Engineers and ARVN

Viet Cong Denied Cover of Boi Loi Wood
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Cu Chi (USA)—For more than
20 years the 72 square miles of
dense tropical undergrowth of
the Boi Loi Woods has provided
the Viet Minh and now the Viet
Cong with a sanctuary for guer-
rilla and terrorist operations as
well as a major supply route
between northern and southern
provinces.

This forest area, 35 miles
northwest of Saigon, is the focal
point of II Field Force’s multi-
division Operation Manhattan.

The operation is designed to
deny the enemy of one of his
greatest weapons, concealment,
by clearing portions of the Boi
Loi Woods and giving U.S. ar-

s Foliage

mor access to the area.

It is being carried out by twe
U. S. Army Engineer Battalions
under the watchful eyes of
ARVN Rangers.

Denying the Viet Cong use of
their stronghold is the military
objective of the 25th Infantry
Division’s 65th Combat Engineer
Battalion assisted- by the 588th
Engineer Battalion.

The 65th Engineer Battalion is
initially clearing 2,500 acres of
intertwined shrubs, vines, and
trees. Secondly they are upgrad-
ing ftrails and primitive roads
to single lane military standard
roads for use by supply convoys

Seabees Build SF

c

amp; Ignore Reds

Con Thien (USN)—For 25 days a small detachment

of U.S. Navy Seabees toiled from dawn to dusk, often
under enemy harassment fire, to convert the abandoned
French outpost here into one of the most strategically
~located Army Special Forces camps in South Vietnam. .

Located atop a small hill less than two miles from
the Demilitarized Zone, Con Thien is the western anchor

point for the seven mile long
““death strip’” which was carved
into the heavily wooded coun-
tryside by U.S. Marine engi-
neers. At the strip’s eastern end
is the heavy artillery base at
Gio Linh,

“Several problems faced us

when we arrived here April 8,”
- said Lieutenant (j.g.) A. T. Dun-
( _ran, officer in charge of the 26
“/Seabees from Naval Mobile Con-

struction Battalion Four.

“But we were mostly con-
cerned with getting into some
kind of shelter for the night.”
Using a bulldozer, they -scooped
a hole in the ground, covered
it with boards and dirt, and
crawled in.

Next moring they
work on permanent

- Camera Snaps
~ Familiar Shot—
Its Own Cover

Dong Tam (USA) — A 9th In-
fantry Division photographer re-
cently joined the ranks of bride-
grooms who arrive at the altar
without rings, and machine gun-
ners who click off a few ‘silent
rounds before discovering that
their ammo bearers, with the
ammo, are bringing up the rear.

_ General W. C. Westmoreland,
MACV commander, had just de-
parted a briefing by the 2nd
Brigade commander. As the
general walked to his jeep, the

. part-time photographer went in-

started
sleeping

da action.

“ Click, click, click, snapped the
shutter. Snap, click, snap, it
went as the vehicle slowly
pulled away. ¢

Suddenly, the jeep stopped . . .
General Westmoreland looked
up at the nervous photographer
said quietly, “You've got your
lens cap on there, soldier.”

The embarrassed shutter bug
standing among generals, colo-
nels and other high ranking offi-
cers, thanked the general and
saluted. ;

‘Saving what was left of the
young photographer’s day, the
general stopped his jeep and
gave the surprised cameraman
another chance.

He immediately went into ac-
tion again. Snap, click, snap—
this time having made certain
}he cap was removed from the
ens.

quarters and on the main pri-
ority job at the site—drilling a
deep water well. At first, all
water for the camp had to be
flown in by helicopter from
Dong Ha, 20 miles scuth.

Then they turned to the task
of creating a modern Special
Forces camp from the ruins of
the French outpost.

A South - Vietnamese soldier
triggered a mine while retriev-
ing part of a supply air drop.
It was learned that the entire
area which was to be the center
of the Special Forces camp was
heavily mined with “Bouncing
Bettys.”

While a mine clearing crew
went to work, the Seabees start-
ed consfructing an airstrip for
the camp. Within two weeks the
first Forward Air Controller
(FAC) plane had landed, and in
less than a month U.S. Army
Caribous were landing with sup-
plies and much needed water.

In addition to the obvious re-
quirement for drinking-water,

(Continued on Back Page)
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GOODWILL—Two Vietnamese girls representing the St. John High School of Saigon
presented a gift to Private First Class Faasavilgia Veve Tafao, San Diego, a “Sky Sol-
dier” with the 173rd Airborne Brigade, a patient at the 3rd Field Hospital, who was
among many wounded soldiers to receive goodwill gifts from the 40 visiting students.

| Navy Cross Won With Irish Luck

Da Nang (USN) — A citizen
of Irveland, who leaped on an
enemy hand grenade to save the
lives of two fellow Marines, and
lived to tell about it, was re-
cently awarded the United
States” second ranking medal
for herosim, the Navy Cross.

The combination of raw cour-
age and traditional ‘‘luck of the
Irish” was too much for the
odds-makers. Not only was no
one killed, there were no in-
juries resulting from the Viet
Cong grenade attack.

Corporal Patrick Gallagher,
County Mayo, Ireland, was a
member of H Company, 2nd
Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment,
3rd Marine Division, taking part
in Operation Hastings when the
action occurred.

Early one morning, Gallagh-
er's company was set in defen-
sive positions near Can Lo. Cor-
poral Gallagher,
three other Marines, was in a
foxhole near the company’s
perimeter.

Suddenly, one of several ene-
my soldiers who were attempt-
ing to infiltrate the position,
threw a grenade into the hole.
Corporal Gallagher kicked the
grenade out of the area where

along. with

it exploded harmlessly.

Another grenade followed and
this one landed between two of
Gallagher's fellow Marines. Un-
hesitatingly, he threw his body
on the grenade to absorb the
expected explosion and save his
comrades’ lives. It failed to ex-
plode and the three Marines
with him were ordered out of
the hole.’

While they were scrambling

to safety, two more enemy gre-
nades landed in the position and
exploded—still no one was in-
jured.
_ Corporal Gallagher then rolled
off the grenade he was lying
on, picked it up and threw it
into a nearby river, where it
exploded on contact with the
water.

His courage and unhesitating
self-sacrifice in the face of al-
most certain death saved three
other Marines from probable in-
jury and possible death.

General William C. Westmore-
land, commander of U.S. Forces
in Vietnam, presented the
award to Corporal Gallagher in
ceremonies  at II Marine Ams-
phibious Force headquarters.

Chief Offers Wine Toast For
Redlegs After Village Help

Jackson’s Hole (USA) — The
village was ominously quiet as
the American artillerymen ap-
proached. They made their way,
single file, past craters where
mortars had fallen and past
lethal punji = stakes along the
path into the village.

Another search and destroy
patrol? No, this time the Ameri-
cans were a civic action section
of the 6th Battalion; 29th Artil-
lery who were planning to
‘““adopt” the Montagnard village
of Plei Chung Kiep in the cen-
tral highlands. -

Major William D. Johnson,
Mesa, Ariz., battalion executive

officer, brought an interpreter |

and several battalion members
for the first visit with the chief
and his villagers.

The artillerymen discussed
with the chief how the Ameri-
cans and Montagnards
work together on needed pro-
jects in the village.

As a token of their apprecia-
tion, the chief gave the Ameri-
cans a stalk of bananas, and

invited them to join in the tradi-

tional wine-drinking ceremony.

could”

The Americans would provide

technical assistance in helping
the villagers construct a well,
build a bridge, and establish a
blacksmith shop. In addition, a
Medical Civic Action Program
(MEDCAP) team would visit
frequently to help reduce disease
among the villagers.
- This-was the first civie action
program initiated in the central
highlands by Redlegs of the 6th
Battalion, 29th Artillery, 4th In-
fantry Division, Previous activi-
ties had been concentrated in
Phu Yen Province.
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Commander’s Praise

Millions of words have been written and spoken in
praise of the thousands of American fighting men engaged
in the bitter struggle to safeguard the cause of freedom
against communist aggression in the republic of Vietnam,

The most eloquent praise a fighting man can receive
is that which comes from his commander because there
is a kinship that exists between them based upon mutual
respect and confidence strengthened by the ordeals of

combat.

FHAVER [MolarKay » AFRS

General William C. Westmoreland, commander of the
U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, had this
to say about the American forces there:

“Who are these men? They are mostly youngsters
representing every State of the Union—from the farms,

the cities, the factories and the campuses. They are the
sound product of America’s democratic society. They are

the sum of our educational system, our medical science
and our communications. Their excellent morale results
from knowledge of their jobs, sound military policies, pro-
fessional unit leadership and unprecedented material sup-
port. Their medical cave is superb, their food is excellent
and their mail is carefully handled. Shortages have been

few and of short duration.

“As an individual, the fighting man I command is a
tough, determined professional in battle one day, and
(the) next day, a sensitive, compassionate friend helping
the Vietnamese people. He is a fighter, a thinker, and
a doer. He has seen—at first hand—Communist subver-
sion and aggression at work; he has acquired a deeper
appreciation of the importance of freedom. And from his
ranks in the years ahead will come the confident, alert,
intelligent citizens and leaders who will make this nation’s

future greater than its past.

“With fighting forces like these, a commander can-
not help but look forward with confidence as he views the

military situation.” (AFNB)

Pay Hike Proposal Submitted

Washington (AFNB) — The
Defense Department has sent
congress proposed legisiation te
implement President Johnson’s
recommendations for a military
pay raise,

In a letter to House of Repre-
sentatives Speaker John W. Me-
Cormack, Deputy Defense Sec-
retary Cyrus Vance noted

/)

DOD’s endorsement of the pro-
posed 5.6 per cent monthly base
pay increase. :

The increase would be effeec-
tive Oct. 1, the same date as
proposed. civilian employees 4.5
per cent pay raise.

Monthly increases sought for
military personnel range from
$5.10 for recruits to $112 for
four-star officers.

o 1
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Car Buyers
Take Note:
MACV PM

Saigon (MACV) — Universal
Auto Sales and all its offices,
branches and affiliates in Viet-
nam have been declared- “‘off
limits’" to all U.S. forces per-
sonnel, the MACV Provost Mar-
shal has announced.

The firm has been involved in
“deceptive and highly question-
able business practices pertain-
ing to the sale of automobiles
to U.S. forces personnel in Viet-
nam,"” according. to the an-
nouncement. P

The “‘off limits’ vrestriction
has been based on the recom-
mendation of the Central Armed
Forces Disciplinary Board.

Anyone having complaints
against the firm should forward
a letter stating the nature of
the complaint along with copies
of supporting documents to

Headquarters MACV, ATTN:
MACJ-15, APO 96243. 2

Persons who have already
placed orders with Universal

Auto Sales may enter their of-
fices to discuss the order after
consulting their legal assistance
officer.

All personnel are urged to
purchase automobiles = through

‘the authorized concessionaires -

operating in Vietnam Regional
Exchange outlets. -

Applicdnfs'
NeededFor
Recruiting

Hampton, Va. (ANF) — The
U.S. Army Recruiting Command
is secking enlisted personnel in
grade E-5 or higher for recruit-
ing duty.

Openings exist for both men
and women in grades E-5
through E-7 in most areas of the
Continental United States, Ala-
ska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

Details on prerequisites and
qualifications for recruiting duty
are in Section 111 of AR 601-
275. Anyone interested should
contact his unit personnel offi-
cer or career counselor.

Applicants must have these
basic qualifications: grade -5
or higher, at least six years
service for men and three years
for women, General Technical
Aptitude Area test score of 110
or higher, high school graduate
or General Education Develop-
ment Test equivalent, and hold
a valid civilian or Army driv-
er's license. .

For the best chance of being

aceapted, personnel on overseas-

assignment are urged to submit
their request eon DA Form 1049
at least six months prior to re-
turn to the Continental United
States.

VC Road Mine

Hits Lambrio

-Thanh Giao (USA) — Seven
out of the eight Vietnamese

riding a- three-wheeled Vietnam-

ese ‘“‘Lambrio” . near Pleiku
were killed by a Viet Cong anti-
tank mine embedded in Route

.19, :
. The one survivor was taken

to a . Pleiku hospital with a

-severe head injury. Six of the
ipassengers. were

residents - of
Thanh Giao. Also riding from
Pleiku to Thanh Giao was a sol-
dier of the Army of the Repub-

dic, of Vietnam’'s 11th Ranger

Battalion,

* Regulo-Deposit

Cutting Down Piastro | |
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Goldfinger Bashed:
Ample, Bond Cash

Saigon (USA) — Bond settled
back into the luxurious cushion
of his 4.15 per cent Series E
Stalwart-Thrifty convertible. A
few drops of rain blew off the
Caribbean coast and Bond
pressed lightly on the button
which activated his ' Investo-
matic canvass cover for rainy
days. i

The events of the past few
days still moved uneasily

through Bond’s thoughts as the:

Stalwart-Thrifty sped along the
green vistas of the island of
Security. Still froubled by Gold-
flinger's threat to subvert the
local economy by reckless in-
flation-provoking expenditures,
Bond glanced impatiently at his
18.75-jewel Conservo-Maturity
timepiece.

What was it that Goldflinger
had said? ‘“Seven years is all

(it will take, Bond. Seven years,

and youll be repaid with in-
terest for all vour troubles!"

Was it a threat or a promise? -

Bond wished he knew.

Suddenly, on the convertible’s
back seat, Bond’s beautiful com-
panion, Ample Windfall, stirred.
“Don’t you have an umbrella
for a rainy day?” she purred.

Bond glanced back at the
green-eyed beauty with his usu-
al interest, looking through his
forward-looking
rearview mirror. “Are you

‘ready for the payoff, Ample?”

Bond asked.

Her eyes widened as her in-
terest grew. “The payoff? So

soon?"”’
Bond nodded. “The terms
were seven years, remember?

‘Four for every three was what

the Commander agreed. That's
the system, Ample, and that's
what we have te buck.”

She knew. But seven years
had been such litfle time. She

‘and Bond had hardly had their
- full allotment of ‘each other, she
reflected. :

‘The roar of a turho-jet heli-
copler overhead cut into their

would be Piastro,” Bond mut-
tered aloud.

Ample heard him. “Piastro?”
she said. “Who's he?”’ ;

Bond’s lips tightened and his
fingers whitened as -they
gripped hard on the Freedo-Re-
public  power steering mecha-
nism. He rolled the name acress
his tongue. ‘Piastro. One of
Goldflinger’s arch henchmen,”
Bond said. ‘“‘He controls our
future in this area. If we could
cut down on Piastro, a lot of
ithmgs would be different around
\ere

Ample understood. “You
mean we may have to tighten
our belts!”

Bond nodded in assent.
“That’s the forecast. It's the
only way we can manage things.
If Piastro isn’t converted to our
way of thinking, there’s no tel-
ling what price we might have
to pay.”

Out of the corner of his eve,
Bond glanced at ‘the Rapid-
Conversion lifesaving device
built ingeniously into the Stal-
wart-Thrifty convertible.
Piastro’s chopper was in his
gun-sights,

The time was at hand. Bond
shifted his right foot from the
‘Spendo-Spree  accelerator and
jammed down hard on the Al-
loto-Monthly instant saving de-
vice. The powerful missile rose
rapidly from its launcher, ex-
ploded against the unprotected
belly of Piastro’s helicopter, and
dug deeper into the craft's vitals
as it plunged into the green
ocean surrounding Security.

Bond ran his fingers through
his dark hair. *We had a close
call, Ample, How, about. a
swim?" ;

She looked -startled. “But I'm
not covered with anything!’

Bond grinned. “Nonsense,”” he
said, “You're covered with the
best protection in the world.”

“What's that?” Ample asked.

“By Bond,” he said, and they

let it go at that.

thoughts without warning. *“That

spray
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Pilots Set

Stage for
Mission

Da Nang (USAF) — Psycho-

logical warfare pilots of the 9th

Air Commando Squadron com-
pleted a three-area experimental
program, broadcasting taped
messages and dropping leaflets
in advance of spray flights
which fight the Anopheles mos-
quito, carrier of malaria.

“Our role was to prepare the
civilian population in the spray
areas for the flights, and to
convince them that it is to their
common good to accept them as
an attempt on our part to elimi-
nate a dangerous enemy,"” said
Captain Richard T. Missman,
San Diego, assigned as a pilot
of a U-10 Helio-Courier. ‘“We
broadcast many hours of tapes
and dropped thousands of
leaflets over three selected out-
lying areas, telling the people
on the ground of the impending
spray flights.

Then again, on the day of the
operation, as the
especially equipped C-123
Provider began its spraying
passes, we flew over
telling the people that this was
the flight we had been
advertising, and that we were
only after mosquitos.

“Since the spray aircraft fly
only about 150 feet above the
ground, and are especially sus-
ceptible to giound fire, we felt
our preparation of the areas had
been successful, as shooting at
the spray flights was nil.

“The insecticide used in these
spray missions is the same as
that used over our own base
living and industrial areas, and

. has proven itself to be extremely

effective. It is not harmful to

. people, animals or crops but it

is deadly for mosquitos.

“We have used it several
times over Da Nang, and the
mosquito has virtually ceased
to be a problem here.”

Due to the encouraging results
of the three area test program,
plans are currently underway to
expand the mosquito control
program in other areas in the
near future,

AF Drops Boards

Washington (AFNB)—The Air
Force is eliminating E-3 promo-
tion hoards. Also, in many cases

_ promotions to E-4 and E-5 are

being made earlier .in an in-
dividual’s career than in the
past.

again,

ROK-Supporting Marines Commended

Story and Photo by

Sp4 John Morgan, USA

Staff Writer

Tan Son Nhut (MACV)—Silver
Star Medals have been awarded
to two U.S. Marines for gal-
lantry in action while serving
with Republic of Korea (ROK)
Marines in Vietnam.

Sergeant Kenneth C. Camp-
bell, Bellingham, Wash., and
Corporal John P. Houghton,
Philadelphia, were presented the
awards by Brigadier General
John R. Chaisson, Director,
Combat Operations Center, Mili-
tary Assistance Command, Viet-
nam, in a ceremony at Tan Son
Nhut,

The two Marines, members of

Fleet Marine Force’s First Air
and Naval Gunfire Liaison Com-
pany, accompany ROK Marine
Corps’ 2nd Brigade as radio
operators and forward air con-
trollers.

After clearing a village in
Quang Nhai Province February
1, Sergeant Campbell’s platoon
became heavily engaged with an
enemy force and immediately
sustained several casualties. Ser-
geant Campbell radioed for a
medical evacuation helicopter,
but it was- unable to land due
to heavy enemy ground fire.

According to the citation,
“When it appeared that the

friendly position was going to
be overrun by the enemy, Ser-

geant Campbell found a rela-
tively secure ditch for himself
and a wounded Korean Marine,
and then directed an air strike
of 1,000 pound bombs to within
30 yards of his own position."”
Sergeant Campbell admin-
istered first- aid to his com-
panion, ‘‘then carried him sev-
eral hundred yards in a series
of precarious escape and eva-
sion maneuvers to an area of
relative safety. Sergeant Camp-
bell . . . was largely responsible
for the survival of 17 - Korean
Marines that were rescued.”

Corporal Houghton was on
patrol with the ROK 2nd Bui-
gade near Chu Lai January 10
when the patrol came under in-

GALLANTRY—Marine Sergeant Kenneth C. Campbell (right) and Corporal John
P. Houghton (center), receive Silver Sturs from Brigadier General John R. Chaisson,
Director, Combat Operations Center, Military Assistance Co'mm'and,“ Vietnam.

Chieu Hoi Returnees Cited
For Saving American Lives

Cu Chi (USA) — Two former
Viet Cong officers have been
cited by U.S. Military officials
for their part in-aiding elements
of the 25th Infaniry Division to
uncover enemy base camps and
large quantities of weapons and
food.

Nguyen Van Ngo and Tran

Van Bay voluntarily turned
themselves in under the Chieu
Hoi program and have been
cuiding men from the 4th Bat-
talion, 9th Infantry, since the
start of Operation Manhattan.
Colonel Francis S. Connaty,
Annandale, Va., 1st Brigade
commander, presented the two

'Patien'ce Is. A Virtue

It's ‘Bigger Game Ahead!

Thu Duc (USA) — “Waiting
for the big one” and using the

element of surprise is not the

exclusive property of the Viet
Cong proved Sergeant First

I . Class Daniel Oyama, B Com-

~pany, 4th Battalion, 12th In-
fantry Brigade.
Dropped - off by a River

Assault Group boat along a

. major stream east of Thu Due,
-Sergeant Oyama’s platoon
“moved under the cover of dusk

to a. new :location downstream

. from the debarkation point. The

men were just getting into

* position when a ‘sampan ap-
- ‘peared barely fifty meters from
- the forward edge of the platoon.
.. As’Sergeant Oyama prepared
¢to open fire; he spotted three

E AL Lt ket e o b e Sy

more sampans further up the
stream, approaching in a tight
eroup. The second group ‘of
sampans seemed to be a prize
catch, as they were riding lower
in the water apparently fully
loaded. Allowing the single
sampan to pass unmolested, he

~ noticed the man on board signal-

ing the rear three to come
ahead, evidently assured the
area was safe.

As the three VC sampans
pulled alongside the platoon’s
position, Sergeant Oyama gave
the order to open fire to the

_near machinegun. With the ma-

chinegun’s tracers showing the
way,: the whole platoon opened

‘up and in less:than a minute it |

was all over. The VC were so

startled that their small volume
of return fire was wholly inef-
fective.

Seven VC, all on board, were
dead, and the three sampans
drifted aimlessly, two of them
running aground on the opposite
bank, the third spinning further
downstream.

The next morning, the platoon
searched the two closer sam-
pans and on board were found
two claymore mines, a grenade
and some clothing. Later in the
day the third sampan was found
and searched. It contained two
boxes of rifle ammunition, a
map of the area and some more
-clothing. .

This is one story where the
“‘big one” didn’t get away.,

Hoi Chanh (Chieu Hoi re-
turnees) with cash awards.

“We have taken them out on
operations with us,’”” remarked
Colonel Connaty, ‘‘and they have
invaluable knowledge about the
entire area. They told us they
knew where certain depots
were . . . and they did.”

During a recent search and
destroy mission with the
“Tropic Lighning” soldiers,
Tran Van Bay spotted a Viet
Cong claymore mine in timqe to
save the lives of two American
officers. ““This alone,” said Colo-
nel Connaty, “justifies our show
of appreciation and respect for
them.”

Both Hoi Chanhs have been
volunteering to accompany the
battalion on sweeping opera-
tions. Each says that he is con-
vinced that more Viet Cong
would defect if they knew what
the Chieu Hoi program meant.

The two  are playing aclive
roles in the psychological war-
fare program of the 25th Infan-
try Division by appealing to
other Viet Cong to join and aid
the government cause.

Commented Ngo, ‘“The Chieu
Hoi program is more than
promises. It offers more securi-
ty and a better life. It means
freedom. This is exactly what

I'm trying to tell the Viet Cong.”,

tense small arms and grenade
attack from the enemy. He im-
mediately ran forward through
intense enemy fire to administer
first aid to the wounded.
Finding a radio that had not
been damaged, he requested
medical evacuation helicopters
to fly out the casualties.
After four helicopters had suc-
cessfully extracted wound-
ed ROKs, a fifth aireraft re-
ceived heavy enemy fire, wound-
ing the crew chief and forcing
the chopper to ecrash land.
As his citation states, “Expos-
ing himself to enemy fire, Corpo-
ral Houghton moved across an
open rice paddy to the downed
aircraft, administered to the
wounded man and called for an-
other helicopter to rescue the
crew and remaining casualfies. o
Refusing to be evacuated at this
time, he remained throughout
the night with a small contingent
of Korean Marines left behind
to guard the downed helicopter.
“His unit was relieved and
subsequently evacuated the fol-
lowing day after having spent
22 hours under continuous threat
of enemy attack.”

Banana Leaf
For Tobacco
Pays For Aid

Phu Bai (USMC)—An unusual
thank you given during a weekly
sick call for the villagers of
Phong Dien will be remembered
for many years by the 4th
Marine Regiment MEDCAP pro-
surgeon, Navy Lieutenant
Theodore D. Gross, Sherman
Oaks, Calif. :

Lieutenant Gross, during a 4th
Marine Regiment MEDCAP pro-
gram, treated a woman with a_
respiratory problem who had
walked tTn from a Viet Cong-
controlled village 10 miles away.

In a gesture of thanks to Lieu-
tenant Gross, she presented him
a tobacco pouch made from a
banana leaf wrapped in gift
paper. z

Elections at
Local Level
Successful

Saigon (MACV) — An overall
average of 77.6 per cent of the
registered voters turned out to
cast their ballots in the 984 vil-
lages in which elections were
held during April,

The Vietnamese Special Com-
missariat for Administration in
Saigon, publishing the consoli-
dated returns, also announced
that 8,964 village officials were
elected to serve their villages in
43 provinces. Due to losses in<
natural leadership through VC
murders, kidnappings and fer-
rorism, there was an average of
one and one-half candidates for
each office on the village coun-
cils.

More than 24 million villag-
ers out of a registered 3 million
turned out to vote. Although
South Vietnam’s population is
estimated at 16.5 million, the
average age is only 16, so con-
siderably less than half the
population can register to vote
under ideal conditions. Regis-
tration for the April village

elections — ‘in areas relatively
free from VC control — totaled
3,233,441, :

In the election of hamlet
chiefs, which began 14 May and
will span several weeks, 80 per
cent of the registered voferss
have participated.
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Oil Rigger
Helps Dry
Well Flow

Pleiku (USAF) — Major Joe
W. Ross, Ft. Worth, nicknamed
“The Texas Roughneck’, using
his oil well experience, brought
in a water well for the villagers
of Plei Bong, located near the
Pleiku air field.

Because of near drought con-
ditions in the central highlands,
the village's two springs began
drying up, posing a serious

rater problem.

The village is being support-
ed by Major Ross' unit, B
Flight, 4th Air Commando
Squadron, as a civic action
Zas project.

On visit to this Montagnard
-village, Major Ross spotted an
old pump and through an inter-
preter learned that the well had
not worked for more than two
years.

Having worked on oil rigs
around his hometown arvea, Ma-
jor Ross gathered in a couple of
assistants, Airman First Class
Gregory Pallitto, Newark, and
Airman Second Class Barretit A.
Wilson, Sacramento, and took on
the task of fixing the well.

Calling on assistance from the
villagers, the pump and water
pipe, some 60 feet in length,
were hoisted out of the well.
While the villagers cleaned and
replaced the pump mechanism,
a broken yoke was brought back
to the air field and repaired.

With the entire village in au-
dience, the Americans primed
the repaired well pump and for
the first time in more than two
years, water again flowed.

When the monsoon rains
come, the springs will no doubt
run again, but until then - the
village will have water.

Villagers

Get New
Home Life

Phouc Pho (USA) — Seventy-
one Vietnamese have pulled up
stakes in their hamlet located
in a Viet Cong area and moved
into a newly constructed village
that was begun with the help
of the 9th Infantry Division’s
1st Brigade during Operation
Port Sea.

The villagers built houses with

lumber given to them by the

1st Brigade. The 1st Brigade
also added a number of live-
stock and fowl to the wvillage
stock. Twenty-eight head of cat-
tle were donated by the bri-
gade to boost the hamlet’s herd
to 53, and chickens, captured

from the enemy during a search:

and destroy mission, were given
to the village.

“On the first day of the evac-
uation there was one nine-year-
old boy who was alone, his
parents were not in the village,”
explained Major James C.
Adam, Civic Affairs Officer.

“The same night he vanished.

. “We thought he was gone for
good, but the next night he
came back with his mother,
- father, and three sisters. They
asked to be allowed to join the
village and now are included
in the roll.”’ {

“So far the villagers have
been extremely cooperative,”
said Major Adam. “We make

~ suggestions to improve housing
“ conditions and they fellow
them,”

'No Peace tor Children

|

SNIPER VICTIM—Le Sau, age 11, was shot twice by a VC sniper while riding on a
Vietnamese Army vehicle. ; (USA Photo)

1 St I( th |

et L An Khe (USA) — Eleven-year-
old Le Sau, a Vietnamese boy
from the village of Nhuan An,
was-fascinated with the grown-
up world of the military and
its machines.

Near the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion’s Landing Zone English he
hitched a ride with some Viet-
namese soldiers on their
armored personnel carrier. The
boy was riding atop the APC
when a shot rang out. He
slumped to the deck of the vehi-
cle, his leg smashed by a Viet
Cong bullet.

The Vietnamese soldiers tried
to shield the boy with their own
bodies, but again the enemy
took careful aim, and a second
bullet tore into him.

Today Le Sau lies in a hos-
pital at Bong Son with a
crippled leg that doctors say
will be damaged for life. The
bullets were removed from his
leg, and his fever has lessened,
but Le Sau expresses .an adult
hatred for the enemy that has
ruined his life.

Across the aisle from Le Sau
lies another victim of the Viet
Cong, a 17-year-old girl whose
legs are wrapped with bandages
that cover wounds still oozing
blood.

Beside her bed stands her
father, his face reflecting the
horror he first felt when he
heard his daughter’s screams
and ran to find her broken and
bleeding, the innocent victim of
a VC booby-trap planted on a
path in his field.

Stem Gold Flow

Help stem the gold flow. Buy

i

-year-old girl was seri-

BOOBY-TRAP VICTIM—This 17

ously wounded by a VC booby-trap planted on her father’s
farmland. Her father left his crops to stay with her at a
(USA Photo)

hospital.

American-made products,

c. .I.

CU CHI (USA) — Right Viet-
namese civilians held captive
by the Viet Cong for five
months were freed by elemenis
of the 25th Infantry Division
during a search mission in
April. . 3

The prisoners were being held
as forced laborers in an area
15 miles west of Saigon.

Members of B Company, 2nd
Battalion, 27th Infantry, found
three captives shortly after their
helicopter assault landing. “My
1st Platoon radioed in,”’ related
Captain Thomas Mannix, com-
pany commander, Dayton, Ohio,
“that three Vietnamese had
been found bound and blindfold-
ed. Their bonds were so tight
that their skin was blanched
white.”

As the three were evacuated
fo the battalion rear, three more
Vietnamese were found, {wo
bound and blindfolded and a
third sitting in a hedgerow.
Soldiers searching the area
found a rifle hidden in the
nearby brush.

The Vietnamese, who was not
bound, later admitted that he
was a Viet Cong charged with
guarding the prisoners. It
looked like he was trying te
make us think he was a prisoner
too,”” Captain Mannix com-
mented.

Further searching found iwo
more captives lying in a ditich,
again bound and blindfolded.

Intelligence officers found that
the eight men had been captured
by the VC and pressed inte
forced labor for the past five
months.

Sgt's Luck
May Take

Turn Yet

Duc Pho (USA) — Sergeant
James A. Hull, five time re-
cipient of the Purple Heart, has
had his share of ups and downs.
He had received four Purple
Hearts during actions in Korea,
and three weeks after he arrived
in Vietnam he was in the hos-
pital with malaria.

He returned to his unit, B
Company, 1st Battalion, 35th In-

fantry (the same battalion he

was with in Korea) only to trip
a Viet Cong booby-trap. Wounds
from the shrapnel sent him
back to the hospital where he
was presented his fifth Purple
Heart.

Resolved to give a little in-

stead of take so much, Sergeant
Hull went back to his unit for a
third time. A weck later, as he
sat behind a growth of under-
brush reading a letter, he was
set upon by three North Viet-
namese.
' Sergeant Hull opened up and
brought them to the ground with
a burst from his M-16." His
latest incident was with a 150-
pound test fishing line found
tied to a bridge.

“This isn’t anything but a
fishing = cord.” Sergeant Hull
said 'as he yanked on the line.
After tracing it, B Company
came to the other end. . .and
a hand grenade attached to a
500 pound bomb. ;

With a sigh of relief because
he hadn't tripped the bhooby-
trap, Sergeant Hull remarked
“Maybe my luck is aboui te
change!"””

“

1
o
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Mission:

Medical Treatmentnj

To Limit The Overt

 Viet Cong Activities

Dak Seang (USA) — The U. S.

Army Special Forces A Camp
Dak Seang is located in the
western section of the II Corps
Tactical Zone. The primary mis-
sion of this camp is to limit the
overt Viel Cong activities in the
area by the continuous use of
combat, reconnaissance and
ambush patrols, and search and
destroy operations.

Aggressive operations of
Camp Dak Seang have kept the
Viet Cong so busy evading con-
taet that they have had no
chance to effectively organize
an offensive operation against
the camp during the past six
months.

The team advised and trained
Civilian Irregular Defense
Group - (CIDG) units from this
camp have had successively
fewer and fewer contacts with
the VC in their operational area.
An active Revolutionary Devel-

opment program is now being
carried out in the villages sur-
rounding the camp site.

In the past four months two
new dispensaries have been
built to care for the medical
patients in the area. These
dispensaries are staffed by U.S.
medical advisors and their
counterparts in the CIDG and
Vietnamese Special Forces. An

~detive program is currently in

progress to train personnel from
the local village to assist in the
handling of the sick.

During the four-month period
the dispensaries have been op-
erating they have treated 1,157
patients, issued 300 health kits
and 305 pounds of soap. Health
classes have been conducted at
intervals as needed.

Seventeen new homes have
been built in neighboring vil-
lages using local. labor and
locally procured materials. Toi-

Fire Mission

lets were constructed in the
area as an aid to sanitary and
hygiene efforts in the commu-
nities.

With an influx of 751 new
refugees, 11,300 pounds of food
and 2,000 pounds of clothing
were issued to aid these indi-
viduals until they ean care for
themselves. This is a part of the
governmental program of as-
sisting refugees that have been
freed from Viet Cong domina-
fion.

Additional fields are being
cleared for cultivation and im-
provement in farm production
to handle the current influx of
refugees. :

Story by

MSgt Don West, USA
Photos by

SSG 0. Hacker, USA




Team Work

i

SHELTER—RD cadr

e ; 2

(4

Story by
Sp4 Andy Barylski, USA, Staff Writer

Photos by _
SP5 Cornelius Jones, USA,

Staff Photographer

Saigon (MACV)—We live in a world of fast com-
munications systems, radio, telephone, television to
name a few, In Vietnam, however, the surest way is
by ““word of mouth’’ and this form of communication
is what prompted the people of Tieu Can, Vinh
Binh province in the Mekong Delta, to ask govern-
ment help.

Until four years ago, the rice farmers of Tieu Can
lived along the rich, fertile, cool banks of the Ba Tieu
canal, Here they lived comfortably and secure, able

L

e help construct a silo to protect rice.

RE-PE Plus RD Eq

to walk out to tendeir rice crops in peace, vl

In 1964, Viet @g started to move into their
village hamlets, Agey grew in strength and power,
the Viet Cong layegavy taxes on the people, some-
times relying on aeof terror to impose their laws,
Many of the peop nof wanting to be bothered,
moved fron _y;giel sthe rice fields they had
worked for d‘n-s, ! 7 .

This move kepthem safe from the Viet Cong

taxation for a whjjbut as the Viet Cong influence
inereased it enyeled nearly the whole province.

“The families weppeing charged 1,000 piasters a

month for taxes 4yl were made to forfeit large
amounts of their rijgyield. They also were prevented
from setting up a grket to sell their products.

Revolutionary yelopment (RD) cadre teams
have been working Vinh Binh province for nearly
a year. The villars heard of these teams and
their work, but it gn’t until about two months ago
that they finally ged the district chief, Captain

. y ; £

MOVIN—A family loads a sampan

Lam Van Bien, to get an RD program started so they
might escape the Viet Cong’s taxation and brutality.

Captain Bien got elements of the 9th ARVN In-
fantry Division to conduct a search and clear opera-
tion to secure an area for the RD program. Regional
and Popular forces were recruited from the area
to provide permanent security for the RD cadre.

A massive evacuation took place early in April,
utilizing choppers, trucks, carts, sampans and peo-
ple’s backs to move about 3,000 persons and 1,000
tons of rice to the new location, which ironically
is the same area from which the people had previous+

ly moved.

The people are leff to decide where they want to

set up their temporary home, instead of being placed
in a refugee area, and receive a 10 piaster per
person per day dislocation allowance until their new
home is completed. To build their new permanent
home they will receive 5,000 piasters, 10 bags of
cement and 20 sheets of tin roofing.

with personal belongings,

NEW Il_*l_OMES—_-Yillage_ﬁ receive cement from RD cadre.
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Dau Tieng (USA) — “Doesn’t
the lightning bother you?” I
asked as I sat terrvified in the
back seat of a little gray O-1E
(Bird Dog) as it cireled a Viet
Cong base camp buffeted by a
violent tropical thunderstorm.

“I don’t worry about it,”” was
the reply” from Captain James
R. Gross, as he concentrated
on adjusting 175mm  artillery
fire on the target below. “The
lightning usually strikes in the
back seat,” he said as the artil-
lery boomed into the camp.

Captain Gross is part of the
18-man Tactical Air Control Unit
which is based with the 3rd
Brigade, 4th Division at Dau
Tieng. The two O-1E aircraft
of the party are airborne most’
of the day, providing constant

'I}IGHT ON BABY’—Captain James R
his Bird Dog. Direct hits were scored,

visual reconnaissance of War
Zone C. During the month of
March, 120 airstrikes were di-
rected Ly the six pilots in the
group.

All the forward air controllers
{_FACs) are experienced jet
flghtcr pilots. . Flying at ten
miles a minute, the fighter pilot
cannot pinpoint his target with
the aceuracy needed in close
support of friendly troops. The
FAC fills this requirement in his
slow flying Bird Deg.

Using white phosphorous rock-
ets to mark a target, the FAC
directs the fichters into their
target by radio commands ‘tell-
ing the “jet jockies’ to put their
bombs or cannon fire to the
left, right, above or below the
white smoke ef the marking

rocket.

If .fighters aren’t available
when a good target comes up,
a call fo the nearest artillery
battery will give the FAC an
additional means of supporting
combat operations.

“Most of us would rather be
flying the fighters, but this is
an important job and gives you
a different kind of satisfacticn.
You are running the show on
a strike, and there is a lot of
responsibility in it,”” econcluded
Captain Gross.

Story & Photos by
Lt. R. F. Campbell, USA

Gross scans War Zone C from the cockpit of

ird Dog’s from Dau Tieng

‘Running The Show On

o

PHOSPHOROUS—Smok

position as a jet fighter

starts back to camp,

A Strike’ |

rolls out of his bomb run.

e billows from a suspected VC
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- Army Engineers
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i

Qui Nhon (USA) — Route
19, a vital transportation artery
running from Pleiku to the
coastal city of Qui Nhon, has
been upgraded by combat
engineers of the 35th Engineer
Battalion (Combat).

__— The job took almost three
“* weeks of around-the-clock work

under the burning sun and night
floodlights. During that time
they placed over 900 feet of
culvert for drainage, 8,650 cubic

yvards of fill and 14,100
sandbags.
As a result, Route 19,

formerly just a- big dirt road,
can now support approximately
78 tons in dry weather.

With dump trucks hauling fill
from nearby lateriie pits, the
35th Engineer Battalion’s C Com-
pany constructed three major
bypasses which will permit
heavy vehicles to cross the
streams in the area without
damaging the existing bridges.

In combined operations with
_the 19th Engineer Battalion’s
554th Float Bridge Company,
they also reinforced two steel
bridges and the approaches to
five others.

The importance of the project

was evident soon affer its
completion: when four heavy
tanks, badly damaged while

operating in the Central
Highlands, rolled over the

Peaceful

Sleeper is
Harassed

Phu Bai (USMC)—Not being
able to choose the company he
sleeps with presented somewhat
of a problem for Private First
Class Virgil C. Smith, Los
Angeles, 2nd Battalion, 26th Ma-
rine Regiment, 3rd Marine Divi-
sion.

A snake, who came in from
the cold, gave Private Smith a
fright by curling up inside the
rain jacket he was wearing.

It had been raining all day
and after struggling about seven
miles through the jungle and
mountain ranges 25 miles north-
west of Phu Bai, camp was set
up, chow downed and the rain
shelters constructed for® sleep-
ing.

Private Smith slept peaceful-
ly. However, while sleeping on
his side, he felt something at
his shoulder. He turned onto
his back, but it moved with him

*rawling across his chest and
settled comfortably
stomach.

“I could see how long it was

“and realized it. must be a
snake,” Smith said. “I called
my fireteam leader and he
came running  over with- a
corpsman.’’

By flashlight, they saw the
culprit—a deadly bamboe viper.
The corpsman zipped the jacket
around Smith’s neck to avoid

* the possibility of a facial bite,

~and began probing through the
side of the jacket with a knife.

The snake, not appreciating
this lack of hospitality, turned
around a few times and then

- slithered out of the jacket and
went indignantly on his way
through the cold, wet foliage.

“I don’t care how the snake
felt about it,”” Private Smith
reflected, “but I like to choose
the company I sleep with.”

on his:

- Upgrade Route 19

road’s new surface on their way
to repair facilities in Qui Nhon.
The road is still far from

perfect. However, every day
while troops of the Republic of
Korea guard the bridges and
patrol the hillsides, potholes and -
pockels of dust that were once
common, are gradually being
replaced with crushed rock and
asphalt.

Odd Coins
For Warm
Welcome

Penang, Malaysia (USN) —
American servicemen on R&R
leave in Penang recently con-
tributed MS$500 to this city’s
Spastic Children’s Association,

The money was raised from
donations. made by the service-
men as they returned to Viet-
nam from their R&R. As part
of the processing prior to leav-
ing Penang, they reconvert their
Malaysian dollars to greenbacks
and are given an opportunity
to contribute odd change to
charity.

U.S. Navy Lieutenant (j.g.)
M.M. MacMurray, officer in
charge of the R&R Center, pre-
sented the check to the Associa-
tion, saying that ‘‘this money
was donated voluntarily by the
American servicemen as a
teken of their appreciation for
.the warm welcome they have
received from the people of
Penang.”

While this was the first major
gift from the charity collection,
there will be others in the future
as the fund builds up again.

The story of the servicemen’s
gift to the handicapped children
received wide publicity in
Malaysia and was picked up by
the Associated Press for wire
service distribution in,the Unit-
ed States.

ABORT RATE—The F105 Thunderbird-equipped 388th Tactical Fighter Wing, st

g
a-

tioned at Korat, Thailand, set an unprecedented Abort Rate of .5 per cent, climaxing
a four-month average of .7 per cent by the end of March. This means that just about
every time an aircraft was scheduled for a mission, it was able to perform the job

fully and without delay.

(USAF Photo)

Sunburned Augmentees Do
A Job That Must Be Done

Ubon, Thailand (USAF) —
“I thought I came over here to
fry eggs, but here I am frying
in the hot sun carting bombs
around.””

So says Air Force cook work-
ing in the bomb dump operated
here by the 408th -~ Munitions
Maintenance Squadron.

The bomb handler’s job is a
hot one in more ways than one.
Safety is of paramount concern.

© Signs along the road read:
“Bombs Are Made. . . Big And

Small. . . Mishandling One. . .,

“RANFONE

11;. [

It must be some kind of code comrade . . . the count is 3
to 2 on Raditz . . . the crowd is going wild . . . here’s

the pitch . . .

May Kill Us All.”" The last sign
reminds, “Work . Safely.”
Visitors surrender their lighter
or matches. The men handle
more than 600 items, more than
half of which can explode and
do—on intended targets.

The bomb dump is a sandy
place with little shade. Roads
are narrow and lined with
ordnance. The working area is
small, but a new annex will be
built to provide more space for
the 50 airmen who accomplish
the bomb dump mission.

In addition to the tough work

in the hot sun, the men are

Both Their Actions

Give The

Bien Hoa (USA) — The entry
of a 173rd Airborne Brigade
MEDCAP team into the tiny
hamlet ef Suoi Chan, Phuoc Tuy
province, was in striking con-
trast to the visit two weeks
earlier by a band of Viet Cong
marauders.

On a quiet, balmy morning
just before dawn in the hamlet
of Suoi Chan, a band of Viet
Cong struck from the darkness.
They killed five villagers, four
of them women and wounded
eight others.

Two weeks later, another
group of visitors made its way
up the dusty road to Suoi Chan.
This time it was a Medical Civic
Action team from the U.S,
173rd Airborne Brigade.

As the medical convoy en-.
tered the 100-family hamlet. ex-
pressions of fear appeared on
the faces of the adult inhabit-
ants.

According to Captain Albert
Noel, brigade civil affairs of-
ficer, “The uneasiness of the
people is not uncommon when
we first enter a village, since
the Vietnamese fear retaliation
from the Viet Cong. But by an
American show of strength we

hope the villagers will' tbalize

plagued by heavy monsoon rains
that churn dirt and sand inte
boot-sucking mud, hampering
even four wheel vehicles.

Usually, the munitions main-
tenance man is a tough looking
character, covered with sweat
and dust, wearing a beret, a
sunbaked brow, a mustache,
and a sunburned nose.

The bomb dump men have a
special kind of morale. Though
most of them are augmentees,
they are doing a job they know
must be done. They're profes-
sional bomb handlers.

Message

that they ecan count on  the
government for support.” -
Interpreter Duong Van Vo,
who works closely with the doe-
tors to deteet the ailments of
the people, helped convey the
intentions of the medical team. -

R&R Avuthorized
After 3 Months
Of An Extension

SAIGON (MACYV) — Individu-
als on six-month extensions are
now authorized out-of-country
R&R privileges, states MACV
Divective 28-2. a

If no R&R was taken during
the initial tour, then the date
the initial tour commenced de-
termines the priovity. 1f an R&R
was taken during the initial
tour, a second R&R may be
taken after completion of three
months of the extension and the
date the extension commenced
will determine priority of that
R&R. ;

Always Stylish
United States Savings Bonds
‘are never out of style, '’
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Language Lessons

ONE MORE WORD,
BEETLE, AND T'lL
CLEAN UP THI9

OKAY, LETS

GET THIS PLACE

! . L il BARRACKS WiTH
(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice) You! o =
@ : :
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: ‘ / 6:30 News Headlines Al Religious Pi‘o‘,“_,“l‘:tl'n R
Information Feature Educational Special i
T:00 Ba.tmuyL él—‘m-t 1) -gun(lr:ly ?It.oh"[e'o"l“ o
7:30 News iporis, 0 Sports o e ).(_-“ fieed
e peiinas el b e Lo s e B30 S8 Seort Sl =
5 sw vil- ieutens ss L. Mul- :30° Channel 11 Theater (Mavie). 7:30 News & Sports —
Janguage classes and a new vil- | Lieutenant Colonel Ross L ‘M ‘ 9 sDTi‘l‘llslr.m;hl} '1(113':‘;18( 13‘ ie), _8:00° Dick. Van ‘Dyke
Jage high school are among the | ford, Camp Pendleton, Calif., is SO7 8:20 %et Tl
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sine Regiment, teaches twice- | doors, chairs and desks from l BT Tuesday (June 6)
:.\::Tgkl (‘English’ classes at a lo- | 0dd pieces.” 10:00. The Tonight Show 6:30 Survival * Marti
cal hiygh school. At nearby Dong Ha orphan- Saturday (June 3) 1:00 g-lxgrwgugo%:‘t:n; artian
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“We do not concentrate on e hi £ . 12:00. Encyclopedia Britanica 9:00 Smothers Brothers
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tagnard village of Khanh Duong
and thereby started fish pond

food which reaches their markets
is expensive and far beyond the
means of “the ‘average Montag-
nard, who lives on the barter
system,

When the 1st Brigade entered
the valley during Operation
Summerall, Major Thomas
Bligh, Douglaston, N. Y., the
brigade civil affairs officer, saw.
the need for fish in the villagers

Tl

h . : “There was a definite need | programs designed to . enable : SWERS . and is known as. the America’s -

diet, He and Captain Troy Col- removed, allowing the water to,| ment floor, and ‘reinforced ceil- | for the ponds in this area,” said: | other VC and NVA personnel 1. The gfn?f ‘between the ::E l;ec:use it first was won T
lins, Little Rock, proposed a trickle|into the (10,000 cubic foot | ing.with all -above-ground areas | Captain Collins, “and the peeple 3 i

: wanted them.” . . -

plan te build a fish pond and:

ditch  from

.+~ When the digging was com-

many Montagnard villages in

caused by the monsoon rains.

The work began with a bull-
dozer supplied by the 14th En-
gineer Battalion. All day the
huge machine pushed back the
dirt, biting deeper and deeper
while the Montagnards ecut .a
the steam to the
pond.

pleted, a small mud dam was

crater, The fish, tilapia, a fast-

fence and a ditch to keep out

Surgery Room

Phu Bai (USMC) — An under-
ground surgery room-is being
constructed by corpsmen of
Fourth Marine Regiment head-
quarters 26 miles north of Phu
Bai. ¥

Set in an 11x18 hole, the op-
erating room will have a ce-

sandbagged.

“One good fish pond project |

fire,” predicted Captain Collins,
These people love fish and other
villages' will create their own
smaller pends after they see
how one is built and main-
tained.” 5

The pond drew immediate re-
sponse from other Montagnard
villages in the valley. A second
pond is being built by a joint
Montagnard-American team.

Cle§eland teaches conversational English

for returned weapens, and a

1963, the South Vietnamese gov-
ernment has welcomed 61,552
Viet Cong and North Vietnam-
ese back through the program.

Returnees are offered a

choice affer orientations at one

of several Chicu Hoi centers.
They may learn a trade, join a
South Vietnamese ‘military or-
ganization, work with Free
World forces, or take part in

to take advantage of the pro-
grany.y; Gusiy RSP Y

. Saturday Night at the Movies

1. What is
the area. A stream flowed near- { wandering water buffalo. They - ety : R bt chance for a new start in life : in the histery of | minutes, 30 seconds of over-
projects all through the area. by and the ground was high | also planied banana trees and | Ner¢ and the idea will ‘spread during 1967, I’lmi.gémsownle‘- Cup? i : ( % )
Y h i ithstand - floods ineapple” pl: I through the wvalley like wild- Si th b {arted in 10ckey s v Lup? time. ( %6 )
In Montagnard villages, sea | €nOUE to withstan 00ds | pieapple plants all around, ince the program stai A

the longést over-

2. What big change in college
basketball rules is scheduled for
next season? FihTe :

3. What is the lifetime batting
average for former Bosten Red
Sox. star Ted Williams?. -

4. Who were the only three
Ivy League ‘players to win foot-
ball’s Heisman Trophy?

5. What is the origin of vacht-
ing's America’s Cup Race?

Montreal Maroons and ])gt_l_'oil.

in 1936, Detroit won after 116

2. Dunking, or stuffing the
‘ball into the basket, has been
banned. :

3. His lifetime average is .344.

4. Larry Kelley and Clint
Frank of Yale in 1936 and 1937
respectively, am_l Dick K_nzmaicr
of Prineceton in 1951.

"5, It started as a feature of
the London Exposition of 1851

by the U.S. yacht “*‘America.”

bk el bt l} zj;

to a pupil at the Dong Ha high school. Members of the Marine 11th Engineer Battalion % T e
are providing material for a new school. (USMC Photo) CROSSWORD PUZZLE fawarstes Ruavieis,bucile
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ALERT AT ALL TIMES—A patrol from A Company, 1st
Battalion, 14th Infantry, Bronco Brigade, recon an area

.

near an NVA rest camp.

(USA Photo)

No Slack for Bronco Brigade

Due Pho (USA)—The 3rd Bri-
gade of the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion has completed its 365th
consecutive day of combat op-
erations. In 12 months the
Bronco Brigade has never left
the field of combat. :

Since May 10, 1966 they have
participated in 129 battalion-
size and 16 brigade-size assaults.
They have fought ‘the North
Vietnamese Army and the Viet
Cong in seven different opera-
tions ranging from Kontum to
Darlac on the Cambodian bor-
der and from Qui Nhon to Duc
Pho on the South China Sea.

Before Operation Baker began
on April 22, the Bronco Brigade
had killed 2,196 North Vietnam-
ese Army (NVA) regulars and

Viet Cong and captured 1,437 of
their weapons. Since the begin-
ning of Operation Baker they
have added another 234 enemy
killed.

In October, while still on Op-
eration Paul Revere, the brigade
went north to Plei Djereng
where the NVA were reported
to be massing in the mountains.
Five times the brigade  made
contact with enemy battalions,
Twice they overran NVA re-
gimental base camps, :

Without returning to base
camp for a rest, the 3rd Bri-
gade of the “Tropic Lightning”
Division moved over 100 miles
to Phu Cat leaving one battalion
still fighting in Pleiku province,
There the brigade joined the

1st Cavalry Division (Airmo-
bile) on Operation Thayer II to
force the NVA out of the rich
coastal ricelands.

The Bronco Brigade located
the communist Binh Dinh pro-
vincial headquarters, seizing
NVA  weapons, ammunition,
flags, hospital supplies and
documents.

In February, the 3rd Brigade
Task Force attacked north and
Operation Pershing began in a
vital, strongly VC-held area,
The enemy fled into the moun-
tains leaving 81 dead, numerous
machine guns, anti-tank rocket
launchers and rifles behind.

On April 19 the brigade
massed an air and sea lift and

(Continued on Page 12)
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Tan Son Nhut (USA)—Viet-

i ‘Pam’s minister of national de-
S 1)

nse was made an honorary
U. S. Army aviator in recent
ceremonies at Tan Son Nhut air
base.

The Army Aviator Badge was
presented to General Cao Van
Vien by General W. C. West-
moreland, commander of U. S.

Military Assistance’ Command,
Vietnam. General Vien is also

SILVER WINGS—General Cao Van Vien, Minister of National Defense,

National Defense Minister
Honored at Tan Son Nhut

Chief of the Joint General Staff,
Republic of Vietnam Armed
Forces.

A certificate honoring Gener-
al Vien’s accomplishments and
making him an honorary mem-
ber of the U. S. Army’s 1st
Aviation Brigade was presented
by Brigadier General G. P.
Seneff, brigade commander.

General Vien has received a
concentrated 50-hour course of

instruction in the UH-1B “‘Huey”’
helicopter. Chief Warrant Offi-
cers Martin P. Merz and Peter
A. Young, of the 1st Aviation
Brigade, were General Vien’s
instructors for the flight train-
ing.
Warrant Officer Merz charac-
terized General Vien as “‘a very
adept pilot, very willing to
learn. He's a wonderful indi-
vidual and he learned very
rapidly.”

RVN, was
made an honorary U.S. Army Aviator by General W. C. Westmoreland. (USA Photo)

Corps Roads

Now Open For
150-Mile Treks -

Da Nang (USMC)—There are any number of ways
to measure progress in Vietnam.

You can count Viet Cong guerrillas killed or captured,
check the number of civilians living in pacified areas, or
just consider that land travel is now possible over 150

miles of National Highway

The trip from Chu Lai to Dong Ha still isn’t made

nonstop. The procedure is to
split the trip into three legs;
Chu Lai to Da Nang, Da Nang
to Phu Bai, and Phu Bai to
Dong Ha. Each one of these
legs takes the better part of a
day.

Even now, a 6(0-mile convoy
run is no picnic. The Viet Cong
try everything to stop travel-
lers. Marine convoys are ready
to see that they don’t.

A pair of heavy dump trucks,
loaded with dirt, run interfer-
ence, watching for mines in the
road. The dirt stops fragments
in the event a mine is triggered,
and is also ready to fill holes in
the road caused by exploding
mines.

Members of a bridge company
also ride along, ready to throw
up a span should a bridge be
blown along the route.

Dozens of desolate spots along
the road are tailor-made for
ambush sites, and Marine in-
fantrymen accompany the con-
voy to act as security.

Aerial. observers buzz over-

head in spotter planes, ready

to bring air strikes on any

Washington (AFNB) — A Ma-
rine platoon sergeant, - who
chose to sacrifice his life by
covering a grenade in order to
protect the lives of his men,
became the fifth Marine to re-

ceive the Medal of Honor for

action in Vietnam. :
Mrs; i Eleanor M. Connor,

" widow! of Staff Sergeant “Peter

L RN e

S. Connor, accepted the nation's
highest military: award from
President Johnson at ceremo-
nies at the White House on May
2

'Sergeant Connor was platoon
sergeant of the 3rd Platoon, F
Company, 1st Marine Division,

during -a isearch-and ‘destroy ‘op-
‘eration’ in''Quang: Ngai province *

- Hero’s Widow Accepts Meda

on Feb. 25, 1966. While attempt-
ing to destroy an enemy spider
hole emplacement, he dis-
covered the grenade he was
holding was defective.
According to the citation, Ser-
geant Connor, “‘upon pulling the
pin. . .realized that the firing

‘‘mechanism was faulty, and ‘that ‘|
even as”he held ‘the safety' de-

of Honor

vice firmly in place, the fuze
charge was already activated.”

Determining that he could not
safely throw the grenade and
“manifesting extraordinary gal-
lantry . . .he chose to hold the
grenade against his body in
order to absorb the terrific ex-

plosion: "and  spare ‘his ‘com- '

‘rades.”

would-be attackers.

With each successful convoy
run, Charlie has just another
rude reminder that the I Corps
highways are no longer under
his jurisdiction.

2 omm—u“nity__H it
By VC Shells

Trang Sup (USA) — The Viet
Cong shelled Trang Sup’s civil-
ian eommunity with more than
50 rounds of high explosives and
white phosphorous shells hitting
the southern edge of this ham-
let of some 400 people, located
along Highway 22 northwest of
Tay Ninh City.

The shelling took place in two
volleys and killed three mem-

bers of one family—mother, fa-

ther and child. Of the 40 people
that were wounded, 28 were
taken to hospitals because of
serious nature of their wounds.

The portion of the village
shelled housed many depend-
ents of the cadre who are train-
ing CIDG volunteers at the
Trang Sup training camp.

The shelling also destroyed
part of the school as a shell
blew out one corner of the build-
ing and devastated one of the
two main classrooms.

9th Div Unit Busy
Tan Thanh (USA) — A total
of 2,800 patients have been treat-
ed during Medical Civic Actio
Program missions in the las
two. months by the 2nd Battal-
ion, '60th Infantry, 9th Infantry

' Division,



Page 2

OBSERVER

Editorial

Civil Military Unity

The appointment of General Westmoreland as head
of the United States parification efiort in Vietnam 1s a
historical sten which will affect the military’s role here
in a substantial manner.

Tt means that both the U.S. military effort to defeat
the Viet Cong and the civilian effort to build a viable
nation in Vietnam are being united under a single head.

Prior wars in which we have fought were generally
limited to destroying the enemy or, as in the case of
Korea. savine a small nation from ageression. Now for the
first time durine a war; the military is being given a
priority mission rot only to defeat a battlefield enemy, but
also to heln build a free and stable nation.

This also gives new meaning to one of the primary
tasks that, due to the nature of this struggle, falls to
every American fighting man. From the moment he steps

2onto Vietnamesce soil he is told of the crucial nature of
America’s mission to aid nation-building in a land that
has known little but terrorism, opnression and war. His
field commander now heads this effort.

The communist campaisn to bring Vietnam into its
sphere was based on the belief that no amount of military
force could defeat a guerrilla “war of national liberation™
in a country so beset with troubles as Vietnam.

The American and Free World response, therefore,
was not only to join with the Vietnamese to engage
“Charlie” on the battlefield, but also to destroy his
“national liberation” political infrastructure.

This means weeding the communist apparatus out of
the hamlets and villages so the people of Vietnam can
" choose their own public officials free of communist har-
rassment. This is what “pacification” is all about.

Political pacification of the countryside is too im-
portant for it not to be related to overall military goals.
As America’s new Ambassador to Vietnam, Ellsworth
Bunker, stated in his announcement of General West-
moreland’s appointment, military sesurity is essential for
effective pacification and, as well, the logistical assets of
the military available for support of pacification make
him a logical choice to provide unified management for
the overall American effort. i

But General Westmoreland’s appointment sets a
further precedence. When General MacArthur was chosen

as head of the postwar U.S. effort in Japan it marked
the first time the military was given a commanding role
in rebuilding a defeated enemy into a valued friend.

General Westmoreland’s selection marks the first
time a military man has been given a maior responsibility
for building a strong nation while a war is still going on.
Vietnam is not a simple war by any means. Had the
communists succeeded in winning their political “war of
liberation” where a solely military venture would have
failed, we could expect other “Vietnams” around the
globe. ; _

Meeting this military and political challenge by unit-
ing our fighting and building efforts under a single head
is but one more step to more effectively carry out our
goals in Vietnam.

Americans C.t_:m W.éarmViefnd-r.i:l- MH

Washington (AT) — The
Adjutant General is going to re-
- turn the Vietnam Medal of Hon-

now,
With award to Vietnamese
troops the medal now meets re-

or (1st and 2nd Class) to U.S.
soldiers who turned them in to
the Army.

Thanks to changes made by
the Scuth Vietnamese govern-
ment the medal now may be

.~ worn by Americans.

' The medal has been renamed
the Armed Forces Honor Medal
and is presenced to Vietnamese

military as well as foreigners

oo
_— ..
>
A

/)

TAG for them.

FIRST IN VIETNAM

quirements laid down by Con-
gress for wear of foreign deco-
rations by U.S. military.
Pentagen officials said that
many U.S. so!diers have re-
ceived the Vietnamese award.
The Army will return the
Vietnamese awards to their
owners as soon as possible and
that it is not necessary to write
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VRE Sells
277 Cars

Saigon (VRE)—Four U.S. au-

cars in April at exchanges in
Vietnam, according to Colonel
Jack C. Ice, commander, Viet-
nam Regional Exchange.

The sales brought in a total of
$896,327, which not only helped
stem the gold flow but also rep-
resented an encouraging re-
sponse to the Army and Air
Force Exchange New Car Sales
Plan.

Under the plan, overseas mili-
tary personnel can select and
purchase cars for U.S. delivery
at the lowest possible cost and

‘with the greatest possible as-

surance of satisfaction and pro-
tection.

Car manufacturers’ repre-
sentatives at the Cholon main
store in Saigon and up-country
main exchanges are stepping up
their respective programs to
provide information on prices,
models, accessories, availabili-
ty, transportation charges, sales
tax and other data applicable
to buying a car.

Vietnam Regional Exchange
officials are optimistic that car
purchases in the coming months
will exceed the April sales.

Army Trai’_ns_
ROK Officers

Washington (ANF) — Fifteen
Republic of Korea (ROK) offi-
cers who will organize their na-
tion's first combined helicopter
and fixed wing aviation com-
pany are undergoing rotary
wing instruction at two U. S.
Army posts. ;

The ROK element will be
formed in Vietnam shortly after
the men complete the training.

The officers, who range from
first licutenants to majors, be-
gan with a special rotary-wing
qualificatien course at the U. S.
Primary Helicopter School, Fort
Wolters, Tex. They will com-
plete their training with a spe-
cial transition course in the UH-
1D helicopter at Fort Rucker,
Ala.

sach of the 15 had previously
logoed at least 360 hours flying
time in fixed aircraft. Six of the
men began training in the
United States in February, the
remainder in March.

Six other Korean officers
trained last month at the U. S.
Primary Helicopter School in
preparation for establishing
their nation’s first primary heli-
copter school at Wonju.

It's Mandafory,
‘New Green 44

Washington (ANF)—The new
Army Green 44 overcoat will
become a standard clothing item
for active Army enlisted men
entering the service on or after
next July 1.

overcoat will be authorized as
an organizational item, not a
standard item, until July 1,
1970. At that time, the AG 44
becomes mandatory wear for all
enlisted personnel.

Army enlisted men assigned
to Vietnam will receive the AG
44 free of charge upon comple-
tion of their tours, provided
they have more than six months
remaining in the service.

You sm more than money
with U,S, Savings Bonds

SP4 T.P. Rhoades, USA

tomobile manufacturers sold 277 |

The current Olive Green 107

“I'reedom Shares is a new savings nete,”
Said a troop as he boarded a boat.

“To my bonds series E,

T'll add ‘notes’, not ‘P,
And in water, not tea, I'll float.”

A trooper whose DEROS was near,
Was set to return to Ft. Lear.

His buddies were broke,

But he’d been no bloke,
For he’d bought savings bonds all year.

A sailer who haggled near Hue,

Saw a porcelain statue of grey.
Quickly bartered a term,
For that sick Pachyderm,

Paid six thousand ‘P’—that’s not hay.

Said a sailor from Milwaukee, Wis.,
When he purchased a watch from a Miss.
“Only six million ‘P,
What a deal for me,”
As it rusted, this watch of the Swiss(?)

There was a young lad name of Doke,
Whe swore he would never be broke.
On tea and tliree-three,
He spent all of his ‘P,
Now for him there’s no COLA, just coke.

Think You Can Write?
I+'s Worth A Thousand

Saigon (MACV)—A $1,000 first prize award will be given to
the serviceman who writes the best letter on the subject ‘“Freedom
—My Heritage, My Responsibility”’ for the 1967 Freedoms Founda-
tion at Valley Forge letter-writing contest.

Entries should be no less than 100 nor more than 500 words
in length. Your entry need not be a “letter” as such but may

in essay or poetry form. If letter style is used the addressee ma, -+

be any person or organization, real or imaginary.

Every person on active duty in any branch of the Armed
Forces between November 1, 1966 and November 1, 1967 is eligible
to submit as many entries as he desires. Reserves may submit
entries while on active duty status.

Entries may be sent in any time before November 1, 1967, to
Freedoms Foundation, Valley Forge, Pa. 19481, Entrants should
include name, rank, service number, branch of service, complete
unit address and permanent home state address and zip code.

Personal experiences may be used to illustrate what the Free-
doms Foundation states as “The American Way of Life’’: “To
personally understand and maintain the American Way of Life, to
honor it by his own exemplary conduet, and to pass it intact to
{succe:?ding generations is the responsibility of every true Amer-
ican.” :

First prize for letter-writing is $1,000. There will also be 50 awards
of $100, 50 awards of $50, additional Honor Medals and Honot
Certificates. ! <

In announcing the subject of the 1967 program as ‘‘Freedom—
My Heritage, My Responsibility,” the Freedoms Foundation hopes
to stimulate thought on the subject of “freedom as we know it
in the United States of America, and to call attention to the obli-
gations which all citizens, particularly those serving in the Armed..
Forces, have in maintaining and protecting this freedom.”

([ Soldier’s
S highest award for non-combat
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‘Fiery Hut!
- Does Not

Stop MP

‘Saigon (USA) — A Vietnam-
ese infant in Saigon owes his
life to a daring rescue by a

. U.S. Army military policeman.

i Areand midnight January 16,

" one and a half-year-old Nguyen
Thi Lon lay trapped in a blaz-
ing wooden hut near Tan Son
Nhut Air Base. His terrified
mother watched helplessly out-
side. As 50 other houses in the
area burned to the ground, it
seemed certain that her young-
ster would die in the blaze.

An MP jeep on patrol rounded-

a corner and spotted the fire, -

Patrol leader Specialist 4 Wen-
dell H. Hatch, Las Vegas, of
the 527th MP Company, 716th
MP Battalion, immediately be-
gan to assist in evacuating re-
sidents of the area.

Specialist Hatch suddenly saw
a Vietnamese child trapped in-
side a burning building that
was about to collapse. Reacting
instantly, Specialist Hatch raced
through the flames to scoop up

» the ¢hild and return it fo safety.

Seconds later, the burning hut
tumbled to the ground.

The young MP shrugged off
his actions. “I did what my
instinets and ftraining fold me

- to do.”

For his aections, Specialist

Hateh has been awarded the
Medal, the Army’s

heroism.
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Da Nang (USMC)—Ninh Binh
Village, 37 miles southeast of
Da Nang, has been deseribed as
an island. Surrounded by an
infested Viet Cong area, its in-
habitants are strictly pro-South
Vietnamese government.

This was the site of a county
fair conducted by the 2nd Bn.,
5th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division. Helicopters de-
scended upon the village shortly
after dawn one morning, de-
livering the fair's command
group.

Vietnamese Popular and Re-
gional Forces with Marines of

Ex-VC Says
Morale Is
At Low Ebb

Binh Phuoe (USA) — Success-
ful operations by the U.S. 9th
Division Mechanized Battalion
and Regional and Popular
Forces have demoralized enemy
guerrillas in the Delta, accord-
ing to Chieu Hoi returnee Doan
Cong Chinh.

Thirty-year-old Chinh ended
his three-year career as a resi-
dent Viet Cong guerrilla in the
village of An Luc Long, 25
miles southwest of Saigon, April
21. He walked into the com-
pound which houses both the
Binh Phuoc distriet government
headquarters and the 9th Infan-
try Division’s 5th Battalion, 60th
Infantry operations center.

In announcing his rejection of
the Viet Cong, he joined more
than 100 other former VC from
the distriect who have become
Chieu Hoi returnees since the
5th 60th began operations here
in mid-March.

~Marine

‘Semper Fideles'
FRIEND IN NEED—A Marine carries his wounded buddy

to a waiting medical evacuation helicopter after the latter
had stepped on a Viet Cong punji trap. (USMC Photo)

F AT

Action Company N-1, based in
the village, moved through Ninh
Binh, directing all villagers to
the fair site.

Large tents were erected,
Vietnamese music and instrue-
tions blared from public address
systems, and the fair was un-
derway. Navy medical and den-
tal teams set up shop and were
swamped with patients, treat-
ing 750 Vietnamese during the
two-day fair.

Da Nang (USN)—Chief Ship-
fitter Stephen Koteles, a 67-
year-old veteran of World War
I, now serves in Vietnam with
a vigor equal to that of men
many years his junior.

With more than 40 years of
experience as a welder and
builder, Chief Koteles is now a
construction inspector at Da
Nang’s Naval Support Activity.
Briefcase under-arm, the veter-
an of four wars moves at a
rapid pace from project to pro-
ject, giving advice on how things
could be done better or built so
that they will hold up longer.

Chief Koteles enlisted in the
Army in 1917, and served as an
assistant gunner during World
War I. After the war he was
‘released from active duty as a
Corporal and entered the re-
serves.

In 1942, with the outbreak of
World War II, Chief Koteles was
called back to active duty. Be-
cause of his civilian experience
in plumbing he entered the Navy
as a Chiel Shipfitter.

After the war, he went back
fo civilian life and became a
full-time plumber. Then the Ko-
rean conilict started and he
came back into the Navy.

Despite the chief's vecord of

_broken service since 1917, he re-
cently celebrated his 30th year
as a military man.
" Prior to service in Vietnam,
Chief Koteles was serving on the
aireraft carrier Lake Champlain
when his enlistment was about
to expirte The Champlain’s skip-
per asked him if he intended
to “re-up’’ after 29 years as a
serviceman.

“Well, I've seen the doctor
and passed the physical exam
with flying colors,” was his
. reply.

The chief's reenlisiment was

probably one of the more
memorable days in his life. The

Bien Hoa (USAF) — The Air
Force F-100 Supersabre pilot
was returning to Bien Hoa after
completing a successful combat
mission over South Vietnam. He
made a roufine landing but

when he popped his drag chute,
it did not blossom fully and his
brakes were not operating pro-
perly.

The pilot realized it was im-
possible to stop-the plane using
standard procedures. As quick-
ly as the pilot flipped a switch
in the cockpit, an arresting hook
flopped down from the plane’s
tail section.

A thousand feet short of the
end of the runway, the jet’s
tires flashed over a 150-foot-
long, one-inch-thick wire cable
suspended two inches off the

ground.

5 CondUct Co

Importance of upcoming elec-
tions was stressed by the dis-
triet chief, Major Nguyem Ham,
who urged the people to sup-
port candidates of their choice
for official positions.

The role of the Marines in the

area also was explained by
Ham, emphasizing that the
American presence was the

wish of the South Vietnamese
government.

Navy Vet
Sets Pace for Younger Men

The general theme, empha-

Stephen

Champlain had just picked up
astronauts James Conrad and
G_:or(lon Cooper after their mis-
sion into space.

That evening Chief Koteles
was ordered to report to the
skipper’s stateroom, where Con-

The arresting hook engaged
the wire and pulled the strain-
ing cable down the runway. The
cable attached to reels installed
on each side of .the runway un-
wound as the aircraft continued
to skid. After travelling 500
feet, the aircraft came to a
stop.

An apparatus to recover
planes in flight which are spiral-
ing earthward out of control has
yet to be invented. But three
airmen at Bien Hoa claim to be
operating the next best thing,
an aircraft-arresting barrier,

" Heading the group is Airman
First Class Michael D. Merrick,
August, Mich., who says that
they play catch for a living but
instead of ecatching fast pitches,

unty Fair

sized throughout the fair by the
movies and Vietnamese offi-
cials, urged the people to better
their lives and take interest in
the government of Vietnam,

Early th» third day, gear was
packed, helicopters arrived and
the county fair was over.

The people of Ninhi Binh set-
tled back to their normal trend
of life, except for perhaps a
better understanding of their

eran of 4

Lifeline Is One-Inch-Thick Wire

“we snag 35,000 pounds of air-

- Tty £ .1
saled S0ITas G AUy ikfie sfiontl Eb Lrae s
A% fsbeold i 12

government and the Americans,

Wars, 67,

Kotéles

rad and Cooper administered
the oath of enlistment to the
29-year veteran.

Shortly after reenlisting, the
chief was reassigned to the
U.S. Naval Support Activity, Da
Nang.

plane and pilot coming over the
plate at 200 m.p.h.”

Merrick’s slick fielding air-
men are eredited with 96 saves

. since the beginning of the year.

The maximum amount of ener-
gy the arrester can handle is
55,000 pounds at 190 knots.

Each time the barrier is used,
the crew observes the equipment
during arrestment and rewind to
detect malfunetions. Daily in-
spections and preventative
maintenance keep the erew
busy. !

“The barrier’s purpose is to .
save pilot lives,” Merrick re-
marked, “But the lives of those
on the ground, fthe property
adjacent to the runway, and a
million dollar aircraft are not
overlooked,” :

il S
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Text of Statement on New Military RD Role

Saigon (MACV)—The following is a statement by
Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker appointing General W.C.
Westmoreland as head of the American pacification efiort:

“Since being appointed U.S. Ambassador to Vietnam
T have given a great deal of thought to how to organize
most effectively the U.S. advisory role in support of the
Vietnamese Government’s Revolutionary Development ef-

fort. Like my predecessor, I
regard Revolutionary Develop-
ment—often termed pacification
—as close to the heart of the
matter in Vietnam.

“Support of Revolutionary De-
velopment has seemed to me
and my senior colleagues to be
neither exclusively a civilian nor
exclusively a military function,
but to be essentially civil-mili-
tary in character. It involves
both the provision of continuous
local security in the country-
side — necessarily a primarily
military task—and the construc-
tive programs conducted by the
Ministry of Revolutionary De-
velopment, largely through its
59-member RD teams. The Gov-
ernment of Vietnam has recog-
nized the dual civil/military na-
ture of the RD process by as-
signing responsibility for its ex-
ecution to the Corps/Region
commanders and by deciding to
assign the bulk of the regular
Army of the Republic of Viet-
nam, as well as the Regional
and Popular Forces, to provide

the indispensable security so
that RD can proceed in the
countryside.

“As senior American official
in Vietnam, I have concluded
that the U.S, advisory and sup-
porting role in Revolutionary
Development can be made more
effective by unifying its civil
and military aspects under a
single management concept.
Unified management, a single
chain of command, and a more
closely dovetailed advisory ef-

US Mission
Changes
Announced

Saigon (MACV) — American
Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker
announced further reorganiza-
tion of the American Mission
concurrent with his appointment
of General W.C. Westmoreland
to head the pacification effort.

Deputy Ambassador Eugene
Locke will serve the Mission as
Mr. Bunker’s alter ego, and will
insure co-ordination of all Mis-
sion activities.

Two long time Mission lead-
ers, Barry Zorthian and Major
General Edward Lansdale, will
remain at their posts as Minis-
ter-Counselor  for Information
and Mission Liaison Officer for
Revolutionary Development.

Economist Charles Cocper
will come to Vietnam in June
to replace Leroy Wehrle as
Counselor for Economic Affairs,

These four men under Ambas-
sador Bunker, along with Gen-
eral Westmoreland and Ambas-
sador Robert Komer in the
pacification area, will make up
the top team of the U.,S. Mis-
sion in Vietnam.

S AT R T A L T

REMEMBER DAD ON HIS DAY
BN T ——————

-f})rt._;{-'ill in my opinion greatly
improve U.S. support of the vital
RD program.

“Therefore, T am giving Gen-
eral Westmoreland the respon-
sibility for the performance of
our U.S. Mission field programs
in support of Revolutionary De-
velopment. To assist him in
performing this function, I am
assigning Mr. Robert Komer to
his headquarters to be designat-
ed as Deputy for Revolutionary
Development to COMUSMACV
with personal rank of Ambas-
sador.

“I have two basic reasons for
giving this responsibility to Gen-
eral Westmoreland. In the first
place, the indispensable first
stage of pacification is provid-
ing continuous local security, a
function primarily of the Repub-
lic of Vietnam Armed Forces,
in which the U.S. Military As-
sistance Command, Vietnam
performs a supporting advisory
role. In the second place, the
greater part of the U.S. advi-
sory and logistic assets involved
in support of Revolutionary De-
velopment belong to MACV. If
unified management of U.S.
Mission assets in support of the
Vietnamese program is desira-
ble, COMUSMACYV is the logical
choice,

“I have directed that a single
chain of responsibility for ad-
vice and support of the Viet-
namese Revolutionary Develop-
ment program be instituted
from Saigon down to district
level. Just as Mr. Komer will
supervise the U.S, advisory role
at the Saigon level as Deputy
to* General Westmoreland, so
will the present Office of Civil
Operations regional dirvectors
serve as deputies to the U.S,
senior advisors to the Vietnam-
ese Corps/Region commanders.

““At the province level, a sen-
ior advisor will be designated,
either civilian or military, fol-
lowing analysis of the local

NEW TEAM—A

merica’s new Ambassador to Vietnam, Ellsworth Bunker, flanks Gen-

2 o S

eral W. C. Westmoreland and Assistant Ambassador Robert Komer following the an-
nouncement that General Westmoreland will head the American pacification effort in

Vietnam.

situation.

“While management will thus
be unified, the integrity of the
Office of Civil Operations will
be preserved. It will continue
to perform the same functions
as before, and will continue to
have direct communications on
technical matters with its field
echelons. The present Revolu-
tion Development Support Divi-
sion of MACV will be integrated
into OCO, and its chief will
serve as Deputy to the Direc-
tor of OCO.

“As senior U.S. official in
Vietnam, I intend to keep a
close eye on all U.S. activities,
including our support of Revo-
lutionary Development. I am
simply having this advisory ef-
fort report to me through
COMUSMACV = rather than
through two channels as in the
past. I intend to keepfully in-

formed personally about all de-
velopments in this field, and to
hold frequent meetings with
General Westmoreland and Am-
bassador Komer for the purpose
of formulating policy.

“Such a unified civil/military
U.S. advisory effort in the vital
field of Revolutionary Develop-
ment is unprecedented. But so
to is the situation which we con-
front. RD is in my view neither
civil nor military but a unique
merging of both to meet a uni-
que wartime need. Thus my
solution is to have U.S. civilian
and military officials work to-
gether as one team in order to
more effectively support our

Vietnamese allies. Many further °

details will have to be worked
out, and various difficulties will
doubtless be encountered, but I
am confident that this realign-
ment of responsibilities is a

MOBILITY AND FIREPOWER—An M-48 tank of the 11th Armored Cavalry “Black-
horse” Regiment races over a hilltop during an operation in support of infantrymen

clearing the enemy out of his stronghold,

(USA Photo)

(JUSPAO Photo)

sound management step and T
count on all U.S. officers and
oificials concerned to make it
work effectively in practice.”

Sly Aussie @ _ 

Leaves ID
On AF One

Phan Rang (USAF) — The
Royal Australian Air Force's
insignia is identical to that of
England’s RAF with the excep-
tion that the Australian emblem
has a red kangaroo in the cen-
ter:

Every Australian vehicle, air-
craft, tent, hootch, sign, latrine
and many other objects carry
this identification.

“Reliable sources” have stat-

ed that when any new or un- s

painted object arrives at Phan

Rang air base, an Aussie air-

man is issued a stencil and a
can of red spray paint. The air-
man is given ne special instruc-
tions on what to do with the
paint. But should he return with
a full can of red paint, his fel-
low airmen like to josh him as
being not worth to be a mem-
ber of the Royal Australian Air
Force.

Some the well-known United
States aircraft that have borne
the red kangaroo are Air Force
One, President Johnson’s air-
plane; Pacific Air Force Com-
mander, General Ryan’'s C-135
and 7th Air Force Commander,
Lieutenant General Momyer's
White Whale.

In World War II it was “Kil-
roy was here,” and at Phan
Rang air base, it’s the Red
Kangaroo.

Lots of Leafiets

Air Force psychological war-
fare crews dropped more than
60 million leaflets while flying
more than 400 sorties over
enemy territory in the south this
week,

1
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VC SUSPECT—ARVN trooper confers with a. Vi.etn.aesewomaa;n. who was

in an grenade attack by a recon squad. The squad attacked the bunker in Wh;;llimtﬁg
ew grenades at the company from the mouth

woman was hiding after two male VC thr
of the cave.

- PRE-CHECK—Captain Bernard Mulier-Thym, New
fhork, (left) senior advisor to the 9th Recon Company,

ecks an ARVN soldier’s wound, before he is evacuated.

S : ; Sa Dee MACV—Tracking and
qpoge . - i A " trapping VC in the Delta is
strictly - business to the 9th
Recon Company, as the jack-
in-the-box tactics of the guer-
rillas ean hinder them in many
ways.

Trying for a surprise of its
own, the recon company landed
~in the operational area, neai Sa
Dec, in the early morning hours
but found only traces. of the
elusive enemy. However, before
an hour had passed, an ARVN
soldier was injured by a gre-
nade trap.

Settling on a mat of grass, a
“Dustoff”’- ship removed the
wounded soldier and the com-
pany pushed on. Nearing a
bunker line, two figures popped
up from the entrance of their .
lair and threw several grenades.
Far off target, the grenades ex-
. i el ; ; ; ploded harmlessly.

; e e . : e . S i An ARVN seuad blasted the

SR o T Gk bunker with M-1 carbine fire
and grenades. A sobbing voice
erupted from the bunker, firing
stopped, and from its wake a
young Vietnamese woman
emerged.

Moving the injured woman
from the fortification, the wun-
daunted squad eniered thé
bunker and found two dead male
VC.

“I suspect that she’'s a VC,
as casualty losses have foreed
them to use women,” remarked
Captain Bernard Muller-Thym,
senior advisor, 9th Recon Com-
pany. .

Flown out by helicopter, the
woman was taken to a Can Tho
hospital for = treatment. When
she recovers, she will be held
for interrogation.

Story & Photos by
SSgt Geo. Hicks, USA | -
- ‘Staff Writer

MEDEVAC—Hoisted aboard “Dustoff’" ship b crewman nd Tight eapons advi 32 ‘Fixst Clas:
S S | 1 g pons advisor, Sergeant First Class James
Fox, Louisville, Ky., (rear) wounded recon soldier, gets a quicf'r. removal from the ’iield.g : ;

2y g = ‘d.



Logistics Unit

Hq ROKF-V
Joint General Staff

Pacification of the countryside is an important part of any operation designed to clear
and hold the land. A trooper of the Tiger Division stands ready to assist and protect the
6,000 refugees who have gathered in less than 11 days at the Korean Refugee Center.

Dove Unit

Here they receive medical care, shelter and food.

K

Salgon (MACV) — Tt was in June, 17
years ago that the North Korean coms-
munists, attacking across the 38th parallel,
began a full-scale invasion of the Republic
of South Korea. The South Korean Army,
at that time, was much like the South Viet-
namese Army of today. Now, many years
later and many miles from the Pusan peri-
meter, the Bay of Inchon, the frozen waters
of the Yalu and the hills of Chorwon, the
ROK Armed Forces are again facing an
enemy in combat.

The enemy today bears a striking resem-
blance to the one he fought 17 years ago.
For this enemy, too, is a communist soldier.
Only this time supplied, trained and led by
the government of Hanoi in North Vietnam,

The North Vietnamese Army like the
North Korean in 1950, has invaded the south,
has crossed the DeMilitarized Zone at the
17th parallel. Its goal is the domination of
South Vietnam and its people.

Having shared a similar experience, the
people of South Korea were sympathetic to

L. en. hae, Myung-hin
Commander, ROKF-V

a request from the South Vietnamese goy.
ernment for help. They responded ipe
mediately in September, 1964.

The first contingent of ROK forces ¢
arrive was 140-bed Mobile Army Surgica
Hospital which is located at Vung Tau,

This unit was followed in February
1965, by a Korean Construction Support
Group, know as the Dove Unit. It is located

at Di An near Bien Hoa. In October, 1965}

the 2nd ROK Marine Brigade, known as t
Blue Dragon Unit, 4,500 men strong, ived,
It is located near Chu Lai in Qua_ Ngaj
province. J

L Units of the ROK Capital Division, known

as the Tiger Division are located in Qui
Nhon. In September, 1966, the White Horse
Division, 9th ROK Infantry landed at Nha
Trang and established base camp head-
quarters at Ninh Hoa.

Other ROK supporting units include the

-lﬂﬂth Logistics Command in Nha Trang

and Naval Transport Support Group, the Sea
Gull unit in Saigon.

All Republic of Korea Forces in Vietnam
22 under the command of Lieutenant Gen-
Chae, Myung-Shin of Headquarters,
nwKF-V, which is co-located with other Free
World Military Assistance Forces in the

FWF compound in Saigon. Korean forces
in Vietnam now number 45,000 men.

The primary job of the Tiger Division com-
manded by Major General Lew, Byong-Hion
and the White Horse Division commanded
by Major General Lee, So-Dong along with
the Blue Dragon Brigade commanded by
Brigadier General Kim, Yeun-Sang is to
participate in combat action.

The ROK Construction Support Group
commanded by Brigadier General Choi, Il-
Yong is called the Dove unit because of the

_action programs and rural reconstruction

peaceful aspects of its participation in civie
projects, including the building of roads,
schools, playgrounds, dispensaries and
bridges,

The Mobile Army Surgical Hospital
(MASH) serves both the Vietnamese and
Korean forces as well as the Vietnamesa
civilian population in its area. The 100th
Logistics Command is headed by Brigadier
General Lee, Bomb-June and the Sea Gull
unit by Navy Captain Lee, Kae-Ho,

Blue Dragon Regt,

Enemy supplies captured by the Tiger Division are dis-

played for Colonel Samran, CO of the Royal Thai MAG.

Tiger Division

White Horse Division

Sea Gull Unit

The delicate touch of an eye surgeon bringdipe for relief to a Vietnamese patient. Since
opening its doors in 1964, the ROK hospl(MASH) at Vung Tau has treated more than
46,000 patients and performed over 2,100%jor surgical operations.

Vietnamese girls at the Qui-
Nhon High School acquire a
new virtue as they learn the
art of Tae Kwon Do from a
Tiger Division instructor.
There are now 70 ROK Tae
Kwon Do instructors in Viet-
nam training 11,408 Viet-
namese and 40 Americans.

For the children of Loi Chen a

new playground and a shelter

from the sun and rain. One of
. 19 playgrounds built or re-

paired by the Dove Unit based
. at Di An since their arrival in

Vietnam.

&
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Day And Night Security

Green Fatigue

ROVING TEAMS-—AH‘ Pollce Security Alert Teams roam inter-perimeter areas at
Tan Son Nhut 24 hours a day and are usually first to the scene when trouhle arises,

'COMMUNICATIONS NERVE CDNTER——taff Sergeant Orvil E. Willis, Des Arc,

a communicator at the Air Police Central Sezurit
e T ity Control, handles all communi-

VI I‘AL SENT
First Class Le
sentry dog,

Tan Son Nhut (USAF) —
Air Police from the 377th Air
Police Squadron at Tan Son
Nhut Air Base are alert day and
night keeping a vigilant eye for
any form of trouble at
Vietnam’s huge air base.

The mission of the 377th is to
meet and, turn back any pen-
etration of the base interper-
imeter and, in addition, to
handle law enforcement,
customs inspections and other
Air Police activities.

Air Police law enforcement

sections in Vietnam are a little
gliffurenl than Stateside. Besides
issuing tickets and handling
traffic control, the section is at
least 75 per cent a security force
in itself. Quan Canh, Vietnamese
guards directly under the control
of the Vietnamese Air Force,
assist in law enforcement ac-
tivities.
! Air Police are trained to do a
job. . . . and they do it well.
Equipped with portable and
mobile radio sets, Air Policemen
manning posts around the base
e€an contact the control center
instantly. When an emergency
call comes in, trucks loaded with
quick-reaction forces are on the
way to the scene.

Seniry dogs are invaluable to
the 377th Alr Police Squadron,
Pog and handler teams are
posted from dark to daylight,

Helmet

immediately inside the air base
perimeter. These teams are the
first line of detection.

Following the April, 1966
attack en Tan Son Nhut, the
Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam, made a study. of the
base defense Many improve-
ments have been made since the
study was completed. New
perimeter lights have been
installed and key points
refortified,

Another aid has been the
spare-time project of the Air
Police in elearing waist-high
elephant grass along the base
perimeter, The Air Police
bulldozed, mowed and burned
more than 700 acres of the
dense reed-like growth. This
clearance has robbed the enemy
of a place to hide and has made
it easier for K-9 and post patrols
to observe anyone appreaching,

Pride. . . in himself and his
unit. . . flourishes among Air
Poliee in Vietnam. They work as
a tleam. There is still some
“spit and polish’’ attached to
being an AP.. During guard
mounts, whether it be the
daytime force garbed in normal
green fatigue uniform with blue
helmet or the night unit dressed
in traditional combat
flage fatigues, Air Policemen
are proud of their appearance
and their job.

Story by SSgt Gerald S. O’Hara, USAF
Photos by SSgt Andy Sarakeoh, USAF

RY DOG TEAM—-Canme handler, Alrman
on E. Senecal, Easthampton, Mass., and his

Rex, patrol the perimeter,

camou-

. Army Artillerymen at Beckon of Marines

!
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Camp J. J. Carroll (USA)—-
Almost within *‘spitting’’ dis-

tance of the 17th parallel, three
battalions of U. S. Army artil-
lery now support U. S. Marines
who slug it out with North Viet-
namese soldiers in

rugged

Quang Tri Province.

In a unique arrangement, the
artillery units, under adminis-
trative control of the Army's I
Field Force, Vietnam Forward,
provide big gun support to the
Jrd Marine Division.

NEAR THE DMZ—A smoke ring blooms as another 175-
mm projectile roars to a target from U.S. Army guns sup-

partmg Marine Corps Activities on the DMZ (USA Photo) _

150 Pounds of Pressure
Fights the War on Fire

Da Nang (USN)—Water fights
with a stream of water 250 feet
long with enough force to knock
a man down seem like a
strange way to fight a war.

Actually this is part of the
on-the-job training for the crew
of the modified LCM-3 (Land-
ing Craft Medium) fireboat.
The fireboat is stationed at
Naval Support Activity, Da
Nang, and covers all craft in
the Da Nang harbor. The five-
man crew of the boat is on call
24 hours a day.

Hand-held- hoses can put out
a stream at a distance of 80 to
100 feet with 150 pounds of
pressure. The. craft is also
equipped with 3,000 gallons of
foam for smothering burning
fuel.

Each man aboard is a quali-
fied swimmer and first aid
training is a necessary qualifi-
cation for men serving on the
boat. Every member of the
crew is also cross-trained in
handling every other job on the
boat.

The fireboat has actually been
called on only once. The boilers
of a merchant ship in the Da
Nang harbor exploded in Feb-
ruary and the boat was called
for assistance. They watered
down the resulting fire for an
hour before it was under con-
trol.

Second Class Quartermaster

Jimmy Cain, Dallas, petty offi-
“cer in charge, said, “Our divi-
sion officer told us we .could do
anything as long as it was in
the line of training.” This con-
sists of water fights (good train-
ing for pump men), emergency
runs on burning beach fires and
practice runs into tight places.

The big 175mm guns can fire
a 146-ppund plmet‘tlle at ranges
of up to 22 miles.

*“We can cover nearly 99 per
cent. of Quang Tri Province,
from the China Sea to the Lao-
tian border if we have to,” said
Lieutenant Colonel Richard G.
Treffry, commanding officer of
the 2nd Battalion, 94th Artillery.

Because the big guns are self-
propelled, they frequently move
around when Marine command-
ers need to shift artillery sup-
port to another area.

“Whatever the Marines tell us
to do, we do it gladly,” said
Colonel Treffry. “We also sup-
port Army Special Forces and
ARVN (Army Republic of Viet-
nam) camps in the province.”

Besides direct support of in-
fantrymen, the Army’s Camp
Carroll-based 2nd Battalion, 94th
Artillery fires its 175's across
the Demilitarized Zone at bunk-
ers, command posts, troop con-
centrations and antiaircraft sites
in North Vietnam.

B Battery of the 6th Battalion,
27th Artillery made a long move
from Phuoc Vinh, 40 miles north
of Saigon, to the DMZ to join
the 2nd Battalion in October,
1966.

Forward observers, usually
Marine reconnaissance teams on
jungle patrol for three or four
days at a time, radio back
targets to the battalion’s fire
direction contiol center.

Small *“Bird Dog" spotter
plares flown by Army, Marine
and Air Force pilots also radio
targets to the big guns, includ-
ing sites in North Vietnam with-
in the guns’ range.

“We never know who will be
spotting for us out there, but
it really doesn’t matter,” Colo-
nel Treffry adclc “Thoy re all

TAILOR MADE FOR CHARLIE—Rows of heavy 175-
mm projectiles, stand ready in their storage area for a

firing mission near the DMZ.

darn good at the job.”

Both. Camp Carroll and the
Gio Linh site (less than a mile
from the DMZ) have been
heavily mortared by the enemy.
“We sometimes live like moles
in our deep bunkers, but we
keep the guns firing,”” says one
veteran of many heavy attacks
at Gio Linh.

Captain J. J. Carroll, USMC,
was mortally wounded on Octo-
ber 5, when hit by a shell frag-
ment. After his death, his men

(USA Photo)

named the ridge on Hill 400 in.
his memory “calling it “J.J."
Ridge. Now an artillery park
and military base in that area
—Camp Carroll—is named in
honor of the Captain.

Camp Carroll is also the home
of a third artillery battalion, the
1st Battalion, 40th Artillery,
which contains three highly mo-
bile firing batteries of self-pro-
pelled 105mm howitzers, that
supports and works closely with
the Mdrmcs

'‘Hoi Chanh’ Records For
Psyops ‘Chieu Hoi Team

Dong Tam (USA)—A Hoi Chanh (returnee) who turned himself into 9th Tnfantry

Division troops during a recent operation delivered a tape recorded message to his

family and other members of his hamlet, Binh Thoi, only 45 minutes after he was

evacuated from the area.

This mission was the first time that the psvchologlcal operations team stationed at
the 2nd Brigade base camp had been able to take such swift advantage of a Hoi Chanh

recorded message.

The former Viet Cong, who
approached D Company, 3vd
Battalion, 60th Infantry waving
a Chieu Hoi (“Open Arms” pro-
gram) leaflet, was the agricul-
tural Tommittee chief of his
hamlet.

His job included telling the
villagers when, where and what

Chaplains Receive Aid
From Phu Loi Soldiers

Phu Loi (USA)—The Vietnam-
ese Protestant Church in the
village of Phu Cuong now has
hundreds of new Bibles and
Hymnals, thanks to contribu-
tions from U.S. soldiers sta-
tioned at Phu Loi.

In a brief, simple ceremony
the new volumes were present-
ed to Huynh Van Thien, Chris-
tian Missionary Alliance pastor
of the Phu Guong church by
three Army chaplains.

Major David F. Tate, 23rd
Artillery Group, Captain M.R.
Standley, 1st Infantry Division
Artillery, and Captain Jerry
Woodbery, 11th Aviation Battal-
ion, also plan to provide the
church with a new organ.

Following the presentation,
held on the pastor’s pmch the
chaplains were invited in for
tea. The pastor then conducted

the Army chaplains on a tour
of the village sanctuary, a large
concrete building furnished
plainly with benches and a
small bafttered organ.
ers of paper flowers strung with
small British, Vietnamese and
American flags are hung from
the ceiling, relieving the severi-
ty of the interior. :

The glass was missing from
the windows in the east side of
the church. The Vietnamese
clergyman, speaking through an
interpreter, explained that the
building next door had been
damaged by a Viet Cong satchel
charge, and the force of the
blast had shattered the church
windows. Six hundred piasters
for each pane of glass was
more than the church’s budget
could stand,
frames remain emply.

Stream- |

so the window

te plant, !vamg Viet Cong
taxes, contacting the “mlddl(,
man’’ to send rice to the market
and making arrangements for
fertilizer and water buffalo.
After he contacted the Ameri-
can troops, the Hoi Chanh was
evacuated from his hamlet by
helicopter to Dong Tam where
he was interviewed by the 9th
Military Intelligence Detach-
ment to determine if he was, in
fact, a reformed Viet Cong.

Following the interview, he
was asked if he would like to
give his family and friends a
taped message and said he
would. While the tapc recor dmg

Leaving Vletnum'-’

You are not allowed to con-
vert military payment certifi-
cates (MPC) to U.S. dollars in
an amount greafer than the
total amount drawn during a
one month period unless your
conversion is supported by a
certificate from vour command-
er showing that the excess MPC
was acquired legitimately.

Failure to obtain the required
certificate will require that you
make application to Hgq USAF
which is a time consuming pro-
cess. '

was being made, a helicopter
was outfitted with a loud speak-
er.

The tape was rushed to the
helipad, and within 45 minutes
after the man's evacuation, his
tape recording was being broad-
cast to his hamlet.

The Hoi Chanh said he was
glad to be back with the govern-
ment, and that he had beéen
treated well. He ended his tape
by encouraging other Viet Cong
to take advantage of the Chieu
Hei program.

Army Studies

Use of SSAN

Washington (ANF) — The
Army will conduet tests this
month to evaluate problems in-
volved in obtaining Social Secu-
rity Account Numbers for all
incoming service personnel.

The tests are in response to a
Secretary of Defense directive
that all individuals entering on
active duty after June 30 have
a Social Security Account Num-
ber (SSAN). The program will
eventually substitute the SSAN
for the military smwcc num-
ber. ]
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Not at Vung Tau Center

Vung Tau (USA)—Thousands
of U.S, soldiers who have taken
a three-day rest and recupera-
tion leave at the 1st Logistical
Command operated R&R center
at Vung Tau might find it hard

to believe, but the ultra modern’

rest center is gefting better

every day.

Army Unit

Chu Lai (USA) — Task Force
Burgess, located at the Marine
base at Chu Lai, is one of the
most unique organizations in
Vietnam.

The 1st Logistical Command
unit consists of 15 technicians
from each of the Army’s tech-
nical services. It provides third
echelon maintenance and sup-
ply support te the Army units
in the Chu Lai area.

The task force, which is
named for its noncommissioned
officer in charge, Staff Sergeant
Earl R, Burgess, Oak Hill, W.
Va., is probably one
smallest in Vietnam,

Most of its efforts are direct-
ed to A Battery, 2nd Batialion,
94th Artillery with emphasis on
replacing the worn tubes of the
battery’s 175mm guns. The task
force also transports ammuni-
tion to the gun site.

“Being a small Army unit on
a Marine bhase has ceriainly

been a challenge to us,” com-
mented Sergeant Burgess. “We

really take a lot of friendly
ribbing from these Marines.
They say we're the Army’s ver-
sion of McHale's Navy.

“It’s all in good fun. We ac-

MONTAGNARD LEARNS OF MEDICARE—A U.S.
Army Medic treats a Montagnard boy in the Village of
In addition to providing medical care,
on an improyed water system for the

Plei Bong Phun.
work is beginning
villa

Homesteads
At Marine Corps’ Base

of the |

| of Saigon.

“Right now we’re in the midst
of a major renovation,” said
Sergeant First Class Thomas E.
Curry, Delaware, Ohio, noncom-
missioned officer in charge of
the center. “We're adding a bit
of color to the rooms with a
fresh paint job, new curtains
and bedspreads, a new bar and

tually enjoy being with these
Marines, and we especially en-
joy their ehow.”

Anci’ent Maze
Destroyed By
‘Black Lions’

Phu Loi (USA)—Two and a
half decades of lecal Viet Cong
domination came to an abrupt
end when sharp-eyed soldiers of
B Company, 2nd Battalion, 28th
Infantry discovered and de-
stroyed a labyrinth in an enemy
underground headquarters north

Only nine miles from Saigon,
the “Black Lion” unif came
upon the tunnel complex during
a jungle seal and search ep-
eration,

Although the VC made good
their escape, the soldiers un-
covered a cache of weapons,
radio equipment and documents.

According te Captain John A.
Turner the 4,000 foot complex
dated back to the days of the
Viet Minh who operated in the
area 25 years ago.

. (USA Photo)

game room on the roof of the
annex, and putting aceustical
tile and indirect lighting in the
bar and dining room.”

A swimming pool and an 18-
hole riniature golf course are
scheduled ‘in the near future.
Four additional pool tables and
two more ping pong tables are
also on order.

The Vung Tau R&R Center,
operated by soldiers of Saigon
Support Command’s 53rd Gen-
eral Support Group, accommo-
dates 260 servicemen during
each three-day R&R period.

“Our objective here at the
R&R Center is to give service-
men a relaxing place where
they can forget the war for
three days,” said Sergeant Cur-
ry.

Among the many attractions
of the center is a fully air-con-
ditioned dining room that effers
a choice of three entress for
five choices for breakfast and
lunch and dinner. “The dining
room operates as a field mess,
but you've never seen a field
mess like it,”" said Sergeant
Curry. :

One of the biggest drawing
cards to R&R vacationers is the
beach, which fronts on the South
China Sea. Special Services pro-
vide beach chairs without cost,
and the Beachcomber Club is a
popular gathering spot for the
swimmers.

Vung Tau is the only in-coun-
fry R&R Center.

RECON BY WATER—A few members of the 9th Divie

SR

sion infantrymen from the 3rd Brigade’s 3rd Battalion,
39th Infantry plunge in to check the way in the Mekong

Delta near Rach Kien.

(USA Photo)

Traps, Abushes and Sweat Mark
Battle-Tested Training for lvymen

Dau - Tieng (USA)—The men
ran, sweat pouring down their

faces. The cadence was fast, but

the soldiers, many still with
Stateside starch creases in their
fatigues, kept up. They were the
newest replacements. for J3rd

Brigade, 4th Infantry Divisien. '

The replacement center, eom-

manded by Captain Samuel E.

Negrea Jr., Sharon, Pa., ecan
accommodate 115 men af one

time.

__ Shovellers Fight Boredom,

“Since October,” Captain
Negrea said, “we’ve processed
1,300 new men.”” Each new re-

placement is given almost five

days of extensive training be-
fore he is turned over to his as-
signed unit.

“Soui. Tre Hall, a new class-

‘room named after a recent bat-

tle in° which the 3rd Brigade
helped kill 647 Viet Con,. in four
hours, can seat 75 students at
one time. It’s here that the men
learn the finer points of Viet

But Continue to Sandbag

Dau Tieng (USA)—In order to
fight the boredom that inevit-
ably comes to soldiers manning
an artillery support base, the
Army has devised an ingenious
method of occupyving otherwise
idle hours: filling sandbags —
thousands and thousands of
them.

The necessary equipment is:
fwo shovels, a thousand bags,
and a crew of five. Sand hag
filling is a job that requires
teamwork.

The bags come from the man-
ufacturer inside out and one
man is required to reverse the
bags to outside in. You can al-
ways see his badge of office—
a rash along one arm from
reaching inside the bag and
dragging it out.

The second man’s job is to
hold the bag while the third
man, using one of the shovels
carefully places 51% shovels full
of dirt into the bag.

The fourth man in the erew
ties the tops of the bags shut.
The fifth man takes the second

shovel and leans on it.

There are two men in the
world who could win the ever-
lasting gratitude of the troops.
First is the man who can fig-
ure out a device to make the
sandbags inside in. The second
is the one who can invent a
device similar to a hay baler
that takes empty bags in one
end and then drops a nicely
tied sandbag from the other.

You Name [t-
We'll Have It

Vung Tau (USA)—One “ship”
the troops in Vung Tau don’t
want to see leave is officially
designated Refrigerated Barge
6668, the floating ice cream
plant unofficially referred to as
the “Yum-Yum Yacht.” -

A three-man tutti fruiti team

. is producing 350 gallons of ice

cream a day on the only Army
ice cream plant in Vietnam,

1 i §5a5

Cong fortifications, patrolling
techniques, ambushes and booby
traps.”

Outside the classroom is an

- area surrounded by barbed wire

and filled with American-made
Viet Cong traps.

“At first some of the men
laugh at the crude ways the
Viet Cong make their booby
traps,” the 31-year old Captain
said, “but when they see the
traps aetually working the
smiles disappear.”

The enclosed area is strewn
with lethal traps designed to
kill, maim and inflict an assort-
ment of agonizing wounds. A
pit, four feet deep, contains
deadly punji stakes embedded
at the bottom. Normally such a
pit would be camouflaged, but
for ebvious reasons the trap is
clearly visible.

A wicked mace. complete with
long bamboo barbs, plunges to
the ground. The weicht of the
weapon alone could break a
man'’s neck—the bamboo stakes
just guarantee the effectiveness
of killing a person. The replace-
ment cadre stress the impor-
tance of watching for such
weapons.

The area, complete with a 40-
foot tunnel, is equipped with foot
traps, swinging bamboo traps
and minor obstacles designed
mostly to inflict small wounds,
but serious enough to puf a man
in great pain and definitely ouf
of action.

The men, when they airive
from the 90th Replacement Bat-
talion, are issued equipment
and a weapon from the units to
which they are destined,

gL |
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1. Which player holds the
record for the most home runs
by. a rvookie in the major
leagues? ; ’

2. What are the odds against
“scoring a hole-in-one?

3. What National Hockey
League team has won the most
Stanley Cup playoffs? :

4. Who was the NFL’s leading
scorer in the 1966 season?

5. Who pitched the only no-
hitter in the major leagues last
season?

6. In bowling, what do the
terms “turkey” and ‘poodle”

mean?
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Editorial

Future Savings
United States Savings Bonds help strengthen America

and further the cause of freedom.

Members of the Armed Forces can see first hand how
vital the Savings Bond program is to the cause of freedom,

at home, in the Republic of Vietnam and throughout the

world.
" According to President Johnson, servicemen and
women are excellent examples of participation in the Serv-
ice Bond program. He said, “They who are investing their
lives in freedom’s cause are also - investing. in Savings

Bonds. Last year, American servicemen bought almost-

$950 million worth of Savings Bonds—close to $90 mil-
lion in the last quarter alone.”

During this year’s “Share in Freedom” U.S. Savings

Bond campaign, all Americans will be asked to buy bonds
“regularly. _ < - :

Now, however, there is a new addition to the bond
line-up. It is the “Freedom Share,” a companion to the
Series E bonds and sold only in combination with them
and through a regular purchase plan such as payroll
savings. A

They’re available in four denominations with the
purchase price set at 81 per cent 6f the.face value. You
can buy a $25 Freedom Share for $20.25; a $50 one for
$40.50; a $75 share for $60.75; and a $100 Freedom
Share for $81.00.

The Freedom Shares pay 4.74 per cent interest and
mature in four and a half years, as opposed to 4.15 per
cent interest in seven years for the regular Series E bonds.

Savings Bonds and the new Freedom Shares not only

_help your country, but they help you save money. For a
“ew dollars a month you can help guarantee the future for
yourself, your family and your nation. , '

If you're already buying bonds, buy a Freedom Share
too. If you're not signed up to get bonds on a regular
basis, join the millions of Americans who are making a
sound investment in their security through the Savings
Bond program. (AFNB)

Armed Forces D_&;“P.rayer'

Washington (ANF)—God of our fathers, who hast
made us heirs of brave and faithful men and women,
accept, we pray Thee, this Armed Forces Day, our humble

gratitude for the boundless blessings which they have |

bequeathed to us. Grant that we may prove worthy of
their heroism and sacrifice.

We commend to Thy keeping all who are serving in
our Armed Forces on land, sea and in the air. May Thy
gracious Providence watch over them and guide them
to victory and honor in defense of our nation and prin-
ciples. In all things may. they know Thy power and
presence. .

We thank Thee for the innumerable spiritual and
material resources of our servicemen in their struggle for
a just and lasting peace. Make us mindful of our own
responsibilities to mankind. Be our refuge and strength

~go that in all battles of life we may be valiant in our
service to Thee and our beloved country. Amen (Armed
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IG Team
Gives IG
Pointers

Saigon (MACV)—Even while
fighting a war, inspections are
important, so 24 members of the
Vietnamese Inspector General
(IG) Staff, Joint General Staff,
received an orientation from
U. S. inspectors recently.

The U. S. team—three mem-
bers of the Department of the
Army IG instruction Team —

the one-week course.

give the Vietnamese students a
rundown on the techniques, pro-
cedures and policies in making
inspections, investigations, and

U. S. IG- Corps.

‘tending * the ceourse will teach
other newly assigned Vietnam-
ese inspectors general at their

«~own IG school. :

The instructors informed the
students that the mission of the
~U. S, Army IG Corps is to as-
sist the commanders - in preb-
lems solving, and not merely to:

The U. S. team gives orienta-
tion courses arcund the world,
and conducts classes eight times
annually for newly assigned in-
spectors general for all U. S.
services and for
foreign countries. This was the
team’s first trip to Vietnam.

At the present time there are’
only four U. §. Army IG advi-
sors in Vietnam; it is expeected
that there eventually will be an
IG advisor at the corps and divi-
sion level of the Vietnamese
Army. :

Marriage,
Divorce,
Marriage

"~ An Son (USA) — After nine
months of - divorce, the helicop-
ters of the 232d Assault Helicop-
ter Company have had a re-

Arriving in Vietnam in mid-
.1966, the 282d “Black Cats’}
were assigned a general support
mission for both I and II Corps
areas, with headquarters in Da
Nang. Because of their mission
the troop-carrying “slicks’’ and
the gunships of the 282nd were
normally employed in single-
ship tasks from bases through-
out beth corps areas.

Flying vnescorted over rugged
terrain and VC-infested terri-
tory with only door gunners
for protection beeame common-
place. Most members of the
“Black Cats” felt divorce was
permanent. e

With reconciliation an accom-
plished fact, the unit is loeking
forward. to providing bigger and
better support. .

Cloth Insignia:

Save Them

Washington . (AT) — Cloth
insignia of enlisted grades isn’t
headed forr the junk pile despite
a recent report that the Army
is considering adoption of mini-
ature pin-on.. metal insignia.
Pentagon officials say the mini-
atures, if adopted, would be
-used only on field and utility
uniferms, - e it

.No.. decision will ba made on

"July when recommendations are

due from USARV. :

came here from Washington for

Purpose of the course was to.

in receiving complaints in the

" Some of the Vietnamese at- |

find faunlt. : g5t

students of

cenciliation and were ‘‘remar-
ried" in a rcorganization of the
company.

the pin-on insignia until at least-

“Money saved is earned,” barked the Top,
As he buttoned his shirt in Dalat.
He got paid at nine, '
And made a bee line,
To buy bonds and to save for Bangkok.

To haggle, first listen, then laugh,
At the first price; then offer them half.
With patience you'll get,
A good bargain, we’ll bet,
And you'll save enough loot for a calf
(Good Grief!).

A well-known cartoonist named Tony,
Suspected some merchants were phony.
So he learned Vietnamese,
And now listens with ease,
As they plbt-' to -dislz;ose of his “mony.”

A troop from patrol named Shelleens,
Had a thought as he cleaned M-16’s.
In my checking account,
Is an adequate amount,
For my R&R to the Phifippines.

A T-girl said “How you know Joe,
This job that I throw you is snow?”’
9 i ﬁot, he replied,
“Brand new on this side.
“And this tea bit is stupid for she.”

Vietnam Added To
WAC's History
. Washington (AFN)—The Women’s Army Corps is.

still a “young woman,” compared to the date American
men first donned an Army uniform. However, the WAC

has established a colorful history and excellent récora .

of service since its organization only 25 years ago.
The initial step to create an Army women’s team’

was taken in 1941 by a woman, Representative Edith
Nourse Rogers . of Massachu-
settes. A bill was introduced
and signed by President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt on May 14,
1942,

Training began during mid-
July at Fort Des Moines, Towa.
In July, 1943, President Roose-
velt signed Public Law 110, es-
tablishing the Women’s Army
Corps _as a component of the
Army of the Unifed States. It
became a permanent part of the
Army on June.12, 1948, with the
signing of. Public Law 625 by
President Harry S Truman.

A permanent. Women's Army
Corps, Cénter was dedicated in
1954 -at Fort McClellan, Ala.
Since that time, the WAC has
grown and matured, always

keeping an eye on the future.
During the past two years,:
some Army women have served
as advisors and stenographers
in the Republic of Vielnam. A
WAC detachment of 80° women
has been assigned to Headquar-
ters, U.S. Army, Vietnam (US-

gon. : R

Colonel Elizabeth P. Hoising-
ton, Director, Women's Army
Corps said, ‘It is with great
pride, on our 25th anniversary
that I inventory the resources.
within our Women's Army
Corps _and the  opportunities,
which lie ahead for their ad-
vancement as members of the
Army Team.”

ARV), on the outskirts of Sai-

B i i...
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~ Peace Not War
Allows Progress

By Sp4 John Morgan,
USA Staff Writer

Tan My (MACV) — The stone-
paved road from Long Xuyen to
Tan My hamlet winds for 20 km
past broad fields where peas-
ants till rich land, along a wide
canal where numerous sampans
laden with produce chug to
market, and over a dozen
bridges spanning small rivers.
farming and not
with war.

Is this Vietnam? Yes, but An
Giang province is a land apart.

comimerce,

.The most thoroughly pacified

province in Vietnam, An Giang
is the scene of a bundle of
priority agricultural, economie,
social and educational pregrams
that are fast turning the prov-
ince into a showcas: of the pro-

) gress and prosperity possible in

Vietnam in time of peace.

In Tan My, a quiet fishing
and farming hamlet of Cho Moi
district, a 54-man Revolutionary
Development team has just dug
a new canal from the river into
the field for irrigation and sam-

‘pan access. They are also lay-

ing a road through the hamlet

on a level high ‘enough to re-

main above water level during

‘the coming monsoons.

RD teams are armed and
trained at the Vung Tau RD
center to establish security in
a hamlet and root out the Viet

-Cong infrastructure. But in Tan

My, where there is no Viet Cong
activity, the RD cadres are able
to devote their major effort to
local projects to improve agri-
culture, health, education, and
S0 on.,

Tan My residents are nearly
all Catholics, which partly ex-
plains the failure of the Viet
Cong to make in-roads here,
About 20 per cent of An Giang
province is Catholic. The other
80 per cent is Hea Hao, a Bud-
dhist offshoot founded by Huynh
Phu So in 1939. When Prophet

So refused to join ranks with
the communist Viet Minh in
1947, the Viet Minh killed him.
Ever since, the Hoa Hao have
been united in opposition to com-
munists.

VC Lose Their Grip

On GVN

Cu Chi (USA)—The Viet Cong
have apparently lost their grip
among their own people as a
result of Operation Makalapa.

A spokesman for the 2nd Bri-
gade, 25th Infantry Division,
stated that the number of Viet
Cong who have come back under
the control of the Vietnamese
government under the ‘‘Chieu
Hoi” program has risen 200 per
cent in the past 30 days.

The increase was credited, by
Brigade officers, to the heavy
pressure placed on the Viet
Cong by Allied combat opera-
tions and the increased security
offered ralliers.

eturnees

Leaflet drops carried out by
the Brigade’s psychological
operations personnel explained
the program theoroughly to pro-
spective ralliers.

Specially equipped helicopters
carrying high-powered public
address systems blared the
“Chieu Hoi” message through-
out the combat area, especially
after contact had been made
with the Viet Cong.

“These methods were effec-
tive,”” said Captain Meador,
“but the greatest single reason
for the increase in the number
of ralliers was the intensity
and size of Allied operations in
the area’.

DYNAMITE—Specmhst 5 Dave Caron, Butte, Mont., and Airman First Class Charles
Wingate, Charlotte, N.C., drop thousands of leaflets designed to undermine enemy
forces, over suspected VC positions.

(Photo by SFC A. E. Wakefield, USA, Staff Photographer)

Paper War Dynamite
To Viet Cong Forces

Bien Hoa (III CORPS I0)—Waging a war with dynamite-on-paper is a serious
business to the 246th Psychological Operations Company as their words create ex-
plosive havoc in the ranks of the VC.

The leaflets composed, printed and dropped by the 246th have resulted in mors
than 3,700 Viet Cong ra]lymg to the government of South Vietnam.

Work done in the ¢

‘Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) program by all psychological war-

fare units throughout the RVN is dealing the VC and the commumst north a harsh

blow. Since the origination of
the program in 1963 more than
60,000 VC and communist have
voluntarily returned to the side
of the government.

The 246th carries its messages
to the VC almost daily, riding
with pilots of the 5th Air Com-
mando Squadron located at Bien
Hoa air base. The leaflets are
carried aloft in the small two-
seat, single-engine U-10 for
small drops, and in the ancient
C-47 for larger jobs.

Normally a flight commits a
visible and audible form of war-
fare battle. First, leaflets are
dropped, then a message is
broadcast from the sky. Drops
are made throughout the III
Corps area, which is comprised
of 11 provinces and the Rung
Sat Special Zone in the south
central sectors.

It’s no accident that certain
messages are dropped in specif-
ic areas or that a particular
message directed to a particu-
lar VC unit will be dropped in
its suspected location.

Informatlon obtained from
suspects and captured detainees,
documents and Chieu Hoi re-
turnees are carefully studied,
sifted and recorded.

The majority of the data
comes from field teams which
serve with all major U. S. units
in the III Corps area. The
psywarriors also have a field
team attached to the 1st Aus-
tralian Task Force. . :

Responsibility for selecting
target areas for leaflet drops
is the job of the Air Operations
team. In addition to target se-
lection, the operation section

chooses the appropriate leaflet
and coordinates the upcoming

flight.

Messages are rewritten, trans-
lated and supplied with art work
before being dropped.

According to one psywarrior,
the leaflets are like thousands
of butterflies that flutter to earth
and, somewhere down there, are
VC who'd rather switch than
fight.

‘Mr. Flynn Sergeant Stays Again’

Da Nang (USMC) — The
ability to speak Vietnamese has
enabled Marine Sergeant Mich-
ael F. Flynn to have a definite
effect in pacifying villages in
I Corps.

Since arrving in Vietnam in
November, 1964, Sergeant Flynn
has used his constant contact
with Vietnamese people to learn
their language fluently.

Because of his language pro-
ficiency, he worked as the ecivil
affairs officer for the 2nd Bat-
talion, Third Marines, 3rd Ma-
rine Division. He was instrumen-
tal in the effort that pacified
Le My village.

A Combined Action Company‘

(CAC) was organized at An Me,
a small hamlet near Dai Loc,
20 miles south of Da Nang. A
different squad was sent to the
CAC each week. Sergeant
Flynn’s turn came and he
stayed.

He was so useful to the CAC
program — working with Viet-
namese Popular Forces to keep
the hamlet secure — that he was
assigned to the An Me post for
as long as his battalion re-
mained in the area.

When his unit received orders
to move, the sergeant requested
to stay with the CAC, which had
relocated to Loc An, deeper into

VC territory. His request was
denied.

The people of An Loc sent a
letter to his battalion command-
er, reading:

“We are respectfully to sub-
mit this letter to you. Will you
please give permission Mr.
Flynn Sergeant inhabit at our
hamlet because in lapse of time
he remain here he win all the
hearts of the whole people and
he can to speak Vietnamese
very much.”

Sergeant Flynn’s next request
was stamped “approved,” and
he was put in charge of the CAC
unit.

His first move was to re-locate

the CAC. He re-located again
and again until now it is further
in VC infiltrated area than any
other CAC unit in the Da Nang
area,

“T’'ve become so involved with
the people here, it's become a
personal war for me,” says Ser-
geant Flynn. “I've come to rely
on them as much or more than
they rely on me.”

If he doesn’t extend his Viet-
nam tour again he will return to
Texas and attend college,

“I plan to major in linguist-
ics, and return to Vietnam to
help rebuild this war-torn coun-
try,” he says.

Marines &
Army Have
175 Punch

By SSgt. Geo. Hicks, USA
Staff Writer

Gio Linh (MACV) — Face to
face with communism, Army
and Marine artillery batteries
at Gio Linh share one common
bond in being the nearest sta-
tioned American units to the
Demilitarized Zone.

Delivering tons of attillew
rounds on the DMZ and targets
inside North Vietnam, the Ma-
rine Composite Artillery Batta-
lion of the 12th Marine Regi-
ment pounds signal and supply
installations and troop buildups
as primary missions. e

According to Marine Sergeant
Major Robert Joiner, the bat-
teries are located about 2000
meters from Freedom Bridge, a
link between North and South
Vietnam.

The gun erews operate on the
save-a-plane system which in-
volves the use of a letter and
a number for target designation
to avoid hitting low flying air-
craft which make frequent
strikes over the area.

“There is a certain amount of
uneasiness about being here be-
cause of enemy mortar and ar-
tillery fire. One night we were
hit with over 1,000 rounds,” said
Sergeant Joiner.

To suppress mortar fire and
infiltration, the Marines have
erected watch towers which are
equipped with powerful tele
scopes. In manning the 60 ft
towers, the Marines can scan
the area for miles.
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Editorial

Fuiure Savings

United States Savings Bonds help strengthen America
and further the cause of freedom.

Members of the Armed Forces can see first hand how
vital the Savings Bond program is to the cause of freedom,
at home, in the Republic of Vietnam and throughout the
world. - '

According to President Johnson, servicemen and
women are excellent examples of participation in the Sen_r-
ice Bond program.. He said, “They who are investing their
lives in freedom’s cause are also. investing. in Savings

Bonds. Last year, American servicemen bought almost
$250 million worth of Savings Bonds—close to- $90 mil-
lion in the last quarter alone.” o

During this year’s “Share in Freedom” U.S. Savings
Bond campaign, all Americans will be asked to buy bonds
regularly. <

Now, however, there is a new addition to the bond
line-up. It is the “Freedom Share,” a companion to the
Series E bonds and sold only in combination with them
and through a regular purchase plan such as payroll
savings. ' _
They're available in four denominations with the
purchase price set at 81 per cent of the.face value. You
can buy a $25 Freedom Share for $20.25; a $50 one for
$40.50; a $75 share for $60.75; and a $100 Freedom
Share for $81.00.

The Freedom Shares pay 4.74 per cent interest and
mature in four and a half years, as opposed to 4.15 per
cent interest in seven years for the regular Series E bonds.

Savings Bonds and the new Freedom Shares not only
_help your country, but they help you save money. For a
“Few dollars a month you can help guarantee the future for
yourself, your family and your nation. :

If you're already buying bonds, buy a Freedom Share
too. If you're not signed up to get bonds on a regular
basis, join the millions of Americans who are making a
sound investment in their security through the Savings
Bond program. (AFNB)

Armed Forces Da;”Prayer’

Washington (ANF)—God of our fathers, who hast
made us heirs of brave and faithful men and women,
accept, we pray Thee, this Armed Forces Day, our humble
gratitude for the boundless blessings which they have
bequeathed to us. Grant that we may prove worthy of
their heroism and sacrifice.

We commend to Thy keeping all who are serving in
our Armed Forces on land, sea and in the air. May Thy
gracious Providence watch over them and guide them
to victory and honor in defense of our nation and prin-
ciples. In all things may they know Thy power and
presence. :

We thank Thee for the innumerable spiritual and
material resources of our servicemen in their struggle for
a just and lasting peace. Make us mindful of our own
responsibilities' to mankind. Be our reiuge and strength

g0 that in all battles of life we may be valiant in our
service to Thee and our beloved country. Amen (Armed
Forces Chaplains Board) ' : ;
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Miktitary  Assistance-

IG Team
Gives IG

Pointers

Saigon (MACV)—Even while
fighting a war, inspections are
important, so 24 members of the
Vietnamese Inspector General
(IG) Staff, Joint General Staff,
received an orientation from
U. S. inspectors recently.

The U. S. team—three mem-
bers of the Department of the
Army IG instruction Team —
came here from Washington for"
the one-week course.

Purpose of the course was to.
give the Vietnamese students a
rundown_on the techniques, pro-
cedures and policies in making
“inspections, investigations, and
in receiving complaints in the
U. S. IG Corps.

tending the ceurse will teach
other newly assigned Vietnam-
ese inspectors general at their

< own IG school.

The instruetors informed the
students that the mission of the
~U. S, Army IG Corps is to as-
sist the commanders in prob-
lems solving, and nof merely to:
find fault. : i g

The U. S. team gives orienta-
tion courses arcund the world,
and conducts classes eight times
annually for newly assigned in-
spectors general for all U, S.
services and for students of
foreign counfries. This was the
team’s first trip to Vietnam.

At the present time there are’
only four U. S. Army IG advi-
sors in Vietnam; it is expected
that there eventually will be an
IG advisor at the corps and divi-
sion level of the Vietnamese
Army. :

Marriage,
Divorce,
Marriage

~ An Son (USA) — After nine
months of divoice, the helicop-
ters of the 232d Assault Helicop-
ter Company have had a re-
cenciliation and were ‘‘remar-
ried” in a reorganization of the
company.

Arriving in Vietnam in mid-
1966, the 282d ‘“‘Black Cats"]
were assigned a general support
mission for both I and IT Corps
areas, with headquarters in Da
Nang. Because of their mission
the troop-carrying “slicks” and
the gunships of the 282nd were
normally employed in single-
ship tasks from bases through-
out beth corps areas.

Flying vnescorted over rugged

terrain and VC-infested terri-
tory with only door gunners
for protection beeame common-
place. Most members of the
“Black Cats” felt divorce. was
permanent. =

With reconciliation an accom-
plished fact, the unit is locking
forward to providing bigger and
better support. : :

- .

Cloth Insignia:

Save Them

Washington , (AT) — Cloth
insignia of enlisted grades isn’t
headed for the junk pile despite
a recent report that the Army
is considering adoption of mini-
ature . pin-on.. metal insignia.
Pentagon officials say the mini-
atures, if adopted, would be

used only on field and utility
uniforms. |

No.. decision will be made on

“July when recommendations are

Assistant Editor:) s SRl s s SP4 T.P. Rhoades, USA

due from USARV.

Some of the .Vietnamese at- |

the. pin-on insignia until at least-

“Money saved is earned,” barked the Top,
As he buttoned his shirt in Dalat.
He got paid at nine,

And made a bee line,
To buy bonds and to save for Bangkok. _

To haggle,. first listen, then laugh,
At the first price; then offer them half.

With patience you’ll get,
A good bargain, we'll bet,
And you'll save enough loot for a calf

. (Good Grief!).

A well-known cartoonist named Tony,

Suspected some merchants were phony.

So he learned Vietnamese,

And now listens with ease,

As they plot to dispose of his “mony.”

A troop from patrol named Shelleens,

Had a thought as he cleaned M-16’s.
In my checking account,

Is an adequate amount,
For my R&R to the Philippines.

A T-girl said “How you know Joe,

This job that I throw you is snow?”
“I'm not, he replied,
“Brand new on this side.
“And this tea bit is stupid for she.”

Vietnam Added
WAC's History

.. Washington (AFN)—The Women’s Army Cfn‘ps is .

To

still a “young woman,” compared to the date American

men first donned an Army uniform. However, the WAC
has established a colorful history and excellent recor
of service since its organization only 25 years ago.

The initial step to create an Army women’s team

was taken in 1941 by a woman, Representative Edith

Nourse Rogers . of Massachu-
settes. A bill was introduced
and signed by President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt on May 14,
1942, ; _

Training began during mid-
July at Fort Des Moines, Iowa.
In July, 1943, President Roose-
velt signed Public Law 110, es-
tablishing the Women's Army
Corps as a component of the
Army of the United States. It
became a permanent part of the
Army on June.12, 1948, with the
signing of. Public Law 625 by
President Harry S Truman.

A permanent. Women's Army
Corps. Center was dedicated in
1954 ~at ‘Fort McClellan, Ala.
Since that time, the WAC has
grown and matured, always

keeping an eye on the future.

During the past two years,
some Army women have served
as advisors and stenographers
in the Republic of Vietnam. A
WAC detachment of 80 women
has been assigned to Headquar-
ters, U.S. Army, Vietnam (US-
ARV), on the outskirts of Sai-
2on. T . i
Colonel Elizabeth P. Hoising-~
ton, Director, Women's Army
Corps said, “It is with great
pride. on our 25th anniversary
that I. inventory the resources
within. our Women’s Army
Corps _and the _ opporfunities
which lie ahead for their ad-
vancement as members of the
Army Team.”
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Choice
Sweep

Oasis (USA) — Men of the
Ind Brigade, 4th Infantry Divi-
sion are finding that they’re
talking more, listening more
and shooting less.

This talking is interrogation,
a weapon that they've been us-
ing since the brigade’s area of
operations moved closer to Plei-
ku and away from the Cambo-

“hdian border.

; In this new area, the members
“of the 2nd Battalion, 8th In-
fantry, are conducting many
more village sweeps. While few
villages were found across the
Se San River, the new area is
dotted with Vietnamese and
Montagnard villages.

Members of A Company con-
ducted a typically profitable
sweep of Plei Ko Bo village. In
the early morning hours, Cap-
tain Raymond Crawford
wrapped his company around
the settlement,

At the same time, Civilian Ir-
regular Defense Group (CIDG)
soldiers and interpreters at-
tached to the company moved
the villagers out of the homes
and into a central location.

Moving quickly, the CIDG and

Words
Village

interpreters broke down the
ropulation into three groups;
women and children, the elder-
ly, and all males ranging in age
from 18 to 35. This last group
was the target of the interroga-
tion, for they were of military
age.

The first two men convinced
the questioners they had no
connection with the Viet Cong,
It was on the third, however,
that they struck pay dirt. He
was a healthy, husky lad, and
the look in his eyes showed he
held little love for his interro-
gators.

He broke down under the skill-
ful questioning of the men and
confessed his association with
the VC. He also pointed out six
of his comrades in the village
who were Viet Cong.

At the same time, a military
intelligence team was searching
another group for evidence
which might connect them
with the enemy. Here too, they
were successful. Indications
were that -five' of the group
might have done work for the

ARVN Officer

Earns

US Silver Star Medal

Soe Trang (IV CORPS 1I0) —
Major Le Van Hung, command-
~ing officer of the 31st Regiment,
21st ARVN Infantry Division,
received the United States’ third

—highest award for valor, the
((lilver Star, in
_Jis actions as a battalion com-

recognition of

ander, during a IV Corps op-
eration in Chuong Thien prov-
‘ince September, 1966.

At the beginning of the opera-

tion, Major Hung's unit was lift- |

ed by helicopters to reinforce
another battalion which was un-
der attack by a large Viet Cong
unit.

The landing zone was under
heavy fire and Major Hung
quickly organized his forces, de-
ployed them in attack formation
and led an assault against
strongly fortified enemy posi-
tions.

Two Sailors
Named ‘Head"
Advisors

Da Nang (USN)—Two men
from the U. S. Naval Support
Activity have earned the name
of ‘“head” advisors in a pilot
project recently started by Third
Marine Amphibious Force Pub-

. Builder Second Class Fred
owning, Denham Springs, La.,
Adel, Iowa have the job of ad-
and Fireman Harold Carey,
Adel, Towa have the job of ad-
vising Vietnamese workers on
the construction of new head
(toilet) * facilities at a girl's
school in Da Nang.
. The program for installing the
new facilities was started by the
Public Health Department in
cooperation with the U.S. Agen-
cy for International Develop-
ment (USAID), and the civie
action section of the Support
Activity.

The two sailors are doing
some of the work but their main
job is- advising. Builder Down-
ing is the technical specialist
while Fireman Carey, an inter-
preter, provides liaison between:
petty officer Downing and the

ietnamese,

@c Health Department.

ments neared their objective,
they began to receive heavy
automatic weapons fire which
threatened to halt the advance.
Reacting at once, Major Hung
exposed himself to the hostile
fire as he moved to a vantage
point, obtained a grenade
launcher and destroyed ene of
the enemy’s gun positions. Fir-
ing from a completely exposed
location, he destroyed a second
emplacement.

Redeploying his forces, he led
them through enemy fire into
the remaining hostile positions.
In vicious hand-to-hand fighting,
the major’s unit inflicted numer-
ous casualties on the Viet Cong
and captured a large amount of
enemy equipment.

Bao Trai (USN)—A re-
sourceful Navy Seabee civic
action team has found a
way to use discarded artil-
lery canisters to help solve
the problems of disease and
sanitation among the 2,000
people of Bao Trai village, capi-
tal of Hau Nghia province.

The team’s Hospital Corps-
man First Class, Les Lagda,
found ‘“‘diseases here that are
unheard of in the U.S.,” pointing

Ammo Canisters Used
To Curb Viet Disease

out that “most of the ailments
could be eliminated if these peo-
ple had a proper diet and
adequate sanitation facilities.”
“Most serious,” said Lieu-
tenant - (jg) William A. Moros,
“was the lack of drainage which
made most of the streets in
town solid mud during the rainy
season.” The stagnant water
encouraged the breeding of
malaria-carrying mosquitoes.
“We began by hauling tons
of fill to raise the street level,”

HATS OFF—A Vietnamese child of Bao Trai village
ventures forward to say hello to Navy civic action men

of Seabee Team 0406.

(USN Photo) -

continued the lieutenant. “We
had the equipment for this but
most of the drainage ditches
had to be dug by hand. We
mentioned the need for laborers
to the province chief, Colonel
Trung Ta Nguyen. The next day,

Colonel Nguyen had Vietnam- -

ese excavating the ditches, and
soon the job was completed.

‘“We did run into difficulty,”
he admitted. ‘“There was no pipe
available for culverts that we
wanted to put at the entrance
of each house.” 3

The ingenious Seabees utilized
discarded 155mm and 105mm
howitzer canisters by welding
them together end to end, and
soen had the pipe for their
culverts.

Bao Trai is located about 30
miles northwest of Saigon, along
a dirt road called Route 8. Dur-
ing the monsoons, sections of
this road disappear under water,
virtually isolating the commu-
nity from the outside world.
Making  the road passable
throughout the year was of
primary concern to the village
officials.

The Seabees trained one of
the Vietnamese to operate -a
dump truck and began hauling
fill dirt from a nearby quarry to
the swampy road. Progress was
halted occasionally by sniper
fire and land mines, but thou-
sands of cubic yards of dirt
?ave raised the road about three
eet, ;

The 13-man Seabee Team
-0406, along with seven other
such teams from Navy construc-
tion battalions, is sponsored by
the U.S. Agency for Internation-
al Development (USAID). The
teams teach rural Vietnamese
methods of construction, sanita-
tion and health care.

Garbage disposal presented
another preblem that Team 0406
is solving. For years the vil-
lagers have thrown refuse in
any convenient corner, which
contributed to the rat popula-
tion and the spread of disease.

Key Role

Battle-Tested Viet Rangers Work
In Highland Relocation Program

Plei Rongol (USA) — A Mon-
tagnard city is expanding near
this small village and the pur-
ple-bereted men of the 11th
Army of Vietnam Ranger Bat-
talion are standing by to see
there is no Viet Cong or North
Vietnamese intervention in its
growth.

The city is an essential part of
the ‘“Edap . Enang Program’
currently being executed by the
Vietnamese government, The
project, when completed, will
group up to 10,000 Montagnards
of the Central Highlands west
of Pleiku, info a central secure
area,

Relocation of the ‘“‘mountain
people” will free them from Viet
Cong domination. And at the
new centralized location, the
people will be better able to re-
ceive the various sorts of aid
planned for them by the Repub-
lic of Vietnam. :

A key role in the program
rests on the 11th ARVN Ranger

Battalion. Working in the rolling -

hills and valleys surrounding
the new city, the rangers will
insure the Montagnards freedom
from VC harassment. The Viet-
namese soldiers are also

charged with bringing a halt to
the Viet Cong mining of the por-
tion of Route 19B that runs
through their area. ;
.Led by Dai Uy (Captain)
Nguyen Kim Bien, a veteran of
the French battles against the
Viet Minh, the battalion came
to the Pleiku area from Lam
Dong sector where it was suc-
cessful in breaking up a ring of
VC tax collectors.

“This is a good battalion with
good soldiers,” said the Dai Uy
proudly as he recounted the his-
tory of the unit he has com-
manded since June, 1966.

Before the Lam Dong opera-

tion, the rangers had spent nine .

months in the II Corps, area.
Moving just outside of the corps
sector, the unit set up on Route
20 to lay in wait for the tax col-
lectors.

“We killed 10 VC.and cap-
tured five more in the short time
we were there,” Dai Uy Bien
explained, “In addition to de-
stroying the Viet Cong tax col-
lection points, we also captured
four weapons — one Chinese
Communist rifle and three car-
bines.” it

from

ese battatlion fighting with the

He pointed out that it took
two battalions to replace the
men of the 11th Rangers when
it returned to Pleiku.

At Plei Rongol, Dai Uy Bien
uses platoon-sized patrols dur-
ing daylight and smaller am-
bushes are periodically set up
along Highway 19B to forestall
incidents.

In the -few weeks that the
rangers have been in the area,
they've accounted for five VC
killed in action. Although the
figures are small, the rangers
are on top of the problem. Viet
Cong activity is at a standstill
in their area and there have
been no mining incidents on the
road.

Like his unit, which was the
first of the 20 Vietnamese Rang-
er Battalions to organize, Dai
Uy Bien is a veteran campaign-
er against the communists,

Soon after his 1953 graduation
the National Military
Academy at Dalat, the Ranger
commander joined a Vietnam-

French against the Viet Minh
in North Vietnam.

During his service career he
has attended a number of United

States Army schools, including

the Infantry School at Fort Ben-
ning, Ga., and also attended a
counter-insurgency course in
Okinawa. Later because of his
good command of English, he
stayed on at the U.S. Army
School in Okinawa as an inter-
preter.

In 1965 he was the chief of
the Unit Training Committee at
the Ranger Training Camp op-
erated by the Vietnamese Army
at Vung Ro Bay. Like many
other schools in Vietnam, the
trainees very often get to prac-
tice their skills on live training
aids — VC shooting at them dur-
ing exercise operations.

Day Uy Bien recalled the
time when he took out two com-
panies of ranger trainees and a
Regional Force company attend-
ing the school. For experienced
officers and non-commissioned
officers, he used cadre from the .
training committees. The ex-
ercise turned out to be a very
wet run.

“Those trainees killed 10 VC,
captured five and brought in 84
communist-made weapons,” the
Dai Uy grinned.

g
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VC Run From
25th Inf Cav

Cu Chi (USA) — Armored
vehicles of the 25th Infantry Di-
vision rushed to rescue an Army
of the Republic of Vietnam
(ARVN) outpost at Phuoc Hiep
village, four km north of Cu
Chi, that came under recent

- night attack.

37 minutes after the
vopic Lightning” Division’s
operations center received the
9 a.m. distress call, B Troop of
the 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry
was relling on its way.

The first platoon, led by
Licutenant George Rogers, Wil-
liamsport, Pa., encountered an
estimated battalion size enemy
force at the perimeter of the
besieged outpost. The VC broke
contact immediately at the
sound of the American machine-
Ty.

Staff Sergeant Glen Pike, Den-
ver, Colo., and his second pla-
toon scon engaged elements of
the enemy. Sergeant Pike's
“track’” was hit by an anti-tank
round and destroyed. All the
men were rescued from the
burning personnel carriers. No
Americans were killed.

In the morning four VC, ap-
parenfly the ones who had de-
stroyed the lead “track’, were
found dead.

Sand Traps
No Problem
After Tips

Tuy Hoa (USA) — Two Army
PI'Cs here are spending their
free moments getting out of
sand traps, thanks to Arnold
Palmer.

Headquarters Company, 39th
Engineer Baftalion, 45th IEngi-
neer Group, U.S. Army Engineer
Command is located on what
might be described as one big
sand trap in Tuy Hoa.

With this excellent practice
area, Privates First Class Jef-
fery Roberts and Walter
Schneiter, both of Chicago,
wrote Arnold Palmer fer advice
on how to handle sand trap
shots.

Both soldiers received a per-
sonal letter from Palmer ex-
pressing his gratitude for the
job the men were doing here and
asking to meet them when they
return home.

To help them with their sand
trap problems, two Palmer sand
wedges and 24 golf balls arrived
in the mail two days later.

Since then, a loud “Fore.!”
can be heard every evening be-
hind the golfers’ tent.

Just

Navy Helps
9th Int Div
At Port Sea

Nui Dat (USA) — The US.
Navy destroyer ‘“‘Caronade”
lent a helping hand to the 9th
Infantry Division's 1st Brigade
during Operation Port Sea.

A long range reconnaissance
patrol spotted an enemy base
camp, battalion size, in the
dense jungle northeast of Vung
Tau. The camp was believed to
be part of a large headquarters
and support complex.

The patrol passed the fire
mission to the 9th Infantry
Division’s fire support element
who relayed it to the Navy
gunfire team at Baria.

The “Caronade’” quickly

swung its 5-inch guns into ac-

tion and responded with a 100-
round barrage of high explosive
shells into the target area.

A Memorial-Thuong Tiec

THUONG TIEC—We regret — We are sorry . . .. These Vietnamese words can be
found at the base of the statue honoring all Vietnamese fighting men who have given
their lives for their country. The statue, familiar to many Americans, is located along
the Bien Hoa highway, at the entrance to the Vietnamese National Memorial Cemetery
area. A Memorial Temple to these fighting men below stands on a hill in the area and

is visible for miles around. (Photes by SP5 Ray Gardner, USA Staff Photographer)

- commander of the 17th Combat

Choppers Kill
Crop Hoppers

Nha - Trang (USA) — Quick
reaction by a U.S. Agency for’
International Development
(USAID) and an Army aviation
team averted a threatened rice
shortage in Khan Hoa province,

Rice = plant

23

destroving
“leafhoppers’” were found on
4,200 acres of growing rice.
Fearing ‘a wide-spread food
shortage which could affect as
many as 320,000 people in th
province, Vietnamese officials
asked USAID provincial repr!
sentative, James R. Smith, for
assistance.

Although Smith had DDT to
destroy the leafhoppers, he need-
ed some means to spread it
quickly. Problem in hand, he
went to Colonel John W. Marr,

Aviation Group for assistance.

Colonel Marr had the helicop-
ters, but naturally had no DDT
spraying equipment. With
typical “GI ingenuity’” men of
the 17th modified dispensers to
spray the DDT,

Mounted on UH-1D “Huey”
helicopters, t h e DDT was
applied to -the area and the
leathopper threat was wiped out
before it could affect the crops.

Tilapia’
Makes lts
Debut

Phu Bai (USMC) — [Iish, an
important part of the Vietnam-
ese diet, just are not availab
to many villagers. The 3rd M
rine Division’s civil affairs s
tion has initiated a new progras-
where “Tilapia’”, an_ excellent
cating fish, brought from a
hatchery in Hue, will be given
to villages desiring to raise this
new breed of food fish.

“Tilapia’ grows to ten inches
in only four months and breeds
faster than any other available
eating fish. One pair of this
large and firm fish can multiply
into as many as 10,000 young
fish.

They thrive on algae and
fungus as well as garbage. The
more ugly the water, the better
the fish.

Since ‘‘tilapia’” are not a
fighting variety, all other fish
in the pond have to be
destroyed. A special poison has
been developed which will kill
all species but the “tilapia’™.

Example villages for farming
of the “tilapia’” will be selected
in the Phu Bai area to show the
Vietnamese what is available
from the Hue fish hatchery.

‘Miss Sue’
Heads New @

Facility

Phu Bai (USMC) — “Miss
Sue”, a 15 vear-old Vielnamese
student nurse, will see a dream.
come true when the Marines of
the 11th Engineer Battalion, 3rd
Marine Division, finish building
a medical facility and school
for the residents of Lang Vel

Le Thi Dung, who likes to be
called ““Miss Sue”, will head the
new aid station and administer
medical aid to the villagers 0

Lang Vei and people in the
surrounding hamlets.
Construction  work for the

dispensary and 40-desk _schnol
is  under the supervision ©
Second Lieutenant Richard V.
DeGryse, Jacksonville, N.C.
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Our Motto

They use the sign when refueling operati

ons at L

) ong Ha,
Hue, Chu Lai, and Da Nang. You'll get more sea miles.

The bladder boats can tak
jet fuel.

USS Kishwaukee

e up to 10,000 gallons of diesel, aviation gas, regular gas or

A Floating Pump

Da Nang (USN) — USS Kish-

waukee literally puts a tiger in
the tanks of Naval Support
Detachments Hue, Dong Ha and
Chu Lai.

" The AOG-9 topping off her tanks in the Da Nang Harbor. The Kishwaukee usually fills

every six or seven days.

The Kishwaukee (AOG-9) has -

been on station in South Vietnam
since December 1966. The ship is

temporarily attached to Naval

Support Activity, Da Nang,
where she picks up fuel for the
coastal runs. ?
Commanded by Lieutenant
Jean Yarber, Honolulu, the 310-
foot class tanker holds several
records. The first is her profi-
ciency in keeping Da Nang's
detachments topped off to full
capacity at all times. Lieutenant
Yarber said, “We have never
had to be called to give fuel.
At every time a call has come
in we were there waiting.”
Even - though the Kishwaukee
is a seagoing tanker, the mon-
soons were pretty rough. Lieu-
tenant Raymond Parker, execu-
tive officer, said, ‘‘The ship
would take on a full load of
fuel and make its way to the
mouth of the Cau Viet river,
85 miles North of Da Nang. Then
it would sit there for a couple

- of days waiting for the bladder

boats, because they couldn’t get

‘through the mouth of the river."”

The bladder boats are Mike-8
boats with 10,000 gallon rubber
bladders sitting in their cargo
space, ‘‘After coming along side
the Kishwaukee and stating
their preference of fuel it takes
about 13 minutes to pump them
full,” stated Chief Boatswains
Mate Maurice Newman, Silver

* Springs, Md.

Then the Kishwaukee deck de-
partment would hook up the

type fuel desired, either JP4,

Diesel, Aviation gas or Mo-Gas.

The fastest way of refueling
the stations is the new floating
hose method. This bottom lay
type hose runs out to sea from

the outpost fuel tanks. Then
approximately 15,000 yards out
a four-inch rubber hose is at-
tached to a buoy. When the
tanker gets into the area she
sets her anchors and hooks up
to the hose. It-only takes a
matter of minutes from the
time the hose is picked up until
fuel is on its way to shore. Re-
fueling operations by the lay
pipe method can put ashore as
much as 150,000 gallons of fuel
a day. y

Shortly after the arrival in
Vietnam, the Kishwaukee was
ordered to refuel at Chu Lai
south of Da Nang. After geiting
down there the swells at sea
were 10 to 12 feet and refueling
operations were impossible. By
the time the weather calmed
down enough to let the tanker
hook up Chu Lai was almost out
of fuel. This was the first time
since coming to Da Nang that
the Kishwaukee full load was
almost taken.

The average run takes from
five to six days and then two
days back to Da Nang to top-
off. s

The Kishwaukee hit some good
ports on her way to Vietnam.
They also loaded 13 tons of books
and clothes for Operation Hand-
clasp. These were off-loaded at
the. island of Taiwan;

A message from Admiral
Weschler, former NSA, Da
Nang, " commander said, ‘‘The
ship USS Kishwaukee and her
crew have a ‘can do attitude’.
They took every job with vigor
and never fell back.”

Story and Photos By
JOSN Gary Riese, USN

iy
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Commander in Chier

WASHINGTON (AFNB)—Ameriea’s rise to world
leadership will be remembered down through history
as an inspiring example of what men ean achieve in
the cause of freedom. 1

Freedom was the goal that sparked our indcpeni?
dence—and only the love of freedom has sustained i,

Nowheresis this dedication reflected more vividly
than in the Armed Forces of the United States,

Our modern military establishment is the mightiest
arsenal of all time. But it would give us neither
peace nor security without the devotion to duty, the
courage and sacrifice of the men and women whao'
wear our country’s uniform. :

As Commander-in-Chief, I invite every American
to participate in the 1967 observance of . Armed
Forces Day, which honors those who guard our!
heritage.

In Vietnam—and around the world—they per-"

petuate the ideals which made and preserve us as
a nation.

Let our thoughts be with them on this day. And
let our prayers attend them, always, as they un-|
flinchingly defend our legacy and our lives. :

LYNDON B. JOHNSON|

/' COMUSMACV

' On this Armed Forces Day 1967 it is good for all
of us here in Vietnam to pause and consider the
significance of our efforts to assist the brave and
dedicated people of this country. Their fight is our
fight. Our job is to defeat the enemy, protect the
people, and help them to build their nation. Each of
us, whatever our job on land, sea, or in the air,
stands ready to meet any challenge, accept any
task and endure any struggle to insure the suc-
cess of our commitment here. g

I take great pride in acknowledging your heroic
actions on the battlefields and your deeds of com-
passion in the countryside. Your courage and your
inspired, selfless devotion -are an example to the
people of the world as you help to usher in a new era
of freedom here in Vietnam. The development and
growth of democratic processes and institutions
within-this country are clear indications of the pro-
gress being made. SR i :

Your achievements mark you as the finest fight-
ing men our nation has ever sent into battle; you
deserve the honor, the respect and the support of all
the American people—for you are America’s best.

: EN. W. C. WESTMORELAND, USA

U.S. Air Force

-+ U.S. Coast Guard
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MAINTENANCE—Army engineers have a full time job keeping pneumatic floats in-

flated with air.

Engineers Bridge
Friendship Gap

Story & Phoios By USA

Polei Krong (USA) — With
prefabricated components like
the parts of an erector set, U.S.
Army engineers can bridge al-
most any situation.

The 509th Engineer Company
(Panel Bridge) has constructed
a 406-foot long float bridge at
Polei Krong that may well be
called a “bridge of friendship.”

Originally erected across the
Krong Poko River in the Cen-
tral Highlands to support the
101st Airborne Division’s Opera-
tion Pickett, the bridge was dis-
mantled and carted back to
Pleiku.

The same bridge has been
used to support supply opera-
tions of the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion.

This time without planning cn
it, the engineers performed a
dual mission. In addition to its
military use, local Montagnard
workers could get to their jobs
across the river simply by walk-
ing across the bridge, instead
of having to rely on a few old
canoes to ferry them across.

Elements of the 509th stay
with the bridge to keep air in
the floats, keep the treadways
bolted tight and control traffic.
It is these “bridge-sitters” who
are making it a friendship
bridge.

The Montagnard children of
the nearby village soon gathered
around the new change of scen-
ery. The soldiers took the kids
swimming, and before long,
soap was tactfully introduced.
They loved it. Without infring-
ing on anyone's privacy, the en-
gineers helped get a hygiene
and sanitation program under-
way.

Whenever the villagers have

a feast or celebration, the
Americans are invited and
treated as honored guests.
When villagers get an. acciden-
tal cut or scratch, they now go
to one of the men at the bridge
site for a band-aid or iodine.

The engineers recall Christ-
mas Eve, when they sat around
a camp fire singing carols. Ap-
proximately 300 Montagnards
joined them, and were later
present at a midnight religious
service held in the village.

The 100th Engineer Company
recently whipped together an-
other float bridee in less than
a day at Cau Moung. When the
Viet Cong blew up two Eiffel
bridges across the Rach Cay
and Rach Muong Chuoi rivers,
military and civilian traffic was
delayed. :

These emergency bridges en-
abled traffic to save two hours
travelling time, while the 86th
Engineer Battalien began re-
pairing the blown bridges. The
units are part of the 79th Engi-
neer Group, U.S. Army Engi-
neer Command Vietnam.

An engineer company in the
Delta, with the 9th Infantry
Division on Operation Port Sea
performed almost like Plastic
Man using an Armored Vehicle
Launched Bridge (AVLB) when-
ever they came to a canal or
river,

E Company, 15th Engineer
Battalion operates an ‘‘instant
bridge” that can span any 60-
foot waterway or ravine in a
minute and a half, and support
all wheeled or’ tracked vehicles
in the 9th Division’s inventory.

The, 63-ton monster called Ar-

"mored Vehicle Launched Bridge

(AVLB), simply pulls up to the
river bank and hydraulically

unfolds the hinged bridge halves

out and across the obstacle.

%

'EASY WORK—Before this bridge was installed, Montagnard villages had to use canoes.
Result: Friendship Bridge. :

=

“INSTANT BRIDGES”—An AVLB operated by E Com-
pany Engineer Battalion extends itself a 60-foot river,

May 17, 1967
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Binh Thuy (USAF) —
Next to the war. itself, the

“most important thing in
~ South Vietnam today is the

battle against .disease,
poverty and despair. Amer-
ican servicemen wage this
battle through volunteer work
and financial aid projects.

Members of three Air Forcé

- units in the Can Tho and Binh

Thuy ‘areas recently help build

. and finance the new Sisters of

Providence orphanage .at Can
Tho.

The orphanage of 150 children
ranging in age from newborn
to three years old, was built

.at a cost of $45,000 (about 4

million piasters).
Air Force men from the 619th

" Tactical Control Squadron, De-

tachment 3, at Can Tho, and Bin
Thuy's 632nd Supply Squadron
and 632nd Civil Engineering
Squadron, contributed more
than half the money for the or-
phanage. The remainder of the
money was donated by mem-
bers of the Army, Navy and the
U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID).

Airman aid to the orphanage,
oviginally built in 1947, began
in 1956 when medical teams,
working with the first units that
began construction of Binh Thuy
air base, provided medical
treatments for the children.

Medical met,k'lc:%‘ad chaplains
from the Binh uy air base
make regular visits to the cen-
ter. Several military units have
arranged with groups in the
United States to continue send-
ing medical supplies. The units
act as agents for the stateside
charities.

Combined U

nits Gives Aid
To Sisters Of Orphanage

A LITTLE HELP—Airman First Class Laurel C, Irving,

(right), Columbia, S.C., trys to show an orphan child
how to work a pull toy while Technical Sergeant Thomas
P. Jones, W. Seneca, N.Y., looks doubtful of his know

how.

The orphanage’s latest addi-
tion includes a convent and

school for girls who wish to

become nuns. A new water sys-
tem, which supplies the first

(USAF Photo)

pure water for babies, screens

for doors and windows, washing
machines, increased medical
supplies, and incubators for pre-
mature babies have been added.

 ARVN Units Watch Over Village
While RD Task Force Works

Di An (USA) — Army of the
Republic of Vietnam (ARVN)
soldiers pulled off their most
successful seal and search mis-
sion in Bien Hoa Province in the
hamlet of Khanh Van, 18 miles
north of Saigon,

The big change in this mis-
sion, as contrasted with previous
seal and search missions, is that

- one ARVN battalion will remain

in the village, to keep it under
government control.
-Khanh Van was chosen as it

- has been a Viet Cong stronghold

and, in the midst of a fertile
rice area, controls an important
approach route into Saigon as
well as being on a main route
between War Zones C and D.

Under the watchful eyes of
Major Clyde Moore, Colorado

“their U.S. regimental advisor,

Springs, Col., two battalions of
the ARVN 48th Regiment sur-

- rounded the village at night. At
- dawn, they swept through the
- village, assembling the inhabi-

tants in the central market-
place. -~ ¢
They then checked the villag-

ers for identification, detaining

those suspected of being Viet
Cong sympathizers, Suspects
were interrogated.

The pace of the day's actions
changed as the Revolutionary
Development Task Force of the
U.S. 1st Infantry Division, head-
¢d by Lieutenant Colonel Robert
Schweitzer, Chicago, began pro-
viding medical and dental treat-
ment to the villagers. The peo-
ple were fed and given news-

- papers and magazines.

The ARVN unit will now con-
duct operations and sweeps from

the village and eveﬁlual!y widen
their sphere of control. The bat-
talion recently completed two

weeks of Revolutionary Develop-
ment training at its base camp
in Tan Uyen.

‘No Sweat' Says

Bien Hoa (PAFNS) — Viet-
namese Staff Sergeant Luong
Thoai Nhi, an air traffic con-
treller at Bien Hoa received a
certificate of meritorious
achievement for his ‘‘continued
excellence” in directing the
flow of traffic on the busiest run-
way in the world.

Sergeant Nhi, a graduate of

the USAF Traffic Control School
at Keesler AFB, Miss., has been
at Bien Hoa with the 23rd Tacti-
cal Fighter Wing, Vietnamese
Air Force (VNAF) since June,
1965. Personnel work in the ca-
pacity of advisors to the VNAF
in the base control tower.

“When I first arrrived here,
after graduating from school at
Keesler, I was assigned to the
ground control approach section
of flight  facilities,”” Nhi ex-
plained. “But, due to a man-
power shertage I was reas-
signed to the control tower.”

When the sergeant went to.
work in the tower, he quickly
discovered he was working on
the busiest runway in the world.
“An aircraft takes off or lands
here every 38 seconds, so we're
quite busy.”

“In our busiest month to date,
January, we had a traffic count
ef 70,774 breaking down to a
daily count of 2,283. For 1966,
we had a total of 586,000 air

- VNAF Controller

operations in and out of Bien
Hoa.” Uy

A veteran of eight years mili-
tary service, Nhi was stationed
at Nha Trang before being sent
to Keesler.

Married and the father of two
children, the 29-yvear-old service-
man said that before- being sent
to Keesler, *“I was sent to Eng-
lish schecol at Lackland AFB,
Tex.

“How well T grasped English
determined the length of my
stay there. -Having studied it in
high school in Saigon, I only
spent two and one-half months
at Lackland.

“At the four-month air traffic
control school some of the
courses we covered were air
traffic procedures, weather and
navigation.

“I also got to see quite a bit
of the country while in the U.S§
During weekend breaks we visit-
ed much of the Southland. After
graduation I took a bus instead
of a plane from Keesler to San
Francisco, to be able to see
more of the U.S. countryside
and take pictures. z

“There won’t be ancther frip
like that one because we now
have our own Vietnamese Air
Force training schools set up,”
he said.

Plumbing Specialist

Saigon (USA) — The Army’s
senior plumber in Saigon has
been promoted to Specialist 4,

Twenty-five year old William
Wiesner, Downeyville, Calif.,
who heads a five man team of
Vietnamese plumping * special-
ists, helps keep the water
moving in more than 150 U, §.
and Free World Forces instal-
lations in the Saigon-Cholon
area.

Wiesner, assigned to the Post
Engineers of U. S. Army Head-
quarters Area Command,
directs the small but all-import-

| Philippine Highest Award

ORDER OF SIKATUNA MEDAL—Major General James Humphreys Jr., Assistant

Director for Public Health, U.S. Agency for International Development, (USAID) was

presented the Order of Sikatuna
Luis Moreno Salcedo (right), assisted by ]
manding General of Philippine Civic Acti
for exceptionally outstanding services ex
Civic Action Group which con

missions.

Medal (degree of Lakan) by Philippine Ambassador
Brigadier General Gaudencio V. Tobias, Com-
on Group Vietnam. The award was presented
tended to Philippine Contingents Units and
tributed to the successful accomplishments of civi¢' action

(Photo by PHILCAGV)
: 134 . i

Keeps Water Flowing

ant Pump Section. “Most of the
buildings which we lease and
occupy in Saigon get their water
through gravity feed system,”
he explains. “That is, the water
is pumped from underground
pipes to tanks up on the roof
of the building. Onece it’s there,
it flows down by means of
gravity to provide water for
showers, laundry, sewage
disposal, ete.”

* The key link in the process,
as Specialist Wiesner explains,
is the pump that brings water
to the roof tanks, “These build-
ings use every imaginable kind
of pump,” he says, “and no two
of them are exactly alike.
Fortuantely, my erew is gaining
experience and we're doing
everything possible to provide
better service for our tenants.
Of course, if there's a break in
the city system and no water
to be pumped up, there's not
much we can do.”

A 1959 graduate of Red Bluff
Union High School in Red Bluff,
Calif., Specialist Wiesner
worked for his father in the
construction business before
entering the Army in December
1965. At 6 feet, 4 inches and
200 pounds, he figures to be one
of the biggest plumbers in
captivity.

“Pumps are an important
part of our job,” he points out,
“‘but they're not the whole story.
When necessary, we'll unclog
drains, repair serious leaks, fix
flush tanks and anything else
you can think.of.”

“All in all, I've got a good
job here, and an interesting
one. Nobody likes to come back
to their billet after a tough day
and find themselves without
water. So we do the best we
can do to keep the water
flowing.”

When Specialist Wiesner leaves
the Army next December, he
plans to become an apprentice
plumber in Calif. “If I can
solve plumbing problems ia
Saigon, I'm sure I can “fix

' things bhack home.” '
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Bao Trai (USN) — One of the
most hard-working Vietnamese
civilians employed by Navy
Seabee Team 0406 is Raoul, who
only a few months ago was a

y Viet Cong.

While working with the
Seabees on a housing project,
Raoul has learned to operate
equipment, make wood forms
for pouring concrete, weld, and
many other phases of construc-
tion work. “Now I wish we had
a hundred more like him,” said

Seabee John C. Clements,
Chelsea, Okla.
Thirteen highly trained

Seabees are conducting an all-
out war on the poor living
conditions that prevail in Bao
Trai, the capital of Hau Nghia
province, 30 miles northwest of
Saigon.

To help accomplish the civie
action mission, the Seabees
train Vietnamese workers. They

Prayers

Travel
In Delta

Can The (IV CORPS 10) —
The two Chaplains assigned to
Advisory Team 96 may be the

busiest men in the Mekong
Delta.
On Sundays the Chaplains

have six services to perform.
Transportation is limited and
travel to these services is often
difficult. Their chapels are
varied. On a recent visit to My
An subsector Chaplain (Lieu-

- tenant Colonel) R. Phillips held

services in a mortar emplace-
ment while . Chaplain (Major)
L. J. Lukaszewski held Mass on
two foot lockers in the
imcomplete billets.

‘With the beginning of the
monsoon season, the Chaplains
face unpredictable downpours.
Already this year, they have
been caught by rain three times
in one day.

The Chaplains commented
that the need and the desire for
religious services are greater in
Vietnam than in the United
States. Possibly the reason for
this is because religion is a -tie
to home.

In addition to holding religious
services for military personnel,
they also work on civie action
projects, One project in the
Providence Orphanage in Can
Tho. Through the Chaplains
fund they obtain food, clothing,
and medical supplies for the
orphans. .

The orphanage, headed by the
Sisters of Divine Providence,
has more than 1,000 children.

Job Skills Easy
For Former VC

point to Raoul with a father’s

pride,
“Raoul was captured a few
months ago by Vietnamese

forces,” said Lieutenant (j.g.)
William A. Moros, officer in
charge of the team. ‘“When he
began working for us, he
showed considerable aptitude
and we felt that we had a good
chance to rehabilitate him.”
“He continually works
overtime,” Lieutenant Moros
went on, “and never complains.
Now he is the highest paid
laborer working with us. When

other Vietnamese saw his
example, they began to work
better.”

A few weeks ago, Raoul’s

father died and he became head
of the family. The financial
burden of the. situation might
have forced him te leave the
Seabee team and go home to
support the - family. But the
team collected $40 and sent
Raoul home to settle family
affairs.

“*““Since he’s been back, he
feels that Seabees can do no
wrong,” said Tony Schobes, the
team’s builder.

March Kill Totals Up

‘Situation Well In Hand’
Marines Begin 3rd Year

 Da Nang (USMC)—U.S. Marines, beginning their third year in Vietnam, killed

2,159 enemy soldiers during March. This is the largest monthly kill

rines since they landed at Da Nang on March 8, 1965.
Heaviest action during the month came just south of the demilitarized zone be-

tween units of the 3rd Marine Division and North Vietnamese Army troops.
Determined NVA thrusts at Marine positions were repulsed throughout the

period, and by the end of
nants of the enemy units limped
back across the demilitarized
zone for “R&R” (reorganiza-
tion and regrouping).

On March 3. 3rd Marine Divi-
sion units killed 206 Viet Cong
and NVA regulars near Cam Lo
during Operation Prairie II.
Elements of the Third and
NINTH Marine Regiments were
heavily engaged with enemy
forces throughout most of the
day, and artillery and air strikes
accounted for a large portion of
the total killed.

Prairie II terminated March
19, and the operation moved into
its third phase. The second por-
tion, which began Feb. 1, ended
as 693 enemy were killed by the
3rd Division Marines.

Beacon Hill, an amphibious

March, activity and contact tapered off as scattered rem-"

count by Ma-

landing just south of the DMZ
near Con Thien involving ele-
ments of the Fourth Marine Re-
giment, accounted for 334 of the
monthly total.

Throughout the month, the
enemy used mortars, rockets
and artillery in an unsuccessful
effort to counter U.S. Army and
Marine artillery firing into
North Vietnam and the demili-
tarized zone from Camp Caroll
artillery plateau and Gio Linh.

In the Da Nang area, ele-
ments of the 1st Marine Divi-
sion conducted four major op-
erations. Operation Lafayette,
which began February 26, ter-
minated March 7 with 77 enemy
confirmed killed.

Operation New Castle, a four-

day search and destroy mission

e

CIYILIAN_ EVACUATION—A Vietnamese family
during a Kien Hoa province evacuation that moved 3
60 tons of rice away from their Viet Cong-
express the feeling of the people,

awaits. helicopter
07 civilians, their belongings and
harassed hamlet. The crying child does not
who were glad to make the move.

e S
transportation

[ WAC's

Saigon (USA) — A women’s
drill team doing a novel dance
rare as a soft rain in the Mojove
Desert in October.

It may be rare, but it has
become a reality at Tan Son
Nhut air base where the U. S.
Army Vietnam (USARV) has its
headquarters.

A youthful 27-member USARV
Special Troops Women’s Army
Corps (WAC) Drill Team made
its premiere performance Sun-
day, May 14, as part of the 25th
anniversary celebration of the
Women'’s Army Corps. The
eight-routine performance was
the featured attraction of an
afternoon open house.

“Bia”, a novel dance routine
which takes about 10 minutes
to complete, highlighted the first

Celebrate 25th Anniversary

official performance. The rou-
tine was worked up for the drill
team by Specialist 4 Joeann
Harris, a team member.

The classy repertoire is set
off by the sharp-looking dress of
the unit. The young women wear
their green cord uniform, white
guillettes with gold tips, white
scarves with the USARV patch
in the center and black high
heels.

Another eye-pleasing drill is
entitled ‘““Unusual’. This is the
unit’s final routine and con-
cludes with a salute to the
reviewing officer.

The other routines by the en-
thusiastic ~ feminine drill team
in_c_ludﬁ:_ “Fancy Fan”, another
dance-type maneuver which is

said to add spice to the 25-

minute performance, ‘All-To-
gether”, “Peel Off’, “Pin
Wheel””, “Double to the Rear”,
and “Column Left to the Rear’,

The team is under the com-
mand of First Sergeant Marion
C. Crawford, Sault Saint Marie,
Mich. This vivacious lady first
sergeant is no newcomer to drill
teams. She organized and led
similiar teams when she was
first sergeant of the WAC De-
tachment at Aberdeen Proving
Grounds, Md., and the WAC
Battery, Fort Sill, Okla.

Sergeant Crawford organized
this drill team more than two
months ago and has been secret-
ly training its members in the
WAC dayreem. The young wom-

en rehearse for 40 minutes dur-

ing their lunch. hours on Tues-
days and Thursdays.

“We had no trouble gaining
interest. With each practice we
gain more enthusiasm,” Ser-
geant Crawford said.

When the girls rehearse there
is usually an audience of other
WACs who come to the dayroom
to watch and encourage their
efforts.

“As to a goal, we hope
USARV Headquarters will show
them  off during some of the
VIP visits in the future,”” She
commented.

The WAC Team drill leader
is trying to arrange a perform-
ance for the Women’s Armed
Forces of Vietnam unit in the
near future,

(USA Photo)

by units of the First and Fifth
Marine Regiments, ended March
25 with 111 enemy killed. Deck-
house VI terminated March 3.
Units of the Fourth Marine Re-
giment killed 280 enemy soldiers
in the amphibious operation 60
miles south of Chu Lai.

Operation De Soto, involving
elements of Task Force X-Ray,
1st Marine Division, continued
50 miles south of the Marine
airstrip at Chu Lai. Enemy
killed in this operation totaled
355 by the end of March.

In small unit actions, early in
the morning on March 15, the
Viet Cong attacked the Da Nang
airbase with 140mm rockets for
the second time, damaging two
aircraft. Marine counter-battery
fire was returned immediately.

That day, elements of the
Fourth Marine Regiment found
12 enemy rocket positions south
of Da Nang. Fresh craters in
the area indicated that. Marine
counterartillery fire was ‘‘on
target.” Eleven rockets and 33
launchers were recovered.

Jolly
Giant
Cited

Thailand (PAFNS) — ‘““You
men,” said Air Force General
Howell M. Estes Jr., command-
er of the Military Airlift Com-
mand (MAC), ‘‘represent one of
the greatest team efforts that
has come out of the war.”

The General continued, “You
are extremely professional and
are well regarded. The fact that
the 3rd Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Gp., which you are a
part of, was presented the Presi-
dential Unit Citation, is more
meaningful than anything I can
Say-”

The men General Estes refers
to are the Jolly Green Giants
(Detachment 2, 37th ARRS). The
General toured all MAC units
at Udorn, Thailand, including
the 10th Weather Squadron and
Detachment 9, 60th Photo Flight
during his visit.

After an awards ceremony,
General Estes took time to speak
with Search and Rescue (SAR)
crews. He congratulated Lieu-
tenant Colonel William Cunning-
ham, Chicago, commander of
the 602nd Fighter Squadron, on
the role the A-1E Skyraider
pilots play in the SAR missions.

The A-1E commander briefed
the General on the armament
configuration of the skyraider
and described its combat capa-
bilities.  The pilots’ get to the
rescue site first, locate the pilot
and suppress ground fire to
make it safe for the Jolly Green
Giant crew. Meanwhile, the

third member of the team, the

Crown CH-130 Hercules, is co-
ordinating the entire rescue mis-
sion.

Highlight of the ceremony was
the presentation of the Silver
Star and Distinguished Flying

Cross to Captain Kenneth Mur-

phy, Novato, Calif., for rescues
of downed crew members in
North Vietnam.
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Guide for week of—May 17-May 23, 1967
(Programs Subject Te Change Without Notice)

Wednesday (May 17)

6:30 News Headlines
Information Feature

7:00 Batman (Part I)

T:30 News & Sports

8:00 Perry Mason

9:00 To Tell The Truth

9:30 Channel 11 Theater (Movie)

Thursday (May 18)
6:30 News Headlines
G.E. College Bowl
7:00 Batman (Part Il)
7:30 News & Sports
8:00 12 O'Clock High
9:00 Joey Bishop Show
9
0

150 Get Smart
:00 Red Skelton Show

Friday (May 19)

News Headlines
Information Feature
Addams Family
News & Sports
Gunsmoke

9 Danny Kaye

10:00 The Tonight Show

. Saturday (May 20)

Jim Bowie

Daniel Boone

Roy Acuff =
Beverly - Hillbillies
Andy  Griffith
Bports of the Weck
Lost in Space
M-Squad

News. & Sports
Jackie Gleason

bt

4000 ~1 =147 22 02 MBI - bD
oowowNoo
(=1=1=1=1-]

SuSsusE

888

(—]

Hollywood Palace

=

Sunday (May 21)

Educationa] Special
Sunday Movie
Sports of the Week
CBS Sperts Special
Big  Picture

News & Sporis
Dick Van Dyke
Candid Camera
Bonanza

Jd Sullivan Show

Monday (May 22)

News Headlines
I've Got a Secret
The Flintstones
News & Sports
Combat

Bewitched

Third Man

Dean Martin Show

Tuesday (May 23)

:30 News Headlines

. Green Acres

00 My Favorite Martian
30 News & Sports

00 Rawhide

Garry- Moore Show
Entertainment Special

(Nete: These same shows can be
seen in other areas as follows:)

‘Qui Nhon—dJune 7-13
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Da Nang—June 28-July 4

Pleiku—July 19-25
Nha Trang—August 9-15

10:00 Baturday Night at the Movies
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1. Who was the first player
ever to hit 20 or  more home
runs in the major leagues?

2. What was the total of purses
at Aqueduct and Saratoga in.
19647 i :

3. How many walks did former
pitching star Early Wynn give

et

REMEMBER DAD ON KIS DAYY ... .

AAFNB Sports Quiz

up during his career with the.

Washington Senators: Cleveland
Indians and Chicago White Sox?

4. Who was the only foreign
driver to win the Indianapolis
500 since Dario Resta won it in
19167 2

5. Murray Murdoch played
hockey for the New York Rang-
ers between 1926 and 1937. How
many games did he play?
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Beetle Bailey

By Mort Walker

DON'T LET
ME SEE IT
-- NOW PUT

ITE DITCH-DIGBING; Y ITE ALSCo A
RIGHTZ - DRTY TRICK!

GIVING HM

IS JuLus’
MOTHER .

SOMETHING

ABouT You

THEY SURE
KEEP you
HOPPING,
DON'T THEY,
CHAPLAINZ

| THE TROUBLE 15, THE
DEVIL JUST SEENS TO
GET AROUND FASTER

Peanuts

DD 40U EVER 5T0P
T0 THINK WHAT A DRAB

SOMEDAY 1M GOING TO BREAK
ALL THE LEGS ON HIS PIANO*

NeaaH!)] [ @f%”‘f)
YA ;
I
Vi u@ vibads ]
o R S

DID SHE HURT
HOUR FEELINGS,
CHARLIE BROWN?

SHE JUST NICKED ME
WITH A " NYAAH”

IVE LOST ALL MY
RESPECT FOR 4OU!.

HOW SHARPER THAN A
GERPENT'S TOOTH IS A
SISTER'S "NYAAH"! -

T0 CHARLIE BROWN

S WL Thev Do worT! Y HouRe' N :
1 THINK 40U T HURTY =\ | THEY CAN IF THEY
AN KA A E“e?ﬁaﬁiﬁgw?" RAZL | | BECOME INFECTEDY!

PEANUTS Has
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RC’s Birthday
Cake Brings
Happiness

Vung Tau (ARC) — Wounded
soldiers brought from the field
to the 36th Evacuation Hospital
in Vung Tau get medical treat-
ment from a staff of medical
specialists, and the ‘“cheer-up”’
treatment from what patients
call “our Red Cross ladies.”

Elanor Koops, a Red Cross
hospital field director, is an ex-
pert at easing worry and anx-
iety. She delivers emergency
messages, provides financial as-
sistance, and discusses prob-
lems. Troops enjoy her soft New
Orleans drawl. She provides
toilet and comfort articles to
patients who arrived from the
field with no personal belong-
ings.

Vivian Ollila is a Red Cross
recreation specialist, and also a
specialist at- surprising people.
Vivian somehow finds out about
birthdays, anniversaries and
other special occasions. She
delivers greeting cards, birth-
day presents, and other Ilittle
gifts that boost a man's morale.

Said one young soldier, ‘I was
just laying here thinking what
a miserable way to spend my
21st birthday. The Red Cross
lady walked up to me with her
hands behind her back, and told
me to close my eyes. Then she
put something on the cast on
my chest. When I opened my
eyes, there was a little birthday
cake. . .it even had candles!”

Vietnamese
Rescues 4
Americans

Ban Me Thuot (USA) — A
Vietnamese civilian helped save
the lives of four Americans from
the burning wreckage of an
at Ban Me
Thuot City Air Field.

The helicopter mishap oceur-
red when a UH-1C gunship was
attempting a takeoff from the
air field, lost power and crashed
in a sparsely populated area.
Luckily, there were no civilian
injuries.

Mr. Phan Van Ngong, an em-
ployee of Pacific Architects and
Engineers, was the first to ar-
rive at the crash scene. A few
moments later the crash rescue
unit from nearby Camp Coryell
arrived and started to put out
the fire.

Ignoring the flames from the
burning chopper, two members
of the crash rescue team, Spe-
cialists 4 Douglas Ellis, Seattle,
and Leonard Jones, Lemmon,
S.D., started to pull the crew
members to safety. Mr. Ngong
joined them and rescued the
gunner just as the intense heat
of the fire detonated the chop-
per’s ammunition.

Major Charlie P. Fleming,
company commander of the
155th Assault Helicopter Com-
pany, 1st Aviation Brigade, for-
warded a letter of appreciation
to Mr. Ngong through the Pacif-
ic Architects and Engineer’s
manager at Ban Me Thuot. It
read in part:

“I would like to take this op-
portunity to extend to you my
deepest gratitude for four hero-
ic efforts in behalf of the crew
of the helicopter that crashed at
Ban Me Thuot. Your valiant dis-
play of courage while rescuing
the crew members from the
burning wreckage was a source
of admiration to myself and to
the many friends of these men.
Had it not been for your quick
action at the risk of your own
life, the: men on board the air-
craft would certainly have sus-
tained 'more serious injury.

Marine Corps action in the hills west of the city of Hue.

HEAVY PASSENGER TRAFFIC—Combat equipped Marines wait for a helicopter lift into Operation .ha, a

(USMC Photo)

380 Villagers
Of Truong Mit
Are Treated

Dau Tieng (USA) — ‘I was
amazed at the amount and
variety of diseases, It is going
to take a lot of hard and con-
tinued work to put these people
in good health,” said Captain
William Moats, 3rd Brigade
Surgeon, 4th Infantry Division,
after holding a MEDCAP at
Truong Mit village.

The captain had been in Viet-
nam only two weeks when
the 2nd Battalion (Mechanized),
22nd Infantry, 3rd Brigade spon-
sored a MEDCAP in Truong
Mit, 7 miles southwest of Dau
Tieng.

Captain Richard A. Osten,
Battalion Civie Affairs Officer,
had arranged the first of two
MEDCAPS for the village with
Doan Van Ngoi, village chief.

In two days, over 380 people
were treated. A small number
were referred to the Vielnam-
ese hospital in the area for
further treatment.

First American Award
Presented To Thai Pilot

- Saigon (USAF)—The first American award ever given to a member of the Royal |

Thai Air Force for heroism in Vietnam was presented to First Lieutenant Anavil

Phakdeechitt, during colorful flightline ceremonies at Tan Son Nhut air base. .
The Distinguished Flying Cross, the U.S. Air Force’s fourth highest award, was

presented to the lieutenant by Lieutenant General William W. Momyer, Seventh Air

Force commander.

Lieutenant Phakdeechitt, from Bangkok, help guide a flaming C-123 Providey

transport to a successful crash
landing Nov. 26. The 32 pas-
sengers and all five crew mem-
bers survived the crash. Only
one passenger suffered serious
injuries.

The lieutenant’s aircraft was
hit by intense .50 caliber ground

fire shortly after takeoff from
the jungle airstrip at Dau Tieng,
45 miles northwest of Saigon.
The left flap and part of the

| left engine fuel tank was shot

away and the wing hydraulic
lines were out. Fire erupted in
the cargo compartment immedi-

- Viet Interpreters
Have Parallel Lives

Dong Tam (USA) — Two Viet-
namese soldiers who fled the
North Vietnamese Communist
regime in 1954 are serving as
interpreters with the 9th In-
fantry Division's 2nd Brigade
Civil Affairs section here.

Both Staff Sergeants Tran
Dinh Kha, and Le Dinh, fled af-
ter the Geneva accords divided
the North and the South 13 years
ago.

Both are married, and both
have five children who live in
Saigon.

Both underwent intensive lan-
guage training at the Armed
Forces Language School in Sai-
gon before qualifying for their
jobs,

Sergeant Kha had also studied
English as a high school student
in: North Vietnam.

‘““We came here to look for

freedom,” he said. “My family-

I

and I left North Vietnam with
a million others who didn’t like
the Communist regime.’”’

Before joining the Army. of the
Republic of Vietnam last year,
Sergeant Kha worked as a con-
struction superintendent. Ser-
gent Dinh was employed as a
head waiter, bartender and
housekeeper before he became
a 9th Division interpreter.

Both enjoy their job and view
it as important in bridging the
language barrier between Amer-
ican soldiers and Vietnamese
civilians.

Both assist other brigade sec-
tions in addition to their Civil
Affairs work.

“They are so good in their
field that they also serve as
translators of captured docu-
ments and interrogators of
detainees,’”’ said Major Richard
F. Munsell, brigade civil affairs
officer,

ately.

Despite intense heat, blinding
smoke and fumes, the lieutenant
stayed at the controls. He closed
the side window to prevent fire
from entering the cockpit and
helped quiet panic-stricken pas-
sengers.

Captain Richard A. Nagel Jr.,
Buffalo, N. Y., the U. S. Air
Force instructor pilot sitting in
the co-pilot seat, had taken con-
trol of the aircraft. Aided

by Lieutenant Phakdeechitt, he
maneuvered the airplane back
toward the runway. The aircrafi
dragged through the tree tops,
landed in a rice paddy and
skidded 200 feet along the run-
way. _
The flight lasted only a couple
of minutes. During this time,

flaming liquid poured from the
ceiling, completely burning a 10-
foot section. The flight control
cables were almost eaten away
and the aircraft became diffi-
cult to conirol.

Thai pilots and crewmen _ﬁave
been serving alongside and doing
the same job as U.S. Air Force
C-123 aircrews since July, 1966.

Among the dignitaries attend-
ing the ceremony were: Briga-
dier General W. G. Moore,
834th Air Division commander;-
Brigadier General D. F. Smith,
Air Force Advisory Group com-
mander; Royal Thai Army Colo-
nel Sanit Sangkachantra, Thai
Armed Forces Attache in Viet-
nam; and Thai Air Force Colo-
nel Samran Yamsribra, com-
mander of the Thai Military As-
sistance Group, Vietnam.
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