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SAIGON (MACV) — Ambassador Robert W. Komer,
Deputy to COMUSMACYV for CORDS in Vietnam and a
former Presidential assistant, has been appointed ambas-
sador to Turkey. CORDS is the abbreviation for Civil
Operations and Revolutionary Development Support
which assists in the pacification program in the Republic

of Vietnam.

Mr. Komer succeeds Ambassador Park Halt, who
has been appointed Assistant Secretary of State for Near

Olfl TARGET—Paratroopers from the 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile) pensively await the order to move out as a gun-
ship slams deadly rockets on enemy positions during a recent operation south west of Hue.

(USA PHOTO By SP4 Robert Estrada)

Last Held By United States

Prisoner Transfer Effected Without Hitch

SAIGON (MACV)—In an hu-
manitarian gesture, the United
States Navy recently participat-
ed in the return of a group of
14 North Vietnamese prisoners
to their homeland.

The 14 sailors released were
the last of a group of 19 cap-
tured in international waters
when their torpedo boats were
sunk by U.S. ships in the Ton-
kin Gulf in mid-1966. The other
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Space Available
Days Left

five had been repatriated ear-
lier.

Planning for the release of
the prisoners started in late
September when the U.S. State
Department contacted the Em-
bassy in Saigon, directing that
means for the release be ex-
plored.

“When I received directions,”
said Commander Robert G.
Doney of the Surface Plans and
Operations Branch of the Com-
mand Operations Center, *I
contacted. Navy officials. We
met and decided wupon the
method of return we thought
best. This was passed through
Embassy officials to the State
Department.”

Arrangements for the release
were negotiated through the of-
ficials of a third country. Both
sides agreed to the method of
repatriation and on a brief
cease fire in a small area off
the coast from the North Viet-
namese city of Vinh.

The Seventh Fleet amphibious

transport ship USS Dubuque
left Da Nang harbor in a driv-
ing rain. The prisoners had
been transferred to the ship by
helicopters.

The Dubuque sailed to a point
about eight miles off the coast
of North Vietnam and approxi-
mately 120 miles north of the
DMZ. The North Vietnamese
sailors then headed for the
coast.

Originally they were launched

.in a Vietnamese motorized fish-

ing junk purchased by U.S. au-
thorities for their transportation
from the Dubuque fo shore.
The boat developed steering
problems, though, and a Navy
whale boat was substituted.

From that point the return
was carried off without inci-
dent.

(Continued on Back Page)

He Hits Jackpot Twice

DA NANG (USMC) — Corpo-
ral Kimble Kaiser Jr. recently
hit the jackpot twice, discover-
ing two large rice caches, with-
in two days. ;

The corporal, a squad leader
with Company C, 1st Battalion,
Fifth Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division, uncovered a total
of six and a half tons of rice

on two different patrols near
Da Nang.

The first was found when his
squad probed an area outside a
small village. Corporal Kaiser

used a thin rod to find four -

tons of rice the enemy had
buried.

Two days later, on another
squad-sized patrol, he found a
ton and a half of grain buried
by the enemy.

Eastern and South Asia Affairs.

Replacing Mr. Komer will be
William E. Colby, who is pres-
ently Assistant Chief of Staff
for CORDS.

Mr. Komer, preparing to
leave his assignment here in
the immediate future, issued
the following statement.

“lI deeply appreciate the
President’s confidence in me in
appointing me as U.S. ambas-
sador to Turkey. I look forward
with great pleasure to renewed
association with the people of
Turkey and their leaders,
among whom I have many
good friends.

‘“‘However, I leave South Viet-
nam with profound regret, tem-
pered only by my firm convic-
tion that the Government of
Vietnam’s pacification program
has come of age. It is achiev-
ing self-sustaining momentum
in breaking the Viet Cong hold
(Continued on Back Page)

PF Sgt.
Honored

DAU TIENG (USA) — A 47th
Popular Forces (PF) soldier
has won the Bronze Star for
Valor for his role in defense of
a beleaguered outpost.

Major General Ellis W. Wil-
liamson, 25th Infantry Division
commander, presented the
award to Platoon Sergeant Hen
Ho Van in a recent ceremony
at Tri Tam district headquar-
ters in Dau Tieng village.

The citation accompanying
the Bronze Star award praised
Sergeant Van for leading Popu-
lar Forces troopers as they
warded off an enemy attack
against Outpost 68, a mile south
of Dau Tieng.

An enemy force attacked the
outpost shortly before midnight,
using 6lmm and 82mm mortars,
Rocket Propelled Grenades,
machine guns and rifle fire. The
PFs repulsed the one-hour at-
tack, killing six of the enemy.

During the attack, Sergeant
Van directed small arms and
mortar fire in defense of the 10-
man position, personally de-
tonated Claymore mines and
fired M-79 grenades and a ma-

chine gun. He also assisted in .

distributing ammunition and
caring for two men who were
wounded.

The presentation to the PF
sergeant was witnessed by civic
and governmental officials of
the Dau Tieng area, officers of
the “Tropic Lightning” Divi-
sion’s 3rd Brigade, and by
school children.

Some Days It Doesn’t Pay Charlie

CAMP EAGLE (USA) — Par-
atroopers of the 101st Airborne
Division recently apprehended a
pair of Viet Cong who turned
out to be real losers.

The troopers from Company
C, 1st Battalion, 506th Airborne
Infantry, were on a reconnais-
sance-in-force mission near here
when the VC jumped out in
front of them and threw down
their AK-47 rifles.

Sergeant Roy Hart and Spe-
cialist 4 Donald Baker grabbed
them.

“Through our interpreter,”
said Sergeant Jim Ayling, “we
learned they had quite an inter-
esting past.”

The VC reported that they
had been ‘“captured” by the
North Vietnamese Army just
before the Tet offensive, only to
be apprehended by the Army

of the Republic of Vietnam and
jailed.

“Then during Tet, the pair
said, they had been recaptured
by the NVA and forced to carry
82mm mortars,” Sergeant Ayl-
ing added.

“According to our interpreter,
it was the last straw for the VC
when the NVA made them carry
the heavier 122mm rockets,”
the sergeant said.

To Get Up

For the fourth time in a year,
the war-weary VC changed
sides, this time voluntarily turn-
ing themselves over to the
American patrol.

Sergeant Ayling said he was
not surprised to learn of their
incredible year.

“They are supposed to know
this territory real well,” he
said, “but the first time they
walked point for my squad, they
got lost.”
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SAIGON (MACV) — An addi-
tion to the GI Bill, which en-
ables soldiers who have com-
pleted tours of 18 to 24 months
active duty to receive up to 36
months of peacetime education-
al benefits, has recently been
signed into law.

The new, liberalized bill in-
creases the GI Bill benefits by
50 per cent. Under the old bhill,
a draftee could accumulate only
24 months of assistance for 24
months service, or one day of
school for each day of service.

The revised bill provides ex-
tra school assistance for all
men who have served on active
duty since Jan. 31, 1955.

The bill is part of a major
congressional overhaul of veter-
ans’ educational programs.
Other provisions:

—Permit veterans eligible for
educational benefits under two
or more veterans’ programs to
draw up to 48 months of educa-
tional entitlement. Previously,
they could draw no more than
36 months of total aid. This pro-
vision henefits soldiers who
have already used up full en-
titlement under the World War
II and Korea GI Bills and or-
phans who received aid under
the War Orphans Scholarship
program.

—Permit veterans to take
farm cooperative training on a
half-time or three-quarter time
basis. Under the old law, they
were required to attend 12 hours
of classes per week while work-
ing full time.

—Permit payments for flight
training to be made monthly in-
stead of quarterly.

The new legislation keeps al-
lowances at the present levels
— $130 per month to single vet-
erans; $150 per month to mar-
ried veterans; and $175 per

New Gl Bill Passed:
Offers More Courses

month to veterans with two de-
pendents. Veterans with more
than two dependents receive $10
per month for each additional
dependent.

This legislation, giving more
GI benefits to draftees, was
sponsored by Senators Ralph
Yarborough of Texas and Ed-
ward M. Kennedy of Massachu-
setts. It permits draftees who
are separated up to six months
ahead of their normal discharge
date and who satisfy their draft
obligation, to draw a full 36-
month GI Bill entitlement.

Bell Tolls
For Fifth

DA NANG (USMC) — First
Lieutenant John E. Journey, of-
ficer in charge of the Marble
Mountain Air Facility’s base op-
erations, learned that many
members of the 5th Marine
Regiment there didn’t know
when chapel services were held,
There was no bell to call them
to prayer.

Lieutenant Journey wrote to
his wife, explained the predica-
ment and asked if she knew
some way to help.

With the assistance of the
children in Mrs. Journey’s Sun-
day School class, a bell for the
Marines was purchased, boxed
and shipped to the lieutenant.

The Marines constructed a 10-
foot steel frame to hold the 110-
pound, cast iron bell. The bell
was accepted on behalf of the
regiment by Lieutenant Com-
mander Richard P. Beck, chap-
lain for the 5th Marines,

Education Week Proclaimed

SAIGON (MACV) — Nov. 10-
16 is American Education Week.
In a proclamation, President
Lyndon B. Johnson called atten-
tion to the progress made dur-
ing the last decade in achieving
the goals of universality, equali-
ty and excellence in American
education.

The President calls upon
‘“every American to work to-
ward an even better educational
system in America — a system
which will truly deepen and en-
rich American thought, and

truly ennoble life for every
man.”’
Educational opportunity is

one of the greatest benefits
available while serving in the
military. In Vietnam, there are
education centers staffed by
professional educational advis-
ors at each major command,

These centers provide educa-
tional information, classes, cor-
respondence courses and a test-
ing program. Branch centers in
many areas provide a part of
these services.

To take advantage of these
educational opportunities, see
your educational counselor. He
can examine your past perform-
ance and aid you in setting up
the program that will fulfill
your goals. :

He can also give special as-
sistance to personnel applying
for the U.S. Military Academy
Preparatory School, officer
candidate schools, the Enlisted
College Training Program, the
Two-Year Evaluation and the

Degree Completion Program.
Even if you don’t think you
need additional schooling, you
may be interested in learning a
new skill, such as typing or
mechanical drawing. Perhaps
an extension course would help
you improve your MOS or AF-
SC efficiency.
Perhaps you're thinking of

&

|ss Natalie E. Nusn

i

, director of education at Saigon’s

learning a new language, par-
ticularly Vietnamese, or the
language of your ancestry.
Tuition? Enrollment in a high
school, college or technical
course requires a $5 money or-
der, certified check or bank
draft payable to the Treasurer
of the United States (USAFI),
Madison, Wisconsin 53703.

Education Center, goes over student records with her assist-
ants, SP4 Henry T. Hagenah Jr. and Miss Tran Thi Gam.

(USA PHOTO)

Psy-War Program Is Enlarged

SAIGON (CMAC) — The big-
gest psychological warfare
campaign of the Vietnam War,
Nguyen Trai, was inaugurated
last month by Tran Van
Huong, Prime Minister of the
Republic of Vietnam.

“The Allied forces and our

A New Lai Khe Boy Scout Troop
Is Aided By U.S. And Vietnamese

LAI KHE (USA) — On a
bright autumn festival day,
members of the Lai Khe Boy
Scout Troop marched to their
meeting area wearing new,
bright blue shorts and crisp
white shirts.

The uniforms were paid for
by the 1st Infantry Division’s
civil affairs section. They had
been presented to the boys by
the 121st Signal Battalion, which

sponsors the troop.

Under the leadership of Viet-
namese sergeants attached to
the Big Red One, boys and
girls began setting up tents and
building fires, practicing skills
learned at earlier meetings.

A month earlier, there had
been no scouting program in
Lai Khe, ARVN Staff Sergeant
Ho Van Thach, who had been
active in scouting elsewhere in
Vietnam, interested other Viet-
namese sergeants in assisting
him as leaders. Lieutenant Colo-
nel Claude S. Simpson Jr., com-
mander of the signal battalion,
interested his unit in providing
support.

Commenting on the Vietnam-
ese troop whose meetings he
attends every week, the colonel
said, “These boys and girls are
like kids everywhere. They’re
eager and excited about scout-
ing.”

In the words of one battalion
member, Sergeant Marvin A.
Bucholz, “Teaching the boys

and girls through scouting is
more valuable than giving them
material things. We are giving

Lieutenant Colonel Claude S. Simpson demonstrates
tying skill to Boy Scouts at Lai Khe.

them something that cannot be
taken away because it is in
their hearts.”

=
knot-
(USA PHOTO)

N

government have been success-
ful in the fighting,” the Prime
Minister said during a morn-
ing ceremony on the parade
field of the Capital Military
District (CMD).

“The enemy has suffered
heavy casualties and lost many
weapons. But in a democracy
it is better to save the people
than kill them,” he continued.

The new psy-war program,
said Mr. Huong, would offer
those VC who wanted to leave
the enemy a way out and
would give them justice when

they return to the national
cause.
‘‘Allow these returnees to

unite with their families and
rebuild their country,” the
Prime Minister pleaded.

A group of brown-uniformed
Vietnamese cheered the Prime
Minister. These men were Hoi
Chanh, former Viet Cong who
rallied to the government un-
der the Chieu Hoi (Open
Arms) program.

An enlarged Chieu Hoi pro-
gram is the heart of the new
psy-war plan.

The Nguyen Trai Campaign,
launched when the Prime Min-
ister presented the campaign
flag at the ARVN (Army of
the Republic of Vietnam) cere-
mony, employs 1,400 cadre in
a nation-wide plan tied in with
combat operations.

“The accelerated program
combines coordination by three
primary psy-war ministries,”
explained Major John Skid-
more, Senior Political Warfare
Advisor to the CMD.

The Chieu Hoi program, the
Vietnamese Information Serv-
ice, working with the citizenry,
and the General Pol-War De-
partment, working with ARVN
forces, dependents and the en-
emy, are all involved.

ty, weapons caches, and ene-
my propaganda,” Major Skid-

_ Inore explained.

The plan, aimed at the VC

infra-structure, is actually a
rewritten, updated and greatly
expanded psy-war program, ac-
cording to Major Skidmore,
“The goal is to get the peo-
ple to work with the govern-
ment by reporting VC activi-

Charitable GI
Helps School

PHAN THIET (USA) — A
chaplain’s assistant from the
101st Airborne Division is prov-
ing that even in war, there is
still time for charity.

Specialist 4 Michael T. Smith,
of the 3rd Battalion, 506th Air-
borne Infantry, has raised $1,-
300 to pay the tuition fees for
64 underprivileged students of
the Catholic high school here.
Through wide distribution of
letters and photographs, the
specialist has received contribu-
tions from world-wide organiza-
tions. :
Specialist Smith had done
more than just raise the money.
He volunteered to teach English
three days a week at the school.
From building desks to install-
ing a public address system,
the specialist has helped to
strengthen Vietnamese - Ameri-
can relations.

Contributions from the United
States have included items from
clothing to baby food. On a
seven-day leave in Japan, Spe-
cialist Smith bought a wall
clock and other gifts to brighten
the surroundings of his students.

Specialist Smith has begun a
five-month extension of his just
completed 12-month tour. He is
driving hard to bring his pro-
grams to other churches. The
specialist has recently begun
work with the Protestant church
here.

His attitude and accomplish
ments have won the admiration
of the hardline paratroopers of
his unit.

November 8, 1968
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Iribesmen Put 105 Back In Allied Arsenal

CHU LAI (USA) — Two Mon-
tagnard informants earned
25,000 piasters apiece recently
by leading infantrymen from

. - the Americal Division’s 4th Bat-
* talion, 3rd Infantry, to a 105mm
“howitzer

burried eight miles
west of Quang Ngai City.

The artillery piece, captured
by the enemy when the Tra
Bong Civilian Irregular Defense
Group Camp was overrun three
years ago, has been cleaned
and reassembled and is being
used by the 11th Brigade in
Operation Champaign Grove.
Seven months ago, the Viet
Cong used the cannon during

the Tet attack on Quang Ngai

City.
The 18-year-old tribesmen,
their "wives and one sister

turned themselves over to ele-
ments of the brigade’s Task
Force Garcia late last month,
west of Quang Ngai. They
claimed the VC used them six
times as forced laborers and
were planning to indoctrinate
them as guerrillas before they
decided to seek allied protec-
tion. :

“Laborers don’t usually have
valuable information,” said
First Lieutenant Thomas
Grieme, of the brigade’s 52nd
Military Intelligence Detach-
ment. “The VC infrastructure
is pretty careful about letting
forced laborers know too
much.”

Lieutenant Grieme and his
Montagnard interpreter asked
the young men routine questions

when they were returned to

Landing Zone Bronco: Did they
have any weapons? . . . know
the location of any small arms?

. . explosives? . . . grenades?
. . . caches? . . . They shook
their heads.

“Do you know the location of
any weapon?”’ Lieutenant
Grieme asked.

“Yes, one big one,” they an-
swered. “How big?” “It took 60
men to carry it,”” said the in-
formants.

“I asked them the smallest
number of men they had seen
carry it and they replied 30,”
said the intelligence officer.
“But we know 30 Vietnamese
can move a mighty large piece
of equipment.”

One VC referred to the cannon
as a ‘“Dai Bac,” an 82mm re-

coilless gun. “They look some-
what like a 105,” said Lieuten-
ant Grieme, ‘“but the 82 has

metal wheels. The informants

said the wheels were rubber,
just like our jeep tires. They
also said the barrel was eight
feet long and these two things
indicated an artillery piece.”

The Montagnards said they
were forced to work and help
drag the 4,800-pound cannon to
a stream bed after Tet. Later
they returned to the spot and
dug holes to bury the weapon.
A few days before turning them-
selves in, they passed the
stream bed and noted the cam-
ouflage had not been disrupted.

“They couldn’t find the place
on a map or even tell the dif-
ference between east and west,”
said Lieutenant Grieme.
there are lots of little streams
out there.” 7

It took the interrogation team
over six hours to narrow the
location down to a grid square,
using word-pictures and crude
maps the Montagnards drew to
locate the spot.

“After hours of map-tracking
I felt pretty sure we had the
right square,” explained the
lieutenant. ‘“The boys had been
honest with us all along, but I
told them I thought their story
was crazy and I didn’t believe
it. They said they would lead us
to the weapon to prove they
weren’t lying. This was before
any monetary incentive had
been mentioned.”

A few days later, the two in-
formants joined Company B,

4th Battalion, 3rd Infantry, on a

hilltop - west of the province
capital.

‘“We had a hell of a time
getting down that hill,” recalled
Captain Jimmie Davis, Compa-
ny B commander. *“We were all
slipping around and they
seemed to be leading us in cir-
cles. But when we got to the
bottom they became more sure
of themselves.”

“I was walking up front, fir-
ing my M-79 into the trees be-
hind the stream,” said Private
First Class Wayne Yarbrough.
“The interpreter was afraid
there’d be an ambush near the
weapon. Then he pointed to the
underbrush and said, ‘They say
VC artillery here.” We pushed
through the tall grass and dug

. panoramic

“And -

Organization Enhances
Viet-Yankee Friendship

SAIGON (MACV) — The Viet-
namese - American Association
(VAA) is a cultural and educa-
tional exchange organization
made up of Vietnamese and
Americans living in Vietnam.
The Association, formed here
in 1955 to further understanding
and friendship between Viet-

. nhamese and Americans, is

growing rapidly.

The non-profit, non-sectarian,
non-political organization has
grown to include more than
1,500 members and is registered
under the laws of Vietnam.

A major function of the Asso-
ciation is teaching language.
Classes in English and Vietnam-
ese provide instruction for ap-
proximately 14,000 students in
the Saigon-Cholon area.

VAA members also benefit
from a wide range of social and
cultural activities. These in-
clude concerts, lectures, film
showings, discussion groups,
and appropriate social events,
such as coffee hours, exchanges
and dances.

New members must be in-
troduced by two sponsoring
Inembers of the Association and
his application accepted by the
Board of Directors. Annual

membership fees are 200 pias-
ters for individuals and 400 pias-
ters for a family. 4

Anyone interested in the or-
ganization is invited to contact
the office of the director, Viet-
namese-American  Association,
55, Mac-Dinh-Chi, Saigon.

into the sand. We got about six
inches down when I hit some-
thing.”

It took the soldiers two hours

to dig the cannon out of the four .

well-camouflaged holes.
“Everything’s here except the

telescope,” First

Lieutenant Michael Reid, Bra-

vo’'s artillery observer, said.
“It’s pretty rusted, but the VC
put the small, movable parts
in plastic bags. I imagine. it
could be cleaned up and fired
without too much trouble.”
The infantrymen lugged the
barrel, shields, cradle and

wheels across a small rice pad-

dy where a Chinook lifted the
weapon back to Landing Zone
Bronco to be reassembled.

The men had heard about the
30 Vietnamese who dragged the
cannon through the hills.
“Where are those 30 now when
we need them?” one G. I. mut-
tered.

BACK IN ACTION—Sergeant Gerald L. Smith, Americal Division's 6th Battalion, 11th Artil-

lery, prepares to fire 105 Howitzer which had been buried by enemy for over six months.

Major General Charles M. Gettys, division commander, looks on.

(USA PHOTO)

Dual-Purpose MEDCAPs

They Work In Charlie's Village

DONG TAM (USA) — Medi-
cal . Civic. Action Program
(MEDCAP) teams of the 9th
Infantry Division are emphasiz-
ing a program of medical aid
to remote, VC-infested hamlets
and villages in key Mekong
Delta provinces.

“We call them Tactical
MEDCAPs,” said Lieutenant
Colonel William T. Leggett, di-
vision civil affairs officer.
“These medical teams operate
away from the base camp
areas in insecure hamlets
where people seldom receive
medical care.”

Most of these Tactical MED-
CAPs go directly into VC-con-
trolled villages. Often they are
coordinated with Regional
Forces, Popular Forces and
ARVN units to provide securi-

Just Yankee Ingenuity?

CAMP EAGLE (USA) — An
observant civil affairs officer
and a civic-minded engineer
battalion helped make grade
school a little more enjoyable
for some 800 Vietnamese -chil-
dren near here recently.

“I noticed that the children
had practically nothing to play
on, and the equipment they did
have was so dilapidated it was
dangerous,” said Captain Louis
J. Bradley, civil affairs officer
for the 326th Engineer Battalion.

Captain Bradley contacted the
battalion’s maintenance shop,
which immediately started
gathering materials for a pro-
ject.

Pickets, chains, springs from
old 3/4-ton trucks, drums and
other such items took on new
looks and functions. Within a
few days, the maintenance crew
had turned out four swings, two
seesaws, and two curious-look-
ing rocking horses.

When the truck and trailer
carrying the equipment arrived
at the school, the engineers
were greeted with wild squeals
and happy laughter from the
children.

“It was really something to
see the children playing on their
new apparatus,” the captain
said. *I think the people who
helped on this project had as
much fun building the equip-
ment as the children did play-
ing on it.”

ty and increase cooperation be-
tween American and Vietnam-
ese forces.

“The people are more im-
pressed when they see Ameri-
cans and Vietnamese working
together,” said Colonel Leggett.
“These MEDCAPs are an ex-
cellent opportunity for Ameri-
can and Government of Viet-
nam forces to upgrade their
image at the grass roots lev-
eI‘”

Emphasis on Tactical MED-
CAPs in the 9th Division be-
gan during August. Since that
time the total number of MED-
CAPs and patients treated has
decreased slightly, according
to the colonel, but the number
of patients with serious dis-
abilities treated has increased.

“In the heavily-populated and
more secure areas much of
the treatment is giving cough
syrup and aspirins,” explained
Colonel Leggett. “The Tactical
MEDCAPs which go into these
far-out places are giving prop-
er medical treatment to sick

people.”

“It takes more time and
more people to reach the
sparsely-populated areas, but
we're reaching people who
haven’t seen a doctor in
years.”

In order to overcome the
fears of families in VC-con-
trolled hamlets, the MEDCAP
team goes from house to house
treating children and parents.
This also makes them more
willing to give information on
VC activities.

All MEDCAPs reach the au-
dience where the psychological
message can be most effec-
tive. These are the people who
are unaware of South Viet-
namese Government programs
designed to help them.

One important facet of the
Psychological Operations (PSY-
OPS) Program is to sell the
VC on the Chieu Hoi amnesty
program. During the Tactical
MEDCAP this can be accom-
plished through highly effec-
tive face-to-face PSYOPS.

Hoi Chanh who have rallied

‘to the government talk to

wives and parents of probable
VC, explaining the program
and trying to convince them
to persuade their husbands and
sons to rally. :

AFVN Slates
Commentary
For Sunday

SAIGON (MACV) — The
Vietnam conflict, as with
other wars, will probably
be most poignantly remem-
bered because of songs and
letters written by the men
who lived and died in the
hattles.

Among the most moving
pieces of literature to come
from Vietnam is the diary
kept by Army Sergeant
Dave Simmons, a Special
Forces trooper who was
killed in action in January
1968. :

The last entry was made
on the day of his death.

The Armed Forces Viet-
nam network (AFVN) has
adapted this diary for radio
and labeled it “Comment-
ary on a Diary.”

AFVN will air the pro-
gram throughout Vietnam
at 7:05 p.m., Sunday, Nov.
10.
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U.S. Navy
‘Sea Lords’
"Under Sail

SAIGON (USN) — The US.
Navy recently announced a new
offensive effort tabbed ‘‘Opera-
tion Sea Lords.” It is designed
to interdict enemy infiltration
deep in South Vietnam’s Mekong
Delta.

The operation brings together
for the first time, the Navy’s
three major operating forces in
Wietnam for a series of interdic-
tion, raider and increased patrol

efforts in hitherto seldom-touch- -

ed areas south and southwest of
Saigon.

Sea Lords began in mid-Octo-
ber with the first of a series of
“Swift” boat incursions deep
into enemy-controlled canals and
rivers flowing into the Gulf of
Thailand. The thrust resulted in
the destruction of 359 enemy
watercraft, 411 structures and
three enemy killed. .

A total of seven Navymen
were wounded in the actions.

The Swift boats were support-
ed by U.S. Coast Guard patrol
boats, high endurance cutters
and a U.S. Navy Market Time
LST.

In more recent action, Mobile
Riverine Force gunboats, ARVN
soldiers and Vietnamese Ma-
rines, assaulted the Rach Gia-
Long Xuyen Canal.

The first landings took place
on the 35-mile-long canal when
units of the Navy’s River As-
sault Flotilla One inserted troops
of the Fourth Battalion, Viet-
namese Marine Corps, on both
banks of the canal.

The landing was in Kien Giang
Province, 100 miles southwest of
Saigon. Wietnamese Marine
casualties were light during the
assault.

(Continued on Back Page)
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A streamer representing the Presidential Unit Citation awarded the 2nd Battalion, 9th Regi-

ment, 5th Infantry Division is attached to the
ARVN unit was cited for heroism a

July 11, 1967.

guidon by General Creighton W. Abrams. The
gainst enemy forces near Tan Rung, Binh Long Province,

(MACV PHOTO By: Sgt. E. J. Sargent)

Joint General Staff Chief

Legion Of Merit To Gen. Vien

SAIGON (MACV) — General
Cao Van Vien, Chief of the
Joint General Staff, Armed
Forces of the Republic of Viet-
nam, was recently presented
the U.S. Legion of Merit, De-
gree of Commander. General
Creighton W. Abrams, Com-
mander of the U.S. Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam,
made the presentation during
ceremonies at the Joint Gener-
al Staff Compound in Saigon.

The Medal was presented
“For outstanding meritorious
service as Chief, Joint General
Staff, Armed Forces of the Re-
public of Vietnam, Oct, 14,
1965, to Nov. 1, 1968 (and con-
currently as Minister of Nation-

al Defense from Jan. 28, 1967
to Nov. 15, 1967).”

The citation accompanying
the award continues:

““Assuming these heavy re-
sponsibilities during a period of
intense conflict and grave na-
tional peril, General Vien exer-
cised a dominant role in re-
versing the then discouraging
trend of the war. He imme-
diately implemented imagi-
native and far-reaching prog-
rams to increase the effective-
ness of the Armed Forces of
the Republic of Vietnam.

‘“‘Demonstrating the highest
order of professional skill as a
planner, ftrainer and tactical
commander, he supervised the
modernization of the Republic

of Vietnam Armed Forces, di-
rected the initiation of effective
military training programs to
improve both the level of train-
ing as well as military leader-
ship at all echelons; instituted
vast improvements in living
standards and welfare pro-
grams for the Republic of Viet-
nam Armed Forces, while con-
tinuing to demonstrate forceful
and aggressive leadership in
directing the battle against the
communist aggressors.

“The results of his unwaver-

ing efforts were never more in_

evidence than during Tet and
May 1968, when the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Viet-
nam, under his able Ileader-
(Continued on Back Page)

SAIGON (MACV)—Two
Republic of Vietnam Army
(ARVN) - battalions were
recently awarded high U.S.
decorations for outstanding
performance of duty and
heroism in action against
enemy forces.

In ceremonies at Lam
Sam, General Creighton W.
Abrams, Commander of the
U.S. Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam, pre-
sented the Presidential Unit
Citation to the 2nd Bat-
talion of the 9th Regiment,
5th Infantry Division.

Later the same day, the gen-
eral presented the Valorous Unit
Award to the 1st Battalion of the
52nd Infantry Regiment, 18th In-
fantry Division. The ceremonies
took place at Xuan Loc.

The 2nd Battalion of the 9th
Regiment was cited for action
against a numerically superior
North Vietnamese Army (NVA)
Regiment, near Tan Rung, in
Binh Long Province, July 11,
1967.

The ARVN troopers, engaged
in the defense of a pacification
project of the Revolutionary
Development Program, repulsed
a full-scale attack on their de-
fensive positions by the NVA
attackers. They killed or cap-
tured 170 enemy soldiers in the
action.

Shortly after 2 a.m., the NVA

(Continued on Back Page)

SP4 Turns
‘Birdman’

AN KHE (USA) — Reaching
over the slumped body of an
injured pilot, a helicopter crew
chief with no flight training
grabbed the controls of a light
observation chopper and avert-
ed a crash during a recent
mission with the 173rd Airborne
Brigade.

Specialist 4 Gary Poland was
crew chief on a recon mission
20 miles north of Qui Nhon
when his chopper began receiv-
ing fire.

He quickly began returning
fire. Then turning, he saw the
pilot had just been hit.

“We started into a dive,”
said Specialist Poland, ‘“‘and
the pilot blacked out.” Moving
into the seat beside the pilot,
the specialist began manipula- -
ing the controls.

When the pilot regained con-
sciousness, he took over control
of the chopper, which was
heading into a wvalley, and
guided it into a forced landing.

The: pilot was evacuated
while Specialist Poland re-
mained with the helicopter un-
til a relief pilot from Troop D,
2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry
Regiment was brought in to
fly it back.

- “It wasn’t that difficult,”
Specialist Poland grinned.

Officer Has

CAMP EAGLE (USA) — A
forward observer from the
101st Airborne Division recent-
ly recovered his wallet which

he lost eight months ago and
65 miles away.

Lieutenant David Nebel, now
a fire direction officer with the
2nd Battalion, 319th Airborne
Artillery, was serving with the
infantry in March when he and
his wallet became separated.

His company was involved in
a heavy firefight near the vil-
lage of Song Be, along the

Only ‘Repatriated Wallet' In VN

Cambodian border, when Lieu-
tenant Nebel was hit by the
concussion of an enemy mortar
round. “The explosion literally
blew my trousers off as I was
thrown down,” the lieutenant
said.

He was able to crawl away,
but left his pants behind. He
gladly wrote the loss off as the
price to pay for not being seri-
ously injured.

Almost eight months later,
Specialist 4 Robert Agnew was
leading a reconnaissance patrol

near Trang Lap, 70 miles from
Song Be.

The patrol was approaching
a jungle thicket when it was hit

by sniper fire. Infantry rein-
forcements were called forward
to sweep the area. After the
sweep, the troopers found the
sniping had come from a small
tunnel complex. Four men with
flashlights disappeared under-
ground.

Inside the enemy stronghold,
they uncovered numerous Viet
Cong documents and gear. One

trooper brought up what he
thought was a diary. Specialist
Agnew opened the bulky diary
and the wallet fell out.

“Inside was a driver’s li-
cense,” said the specialist. “I
couldn’t think of anything
Charlie would be driving out
there, so I looked closer and

spotted  Lieutenant  Nebel’s
name.’’
Now, the lieutenant is at

Camp Eagle and -carries in his
pocket what he claims is “the
only repatriated wallet in Viet-
nam.”
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Cav troopers of the 1st qualry Division (Airmobile) prepare to load on froop-cargo transports of the 834th Air Division, such
as this C-130 Hercules revvingup to airlift them from Camp Evans to their new area of operations near Tay Ninh.
(USAF PHOTO By: SSgt Ron Smith)

Operation Liberty Canyon

Troop Move ‘Largest of War'

_SAIGON (USAF) — “The
biggest quick response troop
movement of the war.” This is
how Major General Burl W. Me-
Laughlin, commander of the
834th Air Division, described
the recent airlift of the majority
of the 19,000-man 1st Cavalry
Division (Airmobile) from I
Corps to III Corps. The "opera-
tion was tabbed ‘Liberty Can-

yon.”
McLaughlin  said,

|

Airlift
Days Left

“We must have set all kinds of
records in moving the first bri-
gade of the division into III
Corps in minimum time.”
The general revealed that the
only comparable airlift of the
war was the switch in Septem-
ber and October of a brigade
of the 101st Airborne Division
(Airmobile) and a brigade of
the 82nd Airborne Division be-
tween I Corps and III Corps in
Operation ‘“‘Golden Sword.” Al-
though “Golden Sword” was
performed in some six weeks,
“Liberty Canyon” was expected
to end in mid-November.
Beginning with a dozen sor-

ties a day on Oct. 27 and in--

creasing to more than 30 sorties
by the first week of November,
C-130 Hercules, C-123 Providers
and C-7 Caribous touched down
on the narrow, 2,900-foot per-
forated steel runway at Camp
Evans, picked up cargo, troops
and their belongings, and trans-
ported them south to III Corps.

Air Force combat controllers
provided communications be-
tween the airlift mission com-
mander at Evans and airlift of-
ficials at 7th Air Force Head-
quarters at Tan Son Nhut Air
Base. A five-man aerial port
team from Da Nang Air Base’s
15th Aerial Port Squadron was
at the site in advance to pre-
pare pallets and load them onto
the aircraft.

A nine-man maintenance
crew from Cam Ranh Bay Air
Base brought tools and parts to
repair any aircraft troubles.

A tactical airlift liaison offi-
cer (TALO) at Evans provided

an on-station link between the
Air Force and the Army, help-
ing commanders determine how
to get the best use out of the
aircraft.

The Navy was also involved
in “Liberty Canyon.” In addi-
tion to the Seabees having built
the runway, the USS Princeton
floated aircraft — stripped for
maintenance — to Saigon, and
landing ship tanks moved cer-
tain equipment out of Phu Bai.

Commenting on the manner
in which aircrews reacted to the
demands of the transfer, Gen-
eral McLaughlin said, “Airlift
crews know that their job often
means life or death to the
ground troops. Every time they
rush ammunition to an outpost
under attack, and every time
they lift troops out of a. hot
area, they see the immediate
results of their efforts.”

Rice Haul
For 198th

CHU LAI (USA) — “Take
away their will to fight.” This
is a saying among soldiers of
the 198th Infantry Brigade, and
lately the Americal infantrymen
have been working rather hard
to do just that.

Soldiers of Company D, 5th
Battalion, 46th Infantry, discoy-
ered and confiscated 29,500
pounds of rice during an opera-
tion in an area 10 miles south-
west of Chu Lai. They also killed
four Viet Cong and detained 12
VC suspects during the opera-
tion.

“It took more than three Chi-
nook loads to evacuate all of
that rice,” said Captain Michael
R. Smith, the company com-
mander. “Fifteen tons is a lot of
rice.”

Varying quantities of the cere-

al were found in 24 different -

locations in the area. The largest
of the caches was about 2,500
pounds.

PHUOC VINH (USA) —

Skytroopers of the 1st
Cavalry Division (Air-
mobile) — after a 500-mile
airlift from the northern I
Corps to the III Corps Tac-
tical Zone — made their
first major contact recently
sive.

in the Toan Thang Offen-

They engaged an esti-
“mated battalion-sized force
of NVA Regulars and Viet
Cong and killed 31 enemy
in two days of action.

The battle started when Com-
pany D, 2nd Battalion, T7th
Cavalry received heavy auto-
matic weapons and small arms
fire in the jungle near a portion
of the Cambodian border known
as the “fish hook,”” because of
the sharp curve the border
makes, approximately 60 miles
north-northeast of Saigon.

Battle Continues

Companies A and B of the
battalion were inserted into the
contact area and the battle con-
tinued into the early evening.
There were nine confirmed
enemy dead at day’s end.

Action broke off during the
hours of darkness and flared
briefly the next morning. The
enemy fled from contact with
the cavalrymen just after noon
the second day, after losing an-
other 22 dead.

Units of the 1st Cavalry Di-
vision (Airmobile) began con-
ducting combat operations in III
Corps under the operational con-
trol of the 1st Infantry Division
on Nov. 1. The cavalrymen killed
109 North Vietnamese Army
troops and VC soldiers in actions
through Nov. 8.

500-Mile Area

While the 1st Cav’s 3rd Bri-
gade led off the 500-mile air,
land and sea move, units of the
1st and 2nd Brigades continued
to fight the war in South Viet-
nam’s northernmost provinces.
During the first few days of
November, elements of the
world’s first airmobile division
conducted four separate combat
operations, spread out over a
500-mile area, nearly the entire
length of the Republic of Viet-
nam.

The 1st Brigade finished the
171-day Operation Jeb Stuart IIT
Nov. 3, then began the move
south.

Comanche Falls
The division’s 2nd Brigade con-
tinued with Operation Comanche
Falls, in the jungle 25 miles
south of the DMZ. The brigade,
(Continued On Back Page)
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Honored Himself, He Gives Awards

CHU LAI (USA) — Lieuten-
ant Colonel Wang Dinh Tho,
Quang Tin Province Chief, has
been awarded the Air Medal
with “V”’ device for heroic ac-
tion June 15, 1968. Brigadier
General James V. Galloway,
Americal Division assistant
commander, made the presen-
tation.

At the same ceremony, which
took place at Hawk Hill (Hill 29)
north of Chu Lai, Lieutenant
Colonel Tho, on behalf of the
Republic of Vietnam, awarded
38 Crosses of Gallantry to mem-
bers of the Americal Division.

The citation accompanying
Lieutenant Colonel Tho’s award
read, in part:

“Lieutenant Colonel Tho dis-
tinguished himself . . . while
directing Republic of Vietnam
Air Force elements in an opera-
tion in conjunction with Ameri-
can forces.

““With disregard for his own
safety, Lieutenant Colonel Tho
placed himself almost over the
bursting rounds to effectively
direct artillery fire.”

The citation also noted that,
on several occasions Colonel

Tho fearlessly directed his air-
craft to land in the battle zone
to confer with his commanders.

After receiving his decora-
tion, Lieutenant Colonel Tho, on
behalf of the Republic of Viet-
nam, presented 13 Gold, 7 Sil-
ver, and 18 Bronze Crosses of
Gallantry to members of the
Americal Division for an action
west of Tam Ky in late August.

In that action, elements of the
1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry,
spearheaded a three-day battle
against two regiments of the
2nd NVA Division.
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ARVN Kill 206 In Hung Quang’

Operation
‘Sea Lords’
Hits Enemy

SAIGON (USN) — Twenty-six
enemy sampans were destroyed
and 63 structures and 15 bunk-
ers destroyed or damaged by
U.S. Navy and Coast Guard
units during two ‘‘Sea Lords”
river penetrations recently. The
naval units suffered no casual-
ties and enemy casualties were
unknown.

In the first operation, two
Navy “Swift” boats (PCFs),
supported by two Navy ‘Sea-
wolf”’ helicopter gunships and
the Coast Guard cutter Point
Comfort, ventured 13 miles up
the My Thang River, which
separates Bac Lieu and Ba
Xuyen Provinces, 90 miles south-
southwest of Saigon.

Enemy small arms fire was
encountered by the Swift boats
twice during their four-hour
river incursion. It was immedi-
ately returned and suppressed.
Seawolf helicopters covered
their exit from the river with
rocket and machine gun fire.

During their penetration of
the river, the Swift boats de-
stroyed or damaged 26 enemy
sampans, 53 structures and five

bunkers. Gunfire support from

the Coast Guard cutter Point
Comfort accounted for seven
enemy structures destroyed or
damaged.

In a similar operation, two
other Swift boats and two Navy
landing craft (LCVPs) moved
into the Rach Vang River mouth
in An' Xuyen Province, 159 miles
southwest of Saigon. A Market
Time support ship (LST) re-
mained offshore, rendering fire
support.

_The four boats penetrated the
river more than three miles,
with the Swift boats destroying
four enemy bunkers and the
LCVPs destroying five more.
After the boats withdrew, fire
support from the LST destroyed
three structures and one bunker.

: There were no Navy casual-
ies.

Thanksgiving Message
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After 3 Years, Another Train

New Life Puffs Back Into Hue

CAMP EAGLE (USA) — The
first train in three years puffed
noisily into Hue recently as 10
miles of track between Phu Bai
and the old Imperial City were
opened.

The railway had been idle
since 1965 when Viet Cong
demolition teams knocked out

bridges and several sections of
track. a8
Two months ago, under the
protective wing of the 101st
Airborne Division (Airmobile)
Screaming Eagles, the shat-
tered line began to come to
life again.

“This is a very important

LRP, Gunships Zap VC

DONG TAM (USA) — A Long
Range Reconnaissance Team
(LRP) of Company E, 50th In-
fantry, and gunships. of Troop
D of the 3rd Squadron, 5th Cav-
alry, combined forces recently
to kill 10 Viet Cong.

The 9th Infantry LRPs were
inserted after radar sightings
indicated that a large group of
people were in the'area.

The team spotted a hut with
a plastic covering on it which
they believed to hold an enemy
cache. Moving toward the hut,
they came into contact with a
small VC force and killed two
of them.

A cavalry light fire team was
called in to support the LRPs
and pounded the area with
rockets and mini-guns, killing
eight more fleeing VC. .

milestone in Thua Thien Prov-
ince,” said Colonel Thomas W.
Bowen, MACV senior advisor.
“It could not have happened
without the 101st Division.”

Although the rail line is im-
portant economically, it is per-
haps more important for its
meaning to the people. It is a
symbol of security and stability,
as well as a fresh example of
the government's concern.

‘“When my people see the
train running again,” said Colo-
nel Le Van Than, Thua Thien
chief, “they realize that life is
almost back to the way it was
before the fighting.”

Among the guests for the
train’s historic run were the
members of the Screaming Ea-
gle Band. Jammed in a low-

sided freight car, they played .

for the Vietnamese citizens

along the route.

The 'Enemy’ Was Just Monkeying Around

OASIS (USA) — Because they
sounded too much like an NVA
ambush, friendly orangutans
brought mortar and artillery
fire down on themselves when
they blundered into a Short
Range Patrol (SRP) team near
thg Cambodian border.

‘We had been finding long,
human-like hairs along the
trails,” said the team’s leader,
Specialist 4 Toil Smith. “We just

couldn’t figure out what they
were,””

L _

When the 4th Infantry Division
SRP team stopped in a clump of
dense bamboo, they began hear-
ing noises that gave them more
reason to worry. “The first time
I thought it was a small tree
falling down,” Specialist Smith
said.

“Then I heard the same sound
again,” he said. “No tree falls
twice in the same place.”

The sounds of movement con-
tinued and began approaching
the SRP team in a wide semi-

circle.

Convinced that an enemy pa-
trol was moving up around their
position, the SRP team called for
81lmm mortar fire from Bravo
Company, 1st Battalion, 14th In-
fantry.

“They gave us a couple of il-
lumination rounds to adjust
with,”” Specialist Smith said.
“But the jungle was too thick
for mortars to do much good.”

Bravo Company then offered
to call for artillery support, and

\ i the SRP team agreed.

Just as the first 155mm rounds
were fired, however, the SRP
leader finally caught sight of one
of the “‘enemy.”

It was a long-armed orangutan
jumping from tree to tree.

The SRP team quickly
checked fire. :

“The orangutan spotted us and
started jumping around and
clapping his hands,” Specialist
Smith recalled. “He seemed
pretty happy to see us.”

DA NANG (MACV) — In an
operation, code-named Hung

‘Quang 12-5, the 51st ARVN In-

fantry Regiment recently killed
206 North Vietnamese Army
(NVA) soldiers. Friendly casu-

alties were reported as light.

The ARVN infantrymen made
contact with a battalion-sized
NVA unit near Dien Bien, ap-
proximately 20 kilometers south
of Da Nang. Reports in the
early afternoon of the first day
listed 63 enemy soldiers killed.

The figure soared to 124 NVA
killed the following morning.
Thirty-six of the enemy were
killed by gunships participating
in the action. The 2nd Battalion
of the 51st Regiment was the
main force committed to the
battle.

While the 51st maintained
contact with the enemy, a Re-
gional Force company swept
into the area from the east and,
along with supporting fire and
air strikes, killed 82 communist
soldiers. They also captured 22
assorted weapons from the ene-
my. The operation during the
second day accounted for 37
individual and four crew-served
weapons captured. Sporadic ac-
tion continued as the 51st
maintained contact.

Meanwhile, the 1st Regional °
Force Battalion, in a night
defensive position seven Kkilo-
meters southwest of Tam Ky
in Quang Tin Province, re-
ceived 15 to 20 rounds of 57mm
recoilless rifle fire and 20 to 25
rounds of 82mm mortar from
an unknown number of enemy.

Quick reaction counter artil-
lery fire from ARVN units ae-
counted for 49 communist sol-
diers killed. Two bangalore
torpedoes and 308 Chicom gre-
nades were confiscated by the
ARVN after a sweep of the
area.

Parcel. Air Lift
Days Left
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A Time For tayer And For Thanksgiving

For Americans,

SAIGON (MACV) — The reli-
gious significance of the Thanks-
giving season is explained in the
pages of the Old Testament,
more specifically in the book of
discourses by Moses concerning
the civil and religious laws of
the Hebrews. The following ex-
cerpts are from the fifth Book
of Moses, commonly called
Deuteronomy:

“And Moses summoned all
Israel, and said to them, ‘Hear,
O Israel, the statutes and the
ordinances which I speak in
your hearing this day, and you
shall learn them and be careful
to do them. All the command-
ments which I command you
this day you shall be careful to
do, that you may live and multi-
ply, andi go in and possess the
land which the Lord swore to
give to your fathers.

“. . . And you shall remember
all the way which the Lord your
God has led you these forty
years in the wilderness, that he
might humble you, testing you
to know what was in your
heart. . .And he humbled you
and let you hunger and fed
you with manna, which you did
not know; nor did your fathers
know; that he might make you
know that man does not live by
bread alone, but that man lives
by everything that proceeds out
of the mouth of the Lord.

“Your clothing did not wear
out upon you, and your foot did
not swell, these forty years . ..

“For the Lord your God is
bringing you into a good land, a
land of brocks and water, of
fountains and springs, flowing
in valleys and hills, a land of
wheat and barley, of vines and
fig trees and pomegranates, a
land of clive trees and honey,
a land in which you will eat
bread without scarcity, in which
you will lack nothing. . .

“And you shall eat and be
full, and you shall bless the
Lord your God for the good land
he has given you.

“Take heed lest you forget
the Lord your God, by not keep-
ing his commandments and his
ordinances and his statutes . . .
Beware lest you say in your
heart, ‘My power and the might
of my hand hath gotten me this
wealth.’ :

“When you come into the land
which the Lord your God gives
you. . .you shall take some of
the first of all the fruit of the
ground, which you harvest from
your land. . .and you shall put
it in a basket, and you shall go

the heritage of our good I
received. Help us to prove g
these favors.

We thank you for thelfy] harvest and for the
many opportunities whichgfto share the richness
of this bounty with othesfimk you for the very
life we live, our minds and/f ty to reason, and for
all other endowments and f§of soul and body. We
thank you for our governgy President . . . the
Governors of our several gi§, . and for the ballot
to elect them. And for allfler blessings which so
richly endow our land, we figs, 0 God.

On this happy day weflly thank you for our
families and loved ones andfu to protect them with
your loving care. Through finmunion of your Holy
Spirit, O God, bind us inf§m to each other, and
so rule our hearts in love ffgmay show our thank-
fulness by sincere obediencfir laws throughout the
days of our life. Amen, i ,

the many blessings
a people mindful of

SAIGON (MACV) — Thanks-
giving in America had its in-
spiration from several sources.
The best known source was the
proclamation issued by William
Bradford, the Governor of the
Plymouth Colony in what is now
Massachusetts. The original
members of this Colony came
on the Mayflower from Eng-
land.

Governor Bradford issued the
call for a day of prayer and
Thanksgiving for a bountiful
harvest in the Autumn of 1621.
This custom was celebrated
sporadically for many years.

A lesser known day of
Thanksgiving was proclaimed
several years earlier than the
famous 1621 New England cele-
bration. In 1607 the Jamestown,
Virginia, ruling body, the Coun-
cil, had proclaimed a day of
Thanksgiving.

For many years these pro-
clamations were issued by gov-
ernors, ruling bodies of states
and lesser municipal govern-
ments with the celebrations
generally confined to a region,
state or locality.

Days of National Thanksgiv-
ing were celebrated during sev-
eral years of the Revolutionary
War. After the establishment of
the United States, the first Pres-
ident, George Washington. pro-
claimed a day of Thanksgiving
for the adoption of the Consti-
tution of the United States in
1789.

The observance of Thanksgiv-
ing Day as a National holiday
was due in part to the activi-
ties of Sarah Hale, who was
editor of two ladies’ magazines
from 1828 until 1859. She wrote
editorials and letters and urged
the adoption of a Thanksgiving
Day on the last Thursday of
November. By 1859 the day was
celebrated in 30 states.

President Lincoln was the
first to establish the day as we
know it. In 1863 he issued a
call for a day of ‘“praise and
thanksgiving to our beneficent
Father” on the last Thursday

to the place which the Lord :
your Ged will choose, to make ; >
his name to dwell there.

“And you shall go to the priest
who is in office at that time,

2 of November.
I\ The day has had a religious
¢ significance since its earliest
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beginnings. It has been marked

and say to him, ‘I declare this MY

day to the Lord your God that N\ [ through the years by special
Ihha\Ir:a cctl}me into the land which : 23 o church services of all denomi-
the Lord swore to our fathers ¥ AT RV been tradi E:
to give us.” Then the priest shall 4 piomn L fioml

L ly a day of family reunions,

take the basket . . . and set down
a. feast day on which the har-

before the altar of the Lord your

God: . . . ‘A wandering Aramean
was my father; and he went
down into Egypt and sojourned
there, few in number; and there
he became a nation, great,
mighty and populous.’

‘““‘And the Egyptians treated us
harshly, and afflicted us, and
laid upon us hard bondage. Then
we cried to the Lord the God
of our fathers, and the Lord
heard our voice. . . and brought
us out of Egypt to this place and
gave us this land, a land flowing
with milk and honey.

*“ ‘And behold, now I bring the
first of the fruit of the ground
which Thou, QO Lord, hast given
me.” And you shall set it down
before the Lord your God, and
worship before the Lord your
God; and you shall rejoice in
all the good which the Lord your
God has given to you. . .”
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vest bounty is liberally served
up in prize recipes, the central
item on the menu bheing roast
turkey.

In recent years many of the
largest cities have had parades
and elaborate celebrations for
the children. The adults often
become involved in football ac-
tivities that are attended in
person or, more frequently, ob-
served from the peace and con-
tentment of an easy chair in
front of a TV set, while digest-
ing the bounteous meal.

Thanksgiving is now a re-
flection of the close ties that
our nation has always had with
our religious heritage.
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