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Heavy Losses Hurt
Enemy's Push South

SAIGON (MACV)—Allied forces killed more than
2,500 North Vietnamese soldiers in northeastern Quang
Tn province in a 30-day period ending May 28.

A spokesman at MACV headquarters here said the
cumulatlve kill figure was based only on “those significant
action in which more than 50 enemy dead were counted.”

U.S. officials, as of May 28,
were said to believe the enemy
has been unable to drive south
from that northern province,
largely because of heavy losses
inflicted on him by ARVN and
U.S. forces.

At the other end of the Re-
public, Communist forces once
again were said to be grouping
in significant numbers in prov-
inees bordering Saigon. Enemy
gunners were reportedly wag-
ing a continuous terrorist cam-
paign against the capital and
neighboring communities with
sporadic rocket and mortar at-
tacks.

But officials at MACV head-
quarters said none of the at-
tacks (within the 30-day cover-
age period) have resulted: in
major damage to U.S. installa-
tions in Saigon or elsewhere,
and no heavy casualties were
reported among U.S. military
personnel.

One of the biggest actions in
the Saigon area took place near
the end of the reporting period,
when elements of the U.S. 25th
Infantry Division killed 218 en-
emy six miles west of the city.
The enemy force was identified
by U.S. officials as a battalion
from the 9th NVA/VC Division.

The enemy battalion attacked
the U.S. unit’s night defensive
positions but was beaten off by
the defenders. The attackers
withdrew and contact was lost.

However, the infantrymen re-
established contact during the

(Continued on Back Page) -

Medic Foils
Blind Ruse

ABOARD USS BENEWAH
(USA) — A 9th Infantry Divi-
sion medic ‘‘restored” a Viet
Cong's eyesight with a can of
C-rations during a recent op-
eration in the Mekong Delta.

Specialist 4 Norman F. Hyatt,
a medic with Company E, 3rd
Battalion, 47th Infantry, was
on a reconnaissance operation
when he was summoned to
check the eyesight of a detainee.

The man, wearing black pa-
jamas, just sat there with a
blank look on his face while
Specialist Hyatt tried every
method he knew to determine if
the man could, or could not see.
The detainee passed all tests
and appeared to be blind.

However, Specialist Hyatt
came up with an impromptu
test that ranked the detainee’s
act.

“I pulled a can of C-rations
out of my pocket and held it up
to the man. Without hesitation,
he reached for the can. Sud-
denly, he jerked his hand back
with a look of disgust and gave
me a dirty look,” explained the
crafty medic.

The man was later confirmed
to be a Viet Cong. . . one who
had played - his la:,t game of
Blind Man’s Bluff.

o

ENEMY SUSPECT—A suspected member of a three man en-
€my mortar team is being led to a 173rd Assault Helicopter
Company chopper to be taken to the rear for questioning.

(USA PHOTO)

POURING IT ON — A trooper from an armored unit cuts loose on enemy positions near Sai-

gon.

(USA PHOTO By: Sp 5 T. L. Farley]

Elght Against 80

Marines Win Race To Safety

DA NANG (USMC) — A run-
ning gun battle between eight
reconnaissance Marines and 80
North Vietnamese Army (NVA)
soldiers left a trail of Commu-
nist bodies as the enemy unsue-
cessfully attempted to cut off
the Leathernecks’ route to safe-
ty.

The 45-minute gun fight start-
ed moments after a 1st Force
Reconnaissance Company team
was inserted on a reconnais-
sance mission atop a hill south
of Phu Bai.

Sergeant Robert F. Buda, who
single-handedly killed 15 of the
enemy, said his team was im-
mediately surrounded by NVA
after the enemy discovered
their position.

The 1st Division Mar:nes
quickly moved down the hill,
but were chased by more NVA.
As the downhill race continued,
the NVA attempted to outflank

-the Marines on both sides.

At the foot of the hill, the
recon team formed a perimeter
and took stock of the situation.

“We heard movement all
around us,’”’ said Sergeant Buda.
“They had us completely sur-
rounded.”

In the evening darkness an
enemy soldier managed to
crawl to within 15 feet of the
Marines. Sergeant Bud a killed
him before the NVA could fire
a shot.

Grenades were thrown at the
Mﬁrines from the top of the
hill.

“With the grenades and all
the movement around us, we
figured we had better fight our
way back to the top of the hill,”

recalled the sergeant.

It became evident that who-
ever controlled the top of the
hill would have the advantage.
A desperate race began between
the Marines and NVA.

The Marines won, but only by
yards. The NVA were right be-
hind the recon patrol when it
reached the top.

When Sergeant Buda spotted
15 Communists 25 yards away
he quickly set up a claymore
mine he was carrying and hid
behind a tree. Seconds later, as
the NVA charged up the trail,
he detonated the claymore.

The confusion that followed
allowed the Marines time to call

for an extraction helicopter.
Minutes later, a CH-46 ‘‘Sea
Knight” hovered over the recon
team.

Because it was impossible for
the aircraft to land in the rug-
ged terrain, the Marines were -
hauled up by a hoist, one man
at a time. As each Marine rose
through the air, the enemy con-

centrated heavy small arms
fire on him.
Strafing runs by Marine

HUIE (Huey) gunships helped
suppress the fire. As the Hueys
raked the area with machine
gun fire and rockets, the recon
team members were hoisted
safely aboard the helicopters.

ARVN Sgt. Gives Life
To Save American Capif.

CHU LAI (USA) — Heroism
and ARVN Sergeant Nguyen
Bien Minh became synonomous
recently when he sacrificed his
life to save those of the Amer-
icans he was serving with as
an interpreter,

When the Americal Division’s
11th Infantry Brigade arrived in
Vietnam last December, the

diminutive sergeant was as-
signed to 3rd Battalion, 1st
Infantry,

Sergeant Minh and the battal-
ion intelligence officer, Captain
Michael D. Haynes, were with
a Viet Cong suspect who was
leading them to enemy spider
holes, As the suspect reached
down to lift the top off one hole,
Sergeant Minh yelled ‘hooby
trap” when he saw the lid had

been rigged to explode.

Without hesitation, Sergeant
Minh threw himself over the
hole. His body absorbed most
of the blast and saved Captain
Haynes from injury or possible
death.

Although with the battalion
only -a short time, the ARVN
sergeant had earned the friend-
ship and admiration of his fel-
low Allied soldiers. After his
death, the 3rd Battalion started
a fund to provide for his wife
and four sons and serve as an
example of the close bhond be-
tween the American and South
Vietnamese Armies.

Captain Robert H. Ackley, a
unit chaplain, flew to Saigon to
present 176,880 piasters. to Ser=-

| geant Minh’s family.
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‘Drugs And You

WASHINGTON — In recent months, the Armed
Forces have received a great deal of adverse publicity
concerning the misuse of drugs by service personnel. )

The tragedy lies not in the publicity, but in the fact
that within our ranks we have a few people who have so
little regard for themselves and their responsibilities that
they voluntarily subject themselves to the destructive
effects of illicit drugs.

Regardless of the fact that only a very small number
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of personnel in uniform abuse drugs, it is far too many.

It doesn’t matter which drug you are talking about
—all of them have a terrible destructive potential when
taken for “kicks” rather than at the direction of a trained
physician and under medically prescribed conditions.

You would certainly not entrust your life or safety
to the irrational whims or reasoning of someone who is
mentally ill. By the same token, you should not want to
entrust your life or safety to a man whose judgement and
responses have been dulled and deranged by the abuse
of drugs of any type.

The drug abuser is a menace to himself, his fellow
servicemen and his country. He has no place in the mili-

tary where the lives of others and the safety of our Na-
tion could be threatened by his irrational acts.

Our responsibility to our Country and to each other
is too great to inflict the cancer of drug abuse on our
bodies an‘d minds. As thinking, intelligent, responsible

“‘human beings, we should have too much self-respect to

destroy our minds and bodies voluntarily with drugs such
as LSD, marijuana or heroin. (AFE’__S)

Medal Of Honor ...

WASHINGTON (USMC)—The | nated the Purple Heart in 1782

: : * bre soldier ilors
Medal of Honor is the highest to honor brave 5P1d1815, sail
award for bravery that can be and marines. From that time

: ; indivi : until the Civil War, Certificates
given to any individual in the GEMeRit aadEs R eT atom
of promotions were used as
military awards. The first mili-
tary decoration formally author-
ized by the American Govern-
ment as a badge of valor was
the Medal of Honor for enlisted
men of the Navy and Marine
Corps. It was authorized by Con-
gress, and approved by Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln on De-
cember 21, 1861. The medal for
the Army and Voluntary Forces
was authorized on July 12, 1862,

The medal is awarded ‘“‘in the
name of Congress of the United
States” and for this reason, it
is often called the Congressional
Medal of Honor. It is only on
rare occasions, however, that
Congress awards special Medals
of Honor.

United States. In judging men
for receipt of the medal, each
service has established its own
regulations. The deed must be
proved by incontestable evi-
dence of at least two eyewit-
nesses; it must be so outstand-
ing that it clearly distinguishes
the recipient’s gallantry beyond
the call of duty from lesser
forms of bravery; it must in-
volve the risk of his life; and
it must be the type of deed
which, if he had done it, would
not subject him to any justified
criticism,

The idea for the Medal of
Honor was born during the Civil
War as men fought gallantly
and often displayed great hero-
ism. George Washington origi-
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Leave Time
Cut By New
Army Policy

SAIGON (MACV) — Soldiers
are not able to take as much
leave enroute to their next duty
stations as they have been un-
der a new Army policy.

The man leaving for the states
or a duty assignment on an in-
ter-theater transfer is now au-
thorized a maximum of 30 days
leave. For other soldiers the
amount of leave authorized pri-
or to movement will vary.

1. For ftransfers within the
same overseas command or
within the Continental United
States a soldier will no longer
be authorized leave on his or-
ders. Instead, the commander of
the unit the soldier leaves will
control the amount of leave the
soldier takes.

2. Emergency leave, ordinary
leave for compassionate reasons
or reenlistment leave is now
limited to a maximum of 30
days.

3. Basic combat trainees com-
ing to Vietnam will only get 15
days leave before movement un-
less they are assigned to a state-
side unit first. In which case
they may take a leave of 14
days going to their unit and 15
more days leave prior to over-
seas movement, plus any ac-
crued leave if the commander
authorizes it.

=

Army 'i:estitng
New Weapon

FORT BENNING (USA) — A
blank cartridge and a blank
firing attachment for the 5.56mm
M-16A1 rifle are being tested by
the U.S. Army Infantry Board
here.

The cartridge and its firing at-
tachment have been developed
to provide a more realistic train-
ing atmosphere that will be safe
in simulated close combat.

The blank firing attachment is
a tube containing a tapered vent
which is inserted into the
muzzle of the rifle and attached
with flanges. It should prevent
injuries that might result from
powder and flash burns or be'ng
struck by wadding in close com-
bat training. (ANF)

MP’s May Get
Armored Cars

WASHINGTON — The Army
appears to be edging closer to
acceptance of military police re-
quests for purchase of the Com-
mando aromored car.

Research chief, Lieutenant
General Austin Betts says the
Vietnamese have made good use
of the cars, but points out the
U.S. has not had armored cars
(except for several on trial in
Vietnam) in the inventory since
World War II. If requests con-
tinue to come in for more road
security equipment, the general
has told Congress ‘“‘we may well
buy some of these for the U.S,
Forces.”

General Betts has also re-
vealed that the U.S. is buying
additional air cushion vehicles
for use by armor forces in the
Vietnam Mekong Delta areas.
The flying boats are not consid-
ered aerial vehicles, (AT)

SHEER BEAUTY—Lovely Nina Wayne is indeed a beauty!

S

(PHOTO COURTESY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES)

DEROS Flight No Place
ForDeadly WarTrophies

LAI KHE (USA)—There you
are, soldier, zooming along at
30,000 feet in a 707 jet on your
DEROS flight from Vietnam to
the United States. You've never
felt better—until the guy next to
you jabs you with his elbow and
lets you know in a confidential
tone that he really put one over
on the Army.

“I’'m taking home a real live
Communist RPG round,” he
boasts. ““Got it in my suitcase
here on the plane. No sweat in
getting it past customs.”

All of a sudden you're sick!
Wonder how hot it is in the
baggage compartment of this
plane? Wonder if the safety
mechanisms of that RPG round
are corroded? Do you suppose
some guy is shipping lighter
fluid in his bag and a fire might
trigger that round? Wonder what
happens when an RPG- round
explodes in a jet at 30,000 feet?
We're carrying lots of mail bags
too—I saw them loaded. Wonder
how many other fellows mailed
hand grenades or flares home as
‘“‘war trophies?"

This is no fairy tale, but a
situation which has been quite
real numerous times. Customs
and postal officials have actual-
ly found many dangerous items,
such as plastic explosives, clay-
more mines with arming
mechanisms, TNT, rifle gre-
nades, flares, fireworks and M72
rockets complete with launchers,
being transported via mail and
baggage aboard planes carrying
more than 160 soldiers home
from Vietnam,

This desire to take home an
exciting souvenir can extend
the hazards many face in Viet-
nam to include the flight home.

Can a soldier  legally _tal_:e'_

home a war trophy? :
The answer is a qualified yes

for which you must first define
your terms. A war trophy is any
item of enemy public or private
property used as war material,
acquired in a combat area or
zone within a presecribed period
of time and authorized to he

retained under the provisions of

other regulations,

Since a war trophy is defined
as enemy property, this im-
mediately precludes any U.S.
government property being
taken home. But, any firearm
picked up on the battlefield of
caliber .45 or smaller may be
taken back to the U.S., with the
exception of sawed-off shotguns,
rifles with barrels less than 16
inches, zip-guns, automatic
weapons and silencers. Hand
carrying your war trophy saves
a lot of questions from postal
and customs people who would
become suspicious if their

fluoroscope turned up weapons &

in parcels.

To check illegal war trophies,
several detailed inspections con-
front the soldier leaving Viet-
nam. They begin with your own
unit, take place again at the
replacement battalion and then

* there will be more by customs

officials. Being caught possess:
ing prohibited articles can stop
a soldier from boarding that
DEROS flight and make him
subject to disciplinary action.
Although the military can_nol
check for such items if mail
first-class, they are still subject
to customs inspections when

placed in postal channels for

U.S. delivery. Illegal items aré

brought to the attention of the
Army. Criminal Investigation De:

partment, . : ;

Let’s play the game right and
take home only what is safe an
legal.

e
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treet Vendor Sells
Hot' Lighter To Gl

CHU LAI (USA) — Street ven-
dors selling souvenirs are often
a worrisome, faceless breed to
most U.S. servicemen in Viet-

m.
naBut Private First Class Virgil
K. Dennis has cause to remem-
ber one particular street ven-
dor, and the special ‘“‘bargain”
she sold him.

PFC Dennis, a switchboard
operator at the Americal Divi-
sion’s Landing Zone Sue, recent-
ly purchased a cigarette lighter
from a woman vendor, :

“The little old lady looked in-
nocent enough,” he said, “‘and
I got it for a good price.”

The Americal soldier - ex-
‘plained what happened later,

while he was on duty at the 4th -

Battalion, 3rd Infantry fire-
base: : :

Engr’. Locates

Enemy ‘LAW’

DUC PHO (USA)—First Lieu-

tenant Michael B. McPhee, an
engineer platoon leader, recent-
ly uncovered one of the Army’s

- newest weapons, the Light Anti-

Tank Weapon (LAW) wired to
an elaborate booby trap just off
Highway QL-1 near here. :
The LAW which had. been
placed in a rice paddy near the
‘engineer’s  construction  site,
was rigged with two C-ration

- cans containing explosives. The

3

entire apparatus was set to fire
by ftrip-wires. 7

After careful babying,
trap was blown in place by

‘demolition experts.

Lieutenant McPhee leads  the
1st Platoon, Company B, 19th
Engineer Battalion which has
the task of rebuilding Bridge
419, a 20-foot-long timber trestle
bridge which was blown and

burned to the .ground by Viet

Cong.

the :

“I was about to light a ciga-
rette, but a call came through
the switchboard just as I lit the
lighter. I set the lighter on a
table and took the call. When
the call was completed, I picked
up the lighter gingerly because
it had gotten hot from being lit
so long.”

“It was so hot,” he said,
“that I held it horizontally to
light my cigarette. Suddenly,
there was an explosion, and the
upper portion of my lighter
blew off and took a chunk out
of my cheek. The other frag-
ments. nicked my nose and cost

me three stitches in-a finger.’”

. It didn’t take Private Dennis

long to figure out that an ex-

plosive powder charge had been
placed under the wick. -

“I just' never left the lighter
lit long enough before to get
the charge hot enough fo ex-
plode;”” the excited soldier re-
called. “It was a good thing I
had the lighter pointed away
from my face, or my injuries
might have been much great-
er'!! ¢

WOUNDED COMRADE—Paratroopers from 101 st Airh;:rne Division rush a wounded buddy

toward a helicopter during a driving rain storm. The airborne troopers were on an opera-

tion just north of Phu Bai.

(USA PHOTO)

World's Leading Center

Doctors Battle Plague Outbreaks Daily

QUANG NGAI CITY (USA)—
This city is the:seat of govern-
ment for Quang Ngai province
and the military home of Viet-
nam’s 2nd Infantry Division.

It is also the center of one

of the world's leading plague
areas, 3
Two U.S. doctors, Captains

- Eugene B, Flaum and Norman

S. Ferrer are helping the Viet-
mnamese health officials here

hold the dread disease in check.

“We admit plague cases
steadily—as many as 22 in a
day—308 last month,”” Doctor
Flaum said. ‘““Plague is not un-

IN MEMORY—Final respect is paid to a fallen comrade.

- rying

usual here.”

The 32-year-old captain is in

charge ‘of a Military Province
Health Assistance Program
(MILPHAP) at Quang Ngai
province hospital here. He and
Doctor Ferrer help local health
teams in their fight to . curtail
diseases and improve sanita-
tion.

“Seasonal variations, the war
—these things cause plague car-
rat fleas to' seek new
quarters and speed the spread
of the disease,” Doctor Ferrer
pointed out.

Flea carrying rats are driven
to higher ground and inside
people’s homes by monsoon sea-
son flood waters. When a family
moves  because of VC threats,
the rats also seek new quar-
ters.

“We combat this by teaching
use of DDT sprays to reduce

Navy Gunship
Keeps Enemy

On The Move

SAIGON (USN) — U.S. Navy
Seawolves in armed helicopters,
continued to inflict damage on
enemy positions recently in an
area about 40 miles southwest
of Saigon. :

The toll included 19 structures
damaged or destroyed, and
three bunkers and two sampans
damaged by the Vinh Long
based Navy choppers.

Offshore, a Coast Guard cut-
ter and Navy ‘‘Swift”’ boat at-
tacked enemy positions with
mortar and machine gun fire,

The 82-foot cutter Point Mast
suppressed enemy small arms
fire and moved in to damage
two structures along the south-
west coast about five miles
from the Cambodian border,

Forty-two miles south of Sai-
gon the *“Swift” closed on a
gunfire mission against Viet
Cong positions. The crew sup-
pressed enemy fire twice before
destroying two structures and
damaging a structure and a
bunker, s

the fleas and. by a mass im-
munization program. We have
given as many as 7,000 shots in
one day—80,000 in a single
month,” Doctor Flaum said.

‘“‘Because they are unaware-

of the nature of their illness,
many people come to the Prov-
ince Hospital too late. Others
have trouble getting in for at-
tention as a result of limited
transportation and an ever-
present VC threat to travel,”
he said.

“Many ~people die because
they are unable to get in here
for help,” Doctor Ferrer add-
ed. “To get help to these peo-
ple we take plague serum and
medical aid to them.”

“There are 780,000 people in
Quang Ngai province. Immuni-
zation and sanitation instruction
is a continuing program,” he
said. :

“Most physicians in the States
have read about plague, studied
it and have learned to treat it

. —but they've never seen it,”

according to Doctor Flaum.
“It's a rude awakening for the

U.S. physician when he first
meets plague face-to-face out
here,” Doctor Ferrer remarked.

“Lack of laboratory facilities

. makes it difficult to pin-point

any disease. The symptoms for
s0 many are so similar. We
find ourselves treating for a
myriad of things to get to the
one disease :infecting the pa-
tient,” Doctor Flaum added.
In addition to their clinical
chores at the Province Hospital
and daily immunization ses-
sions with the Rural Health
Team, MILPHAP doctors help
out in the dispensaries run by
Vietnamese and American
health groups and the U.S. Spe-
cial Forces. In this way they

spot epedemic trends before
they can develop.
“So  far,”! says Captain

Flaum, ‘‘the immunization pro-
gram under joint Vietnamese-
U.S. auspices has been effec-
tive against the outbreak of
epidemic plague. Many people
who would have died in an
earlier day are alive because
of it.”

2 G.ls Answer Insult; +

NVA's ‘Boo’

KONTUM (USA) — Booing is
still considered bad form among
men; three NVA soldiers
learned this lesson recently and
will never have a chance to
forget it.

It occurred when elements of
Company B, 1st Battalion, 14th
Infantry were attacked while in
a night perimeter near Landing
Zone Swinger west of Kontum.
The action was particularly
heavy in the sector of the per-
imeter guarded by Specialist 4
Jim Nagel and Specialist 4
Gerry Smith,

Their particular position
came under heavy mortar fire.
Moments later the two infan-
tryman spotted the enemy mor-
tar tube about 50 yards away.

Specialist Smith grabbed his
M-79 grenade launcher and
lobbed three rounds within 10
meters of the tube. The fourth
round the specialist fired was a

No Longer

direct hit, knocking the tube out .

of commission.

“Just as we started to pack
up and move to a new loca-
tion,” said Specialist Smith,
“We heard some voices in a
huge thicket nearby. They
sounded like NVA. Soon they
started yelling ‘Boo GI, boo
GI!”

“We didn’t know what fo
make of it,” he added. **So Jim
and I set off a Claymore mine
in the direction of the noises.
We never heard them again
after that.” :

The next morning the two sol-
dier’s along with their squad
patrolled the area in search of
wounded or dead enemy. They
found three bodies in the
thicket.

“They asked for it,”

opinions to themselves.”

said
Specialist Nagel. “Maybe next "
_time those guys will keep their

”
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VILLAGE SEARCH—Private First Class Gordon Sellers, a rifle-
man with the 101st Airborne Division's C Company, 1st
Battalion {Abn), 501st Infantry conducts a house to house
search in a village north of Hue. The airborne troopers were
flushing out the NVA around Hue.

(USA PHOTO By: Spec. 4 Roger Downs)

Airborne Unit Discovers
VC Recruit Training Site

PHAN THIET (USA) — A re-
connaissance-in-force mission
conducted by paratroopers of
the 101st Airborne Division
northwest of here recently re-

““vealed a Viet Cong training

camp. The site was destroyed
by the members of the 3rd Bat-
talion (Airborne), 506th Infan-
try.

The troopers discovered more
than 100 bunkers and many
small foxholes in the deserted
area used for f{raining Viet
Cong recruits for battle,

Huge caches of clothing, medi-
cal supplies, small arms and
ammunition were uncovered by
the paratroopers of Company A
commanded by Captain Edward
C. Dowdy.

- They also found many train-
ing aides and documents cor-
rectly identifying different types
of U.S. aircraft used in Viet-

Marines Find
NVA ‘Cache’

CAU VIET (USMC) — Using
a series of swift thrusts, “B”
Company, 1st Battalion, Third
Marines captured large caches

. of North Vietnamese arms and
*‘;quipment northwest of Dong
fa. ;

Sweeping north of Cua Viet
river to the demilitarized zone
(DMZ) “B” Company forced
the North Vietnamese Army to
pull out of the area without tak-
ing their stored arms and equip-
ment. ;

The captured items included
875 82mm mortar rounds, 67
140mm rocket rounds, 38 RPG
rocket rounds, six cases of 7.62-
mm small arms ammo, one
case of 12.75 ammo, 20 AK-47
automatic rifles, four 82mm
mortar ‘base plates and large
quantities of medical supplies
and individual equipment.

“The ammunition caches
were probably being stockpiled
to move it to the Cua Viet supply

wand boat ramp,” commented
1st Lieutenant George 0. Noi-
ris, the company commander,

nam,

Mimeographed forms pub-
lished in English that were
found included such statements
as “You are now a prisoner of
war, You are in safe hands, ex-
cept for attacks from your own
artillery, mortars, and air
strikes. If you need anything,
ask our interpreters. Thank you
for your assistance.”

The paratroopers destroyed
the forms along with everything
else at the site.

Ist Division Impact Teams
Guide RF/PF Defense Units

LAI KHE (USA) — For the
men of the 1st Infantry Division
who work with the Vietnamese
Regional Forces and Popular
Forces (RF/PF), “Impact”
stands for “Improvement Plus
Action.”

Each of the division’s three
brigades has an Impact Team
responsible for maintaining con-
tact with RF/PF installations
in its area. Each team, consist-
ing of an experienced infantry
officer, NCO and interpreter,
assists the RF/PF soldiers by
training them in the use of their
weapons, to call for and adjust
artillery and other basic mili-
tary skills, They also assist
them in obtaining materials to
build an effective operational
base. Impact activities of this
nature are receiving the Big
Red One’s emphasis during the
current “RF/PF Outpost
Month’ program.

Vietnamese RF's are recruited
for duty to serve in their home

Signalmen Aid
My Tho Home

MY THO (USA)—Walls shat-
tered by Viet Cong bhullets and
mortars house the 200 young-
sters at the Catholic orphanage
here.

The men of Company B, 9th
Signal Battalion, had a special
concern for the plight of the or-
phanage. Last October they
“‘adopted” the youngsters,

A television set, sewing ma-
chine and furnishings are
among the many items the men
have donated. They have served
as hosts to the children at par-
ties and outings and visit the
shelter at least once a week.

Presently, the 9th Infantry Di-
vision signalmen are helping re-
build the orphanage. They are
collecting $2,000 among them-
selves for repairs and new fur-
nishings.

hamlet or village area. They
man outposts which guard the
hamlet itself as well as other
critical locations such as
bridges and public utilities.

RFs are used throughout the
province in which they are re-
cruited. When a VC attack is
imminent in a particular part
of the province, the RF can be
moved to provide additional
troops and support.

When an Impact Team checks
an RF/PF outpost, it looks for
proper location of weapons to
provide- effective fields of fire,
the proper employment of con-
certina wire, the effective use
of overhead protection against
mortar attack and the employ-
ment of claymore mines to de-
fend the position. The unit’s pat-
rolling techniques are also criti-
cally examined and improved
upon where necessary.

Upon completing this initial
survey the Impact Team leader
tailors his assistance program
according to the needs of the
outpost. Coordination is effected
with the district senior advisor
and supplies and materials are
requested. In the event re-
sources cannot be obtained
through Vietnamese govern-
ment channels the Impact
Teams often will furnish limit-
ed supplies and materials from
division supplies. ;

The Impact Team then revis-
its the outpost with the neces-

sary resources and starts the
ball rolling. Once the work is
reasonably underway the tean

post.

Should an outpost be attackeq
by the Viet Cong, the Impaci
Team visits the scene as soon
as possible to survey the dam.
age and assist in strengthening
the position. The team mem.
bers also analyze VC methods
used in such attacks in order tg
advise the RF/PF defenders of
other outposts more effectively,

Impact Teams also functiop
as a link between the RF/PFj
and U.S. Forces, which facili
tates coordination for the cop.
duct of small scale combined
operations. The RF/PF soldier
exchanges his knowledge of the
local area, trails and VC tech.
niques for tips on patrolling
ambushing and use of fire sup.
port in the conduct of these o
erations,

Major Darrell Best, a Mili.
tary Assistance Command, Viet.
nam (MACV) advisor in the
Ben Cat District, explained that
he would like to see the RF/PF
outposts become “‘strong enough
so that the troops will have
enough confidence in them to
defend them until outside fire
support can be brought in.”

Such a goal is already a reali-
ty in much of Ben Cat district,
through efforts of the 1st Infan-
try Division’s Impact Teams,

Inf. Unit Immunizes Tots

MY THO (USA) — More than
3,250 My Tho school children
were immunized agains{ typhoid
recently by 9th Infantry Divi-
sion volunteers.

The vaccinations were given
by a six-man MEDCAP team
from the 3rd Battalion, 47th In-
fantry, during a week of visits
to the capital city of Dinh
Tuong province.

The team also conducted im-
munization programs in Can
Tho, Ben Tre and other parts

qu soldiers from the 5th Mechan

T e e B e e e e T e o

ized Battalion, 60th Infantry, prepare to fire their M-60’s against a VC Bn. (USA PHOTO!

_

of Dinh Tuong province. Plans
have been made to extend the
program to all towns and ham-
lets in the province.

“The medics are doing an
outstanding. job,” said Captain
Timothy F. Hickey, battalion
surgeon and program coordina-
tor, “First they ease the chil-
dren’s fear of immunization and
then perform the vaccination as
painlessly and professionally as
possible.”

e
.

moves on to survey another out.
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Pacification Program Very Al

NHA TRANG (VFS)—Revoh;.
tionary Development, the paci-
fication program in South Viet-
nam’s countryside, is very
much alive. It was set back by
the Communists’ Tet holiday of-
fensive of February 1968, but
jt was hurt nowhere near as
badly as first believed. And
now the program once more 1s
on the upswing. 23

The judgment of pessimists
immediately ~after the Lunar
New Year series of attacks
that Revolutionary Develop-
ment could be written off as
moribund has been proved false
by recent computer-analyzed
field dispatches from all 44
provinces. The reports showed
that pacification work has re-
sumed in 633 hamlets through-
out the nation — 29.5 per cent of
the pre-Tet level of activity.
News of the death of RD thus
turned out to be — as Mark
Twain said of his own reported
death — exaggerated and pre-
mature. ;

South Vietnam suffered under
the lash of the Tet offensive,
but the chief damage was psy-
chological rather than physical,
according to Ambassador Rob-
ert W. Komer, who directs
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America’s support to the Viet-
namese government’s RD pro-
gram, :

“I grant you we will not be
as far along at the end of 1968
as we had hoped,” he said after
the computers had digested re-
ports as of March 31. “But in
effect we have absorbed the Tet
setback and are back on a dis-
tinet upward curve.”

Revolutionary Development is
the successor, the last in a re-
latively long line of programs,
which since the days of Ngo
Dinh Dien have been known by
various titles . . . Strategic
Hamlets . . . Political Action
. .. New Life Development . . .
Rural Development, All prede-
cessors failed. But where RD
differs from earlier attempts to
pacify the hamlets is the stress
the current program places on
winning the minds and hearts
of the people at the rice roots.
Previously the people had been
considered something of a third
force, neither Communist nor
government, and a force not
particularly influential in the
course of the war, Now it is
recognized that unless the peo-
ple are part of government, un-
less they identify with the gov-

Guerrilla warfare tactics are practiced at the training center,

ernment and support the anti-
Communist campaign, they will
be induced or forced to help the
Viet Cong. Now it is recognized
that without the support of the
people there can be no victory,
no end to Communist aggression
and no peace.

The RD program today aims
at improving hamlet security by
committing the people to the
defense of their own security.
It aims at improving the well-
being of the hamlet people, not
by doing things for them, but
by showing them how to do
things for themselves — with
government’'s material and
technical assistance. It aims at
demonstrating that cooperation
between government and people
is a two-way street, and only
through such cooperation can
South Vietnam emerge as a
viable, democratic country tak-
ing its rightful place and as-
suming its responsibilities in
the modern community of na-
tions.

Story & Photos By
Vietnam Feature Service
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nt villagés to learn skills and defensive fighting so they can return to help their own village people.
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Students learn to work with tools so they can help hamlet residents improve their homes.
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Night controller charts paths of friendly fire for jet pilots.

‘Nighthawk™ Keeps Control;
Guides AF Jets On Way

TUY HOA (USAF) — Staff
Sergeant John H. Kasten’s day
begins at 9:30 p.m. with a shave
and shower., Changing into
freshly pressed fatigues and
lacing his jungle boots, he
thinks of the other men in his
barracks—also showering and
shaving but for bed instead of
work.

Sergeant Kasten is a ‘‘night-
hawk’ at the 31st Tactical
Fighter Wing command post, of-
ficially known as the Tactical
Unit Operations Center (TU-
0C). He is on duty as senior
controller providing the wing
witlh combat operational con-
trol.

* His work day begins with a
detailed briefing to orient him-
self to a summation of the day’s
operations and current records.

During the long night ahead
he will constantly refer to key
statistics posted on status
boards in a multitude of colors
—red, white, yellow, green—
each color serving a definite
purpose.

Sergeant Kasten must check
the friendly artillery plotting
map. He notes that the air
space through which the artil-
lery fire will pass extends up
to 14,500 feet — a good place
for a jet pilot to avoid.

The heart of the command
post is the telephone console
with its 30 pushbuttons. Each
button gives the controller in-
stant communication with key
divisions of the wing. With the
touch of a finger he is in com-
munication with maintenance
control, the wing commander,
the tower or even the Tactical
Air Control Center (TACC) at
Seventh Air Force headquar-
ters. !

The mission orders are wait-
ing to be processed. These
“frags’’ as they are commonly
known, must be distributed to
the fighter squadrons for mis-
sion planning and also to the
intelligence office.

The sergeant must also post
information on the combat
status board which contains the
mission information. The board
will allow the controller on duty
at any time to tell exactly

&

{°:

where and when every combat
mission is going,

The “frags” are separated
and on their way to the squad-
rons and the boards are post-
ed when a button on the console
winks its warning light and the
muted bell growls its warning.

Listening, Sergeant Kasten
hears the duty officer speak to
the invisible voice on the other
end of the line, then the offi-
cer tells the sergeant to scram-
ble one of the alert aircraft.

An  F-100 Supersable is
scrambled and then, in quick
succession of the scramble
notification, maintenance con-

trol and the tower are notified.
He then advises the jet pilot of
target, radio frequencies and
other vital information.

After the tower has notified
the sergeant that the alert air-
craft is airborne, he passes the
information on to TACC.

The remainder of the night’s
routine is broken at 2 a.m.
when hot food arrives from the
dining hall. Between phone
calls, Sergeant Kasten manages
to eat his midnight breakfast.

With the meal finished, it is
back to his vital job in doing
his part in the war against
Communism,

Story & Photos
By U.S. Air Force

it

Controller coordinates missions with wing divisions and 7th Air Force using phone console.
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[Cornmeal
For 400

PHU BAI (USMC) — Though
it may never he endorsed by
Duncan Hines, a new recipe has
been concocted by Leathernecks
here to feed 400 Vietnamese in
a refugee camp.

The civil affairs personnel of
3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regi-
ment, 1st Marine Division in-
vented the new dish after it be-
came apparent that the corn-
meal they were donating to the
refugees was not being used.

“Cornmeal is alien to the
Vietnamese diet and they just
didn’t know how to prepare it,”
explained 2nd Lieutenant Way-
man H. Dodson Jr., battalion
civil affairs officer.

Consequently, the battalion
civil affairs section began to ex-
periment with a way to prepare
and cook the cornmeal so that
it would be a tasty meal.
~ What resulted was a type of
“hush puppy” and pancake
made from a batter of corn-
meal, salt, onions and water.

“Soybean o0il contains food
values that we wanted the Viet-
namese, especially the children,
to have,” noted Lieutenant Dod-
son.

The batter can also be shaped
into pancakes and fried on
makeshift grills.

Recently, the lieutenant made
a trip to the camp to see how
the new recipe would be ac-
cepted. The Marines demon-
strated to the people how to
make the ‘hush puppies’” and
pancakes, then distributed corn-
meal and soybean oil. The Viet-
namese were able to procure

. onions and salt themselves.

The first day’s visit exhaust-
ed the initial supply, but: the
next day the Marines returned
with more cornmeal and soy-
bean oil.

AERIAL ASSAULT—Soldiers from the 5th Mechanized Battalion, 60th Infantry dash from helicopters during an operation.

(USA PHOTO)

3rd Dental Company

Navy Dentist Gives Girl New Start

DONG HA (USMC) — Nguyen
Thi Gai is a pretty four year-
old Vietnamese girl.

But she wasn't always pretty.
In fact she would have become
a social outcast if it had not

A LONG LOOK AT WAR—Soldiers from the 5th Mechanized

8?"“."""' 60th Infantry, watch an explosion from an Allied
@irstrike on a Viet Cong battalion trapped as it tried to storm
Saigon from the South. The unit intercepted the enemy near

Kinh Doi Canal,

(USA Photo By Sp5 T.L. Farley)

been for Lieutenant Command-
er Sam H. Hardison, (DC)
USN.

Doctor Hardison, an oral sur-
geon with the 3rd Dental Com-
pany here, operated on little
Miss Nguyen for a cleft lip.

In the past year, Doctor Har-
dison has performed 24 such op-
erations but there is no evi-

dence, the doctor pointed out,
to indicate that cleft lips and
palates are peculiar to Vietnam.

“It occurs once in about 1,000
births,” said the doctor. “In the
United States we usually per-
form the operation about 48
hours after birth. Here, the op-
posite is usually true. Parents
seem to guard their children

Dirty Weapon Pays Off

Just So It's Charlie’s

DONG TAM (USA) — Private
First Class Ronald Gray went
to destroy a supposedly unoc-
cupied Viet Cong bunker and
suddenly found a machinegun
leveled directly at his midsec-
tion.

PFC Gray is a radio-telephone
operator for the 9th Infantry Di-
vision’s Company B, 4th Battal-
ion, 47th Infantry. The action
occurred during a recent Mobile
Riverine Force operation south-
east of Dong Tam in the Me-
kong Delta. The company was
destroying a string of VC bunk-
ers along a ftrail.

“I was the last man in the
squad and turned to throw a
grenade in the last bunker,”
PFC Gray said. “I turned
around and found myself face
to face with the VC. He was
no more than 10 feet away. I
was so scared I didn’t know
what to do.” ;

The Viet Cong tried to fire
his weapon but nothing hap-

pened. When he reached for a
grenade, the U.S. trooper quickly
lifted his rifle and squeezed off
two rounds, hitting the VC in
the shoulder as he dove for cov-
er.

PFC Gray was not as immo-

bilized by fear as he had
thought.
During the melee the VC

dropped his weapon and
scurried into the underbrush.
The G.I.’s examination of the
enemy weapon showed a round
jammed in a dirt- and rust-
filled chamber to be the cause
of misfire,

“That was the closest call I
have ever had,” said the radio
operator. “When I looked at
that jammed round, all I could
think of was how lucky I had
been.”

He also now knows the value
of a clean weapon and was
thankful for one Viet Cong's
negligence.

Airborne Kills

CAMP EAGLE (USA) — Dur-
ing the first 37 days of heavy
fighting in Operation Carentan
II being conducted in Thua
Thien province, the North Viet-

namese Army lost more than
1,650 men,

This was the reported kill
figure credited to paratroopers

1,'850 Enemy

from the 101st and 82nd Air-
borne Divisions and ARVN
units under their operational
control as ‘they defended the
Imperial City of Hue.

The airborne troopers also
detained 140 persons for ques-
tioning, while capturing 413
individual and crew-served
weapons,

because they often are made
fun of by others.”

Corpsmen, doctors and Civil
Affairs Teams traveling through
the villages will tell the dentist
about those who need the- cos-
metie surgery. Interpreters ob-
tain the permission of parents
prior to the operation.

“We also have adults walk
into. us asking for the opera-
tion,” the doctor said. “This is
our . contribution toward -civic
action.”

“The people can see what
is accomplished immediately.
Within one week you can take
an outcast and return him to
society,” the doctor continued.

“For the program to materi-
alize, it will take years,” he
said. “The American Dental
Association, backed by the State
Department, is helping train
dentists in Saigon.”

If the training is anything like
Doctor Hardison’s, it will be
some time before the Vietnam-
ese are able to help themselves
in this area. It took the doctor
14 years of medical school be-
fore he was ready to perform
his first operation.

Not Viet Cong;
Just Dummies

CHU LAI (USA)—When is a
Viet Ceng not a Viet Cong?

This question recently con-
fronted members of the 1st Ar-
mored Cavalry, of the Americal
Division’s 11th Infantry Bri-
gade.

Personnel carriers attached to
the brigade’'s 3rd Battalion, 1st
Infantry observed what they
thought were 10 enemy soldiers
crouching in a field and carry-
ing weapons.

When the tracks moved in to
challenge, three enemy soldiers
escaped and the rest of the sol-
diers turned out to he manne-
quin  dummies made from
straw. The figures were de-

stroyed.
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Safety Is
Rechecks

TUY HOA (USAF) — Making
every aircraft safe to fly de-
mands a system of checks, re-
checks and inspections.

To accomplish this at Tuy
Hoa air base, a small team of
“detectives” daily makes the
rounds to insure that every air-
craft of the 31st Tactical Fight-
er Wing that takes off on a
combat mission over South Viet-
nam, has been double checked
and maintained correctly. They
are the 15 members of the qual-
ity control (QC) branch of the
31st TFW headquarters.

Always keeping in mind pilot
safety, the team consists of a
group of men which is familiar
with every  aspect of mainte-
nance performed on the wing's
F-100 Supersabre aircraft.

Daily, the QC inspectors, tour
the flight line to observe refu-
elling operations, flight line
maintenance, safety practices,
and make ‘‘in-progress’ inspec-
tions of maintenance being per-
formed on aircraft by special-
ists and crew chiefs, :

But their most -challenging
job. comes in the hangars
where, after every complex
maintenance job such as an en-
gine change, they go through
the aircraft bolt-by-bolt to make
sure that everything is correct.

And, when they walk around
picking up rocks and bolts off
the ramp it is just a precaution,
for the supervision of the For-
eign Object Damage Program
comes under their guidance.

With more than 65 years of
aircraft maintenance experience
among them the Quality Contiol
inspectors are a vital part of
the combat flying job at Tuy
Hoa air base.

Gl's Hobby
Slinky ‘Bit’

CAT LAI (USA) — Hypnotize
a snake? It’s done according to
Staff Sergeant William Smith,
whose hobby is catching and
raising snakes,

“I became interested in
snakes ‘when I was a boy in
Tennessee,” said the sergeant,
of the 124th Transportation
Company at Cat Lai. “In fact,
I still go out with my son to
catch snakes.  In *Mississippi,
where I now live, my son is
keeping a couple of rattlers,
about a half dozen black racers
and a whip snake in our collec-
tion."”

Sergeant Smith has had plen-
ty of chances to continue his
collection since arriving in Viet-
nam. He was a member of a
long range reconnaissance pa-
trol before being assigned as a
mess steward with the 124th,

“The snakes I've captured so
far in Vietnam have been the
big ones—boa constrictors and
pythons. Right now, I'm look-
ing for a cobra,” he said,

Sergeant Smith likes to amaze
people by hypnotizing some of
his pets. “A snake concentrates
very intently on anything that
moves,” he explained. “So
when I move my hand slowly
back and forth in front of its
face, it follows the movement
until it becomes hypnotized.”

When the snake is under the
sergeant’s power, he can pick
it up and toss it around as if
the reptile were dead. He re-
vives the sleeping serpent with
a sudden loud noise such as
clapping his hands or shouting.

The Army still has no Mili-
tary  Occupational  Specialty
(MOS) for a snake charmer,
need should arise
there is at least one instructor
waiting in the wings,

barrel of fun.

MISS FUN IN THE SUN—Appropriately titled is Janet Haadland. She certainly would be a

(PHOTO COURTESY LVNS)

Phu Cat Air Base

Airmen Keep Workhorses Up

PHU CAT (USAF) — Keep-
ing the AC-47 Dragonship in
the air to provide flare light
and fire support is the job of
the men of “C” Flight, 4th Air
Commando Squadron at Phu
Cat air base.

Keeping- the famed “work-
horse of the Air Force” flying
can be a mountainous task in
itself, considering the AC-47's
age, but the men of “C” Flight
have overcome this obstacle.

The ground maintenance men
of the 4th ACS preflight the air-
craft before each take-off and
perform required maintenance,
much the same as an automo-
bile mechanic at a service
station keeps an automobile
running. In many cases, this
job entails preflighting the air-
craft while the aircraft is be-

ing reloaded between flights.

In addition to performing the
“routine” maintenance, the
men must be able to repair any
malfunction that might develop.
For this purpose each aircrew
contains a flight mechanic. The
flight mechanic must be able to
diagnose possible trouble and
correct it,

The responsibility of keeping
the three 7.62mm mini-guns fir-
ing goes to the two aerial gun-
ners. Their job is to keep the
mini-guns, capable of firing
6,000 rounds per minute, load-
ed with ammunition, and cor-
rect any problems that develop.

The loadmaster is charged
with loading the necessary am-
munition and flares aboard the
aircraft hefore each mission. In
some cases, this is done in a

matter of minutes when the air-
craft must make a quick land-
ing and take-off. He is also re-
sponsible for dispensing flares
when they are requested by

“ground forces. The flares burn

with 2 million candle power,
developing over 14,000 degree
temperatures.

To complete this team, each
aircraft must have an aircraft
commander, pilot and naviga-
tor. These men get the aircraft
to the target and execute the
necessary maneuvers for de-
fending the many military in-
stallations and hamlets in the
II' Corps Tactical Zone:

All in all, the men of “C”
Flight must work as a close
knit team to provide the vital
support to the Free World
Forces fighting in Vietnam.

Hit VC

TUY HOA (USAF) — A hard
pounding from the air and
ground for more than a week
has put the 5th North Viet-
namese Division on the run in
Phu Yen province, 200 miles
northeast- of Saigon.

The enemy’s previously un-
touched sanctuary was routed
by the 28th Korean Regimental

Combat team and a series of
deadly Air Force strikes.

Utilizing a B-52 Stratofortress
raid to soften up the target, the
Koreans moved into the area
behind well placed close air
support from F-100 Supersabre
jet aircraft of the 31st Tactical
Fighter Wing at nearby Tuy
Hoa air base and several other
Vietnam-based units.

Colonel Lee Fun Sik, com-
mander of the Korean regiment,
called the operation, To Kae Be
7,-a big success. He said, “We
were able to harass and dis-
organize the enemy headquar-
ters for the first time. We also
deprived them of greatly
needed food and farming areas
and their best radios.”

Final damage totals for the
operation was 102 enemy killed
and four suspects detained. The
Korean forces also captured 50
weapons, including six crew
served weapons, 106,000 rounds
of ammunition, 1,500 kilos of
rice and 500 kilos of salt.

In addition, Colonel Lee stated
his troops discovered one cave
previously used by the NVA
headquarters component that

. was large enough to hold a com-

pany of men.

Friendly casualties for the 19-
day operation were listed as
three Koreans killed and four
wounded.

Air Force forward air control-
lers called in 21 air strikes in
support of the operation in the
last five days of the action.

SS Fairland
Hit By Mine

SAIGON (USN) — The U.S.
merchant ship SS Fairland re-
cently reported a mine detona-
tion beneath her stern in the
Long Tau river 14 miles south-
east of Saigon.

None of the ship’s crew was
injured and the Fairland pro-
ceeded downriver. Navy divers
were to have checked for hull
damage in Cam Ranh Bay,
where the ship was scheduled
for a late evening port call.

The incident was the first
reported mine attempt on ship-
ping in the Long Tau in more
than five months.

The Fairland, under contract
to the Military Sea Transporta-
tion Service (MSTS), had just
off-loaded her cargo in Saigon
and was empty when the explo-
sion occurred. Her crew re-
ported the stern lifted about a
foot.

“Navy units had completed
minesweep runs five hours ear-
lier.

River patrol boat crews on
the scene when the mine
detonated were unable to find
detonating wires.

The incident was the third
time in two weeks the Fairland
has been in a Viet Cong attack.
She was attacked with heavy
weapons May 9 while enroute
to Saigon. On May 16, she was
20 minutes behind the SS Trans-
globe, another MSTS ship, when
the Transglobe came under
heavy weapons attack on the
Saigon shipping channel,

ey
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PEANUTS Pt L KEEP HAVING THESE TINY OF COURSE, IT'S [RONG, )| | L THINK 40U SHOULD HAVE

I THERE'S SOMETHING | | SELF -DOUBTS...00 YU THINK CHARLIE BROWN... GREAT-BI6 SELF-DOUBTS !

i WRONG WTH ME.. A |~ THIS IS LWRONG 7 :

2 Ll

- =ik H-

Vs

\/ W

FIRST TIME IN THE DELTA SMITH 7"

SAVS HE TIKES THE FIFTH AMENDMENT "

A

E\
—ire _'_fi‘«u z ﬂl!l;w._:i

'PEANUTS 8 T LAND (E FOUND YOUR CAP CVER Twa}.,
BLOCKS AWAY, AND ONE OF WOUR'
o SHOES THREE BLOCKS AWAY AND ONE
”\;\}’3\ Oy OF H0UR S0CKS T BLOCKS ALW/AND:
4 g e it e
NP ij\.r] (\ S - :
: (i Az
S 5
- J_); - &
& B it AT

PEANUTS /Ry
WART FIING ACE
{ STANDING BESIDE
HIS SOPITH CAMEL

J—&;L,ML-_.

Y

PIT IS EVENING... CHOW IS OVER ...
HE [5 ENTERTAINING THE ENLISTED
MEN WITH TALES OF BRAVE
DUELS FOUGHT IN THE SKY...
.-—-—-———-}:‘3 |

POOR BLIGHTERS..THEY NEED
INSPIRATION AND CHEERING UP...

BUT WHO
CHEERS UP
THE WORLD
WART FIYING
ACE?

BEANUTS JEgon
[ THAT LITTLE RED-
== HAIRED 6IRL BEAISE
A SHE'S SCMETHING
D [ NOTH E{E/

el

AR
s

IF I WERE SOMETHINE AND SHE
WERE NOTHING, T COULD TALK TO
HER,OR IF SHE WERE SOMETHING
AND I WERE SOMETHING, THEN
I COULD TALK TO HER.. b

7

J-WERE NOTHIMNG, THEN

OR {F SHE WERE NOTHING AND

COULD TALK TO HER ...BUT SHE'S |, foori———
SOMETHING AND ' NOTHING

'FOR A NOTHING, CHARLIE BROUN,
LOU'RE REALLY. SOMETHING !

—

I Als0

Coe y

PEANUTS SUgNTR RIGHT,
1 SEIMCH
| CHANNELS!
il

I

e e

AND GET UP 50 T CAN
SIT THERE !

WHILE YOU'RE UP, GO

THE KITCHEN AND GET ME
SOME [CE CREAM! T TN
: (=

[T I SURPRISED THAT MY

At HAIR DOESN'T TURN GRAZ..
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WILLING PATIENT — A Vietnamese child stands calmly while a medic from the 2nd Bat-

talion, 60th Infantry, gives one of a series of inoculations during a recent MEDCAP visit in

Dinh Tuong Province. The 9th Infaniry Division troopers

treated 1,183 patients in 13 days.
(USA PHOTO By: Sp 4 G. A. Jolokai)

Enemy Diverted . . .

Battle Break Brings Birth

DAU TIENG (USA) — While
infanirymen diverted a force of
nearby Viet Cong, medics of the
2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry,
delivered three bhabies at a
village in the Michelin Rubber
Plantation.

The 3rd Brigade, 95th Infan-

try Division unit was stalking a
VC element during a reconnais-
sance in force 45 miles north-
west of Saigon when several
women from the  village ap-
proached.

“G.Ls, please come to help,”
one of the women pleaded.

Battalion medics responded

and entered the village known
as Ap 13, where they were
confronted with a makeshift
maternity ward. Inside, three
women were experiencing labor
pains.

While the infantrymen kept
the Viet Cong at bay despite
occasional sniper fire, senior
medic  Specialist 4 James M.
Caulley and three other medics
set to the task at hand. They
worked all night to bring the
trio of new Vietnamese young-
sters into the world.

Afterwards, Specialist Caul-
ley, a novice at the science of

Heavy Losses....

(Continued From Page 1)
morning hours and pursued the
enemy force throughout the
day. Artillery, helicopter gun-
ships, Air Force AC-47 gun-
ships and tactical aircraft sup-
ported the infantrymen,

A report on later action
around Saigon was contained in
a MACV Communique dated
May 29. The communique said
a Vietnamese Marine Battalion
engaged an enemy force of un-
l}nown size the evening before,
Just two miles north of the
Presidential Palace. The Ma-
rine killed 17 enemy in the
fight.

In another action the same
day, ARVN 1st Ranger Battal-
ion troopers tangled with an
estimated enemy platoon four
miles west-southwest of the
Palace. The Rangers were
credited with 12 kills in that
action.

Some 16 miles west of the
capital, the ARVN 51st Ranger
Battalion and the U.S. 1lth
Armored Cavalry Regiment
battled an estimated enemy
ggmpany near Duc Hoa, killing

Allied casualties for the lat-
ter three actions were said to
be light.

obstetrics, said he thought that
the deliveries had gone ‘rea-
sonably well.”

“I really don’t have any pre-
vious experience to compare it
to,” he explained. 3

Medic Caulley and his assist-
ants, Specialist 4 Gary Green,
Specialist 4 Andrew Wahren-
bork and PFC Jamie Ceballos
remained in the village for an
additional day to render other
medical service.

Marine Recon Unit

Sets New

DA NANG (USMC) — A 15-
member reconnaissance team
returned to its command post
recently after 13 days of activity
that produced a new 1st Recon-
naissance Battalion record of
208 enemy kills. The previous
record was 129 enemy dead on
a single patrol.

Staff Sergeant Thomas Martin
and his team from B Company,
5th Reconnaissance Battalion at-
tached to 1st Battalion, operated
in an area 18 miles southwest
of Da Nang.

From their 200-meter high po-
sition, the team observed enemy
activity up and down a nearby
river and watched for movement
in the surrounding area.

Contact with the enemy first
came shortly after they assumed
their position. They observed a
mixure of Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese troops some 4,000
meters away through a high
powered telescope.

‘At first, just a few of them
tried to sneak up to the river
from a treeline to check out the
area and see if it was safe to
cross to the other side,” recalled
the team leader.
served the enemy for about 15-
minutes then called in artillery

The sergeant and his men ob-
when a platoon-sized enemy
column emerged from the ftree-
line. From dusk to nearly mid-
night, the recon team directed
deadly accurate artillery fire
into enemy positions.

The VC and NVA got more of
the same night after night, each

Record

time they tried to cross the
river.

Those attempts also failed,
and at the end of a 13-day period
Sergeant Martin’s radio opera-
tor counted 208 enemy bodies.

There were no Marine casual-

ties in the action.

Leathernecks
Bag Enemy'’s
Rice Storage

CUA VIET (USMC) — Rice
caches totaling nearly 20 tons
were found by the First Battal-
ion, Third Marine Regiment
during a four-day sweep 10
miles south of Cua Viet.

The rice, along with miscel-
laneous weapons, Viet Cong
and North Vietnamese Army
uniforms: and medical supplies,
were - captured during ARVN
and U.S. Marine operations in
the lowland area along the
coast.

The operation kicked-off with
three companies of the First
Battalion, Third Marines and a
platoon from A Company, First
Amphibian Tractor Battalion
setting blocking positions five
miles scuth of Cua Viet. Units
of the First ARVN Regiment
assumed blocking positions to
the west, while other' ARVN
elements began a sweep six
miles to the south.

ROK’'s White Horse Div.
Smash NVA Stronghold

TUY HOA (USAF) — Mem-
bers of the Republic of Korea
White Horse Division, recently
teamed with Air Force F-100
Supersabre pilots and other Air
Force aircraft to strike the
stronghold of the 5th North Viet-
namese Division in western Phu
Yen province.

The Koreans made full use of
U.S. airpower in the action, call-
ing in fighter-bombers from
nearby Tuy Hoa, Cam Ranh Bay
and Pleiku air bases. One flight
of F-4 Phantoms from the 12th
Tactical Fighter Wing, Cam
Ranh Bay and three flights of
F-100 Supersabres of the 31st,
supplied an aerial bombardment
of the strike area as the Koreans
began the final stages of the
action.

It was all part of an operation
called To Kae Be 7 conducted by
the ROK’s 28th Regimental
Combat Team in the western
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mountains of the province.

In earlier action, the operation
has netted 95 Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese regulars kill-
ed and four detained. ;

In addition, the ROKs have
gathered up 106,000 rounds of
ammunition from the fleeing
enemy forces, captured 41 small
arms and 11 pieces of signal
equipment.

Praying Pays;
Soldiers Saved

DONG TAM (USA)—An arm
and a prayer saved four 9th
Infantry Division soldiers from
serious injury and possible
death recently when a B-40
rocket ripped into their position.

The four men from the 4th
Battalion, 47th Infantry, were
on a Mobile Riverine Force
operation three miles southeast
of Dong Tam in the Mekong
Delta.. They were suddenly
pinned down by enemy fire in
an open field.

Private First Class Roscoe E.
Nowlin heard a buddy yell and
then felt a sharp blow on his
left arm.

“I looked up and saw PFC
Nowlin jumping on me and yell-
ing for me to say my prayers,’’

“said PFC Anthony Garvey. He

had been hit by a B-40 rocket.

The two men froze and waited
for the explosion. When nothing
happened, PFC Nowlin rolled
off his buddy and said,
“Thanks, Garvey, your prayers
were answered.”

The rocket was not a dud.
Neither PFC Nowlin’s arm nor
the soft mud appeared dense
enough to detonate the shell:

“Those prayers and Nowlin's
fat arm saved us,” PFC Garvey
added.
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Combined

- Offensive
Hurts VC

BIEN HOA (USA) —

The first phase of Opera-
tion Toan Thang, conduct-
ed by allied units from the
ARVN III Corps and U.S.
II Field Force, terminated re-
cently after inflicting stagger-
ing losses on the enemy forces.

Since the combined offensive
was launched on April 9, allied
forces killed 11,894 and captured
or detained a total of 579 enemy

soldiers, most of whom were
members of the North Viet-
namese Army. These losses

were the approximate equiva-

‘lent of 35 battalions. Friendly

losses for the same period total-
ed 1,350 killed in action.

The successes gained during
phase one of the operation were
cited by Lieutenant General
Nguyen Khang and Lieutenant
General Fred C. Weyand, com-
manding generals of III Corps
Tactical Zone and II Field
Force, respectively, in a joint
congratulatory message to
participating troops.’

The message said in part,
“Operation Toan Thang has in-
flicted extremely heavy losses
in both men and materials upon
the invaders at relatively small
cost to our forces. Enemy ef-
forts to seize the initiative have
been decisively thwarted.”

In addition to the unprece-
dented number of NVA prisoners
apd defainees taken and the
high loss ratios suffered by the
Communist forces in Toan
Thang, heavy material losses
were also inflicted. More than
202 tons of rice and 17 tons of
other foodstuffs were reported
captured or destroyed. This
figure, Allied officials say,
represented enough food to feed
25 _infantry battalions for an
entire month,

Large numbers of weapons

-and equipment were captured.
- Most important of these included
_Inore than 430 of the enemy’s

deadly 122mm rockets and 9,-

- 100 mortar and other high ex-

plosive  rounds. Additionally,

. 486,780 rounds of small arms

ammunition were seized.
Captured documents, ralliers

. and detainees describe a de-

moralized and badly crippled
who is still receiving
harass the greater

- Commander Bids Troops Farewell

SAIGON (MACV) — The man who for more than
four years, was the American commander in Vietnam,
recently bade his troops farewell.

Before his departure, 54-year-old General William
Chi_lds Westmoreland went on a whirlwind tour of sub-
ordinate commands, paying final official calls on some
of his 530,000 troops. He also called on U.S. and Viet-
namese government officials and other dignitaries.

. Now confirmed by the Senate as the next Army
chief of staif, Gen. Westmoreland leaves Vietnam at a
time when the United States faces North Vietnam at the

conference table in Paris.

troops the line during his farewell ceremony.

Army Chaplain Wins DSC
For ‘Exceptional Gallaniry’

SAIGON (MACV) — The first
Distinguished Service Cross
ever presented to a chaplain in
Vietnam has been awarded to
Captain Angelo J. Liteky, an
Army Catholic chaplain with the
199th. Light Infantry Brigade.

The award was presented by
General Creighton Abrams, de-
puty COMUSMACV, during a re-
cent ceremony held at Firebase
Stephanie; .five miles west of
Saigon.

Father Liteky was cited for
“exceptional gallaniry” during
an action on Dec. 6, 1967, while

Sorry, Wrong Number...

CAMP ENARI (USA) — “I've

_ Boiten wrong numbers before

but this is ridiculous.”” An irate
Major Agnew of the 4th Aviation
Battalion made this statement
after attempting to place a call
to Vung Tauy.

“Ringing Saigon,” the Pleiku
switchboard operator told the
4th Division officer. But mo-
ments later a voice answered
and said, “Stutigart, Germany.”

The startled major's reaction
.. . what else, ‘‘but it can’t be, I
want Vung Tau!?

on a reconnaissance - in - force

‘mission with the 4th Platoon,

A Company, 4th Battalion, 12ih
Infantry. The platoon spotied
two Viet Cong and followed in
pursuit, hoping the VC would
lead them through the extreme-
ly thick jungle to an enemy mor-
tar ‘site.

However, the VC went into a
well fortified Viet Cong-North
Vietnamese battalion base com-
pound with claymore mines and
machine guns guarding its peri-
meter. The recon-platoon was
only a few meters away when
the VC/NVA unit released the
first fusillade of fire. The first
volley left very few in the pla-
toon untouched. The reserve pla-
toon moved up and received a
similar greeting.

Father Liteky received shrap-
nel wounds in his feet from
claymore mines as he scam-
pered for cover. Almost im-
mediately, he was up adminis-
tering aid and recovering
bodies.

“Disregarding his own safe-
ty, Chaplain Liteky [fearlessly

walked through the hail of bul-
lets to encourage the men, aid
the wounded and administer last
rites to the dying . . .”", his cita-
tion read in part., ‘“The soldiers
were inspired by his courageous
actions and regrouped for an
assault: =2

It further stated that ‘‘Chap-
lain Liteky saw two wounded
men pinned down in front of a
Viet Cong machine gun position,
and he again defied death to
move to them. Upon reaching
the casualties he shielded them
with his body and evacuated
them. 22

“Ignoring painful wounds . . .
he returned through intense fire
to rescue another man. The ene-
my concentrated fire on Chap-
lain Liteky, but he refused to
take cover, freed the soldier
from entanglement in heavy
vines and aided the man fo safe-
ty. As darkness fell he continued
to move among the infantrymen,
administering aid and comfort
to the wounded.” :

Father Liteky has been in
Vietnam for 15 months.

Nominated to succeed Gen.
Westmoreland is Creighton W.
Abrams, his deputy commander
for the past year. Replacing Gen.
Abrams as deputy will be Gen-
eral Andrew J. Goodpaster, for-
merly the commandant of the

Army War College at Ft. Mec- °

Nair, Washington, D.C.

Just prior to his departure,
Gen. Westmoreland was honor-
ed by members of his MACV
headquarters staff in a brief
farewell ceremony.

The headquarters ceremony
came at the conclusion of the
official calls and a trip to Wash-
ington, where the Senate un-
animously approved his nomina-
tion for the Army chief of staff
post. :

At the ceremony, U.S. Ambas-
sador Ellsworth Bunker and a
host of other military and civil-
ian high officials, heard Gen.
Westmoreland add his head-
quarters staff to the long list of
those due considerable praise,
“for having served so faithfully

(Continued On Back Page)

Delta Units
Pound VC

SAIGON (USN) — U.S. Navy

units, both singly and with
South Vietnamese Popular and
Regional Force troops, continue
to pound Viet Cong positions in
the Mekong Delta.

In one recent action, 24 ene-
my suspects were detained by
river patrol boat crewmen
working. in conjunction with
Vietnamese Regional and Popu-
lar forces sweeping Cu La May
island. The island is on the
Bassac river, 70 miles south-
west of Saigon.

Elsewhere, Navy Seawolves
(helicopter gunship crews)
joined with their mobile river
base, the Operation Game
Warden support ship USS
Hunterdon County, in destroy-
ing or damaging 24 enemy
structures and six bunkers in
Kien Hoa province.

There were no U.S. casual-
ties reported in either opera-
tion.

Long Wait|

HUE (USA) — Reaching
back through 20 years of
their- Army careers, General
William C. Westmoreland and
Sergeant Major A.B. Cannon,
met at the 101st Airborne Di-
vision headquarters here re-
cently for some unfinished
business.

Sgt. Maj. Cannon, of the
Ind Brigade, had orders mak-
ing him a Master Parachutist
dated June 15, 1948. However,
there was no signature above
the general’s name. .

As Gen.Westmoreland
signed the special order the
sergeant major had kept for
so long, he said, “From look-
ing at the order, I see you
were a staff sergeant in 1948

nel. I guess we've both come
up a bit.”

and I was a lieutenant colo-{"
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Editorial

rEducaIion Helps

Several months ago, a service-oriented publication
carried a story about an enlisted man who had earned
a college degree and further advanced his education by
way of in-service technical and academic courses.

In a later issue of the publication, a letter to the
editor accused this educated enlisted man of decreasing
his value to the service and wasting his time. It main-
tained that the man’s college degree probably wouldn’t
help him progress through the enlisted ranks nor gain
warrant or commissioned status.

Nothing could be further from the truth!

The man who devoted his off-duty hours to further-
ing his education demonstrated that he had the initia-
tive, desire for self-improvement and tenacity sought and

desired in leaders whether officer or enlisted.

The viewpoint expressed by the critic of education
is, fortunately, not prevalent. The majority of' Armed
Forces personnel realize -that a good education has
become a necessity in our modern military establishment.

Whether your course of study is directly related to
your military assignment—such as. personnel administra-
tion or management, data processing or computer pro-
gramming—or is one that broadens your general knowl-
edge and viewpoint, it will help you to be a more useful
and productive member of the military establishment, the
community and the country. :

You gain by increasing your education and preparing
yourself for more responsible and rewarding assignments.
When you do not further your education and seek to
improve yourself, you waste time and opportunity—rare
commodities indeed. (AFPS)

TOW Passes Tests
Red Tank Threat

REDSTONE ARSENAL, ALA.
—TOW missiles have been fired
successfully by the U.S. Army
Missile Command after being
subjected to severe environ-
mental tests. :

Army officials said the mis-
siles, carrying live warheads,
were fired at heavily armored
plates on a test range.

Prior to firing, the missiles
were exposed to conditions they
might undergo in any part of

the world. They were bounced,
vibrated and exposed to sand,
dust, heat, rain, salt spray and
fungus.

Firings were conducted by
Hughes Aircraft Company, TOW
prime contractor, with support
from the Missile Command’s

Test and Reliability Evaluation
Laboratory.

The weapon is being devel-
oped for the infantryman to use
against tanks and field fortifi-
cations. (AFN)
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JustIn Case
You Have
Not Heard

Folding Box’
Speeds Mail

SAIGON (USAF) — A new
mail container, designed to im-
prove mail delivery in Vietnam,
is currently being tested by the
Air Force in the Republic.

Four prototype models of the
container are being used by C-
130 Hercules aireraft carrying
mail from Tan Son  Nhut to
Cam Ranh Bay. The container
can hold 1,600 pounds of mail
on a 463L pallet which is stand-
ard equipment on Air  Force
transport aircraft.

Engineers at Wright-Pat-
terson Air Force Base, Ohio,
designed the new container in
response to an operational re-
quest from Seventh Air Force
officials. Major General Harry
Goldsworthy, Aeronautical Sys-
tems Division commander, real-
zing the urgent need for better
mail service and aircraft utili-
zation, directed that the equip-
ment be designed and built ‘‘in
house” by systems command
engineers and technicians.

Second Lieutenant Joseph L.
Weingarten, one of the con-
tainers designers, is in Vietnam
to aid the testing.

“This new mail container
is waterproof, collapsible and
easily stored when not in use.
Four of the containers can car-
ry 6,400 pounds of mail as com-
pared with the present max-
imum of 3,000 pounds,” ex-
plained Lt. Weingarten.

The lieutenant added that now
the containers can be filled at
the postal terminals rather
than at the aerial port location,
thus eliminating several hours
of time-consuming work. The
new containers can also be fit-
ted on any Air Force cargo air-
craft, ranging from the C-TA
Caribou to the new C-5A Galaxy,
the world’s biggest transport.

£ £ &

CSMs Slated
‘For MOS Test

WASHINGTON — The first
annual military occupational
specialty (MOS) evaluation test-
ing for the U.S. Army’s com-
mand sergeants major will be
conducted during August and
September. E

Awards of proficiency pay for
superior performance based
upon his initial evaluation of the
top non-commissioned officers,
who hold the MOS of 00Z, will
be effective Nov, 1, 1968.

All command sergeants major
holding OOZ as a primary MOS
will be tested, except those serv-
ing in Southeast Asia, where
MOS evaluation testing is sus-
pended.

Regular tests will be sched-
uled between Aug. 26 and Sept
7. Early tests will be given Aug.
1-25 and makeup tests will be
given Sept. 8-21. (AFNS)

3
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"‘I JUST LOVE LEOPARDS!!""—And we just love Linda Harrison

who is starring in the 20th Century-Fox flick, “Planet Of The
Apes.” We chose to run Linda’s picture because our editor
said that it is a good example of beauty conirasted with
beast (?). Well, that's what he said!

(PHOTO COURTESY 20th CENTURY-FOX)

Instant Death Traps

Come In Varieties

(HQ PACAF) — Although
there are many varieties of in-
stant death in Vietnam, one of
the most lethal hazards U.S.
troops face is booby traps.

Ingenuity displayed by Com-
munist terrorists in the con-
struction and placement of the
traps would do credit to the
twisted mind of a mad scientist.
But the danger of booby traps
is being negated through in-
doctrination of newly assigned
servicemen,

Following the Gulf of Tonkin
crisis in 1964, when U.S. ma-
terials and troops were rushed
mto Southeast Asia, terrorist
booby traps were not as sophisti-
cated or as many as today.
They were effective when en-
countered however.

Mainstays of the early periods
of the war were the punji stakes,
razor-sharp pieces of bamboo
with the cutting and piercing
power of a stiletto. The unique-
ness of the punji is its sim-
plicity.

Bamboo abounds in Vietnam.
The stakes are made by cutting
the bamboo to form a sharp,
slanted edge. They are then
placed in rice paddies or tall
grass. Communist guerillas alse
smear the cutting edge with
animal or human waste to hast-
en infection of any wound re-
ceived from the stake.

WASHINGTON — A five-cent
post card commemorating the
silver anniversary of the Wom-
en Marines has been authorized
by the Post Office Department

with the first day of issue
scheduled for July 26.

Lady Leathernecks was Feb. 13,

but two other prominent dates

The 25th anniversary of the

Post Card Salute

still remained in the ‘““Year of
the Women."

June 12 was the 20th an-
niversary of the Women’s Armed
Services Integration Act, which
permitted Women Marines to
serve as regulars in peacetime.
The 50th anniversary of the
Marinettes of World War I is
August 15 (AFPS)

Today, terrorism runs the
complete gamut of destruction,
using pineapples, beer, bread
and even dead or wounded men
as a trigger for an explosion.

Fresh pineapples have been
doctored to hold armed hand
grenades. Beer sold at roadside
stands has contained deadly
amounts of formaldehyde.

Ground glass kept cropping
up in bread served on U.S. in-
stallation. The simple act of re-
trieving a fallen comrade in
combat set off explosions.
Armed hand grenades placed
underneath bodies had the same
effect. .

At times servicemen must
contend with walking booby
traps. Many attempts to smug-
gle explosives into secure areas
have failed because of alert se-
curity guards making thorough
inspections of persons entering
the area. At an air base, a
trusted employee attempted to
sneak a bomb into a billet. Her
parents were held captive by
Viet Cong. They were to be put
to death if the bomb was not
placed on base.

A remote Air Force weather
station near An Khe in the
central highlands had daily vis-
its from children who sold fruit
and Vietnamese souvenirs. The
airmen enjoyed the visits — un-
til the day a seven-year-old boy
tossed a grenade at them.

Fortunately, the boy was new
at terrorism and forgot to pull
the arming pin. He too was act-
ing under fear for his family’s
safety.

Although the average airmal,
unlike the infantryman, is not
on the field of combat, there
have never been definitive lines
of combat drawn in Viefnank

In such a situation, a person
can not be too careful; Com:
munist terrorists are limited
only by their imagination.

S
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' Chieu Hoi Site

cene Of Battle

II FF (USA) — It was morning
and Bui Duc Thang, the director
of the Chieu Hoi (Open Arms)
Center at Tay Ninh, heard his
dogs barking suspiciously behind
the center’'s maintenance shop.

As a former Cao Dai major,
he knew the sounds of war well,
and alerted the residents of the
center - to take defensive posi-
tions.

For the next 30 minutes, the
45 Hoi Chanhs (former VC) who
live at the center held off a
fiery rocket, mortar and ground
attack by two platoons of Viet
Cong. When the fighting was
over, one Hoi Chanh had been
killed and nine others were
wounded.

This and the four previous
attacks on the center might have
caused misgivings among these
war-weary former VC had it
not been for the Vietnamese
government’s rapid response.

Within 36 hours, Captain
Nguyen Ta Dinh, III Corps
Regional Delegate of the Min-
istry for Chieu Hoi, had pre-
sented 2,000 piasters to each of
the nine wounded Hoi Chanhs,
and 5,000 piasters and a year’s
salary to the family of the
dead man. A sack of rice and
a gallon of cooking oil was given
to each Hoi Chanh who partici-
pated in the center’s defense.

Also on the day following the
attack, a contractor had begun
making an estimate on repairs
to the center’s damaged build-
ings, most of which the Hoi
Chanhs had painstakingly built
by hand. Repairs to the build-
ings, riddled by more than 40
B-40 rockets, were estimated at
200,000 piasters (about $2,000).

Lieutenant Colonel Ho Duc
Trung, Tay Ninh’s Province
Chief, promised to supply Re-
gional Force (RF) platoons to
provide security for the center

in the future. :

This last gift was perhaps the
most welcome to the Hoi Chanhs
at Tay Ninh. With the security of
the center assured, they could
now return to the job they’ve
been trained for — spreading
news of the Chieu Hoi policy
among the Viet Cong.

The men of the Chieu Hoi
center at Tay Ninh are mem-
bers of Armed Propaganda
Teams (APT). They travel to
villages in the province contact-
ing the families of VC, giving
lectures, distributing leaflets,
trying to convince their own
friends among the VC that the
government is sincere in its
promise to take care of VC who
wish to defect.

VC Interested
In 101st News

PHUOC VINH (USA) — The

101st Airborne Division’s
“Sereaming Eagle” newspaper
was discovered to have extended
beyond its normal circulation
near here recently.

Paratroopers from Company
B, 1st Battalion (Airborne),
506th Infantry were searching a
hastily abandoned Viet Cong
bunker ecomplex when they
came upon a dug in structure
resembling a day room. On one
of the tables were several copies
of the airborne division’s news-
paper.

“I'm not sure our paper is
exactly on the Viet Cong’s ap-
proved reading list,” said Pri-
vate First Class James G.
O’Carroll, Jr. The lead story told
how paratroopers had success-
fully engaged a larger NVA
force only two miles away.

JOINT OPERATION—A U.S. Navy Seawolf helicopter patrois overhead as boats of
namese .Navy‘s Rl'ver Assault Group (RAG) 22 wind their way up a narrow canal in the Rung
Sat Special Zone in search of enemy soldiers attempting to escape from the operational

area .of Dong Tam VI. Vietnamese, U.S. Navy and Army units participated in the operation
18 miles southeast of Saigon.

the Viet-

(U.S. NAVY PHOTO By: PH1 C. Williams)

SAIGON (USAF) — The pro-
fessional skill and airmanship
displayed by a Vietnamese Air
Force (VNAF) helicopter pilot
under fire has earned him the
U.S. Air Force Air Medal.

First Lieutenant Le Ngoe

Binh and his H-34 helicopter
crew performed mediecal evacua-

~ tion flights in support of Opera-

tion Lam Son 318 near Dong Ha
south of the demilitarized zone.

Lt. Binh had maneuvered his
helicopter into position to pick-
up several wounded soldiers
when the enemy let loose with
a hail of automatic weapons fire.
The aircraft took several hits
and a Vietnamese Army pas-
senger and U.S. Air Force ad-
visor were wounded, The H-34’s

Viet Pilot Earns Air Medal

oil system was severely dam-
aged.

The pilot headed the disabled
craft back to Dong Ha where
he made a safe landing and ob-
tained immediate medical aid
for the wounded passengers.

The lieutenant is currently as-
signed to the 213th VNAF Heli-
{l.;nptcr Squadron at Da Nang air

ase, :

old west of Hye recentl
Operation,

y helicopter machine gun fire, paratroopers from Company C, 2nd Battalion, (Airborne), 501st Infantry assault a Communist strong-
y. The 101st Airborne Division’s 2nd Brigade paratroopers fought alongside froopers of the 1st Air Cavalry Division during the | Corgs
(USA PHOTO By: Sp4 Charles, Bailey)
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White Elephant Dispensary in

R

Da Nu.ﬁg is the scene of this minor stitch-removing operation.

A Mighty Powerful Job

DA NANG (USAF) — The
varied line-up of aircraft at Da
Nang air base, and the many
types of armament required to
make them effective, creates a
demanding job for the men;of
the 366th Munitions Mainte-
nance Squadron (MMS).

Working from one end of the
base to the other, MMS men
receive, inspect, store and issue
many types of armament rang-

Paperback
Saves Him

CU CHI (USA)—First Lieute-
nant Henry L. Wyatt may or
may not be an avid reader. But
in any case, he now has a good
reason to appreciate books.

The lieutenant is an aviator
with the 187th Assault Helicop-
ter Company here. He recently
escaped injury when an enemy
round hit his helicopter and
imbedded itself in a paperback
edition of James A. Michener’s,
“The Source,”” beneath the
pilot’s seat. :

Later, a maintenance damage
inspection revealed the punc-
tured best seller with the spent
bullet lodged at page 923. Real-
izing that the thick novel had
saved him from possible serious
injury, the startled, but grateful
lieutenant promised to write the
author,

He said he had only one re-
gret about the incident. “I wish-
ed I had turned the book

e Over . . . now I am going to
-have fo read around the bullet
hole;*™.

~

ing from flares to guided air-
to-ground missiles. .

Perhaps the most difficult
weapons to handle are the mis-
siles, Their sensitive guidance
systems must be carefully pro-
tected from dust, moisture and
severe shock.

The missiles arrive at Da

Nang packed in sealed alumi-
num cases. They are taken im-
mediately to the

clean test

room. This room is specially
equipped with electronic equip-
ment specifically designed to
check guidance systems.

After a missile has the stamp

of approval from the clean test
room, it is returned to its con-
tainer, resealed and stored until
it is needed. When that time ar-
rives the missile is ready. . .
the men of the 366th MMS have
seen to that.
i

N

Sidewinder missile is carefully unpacked for inspection.

DA NANG (USN) — In the
dispensary of the headquarters
building of the U.S. Naval Sup-
port Activity (NSA) Da Nang,
the phone rings. ‘‘Hello, Doc?
This is the Armed Forces Police
(AFP). We've got some wounded
Vietnamese in a village on the
old China Beach road. Could
yvou send an ambulance right
away?”

Seconds later a Navy ambu-
lance, lights flashing and siren
screaming, rushes into the dark
and vacant streets of Da Nang,
Minutes later, the ambulance
and three hospital corpsmen
were on -the scene.

Meeting the AFP, they hurried
into the frightened village. There
they found eight wounded Viet-
namese who minutes before had
been hit by shrapnel during an
enemy rocket attack.

Immediately the corpsmen
began giving emergency first

aid. Suddenly, small arms fire
sprang up all around them. With
people dying and wounded they
had no time to think of their
own safety. Running and duck-
ing bullets, they continued.

Two more wounded remained
when a rocket tore into a small
Vietnamese house not more than
20 feet away from the corpsmen.
The concussion of the explosion
knocked them off their feet and
sent them hurling into a barbed
wire fence, :

Luckily, they escaped with
minor injuries. Picking them-
selves up they proceeded to
load the last victim into the
ambulance. With bullets still
whizzing above their heads, they
turned the ambulance around
and headed for the NSA hospital.

This is just one of the many
runs made by the nine ambu-
lances attached to NSA.

Three men are attached to the
dispensary at the headquarters
building, known as the White
Elephant. They are responsible
primarily for making ambulance
runs throughout the West Da
Nang area, but in emergencies,
can go anywhere.

“Each ambulance is equipped
to handle four patients at a
time,” said Hospital Corpsman
First Class Robert J. Dewald.
“Although at times we've had
to haul up to 20 patients during
an enemy attack.”

“We make the majority of our
runs in answer to traffic ac-

hite Elephant Corpsmen: Prepared

cidents,” said Hospital Corps-
man First Class Mike Ostrander,

After 4 p.m. one of the
masters-at-arms from the White
Elephant has to go along  with
the corpsmen and the patients,

“We try to help the patients
as much as we can back at the
White Elephant,” said Hospital
Corpsman Third Class Steve L,
Norton. “The hospital has
enough casualties to take care
of without having to worry about
traffic accident victims.” But,
due to the limited facilities at
their dispensary, it is necessary
to take serious cases to military
or civilian hospitals for treat-
ment,

Most of their runs are within
a few miles of the White Ele-
phant, but there are times when
they are required to go into
Vietnamese villages where there
is always the possibility of VC
activity.

Although the ambulance has
never been hit by enemy fire, it
has by careless drivers. “It’s
the traffic we have to fight going
to and from the scene of
trouble,”” said Corpsman Dewald,

“Some people don’t always
yield when they see or hear us
coming,” said Corpsman Os-
trander. “During rush hour
traffic it takes almost 30 minutes
to travel a distance which would
take only 20 minutes if people
would move their vehicles out
of the way.” In Da Nang each
day there are thousands of
motor bikes, cars, trucks and
“‘semis’’ that travel the same
roads continually.

“It's important that we save
as much time possible getting
to the hospital,” said Corpsman
Dewald. “A few minutes gained
on the road can mean the differ-

ence between life and death to -

the patients.”

Besides making routine ambu-
lance runs, the dispensary cares
for an average 25 patients a day
during sick call. It is open to
all military personnel, U.S. Gov-
ernment civilians and Viets
namese civilians. .

At the White Elephant, the
corpsmen are always prepared.
They never know when the

‘phone may ring and that familiar

voice say, ‘“‘Hello Doc? — would
you send an ambulance right
away? There’s been an accident
at; .

‘Alfie’ Was On Critical List;
Now Healthy, Gaining Weight

CHU LAI (USN) — Navy
corpsmen at the Marine Aircraft
Group (MAG)-12 dispensary
have unofficially adopted a two-
vear-old Vietnamese girl they
found recently in eritical condi-
tion.

Alfie, as she had been named
by the corpsmen, was found by
Hospitalman Third Class Terry
Shrubb, a medical civic action
platoon corpsman, during a visit
to the orphanage in An Tan vil-
lage near the Chu Lai air base
in Quang Tin province.

““She was in pitiful condition
when I brought her in,” -said
Petty Officer Shrubb. “She was
suffering from an acute case of
malnutrition and lung conges-
tion.”

After a complete physical, Al-
fie was given a bath, clean
clethes, medicine and placed on
a proper diet.

After her initial examination,
the doctors and corpsmen knew
they would have a job on their
hands if their young patient was
to survive. For the next few
weeks each corpsman at the dis-
pensary took turns watching and
caring for her until she was re-
moved from the. critical list.

During the first two weeks at
the dispensary Alfie’s bassinet
was a four-by-two aluminum
packing box with a soft pillow
for lining. After her condition
improved, Petty Officer Shrubb
decided the box was not good
enough for a young lady and
made her a hammock using a
Navy blanket.

She can new drain an eight
ounce bottle of milk in 30 sec-
onds and eat four ‘big” meals
a day, the corpsmen report. Al-
though she will eat almost any-
thing put before her, Alfie pre-
fers fish, and loves just plain
bread and butter. The corpsmen
have also taught her to drink
from a glass.

“She has pretty features,”
said Chief Hospitalman Ramon
Flemming, “and extra long eye
lashes that lay on her cheeks
when she closes her eyes.”

Alfie has gained four pounds
since Petty Officer Shrubb found
her. Eventually she will be re-
turned to the orphanage where
she will be given the opportunity
to live a more normal lifé,
thanks to the doctors and corps:
men of the MAG-12 dispensary:
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They Remember Naminsky

SR

Pointman was Nam'’s position as a Kit

Carson Scout.

Story & Photos
By
Sgt. Marty Caldwell

2

Moments before death Vo Van N:m listens to en;:'my fire which this timeé meant his death. A VC for two yedars made Nnmnn invaluable “tunnel raf.”" '

g

CU CHI (USA) — Of the many
Viet Ceng that rally under the
Chieu Hoi program, none are
more valuable or memorable to
the 25th Infantry Division sol-
diers than the “Kit Carson”
scouts.

Vo Van Nam was one of a
half dozen scouts working with
the 2nd Battalicn, 14th Infantry
in their eontinual efforts against

the North Vietnamese and Viet

Cong. Born in 1950 in Tay Ninh
province, South Vietnam, Nam
died in action recently fighting
the enemy with which he once
fought.

Nam grew up in a mid-
dle-class Vietnamese family. At
the age of 16, he joined the
local Viet Cong guerrillas and
left his home. Aeccording to
Nam, “VC come threugh village
and say them number one.”

Two years of constant fight-
ing, running and hiding went
by as Nam lived the life of a
Viet Cong terrorist. In Septem-
ber of 1967, his fighting with
the Communists came to an end.

Nam’s father was a lieutenant
in the Army of the Republic of
Vietnam (ARVN), and when
Nam found out that the Com-
munists intended to kill his
father, he laid dewn his Chinese-
made weapon and turned him-
self in to the South Vietnamese
government under the Chieu Hoi
Program.

Realizing his skills and knowl-
edge of the enemy’s tactics, the
25th Infantry Division, at Nam’s
request, accepted him as a Kit
Carson scout and assigned the
18-year-old convert to the 4th
Battalion, 9th Infantry.

Nam's father was killed by a
VC assassination squad, shortly
after Nam began working with
the 25th Infantry Division, while
he and his father were both
home on pass. Nam narrowly
escaped being killed himself as
he fled through the back door
of his home, eventually making
his way back to the unit that
had adopted him.

In February of this year, Nam
joined Company C, 2nd Battal-
ion, 14th Infaniry, and the sol-
diers gladly received their new
comrade.

It did not take them long to
learn just what type of man
Nam was. “Nam couldn’t speak
English very well that first
night we met him back at base
camp, hut he had the most
pleasant smile I've ever seen,”
remarked Platoon Sergeant
Marvin M. Czerwonka.

“We took a quick liking to
him and as days went by we

Vo Van Nam studies the terrain before the patrol moves out.

learned to appreciate his knowl-
edge of enemy tactics even
more,”” stated Specialist 4
James L. Herriage Jr. “We got
tired of calling him Nam and
he became so close to us that we
decided to call him Naminsky,”
said one Company C soldier ef
Polish descent.,

Many a batile went by as
Nam participated with the sol-
diers of Company C in opera-
tions against the enemy from
Saigon to the Cambedian border.

“As a scout, Nam looked for
various signs and symbols used
by the Viet Cong in marking
booby-trapped areas, enemy

base camps, and tunnel en-

trances. He also advised us of
danger areas, enemy areas,
possible enemy sniper positons,
as well as helping us feel more
confident in our efforts,” praised
1st Lieutenant Robert E. Pop-
ken, commander of C Company.

“Finding wild fruit, - climbing
up in the palm trees to retrieve
fresh coconuts, and cooking up
one of his famous campfire re-
eipes, were a few of the many
ways Nam made life more
pleasant for us,” said Sergeant
Danny C. Hatmaker,

While this -article was in pre-
paration, Ve Van Nam was
killed in action against a Viet
Cong force.
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Entire Viet Family.

~ Queen’s Cobra's Strike For Freedom

SAIGON (VFS) — Today the
Thais are fighting for freedom
— against Communist subver-
sion and aggression in their own
country, and against Communist
encroachment on their neighbor,
the Republic of Vietnam. To
most Thais both campaigns are
part of the same war.

Despite this Communist
menace within their own berder
area, the Thai people have been
more than willing in their con-
tributions to the fight against
the Communists seeking to top-
ple the Saigon government. Thai-
land has sent elements of its
own army, navy and air force to
South Vietnam to help fight the
Communists as a pledge of their
belief in the right of a people
to be free.

The Queen’s Cobra Regiment
of the Royal Thai Army is the
largest of those volunteer units.
Though stationed in South Viet-
nam less than a year, its men
have earned an enviable reputa-
tion, particularly as night
fighters.

In response to a call for
volunteers, 20,000 young Thais
came forward. From these the
defense ministry chose 2,600 for
training in the steaming jungles
of Kanchinaburi province, near
the historic bridge that spans
the River Kwai. All were civil-
ians with prior military service
— students,  government offi-
cials, Buddhist monks, men from
many walks of life.

In June 1967 a 14-man advance
group arrived in Vietnam to
make arrangements with the
9th U.S. Infantry Division to
provide administrative support
to the Queen’s Cobra Regiment,
which was to be based at the
Division’s headquarters at Bear-
cat, 18 miles east of Saigon on

After a f:reﬁgh'} ‘with Viet Cng

Route 15. During the summer of
1967 the main units of the regi-
ment poured through Newport,
just north of Saigon port, and
were trucked on to Bearcat.

Currently under the 9th U.S.
Infantry Division’s operational
control, the Queen’s Cobras have
a degree of autonomy that will
become more complete when
the regiment is transformed into
a division. Already the Ameri-
cans of the 9th Division are
moving elements of their head-
quarters south to the Mekong
Delta so Bearcat can be turned
over to the new Thai division,
possibly as early as this
summer. Some 12,000 new Thai
volunteers are in training, pre-
paring to move to Vietnam,
although the total strength of
the division will be about 10,000
men.

i

Since arriving in the Republic
of Vietnam the Thais have come
to be known as fierce foes for
the Communists and genuine

friends of the Vietnamese vil-:

lagers in the Bearcat area.

One recent example of the
Cobras’ courage in battle came
when a 3-vehicle convoy of 15
men was ambushed by the
enemy. After the initial VC at-
tack had subsided, there were
seven Thai soldiers capable of
carrying a fight to the enemy.
The officer in charge refused
artillery support because, he
said, ‘‘there are too many
homes of friendly Vietnamese in
the area.” Without artillery sup-
port, without cover in the open
road, and heavily outnumbered,
the Thai position seemed hope-
less. But the officer gave the
order to fix hayonets, and led

T

friends with villagers of the Bearcat area.

; a Thdi' medic trélats a flesh wound of an

g%ﬂ;

e of his comrades.

i i

A heavily armed patrol of the Queen’s Cobra Regiment deparisthe Thai base at Bearcat outside Saigon in search fc;s; Viet Cong.l

the seven unwounded men in a
charge directly into the dug-in
positions of the VC platoon.
Taken by surprise and panick-
ing at the sight of naked steel,
the Viet Cong broke from their
positions long enough to enable
the Thais to reach the cover of
the treeline. There they held out
until Thai reinforcements arrived
from Bearcat to send the VC
retreating into the forest.

Besides courage the Queen’s
Cobras have the local Viet-
namese people on their side
which adds immeasurably to
their fighting prowess. Respond-
ing to the increased security
the Cobras have brought to the
area, the people refuse to help
the Viet Cong. Instead they ac-
tively assist the Thais by inform-
ing on the VC. They tell the
Thais of VC movements in the
area, of the location of booby-
traps, of arms and supplies
cached by the enemy, and of
any VC attempts to re-establish
control over villagers. As a
result of Thai reaction to this
flow of intelligence, the roads
now are safe to travel, and
Revolutionary Development
teams are at work in the hamlets
in an atmosphere of relative
safety.

R, s

Former VC iniroduces a Thai soldier to a Vietnamese family.

S
S

Contributing to this close rap-
port between Thais and Viet-
namese villagers is the Cobras’
civic action program. The Thais
have constructed more than 48
miles of road, two bridges, one
schoolhouse, a children’s play-
ground, a dispensary and an
outpost for Regional Forces and
Popular Forces militiamen.
Their medical teams have
treated 8,000 Vietnamese medical
and dental patients. They have
given away 10,000 pounds of
feod. “They understand us,” say
the local people when asked
about their Thai neighbors.
“They learn our language and
eat our food.”

In a recent Bangkok govern-
ment communique the Thais ex-
pressed their resolve concerning
Communism: “(We) are pre-
pared to forego all defense mea-
sures as soon as the threat of
Communist aggression in Viet-
nam and Southeast Asia ceases
to exist.”

Until that day comes men like
the Cobras will be manning the
barricades against aggression.

Story & Photos
By
Vietnam Feature Service

TS
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FIRE SUPPORT—Troopers of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment's First Squadron stand by
as Air Force jet fighter-bombers pound entrenched enemy positions. The action recently took

place 15 miles northwest of Saigon.

(USA PHOTO By: Sp4 Glenn Van Matre)

Welcome

CAMP EVANS (USA) — Since
the war in Vietnam began there
have been many Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese soldiers who
have taken advantage of the
South Vietnamese government’s
Chieu Hoi or *“Open Arms” Pro-
gram.

They have come singly, in
twos, and threes, but a recent
group that embraced the gov-
ernment program defies descrip-
tion. Four generations that in-
cluded 11 persons and their be-
longings arrived at Camp Evans
for reassignment to a refugee
center,

Le Trieu, his wife, children,
mother and grandmother, along
with chickens and a pig with a
litter of piglets, were met by
members of the 545th Military
Police unit and given temporary
housing.

“Before the Viet Cong came
to my village,” recalled Mr.
Trieu, “life was very good for
my family. We farmed our land
and raised our children. Then
the ARVN soldiers left the vil-
lage and everything changed.”

In the beginning, five of the
men from the village resisted
when the Viet Cong said every
one, no matter what their age,
would help them. The Viet Cong
herded all of the people into the
center of the village where a
large hole had been dug and
had the five men kneel. After
a few moments the five were
beheaded and their bodies push-
ed into an open grave. The rest
of the people were too afraid to
resist. They did what they were
told.

“Everyone had to make availa-
ble a large portion of their rice
to the VC,” stated Mr. Trieu.
“My family was required to
give 120 cans of rice each month,
This amounted to about 20 kilo
(44 pounds). It left very little

Air Force Dentist

Teaches Dental Care In Le Hai

TUY HOA (USAF) — Helping
the Vietnamese people to help
themselves is the true meaning
of civic action. At Tuy Hea air
base, Air Force Lieutenant Colo-
nel Edward Jones has been put-
ting this theme into action.

Base dental surgeon for the
31st U.S. Air Force Dispensary,
Col. Jones has recently complet-
ed an eight-week training pro-
gram designed to teach Cuc Luu
Dinh, a Vietnamese health of-
ficer, to perform dental extrac-
tions.

The program began with
MEDCAP visits by the Air
Force officer to a Vietnamese
dispensary at Le Hai, 25 miles
northwest of Tuy Hoa. Col. Jones
was performing dental work on

the Vietnamese and was assist-
ed by the Vietnamese health of-
ficer. The colonel felt that for
his visits te be of benefit to the
Vietnamese, someone should be
trained to continue on after the
MEDCAP team stopped visiting
that area. ““Cuc Luu Dinh
showed such an interest that I
felt he could be trained to han-
dle extractions,” Col. Jones
said. :

The following eight visits to
the dispensary saw Cuc slowly
pregress from an observer to a
participant in the dental work.
The first step was to teach him
to anesthetize the patient to
deaden the area prior to extrac-
tion. The Air Force dentist
patiently explained through an

interpreter each and every step
of the procedure.

After five weeks of training,
the Air Force dentist assisted
Cuc in performing his first ex-
traction of a toeth. The next
three weeks were spent polish-
ing the new dentist’s techniques.
As Cuc’s ability increased so did
his confidence.

The eighth wvisit of the Air
Force officer was his last to the
Le Hai dispensary as the MED-
CAP team would be visiting a
new location. During this wvisit,
Col. Jones anesthetized while
Cuc did the extracting, a com-
plete reversal of form from the
first visit.

Cuc Luu Dinh has worked in
the Military Assistance Com-

Two Marines Bust

CHU LAI (USMC) — Marine
Aircraft Group (MAG)-12 civil
affairs teams have worked in
the villages and hamlets around
Chu Lai for more than two
years without any major inci-
dents with the Viet Cong.

Wilep trouble did arrive, it
Came in a grenade-flinging fire-
fight with a Viet Cong ambush
unit.

The recent incident took place

ree miles west of Chu Lai,
when Major Richard F. Risner,

AG-12 civil affairs officer,
and Staff Sergeant Richard M.

Petterson headed their jeep
over the last hill entering the
valley near Long Phu II village.

The VC had set up an “L"
shaped ambush on the road. A
burst of gunfire through the
windshield missed both Ma-
rines. However, both received
superficial wounds from flying
glass.

Maj. Risner and Sgt. Petter-
son rolled out on the ground
and using the jeep for cover,
commenced: firing at the rifle
muzzle flashes in the bush
which concealed the members
of the Viet Cong ambush.

VC Trap

Suddenly, a grenade landed
beside the major!

“I saw it hit, grabbed it, and
threw it back,” he said. *“‘Anoth-
er grenade landed some 15 feet
away and gave Sgt. Petterson
a good jolt.”

The volume of fire from the
two .45 caliber pistols and the
M-16 rifle carried by Maj. Risn-
er and Sgt. Petterson was suf-
ficient to discourage the Viet
Cong ambushers who withdrew
into the bush leaving two slight-
ly wounded Marines who con-
sider themselves extremely
lucky to be alive.

mand, Vietnam (MACV) dis-
pensary since 1962.  Prior to
that, he was an elementary
teacher in the South Vietnamese
school system. In his new role,
he will be the only dental ad-
visor available to residents of a
large area.

The idea of teaching someone
to help his fellow man is not
new, but at Tuy Hoa air base,
the teaching will benefit the
South Vietnamese people long
after the war has ended.

d To Fold

for us to eat.”

“When I found the safe con-
duct pass, dropped by the
American planes, I decided to
return to the government
forces,”” related Mr. Trieu.

“Now that I am with the Gov-
ernment again, I would like to
live a peaceful and a good life,”
said Mr, Trieu.

Allied Units
Clear Town
Of Xuan

SAIGON (USA) — Eighty-five
men from the 18th Military

' Police Brigade’s 720th MP Bat-

talion recently joined forces
with 40 members of the 301st
Vietnamese National Police
Field Forces Company and 50
soldiers from the Duec Tu
district Popular Forces to con-
duct a cordon and search oper-
ation four miles south of Long

Binh Post.

Conducted in the isolated

‘riverside hamlet of An Xuan,

the operation began when six
patrol boats manned by the
battalion’s B Company set up a
blocking force on the two rivers
bordering the village, Land
Forces then moved in silently
to complete the cordon of the
village.

A local official accompanied
by an MP officer and a National
Policeman walked through the
village informing the people that
a cordon had been established
and that they were to leave the

~area temporarily and go to a

nearby enclosure, Here the
people were given a free meal
of C-rations, and a MEDCAP
team was brought in by boat to
give aid to those needing medi-
cal treatment.

Before being allowed to re-
turn to the village, every adult
was questioned and identified.
As an additional population and-
resources control measure, the
battalion’'s S-2 section photo-
graphed more than 400 villagers
for future identification pur-
poses.

While the villagers moved out
of the village, search teams of
Military Police and National
Police conducted a systematic
search of the houses, boats, a
brick factory and other build-
ings.

Airmen Act As Parents
For Viet Orphan Group

NHA TRANG (USAF) — In
the United States kids wait for
their favorite television pro-
grams on Saturday mornings.
On Saturday morning in one
place in Vietnam, a group of
orphans eagerly look for a blue
truck with “UNITED STATES
AIR FORCE' printed on its
side.

The place is the Sao Bien or-
phanage near the coastal city
of Nha Trang and the truck
those kids are waiting for is
full of men of the 5th Air Com-
mando Squadron (ACS).

The men of the 5th ACS adopt-
ed the 60 orphans of Sao Bien
in July 1967, and are out there
every Saturday to look in on
their charges, ages from two to

12-years-old.

The orphanage is staffed by
eight sisters. :

The school had previously
been closed because at that
time the area was rife with ter-
rorist activity, and the prior in-
structors who could not be pro-
tected had sought employment
in a more pacified area. The
sisters began their work by tak-
ing in the homeless waifs who
were left stranded in the area,

When the school year began,
the sisters embarked on inform-
al instruction of their charges.
As the instruction continued, day
students began coming to the
school. Presenfly the school has
an enrollment of 60 orphans and
150 day students, ;
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WHEN SHE ANSWERS, I'LL
INTRODUCE MYSELF, AND.,.

Freezes Gl

CAMP EVANS (USA) — “T
couldn’t believe my eyes. I just
froze for a second expecting it
to explode,” explained Private
First Class Jerome White of
Alpha Company, 1st Battalion,
Tth Cavalry in describing his
reaction to a dud 60mm mortar
round landing between his legs.

PEANUTS

T THINK You ARE WONDERFUL,

POOL-SIDE BEAU

S

TY—Lovely Joan Jonasson is just one of many pool-si

S

de beauties in Las Vegas. (PHOTO COURTESY LVNB)

Long Binh MP

One Man Civic Action Program

LONG BINH (USA)—Special-
ist 4 Joseph Blakley, an 18th
Military Police Brigade soldier,
might be called a one-man civic
action program. The specialist
speaks Vietnamese fluently and
acts as an interpreter for all of
the MP battalions within the
89th Military Police Group.

Serving his second complete
tour in Vietnam, he has gained
the friendship and respect of
many Vietnamese people.

Assigned to the 89th MP
Group’s civil affairs section at
Long Binh, Specialist Blakley
works with his section chief, 1st
Lieutenant Clifford Brody, in
establishing a proficient civie
action program.

The soldier’s bilingual work
brings him into direct- contact
with a cross section of the local
populace, including Vietnamese
MPEs' andi National Police, vil-

lage chiefs, school teachers and
children. Those who know him
say he has the unique and vital-
ly necessary ability to converse
freely with the people and to
gain their confidence and trust
through his winning personality.,

One of his current projects is

‘helping the 720th MP Battalion

improve Vietnamese dispen-
saries in villages located in the
battalion’s tactical area of re-
sponsibility. The smooth-speak-
ing MP, in conjunction with Cap-
tain Maurice Fitzgerald, S5 of-
ficer of the 720th, is helping to
establish an administrative pro-
gram for the dispensaries, and
has proposed ideas pertaining to
the f{raining procedures the

Vietnamese medics should fol-
low in order to be well-versed
in modern medical techniques.

Together, the twe MPs also
the : “Vietnamese

are helping

create better electrical facilities
in the villages, improve garbage
collection systems and construct
a new, modern police station.
A typical day will find Special-
ist Blakley acting as an inter-
preter between a Vietnamese
village chief and an American
officer. As Lt. Brody comments,
“Many times Specialist Blakley
has been the sole reason there
has been an effective communi-
cations  between U.S. soldiers
and the Vietnamese people.”’
Each battalion in the 89th MP
Group provides some support to
a Quanh Canh (Vietnamese MP)
Battalion. The U.S. MPs con-
tribute money and materials to
the QCs so that they may im-
prove their living areas in their
spare time. Specialist Blakley
acts as a liaison man in this
program, making frequent visits
to find out what the Vietnamese

people need. He speaks with
them as a friend, often offering
suggestions or lending a helping
hand.

He also has been called upon
to interrogate detainees or speak
to villagers in a possibly hostile
area to inquire about the loca-
tion of the enemy,

! LITTLE RED-HAIRED GIRL, | |WauLD You CARE IF I CAME
dehiand o R Suth T A BEEN WAVTIG To° | [OIER ToaiR e e ?
search and clear mission Sou MEET You FOR A LONG TIME, WE COULD R
of Camp Evans when they dis- 5TEPS AND TALK.

covered a number of enemy huts
in the mountainous terrain.
Underneath the floors of the
huts, the cavalrymen found deep
bunkers capable of housing from
20 to 30 men each. A further
search of the area uncovered 40
rounds for a 60mm mortar.

The company moved a dis-
tance away from the cache so
that it could be blown. Every-
one waited tensely for the ex-
plosion. ‘“‘Because we were down
and a comfortable distance from
the explosion, when the dud
came in, we thought we must
be receiving incoming mortar
rounds,” stated Private First
Class Frank Combs, who was
close. to PFC White.

“Thank God it was a dud,”
PFC White said in relief.

Viet Cong Instrucior ‘Flunks’

II FF (USA) — Here’s an im-
portant notice to instructors of
technical subjects . . . know your
subject matter!

One of the first rules that an
instructor must follow deals with
possessing a thorough knowl-
edge of the subject to be taught,
This fact was dramatically
pointed out recently to the Viet
Cong in Bien Hoa Province,

At 11 p.m. one evening, the
Viet Cong entered Long Tam
village in Nhon Trach district
for propaganda purposes.

The VC gathered the young
men of the village together for
a demonstration on ‘“‘how to use
a hand grenade.” While the in-
structors were preparing to
give their lecture the grena_cle
exploded. Results: two Viet
Cong killed and one wounded.

S ——

- o

'SWEETHEART HOW DID YoU GET To MARS?,
I THOUGHT YoU WERE IN VIETNAM - OVER!

IE 40U PONT

ChASH, YOU CANPUT IT

ON 4OUR CREPIT
CARD,

OMEON, TRY IT...
TR T

o &P G gt reeed
0 $P43 by Ukt P B o

40U WOULDN'T KNOW
600D GOOP IF YOU
TASTED IT I

«

ACTUALLY, IT (WAS ONLY FAIR,
BUT WHERE ELSE CANYOU GET
A BOWL OF GOOP FOR 5¢ 7

YOURE A CUTE
GRANDMOTHER!
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Disillusioned NVA-turned Hoi Chanh by walking into the 4th Infaniry Division firebase.

Three Disenchanted Enemy
Accept Chieu Hoi Program

DAK TO (USA) — “They're
the lucky ones,” mused Major
John M. Beebe, 1st Brigade, 4th
Infantry Division ecivil affairs of-

ficer. ‘“The war is over for
them.” _

He was talking about three
North Vietnamese Army sol-

d’ers who recently turned them-
selves in under the Chieu Hoi
Open Arms Program that grants
amnesty to enemy troops.

Two NVAs walked into a pa-
irol base of Jrd Battalion, 8th

Infantry northwest of Dak To.

The third turned himself inte
Jrd Battalion, 12th Infantry at
another fire support base near
the Cambodian border.

“They were in fairly good
shape,” said William: Braddock,
a member of the brizade’s mili-
tary intelligence (MI) team who
interrogated the trio. - :

“They were tired and didn’t
want to get killed. They also
said they didn’t want to fight
and they had to work hard,
which scunds like a univeiTal
Army = complaint,”  said My,
Braddock.

The Hoi Chanhs also men-
tioned the destruction wrought
by the almost constant B-52
bomber strikes in the Dak To
area. “They were terrified of
the big strikes,” Mr. Braddock
continued. “They said they had
been in or near B-52 strike
areas in the past and have had
comrades killed or weunded in
them. They knew they could not
diz positions that would be safe
from the big bombers.”

Along with the effeetive civil
'1['1.mk. leaflet (Imps and loud-

speaker broadcasts around Dak
To, Maj. Becbe: credits the B-
52 bombing missions as cne of
the most successful psychologi-
cal operations weapons.

“When the NVA came in, they
had leaflets of some kind on
them,” Maj. Beebe said. ‘“After
every B-52 mission in this area,
we saturate the target site with
Chieu Hoi and safe conduct leaf-
lets.?

In addition to leaflet drops and
loudspeaker system usage on an
0-2  observation aircraft, the
civil affairs unit also has uti-
lized a C-47 with large capacity
loud-speakers that eireles prear-
ranged areas for several hours
at ‘night.

‘““The night broadecasts are
particularly effective,” = added
Maj. Beebe, “because the ene-
my troops are ‘cold, tired and
usually in a melancholy mood.”

“Often the North Vietnamese
will work and travel in groups
of three within their particular
unit,” the majoer explained.
“Hence, each man is charged
with the responsibility of watch-
ing the other two.”

‘“The NVA are afraid that if
they pick up a Chieu Hoi leaf-
let or otherwise complain about
their conditions or mention de-
fecting, they’'ll be turned in to
a political officer and be pun-
ished or shot,”” the 4th Division
officer added. “That fact makes
our job a little more difficult.”

The civil affairs team has had
to remain flexible in its plans
since the start of the task force
operation Muy 29,

“Twice we've goften reports
of an enemy umt |soiatcd in a
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particular spot,” Maj. Beche
continued. ““As socn as we were
aware of the situation, we
packed up our portable loud-
speakers and moved out to the
field location and began broad-
casting. If the situation permits,
we get out, try some psychologi-
cal operations: on the units and
attempt to convince them to ral-
ly."”

The -three Hoi Chanhs will go
to a local Chieu Hoi center for
political indoetrination and re-
hablhtatmn

Massive Repairs
On Newport Span

SAIGON' (USN) — The U.S. Naval Facilities Com-
mand, Vietnam and its prime contractor RMK-BRJ are
wastmfr no tlme these days repairing a vital link to

Saloon

Emergency crews have been working around the clock

since May 16 in ‘an effort to
put the VC-sabotaged Newport
bridge back info full service.

. Viet Cong sappers blew a
160-foot by 24-foot section of the
four-lane concrete structure in-
to the river in a pre-dawn at-
tack May 12, putting a severe
crimp in the flow of traffic to
the north and east of Saigon.

Within four hours, after the
blast, Naval engineers from the
staff of the Officer in Charge of
Construction (OICC) were on
the scene, surveying the dam-
age and devising repair plans.

Four days later, when the
debris had been cleared from
the site and lights had been
installed to permit night work,
Captain Paul Jasper, director
of construetion, Saigon/Delta
Region, ordered two 30-man
RMK-BRJ erews put on 12-hour
shifts.

The men are driving two
rows of three 24-inch steel piles
100 feet down into the river
bottom to support two trans-
versal and eight wide-flange
longitudinal steel beams.

Timber decking, six inches
thick, will complete the tempo-
rary repairs. It is expected
that a permanent road-bed of
two  inches of asphaltic con-
crete will be put down at a
later date.

The bridge — part of the

RF/PF Menifors Attend

USARV Advisor School

DI AN (USA) Brigadier
General Frank H. Linnel, com-
manding general of the 198th
Light Infantry Brigade has wel-
comed a group of officers and
NCOs to the opening of  ‘the
USARV Advisor School at the
First Infantry Division's base
camp here.

These men will soon begin a
16-day training course designed
to help and guide them in their
dealings with the South Viet-
namese armed forces.

The "t,nEldl nuted thdt GI] per

Comma nder...

(Continued From Page 1)

and well.”

He said he felt the individuals
in a senior military headquar-
ters were often the unsung
heroes of military operations.

‘“Unless one has worked at a
major headquarters in a com-
bat area,” the general said, “he
has no idea of the scope and
magnitude of the jobs involved.
He has no idea of the tremend-
ously long hours, the great im-
portance of every duty, and the
dangers that can accrue if the
headquarters does not do its job
well.”

Gen. Westmoreland termed
MACV “a most unusual head-
quarters’” as he noted the loss
of “several officers and men in
combat in the Saigon area.”

“Clerks -and draftsmen have
earned awards for bravery un-
der fire. In fact, the United
States support of Vietnam could
not have succeeded without the
highly effective performance I
have found commonplace
among men and women assign-
ed to my headquarters over
the past four years.”

cent of the Vietnamese Regional
Forces have been engaged in
constant combat for the last six
years.,

He explained to the class that
South Vietnamese soldiers en-

~dure many hardships and dis-

advantages that the U.S. soldier
does nct have to face. “He
doesn’t get paid as much, and
he very often will work on his
farm all day, then take his rifle
and soldier at night.”

In his closing remarks the
general praised the military
leaders of South Vietnam saying
they would rather die than give
m to Lhe Communists.

Stmtm;c Salgun Bien Hoa hl'Jh-
way — links the bustling Ncw-
port cargo terminal with huge
military depots at Long Binh,
17 miles northeast of the city.
The Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command, previously
rebuilt two vital, VC-damaged,
bridges near Da Nang, and is
presently at work repairing the
railroad bridge spanning the
Perfume river in Hue, which
was partially destroyed by the
Communists during the Tet of-
fensive. ;

® (]
Aid Viet
: .’ ]
Families
II FF (USA)—The government
of Vietnam’s recovery program

provided building supplies and
money to approximately 240

families recently in the cities of -

Trang Bang and Cu Chi in Hau
Nghia province.

The recovery program was
started by the Government of
Vietnam to aid those people who
suffered losses to their homes
and possessions during enemy
attacks.

More than 150 families each
received 10 sheets of tin and 10
bags of cement in Trang Bang.
In Cu Chi approximately 90
families received tin and cement
and 5,000 piasters. The village
chiefs supplied the government a
list of each eligible family to
receive the supplies and money.

“More than 90 per cent of the
people in Hau Nghia province
have received help from the re-
covery program, and more than
16.5 million piasters have been
distributed in Hau Nghia pro-
vince so far”’, commented Cap-
tain John C. Heldstab, the as-
sistant for civil development in
that province.

Capt. Heldstab said the 25th
Infantry Division has supplied
prefab lumber Kkits for aid in
the construction of the new
homes. The Government of Viet-
nam has given more than one
million piasters for the purchase
of mosquito nets and sleeping
mats for the refugees.

AT

GUNG-HO — Even a helmetless Marine keeps charging wllh

comrades,

(USMC PHOTO!
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. Cholon Fighting
~ Wins Defectors

LONG BINH (IIFF)—Thirty-
four enemy soldiers surrendered
recently to a South Vietnamese
Ranger Battalion during heavy
fighting in the Cholon distriet of
Saigon.

A 16-year-old soldier captured
early in the day worked with the
ARVN (Army of the Republic of
Vietnam) psychological teams
to influence several of the sur-
renders, according to Captain
Robert A. Reitz, advisor to the
35th Ranger Battalion. A total of
six broadcasts were made.

In the Saigon-Cholon area, a
surgeon working with the Dong
Nai Viet Cong. Regiment de-
fected to a Vietnamese Marine
unit in the northern section of
Saigon.

The battalion killed 88 enemy
in two days of fighting, while
suffering 33 killed in the house-
to-house fighting.

The detainees,. members of
the 6th Local Force Battalion,
were told before the action that
they would be tortured and shot
by ARVN forces if they surrend-
ered. A Viet Cong officer, who
surrendered after the house he
was firing from was surrounded,
said that he had believed his
headquarters and was ‘‘very

frightened” when he surrend-:

ered,

The officer, a  VC for six
years, said that morale was low
in his unit because of ‘‘great
ARVN firepower.” He did not
state any other reasons for the
low morale, but reports from
other prisoners have indicated
a lack of food and ammunition.

Other members of his unit
also were frightened, the officer
continued. He said he did not
know whether or not they would
surrender.

Since his unit had moved into
Cholon from Hau Nghia pro-
vince, northeast of Saigon,
“many’’ of them had been killed,
he said, in the close fighting.

Captain Reitz described a
method the enemy uses to
escape the house-to-house search
in the 12-square-block area
ringed by the Rangers.

The buildings are often less
than a foot apart and the quar-
ried enemy knocks holes in the
brick walls with iron rods. The
holes, large enough to squeeze
through, enable them to move
up and down a block without
exposing themselves.

He also noted that they have
used the holes to slip behind
the search lines and throw
grenades or satchel charges in
areas considered safe.

Ex-Viet CongAids Gls

CU CHI (USA) —A Kit Car-
son Scout, Tran Van Due, is
proving to be a key man in a
25th Infantry Division unit's ef-
forts to stop enemy infiltration
into the Saigon area.

A recent airmobile assault
and reconnaissance in force

~ four miles southwest of Tan Son
~ Nhut air base is one of many

examples of Duc’s value to hi
unit, ‘

“We hadn’t walked 100 me-
t_er_s when Duc pointed out that

|WHOOOPS!!

HUE (USA)—Two paratroops
from the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion’s 2nd Brigade uncovered a
Viet Cong version of the Jack-
in-the-Box while searching a vil-
lage near here recently,

Specialist 4 Darryl Wetzler
and Private First Class Martin
Wheeler of Company B, 1st Bat-
talion (Airborne), 501st Infantry
Were probing a depression in a
Tice paddy when suddenly a con-
cealed lid popped open and two
hands appeared.

T jumped back, grabbed my
rifle and yelled, ‘Chieu hoi’,”

Wheeler said, The Viet
Cong, by this time resigned to
his fate, slowly climbed out of

IS underground refuge and
surrendered,

there were Viet Cong in the
canal,” said Private First Class
Jim Heay. The company de-
ployed on line, advanced into
the canal and Duc was the first
to fire 'a burst from his M-16 as
he noticed a North Vietnamese
Army (NVA) soldier poke his
head out of the water. About a
minute later the enemy floated
to the top of the canal with
three rounds in his head.

‘Duc then noticed a muddy
(Continued On Back Page)

FILL IT PLEASE — An Air Force F-105D Thunderchief fighter-bomber nuzzels up to take on

i

fuel from the belly of a Lockheed KC-135 Stratotanker prior to striking fargets in the south-
ern panhandle of North Vietnam.

(USAF PHOTO)

Flyer Held For Ransom

Kidnappers Cool It, Return Pilot

CHU LAI (USMC) — Marine
Aireraft Group-12 (MAG-12)
paid an unusual ransom for the
return of a Marine Attack
Squadron-121 pilot forced to
eject from his damaged aircraft
over enemy territory near Dong
Ha.

First Lieutenant Mike Aiton
was scrambled from the Chu
Lai “hot pad” in support of al-
lied ground forces engaged with
a force of North Vietnamese
Army (NVA) soldiers north of
Con Thien. Enemy gunners

opened up with .50 caliber
machine gun fire as the Sky-
hawk bombed the target.

“I had just released my last
bomb when my radio went out.
Then I realized I was receiving
hits,” commented the lieutenant.

Lieutenant Aiton headed his
damaged aircraft toward Dong
Ha and ejected when the plane
rolled into an uncontrolled 45-
degree dive, While quietly float-
ing down between Dong Ha and
Quang Tri, he could see and
hear friendly artillery firing in

the distance.

He landed less than 200 yards
from an enemy machine gun
position, but was not aware of
this until the reseue helicopter
from Marine Aircraft Group-39
arrived and was taken under
fire. The Marine door-gunner
aboard the rescue helicopter
suppressed the fire from the
enemy machine gun, enabling
the successful = pickup of the
downed pilot. 4

After the helicopter carrying
Lieutenant Aiton had returned

to Quang Tri, a mysterious
telephone call was placed to
Colonel Charles B. Armstrong,
commanding officer, MAG-12,
Chu Lai, the home base of the
downed jet pilot, demanding the
ransom, :

MAG-12, most grateful for the
rescue, complied with the re-
quest and placed the ransom
aboard a waiting C-117D Sky-
train.

Arriving at Quang Tri the ex-
change was made — one Marine
Skyhawk pilot for 10 gallons of
hard-to-get ice cream.’
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Try Diplomacy?

If you visualize long limousines and top hats when
you hear the word ‘“ambassador,” you’re certainly not
thinking of Vietnam. In this country the United States’
ambassadors wear jungle fatigues and combat boots—all
530,000 of them! That’s right, whether you’re an infantry-
man or clerk, a pilot or cook, you're a member of the
diplomatic corps of the United States.

The only way most of the people of South Vietnam
can determine whether or not we’re the “good guys” is
to evaluate the American serviceman. What we do reflects
upon the United States as a whole, and upon our motives
in this country in particular.

How have we as ambassaders fared so far? By and
large, quite well, although there are some thoughtless

individuals among us, who by their callous and immature

-actions are jeopardizing the good-will generated by most
of us. These careless few act as though they were trying
to alienate the Vietnamese people rather than win their
friendship. They demonstrate patience by raucous horn-
blowing in traffic jams, modesty by boisterous talk and
actions in public, thrift by spending more on a day off
than the average Vietnamese earns in a week, culture and
refinement by laughing at the “funny” attire of the
Buddhist monks and extending obscene comments and
gestures to Vietnamese women. If you've been keeping
score with us on this last sentence, you’ll have to agree
that the United States exemplified by these few unthink-
ing servicemen is not the same place we left a few months
ago.

One way to help win this war is to convince the
Vietnamese people that they have more to gain by pledg-
ing their allegiance to their government rather than the
Viet Cong. We can help their government gain this al-
legiance by showing the people of Vietnam that their lead-
ers did not choose a nation of inconsiderate and coarse
people for an ally. Right, Mr. Ambassador? (MACV)

Specialist Status Upped,
490,000 Reap Benetfits

WASHINGTON — The Army
announced recently a change
in the rank and precedence of
its enlisted men and women
that has an important bearing
on the position of 490,000 special-
ists.

Specialists will now rank im-
mediately below noncommis-
sioned officers of identical pay

2

lower pay grade and specialists
will be granted the same privi-
leges as NCOs of the same
grade in their organization and
installation.

The changes result from a
special study started in 1965 to
look into ways of improving per-
sonnel management in the serv-
ice. Upgrading the position of

grade and above NCOs of the
next lower pay grade, the Army
said. Before the change, special-
ists 4 through 7 ranked below
a corporal (E4).

The Army also said specialists
will not be used on extra duty
positions subordinate to men of

specialist was one of the re-
commendations.

Complaints from specialists on
their rank and position in rela-
tion to NCOs were aired at re-
cent hearings of the House
Armed Services Subcommittee.
(AFPS)

Questions Asked Of VA:

Answers Favor Ex-Gls

WASHINGTON—The Veterans
Administration recently an-
swered a question for thousands
of servicemen looking forward
to additional schooling while
working for the government after
their tour of duty in the Armed
Forces.

The situation was presented in
question and answer form. Here
it is;

Q—My son will be getting out
of the service soon. He enlisted
right out of high school. I have
heard that there is a new pro-
gram in which a veteran can
work for the government and
still go to school. Can you tell
me anything about it?

A—A recent Presidential Ex-
ecutive  Order permits . federal

agencies to give Vietnam-era
- veterans transitional appoint-
ments to positions at grade GS-

5 or below. To be eligible for
these transitional appointments
in the first five levels of federal
employment, a Vietnam-era vet-
eran must:

*Have served on active duty
in the armed forces for at least
180 days (unless disabled in ser-
vice), some part of which was
after Aug. 4, 1964.

*Have completed less than one
year of eduycation beyond high
school or its equivalent.

*Agree to take an approved
program of education or train-
ing for at least one full school

year while he is working. 1

Full details on this program
may be obtained from the U.S,
Veterans Assistance Center, Vet-
erans Administration, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20420, or write to Civil
Service  Commission, Washing:
ton, D.C. 20415, (AFPS)

Just In Case
You Have
Not Heard
DOD Panel
Aims At Grads

A Department of Defense panel
is looking into methods to insure
the best  placement for the
estimated 140,000 to 180,000 col-
lege graduates who may be in-
ducted into the armed services
during fiscal year 1969.

Formation of the special inter-
service study group was ordered
by Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Manpower and Reserve
Affairs Alfred B. Fitt when ques-
tions began to arise on how
maximum benefit can be ob-
tained from this projected
abundance of professional and
technical talent. :

Currently, the services are ex-
amining their utilization policies
for college graduates. The re-
sults will be transmitted to the
service secretaries for approval
and then analyzed by the inter-
service study group. The final
report on the project is due thi
month, :

One long-range objective of
the study is to place as many
graduates as possible in assign-
ments closely related to their
professional background. Such
an arrangement, DOD officials
believe, would provide for pos-
sible military career opportunity
benefits for both the inductee
and services. Defense officials
pointed out, however, that fre-
quently it will be necessary to
use the graduates’ potential in
special training projects to meet
current military requirements.

MOS Freeze
Discontinued

The current policy of restrict-
ing promotions in over-strength
military occupational specialties
(MOS) has been discontinued for
eight months.

According to the Office of Per-
sonnel Operations (OPO), De-
partment of the Army, this be-
came effective June 1, so that
data may be assembled to
evaluate the need for a promo-
tion freeze in overstrength MOS.

During this period the status
of all MOS will be monitored.
If it is determined that the pro-
motion freeze is needed it will
be reinstated as a control
measure.

Other promotion criteria will
remain the same during the test
period. (AFN)

Slash Mari{s,
Telltale Sign

SAIGON — In the villages,
take note of the ankles and feet
of the young men.

they are covered with
scratches, watch out. It seems
that many times Viet Cong,
while moving in the jungle at
night, often cut their feet pretty

badly in the underbrush.
(MACV)
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“Little less pressure there, Patterson!”

Check Local Source First

Many of us in the service have
known people who had the mis-
taken idea that the way to get
rid of an irritant, get a desired
assignment, or avoid going over-
seas was to write a Congress-
man.

True, all members of the
Armed Forces have the right to
correspond with representatives
and senators about any subject
without fear of reprisal from
the military.

It is also true, however, the
majority of the Congressional
inquiries could have been
handled more expeditiously and
with less expense right on the

installation where the service-
man was stationed.
Congressmen do not exercise
authority in service matters,
They do ask questions concern-
ing complaints they receive
from U.S. Armed Forces’ men
and women—and they do get
answers—the same answers we
could obtain by contacting the
local inspector general., If you
have a complaint, contact your
unit commander. In most cases
he can give you the answer or
tell you someone who can. While
it is your right to contact your
Congressman, why waste time
and effort? Go to a local source
first. (PACAF NS)

Public Relations Society
Announces Info Winners

NEW YORK — Three U.S.
Army organizations have won
awards from the Public Re-
lations Gociety of America for
outstanding public information
programs during 1967.

At its 24th annual awards
banquet here, the society pre-
sented the silver Anvil award,
its highest recognition of merit,
to 25 groups representing the
public relations field around the
world.

The Army winners were the
U.S. Army Strategic Communi-
cations Command (STRATCOM),
Fort Huachuca, Ariz.; the 78th
Division (Training) of the U.S.
Army Reserve, and the John F.
Kennedy Center for Special
Warfare (Airborne), Fort Bragg

N.C.

STRATCOM reccived the
award for its employee relztions
program during the command’s

move from Washington, D.C., to
Arizona. This program included
a comprehensive mass com-
munications effort that played a
key role in the successful tran-
sition to Fort Huachuca.

The 78th Division, which has
headquarters at Kilmer USAR
Center, Edison, N.J., won for
its promotional publicity cam-
paign to make the public aware
of the importance of the Army
Reserve and to instill “esprit de
corps” among the division mem-
bers. )

The Kennedy Center was re-
cognized for its outstanding com-
munity relations project, which
was designed to develop a more
favorable public attitude toward
the Special Forces. The cam-
paign stressed the role of these

soldiers as teachers, advisors, -

ambassadors and builders.
(ANF)
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RUNNING TO THE LZ — Men of the 9th Infantry Division's 2nd Battalion,

39th Infantry dash toward landing zone while chopper swoops in for the pick-up.

(USA PHOTO By: Sp4 Lawrence Lee)

Vietnamese Pilots Know Tricks Of Trade

BIEN HOA (USAF) — His job
is to fly in combat with the
Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF),
and U.S. Air Force Major

“ Donald F. Crane is proud of it.

A member of Air Force Ad-
visory Team 2, the major is
senior advisor to the commander
of VNAF’s 518th Fighter Squad-
ron, Bien Hoa air base.
Squadron pilots fly the A-1
Skyraider, a 22-year-old fighter-
bomber aircraft that is one of
the top work-horses in the Viet-
nam conflict. 5
“The Vietnamese are top-
notch pilots in the A-1 Sky-
raider,” Major Crane said.
“They all receive pilot training
in the United States and then
are thoroughly checked out in
the aircraft over Vietnam. 3
“There’s not much about fly-
ing the A-1 that these pilots

Old Mine
Explodes
...Almost

DAK TO (USA) — A lucky
4th Infantry Division soldier now
knows time has a way of mel-
lowing things as he almost be-
came the victim of another war
and time.

Specialist 4 James Harrison,
an infantryman in Company D,
1st Battalion, 22nd Infantry, was
participating in a short sweep
of the foothills surrounding the
1st Brigade command camp at
Dak To when he came upon a
large ditch, which he was forced
to cross.

Leaping, Specialist Harrison
made an easy landing on the op-
posite side—almost.

“When my foot touched the
other bank of the ditch,” said
the specialist, “I heard a quiet
little ‘pop’.”

Specialist Harrison  quickly
cleared‘ ouft as smoke billowed
from his footrprint. The men of
the squad soon gathered around
and started digging the object
from the side of the ditch.

What the squad dug up was
an old French anti-tank mine
Which, fortunately, was too old
and too rusty to detonate.

member of the squad re-
Marked: “I think I know what
they mean when they say ‘Look
efore you leap’.”

don’t already know,” he said.
“My function as an advisor is
to offer suggestions on ways of
improving operational and ad-
ministrative procedures within
the squadron, but the Viet-
namese have the final say.”
Major Crane said that the
Skyraider is. an excellent air-
craft for this type of war. “It
has good endurance, load-carry-

ing capability and aceuracy. It
can also sustain a considerable
amount of battle damage from
enemy groundfire and remain
flying.” -

On a typical combat mission
the major will take-off from
Bien Hoa air base with one or
two other A-1s flown by VNAF
pilots. “The Vietnamese pilots
run the show,” he said. “I'm

just along as a wingman,

“If we have a Vietnamese
FAC (forward air controller)
directing the air strike,” he
continued, ‘“‘the lead pilot will
receive instructions on our
target from the FAC and then
translate them into English for
me. All the VNAF pilots speak
good English, :

“There’s quite a bit of per-

sonal satisfaction in working
with the Vietnamese,” he added.
“They are extremely friendly
and polite. It'’s not uncommon
for them to invite you to their
home and go out of their way to
treat you to a fine meal,”

Major Crane has flown more
than 100 combat missions in the
A-1 Skyraider and has been in
Vietnam nine months.

Tribes Flee Enemy

AN KHE (USAF) — Con-
centrations of leaflets and boom-
ing aerial broadcasts recently
induced more than 800 Mon-

tagnard tribesmen to flee enemy-

occupied  territory and resettle
at the U.S. Army base camp at
An Khe,

Men of “‘C” Flight of the 9th
Air Commando Squadron (9th
ACS) at Nha Trang air base
began bombarding a large area
outside An Khe with leaflets and
loudspeaker messages. Since
then, hundreds of Montagnards
of the Bahna tribe have slipped.
away from the North Vietnamese
soldiers (NVA) who control
their area and poured into, re-
settlement areas at An Khe.

The NVA moved into the
Montagnard heartland a few
weeks ago and assassinated the
Bahna chief and his son. The

Communists forced the Mon-
.tagnards to act as trail guides,
laborers, conscripts, and slave-
labor food growers.

. Flying over the contested area

in the 0-2B Super Skymaster,
crewmen of the 9th ACS carried
tribal leaders who broadcast to
their people, urging them to
break loose from the Communist
grip and resettle their families
in safety.

At An Khe the Montagnards
have a market for their goods,
medical care, education, assist-
ance in agriculture and security
from Communist harassment.

The 41st Civil Affairs Com-
pany, Team 6, of the 173rd In-
fantry Brigade based at An
Khe, provides the 9th ACS psy-
war flyers with leaflets to drop
over the tribal areas controlled
by the Communists, :

A Little Better Life;
‘Thank You, Marine'

SAIGON (USN) — Ten Viet-
namese refugee families are
living a little better today,
thanks to a Marine,

The 18 adults and 39 children
were made homeless by recent
Viet Cong attacks on Saigon and
outlying areas.

U.S. Marine Corps Sergeant
Robert J. Franzson noticed the
families living behind a church.
With the aid of a Vietnamese
friend, he returned to the church
to find out what he could do to
help.

After gathering a list of need-
ed supplies, he started contact-
ing his friends and was able to
return with clothes and food for
the people.

From his office at the head-

quarters of Commander U.S.
Naval Forces, Vietnam in
Saigon, the sergeant started
paper work for money to buy
more goods.

The Naval Forces’ Community
Relations Fund provided funds
for 40 cots which Sergeant
Franzson purchased and pre-
sented to the refugees.

He was able to help his new
found friends only for about 45
days before he was transferred
to the Fourth Marine Corps
District Headquarters at Phila-
delphia, Pa.

“I wasn’t able to do enough,”
he said. “But when I get home,
I'll continue to collect clothing
to send to these people through
the Force Chaplain’s Office at
the Naval headquarters.”

BLOCKS ENEMY ESCAPE — A U.S. Navy river patrol boat idles
in a blocking position, in an inland bay at Qui Nhon, as U.S.
Air Force F-100 aircraft blast enemy positions while Republic
of Korea Army troopers force the enemy to the shoreline.

(USN PHOTO By: JO1 Tom Walton)
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Sentry Dogs; First Line Of Defense

DA NANG (USAF) — An elite
group of Security Policemen and
their companions, a group of
highly trained sentry dogs, are
providing Da Nang's first line
of defense.

Fifty-seven dog handlers and
50 dogs are assigned to the
Sentry Dog Section of Da Nang’s
366th Security Police Squadron.
Each night 40 teams, each con-
sisting of one man and one dog,
form a complete circle around

the base. Each team is responsi-
ble for 250 yards of perimeter.

Since the sentry dogs have
been patrolling Da Nang’s peri-
meter, security has never been
breached—not even during the
Tet offensive.

One sentry dog handler, Ser-
geant John H. Worsham re-
marked, “I'm very satisfied

with my job. I really feel that I
am accomplishing
when I am on post.”

something

The importance of the sentry
dogs is reflected in the special-
ized attention and care given
each dog.

Each dog has its own kennel
or run, which is completely
cleaned, scrubbed and disin-
fected three times a day. The
dogs are fed three to four pounds
of specially mixed dog food
daily. Feeding containers are
left in the runs thirty minutes
and then removed and steril-

e % 5 i i

Sentry dogs are given one hour of obedience fraining each night before going out on patrol.

One- Wheeler Defies Traffic

SAIGON (USN) — Navy Illu-
strator-Draftsman First Class
Jim Chouinard has perhaps one
of the most unusual means of
transportation in Saigon. He
rides a unicycle.

Petty Officer Chouinard wends
his way through the city’s
monumental traffic jams — and
turns a lot of heads in the pro-
cess. Everywhere disbelieving
Vietnamese spin around and
stare. Some mutter ‘“‘Dien cai
dau (dinky dau);” a Vietnamese
equivalent of ‘‘crazy in the
head.”

Draftsman Chouinard ex-

plained how he got into uni-

% R o,
Locals mumble *“Dinky Dau"

when this

cycling this way:

“T've always wanted to learn
how to ride one of the things,
so a year ago I drew up a set
of plans. I took them down to a
little bicycle shop. The guy
down there didn’t believe it at
first, but he finally built it for
2,000 piasters.”

Then he had to learn how to
ride it.

“I took it out on the street
and just practiced. I didn’t get
hurt at all, but every day when
I practiced there was an accident
on that street.”

How does it rate as trans-
portation?

R 2
%Q S

i
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avyman passes by.

“It’s slow, but cheap.”

Unusual transportation is a
hobby with Petty Officer Choui-
nard. He also holds a private
pilot’s license which he plans to
convert to. a commercial permit
with GI Bill funds when he gets
out of the Navy.

As an illustrator-draftsman at
Navy headquarters in Saigon,
Petty Officer Chouinard has
been in Vietnam since April,
1966. He now has orders to the
Joint Chiefs of Staff in Wash-
ington,

YoungGirls
Try Nursing

QUI NHON (USA) — Five
young Vieinamese girls are pre-
paring for a most difficult en-
counter. They are attending Qui
Nhon'’s Holy Family Hospital
School of Nursing and, after
cne year's study, they will be-
gin fighting Vietnam’s deadliest
enemy — disease. )

The girls competed for and
won five nursing scholarships
donated by the men of Qui
Nhon Support Command’s 184th
Ordnance Battalion (Ammo).
Each of the five companies in
the battalion has ‘adopted’ one
of the nurses, according to Lieu-
tenant Stuart E. Rupp, civil af-
fairs officer for the 184th.

The nursing school is the only
institution of its kind in the
heavily populated Binh Dinh
province. Sister Therese Dion,
a Medical Mission sister who's
been working in Qui Nhon for
eight years, is the school's
founder and present directress.

The girls are taught modern
medical methods by an interna-
tional faculty of doctors and
nurses.

ized, ;

The dogs are under constant
inspection by the kennel master
and the base veterinarian. “Our
biggest problem is skin disease,”
said Staff Sergeant Carl H.
Wolfe, kennel master,

Complete medical records are
maintained on each dog. Every
phase of training, all medical

treatments, and anything affect-
ing the dog's health or well be-
ing is recorded in his records.
“I even have four dogs here with
gold teeth,” remarked Sergeant
Wolfe.

In addition to the special care,
each dog is given one day off
a week, while the handlers often
have to settle for a 7-day week.

OIT For

BINH THUY (USAF) — On-
the-Job Training (OJT) between
the ground radio maintenance
units of the U.S. Air Force's
1880th Communication Squadron
and the Vietnamese Air Force's
284th Communication Squadron,
at Binh Thuy air base, has re-
sulted in a high degree of pro-
fessionalism. -

Staff Sergeant Ernest P.
Pedersen, OJT instructor said,
“The Vietnamese are eager to

_learn all they can about elec-

tronies.”

He went on to say, “I find
that explaining more technical
aspects of electronics is easier
than teaching simple ideas,”

Viets

This stems from the technical
training that some of the VNAF
men have had. Most of the
VNAF personnel in the 284th
have attended formal school,
first at Lackland = Air Force
Base, Tex., for English and
then at Keesler AFB, Miss., for
electronies.

Expressing his feelings about
the joint cooperation, VNAF
Senior Master Sergeant Koksori
Bien, VNAF ground radio super-
visor, said, ‘‘The fine coopera-
tion between us comes from the
sincere desire of both sides to
learn from each other, not only
about our jobs, but also our
{:ountries, customs and way of
ife.”

Enemy Rice Found

CAU LAU (USA) — ““We've
taken enough rice to feed my
regiment for the rest of the
operation—and there’ll also be
enough left to feed refugees for
a long, long time,” Lieutenant
Colonel Truong Tan Thuc said.

The colonel was talking about
50 tons of rice recently seized by
troopers of his 51st ARVN In-
fantry Regiment as they swept
through abandoned villages and
enemy strong points on Go Noi
island here.

Go Noi lies between rivers
and swamps six miles west of
Hoi An, the Quang Nam province
capital. Marshes and a series
of delta-like streams border the
southern edge. Broad rivers
define the other sides.

“The Viet Cong began moving
in here in 1564, said Captain
Sandy Livengood, an advisor

with the 51st. “They dug in and

improved their positions—built
a combat base for the NVA.”
Deep, comfortable living bunk-
ers—most under six feet or more
of earth—are protected by
thorn bush and barbed wire
fences. Fighting holes, ringed

by sharpened bamboo stakes
lay hidden under small trees
and bushes. The whole complex
—three square miles of it—is
tied together with miles of com-
munications frenches.

The enemy was well emplaced
on eastern Go Noi.

‘“We’ll have to pull the engi-
neers in here to blow the con-
crete bunkers we've uncovered
along the southeastern shore-
line,”” said Sergeant First Class
Thomas M. Parks, an infantry
weapons advisor with the 2nd
Battalion.

“One of our companies peeled
back a concrete cover under
one hut and found a 4-meter-
square concrete linec hole full
of unhusked rice. We haven’t
got enough bags to haul it all
away,” Sergeant Parks con-
tinued.

Commenting on Colonel Thue's
resolve to help supply Hoi An
refugee camps with the excess
enemy rice, Marine Captain Joe
Reber, an operation liaison of-
ficer said, “That's real justice
—the Charlies are going to have
to feed the same folks they stole
the rice from in the first place.”

The fighting ended with ARVN troops seizing tons of rice.
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- US. Ship Hauls Uniq

As soon as the ship is far enough out to sea, crewmen gather around to flush out the haul.

DA NANG (USN)—Trash ac-

cumulates aboard a ship just
as surely as barnacles grow
on its hull. But ships anchored
in the Da Nang harbor do not

have to face the problem of
being overloaded with garbage.

The solution to the problem is
simple—call for the services of
YG-51.

Holding an exclusive “billet”,
YG-51 is the only U.S. Navy
garbage lighter on duty in Viet-
nam. It is assigned to the Ser-
vice Craft Division of the U.S.
Naval Support Activity, Da
Nang.

Just as laws restrain persons
from littering streets and high-
ways, they also prohibit ships
from dumping trash while inside
a harbor,

Evidence of what can happen
when garbage is not picked up
and disposed of efficiently was
obvious recently in some major
U.S. cities.

Health and fire hazards that
are always present when refuse
piles up on city streets would
be greatly magnified if similar
conditions were permitted to
exist aboard a ship. Such con-
ditions cannot be tolerated.

Crewmembers of the YG-51
sometimes jokingly refer to

‘themselves as the SEA Team

(Sanitary Engineers A float),
Joking or not, their job is a
highly important one.
Sometimes misnamed a “‘gar-
bage barge,” the YG-51 is a 118-
foot, self-propelled (300 h.p. en-
gine) craft with a crew of 11.

Craftmaster of YG-51 is Boats-

wain’s Mate Second Class Ralph
C. Burroughs.

“We have eight hoppers
aboard,” he said. “Each has a
five-ton capacity.”

On each side of the hull are
four doors just above the water-
%]inea They are cranked open by

and.

Being a garbage collector may
not sound like a very satisfying
job, but the men on YG-51 “know
it is a job that must be done,”
said Petty Officer Burroughs,
“and they get a lot of satisfac-
tion out of doing it.”

“Three-quarters of the men
that transfer off my boat ask
to be returned,” he said.

Petty Officer Burroughs has
few disciplinary problems be-
cause there are always men
waiting who would like duty on

a0
R

Swim call boost the morale aboard the YG-51,

YG:51. 3

Each morning finds the YG-51
underway between 7:30 and 8
a.m. to begin making the har-
bor rounds.

Ordinarily transient ships will
have dumped all their garbage
at sea prior to entering the har-
bor,

If their stay has been extend-
ed, they need only to make a

YG-51—the only garbage lighter working off Vietnum—steams out of Da Nang harbor toward the South China Sea.

radio call requesting the serv-
ices of the lighter.

Upon approaching a ship, men
of the YG-51 lift the covers off
one of the hoppers in prepars.
tion to receive refuse, Generally
two or three men from the an-
chored ship will hop aboard the
YG to assist in the transfer of
trash from one vessel to the
other, e

Ships of all types are serviced
—the majority being USNS Vic-
tory ships or Navy LSTs and
occasionally a hospital ship.

When each customer has been
serviced, the hopper covers are
replaced, and Petty Officer Bur:
roughs heads his craft out of
the harbor and into the South
China Sea.

About 15 miles out, the hopper
covers are again removed. This
time the dumping doors are also
opened.

Dumping is an all hands evolu-
tion. While a couple of men han-
dle the fire hose for flushing out
the hoppers, other men force
the rubbish over the side with
lengths of wooden two-by-fours.

In short time, the garbage has
been dumped, hoppers cleaned,
fire hose recoiled, covers re-
placed and decks swabbed. It
is now time for some compensa--
tion for the crew.

The craftmaster turns his craft
back toward the mainland and
steams for about half-an-hour
to get.well away from floating
refuse,

Life rings are flung overboard,
and the word is passed for swim
call. One man uses the hour to
curl up with a book, another
catches a catnap, but most take
advantage of the refreshing sea,

"Swim call probably has more
to do with keeping morale high
than any one thing,” said Boats-
wain’s Mate Burroughs.-

Later, the YG-51 nudges up to

berth clean as when the day
began.

Story &. Photos By
PHC Ken Nichols
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Whole blood is administered to an enemy soldierdi® battle for a northern 1 Corps village.

The word here is “‘keep low” as a heavy firefight ensues between NVA and U.S, troops. A wounded paratrooper from the 101st Airborne Division's 1st i'l % tushed to a MEDEVAC helicopter which will take him to a nearby hospital.  Detained platoon sergeant pleads to his surrounded comrades to stop firing.
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Giant Farm Credit
Stgcceeds In Delta

SAIGON (VFS) — An experi-
ment launched in one district
two years ago to give low-cost
credit to 203 Vietnamese pea-
sants — small landowners or
sharecroppers of Thot Not dis-
trict with neither capital nor
collateral — has succeeded so
well that’ the program now
covers all four of An Giang's
districts. What the program
needed were ambitious men will-
ing to gamble on new crops and
methods.

This year more than 4,000
farmers have volunteered to
grow crops previously foreign
to this pacified province of the
Mekong Delta.

: : : ? : * The credit scheme,
with the introduction

coupled
of field

Modern breeding

With tractors loaned through the credit program this field is leveled for irrigation purposes. This allows for double-cropping.
: crops, vegetables and Filipino
“miracle’” rice grown under the
guidance of experts from four
nations, is raising living stand-
ards dramatically in An Giang.

The pioneer credit plan, ad-
ministered by five agencies with
representatives in the provincial
capital at Long Xuyen, about 90
miles southwest of Saigon, is
characterized by two distinctive
features. The loans are not in
cash, but in the form of seed,
fertilizer, insecticide, sprayers,
irrigation pumps and pouliry.
And the farmers’ utilization of
these loans is closely supervised
—from land preparation through
planting and harvesting to
marketing of crops — by two
dozen Vietnamese, Chinese,
Filipino and American agricul-
tural advisers.

This supervision, along with
guarantees of an assured market
for experimental crops, cuts
credit risks so much that partici-
pating farmers need pay only
one percent interest per month.
With such expert guidance avail-
able to them, the farmers are
reaping harvests so rich that
repayment of loans is averaging
well over 90 per cent.

: ¥ - R
Delta farmers are drawing lines’' té assure the new Filipino rice seedlings ample

e

spacing.

Program
Province

The -crop-diversification pro-
gram has allowed An Giang
farmers to ‘‘double-crop” for
the first time in the history of
Mekong Delta farming. That is,
by irrigating the land in the
dry season they can grow rice
or vegetables on land which had
previously lain fallow.

It takes extra labor at the
outset to irrigate the land but
the dividends have been worth
the effort to those farmers who
have espoused the program.

An Giang farmers now grow
such crops as soybeans, onions,
garlic, watermelons, corn
(maize), cabbage, cauliflower
and “‘yard-long” Chinese beans.

Crop rotation is helping to
decrease the overdependence by
the farmers of this province on
a single crop — floating rice —
that is subject to the dangers of
river flooding and rat infesta-
tion,

The new Filipino “miracle’”
rice requires irrigation for its
growth, but the yield is five to
10 times greater than the old
floating rice which is planted
when the fields are flooded. In-
stead of the 1,500 kilos per
hectare averaged with floating
rice, those experimenting with
the new rice averaged 4,000 to
5,000 kilos.

Some farmers have given up
farming altogether in favor of
raising and breeding livestock.

Two brothers who have done
this, funded by the low interest
credit plan, now sell 500 eggs
daily in the Saigon market. In
addition they have sold more
than 1,000 cross-bred pigs since
obtaining 30 local pigs and 100
Yorkshire pigs in 1967.

This year the farmers of An
Giang province will be taking
the first step in the transition
from subsistence farmers to
commercial farmers. Says a
CORDS agricultural scientist in
Long Xuyen:

“Until the nation’s farms are
producing a surplus that can be
marketed commercially in the
cities and abroad, economic pro-
gress in South Vietnam will lag
behind its potential. Commercial
farming would enable Vietnam
to produce its proper share of
the world’s food supply, create
the wealth and foreign exchange
needed by a growing national
economy and, by increasing pro-
ductivity of the individual farm-
er, would free underemployed
farmhands to take jobs in an
expanding industrial economy.”

The farmers of An Giang tak-
ing part in the supervised credit
program will be the pioneers to
prove the truth of the maxim
that a strong economy, includ-
ing a strong industry, must have
a strong agricultural base.

Story & Photos By
Vietnam Feature Service

Farmers prepare their ground for Guatemala corn.
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return the fire.

: : i : o S S . R
RETURN FIRE — Remnants of a battered Viet Cong Battalion put up resista

nce as soldiers f

rom the 9th Infaniry Division
{USA PHOTO)

Man With Black Bag Troubleshoots

SAIGON (USCG)—With black
bag in hand, Coast Guard Elec-
trician’s Mate First Class Can-
dido Rosado brings first aid to
some of his 78 ‘‘patients” in
Vietnam.

Petty Officer Rosado is an
aids to navigation advisor with

the U.S. Coast Guard. The 78
“patients’ is a reference to

that number of navigational sea
aids to mariners using the
ceastal waters and major rivers

U.S. Troopers,

Aussies Block
Enemy Retreat

LAI KHE (USA)—Australian
and 1st Infantry Division units
worked together ‘“mopping up”
remnants of the enemy’s Spring
offensive force in this area.

After the effort against Sai-
gon failed, enemy forces pulled
back to the Lai Khe area in a

desperate attempt to flee the
capital. ' -
Their -frantic retreat was

blocked by Allied forces along
the escape route. In addition
to 1st Infantry /Division troops
already emplaced, the 1st Aus-
tralian Task Force sent two bat-
talions to complete the blocking
action,

The units were the 1st and
3rd Battalions of the 1st Royal
Australian Regiment, both vet-
erans. of combined operations
with U.S. forces in Vietnam.
The 1st Battalion arrived in
Vietnam last April to begin its
second tour in the Republic,
having served previously on a
number of operations with the
173rd = Airborne Brigade. The
srd Battalion has been in coun-
try since last December, operat-

Ing in III Corps with U.S.
forces,

of Vietnam,

The electrician’s mate and
Lieutenant Commander David
H. Freeborn make up a two
man team which not only co-
ordinates the operations of
Coast Guard cutters here, but
.also is responsible for naviga-
tional aids. The two men are
attached to the staff of Coast
Guard Activities, Vietnam, lo-
cated in the Saigon headquar-
ters compound of the Naval
Forces, Vietnam commander.

But long stays at headquar-
ters are not too frequent for
Petty Officer Rosado. He is a
repairman for navigational aids
and maintenance work keeps
him on the move.

Often referred to as the
‘“Phantom Ghost of the Viet-
nam Coast” by his colleagues,

he sometimes logs néarly 5,000
miles a month visiting “sick
patients.”

His beat stretches from the

mouth of the Cua Viet river
just below the Demilitarized
Zone to the Bassac river in the
Delta, and all major ports in
between.

Coast Guard officials say the
importance of keeping naviga-
tional aids functioning cannot
be stressed too much, since
hundreds of Allied ships, mili-
tary craft and Vietnamese
junks depend on them. When
one breaks down, it’'s Petty Of-
ficer Rosado's responsibility to
get it repaired.

The Coast Guard electrician
says buoys are his biggest
headache. He cited battery fail-
ure, inoperative sensors which

Children's Plight Guided
By 4th Infantry Division

DAK TO (USA) — For the
child orphaned by war, there
are no politics' or peace trea-
ties, no truces or pauses. There
is only an empty loneliness
and more often than not . . .
poverty and hunger.

This might have been the
plight of 45 orphan girls here
had it not been for the coem-
passionate efforts of four Catho-
lic nuns and the civic action
team from the 4th Infantry Di-
vision’s 1st Battalion, 22nd In-
fantry.

The children are housed in
the St. Paul de Chartres Or-
phanage and are fed, taught
and cared for by the four nuns
and their lay-helpers. The nuns
provide as much as they can
for the youngsters, but the lack
of medical supplies, school texts
and other essentials proved to
be a handicap too difficult to
overcome without outside help.

‘When he learned of the prob-

lems at the orphanage, Major
William Risse, the 1st Bat-
talion’s executive officer, con-
tacted the nuns to see what
could be done to help.

He then coordinated a plan of
action with the battalion’s Civil
Affairs Section.

A civil affairs team was dis-
patched to the orphanage with
medical supplies and foodstuffs.

“The Americans have been
our greatest providers,” re-
marked Sister Suzanne Agnes,
one of the nuns, who serve as
teachers, doctors and foster
mothers for the girls. “Without
this (American) help, I'm
afraid things would be much
more difficult for the children.”

The St. Paul de Chartres Or-
phanage is now a daily stop on
the rounds made by the civie
action team in the Dak To area.

Rock Not

. CU CHI (USA) — The fight-
Ing was heavy and bullets
1S)eemed to be flying everywhere,
ut all Specialist 4 Michael J.
rassil could think about was
the rock in his boot,

Soon enough though, Compa-

The ‘Sole’ Problem . . .

ny C, 2nd Battalion, -27th Infan-
try pulled back to call in artil-
lery support. The brief respite
gave Specialist Brassil a chance
to remove his boot.

Then he realized how hot the
fighting had been: the ‘rock”

was an AK-47 round that had
ripped through the sole of his
boot but was too spent to harm
his foot.

“That’'s about as close as I
ever want them to come,” said
the astonished infantryman,

operate buoy lights and trigger
happy sharpshooters who use
buoy lights for targets, as three
of the primary causes of his
“‘patients’ "’ difficulties.

These and a score of other
problems . must be reckoned
with by the sea service elec-
trician until a buoy tender ar-
rives to start another repair
and replenishment cycle which
usually lasts for about six
months.

Besides the 70 offshore buoys,
Petty Officer Rosado also must
care for four sets of range
lights strategically placed along
the Vietnam coastline. Range
lights are two permanently con-
structed towers . .. one in the
water and one ashore . . . to
guide vessels into rivers,

Big Span
Open To
All Traffic

LONG BINH (II FF)— What
will be one of South Vietnam’s
largest bridges is nearing com-
pletion at Phu Cuong, about 14
miles north of Saigon.

The 1,002-foot span across the
Saigon river will open a new
supply route between Cu Chi,
headquarters of the U.S. 25th
Infantry Division, and the huge
American compound at Long
Binh, plus offering civilian com-
merce another route,

At present, this supply lane is
routed further south through the
city of Saigon,

The bridge was slated to be
ready for traffic last week with
final completion listed for Sep-
tember of this year.

First Lieutenant Bruce C.
Adams, is the officer-in-charge
at the job site. “We have had
some difficulties, but there was
nothing we couldn’t handle—for
instance, the pilings went deep-
er than we expected,” he said.

Indeed they did. Original
estimates figured that the con-
crete and steel pilings would
hold at 100 feet. Some, however,
went twice that far. ‘“One
piling,” said the lieutenant,
“went down 277 feet before it
held.”

There were other difficulties
too. During the Tet offensive, a
reinforced Viet Cong battalion
attacked the ARVN Engineer
School which- is only a few
hundred meters from the bridge
construction site,

Approximately one company
of Viet Cong forced their way
inside the ARVN school. Lieu-
tenant Adams organized the
engineers of the 41st Port Con-
struction Company and led a
counter-attack that forced the
enemy out of the compound.

Two American engineers were

‘killed in the counter-attack, and

the men of the port company
hope the new bridge will bear
their names—the Puckett-John-
son Memorial Bridge.

EE i

RECON PATROL — A 101st Airb

orne Division paratrooper,

Specialist 4 Kenneth Combs, encounters an obstacle that he
can’t remove with his machete or rifle — water — while
conducting a reconnaissance-in-force operation south of

Phouc Vinh,

(USA PHOTO By; Sgt. Michael J,; Sugar)
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ROK Div.
Praises
Infantry

BONG SON (USA) — A me-
chanized infantry company of
the 173rd Airborne Brigade may
now wear the patch of the high-
ly touted ROK (Republic of Ko-
rea) Tiger Division.

Company A, 1st Battalion
(Mechanized), 50th Infantry re-
ceived the honor after joining
with South Koreans in Opera-
tion Vulture, which resulted in
200 enemy dead and only one
friendly Killed. :

The week-long operation took
place near Tuy Phuoc, three
miles north of Qui Nhon along
South Vietnam’s central coast.

Twenty-five ROK companies
kicked off the operation by air
assaulting into the area and
forming a huge cordon covering
35 grid squares. Then, support-
ed by the firepower of Alpha
Company’s armored personnel
carriers, the tanks of another
U.S. unit, artillery, air strikes
and U.S. patrol boats, the Ko-
reans slowly tightened the cor-
don.

In addition to the kills, 79
suspects were detained and 96
individual and 14 crew-served
weapons were seized.

After the operation, the Tiger
Division held a parade . and
awards ceremony in honor of
the officers and men of Alpha
Company. They were presented
plagues, engraved cigarette
‘lighters and official permission
to wear the Tiger patch.

Assistance
For Ho Nai

II FF (USA) — Military units
around Long Binh are cooperat-
ing to help refugees in Ho Nai
village build homes.

It all started when Captain
Jerry K. Wall, platoon com-
mander of the 15th Civil Affairs
Platoon, found out that there
was a shortage of building
materials, and the refugees were
unzble to build houses,

The refugees originally lived
in Long Khanh province, but
they emigrated to Bien Hoa
province and Long Binh village
for more security. There are
now more than 400 refugee
families living in Ho Nai vil-
lage, according to Captain Wall.

“We went into Ho Nai to see
if we could do anything for
them, Through our interpreter
we found out that they needed
lumber, but it is pretty scarce
here,” he said. This started a
chain reaction which ultimately
involved cargo handlers at the
Bien Hoa air base and units of

the 199th Light Infantry Brigade

stationed here.

Bien Hoa personnel supplied
lumber from shipping crates,
and units of the 199th trans-
ported this to the villages at
Ho Nai. :

CARE woodworking kits were
provided by the 2d Civil Affairs
Company so the villagers could
build houses from the lumber.
These kits contain hammers,
chisels and saws.

Captain Wall coordinated with
the Region Three Public Health
officials, and they sent a team
out to Ho Nai village armed
with DDT sprayers in an effort
to control flies and mosquitoes.

“I hope to get a MEDCAP
(Medical Civil Action Program)
out here in the near future to
look after these people,” said
the captain. “There’s a lot more
we can do here.” .

L i i

BEACHED BAT GIRL — Lovely Y

L

vonne Craig is enjoying a little free time on the beach,

i

She is currently starring as Bat Girl

June 26,

e

in a stateside TV series. Miss Craig was on the Johnny Grant radio program recently and offered free photographs of
herself. She offered and we took her up on it. Her vital statistics speak for themselves, 35'%:-21-34%:. Anyone here care
(PHOTO COURTESY of Johnny Grant's Small World)

to go for a swim?

Cam Ranh Navyman

Turns Sand Pit Into Green

CAM RANH BAY (USN) —
“My job is to turn this sand pit
into a green oasis!”

That was Chief Machinery
Repairman James Dalton's
statement as he looked across
the vast expanse of sand that
dominates every corner of the
U.S. Naval Air Facility here.
“All areas that are not parking
lots, buildings, roads or side-
walks will be grass or ice-
plant,” he explained.

The chief has been named the
enlisted man in charge of soil
erosion control and base beauti-
fication at the NAF.

Cam Ranh Bay, the best
natural port in South Vietnam,
is whipped constantly by brisk
winds. What little plant growth
that did take root was destroyed

from 1965 through 1967, the
period of intensive military
building.

Now it has become a big
problem. The flying sand se-
verely increases the mainte-
nance required on machinery,
and make for unhealthy living
conditions.

As a stopgap measure, a
chemical called
sprayed regularly, forming a
film to keep the sand down. But
for the long term, an erosion
control and beautification pro-
gram was begun in November
1967,

The inspiration for “Weeds
and Seeds”, as the project is
dubbed, came from several indi-
vidual  efforts around the base.
Members of the line crew

“Coherex’ is .

(flight line crewmen) kicked it
off, and today a miniature park
thrives between the hangar and
wash ramp.

Weapons Department mem-
bers have a lush, fence-lined
yard, and the ordnancemen
even have orchids growing in
the shade of the magazine
storerooms.

“Weeds and Seeds” was de-
veloped as a basewide master
plan. Five thousand Australian
pines will be planted as wind-
breakers between the Naval Air
Facility and the neighboring
14th Aerial Port. The pines also
will be planted along the east-
west streets of the big base,
and coconut palms will be put
in along the north-south streets:

Bermuda grass and iceplant,

Oasis

a kind of carpetweed, have been
ordered to cover and anchor
large expanses of sand. A test
patch of the Bermuda grass 1s
now thriving in front of the
dining hall.

Chief Dalton has come up
with an irrigation system to get
the plants growing, Water will
be pumped from a sinkhole
through six, four and two-inch
pipes onto the planted areas.

Chief Dalton is rough with the
men who won't ‘“keep off the
grass’’, but mostly he gets co-
operation. A quick tour of the
NAF is proof. The master plan
is working, and catching o0n,
too. Every department is in the
act, with projects ranging from
flower boxes to a hidden melon
patch. R

i
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| American Forces Vietnam

Network—Channel 11

(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)
(Guide For Week Of June 26-July 2, 1968)

(Saigon Area)

June 26

Stock and Barrel

June 27

1930
2000

2005

June 28

Wednesday
Lost In Space
1930 News-Sports-Weather
2000
Insight MPs
Montage—Lock,
2030
2100 Andy Willlams Show
Sports
2300 New Headlines
Thursday
Voyage lo The
Bottorn Of The Sea
Channel 11 Billboard
Insight Kit Carson Scouts
Dick Van Dyke
Kraft Music Hall
2200
2300 Feature Movie
CBS Playhouse
1830 Sign On
Wild Wild West
1930
Channel 11 Billboard
Insight Postal
2005 [
2100 Bewitched
2130 The Lucy Show
2230 In Town Tonight
2300 Update News
Saturday June 29
1230 News Headlines
Pro Bowler's Tour
Flying Fisherman
The Actor
Justice For All

1830 Sign On
Channel 11 Billboard
2005
The " Monkees
2200
Halftime Headlines
1830 Sign On
Mews-Sports-Weather
Information Feature
2100
Perry Mason
505 C
Friday
News-Sports-Weather
2000
Combat
2200 Big Picture
2305 Joey Bishop
Sports
American Sportsman
Channel 11 Billboard

2039
2200
2300
2305

S

1230

2305

Monday

1830

1930
2000

2005
2030
2100
2200
2300
2305

Tuesday

1830

1930
2000

2005
2030
2100
2200
2300
2305

A Quest For Certainty
Johnny Midnight
Gunsmoke

Update News

Feature Movie

unday

News Headlines
The Christophers
Sacred Heart
Prince Of Peoce
Sports

Feature Movie

Pat Boone Special
Booby Troop

Can You Heor Me
G.E. College Bowl
Danny Thomas Hour
News-Sporis-Business
Channel 11 Billboard
Window ot Viefnam
California Girl

Ed Sullivan
Bonanza

Update MNews
Dean Martin

June 30

July 1
News Headlines

Daniel Boone
News-Sports-Weather
Channel 11 Billboard
Insight AER

Get Smaort

Science Fiction Theafer
Hoilywood Palace
Mission Impossible
Update News
Operation; Entertainment

July 2
News Headlines ;
Big Valley
News-Sporis-Weather

Channel 11 Billboard

Insight USO

Biography

What's My Line

Red Skelton

Star Trek

Update News

Feature Movie

AL 1 DID WAS SAY THAT
wAs A Goop MEAL"

Beetle Bailey

By Mort Walker
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AHA! T FINALLY FIGURED
IT OUT! WHAT PO You

PID YOu TELL ?__| BUT NOT WITH HiS
ROCKY IT WAS : e ELECTRIC GUITAR
OKAY TO SING H ) ]
IN THE SHOWERZ :_
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HAVE You
AND BEETLE
DECIDED WHAT
YOU ARE GOING
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MAKING PECISIONG
WEARS HIM
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A LETTER?
FOR ME

PEANUTS | P

OH, T CAN'T STANP IT !

-._._Acc‘\)_—-—-———-—-—-._..___._.-‘

By Charles M. Schulz

( HOW CRUEL.. )
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i
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EVERYTIME I THINK I'VE FINALLY
PUT LILA FOREVER FROM M«
THOUGHTS, SHE WRITES TO ME ¢

SHE'S COMING TO SEE
ME!LILA'S COMING

OH, WHY DOESN'T SHE LEAVE

ME ALONE? (WHY MUST SHE

REOPEN OLD (JOUNPS 7¢ -
-

!|'

NOT ONLY THAT, SHE'LL
PROBABLY COME RIGHT
AT SUPPERTIME !

Lo By 1 £ P 00 45,

BUT 40U SAIp (T CouLD
NEVER WORK OUT BETWEEN US
S0 40U LEFT ME...AND TCRIED..,

AND NOW, AFTER |'VE SPENT
ALL THESE YEARS TRYING TO
RGET, 40U SAY YOU'RE
COMING BACK TO SEE ME...

OM, LILA,HOURE GOING
TO DRIVE ME CRAZY!!
(;3’_.—_.—___.-/

R |

ey |

; =l
- ._W-Iwa---j -::-__141 v

How CAN SHE DO THIS TO
40U 7 POESNT SHE REALIZE
THE AGONY SHE'S PUTTING 40U
THROUSH? HASN'T SHE DONE
ENOUGH HARM ALREADY 7

[im o v & Pt o et
Lo 1903 by T v e frea v, o

T DON'T EVEN KNOW
WHO LILA IS...

iz A ;il

A\ ¥4 {f/l V/f' vl 1:1._-.'—

LILA'S COMING ! T DON'T WANT
TO SEE HER! I DON'T WANT
TO REVIVE OLD MEMORIES...

e A

Da, o

ohagh

o b P h

| THOSE OLD PAINFUL MEMORIES...
—Ca— ;

LILA'S GONE, AND T DIDNT EVEN
SEE HER... T JUST COULDN'T....
I JUST COULDN'T BEAR TO REVIVE

OH, LILA 400 KNOw
400 MEANT MORE TOME
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Koreans

Kill 305

KHANH HOA (I FF) — Opera-
tion Baek Ma 6 (White Horse 6),
a 9th ROK Infantry Division
reconnaissance in force mission
in Khanh Hoa province, ended
recently with a total of 305
enemy killed.

The 9th ROK (White Horse)
Division suffered only six killed
in action throughout the two
phases of the operation. They
captured 128 small arms, seven
crew served weapons and de-
tained five suspects.

The operation, which involved

the relocation and repatriation.

of more than 100 Montagnard
villagers forced to work for the
enemy, took place 20 to 30 miles
northwest of Nha Trang.

Long aware of the 18B North
Vietnamese Army (NVA) Regi-
ment’s approximate position,
the Koreans were restrained
from previous attacks due to
inaccessibility of the terrain
around the enemy’s position,

Phase 1

Phase I of the two-phase
operation began in Hon Ba, 15
miles southwest of Ninh Hoa, It
was directed primarily against
the Khanh Hoa VC province
‘committee and its supporting
infrastructure.

A long-range reconnaissance
patrol of the White Horse Divi-
sion’s 29th Regiment detected a
cave harboring members of the
Khanh Hoa province committee.
Among the 25 killed was the VC
province chief, Hai Xao, as well
as other important committee
members. Documents contain-
ing information about VC intel-
ligence, operations and logistics
were captured.

According to Korean Liaison
Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Rob-
ert R. Gilbert, “the operation,
if measured only by the amount
of intelligence gathered, was an
unqualified success.”

Phase I1

Phase II, was directed against
the headquarters of the 18B
NVA Regiment in the mountain-
ous jungle located 24 miles
northwest of Nha Trang.

The 48th Helicopter Assault
Company (U.S.) helilifted 3,000
men from 20 companies into the
predetermined landing zones.
There, with the help of
Montagnard villagers, they en-
circled the camp, located its
main armories and caves and
routed the enemy from the
area.

The 9th ROK Division em-
ployed elements of both the 29th
Regiment, commanded by Colo-
nel Chang Jun Lee, and the 30th
Regiment, commanded by Colo-
nel Keun Hwan Chang.

Ninth ROK Division Artillery,
commanded by Colonel Tae Il
Han, supported the infantrymen
throughout the operation. U.S.
air strikes and the U.S. 6th
Battalion, - 84th Artillery also
supported the Korean operation.

%@%@Q .

Minutes after this F-4 Phunlom was belly lunded by Major R. Russ and

runway.

Cam Ranh Eay

—

Lieutenant D. Melson, the ground crew clears the

(USAF PHOTO)

Pilots Land F-4 On Sea Of Suds

CAM RANH BAY (USAF)—A
multi-million dollar F-4 Phantom
of the 12th Tactical Fighter Wing
was saved from serious damage
recently through the profession-
al skill of the aircrew and the
rapid reaction of ground person-
nel.

Because of a landing gear
malfunetion, Major Robert D.
Russ, aircraft commander, and
1st Lieutenant Douglas M. Mel-
son, pilot, had to make a wheels-
up landing.

“We orbited for about an hour
to get rid of our excess fuel,”
said Lieutenant Melson. ‘‘Mean-
while, we radioed our emergen-
cy situation to the base and the
ground crews foamed the run-
way.

“A belly landing in an F-4
just isn’t covered in the books;
it’s a time when common sense
and aerial skill are the govern-
1ng factors.

- knots

“We made a low pass over the
base to.check our sink rate,”
Lieutenant Melson continued,
“and to see the exact location of
the foam and to make sure our
speed calculations were correct.

“‘Major Russ was cool, he
wasn’t even breathing hard. He
told me to remind him of things

‘like the ejection guard handle,

the tail hook and to stopcock
(turn off) the throttles.

“Qur final pattern was very
wide, about five miles from the
field. This allowed us to get
lined up with the centerline of
the runway about three miles
out. We came in low at 144
on our final approach.
The tail hook caught the arrest-
ing barrier, and we slid down
the slick runway until the bar-
rier stopped us. It was the soft-
est landing I’ve ever had in an
F-4, The wing tanks cushioned
the landing and everything

Cutters Rap Enemy

SAIGON (USN) — U.,S. Navy
and Coast Guard units in South
Vietnam destroyed or damaged
75 enemy fortifications and 15
sampans in nine separate ac-
tions recently. Four Viet Cong
also were Kkilled and two  sus-

pects detained.
Damage to enemy structures

Ex-VietCong AidsGls...

(Continued From Page 1)
trail through the canal and a
recon of the area produced four
more enemy bodies in a brief
engagement.

In a continuing sweep, Duc
pointed out still another enemy
position. Again he was right and
a brief firefight ensued, killing
one enemy.

The day’s yield was six NVA
soldiers killed, one AK-47, one
AK-50 and two 9mm pistols.
There were no friendly casual-
ties.

Tran Van Due, now serving
with the 4th Battalion (Mecha-
nized), 23rd Infantry, rallied to

the Republic of Vietnam govern-
ment under the Chieu Hoi Pro-
gram about a year ago. He was
then sent to the Open Arms
Center where he was thorough-
ly screened and then assigned
to the 25th Division.

Recalling when Duc first
joined his unit, Captain Henry
Montgomery, Company A com-
mander, said, “I was quite
leary of Kit Carsons, but after
I watched him for two days I
decided to take him on an eagle
flight with us. Duc was just
outstanding, pointing out sus-
pected enemy positions and es-
cape routes.”

was the highest total for any
single day in more than two
months.

Most of that damage was done
by the U.S. Coast Guard cutter
Winona (WHEC-65), which de-
stroyed or damaged 60 enemy
fortifications and 15 sampans
along the western coast of South
Vietnam, 155 miles southwest of
Saigon. The cutter also killed
three Viet Cong and caused two
secondary explosions.

Another cutter, the Point
Cypress damaged three enemy
fortifications and started a sec-
ondary fire 144 miles southwest
of Saigon in An Xuyen prov-
ince.

The Operation Game Warden
support ship USS Garrett Coun-
ty (LST 786) damaged five ene-
my fortifications while firing on
an area 50 miles southwest of
Saigon near the Co Chien river.

Elsewhere, a U.S. Navy Swift

boat (PCF) damaged four ene-
my fortifications 75 miles south-
east of Dan Nang on the coast
of Quang Ngai province.

There were no U.S. casualties
in any of the actions.

worked out fine with minimum
damage to the plane. We
stopped, got our canopies up

and left the aireraft,” con-
cluded the lieutenant.
Major Russ said, “My main

concern was the alrcraft we
need them badly here, and I
didn’t want to lose it. I've flown
a lot of fighters and this one
is best.”

“Lieutenant Melson really did
an outstanding job,” he added,
“he reminded me of the things
I asked him to, at just the right

time, We went over the check-
list for the landing and worked
together.”

Major Russ concluded, “I'd
like to pat the ground crew on
the back. They did a terrific
job of foaming the runway in
minimum time and they were
right there when we stopped to
handle the situation.’

Damage to the two million
dollar aircraft was confined to
the two wing tanks and the
radome on the nose. Cost of
the three items, $2,808. .

Monkeyshines No Joke

KONTUM (USA) — Four non-
chalant monkeys recently gave
battle-hardened 4th Infantry Di-
vision soldiers the business.

The men were from the 3rd
Brigade’s Company B, 2nd Bat-
talion, 35th Infantry and the
monkeys were bent on trying
out their perimeter security.

As night wore on, the men be-
gan the cycle of two men pulling
guard while the others got some
sleep.

Specialist 4 Richard Russel
and Specialist 4 Vincent Ferullo

“At first we thought it was the
wind, but then we heard it
again. All of a sudden a trip
flare went off and we could see
small bodies by the flare.”

The 3rd Brigade soldiers fired
a few rounds in the direction of
the flare. By this time the peri-
meter was lit up by illumination
rounds from the 2nd Battalion,
9th Artillery.

The two infantrymen then
spotted the four monkeys sit-
ting by the trip flare — calm as
could be.

“Someone yelled - at us and

had just gone on guard. asked what was going on,” said
“We heard movement out | Specialist Russel. “I told them
front,” said Specialist Ferullo. | we're monkeying around.”
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