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Marines Pulverize NVA Battalion

KHE SANH (USMC) — A
battalion-size North Vietnamese
Army force tried to overrun a

U.S. Marine company recently

and was soundly defeated.

Marines of Company F, 2nd
Battalion, Third Marines ac-
counted for 234 confirmed NVA
dead after the devastating bat-
tle.

The company was holding a
hill position when it received the
first of numerous enemy probes
at 2:30 a.m. The enemy had
tripped ground flares and other
devices outside the company’s
perimeter.

Twenty minutes later, “All
hell broke loose,” said Private
First Class Harold R. Blunk.
“They started to hit all around
the perimeter.”

“They used rocket grenades
as if they were the main assault
weapon,”’ said 1st Lieutenant
James L. Jones, the company
commander. ‘“‘They must have
fired 250 of the grenades during
the attack. It was unusual be-
cause the NVA didn’t use their
small arms as a primary weap-
on.”

As the enemy attacked up the

-hill, *“a solid sheet of steel”

was dropped between the de-
fenders and the attacking ene-
my, coordinated by the artillery
observer, 2nd Lieutenant John
R. Heintz, Jr.

“At one time we had nine
fire missions going at the same
time,” commented Lieutenant
Heintz. ‘‘All through the attack
the artillery was great. They
must have fired 4,000 rounds at
the enemy.”

“I could hear the NVA shout-
ing to spread out and get up
the Hill,” said the company’s
interpreter, Private First Class
John P. Pryor..

An hour after the first probe,

Company F repulsed the first
attack. Later during the night
the enemy again tried to take
the company’s perimeter by
regrouping at the bottom of the
hill before charging the Ma-
rines.
- At first light, Marine helicop-
ter gunships and Sea Knight
transport choppers appeared
overhead and began spraying
the enemy with machinegun
fire. One pilot reported, “Ene-
my bodies were littered through-
out the entire area.”

Later in the morning Compa-
ny E, 2nd Battalion made con-
tact with their sister company
and passed through the battle
area exploiting the action. They
searched the area and found
numerous enemy bodies, weap-
ons and equipment.

Odd Twist
In Rites

DAK TO (USA)—It was
a wedding just like many
others, except he was in
Vietnam and she was in
Bakersfield, Calif.

The bride, Miss Darlyne
Smith, was in Bakersfield
at the time of the cere-
mony. The bridegroom, Pri-
vate First Class Fred Mur-
phy, was in Dak To.

PFC Murphy’s brother
stood in for him at home
while a Red Cross girl stood
in for the bride in Dak To.

The PFC, a radio-tele-
phone operator in the 2nd
Platoon of Company A, 3rd
Battalion, 8th Infantry,
celebrated his reception by
Participation in a combat
assault on Hill 810, north of
Dak To. He spent his wed-
ding night on the hill.
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LAPES DROP—AnN Air Force C-

an Army outpost.

130 Hercules makes a Low Altitude Parachute Extraction System (LAPES) drop of supplies to

(USAF PHOTO)

101st Airborne

Airborne's Night Ambushes Foils Foe

PHUOC VINH (USA) — A
company from the 101st Air-
borne Division’s 3rd Brigade
killed more than 40 enemy by
body count in a week-long series
.of night ambushes near here
recently. :

“My men set up an ambush
at the junction of two trails and
were preparing for a long wait,”
said Platoon Leader Lieutenant
Donald R. Leahy of Company
A, 1st Battalion (airborne),
506th Infantry. “Just as it was
getting dark, the enemy came
down the trail.”

“Their noise discipline was
good and there was about five
to 10 meters between men. We
could only get 12 to 15 in the
‘kill zone’ of our claymore
mines,” said Sergeant David
Armock.

Specialist 4 John Brow opened
up and triggered the ambush.
Several positions covering the
kill zone blew their claymores
and the surviving Viet Cong
were caught in the blazing
,cross-fire of two M-60 machine
guns.

The paratroopers began re-
ceiving RPG rocket fire from
several hundred meters up the

trail, but they were dug in.

‘“We called artillery fire which
came in right on top of the RPG
flashes. It took less then three
minutes for our artillery to re-
spond,”’ said Private First Class
Jerry Ghearing.

The next morning, a sweep of
the area revealed six bodies
from the ambush and firing

from the 2nd Battalion (Air-
borne), 319th Artillery, as well
as numerous blood trails and
drag marks. ;

“We heard them out there all
night dragging their dead and
wounded off. We threw quite a
few grenades at them,” Special-
ist Brow said. “They couldn’t
get to the six we found because

they were only a few feet from
our positions.’””

Among the dead was a com-
mander of unknown rank. He
had on. him several documents
of high intelligence value. ‘

This was just one of many
surprise night skirmishes initiat-
ed by the company in the space
of a week.

Mekong Delta VC Smashed
By PF And Naval Forces

MEKONG DELTA (USN) —
Enemy mortar positions near
the Mekong Delta city of My
Tho were attacked recently by

U.S. Navy Seawolves. The heli-

copter gunships received and
suppressed automatic weapons

fire on their first pass over the

enemy positions west of the
city, some 30 miles southwest
of Saigon.

The Seawolves destroyed two
enemy structures and damaged
five others. Enemy personnel

casualties were unknown.

Other Navy units destroyed or
damaged 15 structures, six
bunkers, six sampans and a
junk in scattered fighting else-
where in South Vietnam. At
least eight enemy were reported
killed, with no U.S. casualties.

At least one Viet Cong was
killed and four bunkers and two
structures were destroyed by an
assault force of Navy PBRs
(river patrol boats) and ‘“Moni-
tors” along the Bassac river, 70
miles southwest of Saigon. The
Navy boats were supporting
Vietnamese Popular Force units

on a sweep operation in Phong
Dinh province.

Another Navy Swift boat pa-
trolling the eastern coast of the
Cau Mau peninsula, 155 miles
southwest of Saigon, discovered
an enemy cargo landing ramp
near the mouth of the Bo De
river. Mortar fire from the boat
felled several trees, blocking the
ramp. Nearby, two camouflaged
enemy bunkers, reinforced with
metal and heavy timbers, were
also taken under fire. One was
blown apart by a secondary ex-
plosien and the other was heav-
ily damaged.
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Editorial

Spirit Unchanged

Two centuries ago, when men wore powdered wigs and
ladies never showed a bit of ankle, life was very different
from what it is today. As a matter of fact, very little of
that society has been carried over to today’s way of life.
We have today, however, one remnant of that society—an
impressive document that is as alive and important today
as it was on July 4, 1776—the Declaration of Independ-
ence.

Back in 1776, after years of discontent with the rule
of England’s George III, a group of colonists—members of
the Continental Congress—wrote and signed the Declara-
tion of Independence. Although little more than a sheet
of paper, this document set a precedent for many of the
nations of the world. The Declaration stated that when
a government failed to protect the rights of its people to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, “it is the Right
of the People to alter or abolish it.” The United States
became the first colony of a major power in that day to
break away from colonial rule and declare independence.

Here, half a world away from home, we are helping

the South Vietnamese people to solve a different, although
parallel, problem. The people of this country are living
under a government which they themselves elected. The
people of South Vietnam are not trying to overthrow their
government; they are trying to insure that their govern-
ment is not overthrown by a foreign power whose idea of
rule is dictatorial and tyrannical.

The spirit of 76 is still alive today. Here in Vietnam
we are demonstrating to the world that we still believe
freedom and liberty to be more than mere words found in
the dictionary; we believe them to be precious commodities
well worth fighting and dying for.

Fashions may change, but ideals do not. And while
the powdered wigs have disappeared and ladies’ ankles
have appeared, the Declaration of Independence beats on
as the heart of our nation. (MACYV)

Job Priority Added
To List Ot Benefits

WASHINGTON — The most

recent additions to the list of
veterans’ benefits tendered by
a grateful nation to the men
who have helped defend it are
the special opportunities for
Vietnam veterans to obtain prio-
rity employment with the gov-
ernment and further their edu-
cation at the same time.

These opportunities, set forth
in an Executive Order, make
Vietnam veterans eligible to en-
ter federal employment in tran-
sitional appointments at the five
lowest civil service levels with-
out taking an examination.

For those veterans who have
completed less than one year
of education beyond high school
and who meet all other civil
service standards, this program
offers an incentive for them to
increase their education under
the GI Bill while holding a full-
time job.

The individual’s continued
employment in a transitional

appointment is contingent upon
successful completion of at least
one school year of full-time ap-
proved education.

The transitional appointees
who successfully meet the edu-
cational conditions of their em-
ployment after one year of cur-
rent, continuous employment
may then be converted to ca-
reer-conditional or career em-
ployment status, automatically
acquiring a competitive status.

In the words of President
Johnson, ‘“America holds some
of its greatest honors for the
men who have stood in its de-
fense, and kept alive its free-
doms. It shows its gratitude not
only in memorials . . . but more
meaningfully in the programs
which care for him. . . .

“For those with the necessary
initiative and ability, this new
program, together with the GI
Bill, offers a chance for both
further education and better
jobs.”
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Just In Case

You Have
Not Heard

VA Committee
Passes Widow
G.l. Benefits

WASHINGTON — The House
Veterans Committee has ap-
proved a GI Bill for wives of
men killed or totally disabled in
the service. The bill would
make educational benefits avail-

able to widows of men who die
from service-connected causes.

It also would benefit wives of
men on VA compensation rolls
with 100 per cent -disability. The
women would draw $130 month-
ly for full-time school attend-
ance and $95 monthly for half-
time attendance. Schooling
would have to be completed
within eight years.

This and other committee-ap-
proved bills are slated for early
House consideration. One bill
would permit disabled veterans
to attend institutional training
under the VA’s vocational re-
habilitation program. Another

would set up a new method of
computing benefits for veterans

pursuing GI Bill studies by
correspendence or extension
courses. A third would permit
veterans to use up to 48 months
of educational benefits under
the combined GI Bill and War
Orphans Educational Assistance
programs. (NAVNEWS)

DOD Extends
Special Leave

WASHINGTON — Regulations
governing special 30-day leaves
for personnel who extend for
six months beyond the normal
12-month Vietnam tour of duty
has been extended to 1970.

The special leave has also
been expanded to include per-
sonnel assigned to other parts
of Southeast Asia and actively

engaged in combat operations.
Under DOD Directive 1327.3,

personnel eligible for the spe-
cial 30-day leave must ‘“‘be per-
manently assigned to a military
unit stationed in Vietnam or
permanently assigned on a 12-
month Southeast Asia unaccom-

gaged in operations in a hostile
fire area.”

Department of Defense offi-
cials said the revision is aimed
primarily at Air Force person-
nel stationed in Thailand who
are taking part in day-to-day
strikes over North and South

possible Years.”

RARE FERRARE—The radiant and lovely smile of leggy Cristi-
na Ferrare can be seen in her latest MGM venture—‘'The Im-
{(PHOTO COURTESY OF MGM)
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WASHINGTON — The De-
fense Department has expanded
its Civilian Police Recruiting
Program to include informal
recruitment of military person-
nel on-base during off-duty
hours by any authorized law en-
forcement agency.

Previously, on-base recruit-
ment was confined to police de-
partments from major metro-
politan areas and was conduct-
ed under military supervision
during on-duty hours. Smaller
law enforcement agencies were
allowed to conduct indirect off-
base, off-duty recruiting.

As the program progressed,
‘however, it was discovered the
smaller police departments
were not receiving maximum
benefit from the program under
the off-base, off-duty restric-
tions.

In an effort to further en-
hance the program’s effective-
ness, and ‘“provide a larger
number of police agencies the
privilege of on-base contact with
potential applicants,”” DOD re-
vised its policy to include the
new on-base, off-duty provision.

Defense officials said the pri-
mary difference between the
on-base, on-duty and on-base,
off-duty recruiting effort is that
the ‘“‘off-duty is informal and
the initiative for the first con-
tact remains with the individual

Vietnam. (CD)

serviceman” and must take

G.l. Protected

WASHINGTON — Section 514
of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Civil Relief Act protects serv-
icemen from the possibility of
paying state and local taxes in
several different locations at
once.

It provides that, for the pur-
poses of taxation on income,

By Relief Act

| persons are not deemed to have
| lost a permanent residence in
| any state solely because they
| are absent under military or-
| ders. Also, persons are not
deemed to have acquired per-

manent residence in some other
| state when they are required to
|be absent from their home
state by military orders. (AD)

Defense Dept. Expands
Police Recruiting Drive

place during off-duty hours.

There is one restriction under
the new provision. Recruiting
priority remains with the ma-
jor law enforcement agency. No
off-duty, on-base recruiting will
be permitted at an installation
while an on-bhase, on-duty team
is recruiting at the same instal-
lation.

Defense officials said that po-
lice departments wishing to par-
ticipate in the recruitment pro-
gram under the new provision

are authorized to request direct -

support from installation com-
manders in their geographical
area. Base commanders have
been ordered to provide all pos-
sible assistance, including space
for off-duty interviews and ad-
ministrative support such as
testing of the candidate and rea-
sonable availability of the man
for follow up interviews.

The most recent statistics
reveal that so far the majority
of the rookie police officers ac-
quired through this program
have accepted jobs in Washing-
ton, Pay ranging from
$476 monthly can be earned by
servicemen to take jobs with
local police departments. Aver-
age monthly paychecks for
rookie policemen:
Northeast—$§524
Midwest—$518
South—$476
Pacific—$647
Southwest & Rocky Mountains—

$486

Military personnel who are
within 90 days of their release
date and have received a firm
offer, certified in writing from
city, county, state or Federal
police department, are eligible
for early release under the Ci-
vilian Police Recruiting Pro-
gram, and will be released no
later than 10 days before the
effective date of employment.
See DA Circular 635-3 for de-
tails. (CD)

.
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Air Cav

Attack

Smashes NVA

QUANG TRI (USA) — Action
in the Quang Tri area yielded
Company A, 1st Battalion, 12th
Cavalry, 1st Air Cavalry Divi-
sion, six detainees, over 35
Communist killed and a large
amount of captured equipment
and arms.

Recently, the company air as-
saulted into the coastal village
of Gia Dang just before dark.
They set up their perimeter
parallel to the coast between
the village and the sea. A small
complex of houses outside the
village were being used as ene-
my positions.

The company was setup par-
allel to a group of APCs (ar-
mored personnel carriers).

‘“We were across from the
APCs,” said Private First Class

. John Greiner. “When the ene-

my would fire a couple of
rounds, the APCs would open
up. They were firing through
the village right at us. We spent
a lot of that night dodging
friendly tracer rounds.”

“The next day we swept
through the village,” said the
PFC. “There were a lot of NVA
buried there in the sand.” The
company walked through the
village, aiding in a pincer
movement that ended in a ma-
jor enemy defeat.

“Our job was to sweep be-
hind the tanks and APCs and
pull security from the rear,”
said Specialist 4 Richard Gal-
van. “The heavy fire all but
leveled the village and buried
dead and alive alike. They
weren’'t fighting back too
much,” said PFC Greiner. “We
just had so much fire-power.
We pulled out a lot of dead and
alive.”

The NVA were trapped in
bunkers built under houses in
the soft sand of the area.

As the company swept
through the village behind the

mechanized guns, they began
an intensive search of the-ene-
my bunkers. The Skytroopers
went from bunker to bunker,
blowing them up with hand gre-
nades.

“We started in the morning
and got through late in the eve-
ning,” said PFC Greiner. “Then
we had to set up new positions.
I'm glad we were in sand or
we’d still be there digging.”

Allies Hit
Guerrillas

SAIGON (USN) — U.S. Navy,
Army, Air Force, Marine Corps
and Vietnamese Commando
units joined forces recently to
hit Viet Cong positions in the
Rung Sat Special Zone, follow-
ing an enemy attack on the
Vietnamese merchant ship,
Khanh Hoa.

At least five Viet Cong were
reported killed and two bunkers
and an anti-aircraft position de-
stroyed.

The Khanh Hoa came under
enemy automatic weapons and
rocket fire while steaming along
the Long Tau river, 10 miles
southeast of Saigon. Damage to
the ship was described as light.

U.S. Navy and Army helicop-
ter gunships and Air Force
fixed-wing aireraft pounded the
enemy force while Navy River
Patrol Boats (PBRs) set up
blocking positions along possible
escape routes.

Vietnamese Commandos, to-
gether with four U.S. Marine
Corps advisors, were airlifted
to the scene by Army helicop-
ters and conducted two sweeps
of the area.

COMMENCE FIRE!.—The heavy cruiser USS Newport News fires its 50,000th round in Vlnum
comi?at. Amassed in six consecutive months of activity in the Gulf of Tonkin, the warship's
gunfire record more than doubles the total of any other ship engaging in the war effort.

(USN PHOTO BY PH2 H. DOYLE)

CAI LAY (USA) — Units of
the 9th Infantry Division in-
flicted major casualties on two
enemy battalions during a re-
cent action in the Mekong Del-
ta. The encounter cost the ene-
my 228 dead.

The action began when ele-
ments of the 2nd Battalion, 39th

Infantry, were inserted into a
hot landing zone 15 miles north-

west of Tan An in the Plain of
Reeds.

During seven hours of fight-
ing, 1st Brigade troops, artillery
and supporting airstrikes killed
41 VC. The enemy, identified as
part of the 261st Main Force
Battalion, had been trapped in
a 300-bunker base camp. The
survivors fled south with 9th
Division troops in pursuit.

A day later, the 2nd/39th hit
another hot landing zone five

N:‘Nk\ N :

SPITTING BULLETS—A machine gunner of the 25th Infantry Divi

e

sion’s 1st Banalion.(Me.chunizedl, 5th Infunlry; bluze.;. awu}
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at enemy positions during a recent fight 18 miles northwest of Saigon. A later sweep of the area indicated that the machine
gun had knocked out a heavily reinforced enemy bunker.

VC Smashed: Loses 228

miles north of Cai Lay on the
Kinh Tong Doc Loc canal, 16
miles south of the earlier con-
tact. The infantrymen were hit
immediately by small arms and
automatic weapons fire from
well-fortified positions. Ele-
ments of the 2nd Battalion, 60th
Infantry, and the 4th Battalion,
47th Infantry, were called in to
help surround the enemy.

U.S. Air Force fighter-bomb-
ers and gunships from the 7th
Squadron, 1st Cavalry, support-
ed the ground troops.

Artillery fire continued
throughout the night as U.S.
troops encountered intermittent
contact. The infantrymen swept
the battle area the next morn-
ing, finding 187 enemy bodies.

They also captured more than
90 enemy weapons, including 10
crew-served weapons, rockets
and an assortment of other am-
munition and supplies.

Pilots Kill 70

CAM RANH BAY (USAF) —
Air Force F-4 Phantom crews
from the 12th Tactical Fighter
Wing here, recently killed 70
enemy troops caught in the
open approximately 20 miles
south of Tuy Hoa.

Major William B. Paul led
the flight with 1st Lieutenant
Orvin H. Ramlo Jr., as his
pilot. Major William H. Parker
commanded the wing element
with 1st Lieutenant John L.
Shepherd as his pilot.

The pilots scrambled from
the alert pad on a request. for
immediate air support. They
dropped their ordnance on a
large cave in which the enemy
troops had taken cover. Three
direct hits were observed by
the forward air controller
(FAC) as he praised the accu-
rate bombing of the pilots.

After the mission the FAC re-
ported only six enemy killed
and a cave destroyed but when
friendly troops moved into the
area to assess the battle dam-
age, they found 70 of the enemy
had been killed by the air

(USA PHOTO BY SP4 DON MOUSSEAU)

strikes.
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HEAVY LOAD—Montugnnrd tribesmen hurry from the Iower-
ed ramp of a CH-46A Sea Knight of Marine Aircraft Group-36
at Dong Ha. The tribesmen had evacuated their homes near
Khe Sanh after a North Vietnamese Army attack on their vil-
lage. (USMC PHOTO By: Cpl Joe Brand)

Blind Teen Aided

CAM RANH BAY (USAF) —
A number of Americans, both at
Cam Ranh Bay air base and
Canton, Ohio, have made it pos-
sible for a 19-year-old blind
Vietnamese girl to attend school
for the first time in her life.

Air Force Master Sergeant
Harry Cotopolis, non-commis-
sioned officer in charge of pas-
senger service, 14th Aerial Port
Squadron, met young Nguyen
Thi Chau during one of his vis-
its to the Love of the Cross
Orphanage in the village of
Dong Bin. After learning she
had never had the opportunity
to go to school because of fi-
nancial problems, Sergeant
Cotopolis went to work.

He set up collection boxes in
the squadron area and the pas-
senger terminal for the men of
the unit. But he did not stop
there. He wrote to his family
and friends in the Canton, Ohio
area asking them for help. Sev-
eral individuals sent checks and
the personnel in the Star County
sheriff’s office took up a collec-
tion and sent the money to the
sergeant.

It took several months, but
recently, he was able to turn

trust fund and Chau will be sent
to the Girls School for the Blind
in Saigon. The money that has
been collected so far will be
enough for Chau to attend
school for three years.”

And how did Chau feel about
going to school for the first
time? The smile on her face
when she learned about it was
answer enough.

Language Barrier Broken

As RFs Learn English

HOA CAM (USA) —. Lan-
guage has been a continuing
problem between U.S. and Viet-
namese military personnel, but
some men are determined this
obstacle shall be less imposing
in the future.

Among these are Marine Staff
Sergeants Gerald R. Guthrie
and John P. Cottor, instructors
of English to selected Vietnam-
ese Regional Force soldiers at
Hoa Cam training center.

They began their assignment
as language teachers with the
premise that strategically lo-
cated Vietnamese soldiers in the
Regional Force units could be
an invaluable aid to U.S. units
if they had a basic knowledge
of English, particularly a work-
ing military vocabulary.

To meet this objective Viet-
namese students are sent to the
program by nomination from
each province. At the school
itself, candidates are screened
with the major criteria being
an ability to read and write
Vietnamese and a desire to
learn English.

If selected, students begin a
seven week, eight-hour-a-day
concentrated course in English.
After an infroduction is pre-
sented in Vietnamese the stu-
dents hear and speak only Eng-
lish in the classroom.

Instruction is done in a series
of 11 lessons concentrating on
military phrases: *“Is this a
booby trap? Yes this is a booby
trap.”

A textbook is provided which
presents the phrase pictorially,
in English, and in Vietnamese.

Classroom drill involves read-
ing the English phrase in re-
sponse to the instructor’s clear,
distinet and authoritative lead.
The objective of each lesson is

to achieve easy oral compre-
hension,

In his enthusiasm Sergeant
Guthrie envisions more than a
basic phrase course. I am try-
ing to get this school as close
to’ professional standard as pos-
sible,”” he explained.

To do this he has instituted
several innovations to upgrade
the language proficiency of his
students. He replaced the for-
mer textbook, an academic vol-
ume, with the more intensive
pictorial pamphlet now in use.

He has arranged to bring his
Vietnamese students together
with U.S. personnel who are
studying from the same book
in an 1nf0rmal gathering de-

signed to spread confidence

* through achieving a counter-

part’s understanding.

Another innovation now being
instituted by the sergeant is the
use of tape recorded lessons so
students can listen and learn as
they study in the evening.

Sergeants Cotter and Guthrie
will rotate back to the U.S.
shortly, having spent 22 months
in Vietnam, but this unique lan-
guage program will be con-
tinued.

Hoping to continue the suc-
cess of the school achieved by
these two dedicated, self-trained
instructors, MACV will replace
them with trained linguistic
Spemall:-.ts

Cosmopolitan Effort
Runs Comm Center

DA NANG (USA) — A cosmo-
politan atmosphere exists as
Vietnamese, Koreans, Filipino
and United States signalmen

work side by side at Da Nang
to provide communications in
the I Corps area.

At the Da Nang Long Lines
Detachment’s modern technical
control center, they work with
1st Signal Brigade soldiers in
installing complex equipment
and maintaining reliable com-
munications.

The site includes ARVN sol-
diers and Korean Marines in
addition to Korean and Filipino
civilians.

Captain William Bradley, of-
ficer-in-charge of the detach-
ment, explained the reason for
having Vietnamese and Korean
servicemen at the site.

“Vietnamese and Korean
units operating in the I Corps
area use our circuits and it's
necessary to have people here
to translate their messages.”

The captain said the men
have become proficient enough
to insure the circuits are func-
tioning properly.

The Korean and Filipino ci-
vilians at the site serve as
technical representatives for a
civilian contract communica-
tions engineering company.

M-79 Double Trouble For ‘Charlie’

CAMP EVANS (USA) “Two
for the price of one” is what
“Charlie” gets from the busi-
ness end of Specialist 4 Frank-
lin L. Brown’s radically modi-
fied grenade launcher. Special-
ist Brown, an armorer with
Headquarters Company, 2nd
Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry Divi-
sion, calls his double-barreled
affair an “M-79 A-GO-GO.”

A former firearms company
employee, the specialist figured
that two grenade launchers
(M-79) fastened together would
give a grenadier much greater
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River Forces (lear Delta Waters

SOUTH VlETNAM (VFS) —

Until recently the Viet Cong

controlled the Mekong Delta
waterways, strangling the agri-
cultural economy to near extine-
tion. To beat the Viet Cong’s

game three major task forces
are now operating in the Delta:

Mobile Riverine Force, Game
Warden © and River Assault
Group.

Biggest and newest is the
Mobile Riverine Force (MRF).
Conceived as an assault force,
MRF transports infantrymen to
the enemy and supports assaults.

The MRF is unique in its split-
command concept. Placing Navy
and Army officers of equal rank
and authority in command it
operates from the base ship,
Benewah.

Between June 1967 and Jan.

31, 1968, the MRF got into eight

major scraps that netted more
than 100 VC killed each time.
During the Tet offensive and
the month following, 600 VC
were killed.

- The force’s tactics are based
on mobility—it operates strictly
from water. ‘“Base’” is an
armada of five LSTs (landing
ship, tanks).

The ‘“fleet” is composed of
100 boats — all converted from
the old LCM-6 (landing craft,
medium). Some are fitted out
as armored landing craft, some
as the gunboat Monitors and
some as fast little patrol boats.

The entire force — 3,000 men,
Army and Navy — lives on the
vessels. The home base anchors
in the Mekong' or Bassac rivers,
which are inter-connected, and
moves in support of operations
all along the canals and streams.

River Assault Group

The Mobile Riverine Force,
new as it may be to U.S. military
men, is not a novel concept in
Vietnam. The RAG — the River

This heavily armed PBR (patrol bout river) is leading a convoy shuﬂlmg supplles up one of |I|e vast Della waterways,
Game Warden — Task Force

Assault Group — has been doing
the same work for years.

RAG is now composed of 1,200
Vietnamese sailors and 26
American advisers. Using 120
boats and the tactical concept
of water-borne army assault left
as a legacy of the French in
1952, the South Vietnamese took
the remnants and built a flotilla
of well-armed, mobile assault
boats.

The RAG is the forerunner of
the MRF and the prototype from
which it evolved.

Game Warden

The third outfit in the river
network is Operation

control

116, as the U.S. Navy calls it,
with its PBRs (patrol boat,
river).

The PBRs do almost all of the
river patrolling. They are nine
meters in length and are made
of fiberglass. With their speeds
of more than 20 knots and shal-
low-draft capabilities, they can
easily run to ground any VC
arms transport sampans — and
that is their job.

Game Warden uses 150 of the
fast brown PBRs, each armed
with three .50 caliber machine
guns and lighter weapons. These
boats comb the Bassac and
Mekong rivers day and night in
search of enemy movement.

The PBR crews stop boats of
all sizes for spot checks. The
papers of owners, passengers,
boats, cargoes and even engines
are checked by a Vietnamese
policeman who accompanies
each patrol. People are ques-
tioned, boats are searched, and
then sent on their way — usually
with a packet of soap, sewing
needles, tobacco and other hard-
to-get items prepared with pro-
paganda leaflets by South Viet-
namese psywar experts. They
inspect from 5,000 to 6,000 peo-

ple a day,

Story & Photos
By

Yo

Without the comprehensive
control of Mekong Delta water-
ways provided by the Mobile
Riverine Force, the River As-
sault Group and Game Warden,

the enemy would still control the
inland waters and the Delta eco-
nomy. Now it is the enemy
power that is on the decline not
the economy.

over more than 93,000 piastres
to Captain Denan Morris, an
Air Force chaplain, for Chau’s

fire-power.
He explained that he has

Vietnam Feature Service

edueation. Chaplain Morris said,
“The money will be put in a

Infantry Helps
War Refugees

SAIGON (USA) — The 9th In-
fantry Division recently donated
14,000 pounds of food to assist
the 100,000 refugees in Cholon,
the war-razed Chinese sector of
Saigon.

The distribution also included
3,000 bars of soap and 660 gal-
lons of DDT insecticide.

To help the refugees rebuild,
the division donated 5,700 board
feet of lumber, 400 pounds of
cement and 150 pounds of nails.

In addition, the infantrymen

conducted a joint medical and |

dental civic action program in
which 1,764 refugees were treat-
ed.

found a number of advantages
his creation has over the con-
ventional model. “First of all,
when I fired it simultaneously,
I got twice the bursting radius
of an ordinary M-79. In addi-
tion,” he added, “I carry a high
explosive round in one chamber
and a ‘shotgun’ round in the
other, giving me a kind of in-
stant insurance for -close-in
work."”’

He also claims that when
fired in unison, the high explo-
sive round will carry from 50
to 75 meters further than when
fired from an unaltered ver-
sion. And with two illumination
rounds in his weapon, he can
match the light output of a mor-
tar illumination round.

It may be a strange looking"

contraption but Specialist
Brown says, “I would rather
have that weapon than any
other in Vietnam."

M-79-A-Go-Go is the name inventor Specialist 4 Franklin Brown calls his new masterpiece.

»

Soldlers nnnck VC pomcons near Ben Tre ofler thev were Iunded by the River Assuult Grouﬁ.

Monitor boats hit VC bunkers near Dong Tam.




SAIGON (USN) — While other
navies concentrate on larger
size and greater speed, steel
hulls and even nuclear power,
some of the oldest, smallest and
most improbable vessels ever
constructed continue to play a
vital role in the defense of
South Vietnam.

Made of sao wood so heavy it
doesn’t float, and with a top
speed of only eight knots, South
Vietnam’s Yabuta junks still
simply cannot be replaced.

The modern version, however,
is the combination product of
Japanese design, American in-
novation and Vietnamese crafts-
manship.

Uniquely at home cruising up
a muddy canal or standing out
to sea, junks form the mainstay
of the Coastal Force, Viet-
namese Navy. The highly sea-
worthy junks sail the rough
South China Sea seeking the
enemy attempting to infiltrate
from the north. With their shal-
low draft, they also pursue the
enemy up some of the smallest
canals and rivers, where heavy
steel-hulled patrol craft can’t
go.

The model of Yabuta used
mainly by the Vietnamese junk
force is 41 feet long, has a beam
of approximately 10 feet and a
draft of 315 feet.

Constructed at the Navy Ship-
yard in Saigon, each junk takes
about two weeks to build. A
second two weeks are spent

fitting the vessel with its gaso-
line engine, the rudder, skeg.
shaft, gun mounts for its arma-
ment and painting.

Sao wood is shipped from
Thailand by barge and arrives
in Saigon as logs, where it is
stripped and cut into timbers or
planks in the shipyard’s saw
mill.

More than 85 per cent of the
construction of the junk is done
by hand. A small band saw and
hand drill are used for cutting
large planks to make the craft’s
ribs and drilling holes for nails
and screws. A hand sander is
used to smooth fiberglass that
has been added to the craft’s
hull, from her waterline to her
keel. i §

Both the U.S. and Vietnames
governments supply the junks
with needed equipment. The
U.S. supplies the armament and
some navigation and safety
gear.

The Vietnamese government
supplies lights, pumps, and the
rest of the boats’ standard
equipment.

The junks are a true blend of
the old and the new — an an-
cient design translated by mod-
ern machinery and technology
into sturdy vessels by skilled
Vietnamese hand craftsmen.

They have been here longer
than anyone can remember.
And they’ll still be here, still
doing their job and doing it
well, for possibly as long to
come.

Story & Photos by U.S. Navy
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Using a cutting tool indigenous to the Orient, a craftsman
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new Yabuta junks await their sea trial at the Vietnamese Navy ShiP\"""”'I“h\""r which they will be transferred o a Coastal Junk Force on the coast.
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Having locked the breach, the crew prepares for the blast.

With a thunderous roar, two 175mm

-

Bang-Up Job

Within secods of the last firing, another round is readied.

/

Enemy Feels 175's Wrath

AN KHE (USA) — Christmas
and the 5th Battalion, 22nd Ar-
tillery with its 175mm guns both
arrived at the same time in
Vietnam in 1967. The arrival of
the 175mm guns meant added
punch and flexibility to avail-
able firepower in II Corps Tac-
tical Zone and more trouble for
Viet Cong and North Vietnam-
ese Army forces operating with-
in their reach.

A few weeks after arriving in
Vietnam it received its baptism
of fire. Elements of the battal-
ion have supported the 1st Cav-
alry Division (Airmobile) when
it operated in II Corps, the 4th
Infantry Division, the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade and the Capital
Division of the Republic of Ko-
rea Army.

Since January the 175mm
guns have fired more than 30,-
000 rounds (more than 2,600
tons of high explosive and steel)
from positions ranging from

near the Cambodian border to
a few miles from the coast of
South Vietnam.

The weapons of the 5th Bat-
talion, 22nd Artillery make it

guns send another volley towards the enemy.

a lot of territory without mov-
ing from its fire bases. The 20-
mile range of the 175mm gun
allows one battery of four guns
to cover more than 1,000 square
miles in a circle around its po-
sition. The gun, mounted on
self-propelled track chassis, can
displace rapidly and move to
the next firing position at bet-
ter than 35-miles-per-hour. Add-
ed to this mobility and range

capability is the bursting radius

of the 147-pound projectile. One
round, travelling faster than a
bullet fired from the M-14 rifle,
can cover an area within a ra-
dius of more than 50 meters
with steel fragments.

“My men are the finest sol-
diers in the Army,” states Lieu-
tenant Colonel V. B. Driscoll,
commanding officer of the 5th
Battalion, 22nd Artillery.

Inscribed on a sign at battal-
ion headquarters at An Khe is
this message: “I am a soldier,
I fight where I am told, I win
where I fight.” Based on the
record of the 5th Battalion of
the 22nd Artillery this is not just
a slogan; this is an established
fact.

Story & Photos

T o i
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base camp.

SURE BEATS WALKING — After completing a village sweep during ..Operutil.:n Névadu éugle, allied r.oopers get

?§§§u‘§;§%3§’ e
a ride to their
(USA PHOTO)

Terrified And Lost

Trio Returns From Night Of Horror

BINH CHANH (USA) — Iso-
lated from their company amid
a Viet Cong battalion, three
U.S. 9th Infantry Division sol-
diers survived a night of terror
in which they were shot at,
bombed and strafed.

The men were Privates First
Class Edwin S. Carpenter, Mau-
ricio Guerra and Clifford Byers.

They were with the 5th Mech-
anized Battalion, 60th Infantry,
recently when it became em-
broiled in vicious fighting with
a VC battalion about five miles
south of Saigon.

As the fighting waned during
the early afternoon PFC Car-

men volunteered for a small
patrol to search a woodline for
a dead buddy.

“We found the man and a
machine gunner set up security
for us nearby,” he recalled.
“We were just starting to bring
him back when bullets began
hitting all around us. One of
our men was wounded as we
dove into a ditch for cover.”

Other company elements be-
gan returning fire and a heavy
battle was soon underway.

“We tried to stop the man’s
bleeding while the fighting was
going on but it was impossi-
ble,” remembered PFC Car-
penter. “No one knew what hap-
pened to the machine gunner;

penter said he and five other

Tuy Hod's 1884th Sq.
Backs Up Vital Commo

_ TUY HOA (USAF) — Provid-
Ing vital radio back-up for base
tommunications is the job of
the single side band radio sec-
tion of the 1884th Communica-
tions Squadron at Tuy Hoa air
base,

The four man station operates
24 hours per day and completes
an average of 30 to 40 phone
patches. Operating with three
radios, the section provides Tuy

0a air base personnel with
Communications when ordinary
telephone lines are cut of com-
Mmission or busy.

The need for this radio back-
Up to normal communication
channels was dramatically il-
lustrated in November 1967
When Typhoon Freda temporari-
ly halted all long distance com-
Munications from Tuy Hea. Op-
frating nonstop to fill commu-
Nications needs, the section was
Commended by the 31st Tactical

ighter Wing commander for
their outstanding service.

Calls are placed through the
single side band section on a
priority basis. Four classes of
priorities are given — routine,
priority, immediate and the
highest, flash. Precedence is
given to each call according to
its priority.

Maintenance officials of the
31st TFW make up the biggest
single users of the section as
they place radio calls through-
out the Southeast Asia Theater
trying to locate vital aircraft
maintenance parts. The efforts
of side band personnel have
paid off in many instances by
the wing obtaining vitally need-
ed parts for combat aircraft.

From its beginning in a tent
and handling 100 calls per
month, the Tuy Hoa single side
band now processes more than
1,000 calls per month. The value
of time in the fast changing
war means much and time
saved is what the 1884th com-

munications men have te offer. | had been killed by

he just disappeared. All we had
were four M-16 rifles, an M-79
grenade launcher and a smoke
grenade.

“One man volunteered to go
to the company and tell them
what our situation was. He
went over the top of a dike and
that was the last we ever saw
of him.

“Our wounded buddy had
been bleeding for about 45 min-
utes,” he commented. “We had
to get him out of there. We just
got out of the ditch when the
ground exploded with bullets
and rockets all around us. We
had to fall back.

“Flares were all over the sky
and we hoped something would
happen soon and it did.”

Two silhouettes appeared
against the flare-lit sky and the
three- men realized the VC were
looking for them. The men lay
on their backs, protecting their
unconscious friend. “I guess
they were looking for their own

dead and wounded,” recalled
the PFC.
After discovering that the

wounded soldier was dead the
men removed all their equip-
ment. Then, carrying only their
slingless rifles and a few maga-
zines, they started for the edge
of the woodline.

“Then the Air Force began

bombing and strafing the area,”
the soldier said. “We realized
we had been moving toward
the impact area, toward the
enemy. Luckily there was a
huge crater in the ground and
we crawled into it to escape the
debris and fragments which
were hitting all around us.”

After 15 minutes of airstrikes,
the jets finally left.

“We decided that everything
was quiet and had just started
climbing out of the hole when
two helicopter gunships dove in
and started strafing the area,”
he continued. ‘“We changed our
position to the opposite side of
the hole. This proved to be a
lifesaving move because we had
no sooner shifted than mini-guns
stitched a deadly pattern across
the place we had been sitting,
and rockets were smacking di-
rectly behind us.

‘“After it had been quiet for
an hour, we pulled out,” he re-
called.

“We walked about 400 meters
when we suddenly saw the sil-
houettes of U.S. Armored Per-
sonnel Carrier antennaes out-
lined against the sky,” the pri-
vate said excitedly. “It was out
of this world, a really fabulous
moment. It was like a miracle,
no one could believe we had
made it,” he concluded.

Refugees
Get Tons
Of Food

CUA VIET (USMC) — A re-
fugee resettlement village west
of Cua Viet received 120,000
pounds of food from the South
Vietnamese government in the
first step of a relocation pro-
gram for the village.

The 2,650 people were forced
to leave their village on the Cua
Viet river by the North Viet-
namese Army in early January.
They moved to an island in the
middle of the river.

The refugees depend solely on
their fishing skills for their food.
The island has no land for crops
or rice paddies and has very lit-
tle water.

Civilian Operations for Revo-
lutionary Development Support
(CORDS) representatives along
with the Saigon government
planned the relief operation.

Trucks from the 2nd South
Vietnamese Army Regiment
brought the food to the boat
loading ramps at Dong Ha. The
food was then loaded aboard
South Vietnamese Navy river
boats by Popular Forces sol-
diers from the resettlement vil-
lage. :

From this point, the boats
ferried the food down river to
the refugee island and anchored
about 50 yards off shore. Re-
fugees waded out to the boats
or rowed out in fishing sam-
pans to unload the precious car-
go,
As the boats first neared the
village, an old man stood in the
water up to his chest waving a
South Vietnamese flag at the
approaching boats. This was his
tribute to the government that
is helping him and his family
in their battle against Commu-
nist aggression.

Former VC
Big ‘Cache’

QUANG TRI (USA)—The 1st
Air Cavalry Division’s Com-
pany D, 2nd Battalion, T7th
Cavalry, was patrolling a grave-
yard site north of Camp Evans
last week when an enemy sol-
dier approached the men, his
arms high above his head yell-
ing, ““Chieu Hoi, Cheiu Hoi.”

After explaining through the
unit’s Vietnamese interpreter
that enemy soldiers were in the
area, the Hoi Chanh began lead-
ing the company to a spot that
he said was sheltering Viet
Cong.

The Hoi Chanh knew exactly
what he was talking about, as
the company captured a Viet
Cong mortar squad leader and
an ammo bearer, plus a weapons
cache in the area the Hoi Chanh
indicated.

The weapons
company included some 60
mortar rounds, several Chinese-
made claymore mines, six B-40
rocket rounds, three SKS rifles
and approximately 6,000 rounds
of small arms ammunition.

'MPs Build Home For Widow, Kids

CAM RANH BAY (USA) — A
once homeless Vietnamese wid-
ow and her two children now
have a house to live in thanks
to seven men from the 18th Mil-
itary Police Brigade.

Huynh Thi Mai’s house was
destroyed in a fire that raged
through Cam Ranh village. Her
husband, who had been a doc-
tor in the Vietnamese Army,
the Viet

Cong, and there seemed to be
no help in sight for the unfor-
tunate woman who is employed
as a cleaning woman at the
Cam Ranh Bay Provost Mar-
shal’s Office.

Seven members of the 630th
Military Police Company and
the 97th MP Battalion received
word of the woman’s plight and
readily volunteered their assist-
ance.

In five days of industrious

labor, they erected a wood
frame house with a solid wood-
en floor and a corrugated steel
roof. The essential items of
cot and blankets was supplied
by the battalion.

For Huynh Thi Mai the new
house is a treasured blessing.
In a letter of appreciation, she
thanked the MPs ‘“‘from the bot-
tom of her heart’” for providing
such a ‘*‘nice house’” to shelter
her family in their time of need.
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MISS NO NAME—We don’t know her name, but we ceretainly would like to see more like her. Agreed??
(PHOTO COURTESY PETER GOWLAND)

PSYOPS Success

Pacification Program Wins People

MUI NE (USA) — When a
joint Vietnamese-American
team of 50 men landed at the
pier at Mui Ne one morning re-
cently, they were greeted with
furtive glances and wary eyes.

When they left the hamlet on |
the peninsula of Hai Long in |

Binh Thuan province later that
day, they were given gifts of
bananas and coconuts.

What these men accomplished
during the course of one day is

typical of a pacification
program being implemented
throughout II Corps Tactical

Zone by men of the 41st Civil
Affairs Company, 8th PSYOPS
Battalien and a squad of Hoi
Chanhs.

Their’s is a friend-making mis- |

sion in a most peculiar sort of
battlefield.

Involved in this effort were
Teams 7 and 12 of the 41st Civil
Affairs Company, Detachment 8
of the 8th PSYOPS Battalion

and the Armed Propaganda
team — a squad of Hoi Chanhs.

Arriving at the village of 5,000
inhabitants at 9 a.m. in Viet-
namese Naval junks, the men
divided into five groups and dis-
persed to various sections of the
town to begin their work.

Three medical aid stations
were set up in different parts
of the hamlet. Throughout the
day, the stations overflowed
with people seeking medical
treatment. More than 1,000 men,
women and children were treat-
ed that day.

The men of the battalion had

an entirely different way of win-
ning the cenfidence of the peo-

ple. They set up their operation |

in an old abandoned movie
house which had not shown
movies in years. There, through
the natural curicsity of the wvil-

lagers, they were able to draw |
to |

hundreds into the theater
view government movies.

The Hoi Chanhs went on a
house-to-house, hut-to-hut can-
vass. They attempted to explain
the advantages of living under
the Republic of Vietnam. They

contrasted their own experiences |

as Viet Cong to the better life |
| they enjoyed now.

Most of the men in Mui Ne
are farmers or fishermen. They
live in the reality of today, not
in the dreams of tomorrow. The
50 men who entered and left the
lives of the villagers in Mui Ne
recognized this. Perhaps this is
why they were successful.

Inf. Nabs
35 Tons
VC Grain

HUE (USA) — An enemy sup-
ply depot stuffed with more
than 35 tons of stolen rice, was
seized near here recently by a
company from the 101st Air-
borne Division’s 2nd Battalien.

Working with a platoon of
Popular Force (PF) soldiers
from Quang Dien, the para-
troopers of Company D, 1st
Battalion (Airborne), 502nd In-
fantry discovered the cache
while pursuing twe Viet Cong
who fled into a tiny riverside
hamlet.

“T’'ve seen rice caches before,
but never anything like this,”
said the amazed commander,
Captain Jackie Justice. “We
walked into that village and we
were literally surrounded by
rice.”

Searching the village with
PFs, the Screaming Eagles
found there was even more to
the rice stockpile than originally
met the eye.

One of the biggest finds was a
huge, stone-walled pigpen full
of rice. Concealing the vital
grain was a sheet of cerrugated
tin and a six-inch layer of pig
dung.

“Losing this much rice is
really going to hurt ‘Charlie’,”
Captain Justice said. “This
place was obviously a way
station for North Vietnamese
Army infiltrators.”

With the Americans guarding
the village, the PFs and some
local citizens began digging the
rice out of all the houses and
underground bunkers and bag-
ging it for shipment to the
safety of a distriet collection
point.

The mission was designed to
separate the enemy from the
rice crop harvested along the
coast of I Corps.

Engr. Adopt|
Highlanders

NHA TRANG (USA) — Army
Engineers have adopted a Mon-
tagnard village of about 600 peo-
ple near here.

Major Billy Ivey, Chaplain of
the 864th Engineer Battalion,
and Captain James Hattaway,
864th medical officer, have
started a number of self-help
programs for the Montagnards.

In addition, the men of the
864th, which is part of the 35th
Engineer Group, 18th Engineer
Brigade, are teaching the vil-
lagers effective construction
procedures.

Captain Hattaway visits the
village weekly to treat the vil-
lagers for such diseases as dy-
sentery, malaria and dental in-
fections. He also has set up &
preventive medicine program
for the improvement of sanita-
tion and garbage facilities, and
is training one of the wvillagers
to treat minor infections an
diseases.

Enemy Mortars Silenced For Good

QUAN LOI (USA) — The 1st
Battalicn, 2nd Infantry, on a
patrol
northeast of Saigon,
uncovered a cache of 43
Chinese Communist 82mm mor-
tar rounds.

Two of the platoons moved out
just after dawn. Their mission
was te locate and destroy an
enemy mortar position.

The 1st Infantry Division men
worked their way

approximately 75 miles |
recently |

ing into a clearing.

“We had reached our (first
check point and following stand-
ard procedure I sent cut clover-
leafs (overlapping circular
sweeps to secure all sides), to
scout our flanks,” explained 1st
Lieutenant Robert Digianvitto-
rio. the patrol leader.

The cloverleaf teams moved

| out on a circular pattern to the

through a |

thick tangle of bamboo for more |
| than 1,000 yards finally break-

left and right. Minutes later,
Specialist 4 Daniel Shipman, the
lieutenant’s radioman, heard his
call sign crackle.

“] think we’ve got something
here,”” Staff Sergeant Julius
Davis reported in. “I can se¢
bunkers to my left. I'm goimng
in to check them out.”

Sergeant Davis had spotted
six VC storage bunkers and an
enemy mortar emplacement.
Four of the bunkers containé
Chinese mortar rounds, while
the remaining two served as 2
sleeping area for the enemy.

The enemy mortars were left
in the bunkers and blown I
place.
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Network—Channel 11

(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)
(Guide For Week of July 3-9, 1968

(Saigon Area)

2200 Gunsmoke
Wednesday July 3 2300 Update News
1830 Eigr: (IJn 2 2305 Feature Movie
ost In opace
1930 News-Sports-Weather l?gu:llday July y
3 Cre o Bliora T
nsig s
2005 Information Feature 1245 Sacred Heart
2030 The Monkees };aog sPrIr:_:e Of Peace
2100 Ay Willlams _Show 150 Feature Movie
ports
Halftime Headlines 1833 gg;bf".'}l’.’gops"e"“‘
2300 New Headlines 1730 Can You Hear Me
Thursday July 4 | 180 G.E College Bowl
1830 Sian On 1830 Danny Thomas Hour
Voyage To The 1930 News-Sports-Business
Boftom Of The Sea 2000 Channel 11 Billboard
1930 News-Sports-Weather o gindqrwiofhWemum
2000 Channel 11 Billboard <) el Telephone Hour
Insight Kit Carson Scouts ‘22% Ed Sullivan
2005 Information Feature 2300 3“20?“’”
2030 Dick Van Dyke st b A
2100 Kraft Music Hall el ikl
2000 Perry Mason Monday July 8
2300 Feature Movie 1730 What's Happening
2305 {\mke Douglas Show My Three Sons
Fnday July 5 1800 News Headlines
1830 Sign On Daniel Boone
L 1900 G.E. College Bowl
Wild Wild West 1930 News-Sports
1930 News-Sports-Weather 2000 Weoihe?
2000 Channel 11 Billboard Hollywood Pal
Insight Postal 2100 Inslgvhtoo Sl
2005 Combat Mission Impossible
2100 Bewitched 2200 Late News
2130 The Lucy Show What's Happening
%2?033 IBr:gT:\:rﬁu‘ﬁnl 32 2205 Operation: Entertainment
g )
2300 Update News ; Tuesday July 9
2305 The Desperate Hours 1730 What's Happening
Saturday Jully 67| LoV OniA Rootiop
1230 ;lew? Headlines BTngsVulli‘:r AL
ports
1500 Pro Bowler's Tour }% EL‘E;?SF::?;#S
1600 Flying Fisherman 2000 Weather
1630 American Sportsman Dean Martin
1730 How Life Begins 2100 Insight
1830 Young People's Concert Gunsmoke
2000 Channel 11 Billboard 2200 Late News
A Quest For Certainty What's Happening
2030 Johnny Midnight 2205 Feature Movie

|Beetle Bailey

By Mort Wolkerl

WELL, MY
TIME 15 MORE
VALUABLE
THAN
YOUR
TIME/

OH, YOU'RE
NOT THAT BuSsY/!
IT'LL ONLY TAKE
YOU FIVE

SECONDS.

M'LL ONLY

TAKE ME
FIVE

KNUCKLES
TO --

iwag By (B

pasisess s gl W] © ] iy s

2

HOW COME I CAN
NEVER TELL THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN YOUR VEGETABLE
SOUP AND YOUR BEEF

HOwW DARE THEY
SAY SUCH THINGS

WHO DO THEY
THINK. I AM...
THE PRESIDENT 2

Polssmes sl e A e e i sesnns g Berg O

REALLY
ISNIT
MUCH

DIFFERENCE

4
s s

(o e

2
0o S H P, o

g

o

TLAST SYMMEE | WAS HOME AND
DOING THE SAME THINA.”

LONESOME 7! HOW CAM 40U BE
LONESOME IN A PLACE S0 FULL
OF KIDS 7 How CAN 40U BE
LONESOME WHEN THERE'S 50
MUCH TO DO AROUND HERE 7

SOPHIE, HOW CAN 4oU
POSSIBLY BE LONESOME IN
A PLACE LIKE THIS 7

=

THE MORE YU TALK, THE
MORE LONESOME T GET!

SOPHIE, WE'VE
60T TO CURE
LOUR LONESOMENESS..

WHY DON'T WE WRITE A LETTER TO
Rl T
MALL
[UHAT YOU'VE BEEN DOING (WILL 6ET
HOUR MIND OFF 4OUR PROBLEMS...

0U DICTATE (WHAT 40U (WANT
TO SAY, AND I'LL WRITE IT..

" DEAR MoM ) / THAT ISN'T
AND PAD, I'" |{ EXACTLY WHAT

I MEAjI!/

i

I'} NOT LONESOME ANY MORE.,
I MET THIS KEEN LITTLE KID
FROM THE BOYS® CAMP ACROSS
THE LAKE...HES MY FRIEND!

WAIT HERE..IL
BRING HIM TO 40U...

WELL, CLARA, TS
BEEN A PRETTY
GOOD TWO WEEKS,
HASN'T IT?

- =
T DONT KNOW..T LIKE HIM AND
E's A 600D SHORTSTOP AND ALL
HAT, BUT I STILL SAY HE'S THE
FUNNIEST LOOKING KID I'VE EVER SEEN
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One-Armed Tiger Still Growls

RACH KIEN (USA) — An ex-
Viet Cong, whose left arm was
recently blown off by his former
allies, has continued to fight as
a Tiger Scout with the 9th In-
fantry Division.

Le Van Lam, joined the 3d
Battalion, 39th Infantry, after

rallying to the Government of

Vietnam under the Chieu Hoi
Program.

He was working as a scout on
a road clearing and escort mis-
sion with 18 men in five vehicles
when a VC company opened
fire on the small column. He
was in the lead vehicle which
received a direct hit with a B-40
rocket. The blast severed his

Ignoring the pain, he picked
up one of few intact M-16 rifles
and killed three Viet Cong in the
first burst, firing one-handed.

The 3d Brigade troopers and
the scout continued to return a
heavy volume of fire until the
enemy withdrew.

Lam was evacuated to an
ARVN hospital in Saigon where

Loss of his left arm doesn’t stop Tiger Scout Le-Van Lam from taking on (mofher mission.

‘Tuy Hod’ Flies 1,000 Miles

TUY HOA (USAF)—The City
of Tuy Hoa gets around.

In fact, it moves out at the
rate of about 1,000 miles per
day. But every night it always
returns to its roosting spot 235
miles northeast of Saigon on the
coast of the South China Sea,
and there it stays until the

morning, when it’s off again.

Actually, in addition to being
a medium-sized city of about
15,000 people, the City of Tuy
Hoa is also the name of an Air
Force C-130 Hercules which re-
cently began flying an airline-
style schedule between Tuy Hoa
air base and four other bases in
the Republic of Vietnam.

From:

Mail THE OBSERVER Home
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Leaving Tuy Hoa at 9 a.m.
daily, the City of Tuy Hoa visits
Cam Ranh Bay, Qui Nhon, Tan
Son Nhut and Pleiku air bases
before returning to Tuy Hoa at
7 p.m. that night.

The big plane and the men
who fly her are assigned to
Task Force Alpha, a C-130 air-
lift unit attached to the 834th
Air Division, the organization
which controls all U.S. airlift
missions within the Republic.

““The purpose of the new run,”
commented Lieutenant Colcnel
Virgil W. Munsey, commander
of the task force, ‘“‘is to pro-
vide a scheduled, reliable
means of transportation be-
tween Tuy Hoa and other ma-
jor bases in this part of the
country.

“For example,”” he continued,
“there is a lot of traffic be-
tween here and Cam Ranh Bay
—people going on R and R trips,
coming in from the states, re-
turning to the states, and so
forth. Before, those people had
to wait around and hope for a
flight, catching what they could.
Now, however, they have one
flight each day on a regular
schedule—one they can depend
on and plan accordingly.”

his arm was amputated and
shrapnel was removed from his
head, side and back. He was
transferred to the 24th Evacua-
tion Hospital in Long Binh
where he spent three weeks in
intensive care.

As soon as he could talk the
doctors into releasing him, he
went back to Rach Kien to join
the battalion and his new-found
friends and allies.

Today, Lam goes out with the
battalion just as he did before
the amputation. Firing a weapon
has proven no problem. Using
the underarm firing position, he
was what his American friends
say is uncanny accuracy.

“At first he was bothered by
it, but now,”’ said Private First
Class Curtis Barnett, ‘““he has
more determination and drive
than just about any man in the
division. He is doing a great
joh."

VC Bell
Tolls??

CHU LAI (USA)—For whom
the bell tolls? It was supposed
to toll for an element of Ameri-
cal Division’s 196th Infantry
Brigade, according to a sign
placed by the Viet Cong north-
west of Tam Ky recently.

F troop, 17th Armored Cavalry
was on a search and clear op-
eration when the cavalrymen
came upon a bell with a sign
which read:

‘““‘Americans! Ring this bell
and the VC will come and slit
your throats.”

After checking the bell
thoroughly for booby traps, the
196th Cavalrymen accepted the
challenge and rang the large bell
several times. But no VC showed
up.

Tired NV As Return

CAMP ENARI (USA) — Tired
NVA soldiers slowly walked in-
to U.S. installations waving
their multi-colored safe conduct
passes.

After initial questioning, they

complained that the food, mili-
tary supplies and the news from

home are all resupplied spo-
radically.

Recently in the 4th Infantry

Division’s area of operations in
the highlands of Vietnam, the
most common complaint has
been the lack of current news.

“Even their political officers
are saying little,”” stated Captain
Maurice Peerenboom, a mem-
ber of the division’s PSYOPS
team.

To meet this need of inform-
ing the enemy on current
news, the “Binh Minh’’ (First
Light) PSYOPS newspaper was
created. It uses a comprehen-
sive system of graphics and
color to accentuate the hard-
news articles. Political and re-
cent military exploits are well
covered and the paper also has
editorials.

In one editorial, the question
of peace was raised this way:
“If Hanoi is sincere in bringing
about peace, they have nonethe-
less threatened to break-off the
peace talks if the U.S. does not
meet all the demands of North
Vietnam. Is this a sincere ef-
fort toward peace?”’

Recent enemy defections to
the Government of Vietnam are
highlighted in one section of the
‘paper, while another section
covers battles fought through-
out Vietnam. The battle stories
include statistics on enemy and
friendly casualties.

The six-page newspaper is air
dropped in single, numbered
pages into enemy areas.

“Binh Minh” looms as more
than an interesting theoretical
possibility. According to the
number of Hoi Chanhs who
have mentioned the newspaper,
it has proven to be an effec-
tive, functional tool of the divi-
sion’s PSYOPS coperation.

Gal Passes
Gls Ammo

DAU TIENG (USA) — A Viet-
namese woman inadvertently
caught in a firefight earned her
Combat Infantryman’s Badge in
the eyes of the men of the Re-
connaissance Platoon, 2nd Bat-
talion (Mech), 22nd Infantry.

The old woman, who frequent-
ly sells soft drinks to the 3rd
Brigade 25th Infantry Division
platoon as it sweeps the roads
from Dau Tieng to Tay Ninh,
was caught up in the firefight
when a Viet Cong force opened
up on the unit with RPG rock-
ets.

While the battle raged, she
gamely huddled on the side of
the road behind one of the pla-
toon’s armored personnel car-
riers, reloading M-16 magazines
as they were handed to her, then
tossing them back to the troop-
ers.

During the middle of the bat-
tle one G.I. jokingly asked
whether he could buy a Coke.

Looking up briefly from her
magazines of ammunition, the

‘old woman coolly responded,

“No sweat, G.I. Cokes free to-
day!”’

! of Qui Nhon.

Bt P

AIR SUFPORT-——-An Air Force jet streaks by troopers of the 1st

Battalion, 50th Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade, during

combat operations against a large NVA force 35 miles l:IOI'“‘
(USA PHOTO By: Sp 4 Ralph Dixon)
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ON THE WAY—An Army howitzer battery sends ancther round of deadly artillery fire on its way toward enemy positions,

{(USA PHOTO)

Molten Inferno

Four Saved From Certain Death

CAM RANH BAY (USAF)—
Four Vietnamese civilians were
saved from a fiery death re-
cently by two Air Force ser-
geants from Detachment 8, 38th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Squadron here.

Sergeants Gary P. Bryant,
and Daniel T. Nungesser, both
Pararescue medics, were en-
route fo the Army Support Faci-
lity from the air base. Halfway
to their destination they saw a
lar_ge civilian asphalt truck
which had overturned and
spread molten asphalt over the
wreckage and road. The heater
unit in the rear of the truck was
on fire, The truck’s fuel tanks
had‘ruptured and were slowly
feeding the blaze, and three
Vietnamese could be seen
trapped in the wreckage,

The two rescuemen jumped
from their vehicle and ran
through the molten asphalt on
three separate occasions and
pulled the victims from the

wreckage.

After carrying the three men
to a safe distance, the two air-
men administered first aid and
treated them for shock.

As the pair were attempting
to clean the asphalt from the
faces of the survivors, they

heard a moan from the buried
portion of the truck. Running
to the wreck. they found anoth-
er victim trapped beneath the
truck, almost submerged in the
asphalt.

They pried the wreckage apart
and pulled him out. They then

placed him with the others and
were administering first aid
when an Army truck arrived on
the scene. Together with the
Army personnel they loaded the
four injured Vietnamese into the
truck and took them to the 12th

USAF Hospital for treatment.

NV A Soldier Makes Fatal Mistake

PHU BAI (USA) — An NVA
soldier mistook a 101st Airborne
Division night ambush platoon
for his own unit near here re-
cently and failed to realize his
fatal mistake until he was close
enough to shake hands.

“We had reached our ambush
site and were setting up positions
along a canal,” said Lieutenant
James Britton, who leads the
2nd Platoon, Company C, 1st
Battalion (Airborne), 502nd In-
fantry.

_"‘ &

“T spotted three NVA walking
toward my right flank,”” he con-
tinued. *“I was afraid to shoot
for fear of injuring one of my
own men.””

One of the infiltrators silently

walked up to a paratrooper posi-
tion, bent down and started
whispering in Vietnamese.

“I couldn’t understand what
he said but when I looked into
his face I could see that he knew
he had made a big mistake,”

recalled Private First Class
John Leis.
The terrified NVA whirled

about and tried to run away but
a burst from the private’s ma-
chine gun sent him sprawling
to the ground.

Alerted by the shots, the other
two enemy soldiers fled in op-
posite  directions. One was
riddled by the paratroopers be-
fore he could escape.

A search the next morning un-
covered two NVA bodies and a
pair of assault rifles.

The airborne infantrymen also
found a possible clue to the
enemy’s confusion — a map of
an area miles:to the north.

Int Units
Kill 129

RACH KIEN (USA) — Ele-
ments of the 9th Infaniry Divi-
sion’s 1st Brigade caught an
NVA battalion just 15 miles
south of Saigon and killed 129
enemy soldiers during four days
of hot pursuit and heavy fight-
ing, recently. ?

Ten companies of the Brigade
combined for the third time to
surround and seal off the enemy
for the night. Air strikes and
artillery were called in on the
T-shaped stream junction. A
sweep of the area next morning
revealed 42 enemy dead and 18
captured weapons. In addition,
14 VC rallied to the Vietnamese
government that day.

The companies sealed off the
stream junction and woodline
and air strikes and artillery
pounded the enemy in the woods
during the night.

“What’s really significant,”
said Brigade Commander Colo-
nel Henry Emerson, ““is not just
the body count but the Hoi
Chanhs. By using intimate PSY-
OPS, we managed to talk sev-
eral of them right out of there.”

Earlier in the evening two
NVA Hoi Chanhs agreed to
speak to their former comrades
through the hand-held and chop-
per-mounted loudspeakers, The
men flew well into the night ap-
pealing to the NVAs to give up.
The result was 12 more Hoi
Chanhs.

In the morning, the companies
began to sweep the treeline.
Several of the units also swept
to the west of the night posi-
tion.

The 42 bodies they found, in
addition to the 87 body count
from the two previous days,

(Continued On Back Page)

Do Not Use
Enemy Arms

SAIGON (MACY) — In
recent months several in-
cidents have been reported
to COMUSMACV concern-
ing CHICOM AK-47s which
have exploded in use.

MACV Dir 381-24 pro-
hibits use of the captured
weapons and munitions.
There are two very good
reasons for this:

First, the degree of
quality control exercised
in the manufacture of Com-
munist Bloc arms varies
from excellent to poor. The
allied soldier who uses a
captured weapon is gambl-
ing that it will not blow up
in his face, causing either
serious injury or death.

Secondly, retention of
these weapons by the in-
dividual deprives allied
agencies of information re-
quired for technical intelli-
gence purposes, which in
turn benefits every soldier
in the field.
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Peace Of Mind

Ask yourself what you find most burdensome about
your tour in Vietnam, and chances are you’ll agree that
it’s not the weather or living conditions, as much as being
far from home. For the serviceman, a tour in Vietnam
means a year during which he is separated by 12,000 long
miles from his family and loved ones. It’s a year in which
bonds which may have been formed over long periods of
time are subject to great stress and tension—sometimes

to break or become frayed.

A talk with any chaplain or Red Cross representative
will confirm the fact that most of the men who suffer
from emotional strain because of the hardships of separa-
tion suffer needlessly; many of the problems they face
can easily be solved or avoided. How? By regular cor-
respondence with those back home.

You're far away from home; the news you get may be
about your brother’s school, the dog’s litter or your wife’s
driving lessons. But, whatever the news is, you're glad to
get it! The letter you receive shows you that those back
home are thinking about you—that they care. Over lLere,
news from home is number one on everyone’s “want list.”

By the same token, your friends and relatives in-the
states anxiously await your letters. Whether you talk
about your welfare and future plans, or just about “what’s
been going on,” your mail home is not only wanted, }:‘)ut
needed, so that your wife, parents or sweetheart can enjoy
peace of mind. A little consideration can do a lot toward
keeping those long-distance lines of understanding open.

And postage is free. (MACV)

Viewing Vietnam

SAIGON (MACV) — The fami-
ly is the basic unit in Vietnam-
ese society and is of utmost im-
portance in the life of every
Vietnamese. The family in-
cludes not only the living, but
those who have died and those
who are yet to be born. Ances-
tors are given the highest re-
spect by the Vietnamese. For
example, the Vietnamese have
festivals where ancestors are
revered during special ceremo-
nies. It is also a common prac-
tice to discuss the grandsons
and great-grandsons who are
yet to be born to carry on the
family name.

Being a member of a family
places serious obligations on the
individual. Members owe their
first allegiance to their respec-
tive families. They have a seri-
ous obligation to insure that
their relatives are free from
want. To shirk one’s duties is
to risk losing one’s honor in the
community. :

The structure of the immedi-
ate family is somewhat differ-
ent from what the American is
accustomed to. The immediate
family usually consists of three

generations: a senior couple, a
married son with his wife and
children, and the senior couple’s
unmarried children. The senior
couple is given the highest re-
spect by the other members of
the family. The father, the for-
mal head of the household,
makes all of the important de-
cisions. His wife manages the
household but is obedient to her

husband in carrying out her
duties.
Because the family is the

single most important unit in
Vietnamese society, an insight
into the role of the Vietnamese
family can help you in your as-
sociations with the Vietnamese
people. This insight can make
you more appreciative of Viet-
namese culture and more will-
ing to respect what you see.
Remember, just as there is
nothing in the world more dear
to you than your family, so the
same is true of the Vietnamese.
Show the Vietnamese the same
respect that you would have
him show you, were he to come
to your country and into your
home.

Respect his family.

FIRST IN VIETNAM
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Just In Case

You Have
Not Heard

Weapons Role
Changing Fast

WASHINGTON — Lead time
to procure new Army equipment
is two to three times as long as
that required to activate and
train new units. Despite 25 per
cent increase since 1961 in the
number of division forces for
which it must buy equipment,
ammunition and war reserve
stocks, the Army has chalked
up these gains:

Field artillery structure has
been revised, and self propelled,
large-caliber artillery pieces
have been introduced to step up
sustained fire capabilities by 85
per cent.

In 1961, most of the Army’s
medium tanks had only 90mm
guns, unsophisticated sighting
and aiming devices, and gaso-
line engines with limited range.
Today, the Army has several
thousand M60 tanks with highly
effective fire control systems,
larger guns, and diesel engines,
with double range over the
older version. Medium and light
tanks are being introduced with
new Shillelagh combination gun
and missile system.

Comparing the helicopters,
2,750 helicopters of which only
200 had turbine engines were on
hand in 1961. Today the Army
has more than 6,500 helicop-
ters, with 4,500 of these powered
by turbine engines. Helicopter
lift in terms of troop miles has
increased eight fold. (AD)

& £

’Heip Wanted'
By USAREC

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
Army Recruiting Command is
seeking experienced non com-
missioned officers for recruiting
duty in the United States.

Increasing emphasis on get-
ting the maximum number of
voluntary enlistments and inten-
sified recruiting opera-
tions throughout the country
have increased the need for
Army recruiters.

Recruiters are assigned to the
Recruiting Command on a vol-
untary basis. Mature, experi-
enced individuals with a broad
knowledge of the Army and its
career opportunities are needed.

Army Regulation 601-275,
““United States Army Recruiting
Command,” describes the nec-
essary qualifications and appli-
cation procedures for recruiting
duty.

Army commanders have been
requested to encourage qualified
NCOs to submit applications for
this duty and to expedite ad-
ministrative actions associated
with applications for recruiting
duty. If you meet all these
requirements contact our unit
commander today. (ANF)

BLOND AND BEAUTIFUL — Everyone recognizes the beautiful

Elke Sommer. The talented young aciress can currently be
seen in the Vietnam area in “The Wicked Dreams Of Paula
Shultz.” We all agree that we would like to walk into a house
and find her there waiting to welcome us home.

New Scopes Place

Enemy In

WASHINGTON (USA)—Work-
ing at night, U.S. infantrymen
in Vietnam set up an ambush
position. This night they have a
special tactical advantage.
Their patrol leader is carrying
a small starlight scope that lets
him see in the darkness.

He sees a company-sized Viet
Cong force moving toward his
position and, a short distance
behind, another advancing ene-
my company. He lets the first
unit pass, then hits the second,
creating so much confusion
among the enemy that they be-
gin shooting at each other.

The starlight scope that aid-
ed the soldiers in this success-
ful mission is one of the latest
tactical night wision devices
that give U.S. fighting men a
clear view of the enemy at
night. :

The devices, which range
from hand-held starlight scopes
to larger night vision sights for
crew-served weapons and more

Spotlight
distant viewing, were developed
by the Night Vision Laboratory
of the Army  Electronics Com-
mand, and elements of the Army
Materiel Command.

Although many of these de-
vices are now in use in Viet-
nam, they were only recently
made public by the Electronics
Command at Fort Monmouth,
N.J.

Essentially, this new genera-
tion of night vision items dif-
fers from its predecessors in
that older equipment depended
on an infrared source to bathe
a target area in low frequency
imperceptible to the naked
eye but viewable with goggles.

The new system uses various
screens and lenses to amplify
the dim glow of the moon, stars
or even faint skyglow and in-
tensifies it within the target
area of the scope.

Since the soldier using it does
not generate a light source, he
does not risk giving away his
position. (ANF)

Is Your Voice Heard In

WASHINGTON — Even
though absentee voting privi-
leges are afforded military per-
sonnel by every state, common
wealth, and tevritory, not all
permit absentee registration.

Alabama and Louisiana voting
laws still require registration in
person.

California recommends that
registration and application for
absentee ballot be made at least
60 days before the election.

However, applications received
later will be accepted.

The State of Texas provides a
special type of registration for
military personnel, their
spouses and dependents, who
did not get a chance to register
during the regular 4-month reg-
istration period preceding Feb
1, 1968. If a Texan is stationed
outside of the state and did not
register during the regular reg-
istration period, his application
by Federal Post Card Applica-
tion (FPCA) for an absentee
ballot is treated as an applica-

Your Vote?

tion for registration also, and
the county clerk will register
him for that election if the in-
formation on the FPCA shows
him to be a qualified voter.

It behooves each serviceman,
regardless of his state or com-
monwealth, to seek out the
particulars required for his ap
plication. The necessary infor-

mation and an FPCA are
obtained through unit voting
officers.

Your franchise is your voice
in freedom. See your unit voting
officer today. (USN)
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Leatherneck Lt

PHU BAI (USMC) — A Ma-
rine lay spread-eagle on the
ground while enemy snipers
zeroed in on him. He didn’t fear
the enemy bullets.

He was lying flat on a live
hand grenade, waiting for the
last sound he would ever hear.

“I didn’t have a long time to
think about it. There was a gre-
nade on the ground and there
was nothing I could do but fall
on it fo protect my men.”
Speaking was First Lieutenant

Slays 14

DA NANG (USMC) — With
Navy Seabees serving as for-
ward observers, a Marine cor-
poral aimed his 106mm recoil-
less rifle, fired into total dark-
ness and recorded 14 confirmed
enemy Kills.

It began when Seabees of
MCB-128 were alerted last week
by enemy wmovement south of
their position. They radioed the
nearby Marine outpost atop
Marble Mountain, Corporal Jim
Akin headed the 3rd Battalion,
27th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division outpost.

He was willing to help, but
was unable to see his target be-
cause it was so dark.

“There was no moon that
night,”” declared the corporal.
“Where the Seabees saw the
movement was an open area
surrounded by trees.”

The problem of darkness was
overcome, when Corporal Akin
explained to the Seabees how to
plot for the initial round, then
adjust the fire accordingly. He
fired the rounds where he was
told and hoped for the best.

Following the Leatherneck’s
instructions, the Seabees kept
the Marine and recoilless rifle
on target.

The next morning, a patrol

found 14 North Vietnamese
bodies, packs and combat gear.

Howard W. Langdon, Jr., com-
manding officer of Company C,
1st Reconnaissance Battalion,
1st Marine Division.

The incident occurred near
Phu Bai as Lieutenant Langdon
led his platoon off a helicopter
dqrmg a routine reconnaissance
mission.

“The chopper landed in an
open area,” the lieutenant ex-
plained. “My point man and I
were the first to leave the chop-
per. As soon as we touched the
ground, we began taking enemy
small arms fire. Suddenly, a
grenade landed on the ground
only a few yards from the heli-
copter. An explosion would have
injured several of my men and
could have damaged the heli-
copter.”

Lieutenant Langdon fell on
the grenade, covering it with
his body. He signaled his patrol
to remain on the chopper and

the helicopter to take off. That j

left the lieutenant and his point
man. ;

“My point man thought I'd
been wounded,” he continued,
‘“and ran to help me. I yelled
for him to stay away from me.
Rounds were coming in all the
time. My point man took cover
behind some rocks and an auto-
matic burst stitched the ground
only a few feet away.”

The Marine grabbed the gre-
nade and threw it into some
thick brush. “I can’t understand
why it didn’t explode,” he re-
marked.

“We popped yellow smoke
grenades to designate our posi-
tion and threw red smoke gre-
nades on positions where ene-
my soldiers could be. We never
saw anyone.’

After helicopter gunships
strafed the surrounding area,
another helicopter extracted the
Leathernecks.

“There’s really nothing I can
say,”” the lieutenant concluded.
“It would be an understatement
to say I'm glad the grenade
was a dud!”

The OBSERVER

THAT'LL SMART — Starting things off with a bang,

a ﬂ'l GI'I'IET—

of an ARVN Long Range Patrol team, working with the 4th
Infantry Division’s 2nd Brigade LRP, hurls a hand grenade at
a passing enemy patrol near Oasis. ;

(USA PHOTO By: Sp4 Nick Pasdikoff)

Abn Unit

BONG SON (USA) — Para-
troopers of the 173rd Airborne
Brigade supported by gunships
from the 61st Assault Helicop-
ter Company recently killed 31
Viet Cong in sampans near the
mouth of the Song Lai river,
50 miles north of Qui Nhon.

Companies A and B of the
2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry,
had been pushing east toward
the South China Sea while on a
reconnaissance in force mission
during Operation Cochise-Green.

Captain Frederick Peters,
Company A commander, stated
“We had been receiving harass-
ing fire since beginning the op-
eration, so we were sure we
had a good-sized force on the
run.”

Observation aircraft spotted
several sampans headed for a
flotilla of fishing boats just off
shore. Closer surveillance re-
vealed that all the sampans
contained young men, many of
whom were trying to hide in
the bottom of the boats.

Two gunships were called in
and engaged the sampans, sink-
ing one and killing 11 Viet Cong,
before they intermingled with
the fishing boats. Twenty more
VC were killed as they tried to
make it to shore.

Night Helo Assault Works

PHUOC VINH (USA)—Para-
troopers from the 101st Airborne
Division caught the enemy off
guard near here recently with a
surprise night heliborne assault,
killing four Viet Cong and de-
taining five suspects.

“As far as I can determine,
this was the first time this sort
of thing has ever been done in
Vietnam,” said Major John B.
Sharp, brigade operations offi-
cer, as he described the method
of deployment.

Two battalions were inserted
without previous artillery prep-
arations on the landing zones
(LZs) as the paratroopers be-
gan the cordon and search of a
suspected Viet Cong staging

area.

The only warning the enemy
had was the sudden appearance
of 1 million-candle-power flares
dropped by the Air Force.

Airborne infantrymen from
the 1st Battalion, (airborne),
187th Infantry hit their three
strategic LZs without interfer-
ence. As the element of sur-
prise faded, however, part
of the 2nd Battalion (airborne),
506th Infantry was forced to
land on a “hot” LZ.

Tracer bullets criss-crossed
the sky as the enemy attempted
to down the troop-bearing heli-
copters. Three ‘‘choppers” in
trail were hit by enemy cross-
fire, but no one was injured.

GET OUT QUICK! — Recon feam

i AT

races from the jungle’s edge t

o an awaiting base camp bound chopper.
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Before dawn the paratroopers
had completely sealed off the
villages and a helicopter hov-
ered overhead broadcasting in-
structions in Vietnamese to the
inhabitants.

At daybreak Vietnamese Na-
tional Police, aided by the
Screaming Eagles, began their
search. Suspects were held for
questioning.

One revealed that he was a
member of an NVA regiment.
Another turned out to be the
executive officer of an -enemy
medical group.

Meanwhile Cobra gunships
flew overhead in support of the
ground action. Six enemy sam-
pans were blasted from a neigh-
boring river while trying to es-
cape the trap.

.The four enemy soldiers were
killed as they tried to break
through the encircling para-
troopers.

Happiness Is:
A Dud Mortar

CHU LAI (USA) — Happiness
was a dud mortar round for an
infantryman from Americal Di-
vision’s 196th Infantry Brigade.

The men of Company A, 4th
Battalion, 31st Infantry, were
moving slowly up a trail to
their night location.

Private First Class Freddie
Rausch, a newcomer, had as-
sumed duties as grenadier and
was walking near the end of
the squad when his foot struck
a Viet Cong booby trap.

As he tripped it, PFC Rausch
heard a pop and felt a burning
sensation under his foot.

“I was really scared when I
heard that detonator go off,”
recalled the PFC. “I didn’t
know what had happened, but
I'll tell you, I was really re-
lieved to know the booby trap
was attached to a dud round.”

When he unearthed the trap,
he found that the VC had booby
trapped a 60mm mortar round.

“I consider myself very
lucky,” smiled the infantryman,
“and you might say that hap-
piness for me was a dud mortar
round.”
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Typical’ Gl Joins Army’s Navy

BEARCAT (USA) — Passing
beneath the “Good Luck’” sign
at the 9th Infantry Division’s
Reliable Academy marks the
end of Larry Reed’s combat
training and the beginning of
its practical use.

Larry arrived in country last
month and had been on the
move ever since. He is typical
of many American fighting men
in Vietnam, a high school grad-
uate, 20 years old, married and
soon to be a father. He calls
Euless, Tex., home, has been
in the Army 10 months and is
a Private First Class.

Larry’s first impression of
Vietnam as he touched ground,
after an 18-hour flight that end-
ed at Bien Hoa air base, was
unoriginal.

“This is Vietnam?” He, like

many others, expected a mad
dash for safety as fighting
raged all about him.

Arriving at Bearcat, the divi-
sion’s base camp, he was in for
another surprise. In the initial
processing, he was fold he had
been assigned to the 3rd Battal-
ion, 60th Infantry, Mobile River-
ine Force. The first part sound-
ed normal, but “What the hell
is a Mobile Riverine Force?”

After plaguing the “short-tim-
ers”’ for information, Larry
learned he was soon to be a
part of a joint Army-Navy op-
eration in the Mekong Delta.

“There sure is a lot I don’t
understand,” he commented.
“The Army on ships?”’

The next five days were brim-
ming with information. The Re-
liable Academy runs a multi-

Coastguardsmen

Do Their Share

DA NANG (USCG) — There
aren’t many Coastguardsmen in
Vietnam. Yet they do a giant’s
share of eliminating the flow of
enemy arms, supplies and men
into South Vietnam by sea.

Part of this service’s opera-
tion in Vietnam is Coast Guard
Division 12 in Da Nang. Its
boats combine with Navy boats
and air units in Operation Mar-
ket Time to patrol the country’s
coastline.

One of the division’s 82-foot
(Coast Guard Patrol Boats) is
the Point Gammon. Her six
patrols along the coastline of I
Corps, the five northern prov-
inces of South Vietnam, may
take her to the DMZ or . the
southern edge of the area. Each
month the Coastguardsmen
check an average of more than
300 fishing junks.

In certain patrol areas the
Point Gammon must make sure
that restricted waters are kept
free from junk traffic. Violators
have their junk log books
stamped with the time and
place of offense. According to
Lieutenant Junior Grade James
Morgan, commanding officer of
the Point Gammon, junks
caught a second time lose their
fishing rights for #0 days.

Each fishing junk stopped by
Lieutenant Morgan’s boat will
receive a map outlining the re-
stricted areas. The Point Gam-
mon also distributes informa-

tion on the government’s Chieu
Hoi (Open Arms) Program.
Each packet contains informa-
tion on where a Viet Cong may
turn himself in and the rewards
for weapons ‘and information.
All of the Market Time patrol
craft are Chieu Hoi stations.

Besides patrolling the coast-
line in search of enemy junks,
the Point Gammon also is
called upon occasionally to pro-
vide supporting fire for shore
based troops. Her 8lmm mor-
tar fires illumination and high
explosive rounds much like a
cannon. It can also deter an
enemy junk from trying to es-
cape.

The Coast Guard’'s patrol
has netted several caches of
enemy personnel and weapons.
Largest was an enemy trawler
loaded with hundreds of weap-
ons that was caught last sum-
mer. One of the Coast Guard
patrol boats was credited with
knocking out its pilot house and
making escape impossible.

Most of the junks the Point
Gammon stops will have their
papers in order. The number
of people detained will be small.
Yet without patrols by boats
such as the Point Gammon, in-
filtration of Viet Cong men and
arms could soar. “I'd estimate
that we stop around 90 per cent
of the infiltration just by our
presence,” concluded Lieuten-
ant Morgan. :

Brave Radioman Saves
Injured And Weapons

LANDING ZONE JEANNE
(USA)—Specialist 4 Lyndon D.
Worley, a member of the 1st
Air Cavalry Division’s Company
C, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry,
went through an experience that
he’s not likely to forget for a
long while.

The specialist, a radio-teletype
operator with the company’s 3rd
Platoon, was moving down a
road with his unit, when they
ran into an enemy ambush. The
2nd Platoon was immediately
pinned down and elements of the
3rd gradually began crawling
forward, ftrying to suppress
enemy fire and evacuate the
men that were initially wounded.

Lugging his radio on his back,
Specialist Worley moved into the
dnd Platoon area and began

moving the wounded and their
weapons to the rear.

As enemy fire continued, the
radioman called for aerial rocket
artillery (ARA) support. The
rockets soon filled the air.

As artillery began pounding
enemy positions, the last ele-
ments of the platoon had been
moved to the rear, but the
specialist noticed from his posi-
tion that the job was not yet
complete. An M-16 rifle, grenade
launcher and pistol were still
in the evacuated area.

Again he crawled forward,
with ARA slamming in front of
him, policed up the weapons
which had been left behnid, and,
carrying the three weapons (plus
his own weapon and radio),
moved to the rear to join his
platoon.

purpose combat training course
in which new recruits are given
time to adjust to the heat, get
familiar with the M-16 rifle and
have refresher courses on a few
of the finer points of combat
knowledge possibly overlooked
in stateside training.

Senus and ready, Larry Reed joins the Mobile Riverine Force.

“I knew a great deal more
when I came out of the Acade-
my than before I went in,” Lar-
ry explained. His basic and ad-
vanced individual training, both
af Et:'Polk, La, “: - ‘didn’t
cgver everything,” he conclud-
ed.

After graduation came the fi-

nal leg of the journey to his
unit and the life he had spent
so many months training for.
Transportation was arranged on
a Huey helicopter headed for
Dong Tam, the 9th Division’s
Mekong Delta base camp.
- Carrying three duffel bags of
gear, which “. . . get heavier
by the minute,”” he headed out
for the helipad at 5 a.m.

Sitting on his bags watching
the sun rise over the land he
will spend the next year in, Lar-
ry’s thoughts became seriously
personal. He thought of home
and asked himself a hundred
questions which can only be an-
swered through experience,
Faced with his first helicopter
ride, first time on any ship and
first firefight, he hoped to get
to his unit quickly.

“I'm here and can’t leave,”
he said. “I just want to find
out what it is all about.”

On the chopper he enjoyed
the crispness of the early morn-
ing air, in great contrast with
the humid heat at ground level.

Looking out over the Mekong
Delta, he said with a slight
Texas drawl, “I didn’t know
Vietnam was this flat with so
much water standing on it.”

In Dong Tam, he lugged him-
self and his equipment down to
the docks to await the regularly
running shuttle boat which
would deliver him to the USS
Colleton, his new home.

Sweaty, tired and a little
scared he reported into Compa-
ny B orderly room on the sec-
ond level below the main deck.
Within 15 minutes he had signed
into the unit, received a bunk,
put his gear away and met a
few of the men.

With a sigh of relief, Larry
wrapped it ‘up by saying, “I’'m
glad I'm here, because now I
don’t have to worry about com-
ing.”

Proof Positive

Enemy Heeds

PLEIKU (USAF) — For the
men of the Air Force psycho-
logical warfare squadrons, the
day-by-day work just goes on.
Speaker and leaflet missions
are flown, as directed by the
Military Assistance Command
Vietnam (MACV). Millions of
leaflets are dropped on suspect-
ed enemy positions. Powerful
speakers broadcast surrender
and Chieu Hoi appeals.

However, they seldom, if
ever, are able to connect one of
the thousands of Hoi Chanhs
with a particular mission. In
this war the all-important Bomb
Damage Assessment (BDA) is
usually reserved for the fighters
and bombers.

But, the men of Flight B, 9th
Air Commando Squadron, based
at Pleiku air base, last week
did receive confirmed BDA on
one of their flights when a 20
year old North Vietnamese sol-
dier turned himself in to mem-
bers of the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion’s 3rd Battalion, 8th Infan-
try at their fire base northwest
of Dak To.

The new Hoi Chanh, PFC Luu
Troung Giang, said that he had
heard the broadcasts from the
little airplane, and frightened of
the additional B-52 strikes that
were promised, he looked for a
place to surrender.

For the pilot of the psywar
plane, Major Billy Rentz, it was
a particularly satisfying mis-
sion.

That day’s mission was the
only one flown into the area
where Giang was with his unit.

But the North Vietnamese sol-
dier had a powerful reason to
believe the message of ‘‘A new
life in South Vietnam or burial
in an unmarked grave far from
home” that was broadcast by
Rentz’ plane. He had witnessed
the strikes many times before.

PFC Giang’s unit, the 3rd
Battalion, 101D Regiment, 325C
Division, had participated in the
siege of Con Thien, and then in
the 71-day siege of Khe Sanh
this spring. The full impact of

g

Giunf.speakers mounted in aircraft are used by PSYOPS teams.

Broadcast

the B-52 strikes he had seen
and felt underscored the mes-
sage of the tape, and he de-
cided it was time to end his
part of the war. :

Since coming over to the side
of the government of the Re-
public of Vietnam, he has co-
operated eagerly with his new
friends, composing a leaflet to
be dropped on his old comrades
telling of the treatment he has
received, and urging them to
follow him.

P
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The Cobra is a flying arsenal with its 38 rockets, two fixed mini-guns, turret mounted mini-gun and 40 mm rncde qucher.

Choppers Raze Enemy

BEARCAT (USA) — When-
ever the 9th Infantry Division
wants to pick a fight, it calls
upon the gunships and slicks of
Troop D, 3rd Squadron, 5th Ar-
mored Cavalry.

“Our mission is to find and
fix the enemy,” said Major
Duane R. Brofer, troop com-
mander. “Once we have done
this we move out and let larger
units move in.”

Operating under the tactical
banner of the division, the troop
utilizes a three-pronged, light-
ning-quick strike force. It em-
ployes the super-fire attack heli-
copter, the Huey-Cobra; Light
Observation Helicopters (LOHs)
and Troop D’s “Doughboys,”
its crack ground force.

After receiving information
that an area is suspected to con-
tain enemy elements, an LOH
scout team, called *“Warwag-
ons,” is assigned to fly the area
looking for signs of the enemy.
The team consists of two War-
wagons armed with mini-guns,
an M-60 and an M-79.

“I guess you could call us the
bait,”” said First Lieutenant Al-
lan A. Cozalio, a Warwagon
team leader. ‘“We fly low look-
ing for signs of enemy move-
ment. Sometimes they find us,
though.” 1

The Warwagons zip rapidly
over the ground from zero to 50
feet trying to entice enemy fire.
Huey-Cobras fly overhead to
provide support.

“If the Warwagons receive
fire we move right in,” said
Chief Warrant Officer Anthony
M. Ziemecki, a veteran Cobra
pilot. “We immediately engage
the enemy with suppressive
fire. And we have the firepower.
The Cobra is armed with 38
rockets, two fixed mini-guns,
one turret-mounted mini-gun
and a turret mounted 40mm."”

If the area proves highly sus-
pect or if the Warwagons re-
ceive fire, the troop’s small,
elite infantry unit is inserted by
Delta model slicks (UH1
Hueys).

Should they make contact, a
larger force from one of the di-
vision’s brigades is summoned
and the smaller unit extracted.
While on the ground, the Dough-
boys receive maximum security
from the multiple weapons sup-
port of the Cobras.

Since its arrival in Vietnam,
the 5th Armored Cav has par-
ticipated in every major con-
tact of the 9th Division. During
the Tet offensive they were
called to defend the Long Binh
military complex and Bien Hoa
air base.

Story & Photos
By
US Army

A Huey-Cobra strikes in support of 9th Infantry Division ground troo ps under fire from entrenched enemy solles i . eg Delta.
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work in their villages, our for-
mer trainees can care for their
own people with the techniques
they learned from us,” he
added.

At present, the program re-
quires a minimum of one year
of on-the-job training. Addition-
al instruction in the form of a
one-hour class each week is pro-
vided by 1st Dental Company
personnel. A pictorial and
written lesson plan is being
compiled to help the girls un-
derstand their duties more
clearly.

Communication and under-
standing do not present the
problems that might be expect-
ed, however. To be selected for
training, a girl must be able to
read, write and speak English.

Captain Pape located his first
prospective trainee at the 7th
Engineer Battalion command
post, west of Da Nang. She had
been trained as a nurse and
was actually working as a den-
tal assistant at the time.

“We got her to help with our
dental civic action programs,”
he recalled, “‘and it worked out
very successfully. She was able
to translate for our dentists and
technicians as well as keep the
children in line. We decided to
hire more girls and start a real
training program.”

First Dental Company ap-
proached the division’s Indus-
trial Relations Office for help
in locating prospects among the
local civilian population. This
office co-operated with names
of candidates and arrangements
for interviews. The Industrial
Relations Office people say that
the dental training plan seem
to fit in well with government
self-help programs for the Viet-
namese people.
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Americal Division

Company Commander ‘Mr. Lucky’

CHU LAI (USA) — No matter
how short a man gets in Viet-
nam, the unexpected can still
happen — right up to the last
minute.

Captain Vernon A. Campbell
found this out on his last day in
the field as commanding officer

of Company A. 4th Battalion,
3rd Infantry, of the Americal
Division’s 11th Infantry Bri-
gade.

His unit recently made a
combat assault north of the Tra
Khue river five miles west of
Quang Ngai city. As he and his

Tiny Village Receives

SAIGON (USA) — The road
leading into a little village near
Thu Duc was partially washed
out during the rainy season A
dilapidated quonset hut, serving
as the village maternity hospi-
tal, had no electrical facilities.
The 1,386 children in the village
had no place to play. Health
and hygiene conditions were ex-
tremely poor.

This was the state in which

Major Raphael Cuthbertson, civ-
ic action officer for the 50Gth
Field Depot's 277th Supply and
Service Battalion, found Thu
Duc when he visited the village
recently. Now, because of his ef
forts: and those of the men of
the 277th, things are looking
brighter.

Major Cuthbertson contacted
the Army Engineers of Long
Binh Post. They are presently

‘Face Lift'

repairing the voad, and the 277:h
gave the village chizaf three sed
generators, from which the vil
lagers can put together ono
serviceable generator for the
hospital.

The battalion also is pr-ovid
ing playground equipmen! which
will be assembled at the village,
and a MEDCAP is eliminating
the health and hygiene prob-
lems.

men moved along a jungle trail,
Captain Campbell stepped on a
cardboard top of a C-ration box.

Suddenly, there was a flash
and bang, and the captain was
knocked off his feet.

“It sounded like three blast-
ing caps going off at once,” he
said. *“We all froze, and when
I looked around, I saw a small
cloud of smoke, and then more
white smoke and a sputtering
sound off to one side of the
trail.”

The smoke and sputtering
were coming from the mouth of
a 4.2 inch mortar shell. Captain
Campbell had stepped on the
igniter of a booby trap.

“After a while, the sputtering
stopped, and the shell never ex-
ploded,” said the captain.

But the captain’s day wasn't
over yet.

“We started to move out of
the area, carefully checking f_or
more booby traps,” he sa'd
“Then I stepped into a punjl
pit.”” Luckily the punji pits, with
their hidden eight-inch spikes,
were old., “Another man and I
were cut a little by them, but
not seriously,” he added.

Captain Campbell is now as-
signed to Americal Division
headquarters as a briefing offi-

cer for the division’s G2 (in

telligence) section.

“I hated to leave the compa
ny,”” he said. ““‘Some people may
think I used up all my luck
that day, but as far as I'm con,
cerned, I've still got plenty left.

He did have one more com-
ment about his last day in the
field, however. ““Oh, I forgot to
mention it. That night, we gol
mortared.”
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HELPING HANDS—AnR airborne trooper carries a wounded child to a secure area where he can be evacuated.

(USA PHOTO By: Sp4 Roger A. Downs)

Camp Eagle

Airborne Whittles Enemy’s Ranks

CAMP EAGLE (USA) —
Paratroopers from the 101st
Airborne Division’s 1st and 2nd
Brigades killed 55 and recov-
ered 337 enemy bodies from
previous actions during a week
of light and- scattered contact
near- Hue.

The enemy kills pushed Oper-
ation Nevada Eagle's five-week
toll to more than 900. More
than 1,800 weapons also were
csptured during the same peri-
od.

In the largest recent action,
airborne troops from the 2nd
Battalion, 327th Infantry killed

27 as they engaged an estimated
enemy company southwest of
the Imperial City.

The infantrymen called in
artillery and tactical air strikes
on their well-entrenched foes. A
final paratrooper assault drove
them from their positions and
into the dense jungle, where
contact was lost.

A sweep of the battlefield
found 27 enemy bodies, 20
weapons and a 122mm rocket
launcher.

Psychological Operations, also
paid a dividend when a’  Viet
Cong village chief rallied to the

Tots' Hospital

DA NANG (USMC) — The
hometown of a Navy doctor in
Vietnam has donated more
than $3,000 to the Children’s
Hospital in Da Nang.

A check for $3,037.65 was
presented the Hoa Khanh Chil-
dren’s Hospital by Navy Lieu-
tenant Commander James §S.
Phillips. The commander has
been the command surgeon for
the Marine Force Logistic Com-
mand (FLC) in Vietnam since
last summer.

Some 5,000 citizens of Little-

Gets Donation

ton, N.H., got together to sup-
port the hospital, the only one
of its kind in the nothern sector
of South Vietnam, after Dr.
Phillips sent a tape recording to
his wife, Nancy, describing the
facilities and conditions of the
hospital. Mrs. Phillips took the
tape to the Littleton Rotary
Club, which started a fund
drive. :

Girl Scouts put donation boxes
in stores; children sold soda
bottles; churches contributed
generously, and the money
raised was sent to Dr. Phillips.

government side because all of
his soldiers had been captured
by division elements.

The troopers had detained 58
suspects the day before.

Meanwhile airborne forces
captured 31,000 pounds of rice
in one day as they continued the

rice denial phase of the opera-
tion.

The rest of the week’s action
featured successful ambushes
of small enemy elements north-
west of the city. The enemy
lost eight dead to the para-
troopers surprise tactics.

Intantry Units Kill 129...

(Continued From Page 1)
brought the brigade’s four day
total to 129.

Many individual and crew-
served weapons, medical sup-
plies, and much ammunition
were captured during the opera-
tion. The U.S. forces also found
the enemy unit’s payroll, which
totaled 900,000 piasters (more
than $7,600).

The enemy soldiers had evid-
ently been supplied recently and
were wearing new webbing and
pith helmets and carried new
ChiCom weapons, grenades, am-
munition and canteens.

As night came, six companies
of the division remained, track-
ing the enemy and giving him
no chance to rest in his old Delta
haunt.

Tiger Division Awarded
Highest Unit Decoration

PHU CAT (IFF) — Republic
of Vietnam National Defense
Minister, Lieutenant General
Nguyen Van Vy recently pre-
sented his nation’s highest unit
military award to the Republic
of Korea’s Tiger Division at the
division’s headquarters.

General Vy made the presen-
tation of the Vietnamese Presi-
dential Unit Citation to Major
General Soon Min Chung, com-
manding general of the Tiger Di-
vision during ceremonies com-
memorating the 19th anniver-
sary of the division’s founding.

The division is the second di-
visioned-sized unit in Vietnam to
receive the award. It received
the citation for ‘“‘contributing to
the peace of Vietnam, by de-
stroying the Communists and
their terrorist activities, and for
intense and effective psychologi-
cal and civic activities through-
out the division’s tactical area of
responsibility.”

Six Presidential Citations, five
from Korea and one from the
United States, have been

awarded to the division since:

coming to Vietnam in October
1965. The ROK has maintained,
enlarged and secured its area

of responsibility along the cen-
tral coast of the Republic of
Vietnam.

It recently completed opera-
tion Maeng Ho 12, a reconnais-
sance-in-force mission in the
Phu Cat mountains in which ele-
ments of the 18th North Viet-
namese Regiment were routed
from the area.

Six Hour
Firefight
Nets 47

BONG SONG (USA) — Ele-
ments of the 1st Battalion
(Mechanized), 50th Infantry,
killed 47 North Vietnamese sol-
diers during a recent six-hour
battle 30 miles north of Qui
Nhon.

The unit, assigned to the 173rd
Airborne Brigade in operation
Cochise-Green, was conducting
a reconnaissance in force mis-
sion through a rice basin on a
coastal plain when they encoun-
tered heavy enemy automatic
weapon and rocket fire from
three different directions.

Fighting began when the
mechanized element was forced
to halt their formation while an
explosive ordnance disposal
team disarmed a mine in their
path.

The infantrymen formed two
defensive wagon wheel forma-
tions and drenched the enemy
positions with canister rounds
and machine gun fire before
maneuvering to a better deféen-
sive position. Then called in ar-
tillery and air strikes on the
enemy emplacements before re-
turning to the area of initial con-
tact. :

Sweeps through the evacuated
enemy emplacements turned up
47 enemy bodies, heavy blood
trails and a large amount of
equipment. The battalion lost
two killed during the encounter.

VC's 122s
Returned

CAMP EAGLE (USA) —
Paratroopers from the 101st
Airborne Division found a
practical use for the mani-
fold 122mm rocket launch-
ers and projectiles cap-
tured near here recently.

Command Sergeant Major
Leroy J. Browning, handed
one of the enemy weapons
to an artillery crew and
told them to learn how to
operate it.

The airborne artillerymen
assembled the electrical
firing device and began to
experiment. ‘“Even as we
inserted the round into the
tube, I wasn’t too sure how
we would fare,” confessed
Specialist 4 Randy J. Cox.

The paratroopers watched
anxiously as the specialist
tripped the ignition and
sent the first of eight Chi-
nese-made rockets stream-
ing toward a suspected
enemy base camp in the A
Shau valley.
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Secretary of Defense Clark M. Clifford holding press conference at Tan Son Nhut air base.

(USAF PHOTO)

Enemy Loses 231

U.S. Forces Continue Attack

SAIGON (MACV) —
El(_a,m-ents of the U.S. 1st
Brigade, 9th Infantry Divi-
sion recently engaged an
unknown size enemy force
16 miles south-southwest
of Saigon in a battle that
lasted more than 12 hours.
_ During the fierce fighting, the
infantrymen called in air and
artillery -support to help sup-
press the enemy. U.S. Army
helicopter gunships and artil-
lery, and aircraft from the U.S.
Al‘l' Force’s 3rd Tactical Fighter
Wing supported the troopers
uring the majority of the
éngagement. According to
MACV officials, 66 enemy sol-
diers were killed with light U.S.
casualties.
In Other Action

In another 9th Division action,
elements of the 2nd Brigade,
along with the Mobile Riverine
orce, engaged an enemy force
of undetermined size in the
ella_ region, 59 miles southwest
of Saigon. Official communiques
said that 55 enemy were killed
and two suspects detained be-
fore contact was lost.

The U.S. units, part of the

Mobile Riverine Force, are par-
ticipating in a coordinated op-
eration with elements of the
Army Republic of Vietnam’s 9th
Infantry Division.

A mile northwest of An Hoa,
a 1st Marine Division reconnais-
sance team observed an esti-
mated 30 enemy soldiers out in
the open. Leatherneck artillery
fire was called, and after a
brief period of pounding, the
team moved into the area and
found 14 enemy bodies. There
were no Marine casualties.

Air North

In the air battle, there were
120 missions flown last week
the Panhandle of North

over

Vietnam by U.S. aviators.
Groundfire was described as
light to moderate.

U.S. Air Force pilots were

credited by their Forward Air
Controllers (FAC) with killing
20 enemy. - They also were
credited with destroying or
damaging 190 fortifications, ig-
niting 18 secondary explosions
and 31 sustained fires.

An Air Force F-105 was
downed by enemy groundfire
northwest of Dong Hoi. The

pilot was recovered during an

overnight mission by a ‘“Jolly
Green’” HH-3E of the 40th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery
Squadron.

Lines of communication and
weapons sites continue to be
the primary targets of the at-
tacking crews as they reported
damaging or destroying a total

(Continued On Back Page)

Secretary Clifford
Reviews Conflict

SAIGON (MACV) —
Secretary of Defense Clark
M. Clifford arrived at Tan
Son Nhut airport recently
and held a brief press con-
ference before departing for
Saigon.

Secretary Clifford said that
the reason for his coming to

Vietnam was to make an on--

the-spot size-up of the chiefly
military aspects of the war.

The secretary noted there has
been ‘“‘some diminution” in the
level of the fighting in recent
weeks. But he said, ‘“‘we must
face the reality that there is a
great deal of activity”’ by the
enemy in northernmost prov-
inces of South Vietnam near the
Demilitarized Zone and also
around Saigon.

Possible Offensive

“I believe we must anticipate
the possibility of an offensive in
July or August,” Secretary Clif-
ford said at a recent Washing-
ton press conference.

Also at that Washington press
conference, Secretary Clifford
said, “I am unable to predict
at this time the possibility of
withdrawing American troops in
1969 in the absence of some
agreement at the Paris talks
with North Vietnamese repre-
sentatives.

“The beginnings of any with-
drawal would be contingent on
the South Vietnamese Army be-
ing built to close to one million
men and modernized in arms
and equipment. Then being able
to replace U.S. forces in the ma-
jor battle effort.

Mbpre M-16’s

“The United States has in-
creased production of the light
weight M-16 rifles,” he said,
“and they will be distributed to
the ARVN units as fast as pos-
sible,

“It is a cardinal point of U.S.
policy to get the South Vietnam-
ese in shape to do this as soon
as possible,” stated the secre-
tary.

However, Secretary Clifford

Hue Memorial Erected,
Honors Valorous G.l.

DA NANG (USA) — “Hue
Compound, Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam, is designat-
ed the Frank Doezema Com-
pound.’’

Thus read an Army General
Order published at Hue, Thua
Thien province at 11:15 a.m. on
the Fourth of July 1968.

Frank Doezema was a special-
ist fourth class in the Army of
the United States.

Three major generals — one
Army, one Marine and one Viet-
namese — several colonels and
many of the men who served
and fought beside Specialist

- country

Doezema stood at attention in
his honor.

The 19-year-old Shelbyville,
Mich. soldier was described as
“a soft spoken, good humored
boy,” by Lieutenant
Colonel Darwin Harbin of the
provincial advisory staff and as
a ‘“‘gallant soldier’” by the cita-

“tion awarding him a posthumous

Distinguished Service Cross.
Specialist Doezema was due to
finish his year in Vietnam —
and go home to Michigan — on
March 8th. January 31st the
Viet Cong and their North Viet-
(Continued On Back Page)

would not go beyond saying he
hopes the South Vietnamese
forces ultimately will develop to
that point.

Later the secretary, when
asked about a cease fire in Viet-
nam, said that he rejected any
immediate cease fire. He said
North Vietnam is redoubling its
war effort rather than showing
any reciprocal restraint to geo-
graphical restrictions on U.S.
bombing North Vietnam.

Viet PUC
Given To
Inf. Unit

BEARCAT (USA) — The Viet-
namese Presidential Unit Cita-
tion was awarded to units of
the 9th Infantry Division recent-
ly by Lieutenant General Le
Nguyen Khang, commandant,
Vietnamese Marine Corps.

The award was presented dur-
ing the units celebration of its
o0th anniversary. The -citation
reads in part:

The 9th Infantry Division is
cited for outstanding perform-
ance of duty and extraordinary
hercism in action against an
armed enemy in the Republic of
Vietnam from December 1966
through June 1968. Operating
primarily in III Corps and
northern IV Corps Tactical
Zones, elements of the division
have fought gallantly and with
distinction from the Demilita-
rized Zone in the north to the
city of Can Tho in the Mekong
Delta.

The 9th Infantry Division had
demonstrated great versatility
by engaging and defeating the
enemy in the jungles, rice pad-
dies, mountains, and cities. Dur-
ing this period, the 9th Infantry
Division killed more than 11,000
Viet Cong insurgents and North
Vietnamese intruders.

Deserving equal recognition
with its combat successes is
the unit’s outstanding Civie Ac-
tion Program. Since its arrival
in country, the division’s MED-
CAP teams have treated more
than 348,000 patients. In addi-
tion, some 34 hospitals and dis-
pensaries, and 26 schools have
been contructed or repaired
throughout the division’s area of
responsibility. The victories and
accomplishments of the 9th In-
fantry Division in the Republic
of Vietnam, the outstanding per-
formance of duty and extraor-
dinary heroism of its members
under the most hazardous and
adverse conditions reflect great
credit upon themselves, the

United States Army, and the
nation which it represents.
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Editorial

rFreedom’s Ballot

WASHINGTON—“On the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in November, 1968, America will elect a
President. A nation and a people will exercise freedom’s
most precious privilege, the right to vote.

“Tt happens, and has happened every four years in
the United States since 1789. No other nation on earth
has a history of free elections that is as old and as con-
tinzous as the voting for President in America.

“Through the years the election of a President has
become, symbolically, the single most important election
in the United States. For it is an election in which all
of the people take part. The preservation and perpetua-
tion of this democratic heritage has depended every four
years on Americans who cherished and exercised their
right of free choice.

“In elections where tens of millions of votes are cast,
there is a tendency to minimize the importance of a
single vote or a handful of votes. Yet, the history of
American Presidential elections is filled with examples

of close, hard-fought contests in which a tiny percentage
of the total vote has determined the winner.

“In addition to a President, Americans in 1968 will
elect all members of the House of Representatives, one-
third of the Senate, state governors, and thousands of
other state, city and local officials.

“The men and women in the service, wherever they
are, will have a voice in these elections. They will vote at
regular polling places throughout the United States and
their absentee ballots will provide them with the oppor-
tunity to exercise the right to vote, the privilege of free-
dom that they are serving around the world to protect.

They will have the opportunity to renew the faith of our
founding fathers and it must be exercised.

“The ultimate decision to preserve and pass on our
heritage rests as it must, and should, with the individual
American, the individual man and woman in service.
This will come to pass on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in November.” (NA)

Mobile VRE Units Serve
In Saigon Security Area

SAIGON (VRE) — Mobile men of the 5th Battalion, ﬁpth
units of the Vietnam Regional Mechanized Infantry, 9th Dgw-
Exchange (VRE) now serve sion and its supporting units.

U.S. troops in the battle-scarred Until the snack truck sh(_)wed
areas on the outskirts of Saigon. up, the troops had subsisted
The service is offered to sup- mostly on C-rations as they pa-
ply health and comfort items trolled the area. ;
to men who provide security in From the “Y” bridge site, the
the areas. snack truck proceeded up a
The mobile service was start- five-mile stretch patrolled by
ed shortly after the second VC the U.S. troops. It stopped to
attack on Saigon in May. One serve such units as a ‘‘search-
truck, loaded with such basic and-clear” patrol and two ar-
items as shaving gear, combs, mored personnel carrier teams.
mirrors, snacks and candies, “In this mobile operation we
stopped at a parking lot near a are more interested in the serv-
fishnet factory and served men ice to the trecops than in the
of the 199th Infantry Brigade. sales,” remarked Harleth He
A few days later, in ancther Hill, chief, VRE Food Septwn.
part of Saigon near the “Y” “After all, that is the primary
Bridge, an Exchange mobile reason for the Exchange set-
snack truck served officers and wup.”
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Just In Case

You Have
Not Heard

* * *

Care To Make
A Call Home?

LONG BINH (USA) — Com-
mercial telephone calls to the
United States, widely publicized
in the past month, are possible
only from the Saigon area and
a few widely separated tele-
phones in other locations. Calls
may not be received from the
U.S

For most soldiers in Vietnam,
the best bet is still a MARS
(Military Affiliate Radio Sys-
tem) call.

Using MARS, the caller in
Vietnam is linked with a state-
side MARS station by radio re-
lay. The conversation is one
way. Radio procedures must be
followed, including saying
‘“over” to let the other person
know it’s his turn to talk.

MARS calls may be placed
through any of the 30 MARS
stations in Vietnam. The cost
is computed by commercial
long distance rates from the re-
ceiving MARS station in the
U.S. to the party being called.

The other system, using com-
mercial facilities, is more cost-
ly and the call is of better
quality. This system is limited
primarily because of the differ-
ence in commercial four-wire
telephone lines and military
two-wire lines. .

Commercial calls are billed
at $4 per minute plus 10 per
cent federal excise tax from
Saigon to the point of reception.
The charge is the same for sta-
tion-to-station and person-to-per-
son. Calls are limited to five
minutes.

Major Blair McLeod, U.S.
Army Vietnam ‘‘Call Heme™ di-
rector, said the expansion of
this system is being supervised
by the 1st Signal Brigade under
the technical direction of Cap-
tain R.M. Weiss of Terminal Di-
vision, Operations Directorate.

* * *

Clothing Cash
Cut For Some

WASHINGTON (ANF) — The
monthly cash clothing mainte-
nance allowance for some en-
listed men and women will
decrease July 1 because of a re-
duction in clothing expenses.

Department of the Army Mes-
sage 866872 states that the
standard maintenance allow-
ance, which is paid to enlisted
personnel with more than three
years service, will decrease
from $7.80 to $6.90 for men. The
standard allowance for women
will drop from $8.70 to $8.40.
There will be no change in the
$4.80 basic clothing allowance.

4]

SENTA FROM HEAVEN—Yes gentlemen, if luscious Senta
Berger, was sent from heaven I'm sure most of us would be
angels just so we could find the source of such a celestial
creature. The exotic European beauty can be seen in one of
her latest flicks, *‘Cast a Long Shadow.”

(PHOTO COURTESY OF PARAMOUNT PICTURES)

viewing vietnam

‘Language is something many of us take for granted.
We almost feel as if we were born speaking our native
tongue. Little do we remember the many hours and efforts
spent by our parents who taught us how to speak English.
So indifferent are we to language it rarely crosses our
mind that the rest of the nations of the world speak dif-
ferent languages . . . languages that many of us do not
understand. And so hearing Vietnamese for the first time
can be a most unusual experience.

Vietnamese is a very .ancient language, and was
spoken by the Viets of the Red River Delta area before
Christianity. During the more than 1,000 years of Chinese
rule, the Vietnamese vocabulary expanded considerably,
especially in the literary and philosophical areas. The
Chinese also gave the Viets a written language by putting
Vietnamese into characters. In the early 1600s the Jesuits
devised a system for writing the Vietnamese language in
the Latin alphabet. Chinese characters, however, con-
tinued in use through the early part of this century. In
1920 Latin script officially replaced the Chinese charac-
ters.

The principal consideration one must make in seelg-
ing to understand the Vietnamese language is that it is
a tonal language. English is not. In South Vietnam there
are six tones: high rising, high broken, mid level, low
broken, low rising and low falling. Until the American
learns to distinguish these tones, he will find the language
difficult. However once he masters these tones, he will
learn the language quickly.

If you learn the language you will experience a
strong sense of accomplishment and will win a great deal
of respect for yourself and your country during your tour
in Vietnam.

More Three-Day Holidays Due in 1971

WASHINGTON (CD) — Be-
cinning in 1971, four commemao-
rative holidays will be observed
on Monday under a bill recently
siened by President Johnson.

Three of the present national
holidays will be celebrated on
Monday:

Washington’s Birthday on the
third Menday of February.

Memorial Day on the last
Monday in May.

Veterans Day on the fourth
Monday in October.

The bill also establishes Co-
lumbus Day as a Federal Holi-
day — to be celebrated on the

Provisions of the bill insure
a minimum of five regularly
recurring three-day weekends

second Monday in October.
At the signing, President
Jehnson said the bill will help

Americans to enjoy more fully
the country that is their mag-
nificent heritage.

He added, “It will also aid the
work of Government and bring
new efficiency to our econo-
my."” ;

(Labor Day already falls on a
Monday) each year for Federal
employees. The cest will be off-
set to an important degree by
avoiding disruptions of Govern-
ment business through Monday
chservance of holidays.

struggle.”

“This nation was forged in a furnace of faith: a
faith that free men would prevail no matter what the

THE HONORABLE CLARK M. CLIFFORD
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

e T
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Tug Ends In Fight

HUE-PHU BAI (USA)—A tug-
of-war exploded suddenly into
a firefight when two Viet Cong
officers tangled with 101st Air
Cavalry paratroopers recently
near Landing Zone Sally.

The Viet Cong, a captain and
a lieutenant, had sealed them-
selves in a spider-hole bunker
at the edge of a hamlet being
swept by the 2nd Brigade’s Com-
pany B, 1st Battalion (Airborne),
502nd Infantry.

The bunker’s tiny trap door,
ingeniously concealed in a clump
of brush and bamboo, would
have gone unnoticed were it not
for a Vietnamese intelligence
chief. He methodically raked the
area with a bamboo pole until
he got the sound he wanted.

When the paratroopers began
to lift the door, it was immedi-
ately slammed shut from the
inside. No matter how hard they
tugged, they could not out-pull
the Viet Cong, who were in the
best leverage position.

Realizing that a hand grenade
dropped in the hole would prob-
ably come right out at them,
the airborne soldiers decided to
use some strategy.

The battalion’s intelligence
non-commissioned officer, Staff
Sergeant George M. Statler,
knew the bunker had to have
at least one ventilation hole.

He suggested that they pry
open the door just far enough

Heavy Fog
Veils NVA

DA NANG (USMC) — ““When
it's a dark night with heavy fog
and the enemy is within 50 me-
ters of your lines, it’s hard to
tell the bad guys from the good
ones. And when the bad guys
start talking English, that real-
ly blows your mind!”

Private First Class James W.
Ammon recalled his experience
when North Vietnamese soldiers
tried to overrun Company E,
2nd Battalion, Third Marine
Regiment, on ‘“Foxtrot Ridge”
southwest of the Khe Sanh com-
bat base.

Company E sent out a four-
man listening post (LP) early
one evening. They reported
heavy enemy movement around
the bottom of the hill. “We
heard them talking and opened
up on them,” PFC Ammon
said. ;

“The NVA were within 35 me-
ters of the perimeter due to the
fog and darkness.”

“We wanted to be sure who
we were shooting at. The LP
was still out and we didn’t want
to get them by mistake. When
the NVA got close enough so
we could see camouflage on
their helmets, we knew it
W?.S;'I‘lf’t the LP!”

‘We were sure they were
NVA but then one got hit and
as he fell one of his buddies
asked him in English, ‘Are you
a,lrlght?’ The answer was ‘yeah,
I'm OK,” and that really con-
fused me. I thought for a min-
ut? we had fired on the LP.

T didn’t believe it, three of
them walked right up to within
15 meters of me, bold as hell,
Just like they owned the place.

The men on the LP came
back in. There was still move-
ment around the perimeter, but
there was no doubt now that it
was NVA.»

: Checkir}g the area the follow-
Ing morning, they found 12 dead

from 15 to 50 meters in
front of their lines. Eleven AK-
47 assault rifles, two satchel
charges and 20 Chi-Com gre-
nades were also found.

- Dragonship gunners

to drop in a smoke grenade and
then throw fragmentation gre-
nades down the holes where the
smoke comes ouf.

“It seemed like a good plan,”
said Sergeant Statler, “but the
grenade got stuck in the door-
way. Pretty soon there was red
smoke all over the place.”

Suddenly the trap-door sprang
open and the Viet Cong captain
popped up like a jack-in-the-box,
tossed a grenade at the sergeant
and began to sprint away carry-
ing a Chicom automatic pistol.
The lieutenant also jumped out
and ran off in a different direc-
tion.

The grenade erupted in a
mighty blast, but the Sereaming
Eagles had hit the dirt and only
one man was nicked by the

shrapnel.
Meanwhile the Viet Cong
lieutenant met instant death

when he ran into one of the
company’s platoons just outside
the village.

Not wishing to share his com-
panion’s fate, the senior Viet
Cong whirled and found himself
face to face with the company
commander, Captain William D.
Hughes.

“We stood for a moment,
about ten yards apart, just star-
ing at each other,” the captain
said. “I wanted to give him a
chance to surrender.”

But the Viet Cong set himself
on the run again, and Captain
Hughes killed him with a short
b};}'st from his stubby assault
ritie.

Dragonship’ Crew

R :

PHAN RANG (USAF)—The
crew of an AC-47 Dragonship
assigned to Flight B, 3rd Air
Commando Squadron, Phan
Rang air base, recently was
honored for assisting a Free
World military force in close
contact with the enemy.

The Dragonship, commanded
by Major Boyd D. Williamson,
was scrambled to assist the
friendly, force, a Vietnamese
provincial unit, Ninh Thuan
province.

The force was in heavy con-
tact with elements of the North
Vietnamese Army. When the
Dragonship arrived, the friendly
forces marked their position.

First Lieutenant Henry 8.
Daniels, the pilot, put the AC-47
into-a circular bank around the
friendly position.

Flares were dropped to illumi-
nate the ground positions as the
prepared
the three mini-guns for firing.

Intense illumination and the
heavy fire from the 7.62mm
mini-guns broke the enemy at-
tack.

Meanwhile survivors from the
enemy unit made a hasty re-

Honor

treat. The friendly forces moved

throughout the area and con- |

firmed that the Dragonship was
responsible for 13 confirmed
killed by air.

In appreciation for the fire
support, the grateful Vietnamese
unit later presented a captured
rifle to the AC-47 crew.

Joins Action

Corporal Robert Del Vecchio finds combat photograpﬁy risky.

Photographer Keeps Shootin’

DA NANG (USMC)—A Marine
photographer had some bad luck

during Operation Allen Brook.
Corporal Robert J. Del Vec-

chio was photographing the ac-
tion with the Seventh Marines in
an area Marines call Go Noi
island, south of Da Nang.

“We made heavy contact as
we approached a treeline,” the
leatherneck recalled. “A guy
next to me was hit right away,
so I pulled him into a nearby
bomb crater and started to patch

him up.”
When a Navy corpsman ran

to the crater to treat the wound-
ed Marine, Corporal Del Vecchio
crawled up to the crater’s rim
and began taking more pictures.

“I was so pre-occupied with
shooting ‘flicks’ that I didn’t
hear the tank roaring up behind
me. Before I realized what was
happening, the tank drove along
the rim of the crater and over
m)lr foot,”” continued the corpo-
ral.

He continued, ‘I remember

o par®
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DEADLY DUO—A machine guhner and his

assistant, both from the 101st Air Cavalry Division,

Company C, 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry, assault an enemy position north of Phu Bai during
(USA PHOTO By: Sp5 Richard McLaughlin)

Operation Nevada Eagle.

hearing someone scream and
suddenly realized it was me.”

The corpsman cut the boot
from the Leatherneck’s foot and
found only a minor scratch on
the bottom, “It didn’t look bad
at all,”” commented the photo-
grapher, “but when 52 tons run
over your foot, it hurts!”’

“After the corpsman tied a
battle dressing around it, it re-
lieved the pain. I wasn’t accom-
plishing anything just sitting
waiting for a medical evacua-
tion (MEDEVAC) helicopter, so
I pulled myself out of the crater
and crawled forward to take
some more pictures,” he said.

His unit was advancing slowly
against heavy North Vietnamese
Army resistance. By crawling
and hopping, Corporal Del Vec-
chio was able to keep up with the
company and continue photo-
graphing the assault.

“I finished shooting one roll
of film and jumped into another
crater to put in a fresh roll,”
noted the photographer. “When
I got the camera reloaded I put
my head up about 18 inches
above the ground and started
snapping more pictures.

‘“‘Halfway through the roll T
raised the camera to my face
to take another shot when a .45
caliber round went right through
my hand and imbedded in the
camera,” he said.

Corporal Del Vecchio is re-
covering at the 1st Hospital
Company in Da Nang. His left
hand has been operated on. The
foot is still sore, but X-rays
reveal no broken bones, just a
bad bruise.

There is no hope for the cam-
era. The $500 Nikon F with a
zoom lens was completely de-
stroyed by the bullet.

Anxious to see the pictures he
took, the corporal remarked, I
know I got some good ones.”
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Mystery Airman Deserves Award

NHA TRANG (USAF) — War
has a way of making heroes
and also of hiding them. The
story of an airman who risked
his life to save a combat air-
craft recently came to light at
an awards ceremony for anoth-
er airman of the 14th Air Com-
mando Wing at Nha Trang air
base.

Staff Sergeant Delton A. Bow-
man was presented the Bronze
Star medal with “V"’ device for
heroism.

But for Sergeant Bowman
something was missing at the
ceremony, and he told why.

On Nov. 26, 1967, enemy mor-
tars shelled Nha Trang air base
and set a fire adjacent to the

AC-47 Dragonships of the 4th
Air Commando Squadron (ACS).

Sergeanl Bowman was on
night duty as a flight chief for
his squadron. When the fire
started to endanger the Dragon-
ships, he left the safety of his
bunker and ran through the fire
and smoke to do what he could
to move the aircraft.

He took it upon himself to
taxi the endangered aircraft
away from the area. It was a
new experience for him, espe-
cially realizing that there were
also a number of ‘“‘dud” mor-
tars lying around the area.

He started the aircraft’s en-
gines and turned on the lights
but could see nothing but

Handler Risks Life,
Rescues Scout Dog |

CAMP EVANS (USA)—When
enemy rockets touched off ex-
plosions in the 1st Air Cavalry
Division’s ammunition dump
here recently, most men raced
for their bunkers. But not Spe-
cialist 4 Ronald H. Ellison. He
had a debt to pay.

A dog handler with the 34th
Scout. Dog Platoon, the Special-
ist saw where the rockets were
landing. “My dog is over there,”
he told a friend with him.
“There’s no hope for him,”” his
friend replied. But Specialist
Ellison, remembering that his
dog, Rusty, had saved a lot of
lives in the field, was determined
to rescue him.

The dog handler and his
friend, Private First Class Lan-
gulin, tried to reach the area
by truck, but were turned back
by the MPs because of the
danger. “So’’, related the Cav-
alryman, ‘“we ran across the
air strip.” Finally they reached
the area where the dog was
trapped. ‘“He was real fright-
ened,” the Specialist explained,
“But as soon as he saw me, he
stood up and started wagging
his tail. He knew it was me.”

While still across the air
strip, the specialist was hit
with shrapnel. But they were
minor wounds, and did not hind-
er the rescue.

The handler picked up Rusty,
and PFC Langulin picked up a
dog belonging to another.han-
dler, and they made it back
across the air strip.

Explaining his actions when it
was all over, the Specialist said,
“I just couldn’t let anything
happen to my dog. He is too
valuable.”

He recalled in "Phan Thiet,
Rusty once saved a company
from ambush by giving an alert
to danger nearby. In Que Son,
he alerted his handler to am-
bushes, booby-traps and weap-
ons caches. He once alerted his
handler of a 500 pound bomb
that was attached to a trip wire
circling an American pocket
knife planted along the trail.
‘“He can also find mines,” con-
tinued Specialist Ellison. “He
doesn’t just alert me on them,
but goes right up and points
them out.

“Once, while in the field, I let
Rusty roam ahead on the trail,’”
recalled the Cavalryman. ‘“The
next thing I heard was someone
ahead of us screaming and yell-
ing. It was an NVA soldier who
had a claymore mine pointed
straight at us. Rusty caught
him just in time.”

Specialist Ellison received his
dog when he first arrived in
Vietnam. He trained the dog
himself, and has had him ever
since.
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TRACKER TEAM—Teams such as this one combine man and
man'’s best friend into an unbeatable weapon against VC and
NVA enemy troops. Canines sniff out booby-traps as well as

the enemy and have saved many troopers’ lives.
(USA PHOTO By: Sp4 Ben Coxton)

Boy Saves Four

KONTUM (USA)—One can of
ham and lima beans was not
much to give a small Viet-
namese boy, but what he gave
in return was priceless—an AK-
47 assault rifle and possibly the
lives of 4th Infantry Division
soldiers.

The incident occurred while
Company D, 2nd Battalion, 35th
Infantry wds on a sweep in the
dense jungle northwest of here.

With a large area to cover,
the 3rd Brigade unit split up,
with each platoon traveling in
different directions. After going
their separate ways, Sergeant
Harry Campbell led the 1st pla-
toon into a village. The infantry-
men took a break and began
eating their C-rations. A small
Vietnamese boy wandered up to
the platoon.

“I felt ashamed eating in
front of him,’’ said Specialist 4
Vincent Ferullo, ‘‘so I gave the
boy a can of ham and lima
beans.”

The men started to leave af-
ter eating. As they were walk-
ing away the boy tried to tell
them something. No one under-
stood him. Finally the boy
pointed to one of their rifles
and to the woodline. Sergeant
Campbell decided the boy was
trying to show them where a
rifle was hidden.

The soldiers slowly and- cau-
tiously followed the boy into the
woods. He stopped after about

15 minutes of walking. Ahead
of them was an AK47 rifle lying
on the ground.

Specialists 4 William Brown
and Richard Russel started to-
ward the rifle, but the Viet-
namese boy began waving his
arms and protesting frantically.
“We didn’t know what to

Lives In Thanks

think, until the boy went up to
the rifle and waved for us to
come there,”” said Specialist
Brown. When the troopers in-
vestigated the weapon, they
saw why he had stopped them.
Under the rifle was a hand gre-
nade ready to explode when
some unsuspecting soldier

picked it up.

The men disarmed the treach-
erous booby-trap and took the
rifle.

Not only did the soldiers gain
an enemy rifle and possibly
two lives, but also the friend-
ship of a Vietnamese boy—per-
haps the greatest gain of all.

4
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FIGHT FOR LIFE—Paratroopers of the 10

A, %

1st Air Cavalry Division's Company C, 2nd Battalion,
502nd Infantry, fight the intense jungle heat north of Phu Bai to carry a wounded buddy on
a make shift stretcher to a carved out helicopter landing zone.
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(USA PHOTO By: Sp5 Richard Mc Laughlin)

smoke. Then, looking down he
saw an unidentified airman mo-
tioning him to start moving.

The airman guided the air-
craft into a turn, but Sergeant
Bowman lost sight of him be-
cause of the heavy smoke from
another burning aircraft. Sec-
onds later, the airman reap-
peared, having taken off his
fatigue shirt so that the ser-
geant could see his white tee
shirt. It worked, and they start-
ed down the crowded flight line
with little room to spare; the
ground, awash with raw fuel,
could ignite at any time.

They safely moved the air-
craft to a taxiway and out of
danger.

With the rush to do every-
thing possible to save lives and
property, the flight chief forgot
about the airman, who guided
him. When everything had
calmed down, he looked around
to thank him for his help. He
never found him.

For months Sergeant Bowman
has been trying to find the help-
ful airman, but to no avail.

When the sergeant received
the Bronze Star from his com-
mander for his part in the
heroic act, it was with the re-
serve that befits a hero. He
said, “I would have liked to
see that airman -standing be-
side ‘me.”

‘Spooks’ Seize
VC Tax Rolls

DAU TIENG (USA) — Cap-
ture of Viet Cong tax records
has enabled intelligence officers
of the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infan-
try Division to get an inside
look at enemy methods of rais-
ing illicit revenue.

An enemy agent, who was
killed near the village of Dau
Tieng, was carrying documents
which showed how the Viet
Cong extort money from local
businesses and from workers in

the vast Michelin rubber plan- |

tation.

Among businesses . being har-
assed by the tax collector was
the contract laundry in the vil-
lage, which washes clothes for
GIs of the 3rd Brigade.

The dead tax agent harbored
a book of tax receipts giving
the names of 117 area residents
forced to pay tribute to the
Viet Cong. The book revealed
34 of them to be residents of
Dau Tieng village,

He also carried a list of 127
villagers who were classified as
“rich’> by the Viet Cong.

The tax collector was killed
during a reconnaissance-in-force
by Company D, 2nd Battalion,
12th Infantry. He attempted to
escape on a bicycle, started
shooting at the infantrymen,
and was cut down in a hail of
fire.

He was bearing official orders
from the enemy ‘‘shadow gov-
ernment’’ which appointed him
as tax collector for the local
district.

With the tax agent were 36
letters demanding taxes from
local citizens. Also found on the
dead VC were a book of regula-
tions for local Communist party
operations.

Plans on the agent’s body told
of a target goal of 63,000 pias-
ters monthly to be collected
from workers of the plantation.

“These records will prove to
be some of the most valuable
counter-insurgency  documents
captured in our area,” predict-
ed Captain Lansing Hewitt, as-
sistant intelligence officer of the
brigade.
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Unusual B

LONG BINH (USA) — Fif-
teen Military Policemen from
the 18th Military Police Brigade
patrol an unusual ‘beat” 17
miles northeast of Saigon. In-
stead of making their rounds
in the familiar Army jeep,
these MPs use six swift-mov-
ing fiberglass boats powered by
85 horsepower outboard engines.

The ‘‘River Rats’ from Com-
pany B, 720th Military Police
Battalion, use 17-foot Boston
Whalers to patrol approximate-
ly 50 miles of rivers and
streams south of Long Binh post.

They began patrolling the
Dong Nai river and its tributar-
ies in October of 1967 when the
720th Military Police Battalion
became the first MP unit in the
history of the Army to assume
a tactical area of responsibility.

Armed with M-60 machine
guns, M-79 grenade launchers
and M-16 rifles, the waterborne
MPs support the battalion’s
mission of providing security
for USARV Headquarters and
Long Binh post and locating and
destroying VC and NVA forces
in the 22 square mile area.

Operating 24 hours a day, the
River Rats keep a close watch
on the rivers’ floating traffic.
They check the identification of
sampan passengers and careful-
ly search sampans and barges
for enemy supplies and contra-
band.

Because roads are scarce in
much of the area patrolled by
the River Rats, the MPs oper-
ate what one of them calls ‘“‘our
own free taxi service.” In addi-
tion to transporting the 720th’s
ambush and reconnaissance pat-
rols to areas hard to reach by
land, they periodically carry a
MEDCAP team to an isolated
riverside hamlet. During cordon

and search operations, some of
the boats are used as a blocking
force while others double as
supply boats.

In the eight month history of
the river patrol, the ‘‘sailor
MPs” have had some lively and
varied activities. ‘They have

Story &

18th MP

By

Photos

Brigade

National Policeman aids an MP in pinpointing VC activity.

been involved in firefights, un-
covered VC supplies, applied
first aid to children wounded by
a VC booby trap and transport-
ed an expectant mother to a
waiting ambulance.

Despite the Viet Cong’s at-
tempts to eliminate their sturdy

A member of the River Rats seems to have lost his head while searching for contraband.

720th Military Police Battalion’s River Patrol boards and prepares to search one of the ;:ny cargo bouts on the Dong Nai river.

opposition on the rivers south
of Long Binh post, they have
never inflicted a casualty on the
River Rats. The skill, caution
and experience with which the
720th Military Police Battalion’s
patrol crews perform their
duties has aided in maintaining

eat Faces Jeepless MPs

that record. But the River Rats
willingly give part of the credit
to “Lady Luck.”

“They shot off our radio an-
tenna once,” said Staff Ser-
geant Lonnie I. O’Bryan, NCO-
IC of the boat crews. ‘“That’s
coming pretty close.”

Checking out I.D. papers of sampan owners and riders is routine work for the River Rats.
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BEARCAT (USA) — The 9th
Infantry Division recently cele-
brated five decades of distin-
guished service to the United
States in three major wars.

From the cities of Europe to
the deserts of North Africa and

the paddies of Vietnam, combat
regiments of the 9th Division
are identified with the most me-
morable Allied offensives. In
World War I, the three regi-
ments which would later com-
prise the division made their
mark at Aisne-Marne, Meuse-
Argonne and St. Mihiel. During
World War II, the names were
Normandy, Remagen and ‘‘the
Bulge.” In Vietnam, the Old
Reliables have renewed their
fame at Bau Bang, Long Binh,
Bien Hoa and Saigon.
Old Reliables In Vietnam
In 1966 at Ft. Riley, Kan., the
9th began preparing for a new

ive Decades

kind of war — jungles, swamps
and rice paddies — in South
Vietnam.

-During October of that year,
the 15th Engineer Battalion pre-
ceded the division into Vietnam
and began developing a base
camp, Bearcat, near Long
Thanh, about 20 miles east of
Saigon.

The official entry of the divi-
sion to South Vietnam took
place in December.

Combat action was scattered
the first few months in country
until March 1967, when ele-
ments of the division joined the
multi-division operation, Junc-
tion City. In one battle with the
enemy near Bau Bang, 34 miles
north of Saigon, a furious six-
hour firefight by an Old Reli-
able unit left 230 enemy dead,
while friendly losses amounted
to four killed and 67 wounded.

Operating on two fronts — the
jungles around Bearcat and the
marshes of the Mekong Delta —

Story By: Captain

U.S. Army Photographs

the Old Reliables continued to

Frank Reysen Jr.

e

soldiers of the 9th Infantry Division scramble through a rice paddy for waiting Hueys following a recon-in-force mission in Dinh Tuong province.
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Villagers

DA NANG (USN) — Before
the war most Vietnamese fam-
ilies lived their entire lives in
the house in which they were
born. Very seldom did they
move from it or the village
where they and their ancestors
were reared.

For many, war was the prime
reason for relocating. But in Da
Nang, there are 118 families in
Ha Khe village that are relocat-
ing because their government
is taking on a special building
project which will be located in
the center of their village.

By cooperating with their
government, the villagers will
be assisted in their move by
the government troops. Their
new village site will provide
them with better 'sanitary con-
ditions and better security.

Helping and directing the
moving of these 118 families
and their homes is the Naval
Support Activity’s civic action
section in Da Nang,

These men work full time
with the Vietnamese, helping to
develop this second largest city
in South Vietnam.

Much of the work is being
done by the Army of the Re-
public of Vietnam (ARVN). Al-
though civie action is supervis-
ing the work, the ARVNs are
providing the trucks and man
power to do the job. One other
military group, Vietnamese

Popular Forces, also are help-
ing.

: Villagers tear down old hom

P o

es as land is cleared for a Vietnamese Government project.

Relocate For GVN

The project began in May. At
first the people were hesitant
about tearing their houses
down, but the village chief con-
vinced them of the necessity
and they began dismantling
their homes that in many cases
had been there for decades.

One by one the houses came
down, and along with them ev-
ery tree they had. Wood is

scarce in many places in Viet- .

nam and since the trees would
be bulldozed away, they decided
to take them — roots and all.

Truck load upon truck load
of bricks, boards, furniture,
stoves, trees and tin were
hauled from the village. As soon
as the trucks were filled, the
family climbed onto the trucks
and rode with their belongings
to their new village site. There,
they are rebuilding their houses
and establishing a new home
life.

Five bags of cement and five
sheets of roofing tin is being
provided for each family being
moved. Additionally, one truck
load of lumber is being given
for every five families by the
NSA Civic Action,

It has taken a long time for
the 118 families to move from
the village but it would have
taken them much longer if it
was not for the assistance given
by the men of Civic Action at
the Naval Support Activity.

These families were more
fortunate than most who had to

P B i

take it with thel;l;l.

leave their homes. Some homes
have been leveled by enemy
rockets. But they hope that this
will be their last move for
many many years to come.

Story & Photos By
Journalist Brian Jerden

s

eless used bricks and carries them away for later use.
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.Ilugé site to be used for firewood.
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enemy 85mm howitzer will do the enemy little good now.
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(USA PHOTO By: Sp4 Terry McCauley)

Support

Trooper

Risks Life Daily

CHU LAI (USA) — Specialist
4 Reed E. Nichols climbed to
a precarious perch atop the wa-
ter trailer in the middle of a
helicopter pad, tensely awaiting
the incoming Chinook as it cir-
cled and descended.

He was about to start his job
for the day as a support sol-
dier, tucked “safely” several
thousand meters from the
“field.” Yet, 20 times during
the day, he would risk his life
for those “field” troops in the
Americal Division area.

Down came the 60-foot mon-
ster and with it the small hur-
ricane which hurls dirt and
gravel at anyone standing near-
by. The trooper braced himself
for the winds, but when the
chopper came close the air
churned so viclently he was
forced to bend down and grab
the trailer top to reaffirm his
balance.

The Chinook jockeyed back
and forth, trying to get within
hooking position, narrowly mis-
sing the specialist’'s head with

its gigantic wheels. When it fi-
nally hovered in a good posi-
tion, he reached out and shoved
the hooking apparatus into
place. X

Jumping from the trailer he
signaled thumbs up to the chop-
per pilot. The helicopter
climbed and the water trailer
swung easily into the air.

“Good hook, Reed,”” a fellow
5th Battalion, 46th Infantry re-
supply man standing nearby
said.

“Thanks,” Specialist Nichols
replied, pulling off his goggles
and running a dirty hand
through his hair.

“We have to do that about 20
times a day,” he said. “It gets
a little dangerous sometimes,
but I like it.”

The specialist was a company
clerk with the 198th Infantry
Brigade unit before volunteer-
ing to take charge of the resup-
ply helicopter pad. “This work
gives me a real sense of accom-
plishment,”” he said. “I feel I'm
really doing something for the
men in the field.”

Soldier Bags Deer,
Opens Own Season

QUANG TRI (USA) — Spe-
cialist 4 Lloyd Warnke thought
he was going to miss out on
deer season this year, but he
opened his own season recently,
bagging an extremely large
deer with a 12-gauge shotgun.

The specialist was out on pa-

trol with Company D, 1st Bat-
talion, 12th Cavalry, when he

heard a movement in the

Airborne Marine Snipers Stop Enemy

PHU BAI (USMC)—As dead-
ly as Marine riflemen are on
the ground, imagine them snip-
ing from a helicopter several
hundred feet in the' air!

There is no need to imagine,
for proof of their airborne snip-
ing ability is Second Lieutenant
Jack Imlah and Private First
Class Paul Drury, who Kkilled

two enemy soldiers and de-
tained one on a small island in

the Cong Quan river southeast
of Phu Bai.

“We were set up along the
river at our platoon patrol
base,” recalled Lieutenant Im-
lah, platoon commander for the
3rd Platoon, “D”’ Company, 1st
Battalion, Fifth Marine Regi-
ment. “A Huey helicopter sat
down in a rice paddy near us
and the pilot told us he had
spotted three enemy soldiers
sitting on a small island with
several bags of rice.”

Armed only with a pistol the
pilot recruited the aid of the
two Leathernecks to board his
chopper and fly over the enemy
using airborne sniping tactics.

“Our first pass over the little
island was very low and close,”
PFC Drury said. “One of the
enemy started shooting at us
and both the lieutenant and I
opened up on them.”

After several passes over the
island, two Communist soldiers

were dead and another had
thrown up his arms in surrend-
er.

“The pilot maneuvered the
chopper down,” the lieutenant
related ““and we hauled the de-
tainee on board with two weap-
ons and several large bags of
rice.”

The Marines returned to the
patrol base to continue their
ground-fighting tactics, know-
ing that they are pretty good in
the air, too!

bushes. “I thought it was a bat-
talion of VC coming through,”
he said. As the doe came run-
ning through the brush, he
lifted his weapon and blasted
away with a load of buckshot
felling the doe in her tracks.

The carcass was flown back
to the battalion area in style,
slung from the battalion com-
mand and control chopper.
Shortly after the quarry was
bagged, Specialist Warnke was
to be seen skinning the animal
next to the battalion mess tent.

“This is about as large a deer
as I've ever shot,” he said.

The battalion will not have to
worry about fresh meat as the
unit’s cooks plan to roast it, fry
it and barbecue it to feed the
entire outfit. There will definite-
ly be no ‘C’ rations for Delta
Company when they get around
to serving up the venison.

“And I thought I was going to
miss out on hunting season this
vear,” remarked the specialist
with a grin as he plied his skin-
ning knife with a practiced
hand.

Unit's Contest
Aids Orphans

LONG BINH (USA) — A gift
of 59,000 piasters (about $590
U.S. dollars) had been present-
ed to the Bui Vinh School and
Orp_hanagc near Bien Hoa by
Major Charles M. Chamberlain,
executive officer of the 40th
Signal Battalion.

The money was donated as a
result of the Miss STRATCOM
(Strategic Communications
Command) contest sponsored
by STRATCOM Headquarters at
Fort Huachuca, Ariz.

More than $5,000 was collected
by the contest for orphanages
supported by STRATCOM units
around the world. Votes cast
for Miss STRATCOM candi-
dates cost 25 cents each.

The village, which supports
approximately 100 orphans and
another 400 children who attend
the school, will use the money
for a school expansion program.

SELF HELP—A Montagnard boy applies first aid he learned from a U.S. corpsman to his
friend.
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MPs Rescue
Buried Viet

CAM RANH BAY (USA)—A
Vietnamese civilian buried in a
well was rescued by members
of the 18th Military Police Bri-
gade in Cam Ranh village.
Staff Sergeant Francis J. Reick
and Private First Class John
M. Kennaston arrived on the
scene and found the victim
buried at the bottom of an eight-
foot well.

A large crowd of villagers
was cleared away to eliminate
the possibility of additional
cave-ins, while PFC Kennaston
entered the hole and began re-
moving sand from the vietim’s
mouth and nose. Sergeant
Reick pulled the loose dirt back
with a hoe.

After the dirt was cleared
and the well’s walls were rein-
forced, the PFC tied a rope
lowered to him around the freed
shoulders of the Vietnamese
civilian who was then lifted to
safety.
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Bien Hoa
Airmen
Aid Viets

LONG BINH (IIFF) — U.S.
Air Force officials at Bien Hoa
air. base are determined to help
the U.S. Army in its civil af-
fairs projects.

In a recent move to demon-
strate to nearby villages that
they, too, are concerned over
the plight of the Vietnamese ci-
vilians, they have agreed to do-
nate $25,000 for some worth-
while civic action project.

U.S. advisors have learned
from past experience that self
help projects are more. fruitful
in the long run than American
built projects. The Vietnamese
identify more readily with a
structure that they have built
themselves.

Everyone agreed that the
money should go to provide con-
struction materials so the vil-
lagers could rebuild their «lam-
aged homes. Since bricks are
vitally necessary in rebuilding
war torn homes, it was agreed
that bricks should be a priority
item.

The proposed project was ap-
proved by province officials and
the order was placed for approx-
imately half a million bricks of
all sizes. This move had the
added feature of stimulating the
local economy to the tune of
$25,000. Lumber also was add-
ed to the list of materials, since
it is so scarce and is very im-
portant in home construction.
There has been a great number
of refugees from outlying prov-
inces come into Bien Hoa to
live because of the presence and
protection of the huge Bien Hoa-
Long Binh military complex.

The original agreement speci-
fied that the lumber and bricks
would be delivered to the chief
towns of the three districts sur-
rounding the huge complex, it-
self nearly the size of a dis-
trict. District officials then had
the responsibility of breaking
down the supplies and distribut-
ing them.

Approximately 15 former Viet
Cong who have voluntarily re-
turned to the Government of
Vietnam control, helped to load
the bricks onto waiting trucks
at the air base.

Highlanders
Happy Now

AN LOC (USA) — Ap Bom
Leva was once a thriving Mon-
tagnard community about 60
miles north of Saigon. Like
many other communities in
Vietnam, however, the little
town was subjected to Viet
Cong harassment almost daily
in the form of taxes and un-
wanted trespassing.

One day the villagers decided
to do something about their
problem—their decision being
to move everything they owned
to another location, where popu-
lar forces units could supply
needed security. The 1st Infan-
try Division was called in to
assist.

Captain Douglass Kauffman,
a civil affairs officer, recalled,
“We supplied 200 Montagnards
with five 2l5-ton trucks to as-
sist them in moving.”

Vietnamese Army units also
supplied four trucks, and in
two trips the move was com-
pleted. Attempted VC attacks
on both convoys were totally
ineffectual due to quick ARVN
reaction.

The convoys completed, the
villagers climbed down from

the trucks, pulled off their dis-
mantled homes and assorted
possessions to begin life anew
at the village of Ap Be Moi.

e
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LONG HAIRED BEAUTY—This lovely lass is certainly a treat for sore eyes. Sorry fellas again no name.
(PHOTO COURTESY OF PETER GOWLAND)

Much Needed Supplies

Stateside Children Support Viet Tots

PHU LOI (USA) — The or-
phans at the Cong-Giao Orphan-
age in Lai Thieu district were
very grateful when soldiers of
the 11th Combat Aviation Bat-
talion visited them recently to

bring them a load of badly
needed supplies.
Major Harold Hill and his

party of three and an interpret-
er left the Phu Loi base camp
in a 3% .ton truck that was
heaped with supplies for the or-
phanage which were shipped
from the United States.

The supplies, consisting of
food staples, candy, chewing
gum, clothing, and badly need-
ed school supplies, were sent to
the 11th Aviation Battalion to be
given to the orphans by the
school children of the Lakeland

Middle School, Lakeland, N.Y.

The 6th grade students
planned the project for a long
time. They earned the money to
purchase the supplies by mow-
ing lawns and washing cars in
their after school time.

The orphanage itself is set-
tled in the heart of a populated
area in the Lai Thieu district
several miles from the Phu Loi
camp. The large buildings house
nearly 3,000 children, many of

whom are afflicted in some
way. Most of the children are
deaf-mutes.

As the truck entered through
the main gate, the children
came running into the courtyard
to greet the GIs. The soldiers
gave the little ones candy and
gum that they had in their
pockets. The children were
very happy to have the atten-
tion of the troopers for the af-
ternoon.

The older boys at the home
eagerly unloaded all the sup-
plies under the supervision of
Major Hill and the Headmis-
tress, a Vietnamese Nun. The
Nun also was given $42 that was
left of the money used to buy
the supplies.

When the Headmistress was
asked what she needed most at
the home, she replied, ‘“We can
use anything you can spare, €s-
pecially school materials.”

Presidential

LAI KHE (USA) — A letter
from the White House gave a
1st Infantry Division soldier an
extra lift recently.

Private First Class Charles
Norris picked up his special let-
ter in the mail room of his unit

Praise Given To Soldier

— Headquarters Battery, 6th
Battalion, 15th Artillery.

The letter expressed apprecia-
tion for a portrait PFC Norris
had painted of President Lyn-
don B. Johnson several weeks
earlier. Friends in soldier’s unit
had praised the portrait so high-

ly that he had decided to send
it to the White House.
“I never thought that I \mulﬂ

get such a quick response,
commented the GI artist. *I

will always look at this as on€
of the most memorable events
of -my life.”

1
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| American Forces Vietnam
Network—Channel 11

(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)

Wednesday

1730
1800
1500
1930
2000
2100

2200
2205

Thursday

1736
1800
1900
1930
2000
2100

2200
2205

Friday

1730
1800
1900
1930
2000
2100

2200
2205

Saturday

1200

1300
1400
1430
1700

1800

1900

(Guide For The Week

of July 24-30, 1968)

(Saigon Area)

July 24
What's Happening
The Monkees

News Headlines
American Sportsman
The Big Plcture
Channel 11 News
Weather

Andy Williams
Inslght

Star Trek

Late News

What's Happenling
Sports

July 25
What's Happening

Dick Van Dyke

News Headlines

Voyage To The Botfom
Of The Sea

Information Feature
Channel 11 News
Weather

‘Kraft Music Hall

Insight

Perry Mason

Late News

What's Happening

Dr. Jekyll And Mr. Hyde
July 26
What's Happening
Bewitched

News Headlines

Wild wild West

Pentagon Forum

Channel 11 News
Weather

Jonathan Winters

Insight

Combat

Late News

What's Happening

Joey Bishop

July 27
What's Happening
News Headlines
Melody Ranch
Tournament Golf
Johnny Midnight
Sports

Spoken Vietnamese
Lawrence Welk

Travels With Charlie
The Undersea World Of
Jackues Cousteau
Dragnet

1930
2000

2100

2200
2205

Channel 11 News
Weather

Rowan And Martin
Felony Squad

The Lucy Show
Late News
Academy Award
Feature Movie

Sunday

1200

July 28

What's Happening
News Headlines
The Answer

Astro Jet Golf Classic
Sports

Feature Movie
Lost In Space
Get Smart

News Headllnes
In Town Tonight
Comedy Is King
Channel 11 News
Ed Sullivan
Spoken Vietnamese
Bonanza

Late News

Red Skelton

Monday
1730
1800

1230
1300
1500
1630
1730
1800

1830
1930
2000
2100

2200
2205

July 29

What's Happening
My Three Sons
News Headlines
Daniel Boone
G.E. College Bowl
News-Sports
Weather
Hollywood Palace
Insight
Mission Impossible
2200 Late News
What's Happening Y
2205 Operation: Entertalnment

Tuesday July 30

1730 What's Happening
Love On A Rooftop

1800 News Headlines
Big Valley
Information Feature
News-Sports
Weather
Dean Martin
Insight
Gunsmoke
htﬂei News

at's Ha nin
2205 Feature Mg\??e 7

1900
1930
2000

2100

1900
1930
2000
2100

2200

W
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‘T DON'T REALLY WANT TO SARGE, BUT IF

YOu SAY RE-uP

'tL po \T!"

Beetle Bailey

By Mort Walker

25 YEARS AGO 25 yEARS OF | [2
133»/: BECAME COOKING..TESTING..| |2
ARMY COOK.. PEELING...SAMPUNG | |}
NOBODY CARES.. -.MORNING, NOON | |:
Nosopy AND NigHT, | |14
EMEMBERS.. SEVEN DAYS | |/ §
:
® =
t
: oo P 1
{ : ] ofo
B4 o

SA&Y “TORNIPS,”
SARGE

NOT WITH SARGE.
HE JUST SORT OF
LIEES TURNIPS

phassess mri g, W) TP Seespelp samieng Bery ()

FINE, SIR.
HOW FAR DO
YOU WANT
ME TO 60

THIS YEAR I'M N CHARGE OF
ATENT... I'M ALMOST LIKE A
COUNSELOR...ISN'T THAT 6REAT ?

R ARuET
[
BEING IN THE INFANTF:«’!’-?U ¢

ACTUALLY. M¢ NAME REALLY [5N'
* PEPPERMIN 45

NOW, LET'S SEE IF I HAVE 40U
STRAIEHT..A 600D TENT MONITOR
MUST KNOW THE NAMES OF ALL
THE 6IRLS IN HER TENT..

YOU'RE SOPHIE, YOURE
CLARA ANP {OU'RE

FOR TWO (WEEKS..,

WHAT 15 'Tl-us,
A COMMERCIAL?

ALL RIGHT,
6IRLS.THIS IS

40U ARE TO SWIM BACK
ANP FORTH ACROSS THE POOL
SIX TIMES “FREE STYLE"

"THEN 40U ARE TO SWIM
BACK AND

1S THIS WITH OR WITHOUT
LIFE- JACKETS ?

EQHOﬂ COME THERE ARE

=7

= ety sy e ) 8

BECAUSE THIS IS A qmt.s‘
CAMP AND NOT A BoYs' CAMP

6UESS THAT WOULD

(&

—

IT, WOULDN'T IT ?




means.

often the end justifies the
(USA PHOTO)

Jungle Pick Up

His ‘Routine Flight' Ends, Five Days Late

PHU BAI (USMC) — What
started out as a routine trip for
a pair of Marine Sea Knight
transport helicopters turned into
a rough and dangerous mission
for both the crews and one crew
chief in particular.

Corporal Terry L. Springer of
Marine Medium Helicopter
Squadron 364 had no idea of the
hectic days ahead when his
plane took off to pick up a Ma-
rine reconnaissance patrol west
of Da Nang recently.

Before the two choppers ar-
rived over the pick up zone, they
learned the Leathernecks were
under attack. Orbiting over the
area, they made contact by ra-
dio with the team below. The re-
con men reported they had been

Close Scrape
Reveals Four

DA NANG (USA) — Spe-
cialist 5 Vernon E. Gurney
“literally” uncovered four
Viet Cong recently.

“T couldn’t believe my
eyes,” he said later.
‘“Heads, arms and legs be-
gan to wiggle and pop out
of the ground which I had
just leveled with my bull-
dozer."”

First Lieutenant William
E. Hoskins secured and
searched the two VC who
were digging their way out.
The other two were found
buried underneath and had
to be revived before being
whisked away for question-
ing.

Lieutenant Hoskins and
Specialist Gurney belong to
a detachment from the 14th
Engineer Battalion who
were supporting the Fifth
Armored Cavalry near
Quang Tri.

attacked by an enemy force and
had been forced to leave their
position to take refuge over a
jungle-covered cliff. An intensive
search along the face of the cliff
located part of the team under
a heavy jungle canppy.

All the Marines were wounded
and needed assistance. Corporal
Springer was lowered by the res-
cue hoist to the jungle floor to
assist the team in preparing for
the lift out.

He sent the most seriously
wounded man up first followed
by two others.

When the injured men were
questioned, they said they doubt-
ed that the remainder of the
squad had survived the enemy
attack. Radio calls, however,
convinced the helicopter crews
that other Marines from the pa-
trol were alive. The search con-
tinued till dark.

The next morning the Sea
Knights returned to resume their

search. To cope with the tall
jungle canopy, an extra 300-foot
cable was employed. This per-
mitted the helo to hover well
above the frees.

Finally, the remainder of the
team was spotted and hoisted
aboard.

During the rescue, enemy gun-
ners on the cliff’s edge opened
fire on the chopper causing ma-

jor damage.

The damaged ship limped to a
temporary landing zone and sat
down for repairs. As the crew
chief, Corporal Springer volun-
teered to remain with the plane
until repairs could be finished.

Five days later, the tired
crewman rode his helicopter
back from the “routine’” recon
pick up.

Attack Continued...

(Continued From Page 1)
of 29 trucks, 22 supply boats
and nine gun positions.
_ A total of seven B-52 strikes
were flown with the majority of
the strikes in the Tay Ninh
province area. The crews, ac-
cording to official communi-
ques, reported that their arsenal
of bombs set off 31 medium to
large secondary explosions.

U.S. Army helicopter crews

Valorous Soldier...

(Continued From Page 1)
namese allies changed all of
that.

Late on that night enemy
troops poured into Hue — send-
ing the specialist and his bud-
dies to defense positions around
the university district compound
which was to later be named in
his honor.

Specialist Doezema’s post was
a 20-foot tower commanding an
otherwise protected avenue of
approach for the enemy troops.
He used the machine gun mount-
ed there with telling effect.

In Colonel Harbins words,
“Many of us here today a4dre
alive because of his actions that
night.”

An enemy rocket slammed
into the roof of his shelter but
he kept a steady stream of
machine gun fire on the at-
tackers. Seriously wounded, he
called encouragement and ad-

vice to his buddies below on the
ground.

The enemy knew they had to
silence that gun. The slender
Michigan farm boy behind it
was hurting them — and badly.

Then another rocket hit the
tower-top shelter.

“Specialist Doezema was
mortally wounded. For his gal-
lantry he was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross.”

The memorial at Doezema
Compound honors all the men
who have fallen while advising
and assisting the Vietnamese
armed forces from the Hue
headquarters.

But the inscription at the top
honors Army Specialist Frank
Doezema—a 19-year-old draftee
—a citizen soldier—who gave
his life defending fellow sol-
diers, sailors, airmen and Ma-
rines at Hue on the first day
of the Vietnamese New Year.

reported Kkilling 60 enemy in
scattered actions in South Viet-
nam. In the Mekong Delta,
Army aircraft crews flew 729
support sorties for ARVN infan-
try operations.

The rocket-firing ship, USS
White River, from the U.S.
Seventh Fleet, fired a barrage
of more than 1,000 rounds caus-
ing 49 secondary explosions and
13 large fires while firing in
support of Republic Regional
Forces and Republic of Korea
Marines, in operations 10 miles
southeast of Qui Nhon.

Promotion
Seminar
Findings

SAIGON (MACV) — A semi-
nar was conducted recently at

Vung Tau by the MACV Office
of the Adjutant General to re-

‘view and update the MACV pro-

motion directive in conformity
with the standardized promotion
system to be adopted by the De-
partment of the Army Aug. 1,
1968.

Colonel Sydney Gritz, Adjutant
General (AG), assisted by Ser-
geant Major Kenneth Rielly, AG
Personnel Division, organized
and initiated the seminar. It in-
cluded personnel sergeant ma-
jors and officers from various
sections in MACV.

The MACV enlisted promotion
directive will be published incor-
porating the approved changes
resulting from the seminar and

those made by the Army regula-
tions.

Although the requirements fer
temporary promotion generally
are unchanged, the new proce-
dures permit computation of pre-
cise numerical scores for signifi-
cant factors that are considered
in the comparative evaluation of
individuals for promotion. For
example, scores will be comput-
ed for the following factors:

Max.
FACTOR Score

Active Federal Service 100
Time In Current Grade 100
Enlisted Evaluation Score 150

Civilian Education 75
Military Education : 100
Physical Fitness 25

Enlisted Efficiency Report 250
Promotion Board Appraisal 200

The new scoring procedures
will benefit individual soldiers
and commanders. It will permit
the soldier to accurately meas-
ure how he compares with others
competing for promotion. A sol-
dier will be better able to isolate
areas in which he is weak and
improve them to increase his
promotion potential. Transfers
between units will net negate a
well qualified soldier’s opportu-
nity for promotion.

Commanders will be able to
differentiate more easily be-
tween soldiers whose over-all
qualifications are roughly equal.
They will be better able to coun-
sel individuals who do not quali-
fy for promotion, and to explain
what such soldiers can do to in-
crease their potential.

Because the scores will mean
roughly the same thing through-
out the Army, commanders will
be able to integrate newly-as-
signed personnel into promotion
lists quickly and fairly.
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