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FSB Buell
Defenders

HaltEnemy

TAY NINH (USA) — Infantry-
men and cannoneers at the 25th
Infantry Division’s Fire Support
Base Buell, recently killed 76
enemy as they beat back a force
of VC and NVA estimated to be
more than a battalion.

The successful defense was
the second in three days. Not a
single American life was lost
during the encounter.

“We had received intelligence
reports indicating they would be
coming at us again,” said Cap-
tain Donald Haramoto, the 3rd
Battalion, 22nd Infantry, intel-
ligence officer. *“I alerted all the
officers during our regular
nightly meeting, and we all be-
gan to make preparations.”

“Artillery and mortars were
my main concern,” said First
Lieutenant James Carper, artil-
lery liaison officer. ‘I took a
gamble that they would try the
same basic plan they used the
other night. I conferred with our
Bravo and Charlie Company
mortar platoons, with the mor-
tar platoon from the 2nd Bat-
talion, 27th Infantry and with
Charlie Battery of the 2nd Bat-
talion, 13th Artillery. We set up
pre-planned defenses to cover

¢tnemy approaches and escape °

routes. We also conferred with
the 105 batteries at Fire Sup-
port Base Rawlins and Tay
Ninh,

“We checked to make sure
that our positions were re-forti-
fied and that weapons were
placed where they could inflict
the most damage,” said Ser-
geant Roland Broussard, © a
Bravo Company platoon ser-

geant. “The .50 caliber and M-60
machine guns were placed along
(Continued on Back Page)

Surface Mail Days

GUIDING HAND—Second and third lifts of a multi-battalion air assault move tﬁwur
staging area as a soldier from the 9th Division’s 3rd Bri
zone. The units moved through Dinh Tuong Province,
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d a
gade shows the proper landing
clearing rocket sites.

Aircraft, Artillery Join Fight

Air, Ground Units Rout NVA

SAIGON (MACV) — U.S. In-
fantrymen killed 147 North Viet-
namese soldiers recently in
action 28 miles northwest of
Saigon. ;

An official military communi-
que said that soldiers of the 3rd
Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,
and the 3rd Brigade of the 101st
Airborne Divisien (Airmobile)
made contact with the enemy at
8:50 a.m. and that contact was
lost at 7:30 p.m. after the ene-
my withdrew.

Contact was regained shortly
after midnight, the official com-
munique said, and fighting con-
tinued until 4:30 a.m. when the
enemy evaded the area.

U.S. Army helicopter gunships
and artillery and U.S. Air Force
tactical aircraft from the 3rd
and 35th Tactical Fighter Wings
supported the troopers in con-
tact. U.S. casualties were §

killed and 13 wounded in the
engagement.

In other recent action, an of-
ficial MACV source said, Ma-
rines from the 1st Marine Divi-
sion killed 76 enemy in iwo ac-
tions in Quang Nam Province.

A division recon team directed
artillery fire onto a. group of 75
enemy soldiers nine miles east-
northeast of An Hoa and killed
46. The Marines sustained no
casualties,

During anether recent engage-
ment four miles east-northeast
of the Thuong Duc Civilian Ir-
regular Defense Group (CIDG)
Camp, tactical air strikes were
credited with killing 30 enemy
while supporting Marines from
the 5th Regiment in contact
with an estimated enemy pla-
toon. Marine casualties were 12
wounded and no fatalities.

R S e LT

Slay 135 NVA

R L o

SAIGON (MACV) — Al-
lied defenders of Ka Tum
Civilian Irregular Defense
Group (CIDG) camp killed
135 North Vietnamese
Army soldiers recently as
they repulsed wave after
wave of attacks., An esti-
mated 600 NVA swarmed
out of the jungles before
dawn to lay a two-hour
siege on the small camp
near the Cambodian bord-

er.

When the Communists
withdrew, they left bodies
strewn outside the camp,
killed before they could
breach the defense peri-
meter,

The Allies, 400 South
Vietnamese and 12 Ameri-
can advisors, took light
casualties.

Enemy gunners launched the
attack on the camp, 65 miles
northwest of Saigon and five
miles from the Cambodian bor-
der, by slamming some 300
rounds of mixed 60mm mortar,
82mm mortar and 75mm recoil-
less rifle fire into the bunkered
outpost.

Then North Vietnamese reg-
ulars charged. The defenders
beat back the first assault, then
artillery and tactical air strikes
were called in as the attacks
continued,

At 6 a.m., the Communists
withdrew into the dense jungle,
but not before the defenders
seized eight detainees.

Sweeping the ‘battleground
after daybreak, the CIDG troops
found among the enemy bodies
four flame throwers, apparently
unused.

The NVA also left behind
arms, ammo and more than a
ton of TNT.

Love Frees
24 POWs

SAIGON (USN) — Eight U.S.
Navy SEALS and a Vietnamese
force overran a Viet Cong pris-
oner of war camp recently and
released 24 prisoners.

A Vietnamese woman led the
combined force to the camp on
Con Coc Island, 77 miles south-
southwest of Saigon. Her hus-
band was one of the prisoners,

Two VC guards were de-
tained, along with a quantity of
enemy documents and Vietnam-
ese money,

The freed prisoners, some of
whom had been held captive
since the Tet offensive last Feb-
ruary;, were taken aboard U.S.
Navy river patrol boats

- (PBRs). The SEALS burned the

prison camp and an enemy tax
collection station.

The combined force was land-
ed on the island shortly before

(Continued on Back Page)

Sweep Was Sort Of A ‘Ho-Ho, Ho

DA NANG (USMC) — Nui Tia
Pong is almost as rugged as the
members of the Ninth Marine
Regiment’s 2nd Battalion who
recently clawed to reach its
peak.

Once the Marines gained the
top, they began a systematic
search of the area for North
Vietnamese soldiers and caches
of weapons, medical supplies
and ammunition.

The Marines found what they

were looking for. They killed
155 enemy soldiers,

They also found
else.

Carved into the bark of a large
tree was the phrase “Da Dao
Ho Chi Minh.”

None of the Marines could in-
terpret the Vietnamese words,
but as the Leathernecks con-
tinued to find tons of enemy
equipment, there seemed to be
an inner satisfaction in knowing
that they were depriving “Ho’s

something

boys” (as the Marines called the
enemy) of necessary equipment,
food and supplies.

The enemy soldiers had been
forced to carry heavy mortars
and rockets, by hand, to the top
of Nui Tia Pong, which rises
1,192 meters skyward.

“Da Dao Ho Chi Minh,” it
was learned, means, roughly,
“Down with Ho Chi: Minh.”’

One might call it sort of a
“ho-ho, Ho.”
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Editorial

Complaisance

WHAM! Everyone knows that a truck can do a lot
of damage when it goes out of control, but what about
the damage it can do even when it is under control?

WHAM! There’s Jones, high ballin’ it down the
road leavin’ everything behind him in a cloud of dust.
Did he stop to think what those houses along the road are
going to look like when that dust settles?

WHAM! Smitty just forced that old guy on the
motorbike off of the road. Did Smitty ever wonder who
owns the roads that he’s driving on?

WHAM! The captain was in a hurry, and his jeep
hit that puddle going full speed, splashing that girl’s
“Ao Dai” with mud. That was bad enough, but 25 other
Vietnamese were watching when he did it. Now, what
kind of girl is going to go for a guy like that?

YESSIR! When a vehicle goes out of its “courtesy
control” then we’ve just had a bad accident, an accident
which causes severe damage to our public relations.

“WHAM?” is Winning the Hearts And Minds of the
people you want to be on your side of the fence. How

many of these “courtesy accidents” does it take to nullify
the efforts of the last MEDCAP to a village? How many
careless acts will it take for one of the elders of the hamlet
to figure out that maybe GIs and what they stand for
isn’t so good after all.

Maybe the only contact these guys will ever have
with the Vietnamese will be driving down the road, and
if it is, they had better make it count FOR the United
States and not AGAINST our efforts to help Vietnam.

During World War II an Englishman joshingly said,
“There are only three things wrong with Americans.

They’re over-paid, they're over-sexed, and they’re over

here!” Now what kind of a guy will you be if you leave
that attitude behind for your replacement to contend
with?
Do everybody a favor, won’t you?
«BE NICE, GI'”

Just In Case

You Have
Not Heard

ke K
Save Time;

Mail In
Your Order

SAIGON — Need a couple of
items to complete your R & R
uniform? And you say you can’t
make the trip to Saigon to buy
them?

Well — you don’t have to go
to Saigon for items normally
found in a military clothing
store because a special mail or-
der service, designed for the
convenience of military person-
nel and other authorized per-
sons throughout Vietnam, en-
ables the United States Army
Headquarters Area Command’s
Clothing Sales Store located in
the Cofat compound to serve
customers who are in need of a
few items but are unable to
‘make the trip to Saigon.

The store stocks almost every
possible type of military apparel -
from decoration ribbons and
dress neckties to jungle fatigues
and boots. In the month of July,
more than $13 thousand worth
of clothing and equipment was
sold with only $500 coming in
from the mail order service.

The store handles customers
that include news correspond-
ents and authorized Department
of the Army civilians as well as
United States and Free World
Forces military personnel.

Payment in advance (checks
are to be made payable to the
Treasurer of the U.S.) is nec-
cessary. Price lists are avail-
able upon requests from: U.S.
Army Headquarters Area Com-
mand, Clothing Sales Store
Cofat Compound, APO 96243,
(USAHAC)

Modification of Retired Serviceman's

'Family Protection Plan

WASHINGTON — Flexibility
highlights the newly modified
Retired Serviceman’s Family
Protection Plan (RSFPP).

In order to provide greater
flexibility in planning individual
programs for the support of
survivors, the RSFPP has been
modified to meet present and
future needs without creating
any immediate hardships.

The basic concept of the
RSFPP program remains the
same. To provide an annuity
for his widow and children, a

serviceman agrees in advance
of retirement to receive a re-
duced amount of retirement
pay.

The service member does not
forfeit monthly retirement pay
equal to the monthly annuity he
wishes to set up for his sur-
vivors. The exact cost of provid-
ing an annuity under the re-
vised program is being comput-
ed. Tables stating the costs are
expected to be available in No-
vember.

Probably the most significant
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Announced

change in the revised plan is
that a retired person can now
request that the amount of mon-
ey he originally selected to be
taken from his pay be reduced,
subject to minimum limitations.
He also can cancel his decision
to participate in the program.
Previously canceling participa-
tion could be done only in the
case of severe financial hard-
ship.

Other important changes in-
clude the following:

(1) The initial decision to re-
ceive a reduced amount of re-
tired pay must be made before
completing 19, instead of 18,
years of service for pay pur-
poses.

(2) If the decision is not made
pefore 19 years of service, it
can be made later, but will be
effective only if the individual
does not retire within two years
after making the decision. This
supersedes a three-year waiting
period.

(3) A serviceman can decide
to increase, decrease or cancel
his participation, and the deci-
sion will be effective provided
he does not retire for at least
two years after making the re-
quest. The previous waiting pe-
riod was three years..

(4) The exact dollar amount
an individual can select for his
survivors to receive has been
broadened. Survivors can re-
ceive as much as one-half his
retirement pay or as little as
one-eighth, with a $25 mini-
mum. (ANF)

CHECK YOUR VISION HER

E—If you see spots u.nc.l. dots. before

your eyes don't sweat it, you still have 20/20 vision because

our lovely Miss Gale Olson
However, if you would like

is clad in a polka dotted bikini.
to get rid of the spots and dots,

the editor of your newspaper recommends that you consult

the August issue of Playboy.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF PLAYBOY)
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By 1LT David E. Boudreaux

Five years before the Pil-
grims were to land at Plymouth
Rock, the first permanent Chris-
tian mission was established in
Vietnam. The year was 1615
when five men from three na-
tions (Italy, Portugal and Ja-
pan) began their missionary
work. Their first year yielded
300 converts. .

From 1615 to the present
Christianity has had deep and
lasting influence on Vietnam.
The number of Christians in
Vietnam has grown from 300
that first year to nearly 2 mil-
lion Catholics (approximately 11
per cent of the population) and
over 150 thousand Protestants
(approximately 1 per cent of the
population) for a total of 12 per
cent of the population of South
Vietnam.

Influence of Christianity

It would be difficult to dis-
cuss the influence Christianity
had in South Vietnam without
mentioning the name of Father
Alexandre de Rhodes, a Jesuit
missionary during the 17th cen-
tury. When Father Rhodes ar-
rived in Vietnam, Vietnamese
was written exclusively in Chi-
nese characters.

Father de Rhodes used the
Roman  alphabet to write the
Vietnamese language. The first
book to be written in “Roman-
ized” Vietnamese was a catech-
ism. Latin was printed next to
the Vietnamese to aid the mis-
sionaries in learning Vietnam-
ese.

A Romanized alphabet not
only aided the spread of Chris-
tianity in Vietnam, but it also

simplified the exchange of
knowledge between KEast and
West. Consider for a moment
how much more difficult it
would be to learn to read Viet-
namese if one first had to learn
to read Chinese characters. It
was not until 1920, however,
that the Roman alphabet offi-
cially replaced Chinese charac-
ters.

Functions of the Missions

Education and social work
have always been important
aspects of missionary work. The
missions in Vietnam, regardless
of denomination, have been no
exceptions. Hospitals, schools,
orphanages, homes for the aged,
as well as leprosariums, have
been established throughout
Vietnam. The Catholic Church,
the oldest Christian denomina-
tion in Vietnam, illustrates this.
Its 12 dioceses support 1,046
primary schools, 188 secondary
schools and one university.
There are six Catholic hospit_als
in Vietnam, with nuns working

in 39 other hospitals. Six lep-

rosariums, 79 orphanages, 28
old folks homes and 205 dispen-
saries for outpatients are under
the administrative control of
the Catholic Church.
The Protestants

The Protestants, although late
in arriving, have been fast at
work. With over 345 Protestant
churches in Vietnam, these de-
dicated missionaries also have
contributed enormously in S0
cial and welfare areas. The Sev-
enth Day Adventist Hospital in
Saigon is but one example O
their outstanding work.

—

« .. (Vietnam) is

America’s support of an a

communist aggression and suppression.”
ADMIRAL THOMAS H.
Chief of Naval Operations

a war of prime example of
lly and of our firm reply to

MOORER
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USS TRIPOLI—Sus
supplies swings through th
load touches down, rhge pil

pended from the belly of a huge CH-46

30 t
(PHOTO BY PH3 DON MA;?JSC;;

Pilot Drops In’
- On Beret’ Fray

: TUY HOA (USAF) — 1 guess
I'm the luckiest guy in Vietnam
to_tlay,” commented Air Force
Lieutenant Julius J, Thurn.

A  136th Tactical Fighter
Squadron F-100 Supersabre pi-
lot, Lieutenant Thurn was
downed in a recent mission by
enemy ground fire and spent
three hours fighting alongside
an .Arn‘{y Special Forces unit

His aircraft was hit by ene:
my g_round fire while making a
s‘trafmg pass in support of Al-

lied ground forces who were

attacked by enemy tr i
heARras }(;lescem:]in&g.nmIJS R
After he hit the gr i
flight leader, the ng-movlg;si‘ k::
Foptrql!er and several helicop-
ers circled overhead to thwart
en‘-(‘emy attempts to capture him

Charlie was only about 50
meters from where I landed.
the pl;ot continued, “I couid
hrisar him so I drew my revolv-
fl‘gnd._ took cover. The helicop-
Ht_e]ls tried to pluck me out but

ey had to turn back bec’aus
ometeﬁ”lse ground fire.” i

y this time, troo er
]53th Special Forces Gll)"ousp %ft g}g

uc Lap camp were slashing

face-to-face with i
the enemy in their way towar /
Ele IT Corps Tactical Zone l)](eal. Thurn, vard Lieutenant
uc Lap “After hiding in t
: : - ; all grass for
YT e : : about 15 m :
o 1_\1.;15 hit on my last pass,” one shout ‘T’%eg, IAhea{Fi some-
ieutenant said. ‘“Wh the lieut n American!’
fire indicator light = Ty wary leutenant - said. - “Being
my fligh ght went on and ry of a VC trick, I waited
ight leader confirmeq 1 Untl several GIs did show

themselves. Then T ran

them. As I ran, I co:&?&vagg:
the Army troops firing their
weapons and I could hear the
enemy -returning. the- fire as
they tried to close in on us
We finally made it to a parkeci
%ﬁip.”hGetting_ to the vehicle
l'uu{;tlf" the jungle was fairly

was on fire, I went i i
am‘c._II };:u(ll'lched outfl’E sl
ad never jumped before,’
lIl)e continued. “I aigqed Féﬁlfﬁe
ail;;:u{..ap Special Forces camp
.1' 3 3 L -
o P, but didn’t quite make
Lieutenant Ti
< wrn  later
learned that he was fortur?att(tetla
not to have come down on the

Force and Psyops Aid Program

Chieu Hoi Offer

CAMP EAGLE (USA) —

Eight months of s
] uccessful psy-
chological operations and hela]u?y
combat culminated last month
in northern I Corps as a record
number of 201 “Hoi Chanhs’
galhed to the government of
bgllzléh E;_etnam in the 101st Air-
orne Division’ e }
tions near Huef hE . ety
. Total Increases
According to division offici
0] icials
th.e figure represents an i;:
t:Iease, of 118 over the previous
?‘Drc]ith s total. This increase was
f(;1]:]-:‘ lited to a combination of of-
-Slve  aggressiveness by the
glrhprne infantrymen in con-
Hltc;tlr;g numerous cordons in the
. rea, plus the implementa-

tion of a highly suc

i cessful psy-
chological operations prngraprfl).

a Defeats Aid Appeal

"By defeating the enemy de-
czi.swlely in battle, the parat{ugg-
ers }}ave made the Chieu Hoi
program very appealing to the

" local Viet Cong and NVA sol-

diers left in the area.” sai
die ea,”’ said Ma-
]S?-i‘eacharles R. Kelly, tl?e
ce.r. ming Eagles’ psyops offi-
During a recent i
. combin
fo‘rce;s operation on the islaﬁg
p;ovmce of Vinh Loc, southeast
?heH‘L‘lE},p éi;'f ];Di Chanhs elected
e I rms” program
v.fh}le facing the conseqﬁences
of a full paratrooper assault
Three-S_tcp Approach

s

SILVER STAR

Dayis Rober

3 't J. SSG USA =
Dunhap, Terry SSG L[IJSqu &
Ralph W. LTC USA

Girdner,

Harris, Edward A .
! f: . SSG
Johnson, Earl H. SFC USAU’E"S/J?
Lindeman, Jon H. 1LT USA
Mf}?onado, Tluminado SFC ‘USA
McClure, William L /
ggg‘onek, Jan M. 1I_:T1%£AUSA
*/??1, Leland W, Jr. CPT USA

Clark, Charles W
Gil. ‘, d - ‘b.‘ . SSG USA
.-,-fﬂld’ Christian G. SFC USA

Jones, Lawrence E
ks = S
ll\{falla, James J. SFC Ugi [/IISA
Ramos, Jesse MAJ USA
wecorr,_ Charles K. 1LT USA
fﬁlts Jgnmie W. SSG USA
S, Benjamin L. CPT USA

BRONZE STAR MEDAL
n WITH “V” DEVICE
Be;aham, Edwin A. CPT USA
Bel ch, John D. 1LT USA
B Son, Norman D. CPT USA
peb Darrell E. MAJ USA
a’;’fl, Edward J. 1LT USA
Clarl?r’ Jerry W. SFC USA #/3
o Charles W. SSG USA i
z;&11'1rlam, Donald E. SGT USA

Prosperi, John A, SSG U

Remmes, Joseph L. SSGS%SA
Rickman, Jack R. MAJ USA
Sa*r}lluel, William E. CPT USA

Sa::!r}cllerson, Michael C. CPT USA

Sierminski, Robert C. PFC USA

ARMY COMM{ENDA- "
Andrysirszl()%;]r tMEBDAL

, Peter-

Hal_'j:, Elbert D. SSG SJS?AT e
Mejia, Ramon G. 1LT USA
"_Iabh. Robert D. CPT USA i
¥/ denotes oak leaf eclusters i

ker,
inter-locking, making th

ite = em very
hard to knock out “?ith one grl(i

ion, 60th Infantry, sealing the

Wins Returnees

The 101st Airborne PSyops ex-
perts use a three-step process
in appealing to the hard core
Viet Cong after every major

The group made it ba
the camp. There, Lieut(t:el:{la;ct.
Thurn learned that the base
was surrounded by an estimat-
ed two enemy battalions,
Lieutenant Joins Fight
“‘The first thing they did was
glve me an MIi6. The enemy
was throwing in artillery, heavy

airstrip, The camp was being

Chieu Hoi leaflets.” :

osa “%‘?1181}?1".1“5»‘ Major Kelly mortar and automatic ground

l’dﬂailaﬂ‘ Y are prmtgd in every fire at us,” he said "SogI tunk
guage spoken in Vietnam and @ bunker position .and helggd

battle explain that each VC

e ] : can be- them out as best I o5
First, we cover the local C?m.e cl'Hol Chanh without fear Lieutenant Thurn Sgg;llld.th
populations and suspected ene- of reprisal from allied or gov- hours on the ground beforere:

my areas with thousands

Gunships,

Gls Zap 48

; RACH KIEN (USA) — Fight-
ing thl'pugh thick mud and
?ﬁnse nipa palm, elements of
Bettglt.'h Infantry Division’s 2nd
attalion, 39th Infantry, joined
py gunships, killed 48 Viet Cong
in ;wo days of fighting recentlﬁ
Action started when gunships
rlﬂ'om Troop A, 3rd S(‘;'u:;\c]i'ltt)lr)ll3
17th Cavalry, spotted two Vd
running along a nipa palm tree-
line with their weapons Bo(h
of them were killed, :
Companies C and E
battalion were inserted Oerllot:l]g?
the Ben Ba River. Three VC
were seen running from a hut
r?‘nd were chased into the trees
51}01‘}(}3 the infantrymen were hii
fii‘e. eavy automatic weapons
Captain Joseph Hudson, Com-

pany E commander, and Firs
1 3 irs
L‘l eutenant Robert WalkelF
\i}a‘gltiﬁ through thick mud to-
ard the enemy bu % ie
tenant Walkgr Y
enough to throw a grenade i
one bunker, k-iIlingbfour chnto

inched near

According to Lieutenan
ording t Wal-
The bunkers were glI

ade.”
Within a few minutes, ele-

ments of Companies A

s and
of the 39th Infantry moved tg
complete the circular trap with

company of the 2nd Battal-

ver to the west.

of

sic'ie wrappers if the box
tainer. If wrapping is nee
to that used for grocery bags

com?lele name of the uddress;ae
Don’t forget the required customs

cr?vment forces.”
ext, many of the new i
Chanhs are asked to V.e'olunl:lgeulT
to make special broadcast ap-
peals‘ to their comrades still in
-t-hc_ fielq. They often appeal to
their friends by name,
TV Augments Program

:I‘hc newest addition to the
program is a nightly television
program broadcast from Hue
for 30 minutes each night. More
than 3,000 television sets have
been distributed to villages from
Hue to Quang Tri City. Each of
the programs include 10 min-
tes of local and national news
,10 minutes of entertainment and
a 10-minute interview with a
Irr:“rn(dl Viet Cong who has
menlf. to the side of the govern-

helicopter was able to pick hi
up. During that -time,ptv"'crh]ar{f
tempts to retrieve him failed
when helicopters had to turn
back because of concentrated
cn‘l‘e;qy Iglrcruncl fire.
inally a chopper was"
‘t‘o land,” the pilot wenst a‘l:')]l](?
We ran for a jeep to get there
as quickly as possible, but the
enemy spotted us and began
lobbing more heavy stuff in
We had to return to our bunker
and keep on firing out into the
jungle hoping that we might be
able to beat them bhack. Sud-
cl_enly, there was a lull in the
fighting. We sprinted for the
Jeep and barrelled to the wait-
ing helicopter. Needless to say
ISI?SCigal(tI];%rlne]y Igrateful to thé
forces, I'm r 4 4
Ppecl aIive.”% m really lucky

| Christmas Mailing Tips |

T!-IE VALUE OF YOUR
gifts in boxes of soli

GIFT IS IN THE PACKING i
| —Cush
d fiberboard, metal or wood.so::; )::;-r

makes an adequate shippin

ded, use a heavy Kraft pcl'::;r ?i:-:?l:r
Remember to include the
and your return address
declaration form. .
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Against

SAIGON (USN) — In
one of the busiest days of
naval action in South Viet-
nam this year, gunfire from
U.S. Navy and Coast Guard
units recently destroyed or
damaged 163 enemy struc-
tures, bunkers and water-
craft. :

Most of the damage was in-
flicted by Navy ‘Swift”’ boats
PCF-37 and PCF-137 and the
Coast Guard cutter Pt. Glover.

N. Eagle
Up-Tight

LZ SALLY (USA) — Para-
troopers of the 101st Airborne
Division’s 2nd Brigade have kil-
led 1,253 enemy soldiers during
‘the first 20 weeks of Operation
Nevada Eagle. They have re-
corded a 19 fo 1 body count
ratio, ¢

The operation so far has ac-
counted for 393 detainees and 47
Hoi Chanhs. Nevada Eagle also
has resulted in 659 individual
weapons captured, along with 90
crew-served weapons and 73,495
rounds of small arms ammuni-
tion,

Brigade paratroopers have
also kept the enemy hungry by
capturing 400 tons of rice during
the highly successful operation.

Combing the area north and
south of Hue, the Screaming
Eagles have effectively halted
infiltration into the old imperial

(Continued on Back Page)

Surface Mail Days

~ Navy Guns Roar

Enemy

They teamed up to destroy or
damage 82 enemy structures in
Bac Lieu Province, 126 miles
southwest of Saigon.

The three Market Time units

reported hitting enemy posi-
tions on four separate occa-
sions between 7 a.m. and noon.
During that time, they also re-
ported igniting four fires and
one secondary explosion.

Seven miles south, in the
same province, another Swift
boat, PCF-54, reported destroy-
ing or damaging 13 enemy
structures, 13 sampans and
eight bunkers. PCF-54 crew-
men also started five fires and
captured an assortment of ene-
my ammunition.

In Kien Hoa Province, 42
miles south of Saigon, a fourth
Navy Swift boat destroyed 18
enemy sampans and two bunk-
ers and damaged one struc-
ture.

In other Market Time action
the destroyer USS Savage dam-
aged eight enemy structures in
Ninh Thuan Province, 145 miles
northeast of Saigon.

Happy Anniversary!

Navy Day, set for Oct. 27,
marks the 193rd Anniversary
of the establishment of the
Naval Department. To mark

-the occasion, The OBSERVER

has included two special fea-
tures in this issue. Look for
them on pages 5, 6 and 7.

Game Warden and Market
Time units operating through-
out the Republic accounted for
the remaining damage.

In Vinh Binh Province re-
cently, elements of U.S. Navy
River Assault Flotilla One sup-
ported the 14th Regiment of the
9th ARVN Division in contact
with an enemy force.

The Vietnamese units report-
ed engaging a VC platoon and
killing 17 VC, capturing five
and detaining three enemy sus-
pects. One ARVN was killed
and eight wounded.

There were no U.S. Navy
casualties.

SEA GIANT—The only active battleship in the world, the New
Jersey is currently sending salvos from her 16-inch guns into
enemy targets. Her 2,700-pound projectiles have slammed
into supply depots, storage areas, troop concentrations and
eliminated more than 15 bunkers since her arrival early this

month.

(USN PHOTO)

 Troopers Maul NVA Near Loc Ninh

LAI KHE (USA) —
Allied units supported by
Air Force tactical aircraft
and AC-47 flareships, re-
cently killed 176 North
Vietnamese Army Regulars
in three days of bitter
fighting. The action raged
in the jungles around Loc
Ninh, approximately 75
miles north of Saigon.

Parts of the 1st Battal-
ion, 28th Infantry; 1st Bat-
talion, 2nd Infantry; 2nd
Battalion, 16th Infantry;
and 2nd Squadron, 11th Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment
were involved in the action.

Fighting in the dense jungle
area near the Cambodian border
broke out when a Civilian Irre-
gular Defense Group (CIDG)
compound was hit by a heavy
barrage of mortar fire. The
camp strike force engaged sev-
eral enemy soldiers outside the
compound perimeter, killing
two.

Suspecting a larger enemy
force was operating in the area,
commanders sent in more units.
. As the units moved along a
stretch of rubber trees, Compa-
ny C began receiving heavy
small arms, automatic weapons
and rocket-propelled grenade
fire from an entrenched enemy
force. The infantrymen, backed
by helicopter gunships, killed 15
NVA in the ensuing battle.

(Continued on Back Page)

Thank You
From lllini

SAIGON (MACV) — It was a
heavy, two-inch thick sheaf of
paper that landed on the desk of
General Creighton W. Abrams.
It contained more than eight
thousand signatures of citizens
of Du Page County, Ill., who
support the U, S. effort in
Vietnam. :

A cover letter from Mrs. Wil-
liam C. Walton of the city of
Wheaton, to the commander of
U.S. forces here, spoke for the
signatories.

The letter was . . .in deep
gratitude for your defense of the
freedoms we cherish.

‘“Those who oppose the war by
marching, desecrating our flag,
burning their draft cards, and
through this, giving aid and
comfort to the enemy,” Mrs.
Walton wrote, ‘“do not represent
the majority. . . The time has
now come that more and more
loyal and patriotic Americans
will make it known to you that
you have our full support.”

General Abrams, in a letter to
Mrs. Walton, expressed grati-
tude to ‘‘the many fine Ameri-
cans whose signatures were in-
closed. . . for your support and
good wishes. Expressions of
faith in the mission being per-
formed here in such magnificent

. fashion by our forces and by

our allies,”” the general wrote,
“help maintain our high mor-
ale.”

Yankee Ingenuity Tackles C-Ration

CAMP EAGLE (USA)—Yan-
kee ingenuity abounds among
paratroopers of the 101st Air-
borne Division (Airmobile).

Men of Company B of the
502nd Airborne Infantry’s 2nd
Battalion can do amazing things
with C-rations.

Did you know, for instance,
that damp envelopes can be
sealed with just a touch of
peach jam? Private First Class
James R. Redden, claims it is
better than glue. *“And it tastes
better,”” he says.

Private First Class David L.
Marrs doesn’t use envelopes.
He cuts up individual meal car-
tons and makes post cards.

The 1st Brigade trooper also
believes in saving the wire that
binds “Charlie’” ration cases, if
vou happen to be someplace
reasonably permanent. “Just
weave the wire into a grill,” he
says, “and have a barbecue.”

Private First Class Mike Mur-
phy is strong on ‘“‘candy, choco-
late disk.” “Take two,”” he says,

“and put them in an empty
fruit can. Add a can of peanut
butter, one package each of
cream and sugar and a little
water. Boil until it thickens, let
it cool and presto—you’ve got
chocolate fudge, just like
home."”’

Private’ First Class Gerald
Reed is a bit of a gourmet.
His recipe: one can of beef with
spiced sauce, one can of boned
chicken, one can of beans with
franks, a cup of rice, cheese,
salt, Worcestershire sauce, gar-

.

Challenge

lic salt, ketchup and crackers.
It serves three. Private Reed
not only claims it is edible, but
insists it is delicious.

As to the favorite right out
of the can, beans with franks
in tomato sauce was a runaway
choice.

Private First Class John
Dean, a medic, made a reassur-
ing statement. ‘C-rations are
so packed with food value that
no matter how you eat them,
they’re good for you,” he said.
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Four double-sonic F-4B ‘Phantom lis’ from the attack carrier USS Coral § sion over Nort _ e : 5 ot
Vietnam. The jets are but one of many fypes of aircraft based on Seventh Fleet carriers stationed in the Gulf of Tonkin. U.S. Navy assault supporjairol boats, bristling with

.S. Navy

SAIGON (USA) — From its

g

20 um\!w 40n1m cannons f.rom
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he Army-Navy Mobile Riverine Force, escort armored troop carriers ﬁlong a Mek Del
ekong Delta river.

In Vietnam, the challenge toiman, John Paul Jones, nearly

creation in 1775 with a small
squadron of sailing ships, the
United States Navy has grown
to a mighty fleet of over a
thousand ships and nearly
700,000 men.

October 27th, the Navy will
celebrate its 193rd anniversary,
as the mightiest seapower in
the world. On the oceans which
comprise four-fifths of the
world’s surface, U.S. Navy
ships cruise freely, helping in-
sure freedom for all peace
loving people.

Flown by ‘Seawolves,’ a U.S. Navy helicopter flies tOVerfT;e" Patrol boats search-

freedom is most acute and theitwo centuries ago:
Navy’s response to that chal-! “The stature of our home-
lenge most daring. Up muddyland” he said, “is no more
canals of the Mekong Deltathin the measure of ourselves
along the coast and across theOurjob is to keep her free. Our
skies of North Vietnam, moreedis to keep the torch of free-
than 70,000 American Navymenfton burning for all. To this
have committed their timeSdlemn purpose we call - the
their talents and their lives fojoung, the brave, the strong
the struggle for freedom. and the free, Heed my call.
The machines of war havome to the sea. Come, sail
changed, as have the methodif?
of waging it. But the men ar
much the same. The challeng]
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they have accepted in Viehnam. By
today, is the same challengl.
expressed by another Nav U.S. Navy
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outh Vietnam, a U.S. Navy fast patrol craft heads out on a watercraft search patrol
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ing for enemy activity along the major waterways
Warden.

Uring Operation Game

Spewing flames and sparks during a gunfire support mission, the USS Clarion River booms five-inch : e
rockets toward enemy targets. It is capable of firing eight rockets at once. The radar picket destroyer USS Duncan cuts thrbi.lgh R R T ; : :
; ou ina Sea to answer a call for support.
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