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finds himself the victim of enemy fire.
(USMC PHOTO By: Sgt J. McCullough)

Against Impossible Odds

AF Fighters Join Jolly Green Rescue

DA NANG (USAF) — “It was
the most beautiful air show that
I've ever seen,” commented
U.S. Marine Major Curtis Law-
son, after being rescued in
North Vietnam by an HH-3E
Jolly Green Giant rescue crew
from the 37th Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Squadron.

After spending more than 20
hours clinging to a mud river
bank 32 miles north of the de-
militarized zone, Major Lawson
was picked up despite the ring
of heavy antiaircraft fire that
surrounded him.

“I never thought that we were
soing to get out of there, so we
decided to go in firing and to
take a Jof of them with us,”
said Air Force Major Charles
E. Wicker, aircraft command-
er of the rescue chopper. “I
think that the reason they didn’t
get us is because nobody want-

-ed to stick his head up with all

that fire going into them.”
The rescue operation involved
air  strikes from tactical jet
fighters and A-1E Skyraiders.
ﬂ.&n all-day effort, the operation
resulted in a well coordinated,
successful rescue of the downed
major. !
Major Lawson and his bom-

bardier-navigator were flying a
Marine A-6 Intruder from Ma-
rine Aircraft Group-12, 1st Ma-
rine Aircraft Wing, in Chu Lai
when they were downed by ene-
my fire over North Vietnam.

“I was chasing trucks down
the road and bombing them,”
the major said. “I broke to the
left and they nailed me. I'm
pretty sure that it was a 37Tmm
gun- that got me. The aircraft
caught fire and we lost all con-
trol-stick steering. Then we lost
the radio and my bombardier-
navigator punched out. I fol-
lowed him shortly thereafter.”

The bombardier-navigator is
listed as missing in action.

Major Lawson landed in a
river and immediately separat-
ed himself from the parachute
and tried to submerge it in the
water.

“I started swimming and the
enemy, who were about 30 feet
away, started shouting and
making a lot of noise. I went
to the other side of the river
and got into a little overhang
and hollowed out a gully for
myself underneath some under-
brush.”

Because he was in deep wa-
ter, the major had a hard time

trying to stabilize himself on
the mud bank so that he could
remain under cover. Later that
night when the enemy eased its
search activity, he eased out of
the water. ““After a while, I de-
cided to run but I couldn’t get
out of the damn place,” he said.
“After 30 to 45 minutes, I de-
cided to return to the river be-

cause there were people all over
the place.”

During the night, the enemy
had made an extensive investi-
gation of the area. At one time
a boat came within reaching
distance of the pilot but did not
spot him. The pilot kept still
and did not move from his

(Continued on Back Page)
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DA NANG (USMC) —
In separate 3rd Miarine
Division actions in North-
ern I Corps recently,
Leathernecks netted a total
of 321 North Vietnamese
Army (NVA) soldiers kill-
ed in continuing efforts to
thwart the elusive enemy
infiltrating south across the
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).

These figures raise the enemy
body count to more than the
3,300 mark for Operation Napo-
lean/Saline, a longstanding Ma-
rine campaign in this northern-
most area.

Battle On The Beaches

In one major contact with the
NVA, flanked by the South
China Sea, Marines accounted
for 230 enemy killed. The action
occurred only a few miles below
the DMZ.

Three battalions of Marines
closed with the NVA near the
village of Lai An where they
encountered well entrenched en-
emy  forces. The Leatherneck
units proceeded through the area
to the east along the beaches,
supported by Naval gunfire,
Marine jet air strikes and
friendly organic artillery, to
finally overpower the stubborn
enemy.

This confrontation al-
s0 yielded seven NVA detainees,
eight crew served and 29 auto-
matic weapons.

Imminent Attacks Quelled

In hilltop battles character-
ized by sporadic hand-to-hand
combat,”a battalion of 3rd Ma-
rine Division trcopers repelled
two well coordinated enemy at-
tacks on their position south-
west of Khe Sanh, killing 91
NVA.

Hill 689, the 1st Battalion, 1st
Regiment stronghold, was the
target of two reinforced NVA
companies which attacked once
in the late morning and again
at 10 p.m. that night.

The attacks came as no sur-
prise — the 1st Battalion had
been waiting for two days.

Elements. of the battalion first
moved to Hill 689 after a friend-
ly patrol made contact with an
estimated enemy platoon. Once
positioned on the hill, they re-
ceived intense NVA small arms
and mortar fire.

Following repeated shellings
the remainder of the battalion,
operating on the hills overlook-
ing Khe Sanh, was heli-lifted to
the hilltop, anticipating the im-
minent attacks.

The attacks came. Through-
out the assaults, the NVA bom-

(Continued on Back Page)

ARVN Rangers Lauded By LBJ

CAN THO (USA) — The 42nd
Ranger Battalion® recently be-
came the first Vietnamese bat-
talion-size unit to be awarded
two U.S. Presidential Unit Cita-
tions. .

The - oak leaf cluster to the
first citation was formally pre-
sented by General Creighton W.
Abrams, COMUSMACYV, in cer-
emonies at Can Tho Army air
field.

The battalion was cited for
extraordinary heroism in a bat-
tle against the elite Viet Cong
Soc Trang Provincial Battalion
in Vinh Chau (Ba Xuyen prov-
ince) May 17, 1966.

The Rangers were lifted into
the objective area by helicop-
ters and, as an advance ele-

ment cleared a mangrove
thicket, the Viet Cong opened
fire from well-prepared defen-
sive positions. The battalion
countered the fire, deployed its
elements and assaulted the po-
sitions.

The 1st and 3rd companies at-
tacked the enemy’s flank but
made little headway despite -in-
tense hand-to-hand combat. At
this point the commander, Ma-
jor Luu Trong Kiet, deployed
the 2nd company with the 4th
and a coordinated battalion at-
tack was launched.

Facing intensive fire from
three staggered lines of en-
trenchments, the Rangers
closed with the enemy and en-
gaged him in fierce hand-to-

hand combat until the objective
was cleared.

Major Kiet was not on hand
to see his unit honored for the
second time. He died of wounds
suffered in the battle of Vi
Thanh, Chuong Thien province,
December 8 of last year.

The 42nd earned its original
U.S. Presidential Unit Citation
also under command of Major
Kiet. It was awarded for action
at Phuoc Long, near Bac Lieu
city, Bac Lieu province Oct. 16,
1964. ¢

The Rangers all but annihilat-
ed three VC main force compa-
nies in that action which was
characterized by hand-to-hand
combat within the enemy posi-
tions.
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Editorial

Protect Yourself!

Who'’s the GI’s biggest enemy in Vietnam? No, it’s
not Charlie or his big brother from up North—it’s you
and your buddies!

Carelessness with your weapon, disregard of safe
driving practices, and ignorance of safety precautions to
be taken around hazardous machinery and materials all

add up to trouble and too often death!

During the first' four months of 1968 there were
more than 3,700 non-hostile casualties in Vietnam—and
that’s more than 3,700 too many! Sure, some were un-
avoidable, but there’s certainly no excuse for the driver
who passed on a curve and came head-on into a bus;
or for the careless trooper who killed his buddy with an
“empty”’ gun; or for the chopper crewman who didn’t
have his sleeves rolled down during refueling and was
severely burned.

It is unfortunate that many servicemen—because
we're in a combat zone—regard accidents as unprevent-
able and therefore excusable. The overcrowded and in-
adequate highways, the unfamiliar terrain, and the num-
ber of personnel who, of necessity, carry weapons don’t
make accidents inevitable — they only increase the need
for all servicemen in-country to be safety conscious/
Common sense and good judgment, along with compliance
with existing safety regulations, can make your tour a
good deal safer. i

If the sign says: “MOGAS — No Smoking within
50 Meters,” you may not care about the thousands of
gallons of gas that might be lost, but what 2bout you?
If the sign says “Slow Down — DANGER!,” you may
not care about the vehicle that might be damaged and
the power lines that might be knocked down, but what
about you?

What price can you put on your hands, legs, eyes
or life? The best insurance you can have to protect them
costs very little — just a few seconds of your time to
heed some common-sense precautions. (MACV)

‘Little Old Minemakers'
Demand Caution Of Gls

SAIGON (MACV)—The VC/-
NVA, after years of experience
dating back to the French-Viet
Minh Conflict, are efficient and
cunning in the use of mines and
booby traps. They use these de-
vices to harass, slow down, in-
flict casualties and demoralize
friendly forces.

The VC/NVA are resourceful
and make maximum use of all
explosive ordnance at their dis-
posal. ‘They police the battle
area for unexploded ordnance
and modify them for use as
mines and booby traps, or use
the explosives as a filler for
locally manufactured munitions.

Grenades are commonly used
as booby traps because they are
light in weight, easy to carry
and conceal, and readily adapt-
able. They frequently are put in
trees, on gates, doors, barri-
cades and fences, along trails
and areas frequented by allied
troops, such as landing zones
and water wells.

The enemy marks his mines
and booby traps with various

signs. Booby traps have been
found marked by tufts of grass
10 inches apart, perpendicular
to the point of the trail where
the trap is located; inverted
rock “V” indicators and small
bits of adhesive tape scattered
around the devices have been
noted. Since enemy units are
forced to move throughout the
country, there must be some
standard marking scheme. Any
unusual markings or signs along
a trail should be treated as a
booby trap indicator.

Anti-personnel mines are used
on defensive terrain nearby so
that troops moving to the high
ground to protect a disabled
vehicle are then exposed to the
AP mines and booby traps. AP
mines are also used to defend
entrances to enemy areas or
underground hiding places and
for ambushes along trails.

Watch yourself when you are
participating in offensive opera-
tions; the enemy is likely to
booby trap anything you may
use or discard.
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Just In Case

You Have
Not Heard

* * *
New ‘Copter’

Computerized
During Flights

FORT MONMOUTH (ANF) —
The AH-56A, Cheyenne, the
Army’s newest attack helicopter
will soon hit the warpath, aided
by an advanced computer-
directed electronic system that
promises to make this speedy
new ‘‘chopper’’ a terror to enemy
soldiers.

The Cheyenne, a heavily
armed helicopter with a cruising
speed of 250 miles an hour, has
been undergoing flight tests con-
ducted for the Army at several
California sites.

The electronic system, using
data processed by a computer,
will give the weapons-equipped
helicopter the capabilities of
precise navigation and flight
control, fire control, and built-
in line checkout and in-flight
failure warning.

The advanced navigation sys-
tem will enable the pilot to fly
unerringly from take-off to land-
ing without referring to the
ground, during darkness and bad
weather as well as in clear day-
light.

The built-in test equipment,
providing both pre-flight and in-
flight check-out, is a major de-
sign feature which helps make
the Cheyenne easy to maintain
and highly reliable. A fault loca-
tion system uses recorded mes-
sages to give flight safety warn-
ings.

Through use of automatic fire
control, the two-man crew will
be able to bring the Cheyenne’s
weapons - into instant play for
first-round hits. The copilot, who
is also the gunner, may use
either a periscope or direct
sighting. In addition, the pilot
will have a sight mounted on
his helmet. Wherever he looks,

a gun points.
*

x K
Cashing-In
Savings Notes
To Be Easier

WASHINGTON (ANF) — The
Department of Defense has been
advised that United States Sav-
ings Notes (Freedom Shares)
can be redeemed only by Feder-
al Reserve Banks or their
branches, pending enactment of
Federal legislation which is ex-
pected in the near future.

Meanwhile, according to De-
partment of the Army Message
871165, holders desiring to
redeem Freedom Shares may
present such shares for certifi-
cation to any bank where the
holder is known. The certified
shares should then be forwarded
for redemption to either the
nearest Federal Reserve Bank
or branch or to the Treasurer of
the United States, Washington,
D.C. 20220.

In overseas areas, Freedom
Shares may be presented to U.S.
military banking facilities or
branches of U.S. banks for the
required certification.

The certified shares - should
then be forwarded for redemp-
tion either to the Federal Re-
serve Bank of New York, N.Y.
10045, the Federal Reserve Bank
of San Francisco, San Francisco,
Calif. 94120, or the Treasurer of
the United States.
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CURVY PLAYMATE—Curvacious Carroll Baker is indeed a girl
one would like to meet in the park. The beautiful blond
actress has been seen many times on the screen in The Carpet
Baggers, Harlow, and Devil’s Station to mention just a few.

viewing vietnam
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Animism, the belief that spirits
exist in the world of animate
and inanimate objects like rocks
and trees, is part of the religion
of many Vietnamese. It is pre-
dominantly the religion of the
Montagnards, the highlanders.
The Animist lives in a world
inhabited by spirits, both good
and bad, and these spirits are
active in influencing the out-
come of daily events.

The Animist believes that he
must care for the spirits to keep
from angering them or causing
them to re-enter the visible
world. He thinks of these spirits
as capable of having human emo-
tions, and he believes that they
can be greedy, deceptive, un-
predictable, bitter and even
revengeful. However, the spirits
of men who were good while
alive do not cause problems,
provided that they are properly
cared for by their families. Rites
have to be performed to send
these souls to the world of spirits
in the proper manner.

While the Animist does not
want to offend spirits, he also
desires to use them to his ad-
vantages. Just as members of
other religions that we are
familiar with pray to ‘'go be-
tweens’’ to help them ask for
favors from their deity, the
Animist uses spirits to help him
achieve his goals in life. He
engages in prayer and ritual to
cause them teo do his will and
to placate those spirits which
otherwise would harm him.

The most important man in
the village of the Animist is the

sorcerer. It is the sorcerer who
gives advice on what the moods
of the spirits are and what can
be done to please him. The
Animist also places a great deal
of emphasis on omens, which
may appear  in the form of
dreams or even as happenings
in the real world. For example,
a dog sneezing at a wedding is
considered to be a sign that the
wedding is a mistake, and the
wedding is halted immediately.

A traveler who sees the tracks
of an animal across the trail
may consider this to be a sign
that the spirits are against him.
He may stop his trip, return to
the village, and consult with the
sorcerer to find out how he can
continue his trip.

An important concept in the
life of an Animist is that the
dead must be given proper
burial. To deny the dead this
privilege is to condemn the dead
person’s spirit to aimless wan-
dering.

The Animist also believes that
to mutilate or decapitate the
body harms the spirit as well as
the body. The VC and the NVA
use this belief in their terrorisn
by decapitating those who will
not submit to Communism or
who openly oppose them.

From birth to death the world
of the Animist is filled with con-
cern for spirits. So when work-
ing with the Animists, you must
take care not to offend the
spirits, or you may anger your
hosts. Respect their spirits, their
beliefs, and you will be showing
respect for them.

goon. . ..

“We have faith that an honorable peace can be
achieved in Vietnam. . . . But this should also be clear:
We shall not be defeated on the battlefield while talks

Lyndon B. Johnson
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A series of excercises and obstacle courses are included in the ARVN combat training

U.S. Silver Star

Gen Abrams Decorates Viet

HUE (I CORPS) — Men who
fought at Hue will long remem-
ber the outstanding combat re-
cord chalked up there by the
Hae Bao (Black Panther) Reac-
tion Company of the ARVN’s 1st
Infantry Division.

The one man most responsible
for that record was recently
awarded a U.S. Silver Star Med-
al by General Creighton B,
Abrams, Commander, U.S. Mili-
tary Assistance Command, Viet-
nam.

Dui Uy (Captain) Tran Ngoc
Hue 28 year-old Hac Bao com-
mander, was cited for saving
the lives of two U.S. Marine sen-
tries trapped at Hue’s citadel
airport during the first minutes
of the enemy attack on January
3lst,

_His citation also called atten-
tion to Captain Hue’s outstand-
Ing personal leadership through-
out the 25-day battle to regain

control of Vietnam’s old impe-
rial city.

Captain Hue knew two mem-
bers of the Hue MACV Marine
security section remained on
duty at the airfield overnight.
When NVA forces hit he unhesi-
tatingly led his company to their
rescue, even though his unit was
cut off and boxed in on three
sides.

After picking up Marine Pri-
vate First Class Victor Milian
and Lance Corporal Billy R.

Peck, the captain and his com-

pany fought through encircling
‘enemy and broke into the 1st
Division = compound, relieving
pressure there.

Dur@ng these two engagements
Captain Hue moved all over his
company front, exhorting his
men, directing their fire. He was
totally heedless of his personal
safety.

According to U.S. Marine Cap-
tain James J. Coolican, the cap-

ARVN Units Show Progress;
Officer Cited In Advancement

LAM SON (USA)—ARVN units
n[.)ef'atmg within the 1st Infantry
Pmsmn area are constantly
Improving. Officers like Captain
Ly Siu Cong, commander of the
2nd Battalion, 8th Regiment, 5th
ARVN Division are largely re-
Sponsible for the progres 1
o progress being

Like many of South Vietnam’s
gwst ferven_t patriots, Captain
ong once lived in North Viet-
nam. He Was a professor of ad-
Ministration at a college in the
;-‘;t_) of Mon Cay near Hanoi. In

54 he came south and joined
the army-,
b'CeEpFain Cong’s efforts as a
rdttd]]Ol‘l commander have been
€markably successful. When he
zszumed command, desertions
-a“‘ ]f)_w morale were considered

_set.loqs_prub]cm in the unit.
m) Providing quick action for his
neer({] when emergency leave was
o eded and allowing for recrea-
lhoxnal Passes on a rotation basis,

€ captain eliminated desertion.

_ Other steps he has taken to
improve his men’s morale have
beer_l to provide better adminis-
trative machinery so that paper-
wqu would not stop a man from
being promoted, getting pay for
dependents, or receiving decora-
tions. Previously, a soldier
would have had to submit his
own paperwork for any such re-
quest, and most of the men were
unfamiliar with the procedures
involved.

The young officer received his
commission in 1954 at the 5th
ARVN Division officer’s course.
He later attended a school of
personnel managment. After
completing the school, Captain
Cong became District Chief of
Hai Ninh district, Binh Than
province. As district chief, Cap-
tain Cong earned the respect
and love of his people by insti-
gating badly-needed social re-
forms.

Captam Cong exemplifies the
type of intelligent leader that
will eventually guide Vietnam to
peace and prosperity.

tain’s advisor during the Hue
battle, “The Black Panthers ac-
counted for 131 enemy killed
during one 26 hour engagement
on February 22nd and 23rd.

“‘On the 24th they successfully
assaulted the enemy’s headquar-
ters in the old imperial palace.”

“During the battle for Hue the
Black Panthers killed 317 North
Vietnamese while taking casual-
ties of only 17 killed them-
selves.” Captain Coolican con-
tinued by saying, “I attribute
the company’s superior perform-
ance to Captain Hue’s outstand-
ing leadership.”

“He personally led his 100-man
company against superior NVA
forces who were well armed,
well equipped — and he inflicted
a crushing defeat on them.”

o« P Sy

QUANG NGAI (I CORPS) —
“More than 90 per cent of
trainees from Quang Ngai and
Quang Tin provinces are volun-
teers,” begins Captain Vinh
Thanh, executive officer at the
2nd Division Training Camp
west of Quang Ngai City, as he
explains the increased prowess
of the division’s soldiers.

What is the motivation? It
may be resentment caused by
VC violation of the nation’s
holiest and most joyous holiday
—the Lunar New Year (TET).
Or it may be a new recognition

of the VC menace of their
homeland.
Whatever the motivation,

volunteers in southern I Corps
are coming into the army so
fast that drafting has not yet
been necessary to fill the quota
lof Vietnam’s new mobilization
aws.

The training program at the
2nd_Division camp is quick to
capitalize on recruits’ natural
motivations. Soldiers are told
what the VC are doing, and are
shown what progress the legiti-
mate government has made
against its problems.

Troops attending the camp
have another incentive—they
will be assigned within the di-
vision area of operation—
Quang Ngai and Quang Tin
provinces, their own homes.

The results are highly moti-
vated graduates, more effective
because they know what’s go-
ing on. “Deserters do not come
from our recruits,” claims Cap-
tain Thanh.

RVN Trainees Enlist’

Other developments add to
the subtle, pervasive change in
outlook. Many recruits are ac-
tually army veterans returning
to service to complete their
expanded military obligation.
They bring with them invalua-
ble prior experience which
makes instructing and learning
considerably easier.

Introduction of front line
weapons training has produced
a visible response in troops.
The center is currently building
a new rifle range to accomo-
date the M-16. M-79 and M-60
training is also being given.
The result has been an over-
whelming increase in morale
carried into the field as firm
self-confidence.

The leadership course taught
by the division has the highest
recommendation possible. Field
commanders are so impressed
with its graduates that they
flood the program with candi-
date from field units.

"'I.‘he program is definitely
putting better quality soldiers
in the field,” asserts U.S. Army
Advisor Captain Fred Milton
after five months of observa-
tion. “We're getting a seconda-
ry advantage too,”” he adds.
“Newly trained personnel are
going back to the field and
spreading their knowledge to
others.”

As he prepares to leave Viet-
nam, Captain Milton summa-
rizes the division progress:
“I think ARVN is beginning to
sense victory, and the training
administered west of Quang
Ngai is a major factor.”

PREPARING A TRAP—Members of an ARVN Long Range

Four Leathernecks

Elude Fifty NVA

DONG HA (USMC) — A four-
man Marine reconnaissance
team faced 50 North Vietnamese
soldiers and an enemy tank and
got away with it.

The Leatherneck quartet of
the 3rd Force Reconnaissance
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Patrol (LRP) team, studying with a 2nd Brigade, 4th Infantry
Division LRP, prepare to spring a trap on unsuspecting Viet

Cong during a recent operation.

(USA PHOTO By: Sp4 Nick Pasdnikoff)’

Company, 3rd Marine Division
were 10 miles from Khe Sanh.
The Marines had finished their
assigned recon mission and were
on their way to a predesignated
helicopter pickup point when
they encountered the enemy.

‘“As we approached our pickup
point we heard a tank and NVA
movement to our front,”’ reecalls
Private First Class Ken Me-
Dowell, a rifleman with the
team.

The four Marines set up a
perimeter and waited for the ap-
proaching enemy.

“I looked through the elephant
grass and all of a sudden there
were two NVA about five feet
away from me,” said Private
First Class Rick Serianne, point
man for the patrol. “I opened
up with my M-16 and saw both
of them go down.”

The Léathernecks immediately
broke contact and moved to
their alternate helicopter pickup
point.

With the NVA. alerted and
looking for the Marines, the re
connaissance team held its fire
from well camouflaged positions.

‘“They were swimming all
around us,” continued PFC
Serianne.

““All at once one NVA jumped
up about 50 meters from us and
started to shoot in the air and
yell ‘American, American.’ We
knew he wanted us to open fire
so they could find us,” explained
PFC Serianne.

But the Marines held their fire
and the NVA gave up their
search.

As the enemy regrouped to
leave the area, a Marine heli-
copter whisked the Marines to
safety.
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When he came to the hospital he was completely paralyz

sent by the 4-H Club, are given to youngsters at

Children’s Hospital

Growth By Popular Demand

DA NANG (USMC) — “Love-
Happiness-Freedom’™ — so reads
a sign at the entrance to the
Hoa Khanh Children’s Hospital
within the Camp Books head-
quarters compound of Marine
Force Logistic Command (FLC),
nine miles northwest of Da
Nang.

The hospital, a unique ex-
periment in humanity, is dedi-
cated to the children of Viet-
nam and was established by
two Navy doctors during 1965.
It has steadily grown from an
11-bed facility to its present
structure, capable of accom-
modating 70 in-patients.

Staffed by FLC corpsmen and
Vietnamese nurses aides with
an FLC doctor conducting daily
rounds, this unique medical
establishment has turned a deaf
ear to enemy propaganda brand-
ing the hospital a ‘‘slaughter
house” and the American doc-
tors as “killers of innocent chil-
dren.”

“Since September last year
we've admitted and treated ap-

the Children’s Hospital.

proximately 1,800 patients, most
of whom range in age from days
to 20 years,” said Navy Lieute-
nant Sean F. Fitzgerald, doc-
tor-in-charge.

“We are working with this
paralysis case,”” said Doctor
Fitzgerald, pointing to the con-
torted figure of a young boy
huddled on a cot. *“This young-
ster,” he continued, ‘‘has been
with us since last September
and is doing remarkably well
considering his illness.”

The child was completely
paralyzed from the neck down
when he was admitted. With pro-

»%g e
A Seabee

lends technical “know

The head nurse reacts to news that this boy will lose his leg.

per attention, nutrition and
therapeutical treatment, he has
progressed to the point,of feed-
ing himself, and even renders
a ‘“smart salute and bright
smile”” for all visitors.

A minor irritation noted by
American and Vietnamese staff
personal is what “Gwen,” the
head nurse, refers to as ‘‘Chi-
nese medicine.”

“A child was brought fo the
hospital for treatment,”” the pert
former Hanoi resident said. “He
had a chicken tied around his
neck. We were told that treat-
ment would be accepted only
if the child was not bathed and
if the chicken was not removed
from around his neck."”

“Needless to say,” added Doc-
tor Fitzgerald, ‘“‘the child was
bathed, the chicken removed
and was treated!”’

“Gwen’’ explained that the
chicken is cut open and placed on
the child’s chest. It is believed
that the dead chicken, a sacri-
fice, will keep the child’s tem-
perature down. Another form of
‘““Chinese medicine’ is a coat-
ing of animal excreta spread
over infected areas of a sick
person’s body.

As the hospital's fame
spreads, so must its capabilities
expand. A new hospital is in

the making now.

The new hospital, boasting
modern medical facilities, equip-
ment and supplies, will be to
accommodate 120 in-patients. The
plans call for a modern X-ray
lab, dental and pharmacy areas,
an isolation ward, treatment and
emergency rooms, two operat-
ing rooms and a playroom for
the youngsters. The walls
throughout will be covered with
washable white tile.

The building is being con-
structed mainly by the Viet-
namese with technical assist-
ance furnished by Marines and
Seabees.

“We have made great ac
complishments here and have
gained more than an accept-
ance. There has been a noted
decline in recurring chronic ill-
ness that was prevalent in this
area a year ago. This,”” Doctor
Fitzgerald added, ‘“indicates
that the people are accepting
not only us personally, but our
medical knowledge and free
treatment. Total acceptance,
perhaps, has been the key to
success.”’

Story & Photos
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ROK Aviation Unit One Of A Kind

Story by Sp4 L. Ensminger

SAIGON (MACV) — The 11th
Aviation Company, the only Ko-
rean helicopter company in ex-
istence, began its tour in Viet-
nam in early October 1967. Since
that time the company boasts
a no-accident record, one of the
best in Vietnam.

When they came to Vietnam,
they started from the ground up.
Utilizing the men he had taken
to helicopter flight and mainte-
nance school at Ft. Rucker, Ala.,
Lieutenant Colonel Lee Jung
Keun supervised the lay out and
construction of the company’s
base of operations about three
miles north of Nha Trang.

Settled in the bottom of a
gorge where the mountains on
either side rise to form a na-
tural fortress, the cempany’s
initial efforts are readily visible

Wi
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$5G Haskins gives pointers to crew chief.

—a large raised landing plat-
form surrounded by a swarm of
billeting, administrative and
maintenance buildings. But these
efforts are already dwarfed by
Colonel Lee’s dream of one day
commanding a full battalion of
Korean-operated helicopters.

At this time the 11th Aviation
Company has nine helicopters
and two U-21 fixed-wing aircraft.
Most of their operation deals in
the resupply of 12 Korean out-
posts, perched high in the moun-
tains, which stand as the north-
ern defense perimeter for the
city of Nha Trang.

On occasion they have been
called in for emergency duty as
medevacs and for fire support
missions.

When Colonel Lee organized
the outfit for its training in
America, he had 34 men under

e

{MACV PHOTO By: SSgt. C.T. Owen)

X-ray Equipment Given
In Memory Of Troopers

DI AN (USA) — More than

$15,000 worth of x-ray equipment
was presented to Father Victor
Berset recently at the Ben San
Leprosarium through the efforts
iJf.a 1st Infantry Division chap-
ain.

Chaplain (Major) Clement

avenport, Catholic chaplain of
the 2nd Brigade, wrote to sever-
al of his friends in the United
States asking them to help locate
the badly needed equipment for
the more than 350 patients.

Dy. William Kennett, of Se-
quoia Hospital in Redwood City,
Calif., and Mrs. Claire Delaney.
4 nurse at the hospital, were in-
Strumental in getting the ma-
chine to Father Davenport. It
Was donated in memory of all
the men of the 1st Infantry Divi-
Slon who have given their lives
In Vietnam,

“Wp are most grateful to the
1st Division for this equipment,”
said Father Berset, who has

€n at Ben San for nearly 20
years,

: The X-ray machine took near-
¥ a month to get to Vietnam by

ship. It was picked up in Long
Binh by Specialist 4 Ronald
Powers, Father Davenport’s as-
sistant.

Upon its arrival in Di An, Cap-
tain J.C. Barbosi, the 2nd Bri-
gade’s civil affairs officer, ar-
ranged ftransportation of the
3,500 pound gift by truck to the .
leprosarium.

WO-1 Hackenberg instructs a Korean pilot prior to take-off.
(MACV PHOTO By: SSgt. C.T. Owen)

his charge — 16 pilots and 18
mechanics. The pilots went
through a Q-Course (Quick
Course) in helicopter flight train-
ing, which is designed for men
who are already qualified pilots.
It consisted of eight weeks train-
ing in the OH-23 and six weeks
in the Huey.

After completing their courses
at Ft. Rucker, the men of the
11th Aviation Company were
deployed to their present site
just north of Nha Trang under
the command of the Korean’s

100th Logistical Command.

There are only two American
advisors currently working with
the company: Warrant Officer
Roy A. Hackenberg, a Mainte-
nance Technician (pilot and
mechanic), and Staff Sergeant
George E. Haskins, a chief
mechanic.

Colonel Lee is not idly dream-
ing as he talks of completely
supporting all of the Republic of
Korea (ROK) Army operations
in the area. Eighteen more Ko-
reans are training in the United

States now; they will be in Viet-
nam in November.

“I think next year we will
have one battalion of three com-
panies,” said Colonel Lee.

The colonel and his men know
that their hopes are not mere
pipe dreams, for they have
proven their worth and high ef-
fectiveness. The 11th Aviation’s
accident-free record, in light of
their high rate of availability
(the number of helicopters ready
to fly at any given time), speaks
volumes on their behalf.

Project Maconomy

Services Save $47-Million

SAIGON (MACV)—Army and
Air Force units recently sub-
mitted quarterly reports ac-
counting for savings of more
than $47 million dollars under
Project Maconomy, the Cost Re-
duction Program of the Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam.

The Air Force’s 377th Combat
Support Group at Tan Son Nhut
air base reported savings of

Your Badllot,

SAIGON (MACVY) — Now is
the time to take some positive
action if you are to vote this
year in your state or national
elections. Here are a few of the
states holding elections during
September.

ARIZONA — Must be resident
of state for one year, have 30
days residency in county and
precinct. Must be able to read
Constitution in English and write
name. Must be registered.
Primary September 10. To regis-
ter, Armed Forces personnel are
to mail FPCA to County Record-
er within 30 days before Satur-
day preceding election. Your

Your Vote

ballot will be accepted up to 6
p.m. on election day.

GEORGIA — Must be a resi-
dent of state for one year, six
months in county. Must be of
good character and a good
citizen. Must be registered. If
you have voted at all in state
or have requested continuance
in last three years, registration
is not required. Mail FPCA at
anytime to Board of Registrars,
county of residence, not more
than 90 to five days before date
of election. Your ballot must ar-
rive cne day prior to election.
Primary election to be held
September 11.

$23.1 million. The group revali-
dated all base supply due-out
requirements and reviewed mini-
mum stock levels with the result
that 10,000 due-out requirements
were cancelled and minimum
stock levels were reduced from
67,000 to 23,000 items. Included
in these transactions was the
cancellation of 14,231 items.

A second program produced a
$70,400 saving in annual equip-
ment rental fees by eliminating
the need for a digital subscriber
terminal (DST) through the em-
ployment of a less costly circuit
transceiver system, Either sys-
tem can be used for transmitting
supply data from punched cards.

Lieutenant Colonel William J.
Cochran, management officer
for the Assistant Chief of Staff,
Comptroller, 1st Logistical Com-
mand, reported Army units in
Vietnam saved $22,279,000 during
the 1968 fiscal year as part of
the Project Maconomy Program.

The Army, he said, saved
more than $9 million on a one-
time basis by reducing stockage
level of C-rations in Vietnam. A
total of $8,506,000 is being saved
at the Qui Nhon port due to in-
creased productivity in steve-

dore operations. By increasing
cargo handling at a lower rate
per ton, the cost of handling
cargo has been decreased with
no significant increase in per-
sonnel or facilities.

Colonel Cochran said the Army
will save about $300,000 over a
three-year period by substituting
drift bolts for bridge spikes in
bridge construction projects in
Vietnam.

A drift bolt, he explained, sells
for 17 cents as compared with
$1.30 for a bridge spike. No
sacrifice in quality results, he
added.

Another item substitution will
save the government $3,484 on a
one-time basis. This is the sub-
stitution of expensive jungle
fatigues with light weight fatigue
uniforms for non-combat troops.

On a world-wide scale, the
government will save an esti-
mated $951,000 over a three-year
period by eliminating the protec-
tive cover mounted on six-round
pallets of 175mm shells. Officials
say this not only saves money,
but in a tropical climate the
cover is detrimental to the shells
since it retains moisture and in-
creases the need for mainte-
nance on the projectile.

RN
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clothing and that it would be a controllers at the Paris Control Dustoff deliveries vary. Some- Medevac Company expressed for having ambulance and life- 67-Nahoor sheep
good idea if she could send and Reporting Center (CRC) at times they return with walking “‘sincere thanks and appreci- saving apparatus waiting on the 51 52 53 54 %
some."’ : Tan Son Nhut air base play a patients, litter patients and in- ation to Paris for services that ground when the dustoffs ar- DOWN
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the day of the fire. “We certain- Dustoff’* helicopters — UH-ls ’ f et money 2
ly didn’t have to look very hard —fly at low level and some- t t 3-Flower bed 55
to find some people to give these times call in from as far as Tay n an r men eac n 's o o s ‘;‘Pfﬂphet b 57
emg stor We . dusg, drove .fo Ninh. The Paris air traffic con-  FIRE BASE GREY (USA)— minute classes three to six days - “The children have shown Pecled Distr. by United Feature Syndicate, Ine. 23 g
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pleased with the way things The controller must guide the elementary school children at mentals,” Lieutenant Lancaster WIiting Dbooks, pencils, pens, AVI NGS MAKES WELL, FRANKLY, CHARLIE
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worked out. “We certainly re- dustoff medevac around weather pinh Son, about eight miles said. “Short sentences are com. Ciasels and rulers The w BROWN, WED RATHER NOT... R e A PRI LA

sponded to their needs in record
time. They were still working
on the fire while we were dis-
tributing the clothes,”” he said.
He has hepes that his idea will
catch on among other groups
of citizens in the states.

and artillery. Once the pickup is
made, the centroller records
casualty information and relays
the message to a second key
man, the Paris operations con-
trol technician. The control
tech then calls the necessary

southeast of the division’s Bear-
cat base camp.

Second Lieutenant Randall J.
Lancaster, battalion civic ac-
tions officer, and Sergeant Wil-
liam Hampton, conduct 90-

posed from a basic word list.
After hearing the sentence in
Vietnamese, the children speak
and write it in English until
they learn the words and
meaning,

also plan to supply Vietnamese-
English handbooks for school
use.

“Following classes, we give
them candy and fruit for their
hard work,” the lieutenant
said. -

DREAMS PAY OFF

GET WITH IT - STAY WITH IT!
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F-100 Supersabre jet—the typé that was used to pound the enemy anti-aircraft sites during the rescue of
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Major Lawson.
(USAF PHOTO)

AF Fighters, Jolly Green Rescue Pilot...

(Continued From Page 1)

watery hiding place for the rest
of the night.

At first light, the major spot-
ted an Air Force F-100 Super-
sabre flying overhead—the first
since he had gone down nine
hours before.

He had a survival radio and
he knew that a rescue attempt
would be made.

“Tt was about 6:30 a.m. The
F-100 pilot assessed the situa-
tion, got my position, and then
left the area, after a good job
of observation,” the rescued pi-
lot said. “I believe the enemy
was trying to set up a trap for
‘the rescue choppers and they
would have done it if the planes
had come in then.”

For the next 11 hours, air
strikes were called in to silence
the enemy guns. ‘Everybody
was really laying it in there
and I was helping them by di-
recting them to the target
area,” he commented. “‘I didn’t
know how long my radio would
last, but I was talking to the
fighters above and they were
laying it in on me. Matter of
fact, I called in a raid on a
37mm gun site that was right
above me, close to the river’s
edge. Some of the debris from
his ordnance fell in the water
beside me.”

Rescue helicopters attempted
to go into the area on several
occasions but were turned back
by the heavy enemy ground
fire. On each attempt, more air
strikes were called into the
area.

One of the Air Force Sky-
raiders took at least 15 hits
while trying to kmock out North
Vietnamese gun positions. *I
had marked the position of the
downed pilot by flying over his
area and asking for a voice
signal when I was directly over-

head,” stated Air Force Major
Alan Hale, one of the early on-
scene commanders of the rescue
operation. “I was forced to
withdraw when I saw that I
was taking hits and losing my
hydraulic pressure,” Major
Hale explained.

Meanwhile, overhead, Jolly
Green helicopters were orbiting
at high altitude awaiting a sig-
nal to descend for the rescue.
In all, the choppers had to
make six refueling trips to
Quang Tri so that they could
be prepared to make the at-
tempt. Three unsuccessful at-
tempts were made. As darkness
began to fall over North Viet-
nam, the fourth—and success-
ful—effort was made.

“It was no fault of the Jolly
Greens that they didn’t make
it in earlier,” Major Lawson
said. “The enemy had three
37mm guns all set up and a
big ordnance depot on the other

Leathernecks

(Continued From Page 1)
barded Marine defenders with
60mm mortar and 57mm re-
ceilless rifle fire. The Leather-
necks countered with their own
mortar fire and other support-
ing arms. Helicopter flare and
gunships were on station to aid
them against the attacks.

At one point during the
pitched night battle the enemy,
carrying satchel charges and
backed by murderous mortar
and recoilless rifle fire, reached
the Marine lines. Hand-to-hand
combat ensued with the defend-
ers regaining centrol- of their
perimeter positions.

Losses for the enemy were
costly: 91 dead, a deserted 60-
mm mortar and numerous au-
tomatic weapons.

side of the river. These guns
were about 50 meters from
me.!’

The Jolly Green started de-
scending from its high orbit for
the fourth attempt; the aircraft
commander, Major Charles E.
Wicker, told the crew to start
firing once they hit the 1,000
foot mark.

“The pararescue man and the
flight engineer started firing
the M-60 machineguns and the
M-16s that we had on board.
Our whole strategy was to keep
firing going in, during the pick-
up, and going out,” Major
Wicker said.

“I really didn’t think that we
were going to get out of there,
so we decided we’d take a lot of
them with us.”

“T told the pilot to pop some
smoke but it came too late and
we overshot him by about 25
yards,” Major Wicker said. “I
spun around in the other direc-
tion and I was just a few feet
above the water. :

We then set down on the wa-
ter and I saw the pilot start
swimming the 15 to 20 yards
for the Jolly Green from the
river bank. The copilot was fir-
ing an M-16 out of the cockpit
while the other crewmen con-
tinued to pour firepower into
the enemy soldiers located in
ditches about 30 meters away.
When the pilot reached the
chopper, he was pulled aboard
and Major Wicker taxied the
aircraft up the river on the sur-
face of the water.

“We went about 100 yards
untii I was able to pick up
enough speed to get out of there
fast. A 37mm gun was firing
behind us, but the rounds were
falling short. We just kept pour-
ing in our own firepower. I'd
estimate we fired about 2,000
rounds frem the time we hit the

water until we lifted off, about
20 of the longest seconds of my
life,”” Major Wicker said.

The Jolly Green then headed
back to Da Nang air base where
Major Lawson was treated for
minor injuries.

“Major Lawson was a number-
cne cool head. He was great,”
said the copilot. “That place was
pretty well dug in. It was be-
cause of everyone’s fire that we
were able to get out of there
without any hits. With so much
coming in, the North Vietnamese
were just afraid to stick their
heads up.”

For the Jolly Green from Da
Nang, it was save number 329 in
the Vietnam War. For the fight-
ers it was a day for strikes
demanding pinpoint accuracy.
For the enemy, it was a trap
that failed. But for a Marine
pilot, the coordinated rescue ef-
{ofrt was the biggest day of his
ife.

Marines
By-pass
Ambush

DA NANG (USMC) — A 1st
Marine Division company,

- caught in an ambush recently by

a North Vietnamese Army
(NVA) battalion, outflanked the
enemy and sent them husiling
in surprised retreat leaving 53
enemy dead behind.

For more than a week 7th Ma-
rine Regiment troops had
searched the mountains south-
west of Da Nang for a large
Communist force. .

Acting on intelligence informa-
tion, the company commander,
2nd Lieutenant E. Stephen Car-
roll, moved his men into the
lowlands.

“We were pretty sure they

were somewhere in the area,” .

said Lieutenant Carroll, ‘“‘so we
moved cautiously, expecting to
make contact at any time.”

When the lead squad came
under sniper fire, they spread
out making fire-team assaults
across a rice paddy and toward
the enemy. :

“As we got in the middle of
the paddy, they started hitting
us with heavy automatic weap-
ons fire,” recalled Private First
Class John C. Robinson. “We
got pinned down behind a paddy
dike and started returning fire
at where we thought they were.”

PFC Robinson ran back to
lead another squad forward with
a corpsman to treat the wound-
ed in his own squad.

In the meantime, the Lieuten-
ant maneuvered elements of his
company around the flanks of
the enemy’s “U-shaped” am-
bush in an attempt to envelop
them.

Marine firepower from small
artillery and Marine jet aircraft
forced the North Vietnamese
troops to break contact and re-
treat into the jungle.

Massachusetts
Offers Bonus

SAIGON (MACV) — The gov-
ernor of Massachusetts recently
signed into legislation a bill
granting $300 state bonuses to
Vietnam veterans. A bonus of
$200 will be given to wveterans
who did not serve in combat
ZOones.

The new law, which becomes
effective immediately under an
emergency preamble, applies
to all persons who entered the
armed forces after July 1, 1958.
To be eligible for this bonus, a
veteran must have six months
state residency.
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diers during the operation.

FIREPOWER ON THE WAY—Mortarmen of
their 81mm mortar in support of infantry u
combat sweep south of Da Nan

=
i

he 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine
nits ' participating in Operation Allen Brook, a

Ev v..

Division fire

w

g. The Leathernecks have killed more than 500 enemy sol-

Thrice-Told Tales

(USMC PHOTO By: Cpl. Dennis Fisher)

VC Abduct 3: Hold In Terror

DAU TIENG (USA) — Three bore

Wweary and bleeding Vietnamese
surrendered to troops of the
25th Infantry Division recently
telling a harrowing tale of living
as Viet Cong captives for more
than eight weeks.

The trio, a ‘woman of about
30, a man 25 and a 16-year-old
_boy, were first spotted sneaking
along an  overgrown trail
through the deep shade of rub-
ber trees.

“When they saw us they
threw up their hands and
walked toward us. They looked
Pretty scared,” said Sergeant
Nat Taylor of A Company, 2nd
Battalion, 12th Infantry.

“They were stark white,”

Commented company command-
€r, First

enker.
heayily

Lieutenant Howard
“Their clothing was
bloodstained, all three

numerous shrapnel
wounds. Their ankles were very
swollen and bruised.”

The woman carried a small
sack of clothes. The man of-
fered two
irons which, he said, had caused
the injured ankles.

“VC kill! VC kill!” The boy
shook as he repeated this
phrase, pointing down the trail
from the direction they had
come.

Tale of Terror

Moments later, through an in-
terpreter, and between gulps of
hot food and puffs on American
cigarettes, the Vietnamese civil-
ians told this story.

Each of them had been taken
singly from widely separated
villages. “I have been impris-
oned for 58 days,” said the
woman. “The first two weeks

handwrought leg .

I was alone, then they brought
the others into the bunker.”

The long weeks, with only
bad rice to eat, were spent
entirely underground. ‘“Most of
the time our legs were shackled
together,” they said, demon-
strating the heavy leg irons.

“We were threatened with
beatings and death and often
questioned about ARVNs and
Americans.”

Once, when their underground
cell became flooded by heavy
rains, the prisoners were re-
moved and directed to another
hole. “That was the only time
we came out of the ground,”
said the boy.

Escape Told

As the medics cleaned and
dressed their wounds, the three
told of their escape.

(Continued on Back Page)

‘craft.

NVA, VC Learn

Koreans” Motto

HOI AN (USMC) — The
7th Korean Marine Artil-
lery stopped the assault
forces of a combined North
Vietna mese Army/Viet
Cong battalion south of Da
Nang recently.

The artillerymen are

- part of the 2nd Republic of

Korea Marine Brigade
which has the motto, “Bat-
tle is the Payoff,” and they
proved their ability to de-

fend their guns and act as
infantry when required.

The attack of their position
came under the cover of rainy
skies by two NVA/VC special
assault platoons equipped with
Russian weapons. The two at-
tacking platoons had penetrated
the first line of barbed wire
when they were discovered by
Staff Sergeant Lee Yoon Su’s
squad which immediately opened
fire with small arms, hand
grenades and claymore mines.
Their fire devastated the as-
sault wave only seven meters
away.

Sergeant Lee’s squad ac-
counted for one of the enemy
platoons, completely wiping them
out at the barrier to their posi-
tion.

Sergeant Lee called for artil-
lery fire to block the enemy
withdrawal while the battle was
still in progress. Frantically, the
Communist forces tried to break

off contact with the Korean Ma-
rines. Finding their escape
routes blocked by the artillery
fire, the attackers dug holes
hoping to escape the effects of
the artillery and hide from
search parties.

When the Marines went out to
assess the battle results, they
found enemy bodies and equip-
ment strewn
barbed wire defense line. The
NVA and VC survivors then
made their second mistake!
They opened fire on the deployed
gunners, identifying their posi-
tions. The firepower brought
upon them squelched all further
resistance and caused the sur-
render of the survivors.

Interrogation revealed that
the assault platoon’s objective
was to breach the battery’s posi-
tion, permitting the main force
following to destroy the complete
artillery battalion and thus
eliminate their fire support of
the entire Korean Brigade.

The artillerymen of the 7th
Battery suffered no serious
casualties, but thebattery alone
accounted for 32 dead Commu-
nists and six prisoners. The Ko-
reans also collected 21 weapons,
1,680 rounds of ammunition, 107
hand grenades, six B-40 rocket
launchers with 27 rockets, 10
bangalore torpedoes and other
equipment which the attackers
were kept from using against
them. The “battle was the pay-
off”” for the trained and alert
artillerymen of the 2nd Korean
Marine Brigade.

throughout the-

Pilot Stretches Luck
No Charm 3rd Time

QUANG TRI (USA) — “Tt
took a lot of nerve to go back a
third time, especially after two
ships were shot down from un-
der him.” The pilot was speak-
ing about Warrant Officer Ar-
thur Jacobs, who flew . three
hazardous medevac missions re-
cently.

Warrant Officer Jacobs, of C
Company, 15th Medical Battal-
ion, received a call from the 2d
Battalion, 8th Cavalry. A man
was wounded. Immediately, he
and his crew prepared the ship

~and headed for the area.

Before the hoist could be low-
ered into the dense jungle, in-
tense enemy fire ripped into the
The door gunner was
wounded and the ship was badly
damaged. WO Jacobs, the air-
craft commander, guided the
crippled ship back to Camp
Evans. The crew hurriedly load-
ed the equipment on another
chopper and waited for another
call.

The call came from the same
unit a few hours later. WO
Jacobs and First Lieutenant
Stephen Beals headed for the
area, 22 miles southwest of
Camp Evans.

The chopper lowered its hoist
and lifted out the patient. Sud-
denly, automatic weapons fire
from three positions pounded the
ship, wounding the new door
gunner. The crippled ship head-
ed back to camp.

Hours later, the same ground
unit called for another medevac
ship. Warrant Officer Paul Hus-
ton and for the third time Mr.
Jacobs volunteered to be air-
craft commander.

On this run the medevac ship
had no chance to rescue the
wounded man. The enemy hit
the third aircraft, and this time
wounded WO Jacobs. The craft
was so badly damaged Mr. Hus-
ton had to land in a small jungle
clearing. Though wounded, Mr.

(Continued on Back Page)
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Editorial

Yours Is Free

%, . . we mutually pledge to each other our lives,
our fortunes, and our sacred Honor.”

For those who don’t remember, those are the con-
cluding words of the Declaration of Independence, and
they are followed by names of 56 men who signed that
deed to our freedom by morigaging their security, their
wealth, and their personal integrity to pay for it. Most
of them suffered the loss of either their families, homes,

or earthly goods, but none

of them lost his personal

integrity nor dishonored that pledge.

Today Americans have more freedom than any other
nation in the world; in fact we’re so used to being FREE,
free to choose, think and do what we please, we are often
encountering the attitude, “If it’s free, man, why pay for
it” Freedom does seem to be free for us, doesn’t it? But
everything worth having costs something, and Freedom
does have a price. The price is Loyalty. The 56 signers
of the Declaration of Independence pledged above every-
thing else, their loyalty to the cause of freedom.

They worked and sacrificed to establish our country,
and now many of us need to be reminded of our obliga-
tion to vote. During the 1964 presidential election a little
more than two-thirds of the eligible adults voted, which
means that one out of every three citizen failed to fulfill

his responsibility.

Your interest, your expression of choice through the
ballot box is the price of admission into an informed and
responsible society of free men.

Yes, freedom is free for some, because others are
working to maintain it for them. You can have it free,
or you can pay your own way like the 56 signers of the
Declaration of Independence did. Many of them lost all
they had for the right to vote, but for you today, it only
costs a few minutes of your time to cast a ballot. For

you? ... Today it’s free.

(MACYV)

FILL OUT BOTH SIDES OF THE CARD

FREE OF U 5, POSTAGE
SNELUDING AlM MAIL

Your application for a free ballot—get one and use it. It's

free—and so are you.

Retirees’ Button OK'd

WASHINGTON — A distine-
tive gold lapel button will soon
be available for Army retired.

The lapel button is a metal
and enamel insignia consisting
of the Department of Army
seal, gold colored in low relief
with an olive drab ring.

Inscribed on the ring are the
words ‘‘United States Army Re-
tired” in gold letters with a gold

star between each word.

The Institute of Heraldry has
been authorized to develop the
proposed button for sale by ci-
vilian manufacturers to post ex-
changes and military specialty
stores. ]

When funds become available,
supplies of the buttons will be
procured by the Army for free
issue to retiring personnel, offi-
cials said.
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Just In Case

You Have
Not Heard

New PACEX
Catalog Oftfers
Wider Choice

SAIGON — A wider selection
of gift items from Asia is offered
in the new 120-page Pacific Ex-
change System (PACEX) mail
order catalog expected to be in
full use this month.

Four hundred copies of the
catalog have been received at
Exchange headquarters in Sai-

01,

g “We’ve asked PACEX to send
5,000 copies directly to the Area
Exchanges in the Delta, Saigon,
Bien Hoa-Long Binh, Cam Ranh
Bay, Qui Nhon and Da Nang,”
said Ronald C. Bell, chief of
Vietnam Regional Exchange
Customer Services Section.

“The catalog supply will be
replenished each month,” ex-
plained Mr. Bell. ‘“About this
time, the Area Exchanges have
already received their copies.
To make doubly sure that serv-
icemen can avail themselves of
the new catalog, we're sending
out copies to all our Special Or-
der Counters and all six Area
Exchanges.”

The 1,200 items in the new
PACEX color catalog — from
ash trays to stereophonic sets
— have been chosen to suit the
desires of the serviceman.

See your Special Order repre-
sentative in your local exchange
for more information on the
new catalog. (\*JRE}

* .

#

Mailing Tips
iling Tip

SAIGON — Almost everyone
knows that the U.S. mails cannot
be used to transport certain
articles and, although common
sense would preclude mailing
most prohibited items, others
are not so obvious.

Again, some items may be
mailed to certain areas and are
prohibited in others. If you cor-
respondents are in doubt con-
cerning what may be mailed,
they should consult their local
postmaster.

Here is a list of types of arti-
cles which are generally exclud-
ed from the U.S. mails:

Alcoholic beverages.

Radioactive materials.

Precious metals in an un-
manufactured state.

Pellet guns using compressed
air or gas, and firearms.

Matches of any kind.

Lighter fluid and lighters con-
taining lighter fluid.

Jewelry and watches having a
value greater than $10 are not
excluded; however they must be
sent by registered mail if de-
stined for an APO or FPO. (AH)

starlet, is the property of 20th Century Fox and can be seen
in Robert Wise’s most recent production, “Star’’.
(PHOTO COURTESY OF 20TH CENTURY FOX)
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Viet

The last
through a Vietnamese ceme-

time you went

tery you may have noticed
what appeared to be a Nazi
swastika on a tomb. Perhaps
you were surprised — maybe
even shocked — at what you
saw. Well, you shouldn’t have
been. What you thought to be
the mark of a tyrant is an an-
cient and sacred symbol to the
Buddhist. It is the “Chu Van,”
or sign of enlightenment.

Buddhism, a religion that is
more than 2,500 years old, came
to Vietnam about 1,700 years
ago, or in the second century
AD. Today, Buddhism is the
principal religion in Vietnam. In
order to get a clearer view of
what Buddhism is, we will pres-
ent a series of three articles.
The first will take a look at
Buddha, the man. The second
article will scan the teachings
of Buddha. And the third article
will examine Buddhism in Viet-
nam.

Buddha, whose real name was
Siddhartha Gautama, was born
an Indian prince. His father
sought to keep Prince Gautama
sheltered from all that was un-
pleasant in life: disease, suffer-
ing, old age, and death. To do
so, the father surrounded the

young prince with sensuous
pleasures. When Gautama did
discover the harsh side of life,
he decided to try to find a way
to relieve man’s sufferings. He
escaped from the palace,
shaved his head, and began a
life of austerity in the forest.
For seven years Gautama
wandered, seeking truth. Final-
ly, growing weak from over-
fasting, Gautama realized that
total self-denial was not the
way to the truth and he aban-

. doned his austere life in the for-

est.

This led to the most impor-
tant event in Gautama’s life.
The prince found his way to a
beautiful Bodhi tree where he
sat down to meditate. During
his meditation, the prince was
enlightened. He realized - that
the way to happiness was neith-
er through a life of excesses
(his early life) nor through a
life of total self-denial (his
fruitless search in the forest).
The way to happiness, Gautama
realized, was through a life of
moderation, the “Middle Way.”
The prince thus became Bud-
dha, “the Enlightened One.”
He spent the rest of his life
teaching his doctrine of libera-
tion through moderation. (Next
Week: The Teachings of Bud-
dha.)

Direct Distance Dialing Due

LONG BINH (USA) — Direct
distance dialing is coming to
Vietnam.

Called a tandem switching net-
work by the military, it is basi-
cally the same as the commer-
cial direct distance dialing sys-
tem in the United States.

Target date for completion of
the entire project is February
1969. Tandem switches at Nha
Trang, Vietnam and° Korat,
Thailand, are planned to provide
access to the world-wide Auto-
matic Voice Network, beginning
later in 1969.

Making a tandem switch call
in Vietnam will be like making
a direct call between two cities

under the same area code in the
U.S.

To use the tandem switch an
individual will have to dial eight
first for access to the tandem
switch trunk line in the dial tele-
phone exchange. The next three
numbers tell which exchange is
to be contacted. The last four

digits determine which sub-
scriber at that exchange is
called. I

When the tandem switching

RVN In 1969

network is completed, anyone
with a Class A telephone line
will be able to call any other
military subscriber in Vietnam
or Thailand by dialing eight
digits.

The U.S. Army Strategic Com-
munications Command, of which
the 1st Signal Brigade is the
largest single sub-command will
install nine tandem switches in
Southeast Asia—six in Vietnam
and three in Thailand.

“The loss of South Vietnam would set in motion
a crumbling process that could, as it progressed, have
grave consequences for us and for freedom.”

DWIGHT D, EISENHOWER
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“dry heaves”,

‘ o s e Ly

REAL MOUTHFUL—A Viet Cong tunnel swa
trooper from the 65th Engineer Battalion fixes a lo
cavity to induce a form of “involuntary nausea”

llows more than it can handle th

ime, as a

ad of C-4 explosive inside the earthen
. The result will be a healthy case of the

(USA PHOTO By: PFC SEYMOUR)

U.S. Silver Star

Viet Cpl. Decorated For Valor

BA GI (Il CTZ) — The Silver
Star medal, highest U.S. award
for valor that can be given to a
Vietnamese soldier, was pre-
sented te the father of ARVN
Corporal Do Van Tong in Or-
ganization Day ceremonies at
the 22nd ARVN Division recent-
ly.

Corporal Tong died while sav-
ing the lives of four U.S. advis-
ors when his unit was attacked

and nearly overrun on Jan. 16,
1968,

Occupying a bunker with the
Americans, the corporal saw a
grenade fly into the bunker. He
immediately fell upon it, cover-

[Wrong One?
Guess Not!

CHU LAI (USA) — A Huey
helicopter pilot supporting the
Americal Division’s 196th In-

fantry Brigade recently went

after what was reported to be
a downed American pilot, but
came back with a North Viet-
namese Army soldier instead.

Warrant Officer Kenneth W.
Johnson was on a- MEDEVAC
mission for a battalion of the
196th which was in heavy con-
tact five miles north of Dong

a, ;

An ARVN outpost in the area
of where an F-4 jet went down
reported that they spotted the
pilot wandering in a rice paddy.
_“I picked up the message and
since I was in the area, I went
down to take a look,” said the
pilot of the 174th Aviation Com-
pany. “I spotted him and I also
th?‘ught it was the pilot.”

We were about 100 yvards
from him when he suddenly
threw up both hands and I re-
alized he was an NVA,” he
Quipped. The Huey picked up
%}}:e NVA detainee and tock him

The pilot was spotted and

Picked up later by s i
craft. p later by another air

Rice Is For Birds

]Ll)okmg for VC groceries? A
ock of small birds may indi-
cate a rice cache, and scattered
fice on the ground will attract
cphém!  Check the area for
“Charhq's" lunch, you may find
b He likes rice and so do- the
Irds. WATCH THE BIRDS.

ing the lethal blast with his own
body.

Other .medal presentations
during the division’s 13th Anni-
versary celebration included
another Silver Star awarded to
Sergeant Vo Van Ngo for gal-
lantry in action on Feb. 3, 1968
when he saved two seriously
wounded U.S. advisors and then
organized an attack to destroy
the enemy bunker which had
pinned them down.

Treating one advisor and
dragging him to protection,
Sergeant Ngo returned through
a hail of fire to the second
American, about 15 meters from
the enemy bunker. While re-

turning enemy fire, he tried to
move the man, but the Ameri-
can’s size rendered his efforts
useless.

Sergeant Ngo then shielded
the wounded advisor with his
own body and waited while
another American managed to
move the man out. Then using
himself as a base of fire, he
organized his men into a strike
force which destroyed the ene-
my fortification.

Lieutenant General William
R. Peers, II Corps senior ad-
visor, accompanied by ‘Major
General Lu Mong Lan, II Corps
Commander, presented the Sil-
ver Stars.

Rooster,
Nets Big Brass

_ BONG SON (USA) — A fly-
ing tackle by an ex-foothall
player and the piercing sound
of a rooster’s crowing helped
members of the 173rd Airborne
Brigade turn up a couple of
high-ranking Viet Cong leaders
recently, along the north cen-
tral coast of South Vietnam,

The first incident — the foot-
ball tackle — occurred during
a _search and clear mission by
“B” Company, 1st Battalion,
69th Armor. According to Ser-
geant Ronald Redmond: ‘It
was the most important tackle
I've ever made.”

“We were moving in our

APCs (Armored Personnel Car-
riers) toward an abandoned vil-
lage,” said Sergeant Redmond,
“when I spotted someone hiding
in the bushes. We chased him
with the APC across some rice
paddies and, when we got close
enough, I jumped off and tack-
led him.”

Sergeant Redmond, a track
commander with the armored
company and a former high
-school grid star, didn’t realize
the prize he had caught until
the VC talked and told of many
other Viet Cong and North Viet-
namese hiding in the abandoned
village and tunnel complex be-
hind a nearby deserted railway
station.

Acting on the detainee’s con-
fession, elements of the 69th
Armor and a popular force pla-
toon moved to the village to set
up a cordon and search opera-
tip_rl around it.

Alarm Sounded
“We had humped almost five
miles in the dark to set up our
part of the mission,” explained
First Lieutenant R. W. Hess.
“While we were waiting for the
blocking force to set up on the

‘M-16s Bolster Navy's Strength

Viet sailors now command more respect with the new M-16.

SAIGON (USN) — The Viet-
namese Navy—having received
the modern M-16 rifle—now has
an individual weapon -equal to
the training and meorale of its
sailors.

The M-16 rifles were pre-
sented to the Vietnamese Navy
(VNN) at their headquarters in
Saigon recently by the U.S.
Navy.

Commodore Tran Van Chon,
Vietnamese chief of Naval Op-
erations, told the assembled
Navymen, ‘““In the past, our men
did not possess the modern
weapons we have today, but we
have always defeated our Com-
munist enemies, mainly be-
cause of the high morale of our
fighting men. Combining the
high morale and the new mod-
ern weapons we have received,
victory is now a must and we
will win.”

Rear Admiral Kenneth L.
Veth, USN, Commander U.S.
Naval Forces, Vietnam, was

chairman at the ceremony and
handed out the first of the rifles.

This initial shipment will be
distributed to the Coastal Force
Reaction Units at each Coastal
Group, the River Transport Es-
cort Group, Riverine Units and
the Saigon Naval Headquarters
area security and reaction
units.

The M-16 distribution is part
of a continuing program to up-
grade combat  effectiveness of
the Vietnamese Navy and, as

additicnal  shipments arrive,
they will continue to replace the
carbines now used by VNN
sailors.

Tackle

other side of the abandoned vil-
lage, a ‘cock-a-doodle-doo’ be-
gan to ring out a few yards in
front of us. It sounded as
though it was the alarm clock
for the whole damn country-
side.”

After a few minutes of put-
ting up with the noise, Captain
Richard G. Williams and Lieu-
tenant Hess set out to seize the
bird before it gave away their
position.

“The crowing of the rooster
had stopped before we had
moved 10 yards,” said Lieuten-
ant Hess, ‘“‘and another sound
caught our ears — whispers in
Vietnamese.” :

“I spotted two men. One of
the dudes started walking to-
ward me, so I jumped up and
fired a round over his head,”
recalled the lieutenant. “He did
an about face and took off in
the direction he came from.
But before we could get to him
he jumped into a partially hid-
den bunker.”

The other VC took off in a
dead run in the opposite direc-
tion. “I chased him for about
150 yards before we came to a
large hedgrow, and that put a
stop to the chase. I waited for
him to come out the other side
and fired a few rounds knock-
ing him down.”

“I could still see him mov-
ing,”” commented Lieutenant
Hess, “but I wasn’t taking any
chances on him shooting me up
so I opened up on automatic.
Before I could kill him though
he pulled a hand grenade and
blew himself up.

Fortunate VC

Back at the bunker Sergeant
Douglas M. Cowgill was in the
%%)ces:-: of digging out the other

“We threw a couple of gre-
nades into the hole and then I
fired about eight rounds in
there to' make sure the place
wasn’t booby trapped,” said
Sergeant Cowgill.

“I started to hand documents
and some other stuff out of the
bunker when the body moved,”
continued the sergeant., “‘After
living through all that I figured
he was torn up bad, but there
wasn’t a scratch on him. The
captain picked him up and lift-
ed him out of the hole.”

Documents captured, tenta-
tively identified the detainee as
the local Viet Cong district
chief and the dead Viet Cong
as a high-ranking officer.

Lt. Wins Race

DA NANG (USMC) — A Ma-
rine lieutenant led his men in
one of the most important races
of his life!

Second Lieutenant William
Huggett was leading elements
of Company E, 2nd Battalion,
3rd Marine Regiment, on a
sweep toward “Foxtrot Ridge”
when an aerial observer ra-
dioed that a group of North
Vietnamese Army (NVA) sol-
diers was moving up the oppo-
site side of the same hill.

His men were 150 meters
from the hill when Lieutenant
Huggett gave the order for
them to drop their packs and
rush hard for the top of the
ridge. 2

The Marines moved in fire-
team rushes along the length of
the ridge, killing 31 NVA and
capturing enemy AK-47 assault
rifles, light machineguns, rock-
et-propelled grenades and car-
bines.

“Huggett’s Heroes;” as they
are called, had no casualties.
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Hoa Khanh Children’s Hospital

Former Patient Stays On To Nurse Others

DA NANG (USMC) — Fif-
teen-year-old Nguyen Thi Le
Hoa knows about suffering —
and she intends to do something

about it.

Five months ago, she
brought to Hoa Khanh
dren’s Hospital, north
Nang, with second and third
degree burns over the right
side of her chest and arm. A
kerosene lamp had fallen on her
while she slept.

Hoa’s father, a practitioner of
traditional herb medicine
wanted his daughter to have the
best available western-style
medical care. That’s what she
got at Children’s Hospital,
which is administered and sup-
ported by Marines and Navy-
men of the nearby Force
Logistic Command. Trained
Vietnamese nurses help U.S.
military doctors and medical

was
Chil-
of Da

corpsmen treat hundreds of
children every month.

Four months and as many
skin grafts later, Hoa was ready
to go home. She was complete-
ly healed, with very little scar
tissue to show for all her pain.

But she didn’t want to go
home to Hoa Phat village,
located near the hospital. Dur-
ing her stay at the hospital, the
shy girl had made a big deci-
sion. She wanted to be a nurse
and bring health and smiles
back to the faces of sick chil-
dren.

While she was still recu-
perating, she had made herself
useful around the hospital. She
quickly picked up enough Eng-
lish to aet as an occasional
interpreter. She helps care for
the babies, changes bandages
(and diapers) ‘“‘and just makes
herself generally useful,” says
Navy Doctor Sean F. Fitzger-

ald, the hospitals chief physi-
cian.

She has watched a few operat-
ing room procedures to get a
head start on formal nurse’s
training she expects to undergo
when the hospital opens ex-
panded facilities later this year.

The hospital, now operating
in a plywood hut, is getting a
new brick building which will
increase its patient capacity
from 70 to 120, A nursing school
will be conducted in the new
building. That’s what Hoa is
waiting for.

CA Units
Force Out
VC, NVA

HUE/PHU BAI (USMC) —
Nguyen Thieu is a rural South
Vietnamese farmer. Each

‘morning for nearly 60 years he

has risen from his hard bed
and has made the long trek out
to his rice paddies. It has be-
come a ritual for Thieu, for his
whole life centers around two
small rice paddies.

A crude hoe and two wire
baskets suspended from both
ends of a long stick hang over
his shoulder as he moves along
the narrow trail driving his lean
water buffalo in front of him.

It is harvest time and he will
have just enough rice to feed
his family through the year.

There is little in life that wor-
ries him other than feeding of
his family. Now he worries, for
with the coming of the rice
harvest is the coming of the
Viet Cong.

And the VC worry too. They

must not only feed themselves
with the rice taxation they will
try to place on Thieu and his

fellow villagers, they must also

help feed North - Vietnamese
troops occupying the mountains
in the area.

The NVA are desperate for
food. The VC are desperate for
food. Together they become a
terrifying foe to Thieu and all
South Vietnamese farmers.

As the United States Military
Assistance Command fights the

enemy forces on the battle
ground, they face the same
problem as Thieu, knowing a

well fed enemy fights a tougher
battle.

To alleviate this problem, sev-
eral miles south of the Phu Bai
combat base, Marines of Com-
bined Action Platoons (CAPs)
help store the rice harvest be-
hind fortified barricades sur-
rounding CAP compounds.

A small squad of Leather-
necks and South Vietnamese
popular forces guard Thieu’s
rice.

As Thieu and his fellow farm-
ers need rice, they draw their
portion in small amounts at a
time from the village chief,
thus alleviating possible enemy
pressure upon themselves. This
unique banking system has
placed /the burden of enemy at-
tack on the CAP units.

“Hotel” 1, 2, 3 and 8, four
CAP units of rice banking dis-
tinction, sit on a precarious
perch along Route 1 near Phu
Bai. The enemy is in the moun-
tains waiting, waiting for a
ripe moment to reharvest the
rice from the Marines.

Several nights a week, these
units make contact with small
bands of enemy rice runners
probing the CAP area. Some-
times they kill a few enemy
troops, but the greatest damage
inflicted by the Marines is keep-
ing the rice out of the enemy’s
hands.

PHILCAGV

LONG BINH (IIFF) — A new
road is beginning to wind its
way south out of the shadows
of Nui Ba Den.

The 40-foot wide highway,
built over the route of pock-
marked National Highway 22, is
the product of three engineering
companies of the 1st Philippine

Civic Action Group Vietnam
(PHILCAGV).
PHILCAGV has volunteered

to complete the 35.68 kilometers

Helps Pave

of highway from Tay Ninh city
south of Go Dau Ha. That por-
tion is the final link of a road
capable of carrying heavy mili-
tary traffic from Saigon to Tay
Ninh. :
The Filipino soldiers began
the project in April and now
have six kilometers of complet-
ed road behind them. The road-
bed itself has presented no
problems in building, but im-
proving or replacing the nine
bridges along the route makes

The Future

the work move slowly. Amerl-
cans have lent a helping hand
with the bridges.

On one of the three already
completed bridges, and on the
fourth now being constructed,
U.S. Army Engineers have
helped by laying pontoon
bridges alongside the ones un-
der construction. Company A 0
the 65th Engineers built the
most recent one July 22nd at
Cam Giang, 10 miles southeast
of Tay Ninh city.
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Network—Channel 11

(Programs Subject To Change Without Notice)
(Guide For Week of August 14-20, 1968)

(Saigon Area)

Wednesday, August 14
1730 What's Haoppening
The Monkees
1800 American Sportsman
1900 The Big Picture
1930 Channel 11 News
2000 Weather
Andy Williams
Insight
Star Trek
Late News
What's Happeniag
Sports

Thursday, August 15

What's Happening

Dick Van Dyke

News Headlines

Let's Speak Vietnamese
1900 Felony . Squad

1930 Channel 11 News

2000 Weather

Kraft Music Hall
Insight

Perry Mason

Late News

What's Happening

Dr. Jekyll And Mr. Hyde

Friday, August 16

1730 What's Happening
Bewiltched

1800 News Headlines

Wild wild West

Pentagon Forum

1930 Channel 11 News

Weather

Jonathan Winters

Insight

Combat

Late News

What's Happening

Hallmark Hall of Fame

Saturday, August 17

1200 What's Happening
News Headlines: Grand
Prix of Skiing

1300 Byron Nelson Golf Classic

1400 Sports

1700 Spoken Vietnamese
Lawrence Welk

1800 Saga of Western Man

1900 Dragnet

Channel 11 News

Weather

2100

2200
2205

173G
1800

2100

2200
2205

2100

2205

2100

2200
2205

1230
1500

1730
1800

1830
1930
2000

2100

2205

1800
1900

2100
2200
2205

1730

1900
1930
2000
2100

2200

Rowan And Martin

Red Skelton

The Lucy Show

Late News

What's Happening

20th Annual Emmy Awards

Sunday, August 18

What's Happening
News Headlines

The Answer

Sports

Feature Movie
Information Feature
Get Smart

News Headllnes

In Town Tonight
Sinatra: A Man & His Music
Channel 11 News
Window On Vietnam
Ed Sullivan

Spoken Vietnamese
Bonanza

Late News

What's Happening
Melody Ranch

Monday, August 19

What's Hoppening
My Three Sons
News Headlines
Daniel Boone
G.E. College Bowl
News-Sports
Weather
Hollywood Palace
Insight

Mission Impossible
Late News
What's Happening
Operation: Entertainment

Tuesday, August 20

Whot's Happening
Love On a Rooftop
News Headlines
Let's Speak Vietnamese
Peter Gunn
News-Sports
Weather

Dean Martin

Insight

Gunsmoke

Late ‘News

What's Happening
Feature Movie
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Recon Squad Destroys Enemy Force

FIRST IN VIETNAM

fol. 7, No. 16

August 21, 1968

VARIED FIREPOWER—Marine infantrymen observe an airsirike on enemy positions while a Le

e
Tl

atherneck tank stands by.
(USMC PHOTO By: Sgt J. McCullough)

Trapped Between Forces

Infantryman Survives Terror Filled Night

CU CHI (USA) — A wounded
101st Air Cavalry Division sol-
dier recently spent a night of
terror trapped between his own
forces and a platoon of Viet
Cong near here.

Darkness was setting in as the
men of the 3rd Brigade’s B
Company, 3rd Battalion, 187th
Infantry cautiously moved
across an open field toward a
nearby woodline,

An enemy platoon setting up
a night defensive position in
spider holes, suddenly opened
fire,

The Air Cav troopers answenr-
ed the firing and the night was
ablaze with bursts of tracer
tounds from automatic weapons
and the flashes from the caval-
g;!len‘s M-79 grenade launch-

“The Viet Cong threw a gre-
nade,and someone yelled ‘get
T(i)t:\ir)n-’”“ said Sergeant Joe
ﬁttles‘co \}e f]mpp_cd a.m(l fou.nznd a

I behind a well.

As he raised up and fired a
long burst, he was hit in the
leg and arm and found he could
move neither one. A grenade
landed near his position and the
resulting blast shook the earth
and sent white hot shrapnel into
both of his feet.

The firing slowed down and
the quiet of the night was dis-
turbed only by an occasional
burst of fire.

“I saw a MEDEVAC helicop-
ter come in and the firing start-
ed all over again,” the sergeant
said. “It really got thick.”

[ ROKs Awarded PUC I

DA NANG (USMC) — The
U.S. Presidential Unit Citation
was awarded to the 11th Com-
pany, (Rein), 3rd Battalion of
Republic of Korea’s “Blue
Dragon’ Brigade recently for
exiraordinary heroism in bat-
tle.

The citation was awarded for
action on Feb. 15, 1967 when an
enemy regiment of three bat-
talions attacked the company’s
position.

Two battalions attacked from
the north and the remaining
battalion struck from the south-
east, forcing the Koreans to
ficht on two [ronts simultane-

ously. The initial impact of the
main effort penetrated the com-
pany’s position, but the enemy
was repelled after fierce hand-
to-hand combat with the ROK
Marines - using every type of
weapon, including grenades,
bhayonets and pick axes.
Because of extensive casual-
ties, the enemy’s assault fal-
tered. The ROK company then
launched a counterattack to
deny the enemy an axis of es-
cape. After more than three
hours of fighting, more than
100 enemy dead remained in
the company’s perimeter and
another 140 dead were located
adjacent to the protective wire.

Again the firing stopped.

Sergeant Tibbs laid close to
the ground, pain filling his body.
He heard the enemy soldiers
moving nearby, so close that he
could clearly distinguish them
speaking.

“I could hear my buddies
about 75 meters behind me.
They were talking loud and di-
recting fire,” he said.

Bravo Company’s 4th Platoon
began to move forward. The
enemy fire became heavy and
concentrated on the advancing
Americans. They were forced to
pull back.

Sergeant Tibbs tried to find
more cover by pulling himself
close to the well. The firing
came closer to his position. He
realized that it was coming
from the friendly positions as
they saturated the VC positions.
Frightened, he yelled and the
Americans shifted the fire away
from him.

Gunships made passes on the
entrenched enemy and, from his
location he watched the mini-

(Continued on Back Page)

DA NANG (USMC) — It
was a near impossible bat-
tle — an eight man Marine
reconnaissance squad
against an enemy force that
outnumbered them 10-to-1
— but the Leathernecks
won.

They not only won the
encounter, they severely
mauled the NVA unit. Des-
pite the odds, the Marines
accounted for 98 confirmed
enemy kills without losing
one man.

The recon team was in-
serted by helicopter into an
area 17 miles southwest of
Da Nang. The first three
days of the mission were
fairly uneventful, but on
the night of the third day
enemy contact was made.

The team was set in a defen-
sive position and everything
was quiet when a large number
of North Vietnamese soldiers

were spotted. The enemy
opened up on the unit with
small arms, satchel charges

and grenades. The Marines im-

PHU BAI (MACV) —
Provisional Corps Vietnam
has been designated as the
XXIV (24th) Corps. Head-
quartered at Phu Bai, eight
miles southeast of Hue, the
XXIV Corps retains the
same organization and
structure and is command-
ed by Lieutenant General
Richard G. Stilwell.

mediately countered with their
own small arms and called in
illumination from a nearby ar-
tillery position. Six of the ene-,
my were Kkilled in the initial
contact.

The enemy attacked four
more times during the night
and a ‘‘Spooky’ gunship was
calléd in to aid the team in de-
fending their position. As the

(Continued on Back Page)

Inf Wins
VC Llose

CHU LAI (USA) — A mid-
night grenade throwing contest
in the mountains west of Tam
Ky ended in a lopsided win for
six 198th Infantry Brigade sol-
diers, as the score was 17
enemy dead to no U.S. casual-
ties.

“We caught them in a draw
beneath our bunkers,” said
Sergeant Phillip G. Martocci of
Company A, 1st Battalion, 6th
Infantry, in relating how the
six men furiously lobbed gre-
nades for 15 minutes. ;

The close-in fight started
when the Americal Division
soldiers heard the enemy try-
ing to get through the barbed
wire surrounding their positions.

“Our platoon leader and ser-
geant rushed over with a ma-
chinegun and more grenades,”
Sergeant Martocci said, “but by
then it was almost over. The
machinegun however, got six as
they tried to withdraw.”

The next day a combat pa-
trol detained a Viet Cong who
said many more dead and
wounded had been carried
away by his group.

Questioning of local civilians
verified that a large group of
wounded Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese soldiers was seen
retreating throughout the day.




Page 2

The OBSERVER

How

Editorial

About You?

“J regret to leave this war-torn land before the
battle is over and before peace is restored.”
GENERAL W.C. WESTMORELAND
Have you ever wondered why a man extends? You may
have thought of all of the ‘““bennies” which serve as incen-
tives for the man who volunteers or extends, but think again.
Most of those men won't wave a flag at you when you ask
— even though they wear one on their backs. They'll usually
reflect, “I'm doing more here in ‘Nam’ than | can anywhere

else!”

More than 135,000 Army personnel have already volun-
teered to come over here, and almost 42,000 Navy enlisted
personnel have also volunteered since 1965.

Some of them leave with regrets — like the general
who spent four consecutive years here, the platoon sergeant
in the 25th Division who fought the VC/NVA for three years,
and the advisor on Team 96 who has been fighting and

advising since 1964.

These are the men who would be here for the duration
if they could. They are the full-time soldiers of this war.
They are the ones who are working out — not waiting out,
their tours. They know that if the so-called “Freedom Bird"
flies anywhere, it's got to learn to fly by itseif here in Vietnam

on the Frontier of Freedom.

Some servicemen are just willing to help more ihqn
others, and some of them just don't like the idea of still
having to read about the war when they get back home.

How about you? (MACV)

Two Changes Extend
Voting Assistance Act
For Overseas Citizens

WASHINGTON — President
Johnson has signed two bills
designed to extend the voting
franchise for overseas Ameri-
can citizens.

The bills, S-1581 and S-2484,
are amendments to the Federal
Voting Assistance Act of 1955.
That act is a statute that en-
courages the states to provide
absentee ballot facilities for the
following four categories of vot-
ers and their spouses and de-
pendents; members of the
armed forces, members of the
Merchant Marine, overseas Cci-
vilian employees of the govern-
ment, and members of religious
or welfare groups assisting
servicemen.

The provisions of the Voting
Assistance Act apply to all elec-
tions, federal, state, or local.
Under it, the states are encour-
aged to provide a simplified
system of absentee registration
and voting, including uniform
procedures for ballot applica-
tions and adequate time for bal-
lots to be transmitted.

To expedite the ballot appli-
cations, the Act provides for a

standard Federal Postcard Ap-
plication Form, with free air
mail handling. To prevent
fraud, the application requires
a sworn statement giving the
identify and domestic address
of the applicant as well as a
sworn statement that the appli-
cant is not voting elsewhere.

The first bill signed by Presi-
dent Johnson, S-1581, amends
the Voting Assistance Act to
encourage the states to allow
members of the armed forces
and their dependents residing
on military reservations to reg-
ister and vote in the state where
the reservation is located. At
the present time, all but three
of the states refuse to allow
such military personnel to vote
as residents of the state.

In addition, S-1581 urges the
states to authorize certain over-
seas federal officials to admin-
ister oaths in connection with
the absentee registration and
voting requirements of state
law. At the present time, only
a narrow category of federal of-
ficials is authorized to admin-
ister such oaths under the Vot-
ing Assistance Act.

FIRST IN VIETNAM
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You Have
Not Heard

* *

Vieinam Era
Veterans Get
Practical Aid

WASHINGTON — If you
served on active duty in the
Armed Forces during the Viet-
nam era, the period beginning
Aug. 5, 1964 you are eligible for
some very practical, down-to-
earth help in getting a civilian
job, should you want to work
for the Federal Government.

This is precisely what the
Civil Service Commission aims
to do.

First, increase advice and as-
sistance to wveterans seeking
federal jobs. Sixty-five Civil
Service offices in major metro-
politan areas now operate a
one-stop Federal Job Informa-
tion Center concerning federal
job opportunities.

Second, speed-up the handling
of paperwork in connection with
federal jobs.

Third, add something new in
the federal service for veterans
who did not finish high school,
or completed less than one year
beyond high school. If you are
interested in undertaking
a work and approved-study pro-
gram, you can be given a tran-
sitional appointment to a feder-
al job in the first five pay levels
of the Civil Service.

* *

More Interest!

WASHINGTON — Effective
June 1, 1968 the interest on Se-
ries “E” and “H” U.S. Savings
Bonds was increased from 4.15
to 4.25 per cent, the maximum
permitted under present law.
The interest rate on Freedom
Shares (U.S. Savings Notes)
also was increased from 4.74 to
5 per cent, on issues dated June
1, 1968 and after.

The higher rate, however,
does not apply to outstanding
Freedom Shares, as the Treas-
ury Department does not have
legal authority to increase the
interest rate on Freedom Shares
issued between May 1, 1967 and
May 31, 1968.

A fact sheet and series of
questions and answers, titled
“Interest Increase on U.S. Sav-
ings Bonds and Freedom
Shares’” may be acquired by
writing to the Treasury Depart-
ment, Washington, D.C.

i i

LOVELY, LONG-HAIRED AND LEGGY—Miss Linda Harrison is

constructed to drive anyone “Ape’! The former “Miss Mary-
land” is currently starring in ‘“Planet of The Apes,” now
making the scene in theaters around Vietnam.

~ (PHOTO COURTESY OF 20th Century-Fox)

Does a Buddhist go to heaven
when he dies? Well, that de-
pends on one’s definition of
heaven. Just as the Judeo-
Christian individual strives for
a state of eternal bliss, which
he calls ‘“heaven,” so too does
the Buddhist strive for a state
of eternal happiness which he
calls ‘“‘Nirvana.”

Shortly after Buddha was en-
lightened, he gave a sermon in
which he explained the method
by which the individual could
reach the state of Nirvana. Bud-
dha called this method the
“Middle Way.”” Basically, he
called for a life of moderation.
According to Buddha, to exist
is to be unhappy simply because
man is basically selfish. How-
ever, man can obtain happiness
by destroying his selfish de-
sires, and by following the
“Eightfold Path.” This requires
right views, right speech, and
right living. Buddha also gave
a list of five prohibitions, which
are very similar to the Ten
Commandments of the O1ld

Testament: Do not kill, steal,
be unchaste, lie, or drink al-
cohol. By following the Eight-
fold Path and by not violating
the five prohibitions, the Bud-
dhist is on the road to Nirvana.

Almost everyone realizes that
the idea of reincarnation fits

‘into the beliefs of the Buddhist.

Accordingly, the wheel is a
very old and significant Bud-
dhist symbol, representing the
unending cycle of birth, life, and
death. The Buddhist strives to
escape this cycle by entering
the state of Nirvana. To do so,
he must live a life of self-denial
and good deeds, as mentioned
earlier,

Buddha did not teach his fol-
lowers to worship any deity or
any objects. Today, however,
Buddhists place statues of their
Founder in their homes and
pagodas. But Buddha is not
their god. He is their example,
their guiding light, their hope
that they too may one day
achieve Nirvana. (Next Week:
Buddhism In Vietnam)

Educational Opportunity Greatest Benefit
Available To Military Serving In Vietnam

SAIGON — The opportunity to
improve your education is one
of the greatest benefits available
to you in your military career,
especially during your tour in
Vietnam.

In Vietnam you will find an
education center staffed by pro-
fessional education advisers at
each major command. These
centers will provide you with
educational information, classes,
correspondence courses, and a
testing program.

In addition, you will find
branch centers offering a part
of the following services:

Classes: University of Mary-
land classes, off-duty high
school and vocational classes,
on-duty preparatory instruction,
language courses, (including
Vietnamese) and military job
related instruction.

Correspondence Courses:
USAFI correspondence courses,
Army Extension Courses along
with college and university cor-
respondence courses.

Testing: USAFI Achievement
Tests, high school level GED
tests, college comprehensive
tests — general examinations,
USAFI End-of-Course tests,
Kuder Vocations tests and spe-
cial college entrance and gradu-

ate examinations.

Counseling: Career and aca-
demic, college program for en-
listed personnel, Department of
Army two-year college evalua-
tion, degree completion program
for officers and post retirement
careers in teaching.

Take advantage of your edu-
cational opportunities and plan
a visit to your Education Center
as soon as possible. (MACV)

. . . The United States is determined to help
Vietnam preserve its independence, protect its people
against Communist assassins, and build a better life
through economic growth.

JOHN F. KENNEDY

August 21, 1968

The OBSERVER

Page 3

Fourth Armored Cavalry Is Best

DA NANG (I CORPS) —
When you talk armor in Viet-
nam, talk 4th Armored Cavalry
— the best armor unit in the
country.

Who says so?:

The Vietnamese military com-
mand when they picked 4th Cav
as the best armor unit the last
two years.

The I Corps Commanding
General Hoang Xuan Lam when

DA NANG (I CORPS) — When
Vietnamese Armored Cavalry
units crash into battle, echoes
resound through three thousand
years of the nation’s history —
back to the legend of Phu Dong
Thien Vuong.

Then, as now, the threat was
an aggressor from the north,
determined to destroy Vietnam-
ese culture; subjugate the peo-
ple to alien political control.

Benevelent Vietnamese gods
looked 10 years into the future
to see an omen of Chinese in-
vasion when they sent Phu Dong
Thien Vuong to earth as a new-
born child. _

Although the.child was care-
fully nurtured by his elderly
parents, he never spoke until
King Hung Vuong VI sent an
envoy to Phu Dong village (now
Bac Ninh) seeking a leader to
save his kingdom.

Everyone was dumbfounded
when the lad first spoke, in-
structing his parents to bring
the messenger to their home.
When Thien Vuong announced
to the royal servant that he
would destroy the invader, vil-
lagers rejoiced for they knew

they were watching a personi- -

fied diety.

The wvisionary child instruct-
ed the spokesman to return to
the king’s palace and make a
steel-horse, steel rod and an
armor vest for him to carry
into battle.

King Hung Vuong was over-
whelmed by the story of Thien
Vuor;g. He brought the child to
the imperial city, feasted him,
and met his requests.

When the child was assured
of the king’s faith he miracu-
lously grew to be 30 feet tall.

The mystified imperial court
looked on.
He grasped the steel rod,

wielded it gently . against the
horse’s shank, and mounted as
the animal came to life.

The lone soldier then disap-

e

- Ancient Legend
Supports Armor

peared into the jungle to seek
the ferocious invaders.

That was the last time any-
one saw the young boy. When
word reached the city that the
invasion had been thwarted by
the iron-clad hero, King Hung
Vuong followed his trail into
Soc-Son mountain, now in Phue
Yen province, North Vietnam.
Here all traces of the solitary
warrior vanished. ;

All this convinced the king
that Phu Dong Thien Vuong was
a god, reincarnated to save
Vietnam from the aggressive
Chinese tribe. for this reason
a temple was built to honor the
child who became a giant. To-
day he is the patron saint of
Vietnamese armor units.

The legend is real to armored
cavalry troops. It’s the reason
Thien Vuong’s steel sword is
carried on the shoulder patch
of cavalry soldiers. It explains
why these courageous men have
such strong confidence — their
personal saint is protecting
them.

An American advisor suggest-
ed to a 4th Cavalry staff officer
that maybe he was the ‘“mod-
ern day Phu Dong Thien
Vuong’’. The soldier joked off
the comment, but his expres-
sion revealed the honor he felt
in suggesting that he might be
the savior his nation is waiting
for.

he added a streamer to the
unit’s colors at a special cere-
mony in Da Nang. last year.

And the people of Tam Ky and
Quang Nhai city who owe their
safety during “Tet” attacks in
large part to 4th Cav troops.

Statistics verify what these
people already know: The Cav
unit has a kill ratio of 26.6 to 1

< oot

this year. It claims the highest
volunteer enlistment rate.

The Second Troop has been
awarded two unit citations
which add to the Cav’s record
as one of the most highly deco-
rated outfits in the nation.

The unit was one of four ori-
ginal Vietnamese armor regi-
ments, created during the war

;>

ietham’s experienced 4th Cav leaders prepare a battle plan.

ARVN Troops Scrunch Enemy

BIEN HOA (III CORPS)—In
the May 5, 1968 attack against
Saigon, enemy forces suffered
extremely heavy losses while
crossing the 25th ARVN Infan-
try Division’s tactical area, ac-
cording to documents captured
recently.

Average losses in men and

F-4 Phantom Crews
Detonate 12 Trucks

.CAM RANH BAY (USAF) —
Air Force F-4 Phantom crews,
frqm the 12th Tactical Fighter
Wing, started a chain reaction
of secondary explosions and
fires in the southern panhandle
of North Vietnam as they hit a
convoy of trucks on Highway

Twelve trucks were de-
;Lroyed and at least 30 fires
ned brightly in a one-quar-
ter }o one-half square mile area.

First Lieutenant Jack R. For-
shey was the first pilot to spot

Eenemy convoy. He rolled in.
X I hit the convoy which had

€N cover under some trees,”
said the lieutenant. :
mg‘rfl?lior Samuel E. Fields, com-
ap er of the mission, said,

Y the time I rolled in, fires

were igniting in a chain reac-
tion.

“When I dropped my bombs,
more fires and secondary explo-
sions were set off. We each
made another pass, causing
more fires and secondary explo-
sions which billowed smoke up
to 300 feet. The smoke was black
which usually indicates that
they were carrying petroleum
supplies. It was just a continu-
ous chain reaction of fires,” con-
cluded Major Fields.

“We received ground fire on
the first three passes,” Lieuten-
ant D. E. Salvucci said, “but
on our fourth pass, no ground
fire ~was observed. Another
flight confirmed 12 trucks de-
stroyed and at least 30 fires. It
looked like the Fourth of July,”
he concluded.

equipment for May and June
were set at 40 per cent by the
enemy for the NVA/VC units
infiltrating from Cambodia to
the Capital City. During this
same period ARVN sources re-
ported 1,647 enemy killed in ac-
tion in the unit’s 31st Division
Tactical Area (DTA).

The enemy documents blamed
25th ARVN ground forces and
air strikes as the two major
elements responsible for his
failure to effect victory in ‘‘the
second offensive.” In May and
June, Government troops con-
ducted 547 operations in the 31st
DTA with the U.S. Air Force
supplying nearly 400 tactical air
strikes with 879 sorties. B52s
added more than 30 devastating
air strikes to this total, hitting
the enemy both on his way in
and out of Saigon.

One battalion, the K-1, of the
5th NVA Infantry Division was
reported to have lost nearly 70
per cent of its fighting strength
attempting to infiltrate through
Hau Nghia province. The K-2
and K-3 battalions of the 5th al-
so were noted as having sus-
tained heavy losses, the docu-
ments said.

A story related in the enemy
papers proved that the coordi-
nation between ARVN intelli-
gence collecting and evaluation
personnel and the artillery was
effective. The Trang Bang Re-
gional (VC) Battalion was hit
so coften by accurate artillery

fire that its leaders began to
suspect foul play. As a result
two VC cadre were arrested
and charged with spying for
for ARVN sources.

The 25th ARVN PsyWar ef-
fort also came in for indirect
praise from the enemy. They
complained that because of the
number of leaflets dropped and
the ever present voice of the
loudspeaker, cadre officers had
to devote considerable time
watching their men to prevent
defections.

Get Drummin’;
Fool ‘Charlie’

“Charlie”” buries his guns
in 55-gallon drums, usually
close to canal banks and
bunker complexes. At
ground-level the drums
have straw or other mats
for lids. Beat the ground for
hollow sounds. You may
drum up something!

“Charlie” draws rings
with booby traps! Yes, in-
deed. ‘“‘Charlie” sometimes
rings his big caches of
ammo and supplies with
booby traps placed in a
circular pattern. The more
traps he sets, the more like-
ly you are to find a big
dump of his war supplies.
Use that ring of traps to
catch his cache! |

against the Viet Minh. Many of
the nation’s top military figures
today earned experience and
reputation with the 4th Cav.
Most noteworthy is the current
Commanding General of ARVN’s
Second Division, Nguyen Van
Tuan, who commanded the Ar-
mor Regiment from November
1964 until June 1966.

But it is personnel, not repu-
tation, that keep the 4th Cavalry
ARVN’s best armor unit — a
status they are visibly proud of.

Commanding the unit from its
headquarters west of Da Nang
is Colonel Phan Hoa Hiep,
whom Senior U.S. Advisor Ma-
jor Eric F. Reichelt calls “The
very finest ARVN armor offi-
cer.” Second in command, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Phan Hoa Cua is
described by an Australian ad-
visor simply as a “bloody good
man.’

Major Nguyen Huu Ly, the
operations officer at 4th Cav
Headquarters, recorded the
most favorable kill ratio in the
regiment while commanding the
Second Troop at Quang Ngai.
His excellent performance in
defense of that city during the
“Tet” attacks earned him a pro-
motion to his current position.

In the past, 4th Cav earned
its reputation for iron-clad de-
fenses around the major cities
of southern I Corps. Look for
this hard-nose outfit to remain
one of the very best in Vietnam
in the future.

Point Man
Not Fooled

LZ SALLY (USA) — The VC
played the role well, but not
well enough to deceive a 101st
Air Cavalry Division point man.

A recon team from Company
B, 1st Battalion, 502nd Infantry
was searching villages north of
Hue and had found an aban-
doned hospital with numerous
surgical tools and a ton of rice,
but had not encountered the ene-
my.
The paratroopers were enter-
ing their third village of the day
when Sergeant Stephen Scott,
point man, came upon nine men
sitting in front of a pagoda eat-
ing.

“I stared at them and one of
them stared at me, but kept
right on eating,” the sergeant
said. “They didn’t act like VC
because they didn’t try to run
away or fire at me. I knew that
my company had been working
with Vietnamese Popular
Force soldiers the day before,”
he continued, “so I held my
fire.”

Sergeant Scott immediately
passed the word back to his
commander and asked if any
PFs were in the area. While
waiting for an answer he ob-
served two men vanish into the
pagoda. Slowly the others start-
ed to drift inside.

Just then word came back to
the sergeant that there were no
additional friendly forces near-
by. “As I received the word a
VC came out of the pagoda
about 10 meters in front of me,
looked straight at me and ran
back toward the pagoda,” re-
lated Sergeant Scott, ‘‘but never
made it.”” Before he could reach
the sanctuary the trooper fired
an M79 grenade, killing him in-
stantly.

Lozding another round in his
M79, the sergeant fired into the
pagoda, crumbling it around the
scattering VC.

Upon searching the ruins, the
troopers found seven enemy
killed and numerous weapons.
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Self-Help

Villagers
In Race

HUE/PHU BAI (USMC) —
The 6,000 villagers of Thuy Phu,
a farming village south of Phu
Bai have entered themselves in
a race against the weather.
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and the South Vietnamese Gov-
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The Irrigation and Hydraulic ACROSS 2.Three-banded
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?ames{e regl‘cst_mtatilve from t];{e 9-Candle ‘;:;‘::l?s;!adr
rrigation Service also is work- 10-Small 2o
ing with villagers in the actual % t;::lr‘; g mﬁ% 30&@% g& %TFE% ‘f(%“ U:g\éf_l:_rg
construction of the project. s 7-Ancient (WILL FLOAT CLEAR TO HAWAI( ! :
Some 5,200 bags of cement, 5 i 8-Assumed .
650 cubic meters of decomposed 15-River in AR
= i e German -Rise and fall of
granite, another 650 cubic me- T Shmp:in ocean (pl.)
ters of sand and 200 cubic me- b 11-Dinner course
ters of gravel, will be used in 19-Things,s"| 12Girl's name 2
the dam’s construction. e e e [T
Construction plans call for a zx-;mm;r. Al 26 Bt h;zr:é:
dam capable of irrigating close i 21-British 2?_;§elr:raad 34.Sheen
to 3,000 acres of rice land. It 22-Conjunction streetcar 28-Conceals 36:Girl's name MY SILLY SISTER] T SEE You'Re
will have 14 floodgates controll- 23-Saucy 23-Peel 29-Chicken 37-Wolfhound THREW [T INTO / MAKING A
i : Ph 24-Set of 24-Prison 30-River in 39-Negrito THE WATER SAND CASTLE,,
: ing the water level of the Phu o L R TaTat Farl AL
i 7 o : _ Bai river. The new dam will re- pinions
o ' : SR ; ; : ' : : place an earthen structure vil- 25.Female horse TR 5 e |7 |8
WET AND WILD — Lovely Diane Webber seems to have a case of the chills. Anyone have a spare poncho liner? lagers had been using. 26-Afternoon 5 s “
(PHOTO COURTESY OF PETER GOWLAND) A working Crewdof m}?redthan 27.3‘.2;::
1,000 villagers, under the direc- 29-Islet in river 12 13 14
H tion of the Thuy Phu village or lake
Chaplain Paves Way chief, Ngo Si Dinh, have been wAconinent  [15 6 17 L
working at the project site each oV = s o
® @ dayi(A week afilter they s.ftartgd. 33 River duck = 23 %
workers carved out a founda- 34-Army offi
,etnamese ro out tu ’es or e ree tion site the size of a baseball (abbr.) o g
diamond. The site had been a gzj::"";;“m it 2
LONG BINH (USA) — A Viet- 18-year-old girl immediately up- cluded that Miss Anh was sin- to the United States. Members rice paddy before they started. p:,.'iic;,:d 27 |28 29 30 [31
namese secretary who had to on being introduced to her. cere in her wishes, and decided of the 36th Signal Battalion have The cement and other build- 37-Landed
quit school to support her fami- ‘“Her mannerisms and person- to help finance both college and decided to help. A band known ing materials will have to be 38.In rear of 32 @33 34
ly has had a dream come true. ality are amazing, considering medical school. Miss Meyer also as the Soulful Dynamics has brought up the river by sampan :ggm 35 36 37
Miss Truong Ngoc Anh is go- the environment in which she has offered to support the girl’'s offered to perform in benefit and boat. The site is inaccessi- ‘&m’““"
ing back to high school in Sai- has been raised,” he said. family, realizing if she went to appearances to help finance the ble for truck or vehicular traf- ) ‘;:Wl 38 39 40 |41
gon and later will study to  Miss Anh comes from a pov- School on a full-time basis they  girl’s education. = fics i 45.|:],,m 42 il
become a doctor. She had been erty-stricken family of six chil- would ne_ed assistance. “What impressed me most is It’s only a minor obstacle for IT LOOKS | I HEAR My MOM HOUR BEACH BALL JUST } o
working for the 595th Signal dren that is living in substand- Chaplain Turner also has of- that she doesn’t want the educa- the villagers who are deter- DOWN i a5 GREAT, | CALL ) LEFT FOR HAWAIL AGAIN | ca0h
Company as a secretary. ard housing in the Saigon area. fered to help and mentioned ‘he tion to help herself, but only to mined to have their dam and 1-Stories : :
Chaplain (Capt.) Herbert M., Vietnamese custom dictates Will continue to supervise Miss help others,” said Chaplain determined to win their race Distr. by United Feature Syndicate, Inc. 25
Turner of the 36th Signal Bat- that the oldest child must work Anh’s education after he returns  Turner. against the monsoon.
talion took an interest in the to support the family. In her ° = WL
case, this meant that she had to : A FREE BAl ﬂT_ =
Attention | s it kit Air Cav Caches In 100 Tons Of Rice -
amily.
H (X Chaplain Turner decided to CAMP EVANS (USA) — Com- Through the interpreter,- the tons of rice had-been found. The
awaiians investigate the girl’s situation pany A, 2d Battalion, 7th Caval- chief said that rice was hidden rice will be taken to the dis-
SAIGON (MACV) — Hawaii further and see if it might be ry of the 1st Air Cavalry Divi- in a nearby graveyard. trict capital of Huong _Dlen, I HATE TO BURY [T BECAUSE
residents, act now! Did you possible for her to work and S S Lieutenant Peters sent a pla- where it will be distributed SOME STUPID ST, BERNARD OR
know that your absentee ballot finish her education at the same S10n Was operaling near 1€ oon to investigate. When they among the refugees there. SOMETHING MIGHT FIND IT..,
must arrive by the day before time. He visited the Long Binh hamlet of Cai Mon, on the coast- arrived at the designated spot Lieutenant Peters reported, [Srate e e |
the primary election; or no civilian personnel office and al plain about 20 miles north- they uncovered four caches con- “Around the rice caches we
later than‘ noon on the sixt_h made an appointment for Miss act of Hue, when the hamlet taining more than 10 tons of found numerous bunkers, 'nil;lA
day following a general or pri- Anh to see Cathy Meyer. LG S s S oaliod. Ticutenanttu.Lice: in these we found three N
mary election? A primary elec- Miss Meyer, after talking to pp Throughout the day cother vil- uniforms and a document con-
tion is scheduled for Oct. 5, her, discovered the girl’s goal James P. Peters, the company |agers came forward with in- taining a list of houses of Viet A . I\l 7
1968. of becoming a doctor. She con- commander. formation, until a total of 100 Cong in the area.”
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