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Duc Lap Battle Costs Enemy 800
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Enemy Fortifications Smashed

Marine Air Ground Team Kills 200

CON THIEN (USMC)—Nearly
200 dead North Vietnamese
(NVA), destroyed enemy bunk-
ers and large ammunition
caches were the booty of war
for 3rd Marine Division leather-
necks who smashed through a
maze of enemy bunkers and
trenches south of the Demili-
tarized Zone (DMZ).

The Ninth Marine Regiment,
Supported by selements of the
26th Marines and 3rd Tank Bat-
talion and aided by Marine air
and artillery, destroyed 761 ene-
my b'unkers near Con Thien.
he five-day operation, de-
Signed to destroy enemy fortifi-
cations and gun emplacements,
Was the first large scale opera-
tion in the area in several
months.

In their smash through the
enemy infested area Marine in-
antrymen accounted for 105
confirmed enemy dead, while
ar and artillery were credited

with 86. The leathernecks suf-
fered light casualties.

Their aections netted 45,000
rounds of small arms ammuni-
tion, 3,623 enemy mortar
rounds, 1,400 mines and anti-
tank projectiles, large quanti-
ties of NVA uniforms and field
equipment as well as commu-
nist documents and food sup-
plies.

Third Battalion, Ninth Ma-
rines encountered the majority
of ground resistance as it
swept north from Con Thien.
They killed 70 enemy.

Other Marine infantry units
participating in the sweep in-
cluded 2nd Battalion, 26th Ma-
rines, and 2nd and 3rd bat-
talions of Ninth Marines.

The leatherneck drive into the

NVA infested area met with
enemy mortar, artillery and
rocket fire from across the

DMZ throughout the operation.
The majority of ground opposi-
tion, however, came from NVA

in fortified bunkers and trench
lines.

Air and artillery were used
to soften up enemy positions be-
fore Marine infantrymen, sup-
ported by three platoons of
tanks, advanced on the well for-
tified enemy.

Once the enemy was routed,
bulldozers from the 11th Engi-
neer Battalion, leveled the
maze of enemy fortifications.
Marine engineers also utilized
captured enemy explosives to
destroy the NVA bunker com-
plex.

|ARVN Units Decorated|

WASHINGTON (USA) —
Three units of the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam’s 5th In-
fantry Division were presented
the U.S. Presidential Unit Cita-
tion recently for extraordinary
heroism in action against hos-
tile forces.

Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Company, the 3rd Platoon
of the 5th Company and the 6th
Company, all of the 2d Battal-
ion, 9th Regiment were lauded
for their actions in defending
a Revolutionary Development

pacification project near Tan
Hung, Binh Long Province.

On July 11, 1967, the 141st
North Vietnamese Army Regi-
ment hit the ARVN position
with a heavy volume of mortar
fire followed by three separate
human wave assaults. In each
case, the enemy penetrations of
the perimeter were beaten
back by fierce counterattacks.

The citation read in part:
““The viciousness of the close
combat and the effectiveness of

(Continued on Back Page)

SAIGON (USA) — Ele-
ments of a North Vietnam-
ese Army Division lost
more than 800 men in a
three day attempt to over-
come the small outpost of
Duc Lap last week. The
camp was defended by three
companies of the Vietnam-
ese Camp Strike Force with
their U.S. Special Forces
advisors. Supporting fires
were provided by B52s,
ACA47s, fighter-bombers and
artillery.

The battle was joined
when an estimated North
Vietnamese regiment, under
the cover of heavy mortar
fire, launched a ground at-
tack on the Duc Lap dis-
trict headquarters and
Civilian Irregular Defense
Group (CIDG) camp near
the Cambodian border ap-
proximately 130 miles
northwest of Sagion.

The trapped Vietnamese and
small group of U.S. Special
Forces advisors braved heavy
enemy small arms, mortars,
rockets and human wave as-
saults against their small base
and repeatedly beat back the
attackers.

During the fighting, B52s,
America’s giants of the skies,
dropped high-explosive 500-
pound bombs less than a mile
from the friendly troops, while
six Vietnamese Mobile Strike
Force companies and the ARVN
2nd Battalion, 45th Regiment
closed in to reinforce the be-
leaguered positions.

On the last day of the attacks,
the enemy launched more deter-
mined and fierce attacks
against the small CIDG camp.
Reinforcements struck the ene-
my’s flank prior to his break-
ing contact late in the afternoon.

On the fourth day, the heavily
contested camp was reinforced
with fresh troops while other
units began to pursue the flee-
ing enemy.

As they pursued the battered
NVA force, Vietnamese govern-
ment troops found more than
800 enemy dead. Friendly casu-
alties were 59 killed and 129
wounded. Included in the count
were six U.S. advisers killed.

Air Cavalry
Infantryman
Wins MOH

WASHINGTON (ANF) — A
U.S. Army infantryman has
been awarded the Medal of
Honor posthumously for saving
the lives of several fellow sol-
diers during an emeny attack.

Private First Class Billy L.
Lauffer received the nation’s
highest award for combat hero-
ism for his action in Binh
Dinh province on Sept. 21, 1966.

His parents Mr. and Mrs.
Howard W. Lauffer of Tucson,
Arizona, accepted the medal for
their son. Secretary of the Army
Stanley R. Resor presented the
award in a ceremony at the
Pentagon.

Private Lauffer became the
23rd . U.S. Army serviceman to
receive the Medal of Honor for
combat action in Vietnam. He
was serving with C Company,
2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 1st
Air Cavalry Division.

During combat operations
against a strong enemy force,
his squad was attacked at close
range by intense machinegun
fire from two concealed bunk-
ers.

(Continued on Back Page)
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Editorial 1

| Strictly US.A.

Americans are currently engaged in that quadrennial
phenomenon unique in the annals of political history and
practice—our national elections.

This is not to say that other countries don’t have na-
tional elections or that they are either more—or less—ef-
fective than those in the United States.

Tt is to say that our elections and the processes leading
up to them are, to say the least, different.

Starting with the first Presidential Primary early in
the election year, our populace is hallooed, hammered and
harangued with the pleas, promises and protestations of
potential presidents.

The show really gets on the road with the major party
conventions. These are a combination of a Ziegfeld Revue,
the World Series, a TV spectacular, the Constitutional

Convention and a Fourth of July picnic all rolled into one.

From these emerge the final candidates, selected on the
basis of popular support by the majority of individuals in
that particular political party.

Then until -election day, the American people have
the chance to concentrate on the opinions, views and
policies of the major candidates. _

. By way of newspapers, radio and television, we are
able to study, dissect, question, sift and determine the
candidates’ views on everything from aardvarks to zymurgy.
From the mass of information, claims and counter-claims,
we are able to arrive at a decision as to which man, in our
our own opinion, would be best suited to guide this nation
in the coming four years. The final choice is made on
election day when we exercise our right as a citizen to vote.

There may be better ways to choose the President of
the United States—no system is perfect. Although at times,
our presidential campaign seems to lack the dignity and
solemnity of the high office to which the candidates aspire,
the campaign process is the free expression of free people
exercising their right to have a voice in their future.

Although the campaign may have its entertaining
aspects, it’s a serious business. Use the coming weeks wisely
so you can make an intelligent choice on election day.

Our system may not be perfect, but it is certainly
the best history has produced. Choice, even under a
possibly imperfect system, is far better than no choice
at all. (AFPS)
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Just In Case

You Have
Not Heard

Army Pin-on
Insignia OK'd

WASHINGTON — Worldwide
Army wear of the new pin-on
insignia worn on enlisted uni-
forms was authorized on July
1, with mandatory wear of the
metal insignia scheduled for
July 1, 1969.

The pin-ons have been okayed
for wear on the field jacket,
tropical combat uniform, cotton
sateen utility uniform and wool
OG shirt..

In addition, pin-on insignia of
grade are authorized for wear
on the utility and pile cap in
lieu of distinctive insignia. Pin-
ons are authorized too for cooks,
medics, and enlisted women’s
white duty uniforms.

The insignia is to be worn on
both collars, point up for NCOs
and are up for the specialists.
The center of the insignia will
bisect the point of the collar,
allowing one-half inch space be-
tween the lower outside edge
of the insignia to the edge of
either side of the collar.

Three pairs of the pin-ons will
be issued to each enlisted man.

#® £

Old Faithful

Streamlined

WASHINGTON — The sol-
dier’s old and faithful traveling
companion, his intrenching tool,
is getting a major face-lifting.

At the U.S. Army Natick Lab-
oratories, Natick Mass., engi-
neers have developed a new in-
trenching tool that is lighter,
more compact and more ver-
satile than the standard one.

The new, streamlined model
is currently being evaluated
here in Vietnam and in develop-
ment tests elsewhere. Research-
ers report it is getting a favor-
able reaction in the field.

The lightweight shovel trims
a full pound off the current
four-pounder. It has a folding
metal handle and packs neatly
into a. carrier 9% inches long,
eliminating the exposed handle
of the current 20%-inch-long
tool.

The handle is “D”’ shaped, de-
signed to improve the efficiency
of its primary job: digging.

Its blade is designed to pierce
the soil and sever roots with
less effort than that necessary
with the present tool. One side
of the blade has a serrated edge
and the opposite side is sharp-
ened to an ax edge for cutting
roots and clearing light brush.
The point of the blade is de-
signed to act as a pick when
necessary. (ANF)

SORRY MEN BUT SHE'S TAKEN—Gorgeous Diane, wife of
Agent 007 (Sean Connery) in real life, is “tough” like her
husband—"tough” to turn down on any day! Miss Cilento
is notf only a talented actress, but the blonde beauty also is
an author with a couple of publications under her belt—

would you believe under her negligee?
(PHOTO COURTESY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES)

y 1LT DAVID BOUDREAUX
“Confucius say . . .” Yes,
we’ve all heard this little phrase
before. But who was this fellow
called Confucius? Sure, we
know that he was a Chinese
philosopher who lived a long
time ago. Few of us, however,
know much more about this
man whose teachings have ex-
erted a profound influence on
Asia, including Vietnam, for

.over twenty centuries.

Confucius was born in Shan-
tung China in 551 BC. Because
his father died when Confucius
was only three, he spent his
youth in poverty.

Confucius Founds School

At 19 Confucius became an
overseer of public lands. A few
years passed before Confucius
married. Shortly after his mar-
riage Confucius resigned his po-
sition as overseer and started a

Servicemen Giant Step Closer

WASHINGTON—Military and
dependent drivers are a giant
step closer to having all 50
states recognize their operator
permits from sister states.

At a recent meeting of the Na-
tional Committee of Uniform
Traffic Laws and Ordinances
overwhelming agreement was
reached to include two Inter-
Service Group (ISG) measures
in the Uniform Vehicle Code
(UVC) to benefit servicemen
and dependents.

The committee updated the
UVC by including provisions
to encourage states to recog-
nize a valid driver license is-
sued by another state to a mili-
tary spouse or dependent. The
other measure would allow a

state to honor as valid a proper
license issued by a serviceman’s
state of domicile.

Now, 47 states honor a permit
from a member’s state of domi-
cile, and 36 states approve of a
spouse’s out-of-state license.
Puerto Rico also accepts per-
mits issued by any state.

The ISG, which makes pro-
posals to the states for uniform
auto and licensing requirements
for the military, has been push-
ing the states since 1964 for pas-
sage of such uniform laws.

school to teach government and
conduct, illustrating his early
interest in the ethical behavior
of the individual in society.

For 29 years Confucius taught
at his school. Then he was ap-
pointed town magistrate when
he was 51. In four years he ad-
vanced to chief justice of his
state. So impressed was the
state ruler, Duke Ting, with the
teachings of Confucius, that the
duke applied them to his state
and greatly improved the living
conditions of his people.

Confucius The Wanderer

Seeing how much good he had
accomplished here, Confucius
resigned his public office once
again, this time to spread his
teachings to other states. For
13 years he wandered through-
out China, going from state to
state, teaching his ideals.

At the age of 68 Confucius re-
turned to his home to devote the
rest of his life to writing. His
works include the ‘“Analects,”
better known as the “Sayings
of Confucius.”

Confucian Influence

After Confucius’ death in 479
BC, his followers continued to
teach his philosophy. In 140 BC,
Emperor Han Wu-Ti made Con-
fucianism the state religion uf
his Chinese people. Confucius
ethical system spread through-
out Asia with the growth of Chi-
nese influence. His teachings
continue to have a deep signifi-
cance in the personal and pub-
lic lives of millions of Asians.

“The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time
to time, with the blood of patriots and tyrants.”

THOMAS JEFFERSON
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RF /PF Forces

TAY NINH (USA) — A US.
25th Infantry Division 1st Bri-
gade unit and four Vietnamese
Regional and Popular Force
companies made a heli-borne
assault along the Vam Co
Doung river, and killed 10 ene-
my when they trapped an esti-
mated Viet Cong company. The
Allied forces also captured 54
enemy 82mm mortars on the
operation four miles southwest
of Go Dau Ha.

The 1st Brigade’s Combined
Reconnaissance Intelli-
gence Platoon (CRIP) and the
Tay Ninh Provincial Recon Unit
(PRU) assisted the Vietnamese
soldiers as they pushed into the
enemy’s well-fortified strong-
hold.

The contact began as the fifth
wave of choppers bearing CRIP
and Pru soldiers landed into

. ground fire. With a tremendous

volume of fire the Vietnamese
charged the first woodline as
the 1st Brigade unit moved to
sweep the western river bank.

Working the eastern side of
the river, the four Vietnamese

AF Pilots
Clean-Up

30 VC

CAM RANH BAY (USAF) —
Air Force F-4 Phantom crews
of the 12th Tactical Fighter
Wing, Cam Ranh Bay air base,
killed 30 Viet Cong in an enemy
base camp, north of Saigon.

Colonel James H. Hoag Jr.,
deputy commander of opera-
tions for the 12th TFW, led the
flight on the immediate close
air support strike. First Lieu-
tenant Thomas McKay was the
colonel’s pilot and Major Ed-
ward D. Goetze commanded the
wing Phantom.

The target was in a small val-
ley, 10 miles southeast of Bu
Dop Special Forces camp,
which 12th TFW pilots helped
save last December.

The forward air controller,
who directed the flight, gave an
initial battle damage assess-
ment of four bunkers uncov-
ered and two secondary fires.
The battle damage of 30 killed
by air was forwarded after
friendly ground troops moved
into the area.

RF and PF companies engaged
the enemy in a five-and-one-
half-hour pitched battle as nine
air strikes pounded the Viet
Cong’s dug-in positions.

The two forces came upon an
uncompleted Viet Cong base,
finding enemy medical supplies
and blowing two tunnels with
hand grenades. The 1st Brigade
soldiers then moved through
heavy undergrowth to a canal.
Making use of two sampans,
the troops crossed the waterway
and continued to sweep the VC-
infested area.:

As a result of the operation,
nine boxes, each containing six
82mm mortars with fuses, were
discovered along the river by
the CRIP. They also captured
300 pounds of polished rice and
several enemy documents -and
destroyed five sampans and

three Viet Cong ‘‘hooches.”

The four Vietnamese RF/PF
companies killed 10 enemy in
their battle and captured a
sampan with an inboard motor,
10 outboard motors and 500
pounds of rice.

Eureka! CRIP members check 82mm mortars they found.

THE

* * *
SILVER STAR

* * *
Anderson, Leon L. MAJ USA
Anderson, Warren J. MAJ USA

‘Beisel, Charles C. CPT USA

Chase, Jack S. CPT USA

* * *
BRONZE STAR MEDAL
WITH “v” DEVICE

e K *
Finch, James T. MAJ U*SA
Howell, Michael M. SP 4 USA
Mace, James E. CPT USA

Powers, Dana SSG USA
Rummel, David J. SFC USA
Towle, Harold J. SFC USA
Voss, James W. SFC USA
White, Hubert SP 5 USA

* * *
ARMY COMMENDATION
MEDAL WITH “V”
DEVICE
* * *

Crumm, James R. MSG USA
Huett, Judson L. Jr. 1LT USA
Means, Dwight L. SGT USA
White, Mervin L. CPL USA

A sweep mission gets underway as CRIP soldiers of the 25th Infantry Division move out.

= Rock-Hurling Enemy
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Harass Navy Builder

DMZ SOUTH (USN) — Rock-
throwing monkeys would prob-
ably be humorous to watch any-
where except at a forward land-
ing zone when one is busy clear-
ing landing sites for helicopters
to use in replenishing the Army
and Marines located there.

According to Equipment Op-
erator Constructionman Ray-
mond M. Beczkowski, the mon-
keys ventured from their do-
main in the surrounding hills to
harass him while he was at-
tached to the forward outpost
for two weeks. :

More than once the Seabee ex-
perienced the monkeys using
him for target practice as he
performed his clearing opera-
tion. But, “if you just ignore
them, they’ll generally leave to
amuse themselves elsewhere,”
he said.

The location of the landing

PFC ‘Faces’' Enemy
Twice In One Day

DA NANG (USMC) — “We
just stood there and stared at
each other for a few seconds; I
didn’t realize what had hap-
pened.” It was the second time
in one day that the Marine had
come face to face with the ene-
my. It was the last time either
of the enemy soldiers ever came
face to face with him.

Private First Class Charles

R. Manning, a rifleman with the.

26th Marine Regiment, spoke of
a recent incident that took place
on Operation Allen Brook.

C Manning, along with the

rest of his squad, was moving
along the base of a mountain
when he spotted three North
Vietnamese Army (NVA) sol-
diers hiding in a ravine. One
of the enemy was preparing to
fire a rocket propelled grenade

at the column of Marines. The
leatherneck fired first, hitting
the NVA soldier who was aim-
ing and routed the other two.

As the Marines continued
through the thick vegetation in
search of the escaped enemy,
PFC Manning spotted blood. He
looked up the trail and 10 me-
ters away saw another enemy
soldier.

He was surprised to see the
soldier so close and froze for
a split second, but not long
enough to let the NVA trooper
get the drop on him. The PFC
fired a short burst from his
M-16 rifle killing the enemy.

Two North Vietnamese sol-
diers at close range in a matter
of a few minutes was enough
action for one day as far as
the PFC was concerned.

zone is in the northernmost sec-
tion of South Vietnam, near the
demilitarized zone. Working
high on top of a hill, the Sea-
bee could see across into North
Vietnam.

Constant harassment from the
enemy was the primary concern
of the navyman. However, it
wasn't unusual to receive a few
“incoming,” rocks of course,
from the monkeys venturing
into the area from the surround-
ing hills. At night they frequent-
ly set off trip flares and booby
traps along the camp perimeter
in their quest for food or possi-
bly just to see if the guards
were alert.

Asked if he would like to re-
turn to the outpost, Seabee
Beczkowski stated, ‘“sure, the
only way you could tell us apart
was by looking at my tattoo and
the Army and Marines treated
me great.”

Wash. Voters

Voting regulations for the
state of Washington: Apply
for your ballot by mailing
the FPCA card to the Secre-
tary of State, Olympia, any
time- before September 17,
election day. Your ballot
must be in on or before the
17th and reach election of-
ficials no later than 15 days
after the general election.
The affidavit date on the
return . envelope will serve
as the voting date for U.S.
Armed Forces personnel.
Registration for election
will be accomplished at the
same time you apply for
your absentee ballot. Re-
sidence requirements are:
one year in the state, 90
days in the county and 30
days in the city or voting

precinct.
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Silh;ueﬂed by a fulling sun, a

Navy destroyer steams off North Vietnam.
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The Navy’'s new assault support boats (ASPBs)—fast and heavily armed—operate as river ‘‘destroyers.”

A 50-foot Navy swift boat cuts through the water in the Gulf of Thailand in efforts to prevent enemy infiltration and resupply by sea.
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FIREFIGHT—Down by the stern, but not out of the fight, crew members of an assault support pairol boat return enemy fire.

(USN PHOTO BY: PH-1 Dan Dodd)

Captain Downed Three Times

~ Courage Keeps Vietnamese Pilot Aloft

SAIGON (USAF) — Three
times the Viet Cong have
knocked the pins out from un-
der Vietnamese Air Force Cap-
tgin Nguyen Du, and three
times the scrappy young fighter
pilot has come back to plague
his adversaries,

The 23-year-old, A-1 Skyraid-
gl pilot has been downed three
times since he was graduated
from flight training in the Unit-
ed States in 1963, Twice he was
forced to crash land in rice
Paddies and once he bailed out
?ver the South China Sea.
~Captain Du is the pride of the

VNAF’s 516th Fighter Squadron
at Da Nang air base, not for
almost getting blown out of the
sky, but for his fortitude and
determination to eliminate the
enemy. ?

In his five years in the VN-
AF, the captain has amassed
more than 1,700 operational fly-
ing hours.

Enemy gunners hit the pilot
for the first time during a raid
at Ben Hai when his Skyraider
was- hit by ground fire causing
engine failure. The pilot was
too low to bail out so he rode
the crippled aireraft down and

Armed Forces Voters Day
September 20, 1968

Sec Pages
2,3,4,9&12

skidded into a rice paddy be-
fore being brought to a jolting
halt when the plane hit a road
embankment. He was uncon-
scious for only a short time
and after regaining his senses,
he attempted to turn off the
switches despite extreme diffi-
culty in using his hands.
Meanwhile, the remainder of

his flight flew cover for the
downed pilot and within 10 min-
utes, a VNAF H-34 Choctaw res-
cue helicopter hauled the cap-
tain from the paddy and re-
turned him to Da Nang.

Six days later, he removed
his bandages and volunteered
to lead a mission against a tar-

(Continued On Page 9)
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%AtiHING’I‘ON (USMC)
—With shotgun blasting, a
web belt around his
serving as a tourniquet, and
his leg jammed into the dirt
to curtail the bleeding, Ma-
rine Second Lieutenant
John P. Bobo fell mortally
wounded while firing into
the mainpoint of an enemy
attack against his outnum-
bered force of U.S. Ma-
rines. g

For his conspicuous gal-
lantry and intrepidity at
the risk of his life above
and beyond the call of duty,
Lieutenant Bobo was
awarded the Medal of Hon-
or.

Dur!ng ceremonies re-
cently in Washington the
parents of Lieutenant Bobo
were presented the nation’s
highest decoration for hero-
ism by Secretary of the
Navy Paul R. Ignatius.

Lieutenant Bobo died March
30, 1967 during fighting in
Quang Tri province.

His unit, “I” Company, Third
Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third
Marine Division, was setting in
for the night when it was at-
tacked by a numerically supe-
rior North Vietnamese Army
unit.

Despite murderous enemy
fire, Lieutenant Bobo organized
a hasty defense, and moved
from position to position en-
couraging his Marines,

He recovered a rocket launch-
er when its team was put out
of action; organized a new
team and directed its fire into
the enemy machine-gun posi-
tions.

When an exploding enemy
mortar round severed Lieuten-
ant Bobo’s right leg below the
knee, he refused to be evacuat-
ed and insisted upon being
placed in a firing position to
cover the movement of the
command group to a better lo-
cation. With a web belt around
his leg serving as a tourniquet
and with his leg jammed into
the dirt to curtail the bleeding,
he remained in this position and

delivered devastating fire into

the ranks of the enemy attempt-
ing to overrun the Marine posi-
tions. :

“I saw the lieutenant kill at
least five North Vietnamese sol-
diers although he had been
seriously wounded,” said First
Sergeant Raymond G. Rogers,
“I” Company’s senior enlisted
man.

‘“He also killed the NVA sol-
dier who had wounded me in
the leg, and was standing over
me,” the first sergeant said.

“The last time I saw the lieu-
tenant alive,” concluded the
first sergeant, ‘‘he was in a half
sitting position firing his shot-
gun.l?. "

His valiant spirit inspired his

-men to heroic efforts, and his

stand enabled the Leathernecks
to gain a protective position
where they repulsed the enemy
attack. 27

FlamingBoots, Clothes Aid Gls
Repulse Vicious Enemy Attack

CU CHI (USA) — An ambush
patrol of the 2d Battalion, 27th
Infantry, supported by gunships
and artillery, killed 56 Viet
Cong in a vicious fight one mile
northwest of the 25th Infantry
Division’s base camp at Tay
Ninh. At one point the belea-

guered soldiers of Company A
burned their clothes and boots
to signal helicopter gunships.

The enemy dead were found
the next morning, some as
close as five meters from the
U.S. positions.

“Everything went all right un-

til about 1:30 a.m. when one of
our machine gun positions
spotted six VC,” explained Ser-
geant Paul R. Lambers.

They fired on what they
thought were only six enemy
and from that moment on the

(Continued On Page 9) ;
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Vote This Way |

This is a major election year and the emphasis
throughout the country is to “get out the vote.” This is
as it should be, since casting a ballot for the political
candidate of our choice is not only a primary right of
every citizen, but a major responsibility as well.

There are other forms of votes—U.S. Savings Bonds
and Freedom Shares. They really are votes—votes of
confidence in our country and its future.

And, perhaps just as important, they are positive
factors in assuring your own future.

True, as investments they don’t have the potential
of vast and rapid returns on your money—but how many
of us have the “extra” money we could afford to lose in

speculation and so-called “easy-money” investments?

As safe, secure and guaranteed investments, U.S.
Savings Bonds and Freedom Shares can’t be beat. You
know that your money is invested in a “going corporation”
that doesn’t have to worry about going out of business.
You also know that the 41 per cent interest on Savings
Bonds and the 5 per cent interest on Freedom Shares is
guaranteed. If anything, the interest rates do rise, they
cover the investment you’ve already made, not just new
investments.

These votes of confidence in the future and security
of our country deserve the same serious consideration as
your vote in the Presidential Elections. When you study
the U.S. Savings Bonds/Freedom Shares platform of
security, there’s little doubt it’s a winning ticket.

Cast your vote of confidence in America through the
allotment program and buy U.S. Savings Bonds and
Freedom Shares. (AFPS)

Just In Case

You Have
Not Heard

* *

*
Did You Lose
Your Right?

SAIGON — If you haven't
filled cut Block 2, you have lost
your right.

Some Armed Forces members
have lost their right to vote in
early Primary Elections this
year because they did not indi-
cate a political party preference
on their Federal Post Card
Applications for Absentee Ballot.

This situation is steadily in-
creasing, according to Depart-
ment of Defense voting assist-
ance officials, because State
voting officials must know what
an absentee voter’s party pref-
erence is before the proper ab-
sentee primary ballot can be
mailed to him.

In filling out absentee ballot
applications for primaries, serv-
jcemen should remember to in-
dicate their political party
preference in Block 2.

If Over 21,
Act Your Age

SAIGON — If you're over 21,
act your age and see your vot-
ing officer.

Information on absentee vot-
ers’ qualifications, registration,
pre-election voting and applica-
tion for and return of ballots,
may be obtained from your unit
voting officer.

All personnel are advised to
check now, as states vary on
voting qualifications and dead-
lines. The date for the General
Election is November 5, 1968,
giving absentee voters less than
two months for application re-
ceipt and return of their ballots.

Louisiana Voters, Beat the Deadline,
Get Your Name On Parish List Now!

tered the Armed Forces from
Louisiana.

WASHINGTON — If you care
to flex your constitutional mus-

cles in the State of Louisiana
on November 5, while serving
in the “boonies,”” recommend
you read the following:

The Louisiana absentee regis-
tration applies to those persons
who otherwise qualify under
state law as set forth in ‘“Quali-
fications for Voting” who en-

The spouses of the above
members of the Armed Forces
who are not present to register
in person because of the mili-
tary duty of the Service mem-
ber, also qualify.

In order to register, just send
a letter to the registrar of your
parish giving the following in-
formation:

FIRST IN VIETNAM
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a. Date on which you attained
the age of 21.

b. The length of residence in
Louisiana.

c. The precinct, ward and
parish in which you desire to
register.

d. Enclose the names and ad-
dresses of two or more credible
registered voters of your pre-
cinct who could make oath if
required that you resided in
your precinct at the time of your
or your spouse’s entry into the
Military Service.

The parish registrar, upon de-
termining by contacting the two
named registered voters that
you are entitled to register, will
send to you the registration
blank. Fill out the blank, have
it attested by an officer author-
ized to administer oaths. On a
blank sheet of paper, sign your
name, then return the registra-
tion form and the sheet of paper
containing your signature to the
parish registrar.

To register to vote in the
November general election, the
completed forms and your sig-
nature on the blank sheet of
paper must be returned to the
registrar of the parish so that
your name may be entered in
the parish voters’ list between
the dates of September 30 and
October 4.

All other persons must regis-
ter in person as set forth under
registration. (AFPS)

s
.

DREAMY—If your temperature suddenly jumped a few de-
grees, it's a good indication we'll be seeing more of Linda
Peck in the future. The former model made her screen debut

in.a recently released film titled *‘Star.”
(PHOTO COURTESY OF 20TH CENTURY-FOX)
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The family shrine in the
home, the family grave in the
rice paddy or even in the front
yard: these are familiar sights

throughout Vietnam. To many .

Americans these are strange
sights, for few of us know a
great deal about Confucianism
in Vietnam.

The philosophy that we would
call Confucianism has been in
Vietnam since the Chinese Em-
peror Han Wu Ti placed Viet-
nam under a military governor
in 111 B.C. Since that time,
Confucianism has confributed
immensely to the development
of the cultural, moral, and po-
litical life of Vietnam.

Doctrine Of The Mean

In the cultural world, espe-
cially the world of art and
drama, the Confucian Doctrine
of the Mean is clearly evident.
The Vietnamese artist uses
“neither too much nor too lit-
tle; no overcrowding of de-
tails; not too many nor foo
bright colors, just enough to
obtain the desired effect.”’ Viet-
namese lacquerware is a clas-
sic illustration of these princi-
ples. Known throughout the
world for its simplicity as well
as its sheer beauty, Vietnamese
lacquer rarely portrays more
than three colors, and frequent-
ly only has two: gold on black.

Theatre Becomes Classroom

Because there were few
schools in Vietnam during the
early years of Confucian influ-
ence, the theatre became the
classroom for the perpetuation
of the Chinese philosophy. One
need only recall that the Greeks
used the same technique, the
stage, to advance their philoso-
phies, and the Medieval Chris-
tians had their ‘Morality

By 1LT David E. Bou

eaux

Plays” as a substitute for the
classroom. On the Vietnamese
stage, individuals from all
walks of life made their en-
trances and exits in plots that
depicted conflicts involving du-
ty and passion. The good and
the loyal were always rewarded
and the evil were always pun-
ished.

Confucianism Organizes

Society

In the moral life of Vietnam,
Confucianism has been most
influential. The follower of the
teachings of Confucius knows
his place in society and is
aware of the behavior expected
of him. For Confucianism gave
Vietnam a highly organized so-
ciety in which the improvement
of the individual is encouraged,
not for the sake of the individ-
ual, but for the benefit of the
community. The individual is
always subservient to his fam-
ily and to society as a whole.

The family shrine in the
home is one of the most no-
ticeable manifestations of Con-
fucianism in Vietnam, It is at
this shrine that the ancestors
are revered by those still on

' earth. On certain holidays, flow-

ers, food and liquors are place
on the shrine’s altars. Long
life is wished to others. And
women look forward to bearing
more sons, for the male 18
considered to be more impor
tant than the female. ¢

With the growing influence 0
Western culture in the _EaSti
Confucianism is not as eviden
in the Vietnamese cities as’,i
once was. However, in the “:
lages and throughout the COU!;I
tryside, Confucianism is St
the way of life.

Because of what you men are doing here today, Yo!
may very well prevent a greater war—a World War 1.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON

i b
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Air Cavalrymen Overcome 22 Enemy

HUE (USA) — With their
arms, hands and drawn faces
cut by choking vines and under-

" brush, 101st Air Cavalrymen

from the 2nd Battalion, 501st

Infantry engaged an NVA unit
high in the mountains west of

here recently and killed 22 of

them.

Hacking their way through
underbrush which was more
than 20 feet high in some
places, the infantrymen spotted

three bunkers along a moun-
tainside in a clearing. The bunk-
ers were built from three layers
of six-inch logs.

A scout dog and handler
moved along with the cavalry-
men’s point squad. Just beyond
the barricades, the dog froze
in position, whining softly. His
handler, Private First Class
Michale Booth, inched forward,
his eyes fixed.

A thin, almost invisible wire
stretched across a small open-
ing in the brush in front of him.

ARVNs,

LZ MIGUEL (USA) — The
largest enemy cache to be cap-
tured recently in Operation Jeb
Stuart III was the result of
ARVN and 1st Air Cavalry Divi-
sion action.

The 3rd ARVN Regiment
killed 32 North Vietnamese sol-
diers and seized large caches of
weapons, ammunition and med-
icines in the mountains 48 miles
west of Hue.

The teamwork of the regi-
ment’s 4th Battalion and the
artillery and helicopter gunship
support of the 1st Air Cavalry
Division accounted for 25 dead
North Vietnamese Army sol-
diers.

At dawn one day the ARVN
battalion, commanded by Major
Nguyen Huu Lu, made contact
with an NVA platoon guarding
huts and bunkers hidden under
the jungle canopy. In the re-
sulting two-hour firefight, the
combination of ARVN troops
and the 1st Air Cavalry support
proved too much for the enemy.

Major Lu’s men overran the
complex without a friendly cas-
ualty.

“The gunships tore ’em up,”

‘Turkey Shoot'

With Howitzer
CreamsEnemy

LZ STUD (USMC) — An
Army artillery gunner had “‘the
biggest turkey shoot of his life”
at this landing zone when he
fired point blank at 30 North
V}Btnamese' Army (NVA) sol-
diers overlooking the Marine
outpost north of Ca Lu.

Corporal Viterbo Sanchez, a
gunner with Battery B, 6th Bat-
talion, 33rd Artillery, fired 11
rounds with his 105mm howitzer
at the enemy soldiers.

“It was late at night and we
were just getting ready for har-
assment and interdiction fire,
when we received word to pre-
pare for a fire mission,” he
said. “Then we were told that
the target was approximately
0 enemy soldiers moving on a
ridgeline behind our positions.”

1S gun crew went into action
and fired on the enemy at point
blank range,

“It was dark so we couldn’t
assess the results but the Ma-
Iines told us they didn’t observe
any movement the rest of the
night,” said the gunner.
.“orporal Sanchez, in Vietnam
Since February, exclaimed,
l'll‘hat was the biggest turkey
shoot of my life. It lasted only
Seven minutes, A long seven

Minutes fo 3
sure.” r the NVA, I'm

- found the weapons,

Ist Cav

Discover Cache

said Captain George Barma,
senior U.S. advisor with the bat-
-talion.

They found eight machine-’

guns, 19 rifles, and 5,000 rounds
of small arms ammunition. Also
captured were 1,500 B-40 rock-
ets, 100 meters of detonating
cord, 2,000 meters of time fuse,
10 anti-tank mines and a ton of
medical supplies.

Two million units of penicillin
were found in bottles bearing
Czechoslovakian, Ru-
manian, North Korean, French
and Japanese labels. The cache
also contained Chinese medi-
cines, bottles of Japanese blood
plasma and three sets of surgi-
cal instruments.

“When we drove the
out,” Major Lu said, “we found
kitchens with fresh vegetables
on the tables. Then we discov-
ered the medicine — it was like
a big drugstore. And then we
including
brand new .50 caliber anti-air-
craft machineguns.”

The following morning the 4th
Battalion continued to explore
the area. Elements probing the
steep, narrow ravines killed six
more NVA and captured 100
rounds of 82mm mortar shells.

The 1st Battalion discovered a
separate cache southeast of LZ
Miguel on the following morn-
ing. Stripping the camouflage
from two deep bunkers, the
ARVNs uncovered 960 Chinese
grenades, 500 anti-tank mines,
eleven 60mm mortar rounds,
twenty 82mm mortar rounds,
two cases of plastic explosives
an AK-47 assault rifle, and
22,000 rounds of small arms
ammunition.

NVA-

It was attached to a 105mm
high explosive shell. He cut the
wire and moved on for another
hundred meters.

As he stopped short, PFC
Booth signalled those behind
him not to move. Off to their
right flank, six North Vietnam-
ese soldiers frooped into view.
The heavy underbrush and their
direction of travel kept the
troopers from the enemy’s
sight, even though the NVA sol-
diers were only 20 meters away.

The PFC closed the chamber
on his M-79 grenade launcher
and prepared to fire a shotgun,
anti-personnel rounds. The ene-
my heard the click and cavalry-
men dove for a clump of bushes.

By then the element of sur-
prise was lost. An enemy gre-
nade landed near Specialist 4
John Reick. A thunderous ex-
plosion was heard and hot

pieces of shrapnel knifed into
the specialist’s left arm.

The wound caused him to
drop his rifle, but somehow he
managed to pick it up again
and swung around shooting.

While the initial contact was
made, the remainder of Com-
pany A -came on line. PFC
Booth and Specialist Reick
opened up on the NVA soldiers,
who were now firing their AK-
47s at the air cavalrymen. Bul-
lets churned up the ground be-
tween the two forces.

As the firefight continued, the
hot smoke was cooled by a
heavy rain storm. The Scream-
ing Eagle troopers from the
“Geronimo” battalion tried to
close in on the enemy soldiers,
but they were stopped by a wall
of hand grenades.

Soon, helicopter  gunships
were called in to give additional

fire support. -Within - minutes,
the pilots were strafing the ene-
my positions with their ~mini-
guns and aerial rocket artillery.
The exploding rockets hurled
thousands of pieces of hot shrap-
nel toward the NVA soldiers,
who were now backed by heavy
machineguns.

The enemy soldiers tried to
flank the air cavalrymen’s po-
sition, but more troopers were
brought up on the line to guard
the flanks. As the gunships
made their final passes over
‘the battle scene, the rockets
stopped the maneuvering enemy
forces.

After more than two hours of
bloody fighting, the enemy
broke contact. The ‘“Geronimo”
troopers moved forward and
found 22 enemy bodies and a
myriad of spent enemy ord-
nance.

PR

GUIDED IN — 9th Infantry Division soldiers from Battery A, 3rd Battalion, 34th Artillery,

make smoke as they guide in a Chinook bringing in a mobile firing platform for a mission
in the Mekong Delta. The chopper will soon bring in 105mm howitzers in a versatile ma-
neuver to bolster firepower in support of the Division’s Mobile Riverine Force.

(USA PHOTO By: 2LT Thomas Ingala)

Enemy StagingAreaDestroyed

DA NANG (USMC)—If the
North Vietnamese are planning
another offensive on Da Nang,
similar to the Tet offensive,
they will have to find another
staging, control and supply
point because their old one is
demolished.

The one-time enemy strong-
hold, known as Go Noi Island,
became the key objective of
Operation Allen Brook which
began last May. During two
weeks of heavy contact with
Nprth Vietnamese Army sol-
diers, over 300 NVA troops were
killed.

With the main force beaten,
Marines went to work clearing
the island, southwest of Da
Nang.

Local villagers were relocated
near Da Nang as bulldozers
crushed all obstructions, includ-
ing the thick forests. Trees,
wooden beams and other burn-
able objects are being bull-

dozed into massive piles and
burned.

Bricks are crushed into peb-
bles, while cement bunkers fall
victim to explosive charges, and
their remains crushed by huge
bulldozers.

Air Force planes are spray-
ing defoliation chemicals and
when the vegetation is dry it is
set on fire.

Most of the resistance against
the Marines clearing the once-
safe enemy soil is now from the
Viet Cong.

Steady contact with small
bands of VC, booby-traps and
VC snipers has been experi-
enced by infantry units provid-
ing security for the heavy
equipment.

From June to July the hidden
enemy has been pounded by 11,-
850 artillery rounds and 72 sor-
ties of Marine air strikes called
in by the 2nd Battalion, 27th
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine

Division.
The initial siege of the enemy

stronghold and sporadic contacts -

during the destruction phase
have netted more than 1,000
enemy killed.

Numerous amounts of weap-
ons and ammunition are still
being found throughout the
island.

Major R.E. Armstrong, of the
27th, states, ‘“‘By the placement
of abandoned weapons we were
assured the NVA were definite-
ly planning on coming back, but
we're taking care of that prob-
lem now.

‘“The main reason for clearing
this island is its strategic value
to the enemy. If it wasn’t
cleared, we’d have to deploy
many Marines to control the
area,” the major concluded.

Rotating elements of the 5th,
7th, 26th and 27th Marine Regi-
ments, have taken part in the
continuing operation.

More Info
On Voting

WASHINGTON (AFPS)—
As part of the Federal Vot-
ing Assistance Program,
- ballots will be delivered
personally to eligible serv-
icemen subject to hostile
fire in Vietnam — just as
they were delivered to men
in frontline foxholes dur-
ing World War II and Ko-
rea. But a Voting Officer—
on a battleline or at a base
—can only deliver the ap-
plication and information.
The desire to cast his vote
must be with the individual
serviceman. Do your part.
Complete your FPCA and
then, at the appropriate
time between now and the
November 5 General Elec-
tion, return your ballot to
your home state in time to

be counted.
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Moéquitos are iropped in this “New Jersey Light Trap” and then removed for inspection.

VC Risks Death: Rallies

DI AN (USA) — Bo Van Lam,
a seventeen-year-old VC rifle-
man, cautiously made his way
through the swampy under-
growth which covers the area

just northeast of Saigon where
his unit was operating. He and
his comrades were short of food
again, and he had left on a
foraging mission with instruc-
tions. to bring back whatever he
could find to eat.

Under his shirt, Lam carried
a small piece of paper, though
he knew it would get him ex-
ecuted if his company com-
mander found it. On the paper
was a picture of a man Lam
recognized as a former leader
in his battalion and with it there

New Jersey

WASHINGTON (AFPS)—
“Military service voter,”
under New Jersey pro-
visions, means a qualified
elector under Constitution
and laws of this state who
comes within one of the
following categories:

a. . Persons in military
service, their spouses and
dependents.

b. Patients in a veterans’
hospital located in any
place other than place of
their residences who have
been in military service in
any war in which the U.S.
has been engaged and have
been discharged or released
from such service.

¢. Civilians attached to
or serving with Armed
Forces of U.S. without this
state, their spouses and
dependents when residing
with or accompanying
them.

Under new provisions,
spouses and dependents of
military personnel are no
longer required to register

to vote by absentee ballot.

was a message telling of the
good food, new clothing and fine
treatment ralliers receive under
the Government of South Viet-
nam’s Chieu Hoi Program.

The young soldier moved
along, thinking of this leaflet
and the voice he had heard the
night before from a helicopter
circling overhead. He was sure
the voice was that of the man
whose picture he carried and
he could almost hear its mes-
sage resounding — “Rally now!
Turn yourself over to the gov-
ernment forces.”

Then Lam knew the chance
he was looking for had come.
Ahead of him he saw Ameri-
can troops conducting a recon-
naissance patrol. With his hands
in the air, he stepped out so
the Americans could see him.
For Lam, days of hunger and
hardship with the Viet Cong
were over.

The American soldiers from
the 1st Infantry Division’s 2nd
Battalion, 28th Infantry turned
Lam over to the 2nd Brigade
civil affairs section in Di An.
There he met the man whose
voice and picture he had rec-
ognized — Le Van Ri, a former
assistant platoon leader with
the 4th Battalion, 1st VC Regi-
ment.

Ri had rallied to the govern-
ment side only a few days be-
fore, after four years with the
Viet Cong. He became disen-
chanted because of the wide dis-
parity between what his lead-
ers told him about VC successes
and what he himself observed
to be true.

With the help of a Big Red
One psychological operations
team, Ri wrote an appeal for
others to join him, which was
made into a leaflet and dropped
into the area where his old unit
was known to be operating. Ri
also made the tapes Lam had
heard and even rode in the psy-
ops helicopter himself broad-
casting to Viet Cong troops on

_the ground.

As for Lam, he also linked
up with the psyops people, and
the entire process was repeat-
ed. Perhaps his appeal also will
be answered.

Psychological operations offi-
cers emphasize that the success
of their work is dependent on
the first men who come in con-
tact with ralliers. If they have
received good treatment and
have been speedily evacuated
to safe areas, sympathetic ‘“Hoi
Chanhs’” can make the fight-
ing man’s job easier. As Cap-
tain Jose Barbosa, 2nd Brigade
civil affairs officer, aptly stat-
ed, “It’s a lot easier for us to
feed and train them than it is
to fight them.”

CU CHI (USA)—Are you sure
that the water you drink is
potable? How about the water
tanks — are they clean? The
job of the 20th Preventive Medi-
cine Detachment is to know the
answer to these questions and
many more.

This tiny unit, based at Cu
Chi with a subsection at Tay
Ninh, is responsible for advis-
ing the 25th Infantry Division
on matters of sanitation, pest
control, and water purifica-
tion.

As part of its duties, the de-
tachment collects mosquitos!
Unimportant as it sounds, this
job is vital to the health of
Tropic Lightning soldiers.

“In this area there are 53 dif-
ferent types of mosquitos,” ex-
plained Sergeant Edwin H. Wil-
son. “Some attack at night,
some bite during the day, but
all of them are potential dis-
ease carriers,” he said.

“Everyone knows that the fe-
male anopheles mosquito is a
carrier of malaria, but mos-
quitos can also carry dengue,
philariasis, yellow fever, en-
cephalitis, falciparium and
vivax,” said Sergeant Wilson.
“It is our job to collect mos-
quitos and send them to our
headquarters at Bien Hoa for
study.”

To accomplish this mission
the unit employs a variety of
traps. Perhaps the most effec-
tive and interesting of these is
the “New Jersey Mosquito
Trap.” This aluminum trap em-
ploys a light bulb to attract
mosquitos after dark and a
small fan which then forces the
insects into a jar filled with
sodium chloride to kill them.

Not confined to collecting:

mosquitos the unit also sets and
tends rat traps and acts as co-
ordinators for field-study teams.

These teams, from such or-
ganizations as the SEATO la-
boratory in Saigon, and the
Walter Reed Army Institute of
Research, come to the Cu Chi
area to collect bats, inoculate
cattle, check the amount of
chiggers (another potential dis-
ease carrier) in cerfain loca-
tions, and conduct various
other tests.

Falls From Chopper;
Training Saves Life

CU CHI (USA) — Airborne
training and instantaneous re-
action were responsible for sav-
ing the life of Sergeant Frank-
lyn S. Weisgerber when he fell
out of a helicopter 50 feet in
the air.

The 2nd Battalion, 14th Infan-
try, was making an air assault
five miles east of the 25th In-
fantry Division’s base camp at
Cu Chi when Sergeant Weisger-
ber turned in his seat to face
out and his foot slipped on the
wet helicopter floor causing him
to slide out.

“As I slid out, my head hit
the machine gun barrel,”” he re-
called. “I was speechless. All
I could think of was: ‘This can’t
be real.’” When I looked up, I
could see everyone smiling at
me.”’

“As soon as I hit the ground
I did a PLF,” said the ser-
geant. (The PLF — parachute

landing fall—is used to prevent
injury by rolling on five points
of the body in rapid succession
to cushion the fall.)

“My steel pot was lost on the
way down, but I still had my
weapon in my hands. In fact,
the butt of my M-16 hit the
ground so hard that the bolt
went back and chambered a
round,” added the sergeant.

When he hit the ground, he
bounced four or five times
which knocked the wind out of
him.

When the rest of the com-
pany landed, some of the men
of his platoon, accustomed to
manifold antics from their pla-
toon sergeant, rushed over and
asked him why he had jumped.

Without comment — after he
had caught his breath — Ser-
geant Weisgerber stood up, ad-
dressed the platoon and said:
“Let’s move out!” . SH

\, Preventive Med.
¥ Checks Disease

Captain Norman Heryford,
detachment commander, ex-
plained: “Some of our other
duties include making recom-
mendations to the division sur-
geon in a technical advisory
capacity.

“We also coordinate with
Pacific Architects and Engi-
neers,” Captain Heryford add-
ed, “who provide the workers
and equipment for such jobs as
spraying insecticides.”

Several times a week the wa-
ter points in the 25th Division
base camps are checked for
potability. The fate of entire
units may hinge on the cleanli-
ness of water so a careful
watch is kept on the wells.

To test the water supply and
swimming pools, a two-man
team goes out with a chlorine
testing kit and small bottles.
At each site the water is tested
to insure that there are between
five and 10 parts chlorine per
million present. At the same
time that this on-the-spot test is
performed, a sample of the wa-
ter is collected for laboratory
testing. Through the constant
vigilance of this detachment,
the health of the 25th Division
soldiers is assured.

Marines
Don't Quit

LZ STUD (USMC) — A Ma-
rine company’s stubborn refusal
to quit when under heavy ene-
my mortar fire, resulted in the
capture of a huge enemy bunk-
er complex.

Company G, 2nd Battalion,
Fourth Marine Regiment, cap-
tured 300 pounds of new medi-
eal supplies, seventeen 122mm
rockets, several boxes of un-
opened mortar shells and nu-
merous North Vietnamese
Army (NVA) automatic weap-
ons.

Gunnery Sergeant Jerry A.
Castor, company gunnery Sser-
geant, said his unit was as-
signed the mission of finding
the enemy bunkers and that is
exactly what they did.

“We kicked off the sweep
from our positions in the morn-
ing and searched the area, but
couldn’t find anything. Then,
all of a sudden mortar rounds
started impacting all around.
We kept right on moving
through the barrage. Finally
the mortars stopped, but then
we came under small arms
fire,” said Sergeant Castor.

He explained it became ap-
parent the NVA were trying to
keep the Marines away from
something.

“We continued sweeping the
area and sure enough, we found
the bunkers. It looked like the
North Vietnamese hadn’t had
time to take anything. The
bunkers were filled with rock-
ets, 82mm mortar shells, 60mm
mortar rounds, automatic weap-
ons and the cache of medical
supplies,” the sergeant com
tinued.

“The rifles were still packed
and all the medical supplies
were brand-new,” he said.

The medical supplies consist-
ed of operating instruments,
penicillin, bandages and pajd-
mas for patients.

The medical supplies, rockets
and mortar rounds were
stroyed in place while the ené
my documents uncovered were
forwarded to higher headquar
fers Lo Sansd noahina:
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Marines scramble up an embankment to continue their advance on the Viet Cong

Pen Depicts Combat

DA NANG (USMC) — What
combat scenes does a man’s
eye retain? Orders are yelled;
artillery booms; jets strafe and
bomb; men cry in pain; bul-
lets fly overhead or plough into
nearby earth.

Combat is anything but a
smooth sequence of events.

Yet, to a trained eye, there
can be a tidiness.

Marine Major Albert ‘Mike’
Leahy, a combat artist, trav-
eled from his Combat Informa-
tion Bureau Studio in Da Nang
to the Cam Le bridge where
U.S. Marines and  soldiers of
the Army of the Republic of
Vietnam were engaged with
enemy units threatening neigh-
boring villagers and a possible
infiltration into the city of Da

ang.

Higs four sketches averaged
20-minutes of work each, done
I\:felth an ordinary felt-tipped

n.

1

—

The scenes depicted show Ma-
rines in the vicinity of the Cam
Le bridge during some of the
bitter fighting. At one point, the
major dove for cover with the
other Marines about him, as

enemy automatic weapons
raked the right bank of the
river.

The major was an instructor
at the Famous Artists School
in Westport, Conn., before vol-
unteering for active duty with
the Marines. This is his second
Combat Art tour in Vietnam.

Some of his work was recent-
ly exhibited in the Armed
Forpes Exhibition at the Smith-
sonian Institution and was wide-
ly reproduced in publications
throughout the United States.

Story By
GySgt. Tom Bartlett
Sketches By
Maij. Albert Leahy

A skimmer boat, loaded with Marines, patrols for VC.

Leathernecks take cover and exchange lead after taking enemy fire as they advanced in ieeps.
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Green Beret Advisors Have

'Hands Full’ at Chi Linh

CHI LINH (USA) —
U.S. Armmy Special Forces
advisors are twice as busy

at Chi Linh—but all for a

worthwhile cause.

Advisors to the Civilian
Irregular Defense Group
(CIDG), at Chi Linh, the
CGreen Beret soldiers are
presently serving as both
military and construction
advisors in order to com-
plete a school, hospital and
housing area for the CIDG
and their families.

Chi Linh is unique be-
cause it is one of the few

Work begins on o

gy o

ne. 6f lhe

CIDG camps where the de-
pendents reside within _the
camp’s perimeter. First
Lieutenant William Brad-
ley, team leader, is all fpr
having the dependents in
the camp because it has im-
proved relations between
the Vietnamese and the ad-
visors, but more important
it has greatly increased the
morale and efficiency of the
CIDG soldier.

Lieutenant Bradley has
been working very closely
with Lieutenant Nhut, the
Vietnamese camp com-
mander—one of the highest
decorated Vietnamese Spe-

e “

--l:.mi.idilr-\gs for the camé's families. Members of the CIDG bre

cial Forces officers — in
strengthening the camp’s
fortifications. New concrete
is being added to the bunk-
ers and perimeter walls to
preserve and strengthen the
existing sandbags and
bunkers. :

The development of Chi
Linh has come a long way
since its “face-lifting” be-
gan. According to one of
the advisors, the project
will be completed very
shortly.

Story & Photos
By
SP4 Jerry Kringel

.v‘:,,_ :'o-?‘° ; iy

5T

ak .d;;vn rations brought into the camp b

~

an Air Force Caribou.
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Beat The Deadline With Your Ballo

WASHINGTON (AFPS)—Arm-
ed Forces personnel voting by
absentee ballot in the 1968 gen-
eral election risk having their
vote not counted if their ballot
misses the receipt of ballot
deadline even by a few minutes.

Most states require that voted
absentee ballots reach election
officials by Election Day, Nov.
5. There are, however, some
states with earlier or later dead-
lines.

In addition, there is a wide
variation in time among the
states as to when ballots are
sent to absentee voters and the
earliest date on which voted

-ballots may be returned.

Detailed information concern-

‘ing absentee voting may be

found in the pamphlet “Voting
Information 1968 (DoD GEN-
68).

Absolute deadlines for the re-
ceipt of voted absentee ballots
in the various states and ter-
ritories are:

ALABAMA

Nov. 5
ALASKA

Postmarked no later than

Nov. 5
ARIZONA

Nov. 5 6 p.m.

ARKANSAS

Nov. 5 7:30 p.m.
CALIFORNIA

Nov. 4 5 p.m.
COLORADO

Nov. 5 5 p.m.
CONNECTICUT

Nov. 5 6 p.m,
DELAWARE

Nov. 5 12 noon
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Nov. 5 8 p.m.
FLORIDA

Nov. 4 5 p.m.
GEORGIA

Nov. 5 Close of polls
HAWAII

Nov. 11* 12 noon
IDAHO

Nov. 5 Close of polls
ILLINOIS

Nov. 5
INDIANA

Nov. 4 . 6 p.m.
IOWA

In time 'to reach designated

official for delivery to election
officers before Election Day
KANSAS

Nov. 4 12 noon
KENTUCKY

Nov. 5 Close of polls
LOUISIANA

Must reach issuing official in
sufficient time for delivery to

Flaming Boots Aid

(Continued From Page 1)
fighting was hot and heavy.

“Within about 30 seconds af-
ter our initial burst we started
receiving heavy automatic
weapons fire and also very
heavy RPG fire . . . the RPGs
were coming in at the rate of
six to 10 every minute,” Ser-
geant Lambers said.

The Tropic Lightning soldiers
responded quickly to the enemy
assault and returned a wither-
ing volume of fire. At one stage
of the battle it seemed as if they
would overrun the tiny perime-
ter, but they were repulsed.

“There were two rows of Viet
Cong approximatley 30 meters
apart. We could see them com-
Ing at us in a horseshoe forma-
tion that covered three fourths
of our perimeter,” recalled
Private First Class Roger P.
{lost, a radio-telephone opera-
or.

During the enemy assaults a
machine gun position was hit
Wwith a hand grenade wounding

Infantrymen . . .

the patrol leader and Sergeant
Lambers assumed command,

Hearing the helicopter gun-
ships circling overhead but not
firing, Sergeant Lambers was
puzzled. Locating a radio, he
learned that the infantrymen
had to mark their positions be-
fore the gunships could safely
engage the enemy.

The task of marking the
friendly position was given to
Specialist 4 Kenneth M. Cobb.

“The only way we had to
mark our location was with
fire,” he said. “But it was a
little bit hard running around
looking for fire wood. We
burned everything we had, our
clothes, boots, everything.”

During the battle, gunships,
artillery and an AC-47 Dragon-
ship assisted the besieged infan-
trymen.

The Wolfhounds also captured
18 AK-50s, three AK-47s, five
light machine guns, two RPG
launchers, and 11 drums of
ammunition.

Courageous VNAF

(Continued From Page 1)
get near the Demilitarized Zone.
Captain Du got back at the
énemy with a vengeance as
ground observers credited the
flight with the destruction of
more than 100 enemy troops.

But the enemy still was not
through with the captain.

A short time later, flying
¢over for friendly ground troops
Just west of Hue, he was
Owned again, Despite taking
Several hits, the captain con-
tinued making firing passes and
destrqud two anti-aircraft
8uns. His smoking aircraft con-
tinued to Joge power and he
€aded out to sea and bailed
out from 300 feet. An Ameri-
€an destroyer in the area dis-

Datched frogmen who picked up

P—_.Voung pilot.

His thit:d brush with death
came while flying a mission
zfgalnst enemy positions south
0. Can .Tho in the Mekong _

Pilot . . .

Delta. Flying out of Binh Thuy

_air base, the courageous pilot

made several low level runs
lt)hrough intense enemy fire until
it.

Hits in the left wing caused
ordnance to explode and set fire
to the aircraft’s structure. Al-
though he maintained control
of the plane, smoke and oil
from the engine covered his
canopy. Captain Du’s Skyraid-
er crashed in a rice paddy and
exploded. Miraculously, he was
only slightly injured.

The Viet Cong have tried to
end the daring pilot’s career.
Several times he. has safely
landed his battle damaged air-
craft affer missions against
hostile positions.

“Anytime Viet Cong are to be
found, I'll attack,” the captain
stated. He added that he could
not leave his chosen -career
with any peace of mind while
there were still enemy troops

. roaming the  country.

Election Commissioners on Elec-
tion Day (See page two — THE
OBSERVER)
MAINE

Nov. 5 3 p.m.
MARYLAND

Nov. 5 Close of polls
MASSACHUSETTS

Nov. 5 Close of polls
MICHIGAN

Nov. 5 Close of polls
MINNESOTA

Nov. 5 - Close of polls
MISSISSIPPI

Nov. 5
MISSOURI

Nov., 6%* 6 p.m.
MONTANA

Nov. 5 Close of polls
NEBRASKA

Nov. 7* 10 a.m.
NEVADA

Nov. 5 Close of polls
NEW HAMPSHIRE

In time for transmittal to
Election officials before polls
close on Election Day.

NEW JERSEY

Nov. 5 Close of polls

(See page four — THE OB-
SERVER)
NEW MEXICO

Nov. 4 12 noon
NEW YORK

Nov. 4 12 noon
NORTH CAROLINA

Nov. 2 12 noon
NORTH DAKOTA

Nov. 12##
OHIO

Nov. 5 12 noon
OKLAHOMA

Nov. 1 5 p.m.
OREGON

Nov. 5 Close of polls
PENNSYLVANIA

Nov. 15** 10 a.m.
RHODE ISLAND

Nov. 5 9 p.m.
SOUTH CAROLINA

Nov. 5 Close of polls
SOUTH DAKOTA

Nov. 5 "Close of polls
TENNESSEE

Nov. 5 10 a.m.
TEXAS

Nov. 5 1 p.m.
UTAH

Nov. 5 Close of polls

VERMONT

Nov. 5 Close of polls
VIRGINIA

Nov. H¥=#
WASHINGTON
- Nov. 20%*
WEST VIRGINIA

Nov. 5 Close of polls
WISCONSIN :

Nov, H##ss Close of polls
WYOMING

Nov. 5 Opening of polls
GUAM

Before Election Day
PUERTO RICO

Close of polls

Before Election Day
VIRGIN ISLANDS

Nov. 5 Close of polls

* Reply envelope must be

postmarked no later than Nov. 4.

** Must be postmarked no
later than Nov. 5.

*** Voted ballot must be
returned by registered or certi-
fied mail.

¥ Sworn, certified state-
ments of date of birth and that
voter had not returned another
ballot must accompany voted
ballot.

Vietnamese Officers

Teaching

FORT BELVOIR (ANF) —
Vietnamese officers teaching
Vietnamese enlisted men is not
unusual in Vietnam, but it is at
an Army Training Center in the
United States.

It began when 10 Vietnamese
engineer officers came to the
U.S. Army Engineer School in
September 1967. These officers
first went through the Engineer
Equipment Repair Course, then
translated all the texts, manu-
als and training aids, by hand,
into Vietnamese so that they
could in turn instruct Republic
of Vietham Army (ARVN) en-
listed men.

Four classes have graduated
since the program started and
another is nearly through its
eight-week cycle. There are
about 25 students in each class.

Approximately 300 enlisted

Need More Mail?

Would you like to have at least
one, maybe two or three cor-
respondents to keep you in-

formed on what is going on in’

the “Land of the Big PX" and
to keep your morale up while
“humping the boonies?’’ Then
you’d better check out the fol-
lowing:
OPERATION WRITE

P.0. Box 16221

San Diego, Calif. 92116

In States

men are expected to complete
the course before the conclu-
sion of the program in June
1969.

All of these enlisted men
from private to master ser-
geant, return to Vietnam to
serve as cadre at the ARVN
Engineer School and to instruct
at field engineer units.

Students receive instruction
on welding techniques, hydrau-
lic systems and internal com-
bustion engines, enabling them
to perform second echelon
maintenance on engineer equip-
ment.

Classroom instruction is held
to a minimum, and emphasis
is placed on shop work. Stu-
dents are taught with training
aids and the actual equipment.
Students are given a broad
background ‘on maintenance
and repair of engineer equip-
ment so that they can teach
and specialize when they re-
turn to Vietnam.

Although class schedules are
full, students are given the op-
portunity to visit Washington,
D.C., at least once during their
stay in the United States.

The long-range benefits of
this “first of its kind program’
may not be realized for some
time to come, but the ARVN
now has increased capabilities
with skilled, technically ori-
ented maintenance personnel,

GRAFITTO—SFC James Fenling, 173rd Airborne Brigade takes a break.

. (USA PHOTO By: PFC Paul Sheehan)
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[Beetle Bailey By Mort Walker|

WQ} THE PICTURES AT TIMES LIKE o RUN AROUND THE BLOCK,
: IN THESE THIS THE CHAPLAIN D ol & TAKE A COLD SHOWER,
HOME MAGAZINES | |ALWAYS HAS G T AND TRY TO FORGET
7 M i sce ABOUT APPLE

i Y PIE

i < X 2

.ﬁ _ B0 PELAS
=t oo E i
5 e ;

t
i
i

JUST WAIT TILL THEY
SEE MY MIND

ey JUST DON'T

? FORGET THAT

EXERCISING TILL You

I CAN REMEMBER
WHEN THAT FLAG ON
YOUR CHEST WAS WAVY

I GUESS
I HAVE PUT
ON A LITTLE -

a8

i

SINCE T FIRST }
JOINED UP :
' i
s

i

i

| |1

IPeanuts By Charles M. Schulz|

YouRe DID 40U SEE LILA? PaTEEs
DI 400 RN OPF 20 APty
Pl c3; T THOUGHT Y00 DION'T
LILA...WHERE DID 400 607 DID_ | |
k 40U SEE LILAZ (WHO IS LILAZ! c
THE PMZ |S NOT 7THE MASON PIXON e/ P
LINE... SO SJOP CALLING THE SOUTH @5 o
il
VIETNAMESE JORNNY HEBS ¥ o |
) EEAEE BOANG
N TIEME[RIR[0R]S) IF I DON'T FIND JUST WHAT I NEED, ABLANKET-
g oaEe A SWE AW ClolE Ml OUT WHOLLILA IS, CARRYING "SHERLOCK HOLNES !
1.Fondle S b NIolT] EEE0 I'lL 60 CRAZY! oy
4-Dim 6-Pronoun &3 E[S|P] 2 j
9-Aeriform fluid 7-At no time ﬁuﬁ
12-Ventilate 8-Allowance for NIE|
13-Change waste aa
14-Greek [etter 9. tio
15-Laud s::::slell;s A]Y]
17-Excusable 10-Exclamation V|E]
19-Suffix: 11-The sun E|S]
adherent of *16-Doctrine R
20-Part of flower - 18.Mother-of.pearl i
21-Serene 20-Place A
23-Possessive 21-Cool 29-Re\rergnce 43-Horse's neck
pronoun 22.Girl's name 31-The pineapple h_alrl
grcd's 23-Worthless gg:g::l;c T iﬁifi':.i'o?’{n'i'm
2 fliciname leaving 36-Seed container (init.)
7-Pronoun 25.Chemical dye  37-Ceremony 46-Negative
28-Skill 26-Vegetable 39-Hostelry 47-Regret
29-Malicious 28-Collection of 40-Obese ; 48-Piece out
burning ~ facts 42-Lubricates 51-Parent (colloq.)
. 30-Prefix: not :
o 31-Emmet IEEl2sls %4 5016 [7 |8 9 [0 i1
- 32:Be in debt
. 33-Spanish for 12 13 4
34-Climbing pl 5 16 17 18
6 Propes Satore
3?—§p'ani§'h for 19 20
38.Girl’
30 'G; m&ﬁm 21 [22 23 24 25 [26
Al Net for the male 127 | % 28 29 :
43-Small rug -
44-Country of Asia {30 3 32 3
* P e 35 36 37
1 i ‘ "
ggﬁum’?"?m %% [t/ wou coT A vsep pos,
-Diving bird 38 39 40 e 2
53. lend CHARLIE BROWN !
lﬁ::& slender I o o
mml" 44 |45 46 47 [48
DOWN a9 50 57 52
1 1-Soft food 53 54 55
2-Goddess of i ]
4 . healing Distr. by United Feature Syndicate, Inc. 27
; , Flex Your
- .
, Constitutional
Muscles. . .
VOTE!

(PHOTO COURTESY OF PETER GOWLAND!







BINH LONG (ARVN)
—What is believed to be
the largest enemy cache of
ammunition of the war was
uncovered and seized last
week by Republic of Viet-
nam Army troopers.

An official ARVN com-
munique reported that sol-
diers of the 81st Vietnam-
ese Special Forces Battal-
ion, searching an area some
75 miles north of the na-
tion’s capital uncovered 40
to 50 tons of ammunition
and weapons which had
been hidden in 10 separate
storage areas.

The seizure included 306 B47
and 2,436 B40 rockets, 236 anti-
tank grenades, 433 cases of AK47
rounds, 1,128 rounds for 60mm
mortars, 573 rounds for 82mm

mortars, 31 cases of mines and
a ton of TNT.

The cache was eight miles
northeast of the village of Quan
Loi, 10 miles from Binh Long,
near the Phuoc Long province
border. Just two days earlier
in the same area, Vietnamese
Special Forces elements un-
covered 10 large ammo caches.

It took three days to airlift
the latest massive catch from
the area. The ARVN’s record
seizure was near the area where
a hoard of 200 tons of rice was
recently uncovered by soldiers
of the U.S. 1st Infantry Division.

Self-giving
Marine Sgt
Wins MOH

WASHINGTON (USMC)—Ma-
rine Sergeant Walter K. Single-
ton, who was killed in Vietnam
when he single-handedly de-
stroyed a fortified enemy posi-
tion, has been awarded the
Medal of Honor.

His parents, Mr. and Mrs.
George P. Singleton of Mem-
phis, Tenn., were presented the
Nation’s highest decoration by
Secretary of the Navy Paul R.
Ignatius in ceremonies at the
Capitol’s Marine Barracks.

_ Sergeant Singleton died dur-
ing fighting in Quang Tri prov-
ince March 24 last year.

As his unit, Company A, 1st
Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Ma-
rine Division, neared the edge
of a village they were hit by
enemy rifle, machine gun and
mortar fire,

The sergeant, who was the
company supply sergeant with

e reserve platoon, heard a
call for -help to evacuate the
wounded.

“He ran from the rear of the
company to the front of the
lead platoon,” said Sergeant
Earle D. Johnson, who was in
the midst of the fighting.

. Moving into the enemy’s kill-
Ing zone, Sergeant Singleton
made numerous trips carrying
wounded Marines across open
ground to a safe area. :
.As he was moving the casual-
ties he noticed that a large part
of the enemy’s fire was coming
from a hedgerow.

“Sergeant Singleton picked up
4 machine gun and charged for-
ward, firing -as he ran,” said
Sergeant Johnson. “He forced
IS way through the hedgerow
and jumped right in the mid-

€ of a North Vietnamese

Army squad, killing at least
€ight of them before he was
mortally wounded.”

“ARVN Troopers Hit Jckpot Cache

FIRST IN VIETNAM
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CAMP EAGLE (USA)—Para-
troopers of the 101st Airborne

82 Temee

MAMMOTH CACHE—A man-made mountain of boxes containing dynumile,‘dozens of

cases of B-40 rockets, and hundreds of cases of AK-47 ammo, has disappeared from the
VC/NVA supply lines. The big dent was made by the ARVN 81st Special Forces Battalion.

(ARVN PHOTOS)

Use Infantry Skills

Engineers Repulse NVA Thrust

DAK SEANG (USA)—A platoon
of engineers used their infantry
skills to beat back two enemy
battalions which attacked an
isolated Special Forces camp
near here.

The engineers were repairing
the camp’s airfield when the
enemy launched an intense
mortar and rocket barrage from
the surrounding hills. After the
barrage had continued for about
an hour, 2 human wave assaul
followed with the enemy hurling
bamboo bangalore torp:edoes
which blew gapping holes in the
barbed wire defenses.

Engineers from Company B,
299th Engineer Battalion, 937th
Group, 18th Brigade, opened up
with a hail of fire that prevented
the NVA soldiers from penetrat-
ing the camp’s perimeter.
Thirty-five enemy dead were

piled on the wire after the at-
tack was repulsed.

The same day the engineers
were hit by another mortar and
rocket attack and yet another
shelling the next morning. They
reported no one seriously injured
during the frontal assault or the

three rocket and mortar attacks.

First Lieutenant James Fine-
ley, platoon leader from Com-
pany B, said, ‘“Most of the men
are old timers and were at
Kontum during the Tet offensive,
so they are pretty well sea-
soned.”

Division’s 3rd Brigade recently
killed 103 enemy and captured
23 suspects, while paratroopers
of the 3rd Brigade, 82nd Air-
borne Division, under operation-
al control of the 101st, killed
130 more in two weeks of heavy
fighting.

The enemy kills credited to
the 82nd’s 1st Battalion, 508th
Airborne Infantry raised the 15-
week toll of Operation Nevada
Eagle to 1,658 enemy killed in
northern I Corps near Hue.

Engaging an enemy platoon
occupying fortified positions 19
miles south of Hue, 82nd para-
troopers pinned them down
with small arms fire, then fixed
their bayonets and assaulted the
NVA bunker complex.

The enemy platoon broke con-
tact and fled, leaving 14 bodies
behind.

The troopers also detained
one suspect, who later led the
troopers to a cache which in-

cluded 107 rounds of 82mm mor-
tars and 1,200 NVA uniforms.

During their second day in
the same area, the 82nd troop-
ers engaged another enemy pla-
toon entrenched in bunkers.
They assaulted and drove the
enemy from their positions. A
sweep of the area yielded 12
enemy bodies and 13 individual
and crew-served weapons.

Other units from the 1st Bat-
talion, 508th Airborne Infantry
killed four NVA soldiers and
found a large weapons cache
containing 176 individual and
crew-served weapons, a radio,
two heavy machine guns, 10
122mm rockets and miscellane-.
ous small arms and mortar
ammunition.

On the third day of the re-
connaissance-in-force  mission,
the 82nd paratroopers engaged
an estimated reinforced enemy
company, 16 miles south of Hue.
Tactical air strikes and friend-
ly artillery fire were called in
on the enemy positions.

At dusk, the supporting fires
were lifted while the airborne

(Continued On Back Page)

They Call Him ‘Wrong-way’ Riaz

CAMP EAGLE (USA) — A
funny thing happened to Spe-
cialist 4 Ismael Riaz on the way
to the bunker.

Specialist Riaz and his bud-
dies in Battery C, 6th Battalion,
16th Artillery, were sleeping
around their guns at a mountain
outpost manned by troops of the
101st and 82nd Airborne.

At 2 a.m. the jarring sound of
“‘incoming” sent gun crews

scrambling for cover along the
ridge.

Specialist” Riaz and the men
on Gun No. 1 dropped onto a
parapet that bordered the south
slope. Three rocket-propelled
grenades from the enemy ad-
vancing up that slope impacted
on Gun 1, disabling its mechan-
ism. This was too close for the
huddled gun crew and in the
confusion they began to fall

back to a bunker.

“] was kind of dazed,” the
specialist said. ‘It was hard to
see in the smoke and my ears
were ringing. That’s when I
must have made the wrong
turn out of the ditch and stum-
bled down the slope.”

Three more rounds came in
on the gun, but the men had
pulled back to the bunker —

(Continued On Back Page)
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