesn’t
come by Pony Express every
time,” Charboneau said. = “'It

.takes those riders too long.”

- *“You "don’t know,” someone

-chmied in. “Maybe the Indians

held them up,”

ready

Job in Vietnam

included fluent French
and Spanish and a working
knowledge of German, Itdlian
and Russmn

“Seventy-five percent of all
hospitalized American service-
men who have been in Vietnam
are admitted for freatment of
tropical diseases rather than for
battle wounds;” Commander
Smith observed.

Confronted with that fact, the
Oklahoma physician-publie
health expert assumed the task
of “coordinating and supervis-

ing all preventive medicine ac-

tivities of U.S. Army, Navy, Air
Force and Marine forees in
Vietnam and of advising the
RVN armed forces and other
Free World Forces on such
matters.”

He: also served as the preven-
tive medicine liaison officer bhe-
tween U.S. military forces and
the United States Agency for
International Devclopment {(US-
AID).

The many- facctcd ]Ob required
that Commander Smith travel
extensively. to locate and com-
‘bat the malaria mosquito prob-
Jem. Visiting 27 of South Viet-
nam’s 43 provinces, he estimates
that he traveled 20,000 to 25,000
miles “investigating disease out-
breaks™” during his tour.

Probably the closest call of
all his experiences during his
year in Vietnam came during
a trip in the northern provinces.

*“A flat tire on our jeep de-

Jayed us for about half an hour
‘as we ftraveled to-a little vil-

lage,”” Commander Smith. ex-
{Continued on Back Page)

- ported,

R&R Winner
R&R’s “Mr. 250,000”
a fine time in Bangkok.
Read all about it on
Page 9 of this issue. He
stayed four more days to
spend his own money,
but there may not be a
story about that.

Sp4 Radfield

VNAF

Starts

j t . E i y g

Bien Hoa (USAF)-FThe Vietnamese Air Force’s
(VNAF) 23rd Tactical Wing is taking another step into
the Jet age here this month with the completion of a

new training building for instruction on the supersonic
F-5 Freedom Fighter. The F-5 was recently added to

the Vietnamese airforce.

The building’ is divided into various rooms ‘which

have been constructed to house
the components of the F-5. Some
of the rooms are equipped to
facilitate instruction in the
20mm cannon and bomb racks,
the engines, the fuel system and
the landing gear. One room has
the cockpit of a F-5.

To assist in the transition from
piston-engined aircraft to jet-
engined aircraft, the U.S. Air
Foree ' Training Command has
furnished a Mobhile Training
Team (MTT) to piovide class-
room instruction in all phases
of F-5 maintenance. Entering
the new program will be 160
officers ‘and enlisted men of
VNAF,

The ' six-month program will
provide training in the neces-
sary fields required to keep the
F-5 in a combat ready state.
Such things as armament, in-
strumentation, navigation, com-
munication and engine tear down
and build-up will be taught

Victims Of
Fire Get

Donations

Can Tho (1V Corps) — Con-
tributing funds to assist 71 Viet-
namese families whose homes
were, destroyed by fire, Ameri-
can personnel in. Can Tho donat-
ed 123,660 piasters for the relief
of the stricken Vietnamese.

Although no injuries were re-
the Vietnamese lost all
their belongings except the few
items they were able to carry
away from -the blaze.

Lieutenant Colonel Thomas
Westermann, senior U.S. advi-
sor to the 4th Area Logistical
Command, was the organizer of
the piaster drive. Under his su-
pervision, collection points were
established at various locations
throughout the city.

In addition to the money, re-
lief commodities of eclothing,
food and building materials
were obtained through the ef-
forts of Advisory Team 10 and
its Vietnamese counterparts.

The money and supplies are

being distributed on a prorated

basis, depending on the size of
each family. :

Cheney Award

To MOH Winner

Washington
Force Major

(AFNB) — Air
Bernard Fisher,

recipient of the Medal of Honor

for heroism in Vietnam, has

‘been selected to receive the 1966

Cheney Award,

-area.

The ultimate goal of the pro-
gram is to prepare 13 VNAF
instructors to take the place of
the American instructors .once
the MTT completes its mission
of 250 maintenance specialists
for support of the F-5s.

When the VNAF personnel
complete the course, they will
join 120 other VNAF officers and
enlisted men presently studying
in the United States and form
the 522nd Fighter Squadron, the
first VNAF jet squadron.

The F-5 is designed to meet a
wide variety of military condi-
tions. For example, it requires
only 20 maintenance hours per
flving hour, less than any other
supersonic tactical fighter.

VC Cries

‘Unclel’

Duc Pho (USA)—A touch of
irony was detected recently on
the battlefield when the leader
of a Popular Forces platoon
was found to be the uncle of a
survivor of a Viet Cong platoon.

The Popular Forces platoon
was operating north of Duc Pho
when contact was made with
the VC platoon. In the heated
battle that ensued only . three
VC survived.

The next morning one of the
survivors, To Tach, turned him-
self into A Company, 1st Battal-
ion, 35th Infantry, 25th Infantry
Division under the Chieu Hoi
(open arms) program,

The new Hoi Chanh (Chieu
Hoi returnee) said his father
warned him that Popular Forces
had increased operations in the
Disregarding the warn-
ings, To Tach remained with
his platoon.

Quite frightened, To Tach ex-
plained, “I am a VC, but I want
to return to my government. L
have been a VC for two years,

‘free to roam as I pleased. Then
‘suddenly everything changed. I .
-have been hunted day and niglit

with little or no time fo rest.”

Taken by chopper to Duc Pho
for interrogation, he learned

.that his uncle was the Popular
‘Forces leader. When asked what

he plans to do now that his gov-
ernment has received him, he
replied: “I want to join my un-
cle’s platoon!”



Page 2

OBSERVER

June 28, 1967

Ti

Editorial

lLetters for Freedom

up to every American to fight for the freedom we
hold so dear. If we don’t, the smells of free air could

become dark and damp as in a prison cell.”

This was written in a letter by Army Private First
Class Hiram D. Strickland last year

George Washington Award from the Freedoms Foundation,
received the award. It was

PFC Strickland never

presented to his family because he was killed in Vietnam
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defending the freedom he held so dear.

This freedom for which so many have sacrificed their
lives on the battlefields of the world is the basis for the
1967 Freedoms Foundation Awards Program. This year’s
subject is, “Freedom—My Heritage, My Responsihility.”

Every serviceman and woman on active duty is eligi-
ble to submit as many entries as he may desire. Each
entry may be in the form of a letter, essay or poem of
not less than 100 nor more than 500 words in length.
Entries must be sent to Freedoms Foundation, Valley
19481, prior to Nov. 1, 1967. :

Members of the Armed Forces may also compete for
the other Freedoms Foundation awards offered.
dents of service members, who are not eligible to enter

Forge, Pa.,

Depen-

the Letter Awards Program, may compete for awalds n

other categories.

_Additional information on the Freedoms Foundatlon
Awards Program may be obtained by writing to Freedoms

Foundation, Valley Forge, Pa.,
When you submit your entry, be sure to include your
full name, rank, service number, branch of service, or-

19481.

ganization, and home state address.

This is your opportunity to be heard, to express
your feelings about those freedoms you have sworn to

defend and for which PFC Strickland and thousands of
others have gwen then llvec.

(AFNB)

which won the

A Dong Saved Is
A Dong Earning

(PACAF-NS) — Your savings
can earn 10 per cent interest
per year if you are stationed
overseas,

You say it can’'t be done?
Well it can, and all you have
to do is sign an allotment.

The old saying “let your
money work for you' could not
be any more true than it is to-
day. While most people are get-
ting between four and five per
cent interest on their savings in
banks throughout the
States, the Governmeni will pay
‘you 10 per cent on your savings
while you are assigned over-
seas.,

That's right — a big 10 per
cent on all savings depesited un-
der the Uniformed Service Sav-
ings Deposits Program. Under
Public Law 89-538, any member
of the Armed Forces overseas,
regardless of grade, can save
any amount of his unallotted pay
and allowances in this savings
deposit program and the Gov-
ernment will pay 10 per cent in-
terest compounded quarterly.

While you are helping your-
self by saving for your goals and
future needs, you also will be

United -

helping your government
achieve a specific g.ndl of its
own.

This helps reduce our - coun-
try’s gold flow, The money you
save while stationed in a foreign
country reduces the number of
U.S. dollars being spent in that
country.

In a nutshell, America’s bal-
ance of payments problem is
that more dollars are going out
of the country than are coming
in, putting the United States in
a deficit position. This is the
problem that must be overcome.

Thus, saving overseas not only
helps you, but also protects the
Nation’s economic strength by
reducing balance of payments
expenditures and the resulting
drains on our gold reserves.

Everyone benefits from this
plan.

Upon your return, all deposits
plus interest will be paid to you.
And in case of death, all de-
posits, plus interest, will be paid
to your survivors.

Get ~ on ,the savings band
wagon now. Investigate the Uni-
formed Services Savings Deposit
Program. Both you “and your
Government benefit,

Justice
88 Years
Later . ..

Washington (ALNS) — The
favorable decision from an Ar-
my review board in the cele-
brated Major Marcus A. Reno
case has ben hailed by the
American Legion as a historie
milestone in military justice.

The decision by the Army’s
Board for the Correction of Mili-
tary Records, announced at an
American Legion press confer-
ence, reversed a court martial
verdict of 1879 which gave Ma-
jor Reno a dishonorable dis-
charge for conduct unbecoming
an officer. He was one of Colonel
George A. Custer’s troop com-
manders at the Battle of Little
Big Horn, famous as “Custer’s
last stand.”

The dishonorable discharge
resulted from_ a series of mis-
adventures, Major Reno’s cour-
age was questioned on his rec-
o-d at the Battle of Little Big
Horn, even though he had been
cleared of cowardice charges at
a previous trial.

Charles Reno, Jackson
Heights, N.Y., the great grand-
nephew of Major Reno and the
American Legion’s star witness,
in accepting the official docu-
ment of decision from the Army
board, said, “I am' deeply
grateful to the board, the Secre-
tary of the Army and to the
American Legion for all their
help in this case. It is vindica-
tion and a v;ctm\ a[ last for

Ma]m Reno.”
“Eighty-eight years later,”
Charles * Reno said, *‘justice

comes to Major Marcus A.
Reno, who will come to rest, re-
cognized and rewarded — for
23 years faithful and loyal com-
missioned service to his coun-
try.”

Wanted-
Retired
Marines

Washington (USMC) — Head-
quarters Marine Corps is seek-
ing applications from retired
Marine officers and enlisted per-
sonnel to fill instructor billets
at Junior ROTC units. This in-
cludes three new schools and the
five additional schools - being
considered for ‘units, with acti-
vation dates tentatively set for
later this year.

Applications, sent to the Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps
(Code AF), Washington, D.C.
20580, should include the follow-
ing information: (1) civilian em-
ployment since retirement; (2)
area of the country in which the
applicant desires employment
as an instructor; (3)  civilian
education since retirement: and
(4) ‘a: full-length photograph.

Those ' selected will receive
pay and allowances for the
grade or rank held at the time
of their retirement. However,
the movement of household ef-
fects or feimbursement for
travel to the school location is
not authorized if the retiree uti-
lized the one such authorized
move upon retirement.

Applicants will be considered
on a competitive basis and will be
informed of their status as soon
as possible. Personnel selected
for assignment will be recom-
mended to the school for em-
ployment as instructors. The
employment and assignment of
instructors is expected to begin
in late July or August,

So You Pay Twice!

Washington (NavNews) — A
Goldflinger, in case vou don’t
know yet, is someone who adds
to the Gold Flow by needlessly
spending American dollars on
the foreign market.

He probably has a difficult
time finding the connection be-
tween his paychecks and the $15
billion worth of gold bullion
stacked up inside Fort Knox.
“Sure, sure,” he may say, “I've
heard all about it. Now tell me
how anything I do is going to
make any difference.”

Okay, Goldflinger, here’s the
story.

The money of the United
States of America is the most
trusted currency in the “world
because it can be exchanged at
any time for its value in gold.

The U.S. Treasury will give
one ounce of gold for every $35
in currency—to foreign banks,
of course, since it is illegal for
U.S. citizens -to keep any but
the smallest quantities of gold.

It is also true that paper cur-
rency—of any country, not just
the U.S. is only as valid as the
promise behind it. A country
that prints more money than it
can cover in gold reserves, is
like 2 man who overdraws on a
checking account.

Pretty soon his personal
checks will be worthless be-
cause no one wants them. Of
course, international finance is
considerably more complicated,
but the idea is the same. U.S.
currency is valuable bLecause it
can be trusted.

With such a trustworthy cur-
rency, a ‘‘stable currency’ as
it is called, there is never any

reason to ““cash in,”’ since the
money can be used again and
again, 3

However, certain countries,
wishing to build up their own
gold supplies, have taken ad-
vantage of this recently. Instead
of spending the dollars that
come into their hands through
international trade, they have
begun to exchange them for

gold. ; —
The Gold Flow can be stopped

— or slowed down considera-
bly—at an early stage, before
dollars fall into the hands of
othér nations. It doesn’t take
much to see.that if we cut down
to a minimum the amount of
U.S. currency flowing into other

countries we will reduce to a

minimum the possibility for
Gold Flow out of the United
States.

" There are four ways that you
can help stop the Gold Flow by
yourr own efforts:

1. Shop at the commissary
and the exchanges, “Buy

American.” ' This: includes pur-
chasing American cars which
are sold in Vietnam Regional
Exchanges at reduced prices.

2. Patronize military clubs
and messes and Armed Forces
recreation. areas.

3. Fly on American airliners.

4, Invest your money, in
Freedom Shares, Saving Bonds,
checking account, or in the Uni-
formed Services Savings De-
posits.

The programs which are de-
signed to stop Gold Flow by
reducing unnecessary spending
on the local economy are also
designed to benefit you.
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Medics |

Cu Chi (USA) — Two Viet
Cong guerrillas teok advantage
of the presence of U.S. 25th
Infantry Division and Vietnam-
ese Regional Forees soldiers
during a Medical Civie Action
Program (MEDCAP) in the vil-
‘Jage of Xom Bo—the VC walked
into the village waving “Chieu
Hoi”’ safe conduet passes.

The MEDCAP team from 4th
Battalion, 23rd Infantry and a
company of Regional Forces
were handing out packages of
food and clothing to the villag-
ers when the two Viet Cong
gave themselves up.

Upon questioning, ' one  re-
vealed that he had been active
in the area for nine months and
had been waiting for the op-
portunity to become a “‘Hoi
Chanh” (Chieu Hoi returnee).
Both men gave information on
local food and weapon caches.

Aceording to Major William
W. Roush, civil affairs eofficer,
the 1st Brigade has received 27
Hoi Chanhs in the -last two
months, many of whom have
helped the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion.

Navy Nurses
Come Ashore

Washington (AFNB) — Wom-
en Navy Nurses have been au-
thorized to serve ashore in Vief-
nam for the first time by the
Chief of Naval Operations with
the first contingent expeeted at
the Da Nang Station Hospital
around August 1. Women nurses
are currently serving -abeard
twe hospital ships in Southeast
.ﬁbldll waters.

Saigon (USN) — Two new,
high-speed, heavily-armed U.S.
Navy gunboafs have joined the
Vietnam conflict and are operat-
ing with the U.S. Coastal Sur-
veillance Feorce in Operation
Market Time.

ville, commanded by Lieutenant
Henry Dale, Flint, Mich., and
USS Gallup, commanded by
Lieutenant Commander William
T. Spane, Jr.,, are currently
operating from bases
Nang and Cam Ranh Bay.

As Market Time units, the
fwa ships form part of the joint
U.S.-Vietnamese barrier de-
signed to prevent the movement

| Exchange

Saigon (USA) — Twenty-nine
Vietnamese girls were graduat-
ed recently from the Long Binh
Exechange School near here.

The girls first- graduates of
the new school since its found-
ing, are all employees of the
Bien Hoa-Long Binh area of the

Vietnam = Regional Exchange.
- They were taught job-related

English as clerk-typists, cash-
iers and sales personnel.

The school is open five hours
a day, five days a week, and
at present there are five Chieu
Hoi returnees studying typing
at the school. After completion
of the five-week . course, they
also will join other g,la(ludtos
as employees of nine local ex
‘changes.

The Long Binh Exchange
School was established in May
of this year by Major Eugene
A. Hardy, area exchange offi-

cer, The major provided the
buildings, chairs, blackboards
and other necessary facilities

while the USAID organization
provided the instructers.

" The instructors at the school .

are Linda Phillips,
English;

job-related
Andrea Norman, office
Nguyen

and
policy

Thi Minh Lien, {yping;
John Walker, procedure,
and cash register.

Education is the key that
opens the golden door of oppor-
tunity. See your education offi-
cer and take advantage of the
educational programs available
to servicemen and women,

shipping,

The new gunboats, USS Ashe-:

attebha

nf _enemy tloaps and sup])lles-

into South Vietnam by sea.

First of a new class of Navy
ships especially designed for
patrol and interdiction of enemy
the gunboats are well
suited for the missions of the
Navy's Coastal Surveillance
Forces.

The 165-foot ships, construct-
ed almost entively of aluminum
and fiberglass, eruise at 16 knots
and use a marine adaptation of
the J-79 gas turbojet aireraft en-
gine for high speed propulsion to
speeds of more than 40 knots.

Armed with a 3-inch naval
gun, .50 caliber machineguns
and a 40mm cannen, the ships
carry a crew of 3 oificers and
21 t-nllstvd men.

School Trains 29 Vlefs

TEACHERS—Mesdames Andrea Norman and Nguyen
Thi Minh Lien compare notes on their students. Both

| teach typing.

(VRE Photo) -

FAST—USS Gallup (PG- 85) is shown operating in South Pacific before coming to Viet-
nam. Both gunboats are now operating here.

New Type of Gunboat Joins
Navy's Market Time Fleef

(USN Photo)

Captain Ralph DiCori, com-
mander of the Navy's Coastal
Surveillance Force, Task Force
115, said of the ships, *“With
their high speed and added fire-
power, the presence of Patrol
Gunboats in Market Time is ex-
pected to significantly increase
what is already a highly ef-
fective coastal surveillance and
off-shore gunfire effort.”

Market Time’s newest mem-
bers joined Navy Swift Beats
(PCFs), Destroyer Picket Ships
(DERs), Coastal and Ocean
Minesweepers (MSCs and M-
SOs) and SP-2H “‘Neptune’’ air-
eraft in “choking off enemy
movement along the coast of
South Vietnam.

University
Opportunity

Saigon (MACV) — Northwest-

ern University is offering a
fellowship of $2.000 annually fo
qualified military personnel, of-
ficers or enlisted, who plan to
go to graduate school within the
next two years. The university
is particularly interested in ap-
plicants now serving in Vietnam.

The felowship is available to
qualified applicants interested in
obtaining a Ph.D. in military
sociology. Graduates in the pro-
gram may engage in university-
level teaching and professional
research on the military ergani-
zation.

Requirements are that the ap-
plicant must already have a
college undergraduate degree,
and that he be under thirty-five
vears of age. Normally, it takes
a student three years to attain
a Ph.D. once he is enrolled in
the graduate program.

The fellowship along with the
G.I. Bill of Rights should enable
a student to meet his living ex-
penses plus paying his tuition,

For further information, inter-
ested servicemen should write
to Dr. Charles C. Moskos, Jr.,
associate professor and gradu-
ate advisor, The Department of
Sociology, Northwestern Uni-
versity.
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Children
Saved By
Teamwork

Cu Chi (USA)—Three Viet-
children: from the vil-
lage of Cau Nga Ba owe their
lives to the quick actions of four
25th Infantry Division soldiers.

The children were seriously
injured when a Viet Cong gre-
nade exploded in a field out-
side the perimeter of a 3rd Bat-
talion, 13th Artillery fire support
base, sending artillerymen scur-
rying for cover.

Sergeant Glen Miller, Nilen-
town, Pa., ran across the field
toward the children, followed by
Sergeant First Class - Robert
Lockhard, Ukiah, Calif. “I knew
the kids were hurt,” Sergeant
Miller explained, ‘‘when I saw
one boy stagger a few feet to-
ward our perimeter and col-
lapse.”

As the two men worked over
the boy trying to stop the
severe bleeding, Medical Corps-
man Robert Blount, Slyvania,

Ga., and Captain Douglas
Dakan, Bremerton, Wash., ran
up and started treating the

other' two children.

All three were rushe(l to the
Special Forces camp at nearby
Sugar Mill, where they were
evacuated by helicopter to the
hospltal at Cu Chi.

“We received word that all
three had pulled through and
will recover,” Captain Dakan
said, with a smile.

Paper Plates
Have Become
Big Business

Qui Nhon (USA) — Supplying
paper plates to some 25,000 U.S,
Army combat soldiers has be-
come a big business with the
U.S. Army 1st Logistical Com-
-mand’s Qui Nhon huppoll Com-
mand.

In a six-month peried more
than 13 million paper plates
were: shipped to combat units
being supported by Qui Nhon.

Plastic utensils accompany
the paper plates which go to
troops of - the 1st Air Cavalry,
4th and 25th Infantry Divisions
and the 1st Brigade, 101st Air-
horne Division.

‘Why paper plates and plastie
utensils? © They're convenient.

* After use, the plates and utensils
_can be burned or

buried, The
standard Army mess kit has fo
be washed well in hot soapy
water. This means that units .
must have large water cans,

- soap and immersion heaters.

With paper plates there is no

fuss or muss of washing and
their use alse eliminates car-
rying a neisy mess Kit.

Daily, 75,000 paper plates are
being furnished to the 25000
troops so that each man has a
clean plate for all three meals.

According - to Captain Charles
C. Youell, Charlottesville, Va.,
deputy chief, commodity
management, 58th Field Depot,
Qui  Nhon, ‘“altheugh paper
plates = are associated with
picnies it is no pienic furnishing
this item. But from all the glow-
ing reports from troops. . . it is
worth every bit of energy. . .
getting them to the combat
soldiers.”

'DOD Statistics

Washington (AFNB) — DOD
statistics show that 9,916 U.S.
service personnel lost their lives
in Vietnam through hostile ac-
tion causes from Jan. 1, 1961,
through May 13, 1967. Another
2,040 lost their lives from non-
hostile action causes.
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OTTIE—Receives best wishes of General Rober

g

fitting and training with artificial leg.

Marine Air Wing Helps Girl Walk

Da Nang (USMC) — A 17-
year-old Vietnamese girl, Do
Thi Dong, “Dottie,” is learning
to walk again thanks to the ef-
forts of the 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing.

Dottie, as the young girl is
called, was injured by artillery
fire in June, 1965, and lost her
rigcht leg above the knee.

A Marine civil affairs officer
from Marine Aircraft Group 12,
learned of her plight and wrote
to his wife in Hawaii who began
a fund raising drive to purchase
an artificial leg.

The artificial leg arrived at
Chu Lai, but the Civil Affairs
Office had the girl’s name and
former address and were un-
able to find her.

After a month-long search,
Second Lieutenant Berne C,
Hart, a civil affairs officer, lo-
cated Dottie in a refugee camp
five miles north of Chu Lai, On~

'We've Been
Hit By More
Weapons . . .

Con’ Thien (USA)—The Spe-
cial Forces ‘A’ Camp at Con
Thien has the distinction of hav-
ing been barraged by a wider
variety of communist weaponry
than any other- camp in: South
Vietnam. ;

As the U.S. Army’s northern-
most outpost, the camp’s close
proximity to North Vietnam and
the Demilitarized Zone accounts
for the mixture of weapons em-
ployed against it.

Various calibers of mortars,
recoilless rifles, artillery and
rockets are among the commu-

" nist arsenal of weapons thrown
against Con Thien. Flame
throwers, grenades, satchel
charges, bangalore torpedoes
and countless automatic and
semi-automatic - weapons have
also been used.

The camp’s defenses are
manned by Special Forces ad-
vised and trained Civilian Ip-
regular Defense Greup (CIDG)
units. Marine artillery batteries
and riflemen add protection for
the outer perimeter.

Early .in May, a regiment of
the 324B North Vietnamese Di-
vision made an effort to cap-
ture Con Thien. The NVA Regu-
lars were driven back, leaving
180" of their dead,

Building. heavy tortifications
and barb wire barricades, Spe-
cial Forces personnel and Navy
Seabees are continually
strengthening the camp’s peri-
meter,

crutches, she was financially
supporting herself, her mother
and a 12-year-old sister by work-
ing as a seamstress. Her father
had been Kkilled by the Viet
Cong more than four years ago.

After a fitting it was found

that she had outgrown the ar-.

tificial leg. The officer who had
initiated the ‘project had al-
ready rotated home but the
Wing personnel quickly solved
the problem.

Major James H. Stewart,
Wing civil affairs officer, made
arrangements with the National
Rehabilitation Institute in Sai-
gon for Dotiie to be fitted with

an . artificial leg and receive
therapy.
Dottie was lifted aboard a

UH-1E helicopter and brought
to Da Nang where she received
a new wardrobe courtesy of the
Catholic Relief Service. She also

"

R

tshaw while en-route’ to Saigon for

OCKETS—For interdiction and

(USMC Photo)

met the 1st Marine Air Wing
Commanding General, Major
General Louis B, Robertshaw.
who spoke with her through an
interpreter about plans for her
rehabilitation,

Dottie will be in Saigon for
several weeks undergoing ther-
apy. Meanwhile, 1st MAW
Leathernecks are contributing
to a fund to move Dottie and
her family to Da Nang which

will permit her to return to
school after a four year ab-
sence,

‘Blind Bat' Call
Trouble For VC

Thailand (USAF) — “Blind
Bat,” an Air Force combat air-
lift mission involving five eight-
man C-130 crews of the 315th
Air Division, begins during the
afternoon in a small intelligence
buiefing room at Ubon Royal
Thai Air Force Base, eastern
Thailand.

“Blind Bat’’ is the call sign
for the C-130 nisht interdiction
mission designed to deny the
enemy the shelter of darkness
and to keep up continual har-
rassment along the communist's
major lines of communication
between North and South Viet-

. nam.

This is a combination hunter-
killer mission with these C-130
crews being the hunters and
fighter-bombers the killers, For
a seven-hour period between
dusk and dawn, these crews
cover predetermined areas,
dropping flares to illuminate the
area and then turning into for-
ward air controllers (FAC) to
call in air strikes against the
enemy’s ground transportation
and storage areas along infil-
tration routes.

After the intelligence briefing,
when the crews receive a com-
prehensive briefing on weather,
on any reported firing in target
areas, and on the. search and
rescue posture for the day, they
man the aircraft and take up
positions over the target areas.

“Our mission is wvery sim-
ple,”” Captain Richard C. Knob-
lock, Wantagh, N.Y., stated. “We
just fly over predetermined
areas along the enemy’s major
lines of communications and

Gen. Walt Calls Pacification Program
Important in Meeting With President

Pacification is one of the most
important programs the United
States has in Vietnam, Marine
Lt.
President Johnson June 12.

Gen, Lewis W. Walt tol(l_

S

nings, senior medical specialist.

Special Forces,

Plateau GI (USA) — Defend-
ing even Montagnard villages
from 3800 feet up, the Special
Forces ‘A’ Camp at Plateau GI
keeps an eagle eye on VC ac-
tivities in IT Corps tactical zone.

The Special Forces Team and
its Civilian Trregular Defense
Group (CIDG) units, which they
advise and train, conduct long
range reconnaissance patrols in-
to the outlying regions, keeping
close tabs on VC movements

and strength. :
Conducting  training daily,
Special Forces advisors stress
physical conditioning, map read-
ing and weéaponry exercises.
Medical aid and preventive
medicine have brought revolu-
tionary improvements in the
health of the local villagers.
Through MEDCAP missions
(Medical Civie Action Program)

“instances of malaria and other

diseases bave dropped consider-

“As long as we help these
people, they are going to get
back on their feet, and get their
government and communities
reconstructed,” he said.

harassment are loaded by Staff Sergeant Dale Jen-

(USA Photo)

CIDG Watch ‘Charlie’

ably with a rise in the level of
hygiene and sanitation stand-
ards and practizes.

Heavily fortified, the camp’s
perimeter is laced with miles
of barbed wire and claymore
mines. Indicative of the team’s
ingenuity is a 2.75-inch rocket
launcher, the type used on heli-
copters, which has been mount-
ed on a -vehicle trailer for
harassment and interdiction fir-
ing.

[ try to spot truck Convoys or any-
thing else that we can call fight-
ers in to ‘zap’ (destroy). We
also look for storage o parking
areas concealed under the
heavy foliage or canopied areas
of the jungle .

After spotting a truck on an
illumination pass during the
mission, a call to the area con-
trol ship  verified it as a live
one and not a burned out hulk
from a late afternoon raid.
*0k,” Captain Knoblock said,
“send us some fighters. I'm go-
ing around again and relight
the arvea.”

Minutes later two Navy A4
jet fighters called in for strike
instructions. Captain Knoblock
talked them into the target for a

for a look. “I can’t tel] whether
we’ve knocked it out. or not he
said. “Have you got anything
else we can throw at them?'

“Roger,” one A-4 pilot = re-
plied, “we’ll hit them with rock-
ets this time.” After the two
fighters made a sweeping dive
and released their rockets. Cap-
tain Knoblock shouted, “Right
on target, right on target. You
can chalk up another kill for
yourselves tonight. Good work,
and thanks.”

“It's quite a sight to sece the
trucks go up,” Staff Sergeant
Beryil K. Reed, loadmaster,
said, “and it’s even more in-
pressive when we get a second-
ary explosion.” There were two
during that mission.

Suggestion
Worth $50

Tan Son Nhut (USA)—Spe._ial-
ist 4 Baquero M. Canizares, a
USARV mechanic with the 552d
transportation Compan ¥,. Ie-
ceived a $50 award for a sug-
gestion he submitted to the
Army’s Incentive Award Pro-
gram. 5

Captain D.J. MeMahon, com-
manding officer of the 552d,
presented the award on behalf
of the Incentive Award pro-
gram. The adopted suggestion
resulted in publication of a
“field fix” in the USARV G-4
Maintenance Summary.

The “field fix” explains how
Army mechanics in Vietnam
can make on-the-spot repairs in
a short circut in an ignition tim-
ing light, rather than having
each device sent to a repair
shop. :

“I worked with the system for
a few days and spotted the
trouble. I tried some rubber
cement that we use to seal the
fittings around windshields, and
put it on the ignition system
contacts. It. worked like a
charm,” explained Canizares.

Charlie’s
Creeping
UpOn Capt

Pleiku (USA)—Charlie’s creep-
ing up on him, says Captain
Jerry W. White, Fayetteville,
N.C., 1st Battalion, 12th In-
fantry, 4th Infantry Division.

The “Ivy’ Division officer was
wounded three times on his
previous tours while serving with
the 1st Special Forces in the
Mekong Delta and one year in
Pleiku.

“This year,” relates Captain
White, “Charlie’s creeping. He’s
drilled my pack with bullets,
shot holes in both my canteens
and on one occasion has shot my

pants off.”

strafing run, then went around

A
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River Traffic Conirol
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policeman for failing to possess an identification card.

3 0 : i i lass Van
ATION — Petty Officer First C
IZI:erEt:;R(l:e?'l?er) turns in a Vietnamese woman to My Tho

My Tho (USA) — Whether
nighthawking er making day-
time patrols on the river, Sig-
nalman 1st Class James Van
Zandt, a PBR (Patrol Boat Riv- :
er) crew commander with the
532nd River Patrel Section at
My Tho, finds a deep source of
excitlement in his missions.

A veteran of 200 patrols, -Sig-
nalman Van Zandt has the job
of searching a heavy volume
of river traffie to prevent VC
infiltration of personnel . and
contraband ecaches.

While patrolling the rice rich

Go Cong district, Van Zandt's

‘crew spofted a large sampan

loaded with 10 eecupants, Thg By

i
1
=
%

Prevents VC Infilt

craft, ordered to stop, suddenly
opened fire with automatic
; 0ns.
“?1%1!:5 PBR crew returned the
fire, killing three VC with the
initial . burst and sinking the‘
sampan. As the remaining VC
climbed aboard the PBR, one
desperate VC refused 'to surren-
der and swam toward shm'e.l
As he reached the shoreline,
he was cut down by machinegun
fire. Reports later revealed he
was the chief communist com-
munications liaison afl'icer‘ in
that area.

ration

" In making searches for con-
iraband, Van Zandt uses a
metal detector which gives off
a beeping sound when it nears

object. The VC eofien
2&:12:;?1 cgjlffrsband in -~ plastic
bags under their craft or dump
their cache to avoid being
(d‘?ﬁ?flé on the river is never
dull,”’ said Van Zandt. “The last
time out, several snipers blast-
ed away at my boat and, after
the firefight, I counted 12 bullet
holes in my eraft.”

Story anﬂ

SSet George Hicks, USA
' Staff Writer and Photographer

Photos by

¥

RIDING HIGH—Patrol 'Boat crewmen search a river _w'gter taxi which is ]
villagers ready to market their wares.

r

s . . : ’ -
YOU—Navy crewman makes his point clear as he checks a fisherman’s cargo mani

oaded with

ey




BUILDING—Refugees from the DMZ areq start building a new hamlet. sec

_tion - Hickory,

Five Day Exodus |

Dong Ha (MACV) — The
demilitarized zone (DMZ)
north of Gio Linh is now de-
populated.

Concurrently with Opera-
: 13,338 Viet-
namese civilians were evacu-
ated from Trung Luong dis-
trict, which forms the eastern
portion of the DMZ south of
the Ben Hai River, and from
Gio Linh district bordering
the DMZ. - 2009

_In response to a multidivi-
sion communist buildup with-
in and around the DMZ, U.S.
Marine and Army Republic
of Vietnam (ARVN) ground
forces invaded the DMZ for
the first time in the war 18
May, beginning Operation
Hickory.

.In a five-day exodus, the
civilians — mostly = women,

_children and aged men — were

moved by truck convoys to an
expansive valley in Cam Lo
district, west of Dong Ha and

th of the
DMZ. FiftyffVN trucks

and 35 tr 3rd Ma-
rines’ 1 ,{\_ansport
Company “mgfe ;elocation
move

The civiliglation in-
side and hele DMZ has
been caughte midst of
increasing buildups

on both sid e DMZ.

* Entire hagto ‘preserve
family ties jthe hamlet
structure, wepcuated and
kept togethemuch as pos-
sible in theip location in
Cam Lo. Fag brought as
much of thefjsehold pos-
sessions as thold carry.
Three comes of Viet-
namese Regj Forces are
providing pafer security
for the new { while Viet-
namese Popyforce (PF)
soldiers are hyg the people
bui_ld their ghomes. The
United State$ncy for In-
ternational Dgpment (US-

jave imily Ties

AID) provided tin roofing and
other building supplies. The
villagers transported wood and
thatching by foot from the
surrounding hills to their vir-
tually treeless valley floor.

The Vietnamese government
is supplying food to all the
settlers. Prior to their arrival,
ARVN engineers surveyed the
area and marked off 20 meter
square lots for each family,
enough space for a house and
family garden. The even rows
of new dwellings look like a
mammoth, housing develop-
ment in U.S. suburbia.

Four U.S. Marine well-dig-
ging rigs have hit water, and
a Vietnamese Public- Works
rig is drilling a deep well. In
addition, water from a dam-
med-up stream will be pumped
to an elevated water tank.

- Story and Photos by
. Sp4 John Morgan, USA
Staff Writer-Photographer

it

LIVESTOCK—A farmer evacuated

from the DMZ

: ASSISTANCE—A Popular Forces soldier helps an evacuated. villager build a shelter in addition to pros

viding security for the people.

i

&

S

tends his livestock after arrival in Cam L

o district. More than 13,000 people were moved.
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Battalion repair Highway 25
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Combined Efforts
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Dong Tam (USA) — One of
the most extensive Civie Aection
programs ever conducted in the
Mekong River Delta was com-
pleted recently by elements of
the 9th- Infantry Division’s 2nd
Brigade.

'_'()pt*l'ation Friendship” re-
quired several days to complete,
an_(l projects includeds every-
thing from MEDCAPS to road
bui!di{lg and repair, bridee ¢on-
struction, marketplace repair,
well-drilling and pageda reno-
vation.

Units included in the operation
are: S-5 (Civiec Action) section

@

MEDICINE—The takin
to this
common and medical aid is

: T e
ROAD—Repairs, major or
by ‘the Army’s 9th

g R s i =
g of medicine brings new

minor, were a
Infantry Division. Men from the. divi

between Dong Tam and My Tho.

from the 3rd Battalion, 60th In-
fantry, the 3rd Battalion, 47th
Infantry, road and bridge crews
from D Company, 15th Engi-
neers and heavy equipment
from C Company, 577th Engi-
neers and heavy equipment
on the project, under the direc-
tion of Major Richard F. Mun-
sell, 2nd Brigade Civic Affairs
Officer,

Men from the 15th Engineers
wielded picks and shovels under
a blazing' Delta sun to make
minor repairs on Highway 25
]{{'[\V{‘(’?] Dong Tam and My
Tho. In places where major re-

ho

woman in the Mekong Delta, where disease is
lacking or nonexistent,

-

" S

part_of

sion,
water for these people, it will
open a whole new area for civie
action,”
The well did reach fresh water,
a.nd the team is now awaiting
tie arrlval‘ of additional equip-
ment to fimish their project.
medics
conducted
five different areas, treating 512
PEIrsons.

try Civic Action team, under the

Operation Fr

pairs were required,
equipment was employed.

Each morning, mine detection
and demolition experts from the
the
roads and areas where the men
were going to work to assure
the enemy had not mined the
work areas during the night,
infantry
5 them-
selves strategically around the

15th  Engineers ehecked

Platoons
battalions

from the
also “placed

work areas ‘to provide securit
While the U.S. soldiers worke&t'i
on the road, the civilians worked

in the old buildings, salvaging -

wood and other useful material,
When the engineers began fill-
ing sandbags for a bridge abut-

ment, the chjldren joined them,
and soon several were wielding
shovels and many more were
holding sandbags,

Meanwhile, ' the civie action

team from the 3rd Battalion
47th _Infantry was working t(;
aliev}ate a serious water short-
age in the village of Binh Duec,
The only water available to the
}r]]la_gm-s was rain water caught
i jars and ether containers:
any other water had to ‘be pur-
chased from My Tho.

Directed by Captain’ James N,

_Laska._ battalion S-5 began build-
g rain catehes. These consist-
ed of two pieces of sheet metal,
mounted on wooden stakes, and
;uaiam(-d into a 55-gallon drum.
Thus all the rain that would fall
on these catches would run off
and into the water containers,
to be used by the villagers as
they need it.

In another area of the village,

Captain Las};a employed a hand
auger to begin drilling a well for
the village.

“If we succeed in this mis-
and get down to fresh

Captain Laska said,

Meanwhile the doctors and
of the same battalion

five: MEDCAPS in

The 3rd Battalion, 60th Infan-

sion’s 15th Engineer

heavy

“DISASSEMBLY LINE”—

OPERATION FRIENDSHI

supervision of Captain Jay S,
ﬁfo}g{m, !_Batlalicm S-5, set up
1eirr projects in 2 village
Aletn Phl{. the village of

The team exterminated the
te}'mlte,fs from ‘a pagoda, re-
wryed it, and rebuilt a foot-
bridge over a canal, They in-
stalled a new roof on the Than
P‘hu School and the men of the
village pitched in to help in the
work. They formed a -“disas-
sembly” line from the top of
the roof to the ground to re-
move the old stone shingles, and

June 28, 1967

~ they were followed by 3rd/60th

sol(}:ers installing the new roof
Inside the sehool the walls were
resurfaced and repainted.

'I:he 3rd/60th also conducted a
MEDCAP in the village, treat-
ing 79 persons. Also, as a part
of  Operation Friendship five
hours of movies were viewed
by 180 persons, shown by the"
2nd B}'lgade Psychological Opey-
ation Team. These movies, with
Vietnamese soundtracks,- inelud-
f:d comedies and ARVN train-
mg films.

Story by
Photos by

Sp4 Joe Conley, USA

iendship” conducted :?1 t:&)":’Itﬂlf..hFORIBINI-I DUC—A Civic Action team moved
e village with pipes and drilling equipment, and

Sp4 John Millaire, USA

Villagers join to ther to re-
o ; ) )gether to re-
?l?:esgh o;alt.one shingles from the leaking roof of Thanh

soon men were busy digging a well.

2

b
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Manifest Selection

‘Mr. 250,000° Wins Bangkok R&R Bonus

_Bangkok (MACV) — A front-
line machinegunner from the
95th Infantry Division was flab-
bergasted to find himself a cele-
brity in the fabled city of Bang-
kok, when he left on his long
awaited Rest and Recuperation
(R&R) trip 14 June.

Specialist 4 Keith Radfield,
Belleville, Ill., an A Company,
ond Battalion, -27th Infantry
“Wolfhound,” was just about to
board the Pan American Air-
ways clipper with 67 other R&R-
ers when Colonel Raymond H.
Hitchcock, echief of the R&R
program appeared and an-
nounced that the 250,000th serv-

(Miceman to take R&R this fiscal
"y vear would receive a special ex-

pense-paid holiday.

Counting down the flight
manifest,  Specialist- Radfield
was it! After seven months of
combat duty, the lucky trooper
was suddenly a VIP as “Mr,
250,000.” :

. Awaiting him in Bangkok were
a deluxe hotel suite, an air-

Sightseeing at Wat Arun “Temple of The Dawn”

i . : .
Monkey For Sale at Bangkok’s Sunday Market

conditioned sedan with chauffeur,
gifts, special guided tours and a
date with a lovely Pan Am
stewardess.

After downing a filet mignon
dinner enroute to Bangkok, Rad-
field was greeted at Don Muang
Aivport by three smiling Thai
girls who hung leis around his
neck, and by Pan Am Represen-
tative Alan Brooke, who intro-
duced him to Stewardess Mary
Alice Cavazos, Brownsville,
Tex., his escort for five days
of sightseeing, shopping and
dining.

Zipping along a smooth high-
way and seeing modern city
buildings and bright neon signs
with the squiggly Thai writing
was a real switch from the
boonies of Vietnam.

Hotel Manager R. K. Rufe
ushered the Bronze Star winner
into a plush, air-conditioned
suite in the lavishly furnished
Siam Inter-Continental Hotel
Asked “Is there something else
you'd like?.”” the half-stunned 20-

S

year-old veteran of Operations
Junetion City and Cedar Falls
replied, “Oh, just a glass of
milk, thanks."

Next morning Specialist Rad-
field and Mary Alice started out
with ‘a boat tour of Bangkok's
Floating Maket, down the Chow
Phya (‘‘Great Lord’’) River and
through a network of canals
where a small flotilla of sam-
pan-vendors paddle along selling
fruits and vegetables.

They spent the afternoon in
fine shops that carried Thai silk,
brassware, wood carvings and
handicrafts as well as the jewel-
ry and gems for which Thailand
is famous. At each merchant he
visited, Mr.250,000 was presented
with a gift: a sapphire ring and
a fat-bellied ‘“‘Chinese Buddha
wood sculpture, a 12-place set of
solid bronze tableware, Thai sil
material for two suits, a dinner-
bell gong and a cigarvette case.

In addition, he received a
Seiko watch, a fur vest and two
suits and a topcoat.

Next came a visit to the Thai-
style boxing matches, which are
to' Thailand what bullfighting is
to Spain. Thai boxing, a fierce
sport done to the pulsing
rhyvthms of special musical in-
struments that create a feverish
excitement, is a ‘‘combination
of karate, ballet, boxing and
homocidal mania,” as Alan
Brooke put it. :

An 80-mile dvive down Thai-
land’s gulf coast brought the
couple to a fabulous seaside
resort called Pattaya Beach —
one of those tropical paradises
apparently as yet = “undis-
covered” by the jet set. Here
Specialist: Radfield and Mary
Alice water-skied, lay on the
smooth sand and swam in-the
clear warm gulf water.

The way to Pattaya is a
beautiful ride past coconut
palms, banana trees, tapioca
plantations, salt farms with
their windmill water pumps,
trim wooden houses on stilts
and lush green hills and fields
under a clear blue sky. Above
the treetops, TV antennas min-
gle with the ornate spires of
bright-colored Buddhist femples.

Specialist Radfield toured sev-
eral of Bangkok’s magnificent
temples, including Wat Arun
(*Temple of the Dawn'), The
Temple of The Emerald Bud-
dha, and the Solid Gold Bud-
dha, then went on fo Timland,
a Thai version of Disneyland

* Story and Photos by
Sp4 John Morgan, USA
Staff Writer-Photographer

where a composite of Thai life
can be seen in an afternoon:

There were demonstrations of
elephants moving two-ton teak
logs like matchsticks; rural
farming methods, typical archi-
tecture, sword-fighting, boxing
and classical Thai dancing and
music by young girls in their
resplendent costumes.

Bangkok offers a lively night-
life as well, with excellent,
reasonably priced restaurants
serving European and Asian
foods, and nightspots ranging
from small bars and coffee-
houses to large clubs with floor-
shows.

Specialist Radfield and Mary
Alice were special guests at
Baan Thai restaurant, where
they sat on a thick-carpeted
floor at a low teakwood table
for a Thai meal of curry, rice
and stuffed erab. Traditional
Thai music was played and
dances performed. “This is -like
being a sultan or something,”

said Specialist Radfield.

Mr. 250,000 toured Bangkok’s
Weekend Market where small
merchants and farmers come
from the countryside to sell
fresh foods and wares at bar-
gain prices.

Specialist Radfield wound up
his R&R as guest for lunch with
an American family, Mr. & Muis.
Allan D. Replogle. R&R service-
men are welcomed by American

families living in the city to

come for a home-cooked meal
and evening visit. The R&R in-
processing center provides
phone numbers to arrange it.

At the Replogle’s, Specialist
Radfield had salad, bacon and
cheese sandwiches and ice
ciream. “Ah, finally I've had a
simple American meal again,”
he said. The lucky R&Rer want-
ed to stay longer to visit with
the Replogle’s beautiful daugh-
ter, Heidi, but he had to move
on to keep his schedule. Such
is the life. ;

A Rahad at Timland—‘Here Comes The Water!"




4 Children Saved

In Near Drowning

Phan Thiet (USA)—I-"nur_lﬁt
Air Cavalrymen saved four
Vietnamese youngsters from

drowning in two separate inci- |

dents during Operation Byrd.
Two young girls, five and six
years old, were floating on an
inflatable raft, enjoying the surf
on the beach near Phan- Thiet,
when a wave suddenly tipped
the raft. The girls slipped into
water six feet deep.
Specialist * 4  Robert Olson.
heard one of the girls scream

for help and dove into the surf |

after them. He grabbed both
girls and managed to wade
ashore, holding their heads
above the water that swept over
his own head.

One of the girls was uncon-
scious when she was brought
ashore, Specialist Olson adminis-
tered mouth to mouth resuscita-
tion to restore the girl’s hreath-
ing,

the girls were returned to |

their home, an orphanage in

“PRETTY?”—Asks a child at the Binh Sonh Orphanage

Phan Thiet, completely re-

r covered.

During the same week, two
ten-year-old boys were swim-
ming in a river near the town
of Muong Man when they were
swept by the current into deep

water,
Private First Class Albert

under the surface of the water.

scene, waded through the eur-
rent, and hauled the lads onto
the bank. -

suscitation.

His breathing restored, the
boy was flown to Landing Zone
Betty for medical f{reatment
and returned later to his par-
ents.

| The other lad was unharmed.

as she holds a dress included in 100 pounds of clothing
donated by the 196th Light Infantry Brigade after col-
lection by a VFW post in Paris, Tennessee.

ARVN Unit Cited For Valor

Xuan Loe¢ (USA) — The ist

Batialion, 43vd Infantry Regi- |
| routing the enemy,

ment (ARVN), was presented
the Valorous Unit Award during
ceremonies at Xuan ERoc 10
June,

As the men of the 1st stoed
al attention, the battalion com-
mander, Captain Pham Ngoe
Linh, received the award,

The unit won the decoration
for its actions 28 February 1966,
when it defended the “New
Life” hamlet of Vo Xu against
a Viet Cong regiment.,

When the Viet Cong succeed-
ed in penetrating the battalion’s
perimeter after three hours of
fighting, the battalion continued
te fight, regrouping under the
2nd Company's commanding of-

| ficer. Although badly eut-num-
|ben‘d, the unit sueceeded in

- The citation reads: “The ae-
| tion of the 1st Battalion, 43rd
Infantry Regiment, in defend-
ing, holding and later counter-
attacking a well-armed enemy
force more than four times its
size, ranks as one of the out.
standing accomplishments of the
Vietnamese cenfliet and is in
the highest tradition of military
service.”

The presentation ceremony
was attended by many Vietnam-
ese and American generals,

et NS

U.S. Savings bends are an in-

vestment in the future of Ameri-
ca, .

Mouton was filling sandbags
near the river when he spotted
the two youngsters disappear

PFC Mouton and Sergeant |
Randall Lewis -ushed to the

Lewis revived one of the boys, |
whose lungs had filled with |
water, with mouth to mouth re- |
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|Disgruntled VC
Air Complaints
When Writing

Cu Chi (USA)—The Viet
Cong are putting their com-
plaints about hardships and
short rations in writing, ac-
cording to letters found in
a tumnel complex recently
uncovered in the Beoi Loi
Woods by elements of the
25th Imfantry Division.

While on a search and de-
stroy mission in the south-
ern section of the Boi Loi
Woods, the 4th Battalion
(Mechanized), 23 Infantry
uncovered the tunnel com-
plex containing 45 peunds
of mail as well as other
documents valuable to in-
telligcence officers. Most of
the letters were from V€
soldiers to their familiss
and friends, complefe with
addresses and locations,

The letters contained
complaints of hardships
and shortages of rations.
The letters reviewed by the
battalion’s interpreter stat-
ed some form of diseontent
with the Viet Cong’s gov-
ernment.

Incoming mail revealed
pleas for the men to give
up the fighting and return
to the side of the Govern-
ment of the Republic of
Vietnam and to their fami-
lizs. All spoke of the effee-
tiveness of the “Open
Arms” pregram as their
relatives doseribed the
many epportunitics and ad-
vantages that awaited them.
if they would “eceme back.”

It's Cool ...
It's Cool...
But Risky

Da Nang (USM€) — Four
Leathernecks of B Company, 1st
Military.  Police Batialion, 1st
Marine Division, have one of the
few cool jobs in Vietnam,

Each day they go swimming
to check the pilings beneath

‘two bridges spanning the East

Da Nang River,

In April one bridee in the Da
Nang area was destroyed by
Viet Ceng terrorisis and explo-
sive charges were discovered at
other bridges.

Captain John E. Williamson,
Fayetteville, N.C., commanding
officer of the company provid-
ing bridee _security, had only
two qualified military divers,
First Sergeant Vernon E. Ponik-
var, Chicago, and Siaff Sergeant
Jerry E. Lineberry, Wadesboro,
N.C. g

Later, they were joined by
skin ‘diving hobbyists, Privates
Steve M. Broussard. Abbeville,
La., and Jack D, Hughes, Dal-
las.

One of the bridges is hazard-
eus to check because of the
jagged segments of old, broken
pilings that are submerged
there, Another danger is the
SWift current as ‘the oeean tide
goes oud,

Pilings under the new bridge,
which is nearly compleied, don’t
pose as many dangers, but there
are more of them to check. The
divers are continually dodging
snakes, jellyfish, crabs and
barnacles beneath the bridges.
" The river depth reaches 50
feet and the water temperature
there is G0 degrees, - compared

with the 100 degrees-plus felt

by B Company bridge guards.
“Checking out the bridges is
a very important job,” said Ser-

geant Lineberry, “‘hut it ean be
| mighty enjoyable on hot days,”

AID—A medic from
the head of a Mon
Division hold w
division’s Camp Enari.

Kien Hoa

Welcome ' WHAMO' |

Saigon. (USN) — A joint Viet-
namese/Free Waerld Forees
psychological operation ealled
WHAMO brought food, clothing,
medical help and goed will to
thousands of Vietnamese citi-
zens in the Kien Hoa provinee.

WHAMO, short for “winning
the hearts and minds of.” is a
troop protected medical civie
action program (MEDCAP)
whose purpese is to reassure the
Vietnamese people of their
government’s - ability and wil-
lingness to aid them.

The recent operation was the |
third of its kind this year in the |

Ba Tri district of Kien Hoa
province, 40 miles south of
Saigon. >

Three tons of commodities
including  clothing, - powdered
milk, bulgar, corn ‘meal, salad
oil and other items were dis-
tributed. An estimated 250 per-
sons  were medically treated.
with  another 120 receiving
dental care. Two persons, a
man with chest cancer, and a
boy with'a severe leg infection,
will undergo operations in Vung
Tau Hospital as a result of the
visit.

The: WHAMO operation began
with the landing of Regional and
Popular Forces (RF/PF) by
four Vietnamese Navy - junk
boats from Coeastal Groups 34
and with them all their respec-
tive American advisers.

With the village secured by
the RF/PF troops, half of whom
arrived from inland rather than

78 _keceivé Vi;;n

Pong Tam. (USA) — South
Vietnamese generals decorated
78 officers and men. from the
U.S. Army’s 9th Infantry Divi-
sion for their actions during the
2 May battle at Ap Bac in which
189 Viet Cong were killed.

Major General Nguyen Van
Many, ARVN IV cerps com-
mander, and Brigadier General
Nguyen Viet 'Than, 7th ARVN
Division commanding general,
decorated the men with the Viet-

People

| by boat, the MEDCAP team

itself moved in by helicopter. 1t
consisted - of a Vietnamese
doctor, a nurse, a Catholic
priest and a VN Navy hospital
corpsmen as well as a U.§,
Army dentist and a dental tech.
nician, While the medical/dental
team treated patients, the priest

administered several baptisms

and heard confessions.

U.S. Navy Lieutenant Larry H,
Luellen, Hot Springs, Ark,,

| psychological observer to the

Vietnamese Navy, Third Coastal
Zone, was responsible for the
coordination of the effort.

“The last time we were in
this area, we told the people
that we would be back, If there
had been no other reason for
our return, it weuld have becn
the fulfillment of that pledge,”
Lieutenant Luellen said.

“The difference hetween a
regular MEDCAP and  this
WHAMO is that in the latter we
20 into an area whieh is known
to be enemy territory or at least
Viet Cong-influenced. That's
why the troops must precede the
civic actions team. Yesterday,
there was no resistance but a
number of men, presumably
VC, were seen leaving the vil-
lage just before the ‘ruff/puffs’
(RF/PF) arrived,” he said.

“I would say the operation
was very sueeessful with the
people responding pesitively and
appreciatively,”” the Lieutenant
concluded.

namese Cross of Gallantry.

Colonel ~William B. Fulion.
commanding officer of the 2d
Brigade at Dong Tam, a recipi-
ent of the €ross of Gallantry
with Palm, spoke briefly to the
crowd of 800 guests and partici-
pants attending the eeremony,

Directing remarks to the Viot-
namese generals, the colonel ex-
pressed appreciation for the
honor and recognition afforded
to the men of the division.

the 4th Division examines a sore on
tagnard villager. Units from the 4th
eekly sick calls in the villages near the

-(USA Photo)
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1. Who was the youngest man-
ager in major league baseball
history?

2. Maury Wills of the Pitts-
burg Pirates holds the major
league record for stolen bases.
How many did he steal and
when?

3. Who holds the NFL record
for most touchdowns in a sea-
_son?

4, What major league baseball
team holds the record for play-
ing consecutive double-headers?

5. When was the last time the

- America’'s Cup yacht race was

run and what yacht won it?
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Survival -
Requires
Practice

Da Nang (USAF) — “Learn-
ing by doing” is the method
employed by members of the
Da Nang Personal Equipment
Shop in keeping 366th Tactical
Fighter Wing jet pilots briefed
on the latest idea in survival
gear.

Currently, the topic of conver-
sation = at personal equipment
briefings centers around a new
piece of equipment called *‘a

tree lowering device.’” It is not,-

as its title implies, to be used
for lowering trees, but instead
is used to lower pilots who have
the misfortune to parachute into
a wooded area and become en-
tangled in the branches of trees.

“In use,” said Staff Sergeant
Paul W. Donnelly, Woolmarket,
" Miss., NCOIC of the 366th Tacti-
cal Fighter  Wing - personal
equipment shop, ‘“‘the dangling
pilot merely attaches the end
of the webbing to a convenient
tree: limb, or to the fork in the
parachute risers, and to him-
self, through a special modifica-
tion in the parachute harness,
unclips his chute, and lowers
himself to the ground.

“The braking device is so
simple to use and so effective,
that the pilot’s descent may be
completely controlled by one
hand, leaving the other free to
handle a weapon or to clear
branches out of the way.”

Currently, pilots attend classes
in small groups, held at the
equipment shop six afternoons
a week.

In addition to receiving in-
struction &nd actual experience
in the use of the new lowering
device, they are rebriefed on
bailout procedures utilizing the
egress system in their aircraft
and the deployment and use of
their personnel survival gear.

Sergeant Donnelly also said,
“The" device should be issued
to the field soon and all of our
pilots will be ready for it.”

A Bad Tooth
Is Taken Out
By Shrapnel

‘Due Phe (USA)—A piece of
- grenade shrapnel served as a
tooth-extractor for a 101st Air-

borne paratrooper here recently-

during Operation Malheur.

Specialist 4 Jimmy G. Ward,
Sweeny, Tex., made an appoint-
ment with the brigade dentist,
but action in the field took care
of the painful tooth.

His buddy, Private First Class
Floyd A. Bunting, Wichita, had
-fired his M-79 grenade lduncher
into a tunnel where a group of
Viet Cong had disappeared. Spe-
cialist Ward, standing nearby,

felt a blow to his jaw and fell
backwards. A stray piece of

shrapnel had penetrated his lip,
knocking out the offensive tooth,

“I thought I was out of
range,” said Specialist Ward.
“It was just one of those freak
things. But I won’t be able to
put the tooth under my air mat-
tress for the good fairy,” he

added. “I swallowed it in the
excitement.” :

LOUDSPEAKER—Packed

by Private First Class Bobby

.

E. May, the amplifier helps prepare villagers for sweep

by 25th Infantry Division’s 3d Brigade near Duc Pho.

Interpreters accompany the brigade’s Psychological Opera-
tions Teams to warn the innocent and bring in more Hoi
Chanhs through the Open Arms Program. (USA Photo)

April Civic Action

Single Month Almost
Matches Entire Year

Saigon (MACV)- During the
month of April the Military
Civic Action Program was re-
sponsible for building 1,713 new
homes and repairing 395 others
which provided 5,270 families
with shelter it was announced
by MACV civiec action officials
here this month.

The number of homes built
during this single month is only
300 short of the total number
erected in the entire year of
1956, These figures include pro-
jects by all the Free World
Military Forces and the armed
forces of the Republic of Viet-
nam (RVNAF). :

In April the combined Free
‘World and RVNAF forces con-
structed 89 bridges und repaired
another 710; they built 26 places
of worship and renovated 16
more; they erected 37 dispen-
saries. and improved 18 and
built eight hospitals while re-
pairing seven,

Free Booklets

Saigon (MACV)—The Chapel

Foundation of St. Louis, Mis-
souri, organized by local busi-
nessmen,  is offering religious
booklets and magazines free of
charge to servicemen in Viet-
nam,

Multi-denomination in nature,
the organization will send the
literature according to the de-
signated religious preference of
the serviceman.

For those interested in receiv-
ing such literature, send name,
address and religious preference
to: .
Chapel Foundation
2927 S. Brentwood Blvd,

St. Louis, Missouri 63144

Water was provided many vil-
lages and hamlets as 190 wells
were installed and 37 improved
for better service.

Education also  received a
helping hand as 53 schools were
built and 53 were repaired. This
provided 155 new classrooms
with 41 being better prepared
for use by renovation.

To increase the health and
sanitation of the Vietnamese
people, the Free World and

ARNAF forces gave 745 classes

on personal hygiene. These
classes were attended by 57,000
people. Added to this were 272,-
060 immunizations.

To help increase produdtion
from the land, 4,977 spraying
operations were completed with
eight swamp areas being
drained. Then 35,000 pounds of
fertilizer was provided for the
farmers. :

Distribution of commodities
continued at an accelerated
pace., During the month nearly
3,000,000 pounds of cement was
distributed and more than 4,-
560,000 pounds of food was given
to the needy. Also 558,206 board
feet of lumber, 44,983 school
kits, 51,398 pounds of soap, 44,-
563 sheets of tin and 123,757
pounds of cloths were provided
under the program. ;

Kits were provided to aid in

such things as fishing, wood-

working, carpentry, gardening,
teaching and textile  working
with miscellaneous supplies re-
lating to health, athletics and
hygiene. 3

Voluntary cash contributions
by Free World and RVNAF per-
sonnel totaled 3,688,287 piasters.
This money was for the support
of hespitals, orphanages, reli-
gious activities, schools and for

the- general - welfare of the.

people,

Sl

Da Nang (USMC) — A Viet
Cong guerrilla, who rallied to
the government of South Viet-
nam last July, personally killed
31 of his former comrades while
serving as a Kit Carson Scout
with the Fifth Marine Regiment
during Operation Union II in an
eight-hour battle recently,

The action ecame after
Thruong Kinh, a Kit Carson

Scout for the Marines, was
helicoptered into the area with
F Company, 2nd Battalion, dur-

ing the first two days of heavy .

contact by Marine forces and a
North Vietnamese Army unit

south of Da Nang in which 540

of the enemy were confirmed

| killed. ]
-~ Speaking through an interpret-
er at a press conference, Kinh

told of how he discovered the
first NVA hiding in rice paddies
about 35 yards away as the
Marines advanced towards a
treeline,

Kinh shot four of the six in the
paddy, killing three. He then
raced into the field to kill an-
other three, one of whom was
an NVA officer, and captured an

Swiss Chalet

Is Willed To
Short Timers

An Khe (USA) — Reports
from helicopter pilots of the 1st
Air Cavalry Division that there
is a Swiss chalet at English
Army Airfield are not false.

Complete with balcony and
upstairs guest room, the chalet
is owned by Captain Richard
Ehmann, a pilot in the 229th
Aviation Battalion. The captain
built it from empty ammunition
boxes and when he finished the
structure he furnished it.

Salvaging more ammunition
crates, he built a bar, a bed,

- a writing desk, a storage closet,

a foot locker and a wash basin.

The captain said that while he
was building everything he felt
like Noah (the one who built the
ark). “Many laughed during the
construction, but now that it is

completed they want to wvisit.”

What is going to happen
to the chalet when Captain
Ehmann rotates? No one really
knows for sure. The captain
says, however, that he is going
to donate it to all short-timer
pilots so that “they can get use
to the comforts of home before
they leave.”

NVA in Battle

AK47 rifle and a pistol.

Later, Marine Staff Sergeant
Anthony Marengo, Ozone Park,
N.Y., platoon sergeant, said the
scout moved throughout . the .
company area guiding Marines
to safety and killing the enemy,

At one point Kinh destroyed
an enemy machinegun position
with a grenade killing seven
NVA and later fought along side
a Marine element which encoun-
tered and destroyed a platoon,

Kinh, as a former VC, was
able to spot and kill the NVA
before the Marines were able to
see them. ¢ :

During the day, Kinh is also
credited = with  leading three
Marines to safety after the NVA
pinned down a group of the
headquarters section of the com-
pany and the company com-
mander ordered the walking-
wounded out to get aid.

‘For Kinh, Operation Union IT
was his second action -with
Marines. Previously he led the
Leathernecks into a village in
an action that accounted for 16
VC killed and the uncovering of
a large cache of rice and
equipment.

Kinh said that he 'spent 20
months as a Viet Cong squad
leader after he had been pressed

into service when the VC came
through his hamlet near An Hoa.

Chief...o

(Continued From Page 1)
plained. ‘‘After changing the
tire, we continued on, and some
distance down the road, we
came upon American Marines
carrying mine detectors. A few
minutes before, they had detect-
ed and destroyed three enemy
mines buried in the road. Had
we not had the flat tire, we
may well have hit those explo-
sives.” .

He assessed his 12 months in
Vietnam as “‘“‘one of the most
rewarding experiences . of my
life™. _

“After visiting hundreds of
towns and hamlets and seeing
first-hand the effects of Viet
Cong ' coercion,” he said, “I
am convinced that our purpose
in Vietnam to stop communist
aggression is both just and es-
sential. When I saw a three
year old Vietnamese boy with
both feet missing, the result of
an enemy fterrorist attack, I
realized that deliberate acts of

“atrocity by the Viet Cong are

real and must be stopped.”
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Marines
Liberate
Refugees

Da Nang (USMC) — Viet-
namese government officials
and civilians from Quang Tin
province gathered at the Fifth
Marine Regimental field com-
mand post to thank the Marines
for liberating and protecting 300

~South Vietnamese who wished to
ave a Viet Cong controlled
area during Operation Union.

The Marines,
day, multi-battalion operation
conducted 30 miles south of Da
Nang, protected the 300 refugees
during their eight-mile march
from their homes to an area
where they could be heli-lifted
to the safety of refugee villages
in the Tam Ky area. '

For many that made the heli-
copter ride to freedom, it also
meant -a reunion with other
members of their families al-
ready at the Tam Ky resettle-
ment centers.

The Quang Tin deputy prov-
ince security chief said to the
assembled Marines at the com-
mand post, “The people of the
province are grateful for the
sacrifices of the Marines who
gave their lives on Operation
~ Union for the freedom and hap-

piness of our people.”

Colonel K.H. Houghton, Fifth
Marines’ commander replied to
the Vietnamese delegation that
“when the Hiep Duc area
refugees walked out with the

n—“#qannes it was a vote of eon-
fdence for the government of

~Vietnam.” He plcdgcd his Ma-
rines continued support in help-
ing the people of the pmvm(.e
fight npplesswn

during the 26-
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ARVN-RD Team

Improves Hamlet

Vinh Long (IV Corps)—Nga Ngay Hamlet will never
be the same. Eight weeks ago, it was just another line
of huts along the Mang Thit River in the heart of the
Mekong Delta. Then the soldiers came.

There were 34 of them. They didn’t act like ordinary
soldiers. They talked to the people, not about war or
the Viet Cong, but about improving their hamlet.

They. talked about projects—
a network of sturdy bridges,
sties to keep the pigs from
running wild, fish ponds to as-
sure a stable food supply, and
a road through the entire multi-
kilometer length of the river-
hugging hamlet.

And, when the time came to
‘begin work, the soldiers didn't
stand aside and give orders.
Nor did they take over the job
themselves. They worked and
sweated along with the people.

The soldiers were part of two
units, the 401st Psychological
Warfare Company and the 412th
Civie Action platoon, both at-
tached to the Vietnamese 9th

Infantry Division.

Until this year, the civic ac-
tion soldiers served primarily
in emergencies, such as floods
and fires. But with the shift
of emphasis in the Vietnamese
Army toward Revolutionary De-
velopment (RD), the decision
was made to commit the men
to long-term projects in indi-
vidual hamlets. _

Nga Ngay Hamlet, in the
heart of the government's cru-
cial Mang Thit River/Nicolai
Canal development area, was
the first hamlet in the (ARVN)
9th Division area to be chosen
for the new approach. Now, for

((,ontmued on Back Pdgc)

Joint Organizations
Distribute CARE Packages

THANK YOU CARE—-Peermigr
a small girl displays her gift

through a barbed wire,
om 'ARE.

‘plete

Help

Da Nang (USN)—The yard
was surrounded with barbed
wire and seated inside the small
compound were 160 war widows
and children.

In the middle of the yard was
a table stacked with gifts.. On
the table were CARE packages
donated to the Soldiers’ Fami-
lies’ Center of the 5th Regiment,
Infantry in Phuoe Tuong village.

Representatives from the
Naval Support Activity in Da
Nang helped distribute the gifts.
They were civie action division
officer, Lieutenant Commander
Gerald Bunn, security officer,
Lieutenant Donald R. Thomp-
son, and security chief, Signal-
man Roger Childers.

Members of MAG (Marine

_ Aircraft Group) 11, the 1st Ma-

rine Air Wing and a representa-
tive from the Catholic Relief

Service, also participated in the'

gift giving ceremonies.

After the gifts, containing
soap, clothing, toys and other
useful items, were distributed,
food was issued to the widows.

Headquarters company ecom-
mander, Captain Tran Dai Si,
had this to say about the cere-
mony:

“The  gift-giving was a com-
success. This could be
easily detected by the smiling
faces and complimentary com-
ments of the people.

“‘Because the gifts were pre-
sented by Americans to the
widows, the occasion was a
more joyous one for them and
an important step in our pro-
§|am of Civic Action,” added
1

RICE CACHE——-Vletnamese workers load rice, captured
by elements of the 1st Cav. during an operation, so it can
be taken by hehcopter to District Headquarters for dis-

tribution.

(USA Photo)

Sky Troopers Cut
VC's Rice Supply

Bong Son Plain (USA)—The
problem faced by members of
the 1st Air Cavalry Division's
1st Brigade in the rice-rich Bong
Son Plain was how to keep the
rice harvest out of Viet Cong
hands during harvest time.

Cooperation between the Viet-
namese people and the 1st Bri-
gade soldiers has solved part
of the problem. In a program
set up by the 1st Brigade’s civil
affairs team, the villagers of
Tam Quan and Gia Huu were
issued special passes by the air
cavalrymen; now when they go
into the fields to harvest the
rice, they won't be detained by
the sky troopers operating in
the area. The villagers were
allowed certain times to be in
and out of the harvest area so
that they could get the rice
back into the villages before
dark.

Many luns of rice that the VC

planned to take as “‘taxes’ were
moved safely into the govern-
ment-controlled villages.

As the rice harvest goes on,
American soldiers in the area
are searching for caches as well
as Viet Cong. When a large
cache is found, a report goes
back to the civil affairs team
and, together with a group of
VC detainees, they pick up the
captured rice and return .it to
the Vietnamese people.

With this two-pronged attack
on the VC rice -resources, the
flow of rice to enemy hiding
places in the mountains has
been sharply curtailed.

Certainly the Viet Cong are
still getting some rice from the
Bong Son Plain, but if the old
adage “‘an army travels on its
stomach” is true, then the VC
should be making fewer and
-shorter trips in the months to
come.

VNAF Lt

Nha Trang (USAF)—Second
Lieutenant Vinh Ngo Quoe, Viet-
namese Air Force (VNAF), re-
ceived the United States Distin-
guished Flying Cross recently
for exceptional airmanship dur-
ing an in-flight emergency while
under enemy fire.

Lieutenant Quoc, an aerial ob-
server with the 62nd Fighter
Wing (VNAF), said, “We were
flying on a visual reconnais-
sance mission in an L-19 aircraft
near the village of Buon Ho.
While flying at about 200. feet,

‘my American pilot was wound-

{{

Gets DFC

ed by enemy ground fire.”

The lieutenant quickly took
control of the aircraft from the
rear seat by reaching over the
unconscious pilot’s shoulder and,
supporting him with one hand,
flew the aircraft some: 30 miles
to Ban Me Thuot with the
other. 3

“The American pilot re-
covered slightly from the initial
shock of his wounds, and with
some assistance was able to land
the aircraft safely,” said the
lieutenant,
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Editorial

The U.S. Soldier Is
A Special Individual

Washington (AD)—As we observe our Army’s birth-
day this month, certain thoughts come to mind:

We of today’s Army are here for but one purpose—
and that purpose is to guard our Nation. This is not an
easy task. Its performance reauires the employment of a
very special individual. To qualify you need no experience,
but you must possess the special qualities of courage and
dedication, of high moral convictions, and above all, a
strong sense of pride in your country.

You must give of yourself willingly, for this is being
a soldier. The soldier of today has many problems, but
he should realize the importance of his mission and place
it above all else. He should be proud of himself—proud
to be a soldier. -

We are all subject to decisions during our lives in
determining the factors which will guide our moves. We
must never let our personal wants interfere in the final
accomplishment of the mission. True soldiers are unique
in that they must possess the desire and determination to
put their responsibilities as members of the Armed Forces
above all else.

As we all know, it is not an easy thing to do, but
we must separate the difference between what we would
like to and what we are required to do.

To emphasize your responsibility as a seldier, I-feel
I need only auote the motto of one of our fine fighting
divisions—*“No Mission Too Difficult, No Sacrifices Too

Great, Duty First.”
William O. Wooldridge
Sergeant Major of the Army

Integration of CORDS

Saigon (MACV)—General W.
Westmoreland, Commander
MACV, was given full control of
previously civilian programs in
the Revolutionary Development
effort on May 11.

Ambassador Robert W. Komer
was appointed deputy te General
Westmoreland for Civil Opera-
tions and Revolutionary Develop-
ment Support (CORDS), effec-
tive May 28.

The Office of the Assistant
Chief of Staff for CORDS has
recently been created by MACV,
The new staff agency will as-
sume all activities and funetions
of the former Office of Civil Op-
erations (0OCO) and the MACV
Directorate for Revolutionary
Development Support.

The reorganization will pro-
vide for the integration of Civil
Operations and Revolutionary
Development Support activities
within MACV.

L. Wade Lathram has been
designated Assistant Chief of
Staff CORDS, with General W.
A. Knowlton as his deputy. They
will support the Government of
Vietnam’s Revolutionary Devel-
opment program.

There will be no change in the
administration and logistics sup-
port; civilian elements of the in-
tegrated organization will con-
tinue fo be supported (funds,
personnel and other require-
ments) by their respective agen-
cies, i.e., Embassy, AID, JUS-
PAO, USIA and OSA.

DOD Establishes New
Casualty Data System

Washington (AFNB) — The
Department of Defense has es-
tablished a computerized casu-
alty data system to maintain
historical-type information on
deaths from both hostile and
nonhostile causes of U.S. mili-
tary personnel in. Southeast
Asia. ;

Lists are arranged by state
and based on ‘“‘the home-of-
record’ listed by the service
member at the time of his last
entry into active duty. DoD of-
ficials said this should not be

confused with the emergency
address of next-of-kin used in
daily news releases of casualty
names,

Defense officials said that in
many instances this emergency
address is a temporary address
where dependents relocate, or is
the last duty station of the serv-
iceman prior to his assignment
to Southeast Asia. It is for this
reason the home of record is
used for the state lists under
the new system.
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Embassy
Lisi Will
Overrule

Saigon (MACV)—A Command
Information pamphlet distributed
in April listing Vietnamese com-

memorative dates and national |

helidays has caused questions
about holiday time off for Viet-
namese employees of the U.S.
Armed Forces.

The pamphlet states in a foot-
note that the holidays shown are
“according to the most recent
government decrees.” However,
the holidays which  are ob-
served by civilians of MACV are
those contained in an annual list
published by the U.S. Embassy.
In some aspects the lists differ.

MACV personnel officials
state that the list provided by
the Embassy is binding on
MACV. So, even though a date
contained in CI Pamplet 10-67 is
shown as being observed as a
holiday, if that date is not on
the Embassy list, civilians are
not entitled to the time off.

Quarantine
Guarantee
In Penang

Saigon (MACY) — Penang
health officials have on record
19 cases of R&R visitors who
arrived with outdated cholera
shots since April. Though offi-
cials have been lenient up to
now, continued violations are
now causing ‘‘grave concern,”
according to the Embassy.

Cholera immunizations must
have been administered at least
six days prior to arrival in
Penang, and may not be more
than six months old.

Toe avoid the possibility of
spending five days and nights in
quarantine all personnel are -ad-
vised to check their own shot
records well in advance when
planning R&R. Remember,
cholera shots must be adminis-
tered at least six days before
departure.

Retirement
Increases

Washington (AD) — The De-
partment of the Army reports
that in recent months the num-
ber of applications from indi-
viduals in grades E-7 through
E-9 requesting retirement in the
next lower grade has increased.
Commanders should advise in-
dividuals that they may not
retire in a grade lower than that
in which serving and they may
not be reduced for the purpose
of retiring in a lower grade. Ex-
ceptions are outlined in para-
graph 10g, C 6, Army 635-230.

Bees Attack

Phu Bai (USMC)—A 3rd Ma-
rine Division . Reconnaissance
patrol came upon a neew type
of enemy north of Hue, when
the ten-man patrel was wounded
by a swarm of bees.

“Just as everyone was in the
middle of their meal, the bees
hit us,” said Corporal Nick
Estavillo, Brooklyn. The
Marines jumped up swinging,
trying to avoeid the stingers.

Corporal Estavillo, a radio-
man for the patrol, called in a
spot report to a relay team at
the 4th Marine Regiment head-
quarters,

An R&R iraveler was set,

To rest and recoop with his pet.
Once he got in the line,
He was shocked te find,

All the prizes they said he would get.

A chauffeur with a Mercedes Benz,
Drove him around town—ne expeng,
A stewardess tall,
And he had a ball,

As they painted the tewn like old friendz.

He got tailor-made suits frmﬁ Hong Kong,
VIP treatment, a dance and a song.
Gift certificates, steak,

A free suite and a cake.
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Saigon (USAF)—In a small reom at the Saigon
School for Blind Boys, a Vietnamese boy stood cautiously
in the darkness of the blind as strange hands inserted a
gsmall earphone into his ear. Then an unfamiliar object was

Blind Boy Maneuvers Easily
ith Help of Audible Tones

hil” \;th. The desire for this
exp..clence was apparent as his
eager hands carefully manipu-
Jated the small plastic object.
" The man who said, “it will
help you,” stood nearby — Air
Force Second Lieutenant For-
yest M. Mims, Houston, who de-
votes his off-duty time to help-
ing the blind with a device he
has invented. The lieutenant’s
snvention produces an audible

{put in the palm of his hand. The youngster listened intently.
Nine year old Le Quang Manh had been told earlier
tha+ this strange device would help him sense objects in

tone received through an ear-
phone, by use of an invisible
infra-red light and a photo diode
and amplifier, to detect objects
encountered in the path ef the
instrument.

The youngster moved cau-
tiously about the room with the
soft-spoken encouragement of
the 22 year old lieutenant. With-
in 'ten minutes, the boy was

Oasis (USA)—“Good ol’ South-
ern hospitality” reached to
South Vietnam’s Central High-
Jands when a 10-gallon Texas
cowboy hat arrived, hand car-
yied, all the way from Dallas.

Howdy, Pardner
Says Interpreter

plained Sexton. “I told her to
be sure and bring one with her
when she left for Hawaii. It
didn’t take long for Mrs. Sexton
to acquire the hat. ;
After meeting his wife in Ha-

For games he played ___ and ping pong.

After spending his R&R so,

He got rid of frustrations—ne dough. . .

So to rest from his rest

At the site he loved best

In Bangkok he spent five days more,

What for. you may ask, did this troop,

Get a free R&R. and the loot?

Forn with luck like a champ,

When he walked up .the ramp,

As the 250,000th American serviceman to go

On out of country R&R this fiscal year (Whew),

United Nations Command
To Guarantee Security

Washington (AD) — Seventeen
years ago this month, the Re-
public of Korea was attacked by
communist North Korea. In a
bloody three-year war that
brought into being the United
Nations Command in Korea, the
aggressor was repelled and a
military armistice brought an
end to the fighting.

A major element of the United
Nations Command was the
Eighth United States Army,
which to this day remains in
Korea to help guarantee the
security of the Republic and the
Demilitarized Zone set up by the
armistice,

During 1950-53 in Korea, many
soldiers asked the question:
“Why are we here?” Their an-
swer was first written when the
communist aggression was de-
feated. But the complete answer
is still being written today by
the citizens of Korea who are,
by their energy, building for eco-
nomic progress in a free and
proud nation.

Today, there is a new Korea.

It is seen by our soldiers who
man the line and by those who

‘support the combat forces. Our

soldiers see it most of all in the
Korean citizen of today who is
“standing tall” as he works to
develop his nation.

They see it in the new build
ings, the’new industries and the
more abundant agriculture. They
see it in the contribution of the
two and a half divisions of ROK
forces fighting in Vietnam. I in-
vite you to see for yourself, in
the article on the New Korea in
the June issue of the Army
Digest.

The United States can be
proud of the dedicated Ameri-
cans who served here in the past

- and of those who serve here now

to help insure that the works of
democracy can continue in this
land.
General C. H. Bonesteel, IIf
Commanding General,
Eighth U.S. Army
Commander-in-Chief,
United Nations Command
Commander, U.S. Forces,
Korea,

Specialist 4 ~Bobby Sexton, waii, Specialist Sexton returned

Arlington, Tex., a communica-

| tions

specialist with the 4th
Pivision’s 1st Battalion, 12th In-
fantry ordered the size 67 Stet-
son for his Vietnamese friend
Diep Nam, an interpreter with
the division’s 2nd Brigade.
Foxgialist  Sexton introduced
P. —Nam to his wife Pat via

L a tape recorded message.

“He said he wanted a cowboy
hat from Texas, any color,” ex-

with the big Texas cowboy hat.
The five-foot-two inch Viet-
namese interpreter was all
smiles when Sexton handed him
the Stetson for which he had
waited so long.

Donning his new 10-gallon
Stetson, the Vietnamese inter-
preter beamed with joy as he
thanked his comrade in Viet-
namese. “‘Just a little Texas
southern hespitality, that's all,”
replied Specialist Sexton.

- CROSS OF GALLANTRY—U.S. Navy Lieutenant Com-
mander Henry C. Mustin, Chief Staff Officer to Com-
mander Delta Patrol Group receives congratulations from
Vietnamese Navy Commander Nguyen Than Chau, after
Feceiving the Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry.

: +un +., (USN Photo) |

moving freely throughout the
small room, sidestepping the
lieutenant, chairs and tables-—
things in his path that he had
been unable to sense before.

The lieutenant, a phote inter-
preter with the 13th Technical
Reconnaissance Squadron, Tan
Son Nhut, also worked with
seven yvear old Pham Duy Thao
that day.

“The boys' response was won-
derful even though instructions
had to be translated in Viet-
namese through Phan Van
Suong, the school director,” said
Lieutenant Mims.

“I've done all that's possible
with building the basic device,
Now, aid for research and pro-
duction of more seeing aids is
needed to give blind pecple the
chance to use the aid.”

Designed and handmade en-
tively by Lieutenant Mims, the
seeing aid was eompleted in
March 1966 and has been ex-
hibited before many educators,
doctors, engineers and students.
It proved highly successful dur-
ing tests with the blind in the
United States. .

Lieutenant Mims, a graduate
of Texas A & M, is a self-
taught inventor. The seeing aid
is only one of the lieutenant’s
projects.

Lieutenant

VN Baby

Mims  sparkles

SEEING DEVICE—Lieutenant Mims, center, explains
the use of a seeing-aid device to Le Quang Manh, with
Vietnamese translator Phan Van Suong, school director,
looking on. (USAF Photo)

“The biggest boosters are the
blind themselves.
“It'’s a heartwarming experi-

with enthusiasium ‘when dis-
cussing his invention and his
efforts to help the Vietnamese

blind. “Everywhere the seeing
aid was demonstrated, people

ence to bring new hope to them
and my goal is to do every-

have lauded the prospects of | thing I can to help the Viets
its value to the blind,” he said. | namese.”

Aids ROK Marines

Destroy Viet Cong Complex

Chu Lai (USMC) — During
Operation Happy Dragon, the
crying of a Vietnamese bahy
heard by Korean Marines, led
them to uncover and destroy a
massive Viet Cong tunnel com-
plex.

Captain Kang Deal Shinz, com-
manding officer of the 2nd Bat-
talion, 2nd Republic of Korea
(ROK) Marine Brigade, had set
his men-up in a perimeter
around hedges near a Viet-
namese village.

Suddenly, they heard the ery
of a baby coming [rom a nearby
hedge. A Korean sergeant
moved
cry but it had stopped. He
listened - carefully. There was
arother sob and he dug through
the bush.

The cave opening was well
concealed by brush and un-
doubtedly would have not been
found without the baby’s cry.

They found a mother with her
new-born baby boy. She had hid-
den in the cave days earlier
and given birth to the child
while hiding from the Viet Cong.

The ROK Marines found a
series of caves and tunnels run-
ning under the hedges, with
each containing men, women
and children.

After the Koreans separated
the men from the rest, Viet-
names inferpreters were
brought in by a U.S. Marine
helicopter from the brigade
headquarters to find out why
the civilians were still in the
area. The Koreans had dropped
warning leaflets telling them to
leave the area three days be-
fore the operation started.

The Vietnamese interrogators
picked men from the group who
seemed likely VC, and ques-
tioned them individually. One
admitted to being a Viet Cong
and said that he had gotten
trapped in the area while on
the way to rejoin his unit in the
mountain.

He was questioned about the

rived, he had been forced to hide
among the villagers in the
caves., ;i

He led the Korean Marines
to a hut in an abandoned village

area and asked to point out
the VC in the group. He agreed
to cooperate and when led to
the rest of the men in the group
that were still blindfolded, he

in the direction of the.

! “Specialized training in mecha-

pointed to one man and whis-
pered his name to the Korean
interrogator.

This man admitted he was the
Viet Cong police chief for the
village and said he had been
sent to keep an eye on the vil-

lage. When the Koreans had ar-

which was the main entrance to
a 5,000 meter tunnel complex,

The women and children were
fed and thén airlifted by heli-
copter to a safe area. The
mother and her baby were sent
to Binh Sen to be united with
the father who is in the Viet-
namese Army.

US/ARVN Forces

Successful in Delta

Rach Kien (USA)—A platoon
of the US Army's 9th Infantry
Division and a squadron of
armored cavalry from the Army
of the Republic of Vietnam
(ARVN) have found they make
such a successful fighting team
that they have joined forces in
18 separate Delta operations.

The 3rd Battalion, 39th Infan-
try’s Reconnaissance Platoon,
teamed up with the 2nd Squad-
ron of the 10th Armored Cavalry
Regiment (ARVN) to make a
fast and dangerous pursuit unit
fighting in the Rach Kien dis-
trict of Long An province.

“The pair originally teamed -
up for just one operation, but it
worked so well that almost
everytime there's an operation,
whether it'’s ARVN or U.S., we
work together,” said Captain
James Lyle, Castine, Me., the
senior MACV advisor for the
squadron,

“You couldn’t ask for a finer
team in this area than a Recon
Platoon and the Cav unit,” the
assistant operations officer of
the 3rd Battalion, Captain Paul
Barnes, Albuquerque, said.

nized techniques
Recon Platoon to blend right in
with the Cav unit and work as
a team.”

When the terrain becomes too
difficult for the Armored Per-
sonnel Carrviers (APC's) to
maneuver, the Recon Platoon
dismounts and forges through
mud and mangroves to complete
the mission.

The ARVN squadron operates
15 APC’s with nine .50 caliber
machine guns and thirty .30
caliber machine guns mounted
on the tracks.

First Lieutenant William

Brantley, Jackson, Miss., leader
of the Recon Platoon, said, “The
tremendous firepower the Cav
can provide has gotten us out
of several tight spots.”

Specialist 4 Edward Vinson,
Oklahoma City, a radio-tele-
phone eperator with the Recon
Platoon, said, “The men of the
2nd Squadron are real good sol-
diers. They always share what-
ever they have with us. They’ll
find us all the coconuts we want,
and whenever we stop and the
ARVN’s eook roast duck and
rice, we're invited to join
them.”

enables the

=




FLOATING BARRACKS——-Major J. W. Oliver (left),
Collinsville, Ala., points out to Lieutenant R. R. Boaman,
Bakersfield, Calif., how the series of 55-gallons drums will

float the barracks.

(USA Photo)

Wet-Weather Camp

To Float on

My An (USA) — A new con-
cept called a *‘floating camp”’ is
being tested at the U.S. Army
Special Forces Camp, My An,
in the IV Corps Tactical Zone
of the Delta 50 miles southwest
of Saigon.

Major James W. Oliver, Col-
linsville, Ala., one of the staff
engineers, 5th Special Forces
Group (Airborne), 1st Special
Forces, considers that this camp
may revise all the theories of
the U.S. Army Engineers re-
garding how a wet-weather
camp should be constructed.

The camp uses some of the
principles first observed in Hol-
land: An earthen wall called a
berm is constructed completely
around the camp. For defensive
purposes, interspersed along
this berm are several elevated
machine-gun pillbox bunkers,
with all-around and overhead
protection provided by layers of
sandbags. These pillboxes and
fighting positions are located
above the high water level.

An inner ring of pillboxes is
situated so that defenders can
fire over the outer wall. This
gives concentric defense to the
camp, for the inner wall can be
used as a final protective line
should the enemy penetrate the
outer wall. These fighting posi-
tions are also located well above
the water level.

One problem involved protect-
ing the living quarters of camp
personnel in the event the inner
camp area' was flooded. This
was finally solved by building
small barracks on - skids and
temporary foundations. Under-

Vietnamese Smiles at

Saigon (USAF) — An Vinh
Phan, a 23-year-old Vietnamese,
has been unable to hear or
speak since he was two years
old. When two Air Force ser-
seants presented him a gift, his
broad grin and the excitement
in his hands perhaps signaled
the start of a new life.

Chief Master Sergeant George
I". O'Bryant and Senior Master
Sergeant James R. McBurnett,
San Antonio, changed Phan’s
world of no sounds by getting
him a hearing aid from the
United States.

Drums

neath, dozens of 55 gallon drums
were wired in rows in order to
lift and float the barracks
should the water level rise over
two feet in the camp area.

To protect the 4.2 inch and
8lmm mortar pits from water,
cement tanks were used as em-
placements, surrounded by rings
of protective sandbags. These
tanks had their upper edges well
above the expecied high water
level.

Interlaced  throughout the
camp area are a series of
drainage ditches. By gravity
flow, the water from normal
rainfall moves through these
ditches to a pit where three
water pumps boost the water
over the berm and outside the
camp.

Rebuilt By
‘Self Help'

Da Nang (USN)—Vietnamese
civilians and Seabees of the U.S.
Navy's Mobile Construction Bat-
talion-58’s “D" Company worked
together to re-build a village
that was destroyed by fire,

The homes of 160 Vietnamese
families had been destroyed in
the Catholic Refugee village of
Phuoce Quang.

The Vietnamese accomplished
much of the re-building by using
methods taught them by the
Seabees in the “self-help” pro-
ject. In five weeks, 76 duplex
units were completed.

The device was donated by a
hearing aid corporation in Chi-
cago after the sergeants wrote
them of Phan’s plight. Phan
also received 24 extra batteries
angl spare parts for the hearing
aid.

“We had intended to buy the
hearing aid for Mr. Phan,” said
Sergeant McBurnett. “The cor-
poration gave it to him as a
gesture of friendship between
the Vietnamese and American
people.

““When Mr. Phan broke out in
a big smile after turning on the
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Viet Cong Murder A
But His Work Will Remain

Phu Bai (USMC)—The Viet Cong came in
last week to murder the Catholic pastor.
During the early morning darkness th
church. They told him to open his door
poured high explosive rocket rounds thro
Father Matthieu fell, wounded by a

rectory, friendly mortar
hundred meters to the nun’s
quarters, where a reactionary
force of Marines found him.

He was given first aid treat-
ment and flown by Marine heli-
copter to the medical station at
Phu Bai. There, 39-year-old Fa-
ther Matthieu. Vietnamese
Catholic = Priest, died of his
wounds.

When he arrived at Phong
Dien three years ago, it was
just a cluster of weather-beaten
shacks. From this meager be-
ginning, Father Matthieu devel-
oped the refugee camp into a
model village embodying many
of the characteristics of a large
city.

Together with the villagers,
he laid out the streets of houses
in blocks. and lined the blocks
with cypress and eucalyptus
trees among the sharply defined
intersections of sandy roads.

The Father acquired material

-and funds for the refugee center
through the Vietnamese govern-
ment, through benefactors in
the United States, and from his
friends in the TFourth Marine
Regiment, based nearby.

He organized the village and
set up local industries to help
the many, who had fled Viet
Cong controlled areas, earn a
living and learn a new trade.

The women were taught to
sew and weave hats for mar-
ket, a barber shop was built
where older men could earn a
wage and the younger men
could learn the business, a bi-
cycle repair shop was opcned
for business, and he organized
a laundry service between the
villagers and the nearby Ma-
rines.

Father Matthieu believed that
the future of his country ulti-
mately rested in the: hands of
the children, and he would spare
nothing to insure their educa-
tion. Opening a nursery school
and a primary school, he had
plans for a future high school.

When the Fourth Marine Regi-
ment moved into
February, Father Matthieu be-
came a popular and a familiar
figure around the command
post. He obtained medicine and
supplies for his village from the
regimental field hospital and ar-
ranged weekly visits to the vil-
lage by Navy surgeon Ted
Gross, Sherman Oaks, Calif.

The Fourth Marine Regiment
helped Father Matthieu build
the schools, the barbershop, and
the laundry business. They do-
nated tin, concrete, and other
building material to the village.

hearing aid, we knew he could
hear. He hears sounds well and
in time should by able to under-
stand words. It will require

some practice,” the sergeant
concluded.

Sharing the same living quar-
ters in the same housing area
as Phan, the Air Force men
carry on a conversation through
sign language and note-writing.

“The best is yet to come,”
the sergeants said. “It will be
great to have Mr. Phan able to
understand everything we say.”

fire drove them off.

the area in

Father Matthieu and the doc-
tor used to joke in private about
the Viet Cong. They would nev-
er harm him, he felt, for he
had never done any harm to
them.

But the Viet Cong did come,
and they tried to murder him
in the church he had built- They
wanted him dead and wanted to

force to the village of Phong Digy

and come outside
ugh the walls of his rectory.

piece of shrapnel. As the VC broke into_th
The wounded priest crawled al

— ]

ey stole into the village and surrounded hig):
, and when he refused, they].-

Priest |

destroy his ideals. _
They succeeded in murdering
him, but Father Matthieny

remain in- the refugee village
Phong Dien,

Today, the church is being re.

paired by the villagers and the
Marines of the Fourth Regi.

Da Nang (USN)—A small boy
yelled, “Bacsi!"”

Scores of children came run-
ning, elderly women came run-
ning and several men ap-
proached with caution.

Bacsi is the Vietnamese word
for doctor and in this case the
shout was directed at Hospital-
man Administrative Specialist
Joseph Coy, Pittsburgh, Pa. Act-
ing as a guide and also to as-
sist Specialist Coy was Village
Action Team (VAT) 3 leader,
Machinist Mate First Class Er-
nest Butler, Pomona, Calif.

Petty Officer Butler and the
other members of VAT 3, Air-
man Mike Woliord and Fireman
Steve Rosen, are in the village
to give advice and to provide
materials for new houses.

VAT 3 is assigned to the civie
action department at the Naval
Support Activity in Da Nang,
while hospitalman Coy is em-
ployed by Office of Civil Opera-
tions (OCO). He volunteered his
spare time to the Medical Civic

Specialist Joe
Is ‘Bacsi’ in Village

Coy

Action Program (MEDCAP) jg

the village of Binh Thuan.
“Coy’s MEDCAP proved to hs
an immediafe success and a tre.
mendous relief for us, because
VAT 3 is here to build ang
advise. We  seldom have time
or medical supplies to treat the

sick,” said Petty Officer Butler,
Almost 75 per cent of the pe
ple have “Tropical Ulcers

“If the people would v-"wuin
from irritating the biies@m
would certainly be a drastie
marked Specialist Coy.

“The biggest problem here ig
lack of cleanliness. The Vief-
namese are beginning to realize
this and they are doing some-
thing about it with our help.
We are' providing 30 gallon
drums for trash disposals. We
also issue them soap and en-
courage them to use it,” Peliy
Officer Butler said.

SR
AR R S

WITH LOVE—Waiti

G ™

ng to send their love from the U.S.

Navy is Petty Officer Third Class M. Cosper, (right),
and Petty Officer First Class F. Morris as they relax
behind their Swift boat’s combination .50 caliber machine §
(USN Photo)

gun/81mm mortar.
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LOVING CARE—Miss Stevenson, home director, holds
\a little girl found on the grounds of the Qui Nhon Pro-

= wince Hospital suffering from an ear infection,

decrease in the disease,” re- 3

/ INATED—En ineman First Class Cary Barnes,
; Fh‘liﬁn, has an intereilted audience as he pulls-a
electric generator.

‘A Papal Decree

advisor to Vietnamese Navy, @

daily maintenance check on the home’s

Unified Efforts Aid
Neglected Childre

Qui Nhon (MACV) — Set in
the heart of Qui Nhon, a con-
valescent home for the war-
wounded and neglected children
of Vietnam represents an ex-
ample of peaple from many na-
tions combining efforts te de a
humanitarian deed.

A British erganization, Save
The Children’s Fund, operates
the home and provides the per-
sonnel and the bulk of the funds
needed to operate it.

Save The Children’s Fund, ep-
- erating in 27 countries, came

here at the request of the Viet-
namese government about a
vear ago. The land was donated
by the Binh Dinh provinee chief,
Lieutenant Colonel Tran Dinh
Vong, and the home was built
by a local Vietnamese contrac-
‘tor who refused to take a cent
of profit in building it.

Lights and running water for
the home were made possible
by the U.S. Navy, which in-
stalled a generator en lend and
provides daily maintenance
checks to keep it in good eperat-
ing condition.

Director of the home is Miss
Brigit Stevenson, London, }vho
is assisted by two British
nurses. A third nurse is expect-

uil

ed to arrive shortly,

Wounded by bullets and shrap-
nel, burned or suffering from
malnutrition, the children are
sent to. the home, by the hos-

pitals -in- and around the Qui-*
~ Nhon are
_‘treatment and surgery. .

rea, to convalesce after

Poctors from the New Zea-
land surgical team in the prev-
ince hospital, the 85th Medical
Evacunation Hospital,

by . American nuns, provide

~medical "attention for the child-

Ten.

There is a marked contrast
between the children who have
just arrived at the home and
those who are ready to leave.
Clean living conditions, - the
proper diet and the slaff"s lov-
ing eare have worked miracles
with the children. At least two
of the children who came to the
home, thought never able to
walk again, are now on the read
to recovery. :

The Save the Children’s Fund
is part of an organization start-
ed in 1919, shortly after World

and the
~ Holy Family Hospital, operated

War Y by a British school
teacher, Eglantyne Jebb. The
news media of the day, filled
with war news, broacast that
there were an estimated 13 mil-
lien starving children ‘in the
weorld.

Miss Jebb, though without
funds or influence, decided to do
something about this condition,
She went to the ene person in
Eurepe she felt would help her
start an organization to aid the
children of the -world, Pope
Benedict XV, b :

Pope Benedict, through a pap"gl
deeree, pledged all the contri-
butions taken in by the Catholic
“churches on one. Sunday to start
a fund to save the children,
Other ehurch organizations fol-
lowed the lead and the move-
ment was launched.

In 1924, the organization be-
came known as the Internation-
al Unien for Child Welfare w_ith
headguarters in Geneva, Switz-
erland. After almost 50 years
service there are institutions in
some 27 countries for children
who need care.

Story and Phetos by SFC A. Wakefield, USA
Staff Writer and Photegrapher

e
NEW
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ARRIVAL—Suffering fr
malnutrition, the thin arms an
mark him as a recent arrival.

om vitamin deficiency and
d legs on this small boy




TOUR—Sister Marie Ancella points out one of the many SOLITUDE—A sister prays in the quiet solitude of the
plaques to Specialist 4 Albert Wallis, 297th Transportation : colony’s chapel. ;
Company.

Home for Lepers

derside

Qui Nhon ((MACV)—Situated two miles Various shops manned by skilled afie. In 1945, following the war’s end and the As you _“'a“de' t!’f,;sfhafi?,oﬂzleieﬁ;énmgg
south of Qui Nhon on a sparkling expanse of  produce everything from textiles, knil resulting coup detat, all sisters of foreign  are p‘laq.ue.&- onumzvl'n’}t_ e z: Gt through-
South China Sea beach, the Qui Hoa goods, tailored clothing and wroughts  nationality were’ forced to lea}re_ Vietnam, 1ndmdua]stlgrﬂ?r_nﬁdhlg‘r: mnacle: cohqtructim!
Leprosarium stands in peaceful. contrast work to the brilliantly colored floor tilesd ~ The operation of the leprosarium became  out the worl UV-_ 110._bl kol SRl
with the rest of strife-torn Vietnam. well-made furniture. s the responsibility” of a Vietnamese priest .gf the bfuligg;is Dgi;i; gqat(]ﬂl(')il;?': O ot

Upon entering the grounds of the institu- The leprosarium had a mod ging (Y four Vietnamese Ser ‘v.lvho_“elic't‘ed 11[;nsueo N y“In o ol cutenant
tion, the first impression is that of im- in 1929, when a missionary priescPere “emain. One of the sisters is still there, Eos(tl:ph D. Pellegrino, who died in action 17
maculately kept grounds and buildings. Some  Maheu, assisted by Doctor Lemoine andd: The 6th of July 1955, ten years later, Moy 1966. 5th Spedial Borces .Groups Airs
of these buildings housing the 900 lepers  sisters, began caring for about 150 le was a long awaited day, as the foreign-born ’

¢ : B borne,”
were built by funds donated by various At that time there were no roads in® Franciscan Sisters were allowed to return : _ S ; i1din
American units in the area of Qui Nhon. area and travel was chiefly by water. | to Vietnam, : ey {\Te'(i"glss Otg tﬂ}%ga;:i?g‘i nlti?fg fgoﬁluglu[;eﬁl.l 0‘? : - i ;
Everything 'is spotlessly clean, neat and In 1932, following the departure of I _ The patients ‘at' Qui Hoa are primarily ma‘tmin O N oh A tea Shh A6 members “ i e :
- ‘colorful with the multi-hued pastels of the Maheu, Franciscan Sisters arrived fo ¢ Vietnamese, with a few Montagnards, units ’

Chinese, Cambodians and Indians among of the ROK Capital Division and the U.S. SEWING AND MENDING—The institution’s tailor shop 1s a scene of busy
them. All nationalities, creeds and colors _Army Support Command, Qui Nhon, are Gy n holie it o

ate welcome in’this 'qﬁiet spot along Viet- regular supporters of the institution. J

nam’s coast. In 'its 250 spetless cottages -

' : ; {E : ; A i buildings. tinue the good work. It was in the follo
LAB WO:RK——:S:ster Marie 4”"‘5”3: a natwe of northern France, checks a Operation funds for the leprosarium year that the colony suffered a setback
skin specimen in the leprosarium’s laboratory. stem from world-wide donations. It costs = typhoon destroyed the hospital, dispen
over 20 million piasters to run this institu- and most of the homes.

tion, for a year. The bulk of the funds are The year 1939 brought the beginning - families live, work and play together. And - Story and Photos by
“used to purchase basic materials which are the Japanese occupation, and for the ® hordes of laughing children, playing in the SFC A. Wakefield, USA

’ used in daily operations, All building, con- . six years the. Franciscan Sisters valial - - carefully raked streets or on the gleaming - Stait Writer-Photozravlier
struction and maintenance is done by the carried on their humanitarian work um beaches, make this seem like any peaceful taff Writer-Photograph
patients, the hard-ships of military rule.- community, ‘)

S—A modern_knitting machine, nder the hands of a patient, turns out ha_::;dsomc

bolts of beautiful cloth are produced by BUSY HAN
knitted pieces.

i _WEAVER_UﬁEiz:’ng thread shipped from churches in F rance,
the careful weavers,
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Cam Ranh Bay (USA) — With
rear cargo doors open, an Air
Force C-130 swoops low over a
jungle clearing. The pilot re-

Jeases an extraction parachute
and the cargo load is pulled
from the aircraft’s belly.

As the plane turns and heads

=

for home at Cam Ranh Bay,
the load of ammunition and sup-
plies drift down to combat
troops waiting on the ground.
The U.S. Army’s 109th Quar-
termaster Company (Air Deliv-
ery) and the U.S. Air Force
have again done their job as

PACKING—Specialist 4 Fred Bolt, Grandview, Wash.,
folds gores on a personnel chute. The company also packs
extraction chutes which are used to pull loads from air-

craft and cargo chutes.

 AIR FORCE—The last load of diesel fuel is loaded into
a waiting Air Force C-130. The unit works elosely with

the Air Force to resupply troops in remote ‘areas of

Vietnam.

combat aerial delivery special-
ists. Commanded by Major
Christopher Cretty, Dunedin,
Fla., the 109th is the only air
delivery unit of its type in Viet-
nam, It rigs most of the supplies
and equipment air-dropped in
the Republic;

“If the Air Force will fly it,
we’ll rig and drop it,”” boasted
Captain Charles Ulsh, Cadiz,
Ky., aerial delivery efficer.
Most items delivered are am-
munition and equipment. Water,
rations and petroleum products
are also included in many of
their dreps.

“We work according to de-
mand,” stressed Captain Ulsh,
“But_we also maintain supplies
on standby—rigged and ready to
go at all times.

“This is a joint eperation and
our relations with the Air Force
are excellent,” he added.

The effectiveness of this form
of aerial re-supply was vividly
demonstrated when the 109th
dropped more than 500 tons of
supplies during the opening
phase of ‘“Operation Junetion
City.”

The aerial deliveryman’s job
doesn’t end when the supplies
leave the plane. Following the
load to the ground — often in
the midst of the action — are
two men of the unit. They re-
cover the unmit's rigging and
parachutes.

The 109th, with its 383rd Quar-
termaster Detachment (Air De-
liverv) and the supporting 623=d
Air Equipment Repair and De-
pot Company, finds little free
time between drops.

The air delivery units pack
all cargo extraction chutes used
to pull the loads out of the air-
craft. They also pack personnel
and cargo chutes for the Air
Force, Army aviation units and
Special Forces.

The 623rd keeps busy with
maintenance and storage of rig-
ging and parachutes. All are re-
conditioned after every drep to
insure proper working condition.

“The World "is Our Drop
Zone,” is the motto of the 109th.
With the help of the Air Force,
the unit is ready and able to
drop anything, at any time, any-
where in Vietnam,

" INSTANT SUPPLIE
from bundles of 105mm H

S Mo of th

The World As Its Drop

munition drift to the
(Red Catcher) Brigade. The air drop

Lai, sev

en miles northeast of Saigon.

June £1, 1967

SPECIAL DELIVERY—Tons of 105mm Howitzer am-
ground for the 199th Light Infantry
~was made at Cat

Story and Photos by
Sp4 Jack Germeau, USA

owitzer am

trucked directly to the waiting 105s a

e 199th Light Infantf&_Bfigade' unhook parachutes
munition in a Delta rice paddy. The ammo was
nd used to support ground eperations,

June 21, 1967

Destruction
Commiitee

Burns $$$

Saigon (USA) — Captain Ar-
thur L. Junkins, Olex, Va., has
confirmed what many have long
suspected: Watching your mon-

ey go up in smoke is no fun.

As commanding officer of
U.S. Army Headquarters Area
Command’s: 34th Finance De-
tachment in Saigon, Captain
Junkins has supervised the
burning of some $7 million of
wern and unusable military pay-
ment certificates (MPC) during
the last few months.

“One of our missions,” he
says. ‘‘is to collect mutilated or
unserviceable MPC from finance
units throughout Vietnam. These
notes are then destroyed and re-
placed with new currency.

To witness the burning of the
money, which takes place as
often as three times monthly, a
committee of U.S. officers,
representing all of the armed
services, is convened by MACV,

“This Destruction Committee
is the only one in Vietnam for
burning money,” Captain Jun-
kins points out. “Seven officers
are appointed at one time, and
they serve for a period of three
to four months.

In a recent month, $2 million

. in unusable MPC was destroyed
~under the commitlee’s supervi-

sion. The bills are burned in a
large incinerator, after which

OBSERVER
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ADDING MORE FUEL—Specialist 4 James E. Musser,

MACV Destruction Committee burn unusable MPC.

the ashes are carefully sifted to
make certain that nothing ve-
mains, Finally, the furnace it-
self is searched before the De-
struction Committee’s members
go back to their normal duties,

Captain Junkins regards the

money-burning as a routine part
of his duties. “It's no fun at
all,” he says. “Actually, it’s a

hot and dirty job which lasts all-

day. Those ashes flying around
used to be theusands of dollars,
but when you’re hot and sweaty,

Caldwell, Idaho, helps the
(USA Photo)

there's not much thrill in it.”
At least one unnamed soldier
stationed in Saigon agrees: “Big
deal,”” he says. “I burn up my
paycheck all by myself every
month, and I don’'t even get a
committee to help me.”

B

What's In

A Name?

It's Identification

- Da Nang (USMC) — Marines
of Combined Action Platoon
(CAP) D-1, in the village of Nui
Kin Son near Da Nang, have
“‘adopted” a group of Vietnam-
ese boys.

Most of the boys, ages 9 to 15,
are from homes where one or

RD Team
Maintains

Confidence

Bien Hoa (III Corps 10) —
Concluding a two week course
in Revolutionary Development
training, the 1st Battalion, 50th
Regiment (ARVN) capped the
event with a festival in a village
that had once been under VC
control. =

The purpose of the festivals

is to win the confidence of the |

people. If the local military
commander can do this, he will
gain a valuable source of infor-
mation about the Viet Cong ac-
tivity in that area in the days
to come.

Turning out for the rare occa-
sion, the people of Luong Hoa
were given medical treatment
by a medical civic action team,
composed of American and Viet-
namese medical specialists. The
team ftreated 200 patients the

-first day.

1In addition, the people were
entertained by a culture team
consisting of a combo and danc-

‘cers, while American and Viet-

namese military and civilian or-

‘ganizations working in the area

distribufed food and clothing to
the villagers.

JOIN UP...
JOIN IN

SUPPORT YOUR RED CROSS

PR U T

both of the parenis are dead
and there are many brothers
and sisters. :

~ During the night the boys live
with the villagers, returning to
the CAP unit in the morning for
breakfast. :

“They have found mines,
booby-traps and loose ammuni-
tion ‘on various trails around Nui
Kim Son which were placed by
Viet Cong,” said Sergeant
James W. Fleicher, Pensacola,
Fla., platoon leader. *“They feel
that they’re part of the platoon
and we try to treat them as
such,” he said.

The Marines have a little dif-
ficulty pronouncing some of the
Vietnamese names, but they
have tagged most of the boys
with American names. The boys
usually come to CAP: wearing
old caps which Marines have
lost or discarded. The name on
the hat is given to the boy.

So around CAP D-1, there are
Vietnamese boys named Jack-
son, Thompson, or Smith. One
boy without a hat got his monik-
er from the T-shirt he wore —
Batman.

WAITING—Patience and hope reflect in this old woman’s
face as she waits for her grandson to be treated during a
recent MEDCAP. The 3rd Squadron, 5th Cavalry, 9th
Infantry Division worked with their ARVN neighbors

near Xuan Loc.

Hoi Chanh
Points Out
VC Mines

Di An (USA) — A 16-vear-oli
Hoi Chanh (Chieu Hoi returnee
uncovered Viet Cong tunne
complexes, bunkers, intelligenct
documents, and booby traps fo
troops of the 1st Infantry Divi
sion on a search operatior
around the Division’s base camy
at Di An.

Elements of two battalions;
the 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry
and the 2nd Battalion, 2nd In-
fantry, sealed off the village ol
Tan Hiep, two miles north of

“the base camp. Afterwards, a

search force of 60 members of
a Vietnamese provincial recon-
naissance unit moved in, search-
ing house-to-house for Viet
Cong.

As the search progressed, the

former VC led American troops

through the fields, uncovering
tunnel complexes, bunkers, and
caches of documents. The pa-
pers discovered ranged from
writing ‘tablets to propaganda
leaflets telling U.S. soldiers to
give up. S

The 16-year-old Hoi Chanh, a’
Viet Cong since he was 12, con-
tinuously
troops throughout the operation.
He pointed out and disarmed a
command-detonated 105mm ar-
tillery round planted as a mine,
like the one which had killed
an American officer and wound-

ed two others in the same vil-

lage two weeks earlier.
While the troops
other Hoi Chanh were circulat-
ing among the villagers, ex-
plaining the improvements in
their  living conditions since
leaving the VC. They passed out
information about the Chieu Hoi
program and advised the people
to urge their friends and rela-
tives to desert the Viet Cong.
During the searching and
probing of the village, the peo-
ple left their homes, but the
U.S. forces tried to compensate
them for this temporary hard-

ship. The division band enter-

tained the villagers with music
while a medical civie action
team provided medical care and
a free lunch. :
Some of the people in the vil-
lage didn’t care for the Ameri-
can-style food, but the Army
cooks didn’t attempt to produce
Vietnamese dishes. Lieutenant
Colonel Jack Hughes, Alexan-
dria, Va., bricade eve~utive of-
ficer, explained, “We
rather give them American food
and have them say they don't
like if, than insult them by offer-

ing native food incorrvectly pre-

pared.”

Recruiting Duty

Washington (AFNB) — A new
reenlistment option is offered to
qualified WACs in E-5 and E-6

pay grades, for recruiting duty |

assignment. Details are in DA
Msg 808941, which modifies AR
601-275 and AR 601-210.

Wants the Air Force

(USA Photo)

You Should See the Short Skirts!

Chu Lai (USN) — “The girls
keep getting better looking
(WOW!) in the U.S. and their
skirts keep getting shorter and
shorter,” wrote one Hampton,
Fla., schoolboy to a Navy man
in Chu Lai.

Nearly 40 eight-to-10-year-olds
in the small school sat down
one afternoon, took notebook pa-
per and wrote letters to the sail-
.or—Seabees of Naval Mobile
-Construction Battalion 71, based
on the sands of Chu Lai, South
Vietnam. ;

Their teacher, Bill Cliett, has

" a younger brother with the Sea-
[ - o) L L ,.‘ AR

bees who wrote and told of the
life the Navy builders were hav-
ing in the hot sun and dust.
Their 40 letters in response
reveal -their wvarious thoughts
and concern for the U.S. serv-
icemen in Vietnam.

Do Your Share

Doing your share of training?
On-the-job training is a program

that calls for personal responsi-

bility on the part of both super-
visers and trainees alike. Been
doing your s_tqglyingrle_t_(ély?

Other comments in the 40 let-
ters read: ‘“You should be here
because the girls’ dresses are
getting shorter . . . You know,
the more I think about sailers,
the more I want to join the Air
Force . . . 1 bet you guys need
some air-conditioning to cool
you off.

“When T get old enough I
might come help you fight, but
I am only ten years old . . . We
work pretty hard in school but

know you are working eight
times harder, ' '

“If I had a big enough envelop

I would send you a givl . . . did
you hear Elvis Presley got mar-
ried . . . I wish you could come
home . . . the girls around here
are better looking and their
skirts keep getting sherter . . .

One young pupil, Marshal C.,
showed a bit of serious concern
over the Vietnam conflict when
he wrote, “I want to thank vou
all for fighting in this lousy war.

aided the American

searched,

But the main thing is to keep -

the torch of freedom going.
Personally, I don’t think North
Vietnam is being very nice
about the whole, thing.”

would |
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A Boy"sf Reqbest

Jet Pilot Takes Flags on
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By Mort Walker|

vC LEE;cape Roufe

Armed Forces Television |Beetle Bailey

required to register his boat at
the registration point. In charge
of boat registration are Staff
Sergeant William Davison, De-

three days of fishing, it returns
the pass and is checked off the
book,”” added Pavison.

As the brigade’s MPs continue

flags were to be taken on-a com-

bat mission and flown.on the

base flag pole ‘the next day.

“In answering their letter, T .

Saturday Night at the Movies
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1. When was the first Indiana- ANSWERS
polis 500-mile auto race held

Cai Von (IV Corps)—The Cai | Dinh provinces.

seven weeks long. Platoon lead-

Von Popular Forces Training Major Gian has commanded | ers train for ten weoks, and who was the winner? ::’ d;m;::ﬁf'f;uﬂ, P'paf:;:; ‘f:;:;;
Center provides military train- the center since its establish- A course in Tae Kwon Do 2. Who won the 1966 U.S. Open 'xbs [Ji;]l “'Y'ISOH’SOBI an, ¢

ing for soldiers who protect ment in 1963. His cadre of 9 | (combat karate) is conducted by Golf Tournament and where was

hundreds of villages and ham-

‘Look at it this way Pete. Tonight we're going te eurb
he hell out of eur piaster spending.” B

lets in the Mekong Delta.

The center is located in Vinh
Long province, five miles north
of Can Tho.

Under the command of Major
Pham Nguyen Gian the instal-
lation trains squad and platoon
leaders for Popular Forces units
throughout the IV Corps and
gives unit training to forces in
Sa Dec, Vinh Long and Phong

officers and 90 enlisted men nor-
mally train about 700 students
at a time. 3
Major Gian’s pride in his cen-
ter is obvious as he escorts visi-
tors through the training areas.

There are no U.S. advisors as-

signed to the Cai Von center.,
Basic Popular Forces trainees
attend a seven-weck course. The
5qu.'ald leader’s course is alsg
B L }ru

]

three Korean Army instructors
attached to the center. Seventy
one students, all volunteers, are
presently enrolled.

Additional courses are also
provided in civic action and
communieations. These are at-
tended by ARVN and Regional

Forces students, the only -

trainees at the center who do
not helong to the Popular
Eoxces.

VLTS L) o E A

it held?

3. Who was the first Houston
player to hit a home run in the
Astrodome this year?

4. What four New York Yan-
kee uniform numbers have been
retired?

5. What major league base-
ball team holds the consecutive
inning scoring record?
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Seabees
VN Gr

Da Nang (USN)—At ceremo-
nies, honoring top students at
the new My Da school in My
Thi hamlet, Da Nang East, it
was a proud ‘moment 'for both
the students and. their. special
guests, members of Mobile Con-
struction Battalinn 5.

Commander E.J. Williams,
J: 2 cnmmandmg o[[wm of MCB

“Culvert Ends
Dry Seasons

Dong Tam (USA) — A new
eulvert installed undér a seg-
ment of road between the base
camp of the Army’s 9th Infan-
try Division and My Tho will
channel enough water under the
road to irrigate 250 acres of
farmland during the dusty dry
seasons.

Farming the acreage on a
seasonal basis, the Vietnamese
of Thanh Duc depended on the
rainy season for a flourishing
crop.

Acquiring a rented pump for
the dry season, the  villagers
found this method to have only
temporary results and proved
ineffective in irrigating large
tracts of land.

As a joint community project,
300 villagers donated money to
“purchase sand, rock and gravel
for the culvert project.

Supplying the Vietnamese with
cement and steel culverts, the
United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID)
contacted the 9th Division’s 2d
Brigade for assistance and su-
pervision on the project.

With the help of engineers at-
tached to the brigade, the Viet-
namese completed the project
in three days.

Attend

duation

5, and a number of officers and
men of the battalion ' were asked
to be special guests at the pro-
gram marking not only the end
of the present school term but
the beginning of long educa-
tional service to the.hamlet by
the new school.

Materials donated by the bat-
talion enabled the people to
complete the school. The Sea-
bees also built desks, donated
school supplies and sent students
to. school who otherwise could
not afford to attend. The bat-
talion kept a security platoon
in the hamlet to protect the
Vietnamese from the VC fter-
rorists. : -

The ceremony and program
were highly successful with the
tep students of the highest four
grades receiving gifts and
awards. The entertainment in-
cluded Vietnamese folk songs,
comedy-tragedy
dances.

L Nhat Le, hamlet chief, as
a member of the area govern-
ment,
the. aid. He said, “I want to
thank the allies and express
deep appreciation for their
fighting here.
be able to have you enjoying
the benefits for which you are
responsible.”

Captain Williams told the Viet-
namese, “It is with a great
deal of pleasure and satisfaction
that we are privileged to wit-
ness this significant event.” He
told the people that the Seabees
were glad they could help
bring a better life to the ham-
let and help bring peace to
Vietnam.

The school is now progressing
well and application has been
made to have it declared a pub-
lic school, meaning more stu-
dents could attend at less cost.

skits- -and,

thanked the Seabees for’

We are happy to.

A BABY BREAK—Sergeant Tomasellx pauses during his work day to hold one cof the

Vietnamese infants.

(USAF Photo)

Moder-n, Spacious Facihtles
Becomes a Reality by MP's

Phan Rang (USAF) — Twenty
infants at the Tan Tai Orphanage
in Phan Rang city have recently
been moved out of their
cramped quarters and into more

ARVN-RD

(Continued From Page 1)

the first time, the Army could
be seen not only providing se-
curity for RD, but doing the
work themselves.

In the little more than two
months, the soldiers and vil-
lagers have replaced 18 rickety
foot bridges with concrete-sup-
ported wood bridges capable of
supporting small vehicular traf-
fic, constructed a small road
along the entire length of the
hamlet, and built demonstration
models of pig sties, fish ponds
and vegetable gardens,

Since the work began nearly
a hundred refugee families have
streamed into the hamlet

from Communist-dominated
areas, The word is getting

around.

Team Improves...

“Perhaps the most noticeable
improvement in the hamlet,”
said Lieutenant Colonel Theo-
dore R. Roth, New Platz, N.Y.,
senior U. S. advisor to Vinh
Long province, “is the attitude
of the people. They want to im-
prove their hamlet and them-
selves.”

And they want the soldiers to
stay and help. Although they
were scheduled to leave Nga
Ngay in May, Brigadier Gener-
al Lam Quang Thi, -commander
of the ARVN 9th Division, au-
thorized an indefinite extension
of the project in accordance
with the wishes of the villagers.

Future projects include a
school and a dispensary. As a
result of the work by the sol-
diers and villagers, Nga Ngay
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was recently classified an Ap
Doi Moi (New Life Hamlet).
Will the concept of Vietnam-

ese soldiers working direetly in

RD turn out to be the key to
victory in the so-called “‘other
war’’? It is too early to say.
General Thi has detached 10
of the 34 soldiers originally in
Nga Ngay to a new project in
Cang Long District, but with
only one Civic Action platoon
assigned to each division area,
it is considered only a pilot ap-
proach at present.

But the idea has appeal. As
Colonel Roth put it, “I feel that
one of the biggest motivational
factors which caused the ham-
let people to respond to the
Civic Action platoon was to see
them working along with the
people. These men are not just
supervisors, but laborers too,
and this is what is needed —
soldiers working side by side
with the people.”

modern and spacious facilities
thanks to efforts of Air Force
Technical Sergeant Robert V.
- Tomaselli, North Adams, Mass.,
and his unit, the 35th Air Police
Squadron.

The children were sleeping two
and sometimes three to a crib in
a 12 foot by 12 foot room. There
were no facilities for isolating
the infants who became sick
with eommunicable diseases.

With the completion of the new
building, sick children are
-placed in an eight-crib ward and
two of the orphanage’s Catholic
Nuns have sleeping quarters
within the building and with one
awake at all times ave able to
give better care to the infants.

The project began in January
when one of the Air Force
doctors assigned to Phan Rang
‘Air Base visited the orphanage.

policemen could build a strue-
ture for - insolation- purposes.
' Shortly before this, the 35th Air
Police Squadron had ‘‘adopted’
the orphanage and assumed the
responsibility for continuing aid
to the children.

Reacting to the doctor’s sug-
gestion, squadron personnel, led
by Sergeant Tomaselli, quickly
erected the basic framework
“while coordinating closely with
the Nun's needs and the doctors
recommendations.

After the basic 16 foot by 32

He suggested that the air

foot structure containing the -

children’s ward, isolation ward
and formula room was com-
pleted, the sleeping quarters for

the two Nuns and a treatment

room was built in an L-shaped
addition,

All the rooms have shutt_el‘s,.

fluorescent lights and tile floors,

New cribs were purchased’ in
. Saigon. From, a post above each
‘crib dangles a toy donated by

relatives of squadron personnel,
“I've never worked with kids

before, except my own.”
Sergeant Tomaselli said, ‘but

I've found that it’s been one of

the most satisfying things I've
ever done in my life.”

Painful Reminder
Washing:on (ANF)—An Army

major, walking along his peri-
meter at night, was reminded
that weapons used in Vletndm
are not always modern. I was
there not more than a minute
when I felt something hit my
left leg just above the knee,”
said Major Richard Mills, op-
erations officer  for A Battery,
2nd Battalion, 20th Artillery,
1st Cavalry Division (Airmo-
bile). When hls leg began to

sting, he looked down and dis-

covered a foot-long L.l()b‘mb()\‘af
arrow stuck in it.

‘We Try

Bien Hoa (USA) — Camou-
flaged “we try harder” buttons
are now standard field equip-
ment for the paratroopers of the
2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry,
173rd Airborne Brigade.

Thanks to the efforts of the
“we're only number two” inter-
national car rental agency, and
“the world’s most experienced
airline,” the 2nd, known as the
“we try - harder” battalion,

sports .- button geared to the
field conditions of Vietnam,

Harder' 17

‘ Lieutenant Colonel Robert H.
Sigholtz, former battalion com-
mander, conceived the idea of
using “we try harder” as a
motto for his unit in September,
1966. He wrote to the car rental
agency, which mailed an ample

ion. The only problem was that
the buttons were printed in
red, on a white background, and
were too bright for jungle op-
erations.

New, Vietnam-oriented but-

supply of buttons for use by
the paratroopers of the battal-

rd A/

tons, black leitering on a
camouflaged olive drab back-
ground, were presented to rep-
resentatives of the battalion at
a eceremony at Tan Son Nhut
Airport. Airline stewardess Deb
Reaune pinned the first button
on the fatigue shirt of Specialist
4 Gary Baura, Aiken, S.C.
The 2nd Battalion, part of the
first Army ground unit to arrive
in Vietnam, made the first and
only American combat jump
in Vietnam, during Operation
Junction City, in February, 1967.
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Manifest Selection

Number 250,000 ‘King for a Week’

Tan Son Nhut (MACV)—Some
lucky R&R traveller who checks
into the R&R Processing Cen-
ter at Tan Son Nhut on or about
June 15 will be surprised and
delighted to discover that ‘his
number is up.” That is, he is
the 250,000th serviceman in.Viet-
nam {o depart on an outi-of-
couniry R&R.

Are you that quarter millionth
man? ’

The unsuspecting traveller
will be showered with a send-

off celebration with a lovely air-
line stewardess as his guide.
All compliments of Pan Ameri-
can World Airways.

A big cake is to be cut in his
honor and will be served aboard
the airline en route; and on ar-
rival at the R&R site he will
be met by the vice president
of Pan American Airways.

He will occupy a suite in one
of the finest hotels located with-
in distance of exotic sights and

sounds. Room service will be
available with meals which will
delight his taste-buds.

.A chauffeur-driven Mercedes
limousine will be placed at his
disposal, assuring red-carpet
“King For A Week” treatment!
In addition, he will be measured
for a tailor-made suit, compli-
ments of a well known coutu-
rier, plus gift certificates and
guided tours that will be offered
by local merchants.

A network TV camera will

follow this 250,000th R&Rer on
his adventures at the unknown
R&R site. It could be Penang,
Tokyo, Hong Kong, Hawaii,
Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, Ma-
nila, Taipei or Bangkok.

If you are selected and the
planned schedule does not fit
your plans, you will be given
an extra four days, on your own,
to do what you started out to
do. Bon voyage!

. This Could Be You!

- FIRST IN VIETNAM

'OLORS—Prime Minister and Air Force Vice Marshal Nguyen Cao Ky reviews the

colors of the Vietnamese Air Force’s 522nd Tactical Fighter Squadron.

International Medical Team
Is Nlucleus of VN Hospital

Da Nang (USN) — “The air
is going in, hut it’s not coming
out. I think something’s wrong,”
exclaimed Navy Hospital Corps-
man Second Class S. Goldstein,
Rochester, N.Y., to a German

—anesthetist who was pufting a

ounded Vietnamese civilian

“—ander sedation prior to surgery.

With the trouble located, the
continued preparing
for the operation. Then a Viet-
namese doctor and his assist-
ant stepped in and started the
operation.

An international blend of
talent such as this can be found
in most of the 43 provincial hos-
pitals in South Vietnam. This
scene took place at the Hoi An
civilian hospital in Quang Nam
province, 30 miles south of Da
Nang.

Navy Corpsman . Goldstein

Was part of: a unique team of

medical specialists, part of the
Military ~ Provincial Hospital
Augmentation Program (MIL-
PHAP). Eleven other corpsmen,
three Navy doctors and one
medical administrative special-

ist make up MILPHAP Navy
Team Two.

For a year they have lived
in Hoi An, far removed from
any other permanent military
base. MILPHAP ‘teams were
started to assist and teach the
Vietnamese better operating
procedures, sanitation measures
and general administration’ of
hospitals. :

Prior to coming to Vietnam,
Team Two underwent special
training at Fort Sam Houston
in San Antonio, Tex.

In the latter part of the
team’s one-year tour, a group of
German medical specialists
joined the Americans. The Ger-
mans work alongside the Viet-
namese specialists rather than
advising and teaching them.

New Milestone As
VN Air Force Gets -
Freedom Fighters’

Story and Photos by
Sp4 John Morgan, USA,
Staff Writer & Photographer
Bien Hoa (VNAF) — The Vietnamese Air Force

“(VNAF) plunged into the jet age with the formal accept-
ance of 20 F-5 jet freedom fighters and the activation

of the 522nd Fighter Squadron at Bien Hoa air base

June 1. -

U.S. Ambassador to Vietnam, Ellsworth Bunker of-
ficially presented the supersonic aircraft to Prime Minister

and Air Vice Marshal Nguyen
Cao Ky at an airstrip ceremony
marking Vietnam Air Force Day
1967,

The 1,000 mile-an-hour F-5
“Freedom Fighter"” is designed
for such varied missions as
close support of ground troops,
interception of enemy aircraft,
attacks on supply lines, and
armed reconnaissance at high
and low altitudes. It carries
6,200 pounds of air-to-air and
air-to-ground combat ordnance,
and has two 20mm nose cannons.
It can operate from short, semi-
prepared fields in forward battle
areas.

VNAF was first formed in
July, 1951, as part of the French
Air Force. Although VNAF be-
came a separate organization in
July 1955, the French continued
in their advisory capacity nntil
November, 1956, when this func-
tion was assumed by the U.S.
Air Force.

“The history of the Vietnamese
Air Force is one of remarkable
achievement,” said Ambassador
Bunker. “By 1962, the Air Force
had grown to over 4,000 men,
By 1967, this number has in-
creased to nearly 16,000. In 1966
alone, the Vietnamese Air Force
flew some 25 per cent of all
Free World combat sorties flown
in support of ground operations.’

VNAF’s growth has come
under the guidance of the U.S.
Air Force Advisory Group of
approximately 500 U.S. advisors
stationed at various VNAF
bases. Operating from Tan Son
Nhut, Bien Hoa, Binh Thuy, Nha
Trang, Da Nang and Pleiku air

ARVN Div Foils VC

Vo Dat (III Corps) — Quick
action by a reaction force of
U. S. Advisors and South Viet-
namese troops turned a well-
planned VC attack into a rout
for the enemy in a recent
skirmish about five miles north
of Bien Hoa.

The attack came while the 1st
and 3rd Companies, 52nd Regi-
ment, 18th ARVN Division, were
conducting a routine road clear-
ing operation between Vo Xu,
where regiment headquarters is
based, and. Vo Dat. The govern-
ment troops were only three

miles out of Vo Xu when the 1st
Battalion of the 275th Viet Cong
Regiment opened up from within
the hamlet of Chin Due. The
1st Company, leading the clear-
ing operation, was hit hardest
in the crossfire.

Simultaneously, the regiment
camp at Vo Xu received diver-
sionary mortar fire approxi-
mately 50 rounds near the com-
pound. There was little damage
and no casualties.

Receiving word of the action,

Major Winston A. Dahl, Walnut
Creek, Calif., Vo Dat Sub-sector

Attack

advisor, and Captain Lam
Thanh Liem, Hoai Duc district
chief, assembled a
force consisting of the 351st
Armored Car Platoon and 738th
Regiomal Forces Company.

At the same time, Captain
Edward P. Grumelet, Gregory,
Mich., assistant subgector advi-
sor, began prepariﬁg artillery
fire support. Coincidentally, only
minor adjustments were re-
quired for the artillery because
the guns were preparing to fire
close-in concentration rounds
near the scene of battle.

(Continued on Back Page)

reaction |

bases, its force of F-5, A-1 (Sky-
raider), C-47, H-34, U-17 and O-1
aircraft daily provide strike,
airlift, troop drop, medical
evacuation, psywar leaflet drops
and reconnaissance support for
the Army of Republic of Viet-
nam, U.S. and allied forces.

Most VNAF fighter pilots are
U.S.-trained, and have between
1,000 and 5,000 combat hours in
the propeller-driven A-1 Sky-
raiders.

(Continued on Back Page)

Message
Keynotes

AF Day

Saigon (MACV) — Republie
of Vietnam will celebrate
Armed Forces Day on June 19.
In a letter to General Cao Van
Vien, Chief of the Joint General
Staff, Republic of Vietnam
Armed Forces, General W.
C. Westmoreland, - Commanding
General, MACV, expressed his

pleasure in joining the people .

of Vietnam in paying tribute to
the servicemen and women of
the Vietnamese Armed Forces.

His message reads in part:
‘“We who have come to serve
beside -the Vietnamese in this
vital struggle gain strength
from their indomitable spirit.
They have long suffered the
rigor -of fighting terrorism and
aggression, and for this they
wear the badge of courage
proudly.

“Your nation stands today on
a foundation built by gallant
men who continue to sacrifice
in the cause of freedom and
self-determination. Your nation
can be justifiably proud of the
Republic of Vietnam Armed
Forces and their record.

“On behalf of all of the serv=
icemen in this command, I ex-
tend warmest greetings to you
and the men and women of
your services.”

Special celebrations have
been scheduled for June 19.

Ly~
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| A Tradition of Duty

Washington (ANF)—The U.S. Army
celebrates its 192nd birthday Wednesday,
June 14, still deeply committed to a mis-
sion that has remained unchanged since
its first anniversary—the preservation of
‘reedom and the defense of the United
States and its allies.

June 14 also is Flag Day, a patriotic
occasion celebrating the resolution of the
i Continental Congress on June 14, 1777,
which established the Stars and Stripes as
the National Flag.

Both anniversaries mark events that
# becan in troubled times, when brave men

dedicated to revolutionary ideas of free-
dom and personal dignity struggled against incredible
obstacles to preserve their new way of life. Nearly 200
years later, another generation of Americans is called
upon to protect the heritage of freedom from forces that
would destroy it.

The Army personnel of this new generation represent
a modern, powerful, highly mobile organization of well-
trained, well-equipped, well-supplied soldiers. Today’s
Army is the result of a constant effort by the United
States to be prepared, a policy outlined in the early vears
of the country by George Washington: “If we desire
peace, one of the most powerful institution of our rising
prosperity, it must be known that we are at all times
ready for war.” ,

The high-powered, rapid-firing rifle has replaced the
musket, but the June 14 anniversaries—for the Flag and
the Army—stand as a reminder to today’s soldier that
something more valuable and more effective than any
material was handed down from the militiamen who saw
the first birthday of the Army and later the birth of a
new Nation. That something is the tradition of courage,
duty, and honor that has endured and been strengthened
through years of strife and years of peace.

Eaftt;ria’ l

VA Announces A New
Outpatient Plan for Vets

Washington (ANF)—The Vet-
erans Administration has begun
a new outpatient plan that per-
mits a veteran requiring private
treatment to choose " his - own
doctor.

Under the o!d rules, VA,
which has authorized private
outpatient care since World War
II, established how much out-
patient care a wveteran would
need during a year and issued
an authorization to a specific
doctor to give treatment at gov-
ernment expense.

In the new program, VA will
issue an identification card to
veterans authovized outpatient

New Service b_éposits Plan

care by private doctors at gov-
ernment expense. Each patient
will be permitted to selecét a
doctor for treatment of the med-
ical condition stated on his card.

Tests conducted  in  Indiana,
Colorado, and Alabama showed
the new plan reduces adminis-
trative costs of providing pri-
vate outpatient care, VA said,

Most of

the = authorized -pa-

‘tients have service-conneeted

disabilities, with private medi-
cal care permitted when treat-
ment at a VA medical facility.
would involve a long trip or
other hardship.

Surpasses Old in 7th Month

Washington (AFNB) — The
new Unifermed Services Savings
Deposit Program has surpassed
in seven months of operation the
old Soldier’s, Sailor’s and Air-
man’s Deposit program.

Defense officials said $79.495,-
839 were deposited in the new
program at the end of March,

OB

At its peak, the old program
deposits reached $60 million.
Officials attribute success of
the new program to a 10 per
cent quarterly compounded in-

terest rate and to the eligibility |

of officers to participate. The
old program had a straight four
per cent interest rate.
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Ball Caps
‘Didi Mau’

Washington (AFNB)—Army’s
Chief of Staff has approved a
tropical = full-brim ecombat hat
for Southeast Asia replacing the
“baseball cap.” -

The new hat, which provides
increased sun and rain protec-
tion, will start coming off pro-
duction lines sometime after
August.

Effective dafe of supply for
the new hat, which can be fitted
with mosquito netting, will be
established as soon as possible.
The hat was chosen from three
designed by Army’s Natick
Laboratories, Natick, Mass.,
that were evaluated by Army
Concept Team in Vietnam.

Marines Cited
For US Bond
Participation

Da Nang (USMC)—The Unit-
ed States Treasury Depart-
ment’s highest award the
Minuteman Flag — was present-
ed to the 1st Bn., Seventh Ma-
rine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, for 100 per cent participa-
tion in the U.S. Savings Bond
program. ;

In addition to the flag, con-
gratulatory letteérs were re-
ceived from the U.S. Treasury
Department, Commandant of
the Marine Corps. Commanding

General, I'leet Marine Force
Pacific, and the Commanding

General, 1st Marine Division.
The battalion’s commanding
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Jack
D. Rowley, accepted the award
in behalf of the unit from Colo-
nel C. C. Crossfield, Seventh
Regimental commander.

Clothing Cost
Needs More

Money Layout

Washington (AD) — Army has
asked DOD to raise supplemen-
tal clothing allowance to meet

“clothing price increases. Under

the proposal, limit will be boost-
ed from $83 to $125. In certain
special allowance categories,
costs were more than allow-
ances in the last vear. Those
categories were military police,
escort duty, both men and wom-
en (enlisted) on recruiting duty
and band duty for enlisted wom-
en. Allowance covers cost of
clothing needed for certain as-
signments but not included ‘in-
basic issue.

U Must Have
MICR Code
Cn Checks

Saigon (VRE) — The Vietnam
Regional Exchange announces
that effective July 1, 1957, its fa-
cilities will accept only personal
checks which bear the Magnetic
Ink Character Recognition
(MICR) codes of the American
Bank Association and uncoded
checks drawn on military bank-
ing facilities in Vietnam.

Authorized post exchange cus-
tomers whose pertonal checks
do not contain  MICR special
coding are urged to obtain cor-
rectly coded checks from: their
stateside’ banks, Checks drawn
on Vietnam military banking

facilities need not be magneti-

cally coded.

Questions and Answers
About Freedom Shares

Saigon (MACV) — New U.S.
Savings Notes, known as “Fiee-
dom Shares,” went on sale May
1. The Treasury Department has
provided the following questions
and answers in outlining the
new savings program:

Q. What are “Freedom
Shares?”

A. This is the designation giv-
en to the Treasury’s new United
States Savings Notes, available
for purchase along with Series
E Savinzs Bonds.

Q. Who may buy
Shares?

A. Any individual who pur-
chases Series E Bonds on some

Freedom

-regular or formal plan.

Q. What do you mean by a
formal plan?

A. In either one of two ways:
(1) Allotment, whereby the in-
dividual serviceman authorizes
a monthly deduction for pur-
chase of a bond; or (2) On a
bond-a-month plan whereby. a
depositor authorizes monthly de-
ductions from an account at his
bank.

Q. What is the interest rate
on Freedom Shares?

A. Like Series I£ Bonds, they
are bought at a discount and
the increase to face value rep-
resents interest. For Freedom
Shares, this will average 4.74
per cent a year when held for
the full 4% years to maturity.

Q. Does the same rate now
apply to E Bonds?

A. No. E PBonds continue to
return an-averagze of 4.15, per
cent. when held to their seven-
year maturity.

Q. Can Freedom Shares be

cashed before maturity?

A. Freedom Shares may be
redeemed after two months.

Q. What do Freedom Shares
cost?

A. They are issued in face
amounts of $25, $50, $75, and
$100, with corresponding pur-
chase price of $20.25, $40.50,
$60.75 and $81.00. In other words,
they cost 81 per cent of the
maturity value.

Q. But Series E Bonds cost
only ‘75 per. cent of their face
values. Why do Freedom Share
cost more?

A. Because they mature in a
much shorter length of time —
only 4% years as compared with
seven years for E Bonds.

Q. Do I understand that Free-
dom Shares cannot be bought
separately? :

A. That is correct. They must
be bought in conjunction with
series & Bond of the same or
larger amounts. For example, a
$20 Freedom Share * may
bought with each $25 I Bond,
when on a regular plan. The to-
tal price would be $39.00 (520.25
for the Freedom Share and $18.-
75 for the Bond)

»

New Army Policy

Washington (AFNB)—An ex-
ception to Army policy now al-
lows reserve component war-
rant officers and officers to
voiunteer for a normal tour in
Vietnam with the active duty
lasting at least 14 months. This
allows for a -normal; one-year
tour and includes leave, admin-
istrative processing and travel
time.

Fire Power

M-16A1 Joins M-14 As®.

Standard Army Rifle

Washington (ANF)—The fast-
firing, hard-hitting M-16A1 rifle
used by U.S. troops in Vietnam
has been adopted as a standard
U.S. Army weapon in addition
to the M-14 rifle now in general
use.

The Department of Defense
announced the M-16A1, previ-
ously known as the XM-16E1,
was standardized for general
Army use after il proved to be
highly effective in two years of
combat use in Vietnam. °

A study of the new rifle con-
cluded that the M-14, which is
more than three peunds heavier,

is slightly superior to the M-
16A1 on targets beyond 300 me-
ters, but-the M-16A1, weighing
6.3 pounds unloaded, is equal
or- superior at shorier ranges
where targets are -usually en-
gaged. :

The M-16A1 fires a 5.56-mm

“round and can penetrate a steel

helmet at 500 meters, Its re-
duced weight will decrease the
individual’s combat load as well
as supply tonnages.

U.S. Army forces in Europe
will continue to use the M-14,
which fires the standard North
Atlantic Treaty Organization
7.62mm cartridge.

Le.
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| Tyke Takes 6,300 Mile Trip

Towards A Future of Hope

Saigon (USN)—For little six ye.ar-old Bic Thuy, the walking up the steps of a
Honolulu bound Pan-Am Jet was a flight towards a future of hope with her new

family.

While it was a new start for this small Vietnamese girl, for her new fgther, Lieute-
nant Phillip J. Kennedy, USN, it spelled the end of many months of waiting, planning
and red tape that it took to adopt her.

L'Jatholic orphanage located in

the center of Saigon.

Lieutenant Kennedy had ar-
rived in Vietnam only a month
before from a tour of duty as a
communications officer in Yoko-
hama, Japan.

Originally from Rock Island,
T1l., Lieutenant Kennedy and his
wife, two children, Virginia and
Timothy, but while in Japan
they had adopted a little 11 year-
old Japanese girl named Eiko.

Upon receiving word of his
next assignment, he and his
wife talked it over and decided
that they both wanted to adopt
another girl.
~ After getting settled in his new
job as advisor at the Vietnamese
Navy Shipyard in Saigon, he
went to the Catholic orphanage
and his search for the child
came to an end. 3

Little six year old Bic Thuy
had lived at the Centre de
Nuitrition with nearly 100 other
war-orphaned children for most
of her life. Her mother having
died giving birth and with her
father being killed by the Viet

. Cong it was the only home she

‘had known.

So the paperwork began.
Documents had to be written
and translated, close coordina-
tion had to be kept with authori-
ties both in America and in
Vietnam, letters and forms and
.research had to be done. Lieu-
tenant Kennedy spent every free
moment, either with Bic Thuy
or ftrying to get through the
seemingly endless red tape.

When his one-year four in
Vietnam ran out, he turned to
two old friends working with
him in Saigon for assistance:
Lieutenant Commander Richard

- H. Dodge, Rosemount, Minn.,
whom he had known since 1559
when they were stationed to-
gether in Coronado, Calif., and
Lieutenant Commander William

“& It all started when Lieutenant Kennedy first visited the Centre de Nutrition, a

Miss Bic Thuy Kennedy

W. West, Wilmington, N.C., who
had served with him in Yoko-
hama, Japan.

Giving Lieutenant Commander
West power of attorney, Lieu-
tenant Kennedy proceeded to
his next duty assignment in
Wahiawa, Hawaii where he was
joined there by his family.

When the adoption became of-
ficial in March 1967, plans were
made to get Bic Thuy to her
new home in Hawaii. Three
members of the U.S. Naval Area
Audit Service, U.S. Marine
Corps Major James E. Masters,

Carlsbad Calif., Robert ' Lebb,
La Mesa, Calif.,, and Virgil W.
Clark, Honolulu, said that they
would be more than happy to
escort her on a flight as they
would be returning to the States
shortly from a four-week assign-
ment in Vietnam,

So the day finally arrived for
Bic Thuy Kennedy’s departure.
Gathering at the restaurant in
the Tan Son Nhut Airport termi-
nal in Saigon, the two Navy
men turned her over to her
escorts and little Biec Thuy
started her flight of hope.

Pigs Help Refugees Make

Own Way Living on Farm

Saigon (USA) — A Saigon pig
farm with nearly 1,000 1'_esidem
porkers has made it possible for

‘ @0 North Vietnamese refugees
|

earn a living in freedom.
families
who fled Communist domination
in the north nine years ago were
led to an area of thick jungle on
Saigon’s northeastern outskirts
by a group of Catholic Christian
Brothers. Several of the refu-
gees gathered up what belong-
ings they could carry  and
walked the entire distance to
freedom.

Out of that overgrown jungle
has come a successful commer-
cial pig farm, known .as the
Binh Quoi Tay Farm. Seven
hogs donated by the Catholic
Relief Service were the farm’s
first animals and two of those
died shortly after.

Despite setbacks such as this,
the refugees continued the
struggle to make the farm a
success. Today, the farm on the
banks of the Saigon River has
sties for more than 1,000 pigs

and looks like a picturesque
garden.

The animals live in modern
tin-roofed conecrete sties and are
fed a special diet of ccoked
Vietnamese corn. Their pork is
highly regarded on the open
market where they are sold

after fattening up.

The Civie Actions Office of
the U.S. Army Headqguarters
Area Command has assisted the
farm by supplying much of tin
and some of the concrete for
the five large sheds which con-
tain the hogs.

Without Warning

VC Sets

Chu Lai (USN) — A spark
was struck. Within seconds, the
reed hut with its family of six
was engulfed in flames.

Spilling from the pillar of fire
to warn others, they were met
by even more confusion and
chaos. The hamlet was ablaze.
Children and womén piled into
the crowded lanes between the
huts, the flames licking at their
clothing.

Before the hamlet chief could
organize, a band of Viet Cong
terrorists had set fire to over
‘half the homes in the small
community of Ly Tra,; 20 miles
north of Chu Lai.

Less than a quarter of a mile
away, a U.S. Army camp sat
unaware of the Viet Cong attack
—until a red glow lit the
horizon. "

Two villagers died and 25
families were left homeless
from the blaze.

The next day, as inhabitants
raked over ashes and ruins  in
search of still useful belongings,
a call went up to the Vietnam-
ese district coordinator for aid.
This request was in turn re-

Villagers Hoimes

ferred to the Army’s Civic Ac-

ALL HNDS—wood and écrap lumber is off-loaded

Fire To

tion planners.

The area of the terrorist at-
tack was visited by U.S. Army
Lieutenant Henry Brown _of
Task Force Oregon.

Along with a search of the
local Army-Marine munitions
crate dump for lumber, Lieu-
tenant Brown also turned to a
Seabee battalion, Mobile Con-
struction Battalion 71. :

The call to Navy chaplain
Lieutenant Billy Dennis, Atkins,
Ark., who was with the Sea-
bees, proved to be a profitable
one. In addition to a truck full
of scrap lumber, plywood
panels, planks, 2 by 4's and
construction aid, Chaplain Den-
nis and his Seabees provided
bags of cement for foundations,

The village leveled to its. sand,
welcomed the gifts and pitched
in with the Seabees and soldiers
to unload the four truck loads
of lumber.

The band of soldiers and Sea-
bees, with a little aid and en-
couragement to the villagers,
helped start them on the road
back to a comfortable, secure
life.

by Army personnel and Navy Seabees to help rebuild

homes set ablaze by VC attack.

(USN Photo)

Lightning Bugs

IS : ! yl

Binh Thuy (IV Corps 10) —
They’ve never met face to face,
but the thousands of Vietnam-
ese soldiers who man the out-
posts and watchtowers in the
Meckong Delta consider the men
of Flight E, 4th Air Commando
Squadron, 14th Air Commando
Wing, some of the best friends
they’ll ever have.

Every night, the crews of
Flight E  provide illumination
and gunfire from their AC-47s

Friend of

i to help the men on the ground

defend their installations
against Viet Cong attacks.
The outposts are often a long
way from the nearest friendly
reinforcements and that’s whe_re
the AC-47 (Spooky) comes  in.
One is constantly in the air in
the Can Tho-Binh Thuy area,
ready to respond to any_ca]]s
for help. When a mission is re-
ceived and the aircraft moves
away f[rom- Binh Thuy, an on-

VN Work

call erew takes off to replace
the departed plane. :
Arriving on target, the crew
establishes radio contact with
the friendly forces on the
ground. This is done by a Viet-
namese Air Force officer who
flies with the “‘Spooky’ crew.
The pilot flies his plane in a
constant left turn, cireling the
target area to allow his three
mini guns to attack the .ground
‘ targets.
With the

inside of the air-

t Night
craft a bechive of activity, the
loadmaster prepares the flares
and drops them on command
from the pilot. The mission con-
tinues until the ground forces
release the aireraft.

Another mission often per-
formed by Flight E is illumina-
tion of targets for U.S. and Viet-
namese Air Force air strikes.
The AC-47s work closely with
Forward Air Controllers and
strike aircraft during these mis-
sions.
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Big Load
Elephant
Enciosed

Saigon (USA)—U.S. personnel
rotating from Vietnam are send-
ing more elephants home than
ever before, according to offi-
cials in charge of packing and
crating the animals.

The deputy chief of U.S. Army
Headquarters A-ea Command’s
newly reorganized Personal
Property Branch (formerly
Household Goods and Baggage
Section), First Lieutenant Mi-
chael Carreras, Tueson, Ariz.,
estimates that 190 elephants are
sent home each month by de-
parting personnel.

“For some reason, ‘they've
become a pet souvenir of Viet-
nam for troops heading home,"”
Lieutenant Carreras says.
“Kach elephant has to be han-
dled with a great deal of care
if- it's to arrive safely. After
all, our job is to make sure
that the men’s baggage makes
it home in the same condition
that it left.”

The customs inspector for the
branch, Specialist 5 James R.
Lawrence, Sonoma, Calif.. said,
““The elephants give us no prob-
lems. If the crates we have are
too small for them, we can
build one to size in about five
minutes.”’

The pachyderms make up on-
Iy a small portion of almost
7.000 pieces of baggage that the
branch handles - cach month.

~ Since the majority of the ship-

ments are items of personal
property, the branch has re-
cently been redesigned to identi-
{y its function more clearly.

Progress
Is Their
Business

Phu Loi (IIT Corps) — Mem-
bers of the 9th Infantry Regi-
ment, 5th ARVN Division and
their advisors had a busy
month. Not only were units in-
volved in tactical operations, but
in Revolutionary Development
and Civic Action as well,

Three classrooms were added
to the Tham Rot School. Then,
in a joint hamiet, construction
was begun on a fence which will
surround Tham Rot. Another
construction effort in the Regi-
ment’s area of operations was
the capping of wells with con-
crete, ;

In the agricultural field, ten
families have been selected to
produce their own “Victory”
type garden. Seeds have been
furnished by Chon Thanh Dis-
trict. After the project achieves
a measure of success, addition-
al seeds will be obtained. The
program is currently being
supervised by the hamlet chief,
with the 9th Regiment advisors
monitoring the progress.

Improvements are being made
al the Buddhist Temple at Chon
Thanh under the supervision of
the regimental S-5. The 1st Bn.,
9th Reg., has supported this
project by sending daily work
details for carpentry, painting
and general decorations.

A remarkable improvement in
Medical ' Civie Action Program
(MEDCAP) in the area has been
made possible through the co-
ordinated efforts of the 9th
Regiment and Chon Thanh Dis-
trict Headquarters. Credit for
the program goes to Sergeant
First Class Sayers, medical ad-
visor for the regiment,

SAFE ARRIVAL—Preparing another elephant for shipment to the United States.

“But the animals usually wind

up as holders for magazines,

ash trays, or flower pots.”
After all, the brilliant glazed

“Most. of the men think that
the elephants will enhance the
outside or inside of any house,”
continued Specialist Lawrence.

(USA Photo)

colors in the ceramic statues,
averaging 20 inches in height,
are so vivid that they would go
with any decor.

| Student's Favorite

Tan Hy (USA) — The enthusi- § Infantry Brigade. who teaches

astic teaching style of First | a class to students of the Tan
Lieutenant Walter L. Corey, | Hy village school, makes his

Concord, N.H., of the 196th Light | English class a very. popular

WATCH IT FELLA—Captain Paul N. Stewart,

17th
Engineer Battalion physician, prepares to examine the

Taught By Two Teachers

chest of a boy in Vung Tau Village, (USA Photo)

Subject

one for the students.

The small, dull-grey concrete
schoolhouse in Tan Hy village,
south of Chu Lai, with its bullet-
riddled walls, stands in sharp
contrast to the school houses
which most Americans attended.

Still, with the great emphasis
on education that the Vietnam-
ese people instill in their chil-
dren, it is no wonder that the
one-room building is packed
every day with students eager
to learn.

With most students there is
one subject that becomes the
favorite over all the others, and
the students in Tan Hy are no
exception. They say that their
favorite subject is English, and
one of the reasons is that it is
taught by Lieutenant Corey,
civil affairs officer for the 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry, 196th
Light Infantry Brigade.

Each morning and afternoon,
Lieutenant Corey, with the aid
of his interpreter, Sergeant To
Tham, visits the school to teach
his popular English class. Be-
fore the class the children can
be seen crowding into the room,
hoping to squeeze in just one
more desk or bench among the
crowded rows.

Equipped with school kits that
Lieutenant Corey received from
CARE, the students begin the
class with a Vietnamese song.
Corey writes the day’s lesson on
the blackboard in English and
Sergeant Tham writes the Viei-
namese translation alongside it.
After he points to the words
and says them in English, the
children repeat the sentence in
English. He does this several
times and before long the stu-
dents are proudly yelling out
the words on their own.

Marine Lt
Calls Wife
Lieutenant

Da Nang (USMC) — Marine
First Lieutenant Bruce Gillaspie
isn’t a communications officer,
but he spends a lot of his spare
time on the phone.

Six switchboards, a little
patience, and a lot of shouting
can usually connect him with
pretty Army nurse at Qui Nhon.
Sound like a good way to spend
an idle evening? Both the lieu-
tenant and the nurse think se.
They are husband and wife.

The lieutenant, a helicopter
pilot with Marine Medium Heli-
copter Squadron 361, seldom has
the chance to visit his wife
Margaret, also a first lieu-
tenant. But he admits he’s
. . . getting pretty handy with
telephone connections.”

The Gillaspies both began
their overseas tours in January
and hope to return to the U.S.
together. Margaret has more
time in Vietnam than her hus-
band, who stayed on Okinawa
two months with his squadron.

Although he has had only one
chance to visit Margaret at the
Qui Nhon Army hospital, she
recently visited him at the
Marble Mountain Air Facility
near Da Nang. ;

The two have a regular sys-
tem for communicating. Most of
their calls are placed in the
early hours of the morning when
telephone traffic is the lightest.

“I go through six switch-
boards usually,” says the lieuw
tenant. “‘Some of the operators
know my voice and it usually
isn't too hard.”

Married slightly less than a .

year, the Gillaspies met while
he was undergoing flight train-
ing in Florida. At that time
Margaret was a student at nurs-
ing school in Mobile, Ala.

PBR Crew
Evacuates
Civilians

Saigon (USN) — U.S. Navy
River Patrol Boats (PBRs) of
the Can Tho-based River Patrol
Section 512, were called upon
recently on two occasions to
make a medical evacuation of
Vietnamese civilians along the
Bassac River.

Petty Officer Second  Class
James D, Dawson., Dayton,
Ohio, boat captain of PBR 127,
and his crew were on routine

a point 100 miles southwest of
Saigon, when a sampan ap-
proached .their boat and its oc-
cupants called to them.
Investigation revealed a Viet-
namese couple, whose son had
been seriously wounded in the
stomach by the Viet Cong. The
crew of the 512 rushed the boy
to medical facilities at Can The.
Approximately two hours lat-
er, PBR 35’s boat captain, Petty
Officer Second Class Delbert L.
Gibson of Ponce City, Okla-
homa, received a radio ecall
from the sub sector advisor at
a Vietnamese Army (ARVN)
outpost located along the Bas-
sac. ;
After preceéding to the out-
post and discovering a Vietnam-
ese woman with an appendicitis
attack, boat 35 rushed her te
the Can The hespital for treat-
ment,

combat patrol on the Bassac at I'

S
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That Ships May Pass

CHAINDRAG SWEEPS GHAN

Saigon (USN)—United States
and Free World forces depend
heavily on the flow of equip-
ment and food that pours daily
through the port of Saigon. Well
aware of this, the Viet Cong
have continuously attempted to
disrupt this vital shipping route
between the South China Sea
and Saigon, by mining the Long
Tau River.

Since March 10, 1966, U.S.

SEARCHING — Petty Officer First Class David B. McAnany, Lakewood, Calif,
the river banks with binoculars for enemy snipers.

“sweeps”

ipabanes

BACK ABOARD—Petty Officer

the river.

Navy Minesweeping Boats
(MSBs) of Mine Squadron 11,
Detachment Alpha, have plied
the river, towing chain drag
sweeps behind.

Enemy mines are anchored to
the river bottom, often with
wires leading to the shore for
command detonation.

The Navy minesweeper's
chain drag, pulled out to the
side by a rudder device like a

e

i
Third Class

water skier, catches the under-
water wires connected to the
enemy mines and cuts them.

The daily sweep for enemy
mines begins four hours before
dawn. At first light of dawn,
merchant ships begin transiting
the channel to deliver their
cargoes to Saigon, Vietnam’s
largest port.

At day’s end, darkness and
curfew halt the movement of

V. . Juarez, Manson, Iow, (left) e_lps
to bring minesweeping gear back aboard his MSB after a long day’s work sweeping

the merchant -ships through the
vulnerable channel,

The wooden hulled MSBs are
a prime enemy target. Despite

the mine-

attacks,
sweepers have kept the vital
waterway open to Saigon since
the beginning of hostilities,

Story by Sp 4 John Morgan, USA, Staff Writer
Photos by PHC Bob Veeder, USN

numerous

CLEARING A PATH—A merhant vessel bearing cargo
for allied forces follows in the safe wake of two U.S.
Navy Minesweeping Boats (MSBs) up the Long Tau River.,

P RS o
CARGO—Merchant vessels pass safely down the main
shipping channel to Saigon made possible by U.S. Navy
MSBs daily sweeps of the Long Tau River,
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Red Beret Airborne

A figure of Saint Michael the Evangelist stands before
Sung Chinh hospital, Cholon, as the founding saint of the
Vietnamese Airborne Red Beret.

Artillery

The Saint Founder of Vietnamese Artillery is King An
Duong, whose statue stands in Chuong Duong Quay park.
King An Duong using arbalests — medieval crossbows —
repelled a Chinese invasion.

Marines

This massive sculpture of two “Unknown Soldiers” facing
the Vietnamese government assembly building at Lam-Son
Place represents the Vietnamese Marines.

° ; _—r".‘-
Air Force ~ Signal Armored
In stark contrast to the his- i The Signal branch chose ' ; ; i
torical personnages chosen . Genemi%?‘m Nguyen Han gw};nfn?e‘f;ﬁ? ge{'i}?;ﬁton ;
gs figureheads of ;he a;med as its saint funder because was invaded 6y g(”hinese a;;z Medlc
ranches, the Air Force he was the fst commander ; : Y 5 : . ; Ly
erected a modern structure in Vietnamet history to use ;;tei‘;'a%‘gfai };ut;f?;?fif?aotbe; Repres.entmg.Vzetnamese military medicine, a statue of
siract it e condlion o : - carrier-pigeas to take mes- theinyadere:. Thoo ARy a medw helping a wounded man stands before the gate
sages duringbattlefield op- ~ Armored now follows his of the Central Blood Institute at Cong Hoa Hospital.

space, .
erations. ! ot
! courage and patriotism.

4 Navy

Ranger
; - : : i This massive structure located on Bach D
A statue of three soldiers honors the Vietnamese Rangers. Rangers operate in jungles | Z ea on Bach Dang Street near the docks was known as the
f & Junsg Statue of the Trung Sisters. It now represents the Vietnamese Navy after the removal of
the figures that represented the sisters.

and remote areas in their mission to eradicate the Communists.
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Qui Nhon (USA) — My full
name is Barge Amphibious Re-
supply Cargo; but like most
Americans I prefer to be known
by my nickname. So just call
me BARC.

Since there are 16 of us in
Vietnam, we have been organ-
ized info a Provisional BARC
Company. We are the only com-
pany of its kind in the U.S.
Army. As a member of the 1st
Logistical Command’s Qui Nhon
Support Command, I am com-
manded by U.S. Army Captain
Fred Morrison, Hamilton, Ohio.

I tip the scales at about 100
tons, which is my fighting

weight. I ecan carry a 60-ton
load without exerting myself.
I've been told I'm as bhig as a
five-room house. While I am
equally at home on land or sea,
I spend most of my time in the
water performing the ecritical
mission of hauling troops and
equipment from ship to shore.
One of the advantages of travel-
ing with me is that no longer
do the troops have to debark
into waist-high water, nor does
the cargo have to be unloaded
at dockside. Like a taxi cab,
I deliver right to the door.
Although I was originally
slated for assignment in Green-
land, I quickly adapted to tropi-

cal duty in Vietnam. When the
U.S. Marines landed in Qui
Nhon in 1965 to secure the area,
I brought them ashore. I have
been here ever since, further-
ing the war effort by maintain-
ing the flow of troops and equip-
ment. I, and my crew, known
as ‘“‘Barcaneers” have partici-
pated in Operations Highland,
Goodfriend, and Maeng Ho 8.

Keeping me in fighting trim
is a real job for my trainers.
My rubber soles weigh more
than 3,000 pounds, and it takes
some 50 hours to repair my
fallen arches. But the Bar-

cancers take a lot of pride in
their work and they labor
around-the-clock to keep me in
ship-shape.

Since I work night and day, I
don’t ‘get much opportunity for
R&R. But once in a while T
get the assignment of taking
some Vietnamese refugees to an
area where they will be able
to start a new life away from
the harassment of the VC.I
have also been known to trans-
port a group of combat-weary

Koreans from the Republic of
Korea “Tiger” Division to a
secluded area on a secure beach
for some well-deserved - sun
bathing and swimming.

They say it takes all kinds to
win the war. Like the whale
which is a mammal and lives
in the sea, I am a truck who
operates on water or land. So
when you want those supplies

from ship to shore and vou need

them in a hurry, just call on
me. The name is BARC.

Story by Cpt Loris Scott, USA
Photo by Sp5 Tom Lusher, USA

!
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Air Force
Moves 24
Orphans

Da Nang (USAF) — Twenty-
four children were airlifted
from the Special Forces camp
at Thuong Due in the Central
Highlands to an orphanage on
the shores of the South China
sea by aircraft of the 311th Air
Commando Squadron.

The airlift was first set into
motion when the Vietnamese
government asked Reverend Gor-

don H. Smith, director of the =

World Evangelization Crusade
Relief Service (WECRS), if he
could place the children, whose
parents had been killed by the
Viet Cong, into the WECRS or-
phanage at Da Nang. Reverend
Smith contacted Chaplain (Ma-
jor) David P. Jordan, Albion,
Mich., to try and arrange the
airlift. Chaplain Jordan spoke
to the commander of the 311th
Air Commando Squadron, Colo-
nel Donald L. Zedler, Topeka,
Kan., and the airlift was set up.

Captain Harold S. Harsin,
Lebanon, Ill., who has been
making routine medical exami-
nations at the Da Nang orphan-
age since October 1966, was
asked to go along to treat any
of the children who might have
been ill.

By the time they'd been taken
off at Da Nang Air Base and
were driven to the orphanage,
they were chattering happily
among themselves and inspect-
ing their new home by the sea.

i : %%

LEADING THE WAY—Chap
parents were killed by Viet Co

tion Crusade orphanage.

E i

lain Jordan leads a group of orphans to a waiting C-123 Provider. The children, whose
ng, were taken from the Special Forces camp of Thuong Duc of the World Evangeliza-

(USAF Photo)

Saigon (USN) — The recent
arrival of two unique Navy
ships in Vung Tau marks the
beginning of a new concept of
River Assault (Riverine) opera-

tions in Vietnam.

The USS Benewah (APB 35)
and USS Colleton (APB 36), the
only self-propelled barracks
ships in commission in-the U.S.
Navy, arrived in Vung Tau, 35
miles southeast of Saigon {o
form a mobile base for the new
riverine assault force already
operating in the swamps sur-
rounding the main shipping
channel to Saigon. The ships
will provide living quarters and
command-control facilities for
the Army/Navy team conduct-
ing the operations.

The riverine assault force first
saw action in February, after
the Viet Cong had stepped up
their attacks on shins going to
and from Saigon. This is the
first time the United States has
engaged in this type of opera-
tion since the Civil War.

Comprised of units from fhe
Army’'s Ninth Infantry Division
and the Navy's River Assault
Flotilla One, the operation has
consisted of search and destroy
sweeps of the Viet Cong con-
trolled, mangrove covered tidal
swamps known as the Rang Sat
Special Zone. ;

To make them harder to be
seen against the dense foliage
along the rivers of South Viet-
nam, the barracks ships and the
boat repair ship, USS Askari,
are the only U.S. Navy ships
painted green.

Three new types of boats are
used to extend the operation
from the mobile riverine base,

Floating Barracks Ships
Join River Assault Force

A NEW CONCEPT—One of the Navy’s two olive-drab-
painted, self propelled barracks ships steams into Vung
Tau Harbor to take over support of the Navy’s Task

Force 117.

All the boats, armored troop
carriers (ATC) used to haul
troops and supplies, command
communications boats (CCB)
used as an afloat command post
and Monitor boats used to pro-
vide heavy gunfire support, are
heavily armored and carry an

(USN Photo)

assortment of weapons.

After the ATC’s have inserted
their troops, the boats patrol
the adjacent waterways to block
the movement of enemy troops
and to provide gunfire support
until it is time to pick up the
troops again,

Pacification Mission
Supported by VAC

~Cu Chi (USA) — The citizens
of Farmingdale, N.Y.,.can take
a share of the credit for signs
of the increasing success of the
pacification mission presently
being undertaken by an element
of the 25th Infantry Division.

Last year the 4th Battalion,
9th Infantry, was adopted by a
Farmingdale group who called
themselves the “Vietnam Assist-
ance Committee” (VAC).

VAC sent food, clothing and
medical supplies, which the peo-
ple of Farmingdale donated, for
the soldiers of the battalion to
distribute to villagers living,
along the supply route between
Trang Bang and the Boi Loi
Woods.

Still in the early stages of the
pacification mission, the battal-
ion has already scen signs of
success. Not long.ago a village
chief came to the battalion’s
field camp early in the morning
and reported “that the night be-
fore terrorists had raided the
village, stealing food and col-
lecting taxes.

The fact that he was suffi-
ciently confident in. the ability
of the Americans to assist him
and that he risked his life by
reporting the terrorist activities
proved to the battalion that it
has partially accomplished its
goal in the area.

The battalion, aided by the
Vietnamese soldiers, is striving
to provide both day and night
security for the villagers.

The main road running
through the area has been
closed for two years because of
VC activity. The Americans
have now replaced two bridges
that had been destroyed by the |
VC and haye cleared! away |

“tered

mines making it possible for the
villagers to use the road te
reach the city of Trang Bang.
Twenty mines were removed
from one short stretch of the
road,

Soldier's Kin
Receives Aid
From 9th Div

Long Thanh (USA) — In f{ri-
bute to the courage of a Viet-
namese soldier who was killed
when he attempted to disarm a
booby trapped grenade, A Com-
pany, 2nd Battalion, 39th Infan-
try, 9th Infantry Division estab-
lished a memorial fund and
gave material assistance to his
family.

While condueting operations
in an arca 15 miles east of Sai-
gon, the company had encoun-
numerous booby traps.
Private Vo Ba Tong, a dog
handler who traveled with A
Company, many times in the
past had detected these traps
with the aid of his dog, Czar.
His past alertness had prevent-
ed many injuries and loss of
life in the company.

Captain Alfred G. Issac, com-
pany commander, wrote in a
letter to Private Tong’s com-
manding officer, “His enthusi-
asm and dedication was exem-
plary in' all respects and hig
presence was a definite moral
booster for all personnel with -
whom he worked.
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EASY DOES IT—Staff

discovered during Operation “Oregon.”

Do It Right the First Time
There Is No Second Time

Due Pho' (USA)—Mine clear-
ing operations are usually
hazardous, never enjoyable, but
always necessary to the success-
ful completion of combat con-
struction assignments.

One of these missions has been
carried out in the Duc Phu—
Chu Lai area during the past
two months by Engineers of the
39th Engineer Battalion, U.S.
Army Engineer Command Viet-
nam, who were participating in
Task Foree Oregon.

D Company of the 39th, com-
manded by Captain Martin
Walsh, Jersey City, N.J., is
credited “with the initial clear-
ing of the area around the new
airstrip and battalion headquar-
ters at Duc Pho. They are now

Noisy, Smelly But...

helping clear QL-1 north to Mo
Duc and are making daily
checks of the roads around the
airstrip and - base camp.

D Company’s demolition ex-
perts, Staff Sergeants Charles
A. Bryant, Philadelphia, and
Arlen Lanphier, Wahiawa, Ha-
waii, have been finding at least
two mines each day between
the airstrip and the 39th En-
gineer Battalion headquarters.
These devices range in size from
large 30 pound anti-vehicular
mines to small, crudely con-
structed anti-personnel mines.

Captain  Walsh pointed out
that the company’'s casualty
rate hasn’t been too high so far,
but ‘‘extreme care and vigi-

Its 'Very Necessary’

Saigon (USA)—To the citizens
of Saigon they’'re known as
‘“‘may den,” but to the AMied
forces in the south Vietnamese
‘apital they mean lights, water,
fresh food and emergency
power,

Noisy, unsightly and temper-
mental, the 178 generators which
U.S. Army Headquarters Area
Command operates in the great-
er Saigon-Cholon apea are an
indispensable source of electric
power for U.S. and Free World
Forces. ;

Staff Sergeant John J. Kier-
nan, Providence, R.I., heads
USAHAC’s generator shop, a 24-
hour a day operation with a mis-
sion of providing 17,000 kilowatts
of power daily to Allied instal-
lations.

“We've got 38 different makes
and models of generators,” Ser-
geant Kiernan said. “Our small-
est generator is a tiny five kilo-
watt job, and these 750 KW
machines are our work horses.”

The vast power requirements
of the Allies makes it neces-
sary to supplement the com-
mercial power available in Sai-
gon. “All told, our generators
run over 2,000 hours a day,”
said Sergeant Kiernan.

Assistant Post Engineer
Major Charles R. Voccio, who
like Kiernan, hails from Rhode

» splashed

Island, pointed out that noise is
a constant problem with genera-
tors.

“In order to produce power,”
he said, ‘‘generators also pro-
duce a lot of noise. We’ve been
working hard to reduce the noise
as much as possible. We sand-
bag the generators, where pos-
sible, fo suppress a good deal
of the sound and we also have
mufflers which we install. Late-
ly, we've been trying out a spe-
cial shed which uses acoustic
prineiples to contain noise, and
this should be a big help.”

Thirty-six soldiers and 84 Viet-
namese generator specialists
are required to keep Saigon’s
generators running and to an-
swer trouble calls at any hour
of the day or night.

Not long ago, one such call
summoned a crew to the rescue
‘of a generator which was stand-
ing in two feet of water as a
result of a flood. “When our
crew got there,” Sergeant Kier-
nan recalled, “the generator
was droning happily along, still
putting out electricity. We had
to turn it off, but there was a
risk of getting a serious shock.
Fortunately, a truck came by
at that time and completely
the generator with
water., ./ That drowned it out,

“If it hddn’t been for that, the

thing might still be running.”

Sergeant Lanphier carefully disar

ms a 30-pound land mine

L

S

(USA Photo)

lance” must continue if injuries
and deaths are to be kept mini-
muim.

The captain explained that in
mine clearing the two methods
most used are the mine detec-
tion teams and the - probers.
Each method must be constant-
ly varied so that the VC don’t
learn a pattern and capitalize
on the procedures. :

Summing up the mine clear-
ing operations, the captain add-
ed, “If you do what ‘Sam’ (the
technical manual) says in clear-
ing mines, you'll be square. If
not, you'll be dead!” -

Cardiac Massage
Saves Sgt’s Life

Cam Ranh Bay (USAF)—Flying low to the ‘ground

during a flash rainstorm, in the cramped cabin of an HH-
43B Huskie helicopter, is not the best time or place to
administer an external cardiac massage to a dying man.
But it had to be done and it saved the life of an Army

sergeant.

The sergeant was admitted to the 12th Air Force

Hospital at Cam Ranh Bay Air
Base with a gunshot wound in

the right temple. Physicians
there determined that he had

to be airlifted to the 8th
Field Hospital at Nha Trang
Air Base for immediate sur-
gery by the neurosurgeon.

Captain Richard L. Van Allen,
Willard, Ohio, and his ecrew of
four from Detachment 8, 38th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Squadron, were alerted for the
transfer. At the time of the ini-
tial alert, the weather was mar-
ginal and light showers were
forecast for the flight to Nha
Trang.

When the patient arrived at

the helicopter pad, he was
quickly loaded aboard along
with an accompanying doctor,
oxygen, whole blood and glu-
cose. Master Sergeant Roland
H. Lutz, St. Petersburg, Fla.,

medical technician, assisted the
doctor in administering the
blood, glucose and operating the
oxygen equipment,

After five minutes of flight
it became necessary to change
the patient’s oxygen supply.
While the doctor kept a constant
vigil over the patient’s pulse,
Sergeant Lutz changed the oxy-
gen bottle. Shortly after the
changeover, the patient’s heart-
beat became somewhat weak.

Sergeant Lutz immediately ap-
plied external cardiac massage
to start the pulse back on a
normal beat.” Once the heart
beat became normal, Sergeant
Lutz went back to operating
the oxygen equipment.

After 10 minutes of blinding
rain, the Huskie broke out of
the storm and proceeded direct-
ly to Nha Trang where patient
was transferred to the hospital.

Miniature Billboards

Creative Writing On
Camouflage Helmets

Da Nang (USMC)—The hel-
mets of Marines in Vietnam
graphically display the thoughts,
hopes and humor of the men
who wear them.

The fighting man’s answer to
the button craze sweeping the
U.S. is to letter his green.camou-
flaged helmet cover with ap-
propriate messages and practi-
cally no one has resisted the

CATTLE DRIVE—Mechanized cowboys from the 2nd

Battalion, 8th Infantry used helicopters and armored
personnel carriers to round up water buffalo in the Pleiku

province.

(USA Photo) |

urge to add.individualit& to his
uniform.

Girls names are far and away
the leader among the inscrip-

tions on the helmets. From
Abbie through Zelda, nearly

every conceivable female name
is carried into battle by some
Leatherneck.

Home towns, or, more often,
homestates are next in popu-
larity. It’s not entirely the pride
of the native son that prompts
a Marine to advertise his geo-
-graphic ties. Partially, it is the
guarantee that Colorado or
Queens, N.Y. on a helmet in
bold, black letters is bound to
attract the attention of anyone
else from that area. A conversa-
tion and sometimes a lasting
friendship, is likely to result.

Others tend toward humor,
sometimes subtle, other times
hiting:

Impeach Ho Chi Minh

Stay 15 meters behind me—
want to get us both killed?

Peace in our time.

Follow the sun — It
right over the U.S.

Don’t follow me—I'm lost, too.

Some of the helmets sport
bulls eyes, seemingly daring the
Viet Cong to aim in. :

Others list the operations in
which they have participated—
many run. out of room.

Flack jackets provide a big-
ger area for artwork or even
longer quotations.

Watching a column of Marines
pass through a rice paddy can
be as entertaining as driving
along a billboard-filled highway.

Mary . . . Homeward
Bond . . . Call Me Lucky . . .
Wisconsini: o Syes S SN on't
Even Tread On Me.

Then there is, just to- point
out the anti-billboard fanatic,
“Do Not Write In This Space”
that was written in large letters
on one Marine’s flack jacket.

Passes

JOIN UP...
JOIN IN

SUPPORT YOUR RED CROSS

g
4
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Forces Television |
Channel 11

Guide for week of—June 14-20, 1967
(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)

Wednesday (June 14)
6:30 News Headlines
Information Feature
Batman (Part 1)

News & Sports

Perry Mason

Green Acres

;30 Channel 11 Theater (Movie)

Thursday (June 15)

:30 Password

00 Batman (Part II)
:30 News & Sports
00 12 O'Clock High
00 The Fugitive

00 Red Skelton

Friday (June 16)

30 News Headlines
Information Fealure
00- Addams Family

20 News & Sports

2 Gunsmoke

00 Danny Kaye

00 The Tonight Show

Saturday (June 17)

00 Encyelopedia Britannica
. Social . Security

:80 Jim Bowie

00 Daniel Boone

00 Roy Acuff

30 Beverly Hillbillies

(00 Andy Griffith

30 Sports of the Week

Lost in Space

00 M-Sqguad

30 News & Sports

00 Jackie (ileason

:00 Hollvwood Palace

9:00
9
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Sunday (June 18)

:00 Religious Progr
30 Educational Spe
30 Su v Movie
:00° Sports of the Week
20 CBS Sports Special
In-Country Special
30 News & Sports

00 Dick Van Dyke
30 Get Smart

Bonanza

Ed Sullivan Show

Monday (June 19)

News Headlines

G.E. Colleze Bowl

00 Animal Secrets

:30 News & Sports

00 Combat

00 Bewitched

:30 Third Man

100 Dean Martin Show
Tuesday (June 20)

30  Survival

) My Favorite Martian

130 News & Sports

8:00 Big WValley

9:00 Smothers Brothers

10:00 Entertdinment Special

(Note: These same shows can be
seen in other arveas as follows:)
Qui Nhon—June 21-27

Da Nang—dJuly 12-18
Pleiku—Aug. 2-8
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10:00 Saturday Night at the Movies Nha Tran_g—Aua. 23-29
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1. What is the American
League rule that differentiates
between a day game and a
night game?

2. What is the name of the.

Australian yacht that will be
the challenger in this year's
America’s Cup Race?

3. Name the winner of the

1966 Kentucky Derby.

4. What team won the 1967
Interservice Judo Champion-
ship? :

5. What was the 1966 season’s
longest ‘major leagtie baseball
game?
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iBeetle Bailey

GOOD MiGHT, BEETLE.
GOOD NIGHT, KILLER

EVERYBODY COVMFYE

THE LIGHTS NOW

By Mort Walker|

%) Xong Pastiret Szadrante; la

HEY MOTHER,
CAN I HAVE
A PRINK
OF WATER?

HA! HAY
Z Wow! Iwo.

4o/

OH, THEY BET
SARGSE WON, .

TAKE Hw.- 7@

S

ON THE GAME. IF
COOKIE HAD TO

RALL

eebais s ey Bery

e

SE A
PLATOON *

AS YOoU KnNow, .)_,'h‘
MEN, THIS IS . 2h
THE DAY WE ¥
gy

N e P

I DONT CARE WHAT YOUWVE
HEARD TS NOT TRUE
THAT WE ALWAYS cHooss

A,
I Peanuts
Ry o e 7
YOUR BROTHER PATS BIRDS s '] — % | | SOME PEGPLE ARE PRETTY
5 ON THE HEAD... ¥ pOVJl SENSITIVE ABOUT THEIR RELATIVES!
PN —— >

DO 40U REALIZE THAT PEOPLE ARE
COMING UP TO ME, AND SNG IR
BROTHER PATS BIRDS ON THE HEAD'?
WELL, T WANT 400 TO STOP [T! DO
HOU HEAR ME?! STOP T Ui!
-—-;._\._—_--:‘-;_'b‘-\ (‘-- - "“:

/ :

T HUMILIATES
HOUR SISTER TO
IJHAVE PEOPLE €0
UP TO HER AND
SAY “4HOUR BROTHER
PATG BIRDS O
\_THE HEAD"

T CAN UNDERSTAND THAT
WHAT'S WRONG WITH IT7
IT MAKES THE BIRDS HAPPY,
AND IT MAKES ME HAPPY...

S0 (WHAT'S REALLY
WRONG WITH IT?
=
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PEANUTS

Aeded

EVERYBODY THINKS 1M CRAZH..,
ESPECIALLY MW SISTER!
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DONT FOLLOW ME, T SAID! (U
THROUGH! I'M FINISHED!!
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FIRST FLIGHT—Under the whine of the superjets F-5 jet ehgine, a gro

L
und crewman

signals ready to a Vietnamese pilot of the newly-created 522nd Tactical Fighter

Squadron.

New Milestone for VNAF...

(Continued From Page 1)

In October, 1966, 33 Vietnamese
pilots were selected to attend
F-5 jet training in the U.S.
Following language training at
Lackland AFB, Texas and six
months flight training at Wil-
liams AFB, Ariz., the VNAF
pilots returned in April to form
the nucleus of the new jet
squadron at Bien Hoa.

To assist in the transition from
Skyraider to Freedom Fighter,
the U.S. Air Force Training
Command furnished a Mobile
Training Team (MTT) to
VNAF’s 23rd Tactical Wing at
Bien Hoa. The MTT’s staff of 10
non-commissioned officers pro-
vide classroom instruction in F-5
maintenance to 160 VNAF air-
men and officers.

Simplified maintenance fea-
tures of the Northrop F-5 reduce
ground support requirements to
only 20 maintenance hours per
flying hour—less than any other
supersonic tactical fighter.

Safety and reliability of the
F-5 are increased by its dual
engines, low rate of fuel con-
sumption, separate dual fuel,
hydraulie and electrical systems.
The “Freedom Fighter” has a
range of more than 1500 miles,
depending on payload.

The presentation of the air-
craft at Bien Hoa was followed
by a flight demonstration, dis-
play of ground equipment,
awarding of decorations to Viet-

namese and U.S. Air Force per-
sonnel, and a parachute jump
by Vietnamese paratroops. A
mass formation representing all

elements of Vietnémese armed
forces stretched for nearly a
quarter mile along the flight

line.

Vietnamese Praise
Dragonship’'s Crew -

Da Nang (USAF)—Apprecia-
tion for the close air support
provided by an AC-47 Dragon-
ship crew, which aided one of
his units in resisting a recent
all-out attack, was shown by an
Army of Vietnam (ARVN) sector
commander in a letter of com-
mendation sent to ‘the crew
members.

A reinforced battalion of Viet
Cong besieged a regional forces
unit at Cam Kim, approximate-
ly 30 miles south of Chu Lai.
When the attack began, a U.S.
advisor stationed at Cam Kim
called immediately for direct
air support and flares to assist
the surrounded unit.

An AC-47 from Da Nang’s 4th
Air Commando Squadron was
airborne and flying combat air
patrol in the base area. The
aircraft, piloted by Captain
James L. Cole, Jr., Wheatland,
Wyo., was immediately diverted
to render assistance.

“Arriving over the area, we
found that the VC had burned
out most of the village and were
massing for an attack on the
government outpost,” said
Captain Cole.

“We immediately began drop-

Marine Pilot Exiracted By
Tri-Service Rescue Team

Da Nang (USMC)—A Marine
pilot hit by enemy ground fire
and forced to eject from his
burning jet southwest of Phu
Bai was rescued in less than
45 minutes. ;

Major Edward F. Townley,
Jr., Prairie Village, Kan., Ma-
rine All-Weather Fighter Squad-
ron 232, was flying an aerial re-
connaissance mission when his
IF-8E Crusader jet was hit.

His fire warning light flashed
on as he passed near the desert-
ed French airstrip of Tabat in
As Hua Valley. Seeing fire un-
der his right wing, he radioed
his wingman, Captain Richard
J. Pederson, Central Valley,
Calif., that he was heading to
sea,

Moments later, handling diffi-
culties forced Major Townley to
eject. During his parachute de-
scent, he became entangled in
the 150-foot jungle trees and he
was forced to slide down a tree
trunk to the ground. Unhurt, he
worked to evade any enemy
forces in the area.

Meanwhile, Captain Pederson
had notified rescue authorities
and a tri-service rescue opera-
tion was launched. Two Crusad-
ers from VMF (AW) 232 were
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orbiting overhead as four U.S.
Army  helicopters skimmed
above the treetops.

Major Townley signaled the
choppers with flares and his
survival radio. They circled pro-
tectively, but could not extract
the downed Marine pilot be-
cause of the thick jungle growth.

Approximately -40 minutes
after Major Townley had
touched ground, an Air Force
rescue helicopter arrived with
a special hoist. A medic de-
scended through the jungle
canopy, then he and the Marine

Wives Get

Fares Cut
To Hawaii

Saigon (MACV) — Military
Airlift Command has announced
that wives of military personnel
planning to visit their husbands
in Hawaii during R&R may
take advantage of new reduced
air-fare effective June 24.

The discount of approximately
25 per cent is on economy
(tourist) class tickets from the
west coast to Hawaii. Flights
will depart from Seattle-
Tacoma, San Francisco and Los
Angeles. Airlines offering the
reduced fares are Pan Ameri-
can, United and Northwest.

The reduced rates apply only
to wives (not parents or de-
pendent children) of men in
Vietnam; to round trip tickets
which are good for only 15 days
from time of departure until
time of return. Reservations
may be obtained at any airline
ticket office or Joint Airline
Military Transportation Office
JAMTO. Cost of the round-trip
ticket will be $165.00.

A MACV orders form similar
to DD1580 overprinted on the
reverse side must be used. It

- will be available to individuals

through component commands.
The forms are authorized to be
reproduced locally.

pilot rode the hoist out together.

“I am very grateful to every-
one for their rescue efforts,”
Major Townley said. ‘It was a
hell of a lonely feeling riding
down that parachute and know-
ing there were no friendlies
around, and it was a reward-
ing thing to arrive back in Da
Nang one hour later.”

. [
Their Version
Dong Ha (USMC)—Combined

Action Company (CAC) Papa-1
established its own version of
the “hot line.” The telephone
linkup runs between the com-
pany’s headquarters seven miles
south of Dong Ha, and the Viet-
namese force headquarters for
the village of Trieu Ai. The
added hookup will eliminate con-
fusion, especially at night in
case of an attack.

ping flares, so both we and the
men on the ground could watch
for VC movement. We made our
firing passes with the mini-guns
‘at the direction of the Special
Forces advisor on the ground,
who was relaying strike mes-
sages to us from+his ARVN
‘counterparts. g

“As soon as we ‘began firing,
the VC began to disengage, and
after a short while, we found
ourselves flying as.far as two

and a half miles away from the °
firing and . dropping

outpost, 3
flares as we Wwent, hitting
various VC escape routes,” he

said. During their two and a

half hours over the target, the
crew dropped 43 flares and fired
20,000 rounds of 7.62mm am-
munition. :

In his letter of appreciation,
ARVN Lieutenant Colonel Le
Tri Tin, commander of the
Quang Nam sector, said; “This
glowing victory owes a great
deal to the effective support of
the crew members who dropped
flares to light the battle ground
and strafed timely and accurate-
ly, enabling the enemy to with-
draw with over 30 bodies left
behind, including the VC compa-
ny commander. :

“The high serving spirit and
noble sacrifice of the erew
members has voiced the deter=
mination for victory to gain the
just cause of the U.S. and
Vietnamese peoples.”

ARVN...

(Continued From Page 1)
The reaction force reached the
scene in time to stave off the
VC’s attempt to merge and sur-
round the government troops.
With the western flank sealed
off by the reaction force, the 1st
and 3rd Companies rallied to-
gether and the Viet Cong bat-
‘talion was split. Realizing their
plan was f{oiled, the insurgents

broke contact and retreated.

Although only seven VC dead

were counted after the smoke-

had settled, villagers reported
at least 56 killed in action.
Friendly casualties were 10
killed and seven wounded.

“So you’re from Dalat huh? What a coincidence. I'm

from Hoboken.”

E
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‘He Lives Because Someone Cared

A RELATIVE TO COMFORT—Nearly a year ago, a relative waited on a runway near Huynh Tai. (USAF Photo)

Phan Rang (USAF) — Little
Huynh Tai was a pitiful sight
that day, more than a year ago,
when his father, Huynh Tho,
carried him into the Phan Rang
Province Hospital after walking
more than three days to make
the 50-mile journey through Viet
Cong controlled territory.

Barely eight years old, tiny
Tai was not mauled and torn
by Communists terrorists;
frail body was ravaged by a
different killer — tuberculosis.
Already paralyzed, his life ex-
pectancy could be counted in
days. This hospital in Phan
Rang eity was his last hope.

Donating his spare time and
medical knowledge to help the
understaffed Vietnamese doc-
tors at the hospital, Air Force
‘Captain Harry L. Tucker, Win-
ter Park, Fla., a physician at
the air base hospital, examined
the new patient.

He found pulmonary and
probable abdominal tuberculo-
sis, The disease had attacked
the spinal column, destroying
several vertebrae which col-
lapsed the spine inte a bent-over
position. Pressure, caused by
the abnormal position, had
paralyzed Tai's lower extremi-
ties.

Within twe weeks, Tai was
airlifted to the modern medi-
cal facilities at Cam Ranh Bay
Air Base, A three-man team,
including Captain Tucker, per-
formed the operation to drain
an abcess and relieve the pres-
sure. Encased in a cast from
hips to chin, Tai was returned

(Continued on Back Page)

his

Humane Treatment Towards
14-Year-Old VC Is Rewarded

Phu Bai (USMC) — Humane
treatment given to a 14 year-old
VC detainee by Marines of the
26th Marine Regiment induced
him to lead them around a
booby-trapped area and into a
Viet Cong hideaway.

He was constructing home-
made booby-traps just before be-
ing captured by the Marines.
They found him playing dead in
a nearby river. The Marines
waded out and dunked his head
and he gave himself away.

Instead of being roughed up
and shot on the spot as the VC
had told him, the Marines gave
him food and water and sent
him back to the headquarters
area.

The decent treatment paid off
as the boy decided to give them
intelligence information about
the VC. He told them of a VC
meeting scheduled that night,

MACYV Reports

On Extensions

Washington (AFNB) — MACV
Reports that more than 5,000
Army personnel have extended
their Vietnam tours from Deec,
16, 1966 through March 31, 1967.
These extensions were under
Public Law 89-735, authorizing
these six-month extendees a spe-
cial 30-day leave.

where the booby-traps were set
around two camouflaged VC tun-
nels and gave names, weapons
and areas where other VC were
operating,

“The boy had only been a VC
for a couple months,” said Sec-
ond Lieutenant William A,
Brown, Charlestown, S. C., “He
said he was forced into it and
headed a team of 10 other young-
sters. He's just a kid, caught in
the middle of a very complicat-
ed war.”

The Marines decided to take
the boy with them and check the
information out. When the Ma-
rines arrived at the VC area, the
youngster signailed that he him-

self would probe for the booby-
traps. After about five minutes
of searching he showed that he
had found one.

“I was going up to inspect the
booby-trap,” said Gunnery Ser-
geant Thomas H. Baker, Jack-
sonville, N. C., “when the kid
warned me back. He disarmed
it himself and handed it to us.”

The boy later led the Marines
to an enemy village and pointed
out two well-concealed caves.

“I sort of like the boy,” said
Private First Class Ronald J.
Butler, Houston. “I felt he
wouldn’t lead us into a trap. He
seen}ed glad to be helping us
out.’

ightless
ilot Hits
ay Dirt

Da Nang (USAF) — Blinded
in his left eye, and with blood
obscuring the vision in his right
eye, Colonel Richard Ayersman,
Tempe, Ariz., followed direc-
tions from an Air Foree forward
air controller (FAC) and his
Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF)
flight leader to safely land his
A-1G Skyraider at Phu Bai air
field.

Colonel Ayersman, command-

er of Air Force Advisory Team .

5 attached to the VNAF 315th
“Tiger” Fighter Squadron at Da
Nang, was flying as wingman
for First Lieutenant Phan Trung
on a strike mission in the A
Shau Valley. They were being
directed on target by Major

- William Roth, Aurora, Ill., a

FAC flying out of Phu Bai.

“Trung and 1 made a low
level pass,” Colonel Ayersman
said. ‘““Major Roth gave a cor-
rection on his bomb drop, and
he put it right where it was
called for. I came in behind
him, dropped mine and I was
pulling off when I got hit.”

A high explosive .50 ealiber
shell lodged in the canopy be-
side Colonel Ayersman’s head.
When it exploded canopy frag-
ments hit the colonel in the
face, shattering his flying
glasses. Slivers of glass lodged
in his left eye and blood was
pouring from his facial wounds.

Colonel Ayersman remained
consecious. The canopy had been
jammed. “I didn't even think
about bailing out; the plane was
flying okay.”

“We heard him say he was
hit and that he couldn’t see,”
said the major. “He was hold-
ing the plane steady as he was
coming up. I just had him come
higher so he could clear the
mountains, and told him to turn
90 degrees. We were close to

Phu Bai and we wanted to get -

him there right away.”

As the aircraft started toward
Phu Bai, the faster A-1s began
to pull ahead of the 01-E. While

Major Roth had been talking to

the colonel, Lieutenant Trung
had been trying to contact the
air controllers at Da Nang, but
the only people he could talk
to were the Marine control
tower operators at Phu Bai and
the colonel. He requested the
tower to have VNAF rescue
helicopters standing by in the
event the colonel crashed. -
Lieutenant Trung, a veteran of
600 combat missions, brought
his A-1 close to the colonel’s to

-assess the damage. ‘“‘He wasn't

flying like he was - wounded,”
Trung said. “He had blood on
his face, but he was flying like
everything was okay.”

Nearing the field, Colonel
Ayersman began to make his
landing approach. Lieutenant
Trung told him when to pull
up or drop down. The colonel
(Continued on Back Page)

Spent 22

Da Nang (USN) — A Navy
submarine veteran for 22 years
finally surfaced long enough to
receive orders ashore—almost.
His orders brought him to a re-
pair barge at the Naval Suppori
Activity, Da Nang,

. Senior Chief Electrician Feli-
cisimo Fernandez, San Narciso,
Philippines, has spent his entire
career aboard submarines. Now
on the YR-70, a yard repair
facility that never leaves dock,

Years ‘Underwater’

Chief Fernandez is assistant to
the electrical officer. He super-
vises the overhauling of electri-
cal motors.

When asked why he never re-
ceived orders to a shore station
before, Chief Fernandez said,
“They just kept giving me ‘subs’
and I liked it so I never put in
for shore duty.”

The Chief conceded, however,
that he had been on land four

times during his career—in boot

camp and at three service

. schools.

In comparing his present duty
to service on submarines, the
Chief admitted he felt somewhat
like a “fish out of water.”

“I. prefer smaller organiza-
tions,’”” he said. ‘It doesn’t take
long to get to know everybody.”

So after 22 years, Chief Fer-
nandez,
‘water, can wake up every morn-
ing and look at the shoreline,
only 20 feet away.

with his head above _

o
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Editorial

IRusk On Vietnam

The following statement of Uniled Stales policy on Vielnam was made
by Secivetary of State Dean Rusk at the opening of a recent news conference:
“There has been a good deal of discussion in recent
days about the prospects for peace in Vietnam. President
Johnson has pressed for peace in Southeast Asia in
capitals all over the world, over and over again. He has
demonstrated that he is prepared to meet the other side
more than half way.

He has urged a conference, unconditional discussions,
or private and discreet contacts in order to move ahead
with talks which might open the way to peace. He has
responded affirmatively to the efforts of 17 nonaligned
nations, of the Commonwealth Prime Ministers of Asian
Nations, of the British cochairman, of members of the
International Control Commission and to attempts made
by leading personalities.

The United States has made it clear that Hanoi’s -

four points could be discussed along with points which
others may wish to propose or that we would engace in
preliminary discussion to attempt to find an agreed set
of points as a basis for negotiation. We have made it
clear that we want no bases in Southeast Asia and do not
wish to retain United States troops in Vietnam after peace
is assured.

At Manila, the Allies stated that they would with-
draw their forces not later than six months after the other
side withdraws its forces to the North, ceases its infiltra-
tion and the level of violence thus subsides: We have
stated that we believe that the question of reunification
should be determined by the Vietnamese throush their
own free decision.

We have emphasized that we much prefer to use our
resources for the economic reconstruction of Southeast
Asia rather than war and that peace conld permit North
Vietnam to participate in a regional effort to which we
would be prepared to contribute at least one billion
dollars.

On the 'military side, we have on two occasions

stopped the "bombing of North Vietnam to discover
whether there might be some constructive reaction from

the other side. In May 1965, a pause was limited to five
and a half days because it was rejected by the principal
communist capitals during the first three days.

At the beginning of 1966, there was a cessation for
37 days—a period much longer than had been indicated
might produce some constructive result. It elicited no
response other than the continuation of the movement of
men and arms into the South, and an assertion that
Vietnam must be settled on communist terms. We have
emphasized that we would be prepared to discuss steps
of mutual deescalation or would take note of any de-
escalation and respond accordingly. '

But for some time now there has been evident a
systematic campaign by the communist side to bring about
an unconditional and permanent cessation of the bombing
of North Vietnam without any corresponding military
action on their side in exchange for the possibility of talks
~—talks. which are thus far formless and without content.

‘We cannot accept a situation in which men and arms

move, without inferruption by wus, to cross the 17th
parallel and attack allied armed forces and Vietnamese
civilians in the South. We must know the military con-
sequences of such a military action on our part. They
must not expect us to stop our military action by bombihg
while they continue their military action by invasion. No
one has been able or willing to give us any information
on this subject. :

. It is entirely within the resources of the quiet di-
plomacy of both sides to talk about peace and to discuss
mutual steps to reduce the violence. We have been trying
in every way known to us to invite and to engage in such
talks. Unfortunately I cannot report to you today any
tangible forward movement in this direction. All channels
remain open and are being utilized.”

e
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Support
From
Home

(Editor's Note—Gen. W. C, Westmore-
land receives daily, hundreds of letters,
scrolls, petitions, -etc., from. the citizens
of 1he United Slates from every corner
of the U.5. backing the U.S. policy in
Vietnam. Since it would - be impossible
to print all the nomes of the Indivduals
dand oraanizations in The Observer, we
will pick ot rondom several ond print
them in one column periodically.)

STATEMENT OF
APPRECIATION
To All Servicemen
In Vietnam
Mrs. S. Kudrick
Brooklyn

RESOLUTION
Ninth Guam
Legislature

Agana, Guam

STATEMENT
of
Support
VI'W Post 2550
Ocala, Florida

RESOLUTION
Oklahoma Siate
House of
Representatives
and Senate
Oklahoma City

RESOLUTION

Third Regiment

Pershing Rifles
Indiana University
" Bloomington, Ind.

BLOOD COLLECTION
ASSISTANCE
(400 Pints)

Free Americans
Against Disarmament
Burnsville High School
Burnsville, Miss,

 LETTERS ’
TO SERVICEMEN
Zapotec Hall
San Diego State
College
* San Diego, Calif.

GIFTS and LETTERS
“Those Who Care”
Mrs. J. H. Burleson

Port Lavaca, Tex.

TELEGRAM
(50 Signatures)
Sens of Liberty
Harvard Class of ’67
Cambridge, Mass.
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Service Savings Deposits pay ten,

Per cent to all seryicemen. when,

The money’s up front,

By the tenth of the month,

Save some sawbucks, C-notes or a fin.

“You buy me one ‘Bond!,” said a Misg,

As a sailor’s left ear she did kiss.

“By me BOND?” yelled he,

As he tested her tea,

“Ba Muoi Ba”, she replied with a lisp.

A dollar’s a dollar’s a

buck,

If it grows it 1:s not due to luck.

Once converted to P’s,

It’s gone like a breeze,

. A bank is goad' l-uck: for a buck.

Intelligence sources admit,

The VC will someday submit.

But only if we,

Use wisely the ‘P,

And hold off inflation, dammit.

Said a Tunnel Rat crawling near Nui Mang,

“Through the PX T'll buy a new Mustang.

With my savings I’ll git,

Bucket seats, the

whole. bit,

And my ‘P’ saving won’t be in vain.”

Tax Break Assured

Saigon (MACV) — U.S. Sav- i
ings Bonds interest is not sub-
ject to state or local income
tax. The interest is, however,
subject to federal income tax
and excise taxes. -

Interest earned on Series E
bonds is not payable until the
bonds are cashed or they reach
final maturity. This makes them
an excellent investment for re-
tirement, since income is usual-
ly lower in retirement years.

This fact, plus the double in-
come tax exemption after age
65, could greatly reduce or even
wipe out the tax liability on
Class E bond interest.

Upon retirement, holders of
Class E bonds may exchange
these bonds and the interest
they have accumulated for
Class H bonds which pay inter-
est by check every six months.

Savings in Class E bonds to
pay for children’s education

also offers a tax advantage.

The bonds can be registered in

owner or with a parent bene

the child's name—either as sole;"

ficiary.

At the end of the first year
of bond purchase, a federal in-
come tax return is filled in the
child’s name, listing the interest
as income to the child.

As long as this income totals
less than $900 ($600 personal
exemption plus $300 minimum
standard deduction), no tax will
be due. Thereafter, it isn’t
necessary to file a tax return
for the child except in years
when his total income exceeds
$600.

An alternate plan is to wait
until the child begins to cash
the bonds to pay college ex-
penses. He then files his own
tax return each year, reporting
the interest on the bonds he
cashes as income. If this and
other income totals less than
$900, he will owe no tax at all.
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JOINT PATROL—At a highway checkpoint near Cam Ranh Bay, un Air Policeman, a

Vietnamese National Policeman, a Korean MP and an American MP check Free World

Forces supply traffic.

2

(USA Photo)

Central Highland Fighters
Receive Div's High Praise

Qasis (USA)—A unit of Civil-
jan Irregular Defense Group
(CIDG) from the Plei Me Spe-
cial Forces Camp working with
A Company, 2nd Battalion, 8th
Infantry, 4th Infantry Division
has won praise for its role in
clearing villages as part of a
security program.

In the past few days the

Artillery Det
Trains ROKs

Cam Ranh Bay (USA) —
Members of the 238th Field
Artillery Detachment lTocated in
Dong Ba Thin are training an
average of two Republic of Ko-
rea (ROK) soldiers every four

~weeks in the use of the U.S.

Army’s Counter Mortar Radar
Unit, Q'.q_'_- ,

The 238th, dubbed ‘‘Watch-
dog”, is strategically located he-
tween all major units in the
Cam Ranh Bay area. They keep
a 24-hour vigil on all the impor-
tant military complexes, depots
and the large air base in the
sprawling bay area. Using the
Army’s Q-4, the men are able to
locate the point of origin of any
enemy mortar fired into their
area of responsibility.

Soon to receive the Q-4s them-
selves, the members of the ROK
“White Horse' Division will be
qualified in the operation of the
radar and its integral computer
thanks te the training they are
receiving - from Staff Sergeant
RaPph Allen, Henderson, S.C.
Through his interpreter, ROK
Corporal Keum Pyo Hong, Ser-
geant Allen instructs the Ko-
reans in the machine’s use.

The 238th maintains 24-hour
radio contact with the 52nd ROK
Artillery Group which is always
ready to fire. Corporal Keum,
is used to direct the proper co-
ordinates and bearings to the
Korean artillerymen. Continuous
radio and wire contact are also
maintained with all units.

Should a round fall outside the
scanner’s range, the unit calls
on the 238th to pinpoint the ene-
my'’s location.

Last year the 238th Field
Artillery Detachment totaled
5,000 hours of radar vigilance
and was happy to report “no
incidents of mortar attacks”.

‘by North Vietnamese (NVA)

Montagnard “Strikers” and the
Ivy division’s “Panthers” have
evacuated 15 villages threatened

troops operating in that area.

Prior to joining the 4th In-
fantry Division unit, the CIDGs
underwent 'extensive training in
anibushes, patrol techniques,
raids and special emphasis on
reconnaissance work.

Staff Sergeant Charlie E.
Carpenter, Madisonville, Ky.,
Special Forces advisor, said of
the training and effectiveness of
the central highlands fighters,
“These men are very conscien-
tious and = aggressive. Their
knowledge of the terrain and
the environment makes them
extremely proficient on recon-
naissance type operations.” ;

Private First Class Gary Paul,
San Diego, a rifleman with A
Company, related one particu-
lar incident. ‘‘Just before we got
out tracks (APC’s), we were op-

erating -in dense jungle with a

group of CIDG’s working as
scouts, when one of them shout-
ed and began firing into the
brush. Then the remainder of
the group charged what was
a well-concealed NVA ambush.
They moved right in there,
pumping lead into the surprised
Charlies.”

“They were somewhat skepti-
cal of our newly acquired
APC’s, but now they’ve become
adept at applying tactics pe-
culiar . to a mechanized unit.
They are some. of the best
fighters I've seen.”

Mutual Assistance
Via Joint Patrols

Long Binh (USA)—The desk sergeant at the Qui
Nhon Military Police station answers the phone, then
tersely announces to his roving joint patrols, “Fight!,”

and gives them an address.

Within seconds, police
muddy streets. Arriving at
dismount running. Minutes
vehicles, offendars in hand and
peace restored.

Whether the case involves a
minor incident or a major crime,
its solution is helped by the use
of joint patrols,’ composed of
American, Australian, Korean
and Vietnamese police, whose
program of language liaison and
mutual assistance helps to main-
tain law and order in the midst
of war,

For example, if a soldier and
a Vietnamese taxi driver are in-
volved in a fare dispute, a joint
patrol team can easily break
through the language barrier to
get both sides of the story, then
quickly settle the question on

the spot. -
A major by-product of the
joint patrol operation is in-

creased understanding:. and

-friendship among the Free World

Forces. In Qui Nhon, an ROK
MP eats and sleeps, works and
relaxes with C Company of the
504th MP Battalion. It’s evident
from the comradeship which de-
veloped between him and  his
American counterparts that the
system is paying dividends.

In Saigon, the situation is much
the same, as members of the
716th MP Battalion carry out
their duties jointly with Aus-
tralian, Korean and Vietnamese
police forces.

In Cam Ranh Bay, members
of the 97th MP Battalion work
in conjunetion with the Air Po-
lice to provide law and order on
the massive Army-Air Force
base. ’

Come Fly With Me

Lady Bird's W

Saigon (USA)—A lady npilot
with 700 hours flying time and
249 days sea duty has been as-
signed as the dietary st_aff ad-
visor for the 44th Medical Bri-
gade in Vietnam.

Major Mary A. Armstrong,
Janesville, Wisc., is one of four
U.S. Army Medical Specialist
Corps dietitians serving in Viet-
nam. All four dietitians are as-
signed to the 1st Logislica_l Com-
mand. ;

She will manage all aspects
of the food service operations
for the 44th Medical Brigade's
17 hospitals. I will, no doubt,
spend a lot of time visiting the
brigade’s many hospitals all
over the country,” Major Arm-
strong said.

“Of course, many of those
trips will be made by plane.
Unfortunately though, I'll have
to seltle on being a passenger
on those trips.”

A 1939 graduate of St. _Olaf
College, Northfield, Minn.,
Major Armstrong served as a
dietetic intern at Walter Reed
Hospital as a civilian in 1943
and 1944. She received a du‘ept
appointment as an officer in
1944,

Major Armstrong has both a
private pilot’s license and an in-

ith Med Brig

Major Mary A. Armstrong
strument rafing. Much of her ‘4§ 1945 and 1946 on the Army hos-

flying time has been in a Piper
Cherokee. ]
Her sea duty was served in

pital ship Acadia. Major Arm-
strong made three trips in the
Pacific and seven Atlantic {rips.

vehicles race through the
the scene of trouble, MPs
later, they return to their

Shoot Now,

Build Later

Rach Kien (USA) — Construce-
tion minded troops of the 9th
Infantry Division’s 3rd Brigade
in the Mekong Delta village of
Rach Kien have been turning
lumber salvaged from ammuni-
tion boxes into everything from
lockers to bridges.

Houses abandoned by Viet-
namese villagers during the era
of Viet Cong control and now
occupied by troops of the 3rd
Battalion, 39th Infantry, have
been improved by the addition
of wooden floors, walls and
doors, all constructed from dis-
carded artillery and ‘mortar
shell hoxes.

Boards from the ammunition
crates have gone into tables,
chairs, foot lockers, fences and
even foot bridges. Walls of
ammo boxes packed with Delta
mud for additional strength
form protective bunkers for am-
munition storage and mortar
positions.

Most of the bexes come from
A Battery of the 2nd Battalion, ~
4th Artillery. The men of that
105mm howitzer battery con-
structed a 10 by 20-foot club
room for its enlisted men. Pri-
mary building material? Lum-
ber from 105mm artillery round
boxes, of course.

Captain Walter E. Cramer III,
Savannah, Georgia, Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Com-
pany, said, “If they ever start
packing artillery and mortar
rounds in plastic bags, the lack
of building materials would
make many of the conveniences
our men have virtually impossi-
ble to obtain.”

Members
9th Inf Div
Honored

Tan An (USA) — Twenty
members of the 9th Infantry
Division received the Vietnam- »
ese Cross of Gallantry from
Lieutenant seneral  Nguyen
Khang, commanding general of
the III Corps tactical area.

The awards were presented fo
the men for their actions dur-
ing Operation Enterprise. At

_one time during the operation,

207 Viet Cong fell in a battle
that lasted over two days five
miles west of Rach Kien.

Receiving crosses were men
of the 3rd Brigade Headquar-
ters; 3rd Battalion, 60th Infan-
try; 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry
{(Mechanized); 3rd Battalion,
39th Infantry; 2nd Battalion,
4th Artillery; and the 15th Engi-
neer Battalion.

Nine of the crosses presented
had Gold Stars (equivalent to
the American Silver Star) and =
11 had Silver Stars (compar-
able to the American Bronze
Star).
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VICTIMS OF VC GRENADING—Three Vietnamese civilians lie in hospital beds of the
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My The Province Hospital. Approximately 30 were injured, 15 seriously, when a lone
VC terrorist threw a hand grenade into a crowd of 250 persons that had gathered in
the Than Phu village marketplace to watch a television program.

(Photo by IV Corps, MACYV)

Grow Old Quickly

Just 28 Minutes

Dong Ha (USMC)—A Marine can grow old very
quickly in Vietnam. Ask 18-year-old Marine Noel D.
Redding, Hillside, Md.; he lived “a lifetime” in just 28

minutes.

During that period, the distance of one-sixteenth of

an inch and a small piece of
the Marine from death.

Redding triggered the drama
when he stepped on a mine dur-
ing Operation Big Horn 28 miles
northwest of Phu Bai. Reacting
instantly to the deadly “click”,
Redding froze on the spot and
velled for nearby Marines to
clear the area.

Redding, a machinegunner
with the 1st Battalion, Ninth
Marine Regiment, said his
“‘company was sweeping a vil-
lage on line when we came to a
gully crossing the rice paddies.
As I crossed the gully, T noticed
a punji trap and stopped to rip
it up.

“1 destroyed it, turned, and
began to walk away when I
heard something click. The first
thing I thought about was a
mine. The toe of my left foot
had depressed one of the three
prongs of the mine.

“I put all my weight on my
left foot, unslung my rifle and
put it on the ground, and called

Children’s
Hospital,
Done Over

Saigon (USA)—Saigon’s Cloth-
ing Sales Store, which is fre-
quently called on to fill large
worders for uniform items, was
given a big pair of shoes to-fill
late last year.

The request, which came
from U.S. Army Headquarters
Area Command’'s (USAHAC)
Civie Actions Office, was to pro-
vide assistance to a deserving
children’s hospital in Saigon.

The Nhi Dong Children’s Hos-
pital, caring for almost 500 Viet-
namese youngsters who range in
age from newly-born infants to
12-year-olds, was in eritical need
of labor to improve the hospital
building and of supplies to assist
in the children’'s care.

The eleven men who staff the
Clothing Sales Store began their
effort last fall, when on their
own time and with materials
donated from USAHAC’s Post
Engineers, they assisted in
building the hospital’'s first
shower. Plumbing was needed to
insure adequate washing facili-
ties for the hospital’'s patients.

Concurrently with the shower
installation, Captain Richard A.
Harman, Sullivan, Mo., deputy
chief of the Civie Actiens Office,
#¢onducted an inventory to deter-
mine which supplies were the
most critical.

Fast action after the inventery
brought in sheets and beds to
help the crowded 240-bed hos-
pital take care of a larger num-
ber of patients.

Civic Action rapidly followed
up with five tons of multipurpose
high protein food supplement
and large quantities of soap and
disinfectant.

Meanwhile, the men of the
Clothing Sales Store, assisted by
the hospital personnel, began an
old fashioned “G.I. party."” The
three story hospital was swept,
mopped, scoured, washed and
painted.

The operation recently came
into its final stages when the
‘4ust touches of paint were put
on the hospital’'s wooden win-
dow frames,

_Qui Nhon (USA)—A former
headquarters for the Viet Minh
and the Viet Cong, the Nha Da
Catholic Church on Highway 1,
25 miles from Qui Nhon, is now

| once again the center of religion,
. education and medicine for the

My Heip village, Phu My dis-

| trict.

The history of the Nha Da
church dates back to the turn of
the century when French mis-
sionaries erected it and installed
a 15 foot crucifix. In 1950, Viet
Minh moved into the church,
driving most of the villagers
away or killing them. This was
the situation until a few years
ago when American bombers, in
an attempt to flush the Viet Cong
[rom the area, damaged much
of the church.

In 1966, the Vietnamese start-

ed drifting back into My Heip'

and 20 missionaries from Saigon
started rebuilding the church.
Since then a refugee village has
sprouted with the people engag-
ing in farming the land, herding
cattle and gathering rice.
Under the guidance of Father
Dang "Ngoe Huon, head of the
church and school, and Father
Tran Tinh Tan, minister of edu-
cational and cultural affairs,
there is a successful grammar
school, seminary and dispensary
to take care of the more than
400 villagers. f
In addition to the large
church, the Friars, as the
fathers call themselves, operate
a full-time dispensary with one
doctor and two female nurses.
An American captain with an
advisory team in Phu My has
provided assistance in the form
of medical and technical advice.

Perhaps the greatest joy to the

U.S. Losses

Washington (AFNB) — DoD
Statistics show that 9,226 U.S.
service personnel lost their lives
in Vietnam from hostile actions
from Jan. 1, 1961 through April
22, 1967. Additionally, 1,935 lost
their lives from non-hestile
action causes.

Friars is the educational system.
There ate more than 300 ele-
mentary school children en-
rolled. The boys and girls, rang-
ing in age from 6 to 14, come
from throughout the Phu My
district.

Although presently there is no
high school, Father Tan takes
great pride in showing plans for
the soon-to-be started 500-student
high school. The school will be
situated on a site which has been
cleared and leveled by the U.S.

WASHDAY MIRACLE—Specialist 4

Largent, Tenn., 81mm squad leader with the Ivy Division’s
A Company, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry, finds time dur-
ing the lull at the battalion’s fire support base to wash
(USA Photo)

his fatigues.

Progress Well on lts Way
At Former VC Headquarters

Army Engineers of A Company,
35th Engineer Battalion (Com-
bat), 45th Engineer Group, The
two-story structure will contain
30 classrooms as well as a dis-
pensary.

Catholic organizations in Sai-
gon are providing most of the
material and financial support
for the high school. In addition,
world Catholic organizations,
such as Maryknoll in the United
States, are furnishing food,
medicine and clothing.

John S, Asﬁwu;th,

tile were all that separated

my gunner back.”
The gunner began to probe the

‘earth near Redding’s foot with

his bayonet and discovered the
mine. Redding told the gunner
to pick up his machinegun and
for  everyone to evacuate the
area.

Private First Class Gary N.
Kauper, Brookfield, Wisc., who
had only 26 days until rotation
back to the States, worked to
disarm the mine for the next 28
minutes as Redding stood un-
moving,

“The first thing I knew about
it was when I heard the call
‘engineer up’.” Kauper said.
“When they told me the situa-
tion T thought ‘Oh, God’,” he
said.

Kauper took off his helmet
and pack and cleared away the
dirt from-around the mine. Red-

~ding said, “Kauper’s eyes got

real big and he said, ‘It’s a
bouncing betty’.”’

Redding asked, “Is that the
one that jumps up in the air
and blows up?”’

Kauper told him, “‘yes.”

“Kauner told me to keep all
amy weight on my left foot be-
cause the firing pin lacked only
one-sixteenth of an inch for
detonation.” Redding said. “My
foot looked like a tree in a hur-
ricane, it was shaking that
much,” he added.

“There was a piece of tile
between the sole of my boot and
the prong of the mine. Occa-
sionally I could ‘hear’ it slipping
and was sure the engineer
wouldn’t disarm’ it in time,”
Redding said.

Kauper said the plunger of the
mine was halfway home. He
called for some wire but the
nearest thing available was a
safety pin from a bandolier.

“I bent it like a fish-hook and
fried to insert it into the safeiy
hold, Tt wouldn't go. 1 had te
get a bayonet and push’ the fuse
even further down to insert the
pin in the hole,”” Kauper said.

For added safety, Marines
then piled six flak jackets
around the mine, one around

-each leg and one around Red-

ding’s exposed back.

Redding was told to jump
away from the mine. “I jumped.
It was the longest two seconds
of my life, but it didn’t go off,”
he added with a grin.

Kauper said he was calm
while disarming the mine, but
“after it was all over I began
shaking like a leaf, If T had
really thought about it all, T
don’t think I could have done
i

Viets Speak
With Drawl

Cam Ranh Bay (USA)—Ameri-
can servicemen newly arriving
in the Cam Ranh Bay area may
be surprised to meet some Viet-
namese who speak English with
a distinet Southern-U.S. accent.

A group of men in Headquar-
ters Company, 864th . Engincer
Battalion, 35th Engineer Group
(Construction), and other Cam
Ranh Bay area units have joined
to provide English classes for
local Vietnamese. The group is
beginning to speak English with
a Southern accent since several
of their teachers are from the
South.

-
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CAUCUS—ROK Marines discuss air strikes on

Team Work

Fa

| Corps -

suspected enemy positions.

BINH SON (MACV)—Control-
ling the big guns of the sea,
Naval gunfire, and the strong
arm of the Air Force, Marine
elements of the 1st Air-Naval
Gunfire Liaison Company (AN-
GLICO) bring showers of steel
on VC along the coastal regions
of I Corps.

Armed with map, compass,
and a high frequency radio, the
13-man liaison team at Binh Son
has the task of directing naval
gunfire and airstrikes on target.
The team primarily supports the
ROK marines on operations.

“When I first joined the com-
pany I had trouble understand-

ot : o

NECESSARY SPEED—Corporal Chadwick (rear
stroke victim with rapid action.

ing the Korean marines and
gefting them to understand me,”
said Lance Corperal Gary S.
Fielder.

“Since I had difficulty with
the language barrier, I decided
to learn as much as possible.
After many long evenings with
my counterparts I now have a
working knowledge of the langu-
age,” he added. :

In addition to fire support mis-
‘sions, the team handles medevac
and resupply missions.

While making harassing inter-
diction fire en enemy positions,
the ships use high explosive,

mechanical and variable timed,

Airstrike

shells.
range from frag-
mentation to napalm.

Operating in all four corps

illumination
bomb loads

areas of Vietnam, ANGLICO
teams strive to acquaint Free
World Force soldiers with the
American supporting arms in-
ventory.

Story by
SSgt. G. C. Hicks, USA,
Staff Writer
Photos by
- Sp5 A. Gardner, USA,
Staff Photographer

SWITCH-OFF—Corporal Richard Chadwick, Lynn, Mass.,

(vight) relieves Corporal William Hockler, Kingston, N.Y.,

of the field radio as temperature climbed to 100 degrees.
oy 5 i o

2 i &

LIFELINE—Corporal Hockler (foreground), attached to
the 1st Air-Naval Gunfire Liaison Company, makes cora
nections with medevac helicopter while on a ROK Mar_ine
_ operation near Binh Son.
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of the many new, well equipped buildings on

The administration building is Justone
the campus.

Instructors from the Republic of Korea instruct cadets daily in the art of hand-to-hand
combat. -
fence.

Dalat (USA)—West Point is a long
way from Dalat, Republic of Vietnam,
but the gap is being bridged. An educa-
tional revolution is now underway at
the Vietnamese National Military
Academy that is transforming it into
an institution of higher learning that
will, in the future, make it comparable
to the famous school on the Hudson.

The method of instruction, length
of course and material presented have
all undergone significant changes
through the combined efforts of the
school’s officials and the Military As-
sistance Command, Vietnam (MACV)
staff advisors assigned to the Aca-
demy.

Until the current term, the method
of instruction had been that of the
European educational system. Profes-
sors lectured but did not encourage
cadet participation in the classroom.
Outside assignments were practically
nonexistent. The only tests that were
gi\aen were those at the semester’s
end, ;

Cadets learn in the field

IETNAM’S ‘WEST POINT’

Under the old system a student ! Another innovation borrowed direct-
would begin to specialize in a pap. & from West Point is the posting of
ticular field at a very early stage iy frades, showing where the student
his education. If, for example, a sty.lands scholastically in the -class.
dent chose mathematics, he would flasses are regrouped from top to
study only this subject. Although he bttom according to this standing at
would become highly proficient in that jg-week intervals.
field, he would not be trained to cop-
relate it with other fields of know]
edge. :

graduates of the United States
jlitary Academy. Major Charles M.
dler, Westmont, N.Y., academic

These points were brought out lastE s A
year in a MACV study of the Acg. WviSOT, car%?,(,j"f,d-]‘vt from 3 faculty,
demy. Action was taken immediately | 5}"_’211‘31‘: 1fi:zula0md.csi o
to a{%opl ? oL DIGEICENTERe e > the gadcts \:vith‘ag variety of
Honal system. : " ubjects, is now being followed. The

Lieutenant Colonel Richard F. De- ell-rounded  selection, from basic
Kay, New York, City, senior Academy@lier cos to social studies and lan-
advisor, and his staff have worked yage, will provide a more encom-
with the Academy superintendent, ssing scope of knowledge and assist
Colonel Do Ngoc Nhan, to closely pat. ¢ graduate in his ability to handle
tern the school’s operations after those |

sl s in fields other is par-
of the U.S. Military Academy at West ' .ﬁ;ﬁﬁ;g&gﬂ-ﬂg OthEt Alidn, Instoas
Point. : 2

The Academy was established by

Major changes have been made at :eFrench in 1948 with the Vietnamese

the school in the method of instruc- 4king over complete control in 1954,
tion. Cadets are now tested daily in presidential decree was signed in
each class and have required study 951 lengthening the course of instruc-
assignments each night. Classroom Yn to four years. However, increased
participation is encouraged and cadets hstilities in the nation the following
are often called upon to promote dis- bar, coupled with a shortage of junior
cussions "in class. Smaller classes ficers, forced the Academy to re-
(average student/teacher ratio is 20-1) ‘ain a two-year institution.

are helping promote a more personal ' In September, 1966, Premier Ky
relationship in the classes by provid- gned a proclamation making the
ing more individual attention. etnamese National Military Aca-

i

about militars¥ence. The new

is designed to produce well qualified milary leaders.

-

' Story by I Fiel Force OI
Photos by Sp5.Cleo g:‘l;“"’}‘ ‘John Bertak, USA

All of the advisory team officers

four-year proéra_m

demy an accredited four-vear univer-
sity. The first four-year class is cur-
rently in its second year. These cadets
will graduate not only as officers but
as holders of a bachelor’s degree.

Military -training is constantly im-
pressed upon the cadets from the
time they enter the Academy until
graduation. Classroom and field train-
ing exercises in military science are
an everyday part of the cadet's 37-
week academic year. Each cadet also
receives eight weeks of intensive field
training each summer.

An active intramural athletic pro-
gram has also been started at VNMA

~with the cadets participating in a wide

range of sports. This program helps
to keep the cadets in top physical con-
dition as well as developing a spirit
of competition.

The Vietnamese Academy graduates
officers in all four branches of the
service, Army, Air Force, Navy and
Marines, thus providing for the future
top military leadership in all services.

modern, well equipped laboratories.

Cadets pay close attention as their instructors lecture in English in the all-new language
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A Universal Feeling

Story by 9th Inf Div IO

Preventive Care the Shar

Rach Kien (USA)— Vaccina-
tion, inoculation. Words to strike
terror into the heart of any

grammar school pupil and con-

jure up images of doctors with
wild eyes and fangs.

What child has not trembled
to the tale of grown men fainting
at the touch of a needle on
skin?

And remember that fat kid
down the street who swore that
he had a needle broken off in
his arm and it had to be pulled
out with pliers? The suspicion
and fear of vaccination day is
a universal feeling.

Not long ago, a medical team
from the 3rd Brigade of the
Army’s 9th Infantry Division
sparked a program to immunize
1,068 children and many adults
in three villages against small-
pox and cholera.

The immunization program
was devised by Sergeant First
Class James Bowman, El Paso,
Tex., a medical advisor, and it
was put into aection by the
district health chief in Rach
Kien.

The children’s reaction was
typical. There  were the sur-
prised, the tickled, the *“‘wound-
ed,”” the stoic, the” aloof and
many more.

Drugs are supplied by the
L Long An Province hospital at
Tan An. The shots, administered
free to the children and villagers,
will be given every six months
to keep the protective up to date.

Photos by
Sp4 Gary Dipes, USA

—= SRR LS
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Bong Son (USA) — A broken
tail light, a little girl’s hat and
the arm of a child were the only

recognizable items at the scene
of a typical Viet Cong atrocity

™ along Highway QL-1 between

Bon“ Son and Tam Quan.

Members of the 35th Engineer
Battalion (Combat), 45th Engi-
neer Group, came upon [hl‘:
scene as they set out to deter-
mine what had caused the de-
struction of a culvert along
the road. They found that ap-
parently a Lambretta (small
Vietnamese vehicle) loaded with
people had struck a land mine
planted by the Viet Cong.

After sweeping the rest of the
road, the engineers extracted a
large chunk of shrapnel from
the culvert and turned it over
to an explosive ordnance de-
molition team. It was deter-
mined that a 750-pound bomb
‘had been devised as a land
mine.

Later during the day  three

soldiers were almost killed when |

their five-ton truck struck an-
other mine nearby. The truck
was demolished, but flak vests
worn by the men and sandbags
imm" the truck saved their
ives.

Lambrettas are not equipped
this way and Vietnamese civil-
. ians don’t wear flak vests. As a
result, an undetermined number

“mf innocent, woman, and child-

ren met violent death when their
small vehicle struck the Viet
Cong implanted mine.

Villagers Treated

Xuan Loe (USA)—After con-
ducting intensive security checks
in a village near here, a MED-
CAP team of the 3rd Squadron,
5th Armored Cavalry, 9th In-
fantry Division treated between
120 and 150 people. .

A surgeon, six helpers and
an interpreter entered the vil-
lage and set up an aid station
“at the school house.

R
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Phu Bai (USMC) — An or-
dinary bundle of rice stalks be-
came part® of an international
operation at a small Viethamese
village not far from Phu Bai.

Marine Private First Class

William Taylor, Huntsville, Ala.,
3rd Marine Division civil action
agricultural advisor, acquired a
Japanese rice thresher, designed
to reduce the time and increase
the efficiency rate of a rice
harvest, but didn’t know how to
use it.

To help him, Lieutenant Van
Decker, Corvallis, Ore., of the
Army’s 29th Civil Affairs Team,
contacted the Chinese Agricul-
ture Technical Mission in Hue.
The Chinese team said that they
knew how to run the thresher
and would be glad to demon-
strate it.

Private Taylor made arrange-
ments to transport the thresher
and meet the Chinese team in
a small village not far from 3rd
Marine Division’s headquarters.

Few of the villagers seemed
interested when the team first
began to set up the rice thresher
in a local farmer’s courtyvard.

5.K. Cheng, one of the Chinese
advisors, started a foot pump,
which rolled a barrel inside the
machine. The villagers were
amazed when he held a bundle
of rice stalks over the whirling
barrel and in seconds there
were no grains left on them.
After another demonstration by
Cheng, more and more farmers
tried the rice thresher and soon
over 50 Vietnamese stood in the
small courtyard.

Private Taylor and Lieutenant
Decker worked out a plan to

Rice Thresher Demonstration
Becomes International Affair

PREPARATION—S. K. Cheng, a member of the Chinese
Agricultural Technical Mission, prepares bundle ties for
beaten rice stalks prior to a rice threshing demonstration.

bring the machine back to the
village in two days and the vil-
lagers could bring in their rice
crop and use the machine to
thresh it.

In a single day, the \1[Ia='crq

{(USMC Photo)

threshed their entire season’s
crop, which th\ had just har-
vested.

By the time the next crop is
ready, the village will have its
own l‘l(_& l!neahm

Former NVA Receives Aid
For Year-old Chest Wound

Khanh Duong (USA) — A
former North Vietnamese Army
regular did such a professional
job of guiding paratroopers of
the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne
Division to his former hide-

|

“Don’t worry Pal, I used to run the best tattoo parlor in

Chicago.”

aways that the men helped him
out in return.

They arranged to have a year-
old shell fragment removed
from his chest.

During Operation Summerall,

| Private Nguyen Van Minh sur-

rendered under the Open Arms
(Chieu Hoi) Program. Kighteen
days later, he acted as a guide
for B Company, 1st Battalion
(Airborne), 327th Infantry on a
search and destroy mission.
Specialist 4 Emmett E. Bal-
lree, Mount Olive, N. C., worked
closely with Private Minh and
was impressed by the young
NVA conscript’s jungle lore.
“He showed us VC signs we
would have missed,” he said.
The squad' leader learned his
guide was walking around with
a small but painful shell frag-
ment in- his chest. Captain
Thomas M. Schlaak, TFt.
Benning, Ga., company com-
mander, said, “We enjoyed
working with him and wanted to
help him. The whole company
felt that way.” _
Battalion headquarters made
arrangements to aid Private
Minh when B Company returned
from the field. The operation
was set up by Major James M.
Tajiri, Monterey, Calif., com-
manding officer, 181st Military
Intelligence Detachment. The
detachment was responsible for
the Chieu Hoi returnee while he

- was working for the ““Sereaming

Eagles.”

Specialist 6 Henrik B. Mork
of the brigade Surgeon’s Office
removed the fragment.

Private Minh is from Thanh
Hoa province in North Vietnam.
He was drafted for the duration
of the war. An air strike at
Kontum last April wounded him.

A year later he defected. His
reasons for leaving the NVA
were that he could not get
medical  treatment_ for his
wound, he was sick and field
conditions were poor.

‘Sgt Yorks'
Train for
Deadly Art

Di An (USA)—The story is told
of a Confederate marksman,
armed with a cap-and-ball, sin-
gle-shot rifle, lurking on the
frmﬂm of a Union camp for a
week to assassinate a general.
He had carefully plulled dis-
tances from maps, and he knew
his weapon thoroughly. Finally
he got his man with a single
shot at a range of a full mile.

Although such drastic actions
may never be required in Viet-
nam, the 2d Brigade of the 1st
Infantry Division will begin
training volunteer soldiers to be
expert marksman soon. Twelve
men {rom each battalion will be
accepted for specialized train-
ing. Volunteers will receive a
seven-day course of instruction.

Expert marksman trainees
will be selected from volunteers
who have the highest qualifica-
tion scores with their weapons,
and at least four months’ retain-
ability within the command.
Preference will be given to those
experienced in competi-
tion marksmanship.

At the end of each training
cycle, the eight top men from
each battalion will be selected
and equipped with telescopic-
sight rifles. The selection author-
ity will be looking for men who
display the seven essential re-
quirements of an expert marks-
man: aggressiveness, reliability,
patience, initiative, dedication,
mental discipline, and, of course,
rifle proficiency.

Experience shows that there is
a critical need for expert marks-
men in jungle warfare. In recent
times the U.S. has not made
extensive use of these tech-
niques, but during World War
I1, the Germans and Japanese
used them with great effective-
ness, and some American troops
were (rained in this deadly art
during the Korean War.

25th Inf Div Receives
900 Lb ‘Frozen Cow’

Cu Chi (USA) — “lce cream
on a hot day! What could be
better?’” said men of the 25th
Infantry Division, who recently
received a shiny new ice cream
machine from their grateful
neighbors in Hawaii.

The huge stainless steel ma-
chine was donated by the West
Honolulu Rotary Club of Hawaii
as an expression of their grati-
tude for the work 'being done
by the “Tropic Lightning"' sol-
diers in Vietnam.

Crated in wood, the 900 pound
“Frozen Cow’ was shipped by
air to Saigon where it was
placed on a convoy and de-
livered to the division's base
camp at Cu Chi. The division’s
Special Services Branch took
charge of the gift and installed
it.

During a ceremony held at
Cu Chi's Iliakai WKast Service
Club, the twin-nozzled ice cream
maker was presented to the
troops. Major General John C.
F. Tillson III, division com-
mander cut the ribbon and,
after a brief expression of
thanks to the donors, led his

men in -the sampling of the-

chocolate and vanilla treats.

Captain James P. Flowers,
division Special Services officer,
noted that the machine is capa-
ble of producing more than 45
gallons of ice cream per hour.
The machine is chugging out
two flavors at its normal rate,
but future plans include provid-
ing the men with additional
flavors such as strawberry,
peach and other fruit flavors.

In the days to come perhaps
cones, shakes and even banana
splits will become a reality te
the thousands of men in Cu Chi.

New Look
For Sailors

Da Nang (USN)—Fleet sailors
at the Da Nang Naval Support
Activity are sporting a new look
and liking it. - The new look
ranges from light-weight jungle
fatigues to standard Seabee
greens.

Seabees have been using the
fatigues for years, but the Viet-
nam conflict is responsible for
bringing them to fleet sailors
‘stationed ashore in Vietnam.
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TeamWork
Snares VC
On Beach

Ninh Hoa (USA) — Team
work between a Vietnamese
Navy patrol boat, two U.S.

Army helicopter pilots and two
Republic of Korea (ROK) ser-
geants gathered in a hustling
Viet Cong soldier.

While flying the picturesque
shoreline north of Ninh Hoa on
a routine resupply mission for a
unit of the 9th ROK Division,
Warrant Officer Jack L. Finn,
Fort Wayne, Ind., and Warrant
Officer Bradford M. Jones,
Monterey, Cal., noticed some-
thing developing on the beach
below them. A figure dressed
in black pajamas and burdened
with a heavy pack was scurry-
ing along the sand, apparently
being pursued by a Vietnamese
Navy patrol boat. :

The boat was speeding toward
the shore, but was still 300
yards out at sea. Dropping down
for a closer look, the helicopter
made a rapid, low level pass
over the boat. The sailors waved
at them and frantically pointed
to the man scrambling up the
beach. :

The pilots quickly circled their
aircraft and touched down not
ten feet from the surprised
fugitive. Two Korean sergeants
who were on board the chopper
jumped out and took the man
captive. .

When questioned later at the
ROK battalion headquarters,
the man admitted that he was
a Viet Cong. Still not complete-
Iy sure what had happened to
him, he repeatedly expressed
his displeasure at his unfortu-
nate turn of events.

Medevac

Operates
On Time

Nha Trang (USA) — One of
the big factors in high Ameri-
can morale is that the soldier
knows that if wounded, Med-
evac helicopters will be on the
scene to fly him in minutes

from the battlefield stretcher to

the hospital bed.
The speed and efficiency with

which pilots and airborne

medies operate was demonstrat-
ed recently by the Army’s 498th
Air Ambulance Helicopter Com-
pany (Dust Off).

A Medevace request came in
for a hoist pickup near Ninh
Hoa, 18 miles northwest of Nha
Trang. Within five minutes
Major Warren E. Roller,
Youngstown, Ohio, was aloft in
his UH-1D “Huey” helicopter
and heading towards the pickup
site.

Arriving at the scene Major
Roller, discovered that he had
answered the call so quickly the
landing zone hadn’t even been
prepared yet. So, after orbiting
the area for ten minutes, Major
Roller took his chopper in for
the pickup.

Hovering 30 feet below the
freeline, with the rotor blades
nicking the edge of the frees,
the chopper’s hoist was lowered
ol feet to reach the wounded
soldier. Hanging on with only
his arms and one leg in the
rescue vest, the patient was
hauled aboard and taken to the
8th Field Army Hospital in Nha
Trang,

Not counting” the ten-minute
orbit,. Major Roller’s craft had
arrived at the pickup site, ex-
tracted the man and transport-

ed him to a field hospital in:

just 25 minutes.

HAND-CARRIED—First Sergeant William Pickle pre-
sents the American flag to General W. C. Westmoreland

climaxing its 10,000 mile journey from New York City.

4

Old Glory's Journey

Symbolizes Support

Saigon (MACV)—On Saturday,
April 15, many miles from Viet-
nam’s jungles, in New York’s
Central Park, a band of war
protesters, bitter in their dis-
sent over United States’ policies
in Vietnam, burned an American
flag and stomped it infto the
ground. The act outraged Amer-
icans everywhere. '

Among the cufraged were the

organizers of a ‘“Support Our

Boys in Vietnam’ parade which
took place a month later, also
in New York City. A supporter,
actor Chuck Conners, acquired
from Congressman Edward Re-
inecke (R-Calif.) an American
flag which had flown over the
U.S. Capitol. Congressman Re-
inecke, Conners, parade chair-
man Raymond Gimmler, and
Medal of Honor Society presi-
dent Thomas Kelly went to New
York and raised the flag on the
exact spot of the earlier desecra-
tion, :

Conners then carried the flag
in the “Support” parade down
Fifth Avenue. He brought it back
to Los Angeles with him and,

in the presence of a four-service
honor guard, turned it over to
Sergeant Billy Swindle who car-
ried it to San Francisco.

There Mayor John Shelley for-
mally presented it to Vietnam-
bound First Sergeant William
Pickle who brought it half way
around the world to Saigon. Here
he presented it to General W.C.
Westmoreland, to be flown over
American compounds as a sym-
bol of the support given Ameri-
can fighting men by their fellow
countrymen.

This flag will continue to have
special meaning. Said Chuck
Conners, “If ever an American
flag is desecrated or burned
again on American soil, and I
pray this will never happen, I
will ask General Westmoreland

to return this flag to the United
States.

“I will hand carry it to the
site of that desecration and,
joined by thousands, will rededi-
cate this flag and return it to
General Westmoreland and our
brave fighting men in Viet-
nam,”

Full Course
Instruction
In Forklift

Saigon (USA) — The U.S.
Army Saigon Support Com-
mand’s 506th Field Depot has
begun a series of two-week in-
structional courses that will turn
out. 20 forklift operators each
graduation day.

The idea of taking willing but
untrained Vietnamese and turn-
ing them into qualified forklift
operators was developed by Ma-
jor William R. White, executive
officer of the Depot’s 264th Sup-
ply and Service Battalion.

Since the 506th, one of the
1st Logistical Command’s field
depots, supplies much of the
goods going into Vietnam’s III
Corps sector, forklift operators
are in constant demand by the
depot.

“This course is a way of help-
ing" the Vietnamese to help
themselves,” stated Major
White. “When peace is restored
here, these forklift operators
will have a trade that can help
rebuild their country and make
them self-sufficient,””

The course is taught by Viet-
namese operators and each
graduate is issued a U.S. Army,
Vietnam, forklift operator’s li-
cense that will be valid on any
U.S. military compound in Viet-
nam,

(MACV Photo)

0

STICK WITH THE NAVY—That’s what this

doing. She models a new swim suit stocked by Navy Sea
Stores. It looks good on Australian stowaways and other

beach types friendly to the Navy.

(NSSO Photo)

NVA Troop
Not Happy
With VC

Bong Som (USA) — A North=

Vietnamese Army soldier sur-
rendered near Bong Son to ele- -
ments of the U.S. Army’s 1st
Cavalry Division because he
said that he had become disil-
lusioned with the Viet Cong and
their torture tactics.

He was attached to the 7th
Battalion, 22nd North Vietnam-
ese Army Regiment and had
been with them for the past two
years.

The night before he surrend-
ered he had succeeded in evad-
ing a Ist Cavalry Division am-
bush. He said he had been in a
shack with two friends when
Cavalrymen pounced upon
them. His friends were Kkilled,
but he managed to escape.

He voluntarily surrendered
the next morning. He said that
he would have surrendered
sooner but had been told that
he would be shot by the Ameri-
cans if he did so.

The soldier said he was weary
of Viet Cong treatment to the
Vietnamese who refused to co-
operate or join with the com-
munists. He said he saw them
tortured, wusually so severely
that they would be life-time in-

Sh;-p Well Toniaﬂ

Rifle Company Has Unusual

Saigon (USA) — Whether you
spell it MP or SG, it still means
trouble for would-be Viet Cong
terrovists who pose a threat to
U.S. and Free World Forces in-
stallations in Saigon.

Saigon’s military policemen
are familiar sights to personnel
in the South Vietnamese capi-
tal, but the SGs, or security
guards, who perferm many MP-
type duties in the city, play an
important role alongside their
better-known  counterparts.

According to Lieutenant
Joseph C. Wilson, Apple Valley,

Calif., commander of C Com-
pany, 52nd Infantry, his unit has
an unusual job for a rifle com-
pany. .-“My men pull security
duty at static guard posts,” he
explains, ‘“which frees MPs for
law enforcement duties.

This is a challenging job in a
city like Saigon, where you
never know when the next ter-
rorist attack will oceur.”

Lieutenant Wilson’s company,
along with the 527th MP Com-
pany and one other platoon of
SGs, are all assigned to the
reinforced 716th MP Battalion,
making the 716th the Army’s

largest MP unit of its kind.

Specialist Fourth Class
Charles L. Springer, Greens-
burg, Pa., one of C Company’s
security guards, says of his job,
“We stand an eight-hour shift
every day, seven days a week,
outside U.S. and Free World bil-
lets and key military installa-
tions. From our kiosks (a semi-
circular sandbagged concrete
structure), we keep watch for
possible signs of attack against
our building.”

SGs perform another import-
ant security funetion: furnish-
ing machine gunners for the
MP jeep patrols that roam the

']

valids.

Job

city during late hours.

An MG60 gunner on one of
these patrols, Staff Sergeant
Arlyn P. Wieland, Yakima,

Wash., reflected,” Night patrols
are a lonely job. It gets real
quiet out there after midnight,
and it’s hard to believe that
these are the same Saigon
streets that are so crowded dur-
ing the daytime.”

About 40 percent of C _Com-
pany’s members are former sol-
diers with the 4th, 9th or 25th
Infantry Divisions, with many
of them holders of the Combat
Infantryman Badge.
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1. What major league record

is held by Cincinnati pitcher
Ted Abernathy? :
2. What golfer holds the PGA
record for 72 and nine holes?.
3. What player holds the NFL
record for the most touchdowns
in a pro-football career?
4. Who was the winner of the
1966 Indianapolis 5007
5. Whe was the only filly to
win the Kentucky Derby?
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Bunard Refugees

Get Ran

Bunard (USA) — Hacking,
sawing, and moving dirt and
logs are all a part of the 1st
Infantry Division’s ‘“‘Ranger”
rehabilitation program for  the
Vietnamese refugees of the
Bunard area in War Zone C.

Setting the movement into full
swing is Lieutenant Colonel Ru-
fus C. Lazzell, commander of
the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry.
““These people have come out of
hiding in the jungles at the risk
of being captured by the Viet
Cong,” he said. “They have
asked for our help and we’ll give
it to them.”

Sweating and sunburned, Pri-
vate First Class Joe Dibiaso,
Groveland, Mass., laughed and
shouted, “Get to work, you're
now a member of the ‘Ranger
Peace Corps!’”

At the other end of the
“Ranger’’ camp, groups of sol-
diers were helping move laterite
and logs to add the finishing
touches to a dam that was being
constructed for the refugees of
the area.

Along with the construction of
the dam, the ‘“‘Rangers’’ plan to
enhance the national pastime of
fishing by dumping 10,000 fish
in the reservoir. Private First
Class Ray Mitchell, Mt. Pleas-
ent, Tex., held up a long
slender bamboo pole and yelled,
“if Tom Sawyer can do it, so can
I. Bring on the fish.”

The “Rangers’” were taking
yet another step in the way of
helping the refugees who were

Sightless

(Continued From Page 1)
couldn’t see his instruments and
had to rely on the Lieutenant
to tell -him his landing gear was
down.

Before he touched down, the
bleeding stopped and partial
vision returned to the colonel’s
right eye. He could faintly see

‘the runway rushing toward him,

“I expected to really set down
hard,” he said, “but it was a
real good landing. The best I've
ever made.’’

He could see well enough to
taxi the Skyraider onto a ramp.
The medics cleaned his wounds
and in minutes he was aboard
a Marine helicopter on his way
to the Naval Support Aectivity
hospital at Da Nang. There an
eye specialist removed the glass
from his eye and face.

“Everybody did a real profes-
sional job,” said Colonel Ayers-
man, a veteran of Korea with
two MIGs to his credit.

“My left eyewas my weak
one anyway, but now it seems
to be better than ever. How-
ever, I don't recommend this
method for eye 1mp10vcmcnt 4
he said with a smllo

Caught With
Pants Down

Da Nang (USMC)—A combat
patrol of B Co., 1st Bn., Fifth
Marine Regiment foiled a would-
be quick-change artist.

While searching a hut ap-
proximately 40 miles south of
Da Nang, the 1st Division patrol
discovered a Viet Cong hiding
in the hut's attic. The Marines
surprised the guerrilla by cap-
turing him with his pants down.
He was caught changing from a
green uniform into peasant
a

gers Aid

still out in the jungle hiding. An
Air Force Psychological War-
fare plane was flown to the
“Ranger” camp and a special
message was made by the bat-
talion interpreter.

VC Playing
Possum lIs
Dangerous

Gia Dinh (USA)—A Viet Cong |

playing possum can be a very
dangerous quarry, so learned
Sergeant Robert Ashe, mortar
platoon sergeant, E Company,
4th Battalion, 12th Infantry,
199th Light Infantry Brigade.
During a search and destroy
mission in Gia Dinh province,

* Sergeant Ashe’s platoon had con-

tacted a VC squad and was in
the midst of flanking the survi-
vors, having killed three already
when he ran across a hut in the
path of his advance.

Cautiously, and with rifle at
the ready, Sergeant Ashe en-
tered the hut. In the gloom in-
side lay a dead Viet Cong on a
cot, or at least he seemed to
be dead.

Suddenly the sergeant heard
the click of the release handle
on a hand grenade and saw one
fall from under the VC to the
floor.

Acting quickly, Sergeant Ashe
jumped outside and into a ditch
and escaped the blast, He tossed
a few hand grenades into the
house and produced a secondary
explosion, burning the structure
to the ground.

Besides the “possum’, four
other VC were killed and their
weapons (,apnued

A PICTURE OF HEALTH—Flanked by an mterpreter (left) and his father, little
Huynh Tai is a picture of good health as he is returned to his home in cen.ral ¥ietnam.

(USAF Photo)

He Lives Now Because. ..

(Co'ntimwd From Page 1)

to the province hospital in Phan
Rang.

Vietnamese doctors, nurses,
ward attendants and ether pa-
tients watched Tai take his first
steps. Already, it seemed the
captain was responsible for a
miracle. But the horizons of
Captain Tucker’s hope knew no
bounds for he then furned his
efforts towards a permanent
cure for Tai—an operation to
fuse his spinal column.

The operation demanded a
modern, well-equipped hospital
and a specialist in this field.
Captain Tucker contacted Dr.
Royston Miller, a noted surgeon
and chief of orthopedies at

Orange County Memorial Hos-
pital in Florida, who volunteered
lo operate.

Nearly seven months after
Tai’s condition became known
to Captain Tucker, the Vietnam-
ese boy and his father boarded
a jet transport aircraft that took
them to the United States.

After the operation in Florida
to fuse his spine, the heavy hody
cast was replaced with a lighter

and more comfortable brace,

Months of recuperative care
and additional  medical treat-
ment - brought the now stocky
Tai back to Vietnam.

Since Captain Tucker has re-
turned to the United States, Tai
is now under the care of Dr.
Henry Hamilton, Cheshire, Eng-

Blueprints on Drawing Board
For CB Civil Affairs

Phu Bai (USMC)—Seabees of
Naval Mobile Construction Bat-
talion 62, hased at Phu Bai, are
putting a little extra effort into
their civil affairs program in the
village of Thuy Chau.

Thuy Chau, a four-hamlet vil-
lage located about four miles
north of Phu Bai, has two public
schools, a Catholic orphanage
and Catholic and Buddhist
churches throughout the area.

Backbone of the battalion’s

civil affairs program is the
Medical Civie Action Program
(MEDCAP) conducted six days
a week in the village. Navy
MEDCAP teams are comprised
of hospital corpsman and dental
technicians working under the
direction of battalion medical
and dental officers.

The Seabees are presently

working on plans to build a

dispensary in Thuy Chau which
will be able to handle about 20
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patients.

Other future projects include
providing truckloads of scrap
lumber and bags of cement so
that the v1ilagels themselves
can repair and expand the publie
schools and hauling sand in so
that the villagers ecan fill in the
market place to improve sanita-
tion and alleviate flooding dur-
ing the rainy season,

The battalion chaplain, Wil-
liam Bohart, has made plans to

-join efforts by Pastor Tom Steb-

bins, Christian Protestant Or-
ganization in Hue, to construct
a new Phu Bai Protestant
Church.

“It seems we have a hand in

almost everything that goes on :

in the Thuy Chau hamlets,” said
one civil affairs officer. “We
have made plans for a rice
threshing demonstration, have
acquired some top-grade pigs to
help the villagers improve their
stocks, and we also have plans
to import fish to be planted in
pools for better fishing.”
Members of the battalion have
donated money to bolster the
scholarship funs for Thuy Chau
students, and to help the public
schools defray expenses. Also
boxes of food, elothing, building
materials and scheol supplies
are regularly taken to the vil-
lage to be used by those in need.

land, a member of the Inter-
national Rescue Committee at
the Phan Rang hospital.

Dr. Doan Trinh who was at
the Phan Rang Province Hospi-
tal when Tai was first carried
in said, ‘“‘He is much happier.
He has a straight spine.” The
gift of this straight spine came

about because of a reason not §

hard to understand; an Air
Force capiain who cared.

Art of Jungle

Fighting By

VN Rangers

Tay Ninh (USA) — Soldiers of
the 9th Infantry Division have
been learning the Vietnamese
style of jungle fighting from
the Vietnamese Rangers during
Operations Manhattan and Junc-
tion City III,

A 17-man long range recon-
naissance platoon of the 9th
Infantry Division’s 1st Brigade,
led by First Lieutenant Fred L.
Rodriguez, Honolulu, has ac-
companied Vietnamese Rangers
on search and destroy patrols
in the Tay Ninh area.

“We learned a lot about
jungle patrols from the Viet-
namese,”’ said Captain John
Parker, Little Rock, Ark., sen-
ior advisor to the Vietnamese
Rangers. “They are much more

at home in the jungle than we

are. Working together has help-
ed us bhoth to excel and has
demonstrated that our unit and
the Vietnamese are fighting the
enemy side by side.”

The long range reconnais-
sance platoon, armed with light-
ed weapons, goes into the jungle
with a mission of gathering
intelligence rather than making
contact with the enemy.

During Operation Port Sea
last month, intelligence gathered
by the platoon led to a sweep
by the 2nd Battalion, 39th Infan-
try which netted more. than 60
individual weapons and 50,000
rounds of small arms ammuni-
tion,
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