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‘Meade River’ Claims

Total Of 1,019 Enemy

DA NANG (USMC) —
“Operation Meade River”
was successfully terminated
recently with a total count
of 1,019 enemy killed.

Opening Nov. 20 with the
largest heli-assault in the

‘Swifts' Aid

Cai Nuoc

SAIGON (USAF) — A. task
force of four U.S. Navy
“Swift”” boats teamed up with
U.S. Air Force and Australian
bombers and Army helicopter
gunships recently to speed
through a seven-mile gauntlet
of enemy fortifications to rush
supplies to the beleaguered out-
post at Cai Nuoc, 155 miles
southwest of Saigon.

Cai Nuoc, the southermost
military outpost in South Viet-
man, had been hit seven times
in the previous 10 days by

enemy recoilless rifle, mortar
and ground attack.
The ‘““Sea Lords” operation

began in the morning with Air
Force air strikes on bunkers
along the seven-mile stretch of
the shallow Bay Hap River,
which connects Cai Nuoc with
the Gulf of Thailand.

The four, 50-foot aluminum
Swift boats then sped up the
river while Army helicopter
gunships flew air cover over-
head. Resistance on the way in
was suppressed by the air
strikes,

The Swifts received and sup-
pressed light resistance from

enemy positions along the river ¢

during their return to the Gulf
of Thailand.

Swift crewmen credited U.S.
and Australian Air Force and
Army air strikes with keeping
enemy resistance to a minimun.

he‘ craft were also supported
during the raid by gunfire from
the Coast Guard Cutter Bibb,
standing off-shore in the Gulf
of Thailand. The Navy and
Poast Guard units are part of

‘Operation Market Time.”

Altogether, the Swift boats,
during the raid, destroyed or
damaged 50 enemy structures,
42 bunkers and 37 watercraft.
Air strikes accounted for anoth-
er 53 structures, 25 bunkers and
23 watercraft destroyed or dam-
aged.

Swift boat crewmen also ob-
Served three secondary explo-
slons and seven sustained fires.

history of the Marine
Corps, the operation joined
seven U.S. Marine bat-
talions with two battalions
of the Army of the Repub-
lic of Vietnam and elements
of the Second Korean Ma-
rine Brigade.

Sea Knight and Sea Stal-
lion transport helicopters,
carrying assault landing
Marines, were escorted and
protected by Huey heli-
copter gunships.

The chopper armada
consisted of more than 75
helicopters which darted
into 47 landing zones. Al-
together, 5,000 Marines
were positioned by helilift
and ground transport, sur-
rounding an area eight
miles long and three miles.

Battalions represented were
the 1st Battalion, First Marine
Regiment; 2nd and 3rd Battal-
ions of the Fifth Marine Regi-
ment; the 1st and 2nd Battal-
ions of the Seventh Marine Re-
giment; and the 2nd and 3rd
Battalions of the Twenty-Sixth
Marine Regiment.

ARVN units were the 3rd and
4th Battalions, 51st Regiment, a
unit of Armored Personnel Car-
riers, Vietnamese National Po-
lice Field Force, Regional and
Popular Force units.

Two companies of the Second
Korean Marine Brigade joined
the Free World Force.

With the ring of Marines in
position, the cordon snapped
shut.

In addition to the 1,019 enemy
bodies counted as Meade River
drew officially to a close, 129
suspects were detained and lat-
er classified as prisoners by the
Government of Vietnam. An ad-
ditional 71 members of the VC
infrastructure were also taken.

Additional bodies were ex-
pected to be found as the 1st
Battalion of the First Marine

(Continued on Back Page)

EMBASSY
Of The
- UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A HOLIDAY MESSAGE
TO AMERICANS IN VIETNAM

Once again to each member of the United States Mis-
sion in Vietnam, civilian and ‘military, I send Season’s
Greetings and my deep gratitude for the part each of you
has played so well in the great task in which we are engaged
on the soil of Vietnam.

This has been a year of trial. Men’s courage and
determination have been tried on the field of battle, they
have been tried in the cities and in the countryside in the
patient and unflagging effort to help our Vietnamese allies
build a strong and viable democracy, in the midst of war
to carry out a social revolution. Countless acts of unsung
heroism have been performed by soldier and civilian alike.

It has been a year of testing — a testing of our com-
mitment to the spiritual foundations on which our society
rests, to the moral order and the rule of law on which it
depends. It has been a year of testing of our will to create
the peaceful world we envisage, free from aggression,
where man’s creative energies can be directed toward im-
proving the quality of his life.

What we do or fail to do here will be felt not only in
Vietnam, but everywhere, for it is relevant to man’s never-
ending struggle for freedom and dignity.

St. Paul’s words to Timothy are appropriate to our
time and situation: “I remind you to rekindle the gift of
God that is within you, for God did not give us a spirit of
timidity, but a spirit of power.” God has given us, as a
nation and a people, great power to use for good or ill. As
we remember with reverence those who have given the last
full measure of devotion, let us pray for the courage, the
patience and the steadfastness to use that power to strive
for a world in which men may live in freedom, in dignity, in
tolerance and in peace.

How shall we be able to do this? Perhaps Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer, writing from a Nazi prison, can show us the way:
“Who stands his ground? Only the man whose ultimate
criterion is not in his reason, his principles, his conscience,
his freedom or his virtue, but who is ready to sacrifice
all those things when he is called to obedient and respon-
sible action in faith and exclusive allegiance to God. The
responsible man seeks to make his whole life a response to
the question and call of God.” In that spirit, may we all in
the days ahead, whatever the call may be, stand our
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ELLSWORTH BUNKER
U.S. Ambassador To Vietnam

SAIGON (MACV) —
The year 1968 was ushered
into the Republic of Viet-
nam in routine fashion with
the Viet Cong and NVA
violating the New Year’s
stand-down period with
numerous incidents of ter-
rorism and attacks by fire.

As the year drew to a
close there was little room
for doubt that 1968 had
been a decisive year, a year
of progress for the allies
and bloody defeat for the
enemy, and probably the
turning point of this long,
costly war.

While the military action did
not wax consistently hot, the
major actions were fierce,
bloody, and without exceptions
ended with the VC-NVA on the
short end. There were major
victories .in each of the four
Corps Tactical Zones and the
Air Force and Navy continued
to exact a terrific toll with
their devastating firepower. How-_
ever, the events most remem-
bered as the year drew to a
close were the Tet assaults, Khe
Sanh, the sweeps of the A Shau
valley, the May “Mini-Tet,”
Duc Lap, Vinh Luc Island,
Liberty Canyon, Meade River
and Sea Lords.

Although there were many
other notable events such as
President Johnson’s March 31st
and October 31st declarations,
the Paris negotiations, the ar-
rival of the USS New Jersey,
and the major command
changes within MACV and
CORDS, it was the battle waged
via land, air and sea that
dominated the attention of the
service men and women in
Vietnam.

Even more significant than
the story of military action
here during 1968, perhaps, is
the fact that a viable and in-
dependent South Vietnam is
emerging from a crucible of
strife.

The scars of the communists’
Tet offensive and the ‘‘second
wave’ or ‘“‘mini-Tet”’ are most-
ly healed. The Saigon govern-
ment, having faced up to a
situation that amounted almost
to a do-or-die challenge, has
brought to a conclusion its
“Operation Recovery” to res-
tore pre-offensive conditions —
an operation that turned out
to be a major success.

‘Demented’ Was Just Doing His Thing

DA NANG (USMC) — The
story of the massive Operation
Meade River was not only a
story of the operation, but of
bits and parts. Here are two:

There was “Demented.”

“Demented’”” was a rooster,
and everyone knows that roost-
ers crow at dawn. Lance Cor-
poral Bob Rea wrote of the

g_'_

the night would become day —
and “Demented,” doing his
thing, would crow to announce a

rooster whose nest was, un-
fortunately, near a Marine posi-
tion. The position became

known as ‘“‘Demented’s Nest.”

“Demented’s” problem was
trying to find out when it was
dawn and when it wasn’t. Every
time the spunky rooster at-
tempted to sleep, illumination
flares would pop overhead and

new dawn.

For eight nights ‘‘Demented”’
proudly hailed the many ‘‘sun-
rises” of illumination flares
until his crow was more of a
cluck.

But, Operation Meade River

is over now. Perhaps ‘“‘Dement-
ed”” — as ‘well as the Marines
— will find some peace and
quiet and uninterrupted sleep.

One group of NVA soldiers
were easy to detect and got
cold feet.

A Marine patrol, led by
Lance Corporal Howard Baker

(Continued on Back Page)
















e ——— R R S T S SN

The OBSERVER January 1, 1969 . January 1, 1969 The OBSERVER Page 11
IBeeiIe Bailey By Mort Walker

Page 10

@

SINCE WHEN HAVE
BEETLE AND KILLER
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LET'S TALK ABOUT
LIFE AND STUFF
LIKE THAT AND sl;mf
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By Charles M. Schulz
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OFFEND ME 2 NO, I DON'T TH
0. IT MIGHT STUN ME OR HURT
ME OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT, BUT

DON'T THINK IT WOULD OFFEND ME
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Q2 40U, CHARLIE BROWN !
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BEGINNING OF A MISSION — Hue
Infaniry in the Mekong Delta lowlands. The cho

Division troops who work in the marshy delta.

y helicopters leave the ground after dro
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ppers are an appreciated mode of transportation for the 9th Infantry
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(USA PHOTO By: PFC Steve Sheppard)

Heart Operation For Viet Youngster

They Overcome Red Tape To Aid Teen

TAN SON NHUT (USAF) —
A 16-year-old South Vietnamese
boy may get to see another
Christmas because of the efforts
of some airmen and soldiers
and the noted heart surgeon Dr.
Michael E. DeBakey.

Nguyen Tan Hoang, a victim
of rheumatic fever at 12, de-
parted Tan Son Nhut Air Base
recently for Houston Methodist
Hospital in an Air Force C-141
carrying wounded U.S. service-
men.

Dr. DeBakey has agreed to
perform the delicate open-heart
surgery to correct a mitral valve
defect. The Vietnamese teenag-
er has not grown since he was
12 and is given little chance of
survival without the operation.
Getting Hoang to the United
States was no easy task.
Throughout the diagnosis, Cap-
tain Richard A. Brunswick vied
for the confidence of Hoang and
his family with the village folk
doctor.

Dr. Brunswick, who com-
pleted his residency under Dr.
DeBakey before entering the
Army, enlisted the Houston
surgeon’s help for Hoang.

In July after Dr. DeBakey

had agreed to the operation,
Hoang disappeared from the
Army dispensary where he was
being treated. His parents had
hidden him after being frighten-
ed by the village doctor.

The village chief promised to
reassure the parents in bringing
about Hoang’s return. But then
the entire family disappeared,
possibly because of threats from

the Viet Cong. The Nguyens live
in VC-infested country, 15 miles
from the Cambodian border,
not far from Tay Ninh City.
The family eventually returned
however, and the parents con-
sented to the operation.

Still, the struggle to get
Hoang to Dr. DeBakey was just
beginning as Dr. Brunswick’s
efforts stalled in a maze of red

tape. In desperation, he went
to Colonel Patrick H. Henry,
Tan Son Nhut AB vice com-
mander.

The colonel and his unit, the
377th Combat Support Group,
assumed responsibility for the
project from Dr. Brunswick’s
unit, Company B of the 25th
Medical Battalion. The 377th

(Continued On Back Page)

GIO LINH (USMC) —
Leathernecks of the 3rd
Marine Division and Army
of the Republic of Vietnam
(ARVN) soldiers recently
dealt a crushing blow to
the Viet Cong infrastruc-
ture in the northeastern-
most corner of South Viet-
nam,

The Joint Marine-ARVN
force moved into the area
for a sweep and clear mis-
sion and an identity check
which netted 139 Viet Cong
suspects.

Elements of the 3rd Marine
Regiment, backed by Marine
tanks, joined the ARVN soldiers
as the joint force swept into
the Gio Linh area, south of the
Demilitarized Zone near the
Gulf of Tonkin.

The force, commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel Vu Van Giai,
2nd ARVN Regiment command-
ing officer, encircled the village
and surrounding hamlets.

While Marines served as a
blocking force, ARVN troops
swept through the villages in
search of the enemy.

The villagers were collected
and transported to a central col-
lection and clearing point. They
were screened and interrogated.

While ARVN troops searched,
Marines provided medical and
dental checks of the villagers,
distributed food, and provided
entertainment in the form of a
concert by the 3rd Marine Divi-
sion band.

Once the processing was com-
pleted, the villagers were return-
ed to their homes.

‘Time Out'
For Chuck

TAY NINH (USA) — Appar-
ently the enemy feels that “All
work and no play makes Chuck
a dull boy.”

This is true if uncovered ene-
my bunker complexes are any
indication. Since the 1st Cavalry
Division (Airmobile) moved to
the III Corps area, they have
uncovered 600 such complexes
and some of the findings have
raised a few eyebrows.

“We found models of Ameri-
can aircraft, including helicop-
ters whittled out of wood, along
with anti-aircraft positions. It
appears obvious that Chuck was
using the setup to practice
shooting down our aircraft,”
opined Staff Sergeant MecNair
Grant, a squad leader in Com-
pany D.

The enemy doesn’t spend all
of his time working. A number
of picnic tables — Stateside
models — have dotted some of
the complexes. Stores of fresh
meat and fish have been found
along with other delicacies such
as snails and frogs.

Strange Presents Were Okay, But That Wolf

WITH TASK FORCE 77 (USN)
— ‘“‘Somewhere on this ship
lurks a live turtle.”

This what a postal clerk, Sea-
man J. A. Van Dyke Jr., said as
he placed the last of 8,000 letters
in its proper slot on board the
attack carrier Constellation.

“During the last three weeks,
I throught I'd seen every imagin-
able type of Christmas present
pass through this post office, but
a week ago a live, hungry turtle
arrived and I knew that had to
be the strangest yet,” he said.

Every day of the holiday sea-
son is filled with hard work, but
it also offers plenty of chuckles

&——'

for the Constellation’s 13 postal
clerks.

Scattered among the more
than 140,000 pounds of packages
received as of mid-December
were some most unusual pres-
ents.

“Around the first of December
we had to call a Missouri boy
down here to pick up three
stocks of sugar cane,” said
Postal Clerk 3rd Class Thomas
J. Fuegor. ‘“Believe it or not, it
came insured.”

Plants and animals aren’t the
only strange gifts sent here. A
sailor from North Dakota re-
ceived a set of fur-lined ear
muffs and a winter coat from

his well-meaning parents, while
Yeoman Seaman Gary Bassett
searched the ship for something
to use in place of snow under
his four-foot Christmas tree.
Although turtles, sugar cane,
winter garments and Christmas
trees are somewhat out of place
on an aircraft carrier cruising
off the coast of Vietnam, they
are hardly any more unusual
than the penny slot machine re-
ceived by Fire Control Techni-
cian 2nd Class Robert Murdock.
“I couldn’t believe the look on
that postal clerk’s face when he
saw my slot machine. He wasn’t
sure whether there was a law
against it, but he finally decided

® o 0
it was okay after he played
three pennies in it and hit a
jackpot,” the sailor smiled.

Why are sailors on board the
Constellation receiving such
strange presents? Post Clerk 1st
Class James Robinson, the Post
Office supervisor, summed it up
this way.

“I guess everyone over here
is looking for something to re-
mind him of home and Christ-
mas always seems to be a good
time to receive those little re-
minders,” he said.

“That’s all well and good,” in-
terjected Postdl Clerk Seaman
William McLeon, ‘“but this

(Continued on Back Page)
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Officer and enlisted share a proud heritage.

Story By
MAJ Gloria A. S. Olson, USA
Photos By
SP4 Thomas Tynes, USA
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éach year nearly 125 WAFC officer cadets graduate as “‘aspirant’’ and receive their 2nd Lt. commission

From Ao Dai To

Yesterday she was wearing
her beautiful traditional ‘Ao
Dai” dress. Today she dons

olive-green fatigues and black
boots.

She could be any one of 100
South Vietnamese girls volunteer-
ing each month to follow in
the footsteps of the famous
Trung sisters who freed Viet-
nam from terrorist rulers near-
ly two thousand years ago.

Maintaining that tradition of
“duty to country’ are more
than 4,000 highly-trained of-
ficers, NCOs and enlisted wo-
men serving with the Republic
of Vietnam Armed Forces

(RVNAF) as members of the
Women’s Armed Forces Corps
(WAFC). ;
This Jan. 1, the WAFC marks
its fifth anniversary of service
to South Vietnam. While the

18 months later.

Letters home during class

WAFC is only 5 years old, y
men have served in the RVNy
since 1952, as an auxiliary yp
and were 1nteg1_‘ated as a rep ¢ fraining while an office can-
lar component in January 19 idate concentrates on 16 weeks
“I can remember when I y¢ cadet training. For most, this
one of five women officers glayw experience is exciting and
the whole Vietnamese militapbpallenging. New friendships are
service”, says Lieutenant Cojgfade almost immediately, and
nel Tran Cam Huong, a veterylpe foggy atmosphere of lone-
of 16 years. Petite and infdfipess and confusion rapidly
ligent, LTC (Mrs) Huong is thfjears away.
Director on the WAFC and Whether it’s in fatigues or
only LTC in the Corps. eir smart blue uniforms, the
Unlike the U.S. counterpagfady soldier” learns to do just
(WAC, WAF, WAVE), the WAR(fpout everything the RVNAF
does not belong to any servigidier can do except handle
Instead, its members serve wilfyapons and fight in combat.
Viethamese Army, Air Fordfwever, the WAFCee does
or Navy units throughout Soutfffeeive instruction in first aid,
Vietnam. Nurses are also ipipiitary justice, leadership, mil-
cluded in the Corps. sitary customs, and other related
The average age of gmiifary subjects. She also
WAFCees is 20 but women froplezms to march, stand strict
17 to 30 years old may join jlinections, and even learns
they meet the education apfhow to survive in a rugged
health standards, are singjgmironment. ~Within  a few
(divorced or widowed), ayecks a WAFCee recruit will
have no dependents under jlave smoothly made the transi-
vears old. After her first tygtin from an “Ao Dai” exist-
years of service a WAFCee mafence to a military one.
marry. And many do. “Although the trainees and
When entering the servigjeadets live hard and busy lives,
life. for the new WAFCee pthey remain cheerful and indus-
cruit begins at the WAR(trious...and desertion is not a
Training Center in Saigon. Typroblem for they soon become
center has been ‘‘home” {deager to be assigned to a job
every young Vietnamese wjand show that they want to do
man—enlisted and officer—whtheir part”, says Major Ho The
has entered the Corps sing¥e. The attractive and dedi-
1965. Here the women comealed Major Ve is Comman-
from many of the hamlets apfdant of the Training Center.
villages in South Vietnam, alf After basic, a WAFCee may
volunteers, some filled wiffgialify for further specialist
patriotism while others look foftmining at RVNAF professional
adventure or a better way ofaid technical schools. There

e,
t the center, the basic
qinee plunges into five weeks

breaks aré§

el A
Pl
“tin the busy life of a trainee.

she receives training and ex-
perience in one of 17 fields
such as social welfare, medical
care, interpreting, administra-
tion and finance. If she quali-
fies, an enlisted specialist is
promoted to NCO rank and goes
on to advanced training.

Two members of the TU.S.
Women’s Army Corps (WAC)
play a unique ‘behind the
scene” role in the WAFC. They
are LTC Lorraine Rossi, U.S.
Army Advisor to the WAFC,
and Captain Charlotte Hall, U.S.
Army Advisor to the WAFC
Training Center. Both advise
and assist in the operations,
training and supply mainten-
ance of the Corps. .

As an advisor, Captain Hall
says, “The most gratifying thing
about my job is to see so many
young Vietnamese girls leave
the Center with more meaning
to their lives and make a
major contribution to their war-
torn country”’.
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Social Welfare is one of the most p
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*in shape’ during their 16-week course.
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opular of 17 career fields open in the WAFC,

Unlike the U.S. women services, WAFCees may qualify as Airborne “‘soldiers.” Presently there are 31 girls in jump
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Beetle Bailey By Mort Walker

™0
?
b )
A

[

Pt B et iy e g et

FIGURING THEGSE
| AVERAGES IN MY

HEAD 15 ROUGH
295,
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BUT FIFTY ) } 1400 SIMPLY DONT UNDERSTAND | | 4/Ou CAN'T MAKE FIFTY CAN IF SHIT
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(Guide For Week Of January 3-9, 1969) TRONEEL S

f Combat (Re-Run)
. i cI:'riday Jan. 3 1730 Survival
Turn On 1800 Jonathan Winters -
1428 What's Happening 1900 Andy  Griffith ] HERE 40U ARE, VIRTUALLY I _TRY NOT YO TAKE
1430 Sign On News 1930 Evening News Sy AMAZE ME...HOU FAILING IN MATH, AND YoU IT PERSONALLY!
1445 Big Valley (Re-Run) 2000 Weather REALLY DO... DON'T SEEM TO CARE ! :
Dean Martin (Re-Run) 2005 Bonanza z A 7
Star Trek (Re-Run) 2100 What's Happening \\
1730 Bewitched Mission Impossible :
1800 Wild Wild West 2200 Lote News
!Ig ghe Monkees 2205 Joey Bishop 7
vening News : Tuesday Jan.
2000 Weather 1330 Turn On
Eo0) Hoily}noud adce 1413 What's Hoppening
2100 What's Happening i 1415 Sign On News
o oeat 1430 Jonathan Winfers (Re-Run)
205 }5‘“& L 1530 Bonanza (Re-Run) :
riday_Surprise 1630 Mission Impossible (Re-Run)
T Saturday Jan. 4 1730 Peter Gunn FIFTEEN HOU MUST BE KIDDING !
1545 1800 Big Valley SNOWBALLS 7 S RIDICULOVS !
e S Agy 1850 Let's Speak Vietnamese : g
328 What's Happening 1900 Beverly Hillbillies S o
1330 Sign On News 1930 Evening News
1345 Melody Ranch 2000 Weather f
1> Face Of A Natian 2005 Dean Martin
ost In Space , i
1600 Greatest Show On Earth 2100 "5'\;2?' s_‘.rrg(appemng G
1700 Gunsmoke (Re-Run) 2200 Late News ; g A,
.}ggg ?_lushvllie Vietnam e 2205 Feature Movie e e R
(é’l:ecgi'l;perors New Clothes Wednesday Jan. 8 i s
£ 1930 Evening MNews 1330 Turn On i
2000 Jackie Gieason }Iﬂg ;\:hut'soHuﬂ:enmg
2050 Let's Speak Vietnamese 4 g NeWs = T L e e -
2100 What's Happening 143 Sports Fm I you ReaLy ) | [iF vou REAWY LkEO ME wou | [F27 ¢ EITHER WAY, T END UP NOT
College Football JZ0SAulosiocing LIKED ME, 400D | | |WOULDN'T EXPECT PRESENTS ! GETTING ANY PRESENTS !
Syracuse—Penna. St. :;ﬁ Sﬁg;%‘;n Rorum 6IVE ME R s il ST
Haif Time MNews 1830 Get - Smart PRESENTS., = E’/ \|. J
Sunday Jan. 5 1900 Strawberry Four H §
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- 25th Troops Unearth Big Rice Cache

CU CHI (USA) — Tropic
Lightning troops of the Fire
Brigade’s 2nd Battalion, 12th In-
fantry, grabbed three huge
caches of enemy food stores re-
cently, containing more than 23
tons of new rice.

Combat sweep operations
along the south bank of the Sai-
gon River, 12 miles north of Cu

. Chi, netted the huge finds.

Working jointly with Stinger
gunships from the 116th Assault

Helicopter Company, the War-
riors’ Company A was first to
turn up a substantial amount of
the grain when they located a
camouflaged stack of bagged
rice amounting to nearly 10,000
pounds near the river’s edge.

Working swiftly, the Warriors
piled the 100-pound bags in cargo
slings which were speedily eva-
cuated by Chinook helicopter to
Cu Chi.

Artillery, which slammed into

the area during the night, laid
open another 3,800-pound cache
that appeared as a large white
blob from the 2nd Brigade’s
command and control ship that
spotted it the next morning.
Company D troops salvag-
ed as much of the precious food
as possible and destroyed in
place what could not be saved.
Four days of intensive search
passed without results. Then the
Fire Brigade soldiers of Com-

pany B, commanded by Cap-
]t:.ain Allen Wissinger, struck it
ig.

Sweeping in an area north of
Trang Bang, the company’s
point element, acting on a
hunch, probed the ground in a
large burnt off area near a vil-
lage.

Pushing through about 14
inches of earth, the probing in-
fantrymen found a huge hollow
spot. Digging soon turned up

rice. More than 3,000 pounds of
the cereal was carefully extract-
ed and airlifted to- Cu Chi. An
additional 4,000 pounds could not
be saved and was destroyed.

*“The rice was a clue to search
the village,” said Captain Wis-
singer. ‘“Working with ARVN in-
terpreters, we discovered what
appeared to be an enemy resup-
ply point.”

Search of the area found most

(Continued on Back Page)
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Be Careful
PX Urges

SAIGON (MACV) —
your change.

This may strike many service-
men as a very elementary re-
quest, but MACV officials are
recognizing the need to re-em-
phasize it. A few instances have
been noted recently in which
patrons of the Exchange, clubs
and messes have discovered dis-
crepancies in the sale as shown
on cash registers with the
change they actually receive.

As a precaution and to insure
that no one falls victim to such
an incident, servicemen are ask-
ed to follow these guides when
spending their MPC. .

® Have a good estimate of
what your purchase will come to
before you go to the cash re-
gister to pay.

® Be sure your sale corre-
sponds with the amount rung up
on the cash register.

® Pay for the purchase in the
exact amount, if possible; if not,
attempt to use bills of denomi-
nations close to the amount be-
ing paid. Fer example, don’t
use a $20 bill for a 75 eent pur-
chase if you can avoid it.

When an individual fails to
watch his money when making
purchases or paying for meals
and drinks — or when he fails to
report discrepancies — he is
hurting himself and his buddies.

Should the incident occur in
an Exchange outlet, then the
Exchange loses money. And this

(Continued on Back Page)
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Fliers Hit
VC In Delta

BIEN HOA (USAF) — F-100
Supersabre and A-37 pilots from
the 3rd Tactical Fighter Wing
at Bien Hoa Air Base, recently
teamed up to strike an enemy
troop concentration 14 miles
northeast of Can Tho.

Major Craig Humphrey and
First Lientenant Robert Galer

- Were the F-100 pilots. A-37 pilots

were First Lieutenants John M.
Gay and Terry Hunt.

The A-37 fliers struck the tar-
get first on an early morning
mission and were credited by
the forward air controller
(FAC) directing the attack with
killing 4 enemy soldiers, de-
stroying 8 fortifications, 5 bunk-
€rs and 6 sampans and damag-
Ing 7 fortifications.

“The FAC asked us to destroy
the fortifications and bunker
complex first,” Lieutenant Gay
Telated. “As we pulled off the

(Continued on Back Page)
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SMOKE SCREEN — Supplies are dropped onto a 4th Division

firebase by helicopter behind a smoke screen laid down by

'a companion craft.

(USA PHOTO)

Taylor Common’
(lobbers Enemy

AN HOA (USMC) — “Opera-
tion Taylor Common Le Loi”’ —
a joint effort involving American
and South Vietnamese ground,
air and artillery forces has ac-
counted for 1,061 enemy Kkills
through 38 days of fighting. The
operation is being conducted in
the flatland and mountain areas
northwest, west and southwest
of An Hoa.

Engaging the North Viet-
namese Army (NVA) and Viet
Cong (VC) soldiers, elements of
the 3rd and 5th Marine Regi-
ments and the 21st and 35th
Army of the Republic of Viet-
nam (ARVN) Regiments have
punished the enemy forces.
Search and clear operations
stretch from the Vu Gia River,
21 miles north, to the mountain-
ous jungle terrain eight miles
southwest of An Hoa.

ARVN forces, supported by
Marine artillery units, killed 508
NVA and 83 VC soldiers in the
38 days of action.

Elements of the 3rd and 5th
Marines, working from fire sup-
port bases established high in
the mountainous jungles at the
beginning of the operation, and
in the flatlands southwest of An
Hoa, killed 228 NVA and 242 VC
troops.

Continuing the drive to put
another dent in the already de-
pleted enemy supply of fighting
gear, the Marines and ARVNs
captured a total of 813 individual
and crew-served weapons.

Operating in the jungle-cover-
ed mountains, the two Marine
regiments have combined to
weed out NVA and VC com-
plexes. The largest discovery
came when men of the 5th Ma-
rines found an enemy complex
consisting of facilities for a com-

Hog Makes Pig
Out Of Himself

BAN ME THUOT (USA) —
Company A, 2nd Battalion, 35th
Infantry, 4th Infantry Division,
had just completed an operation
and was breaking for chow.
Sergeant Dale Fronheiser was
preparing cheeseburgers.

“I turned my back a mo-
ment,” he said, ““and one of the
pigs from a nearby village had
eaten the meat right off the grill
we had built.

“If we ever go back to that
area it’s going to be ham and
cheese fer the company,” he
said, only half-joking.

~ American

mand post and aid station.
The complex could shelter at

“least an NVA company. An as-

sortment of 166 rifles, 1 light
machine gun, 2 launchers for
122mm rockets, 369 mortar
rounds, 26 rounds of 75mm re-
coilless - rifle ammunition and
more than 2,000 rounds of small
arms ammunitions was found.

RF Troops
Decorated

LZ SANDY (USA) — Sixteen
awards for valor
were recently presented to Re-
gional Force (RF) soldiers in
two ceremonies by Lieutenant
General W. R. Peers, command-
ing general of I Field Force.

A joint formation of American
artillerymen of Battery A, 5th
Battalion, 27th Artillery, and 380
RF Company soldiers partici-
pated in award ceremonies at
Landing Zone Sandy. The RF
soldiers, who provide security
for LZ Sandy, were decorated
by General Peers for their ac-
tion during an enemy attack on
the American artillery fire base.

Corporal Hong Tuong Vann
was awarded the Bronze Star
with “V” Device for his part
in the action.

Three Army Commendation
Medals with “V” Device were
presented to Aspirant Le Tran
Van, acting company command-
er during the attack; Sergeant
Hoa Bui Van, platoon sergeant;
and Corporal Cam Tran Minh,
the guard who alerted the com-
pound to the attack.

Next, General Peers pre-
sented 12 awards for valor to
the men of the 118th RF Compa-
ny in ceremonies at Song Mao.
Receiving Bronze Stars with
“V” Device were Lieutenant
Phan Van Con and Lieutenant
Tran Cong Hung.

Members of Lieutenant
Hung’s Long Range Reconnais-
sance Patrol were also pre-
sented the Army Commendation
Medal with “V” Device. Re-
ceiving awards were Sergeants
Qua Tham and Ton Van Khanh;
Corporals Dung Thanh, Uec
Luom, and Che Hoang Nhat;
and Privates First Class Lu

Van Sung, Dang Hue, Ca
Phung, Dang Van Bac, and
Nguyen Lua.

He's Just Like The Barber Who Needs A Haircut

DA NANG (USMC) — It had
rained all morning and on into
the afternoon. This was the
monsoon season in this section
of South Vietnam and nature
was delivering right on schedule.

The jeep pulled to a stop at
the main intersection in camp.
The driver looked to the left
and then to the right.

“How about a ride, sir?’” a
young, rain-drenched Marine
asked hopefully.

“Sure, son, hop in,” the driver
invited.

“Where are you headed?”
asked the veteran gunnery ser-
geant.

“Well, sir, my

five-tonner

(truck) ran out of diesel fuel
and I'm looking for the fuel
pump,’” replied the hitch-hiker
as he placed an empty five-
gallon fuel can in the jeep.

“I guess I can take you there
and bring you back,” replied
the gunny.

“Thanks a lot. I sure do ap-

preciate it.”

After taking the Marine two
miles to the fuel point and
heading back to the stalled
vehicle, the gunny thought to
ask: “What outfit are you with,
Marine?”’ ;

“Sir, I'm with the 7th Bulk
Fuel Company.”
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Editorial

Image Important

Almost everything with which you come in contact
is easily identified by its name. Whether it is a person,
an object, an idea, an action — everything has a name.
We have even given names to objects and places in the
reaches of space and the depths of the oceans so that
they are more easily identified.

You, as an individual, also have a name by which
you are called, paid, identified, etc. Your name is your
birthright and something of which to be proud. It must

) S ¥

be guarded from tarnish whether by deed or accusation.

But, as members of the Armed Forces you also have
another name. You are known as Soldier, Airman, Marine
or Sailor. You are a member of a “family” that is easily
identified by its profession and its uniforms, and because
of these, you are easily recognized in a crowd or a com-
munity.

It is because of this that you must guard your name
—both your given family name and your military name
— with care. Your conduct and your actions reflect upon
you not only as an individual and as part of the Smith,
Brown, Jones or Green family, but on you as a member
of the military “family” as well.

You are, in many cases, more closely watched than
your civilian counterparts because you are part of a
profession or a group that is somewhat apart from the
remainder of the population.

You dress differently because you must wear a
uniform; your family life is often quite different because
of transfers, overseas assignments, working hours and the
type of job you perform; and you comprise a very small
segment of our total population.

Because of these and other differences and because
you serve the cause of patriotism, you are noticed.

For this reason, your every action and word must
reflect credit upon you not only as an individual member
of your own family, but as a member of the military
family as well. .

Other members of the military community are
judged by your words and actions, just as you are judged
by theirs. Prudent speech and action on the part of every
man and woman in uniform are necessary so that at
no time, in any way, will the family name of Soldier,
Sailor, Marine or Airman be damaged. : 3

Just as you strive to keep your personal family name

unblemished, do the same for your military famil{Ar%‘af;ré%.
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Just In Case

You Have
Not Heard

* * *
Recognition
For VN Vets

WASHINGTON (USA) — The
Army chief of staff has approv-
ed a program to enhance recog-
nition of soldiers returning from
Vietnam for reassignment or
separation. The American Le-
gion is considering a proposal to
serve through its local posts as
the point of contact for all local
civic groups desiring informa-
tion about returning Vietnam
veterans.

Timely provision of the re-
turnee’s name and address to

. supporting civic organizations is

the single most important ele-
ment of any plan to stimulate

increased recognition in home-

town areas.
A postcard system would meet

.the requirement. The postcard

would be completed during out-
processing of the individual from
USARV and sent by air mail to
one of the state departments of
the American Legion which
would refer it to the local level.
The Department of the Army
is presently developing a post-
card which would contain the
appropriate information and
which would also insure the in-
dividual soldier’s right to pri-
vacy if he dees not desire to
participate in the program.

Gl Must Pay
Puerto Rico
Trip Costs

WASHINGTON (USA) — De-
partment of the Army officials
announced recently that service-
men are centinuing to report to
Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico, in
leave and delay status without

funds to return or proceed as

directed.

The situation becomes - ex-
tremely critical during the De-
cember-January holiday season
because of general non-availa-
bility of military flights and
heavy advance bookings for
commercial flights from Puerto
Rico.

Commanders have been asked
to remind personnel prior to de-
parture that they are required
by regulation to have sufficient
funds in their possession to ar-
range for commercial transpor-
tation necessary to comply with
established return or reporting
dates.

Importance of making advanc-
ed reservations was stressed.

VA Pamphlet
Out On SGLI

WASHINGTON (ANF) — A
Veterans Administration (VA)
pamphlet explaining insurance
protection and the conversion
privilege under the Servicemen’s
Group Life Insurance program
soon will be included in the
separation papers for military
members.

Also, the United States Report
of Transfer or Discharge (DD
Form 214) now will be used to
establish eligibility for convert-
ing the servicemen’s group poli-
cy to an individual policy.

Within 30 days of separation,
the VA will send each individual
covered by SGLI additional in-
surance information together

with a list of all participating
insurance companies.

WHAT'S IN A NAME?—This Las Vegas showgirl (sorry, we
couldn’t get the name) pauses here on her way up the ladder

of success to pass along an important tip.

If you want to

get the up-tight information on the Hubbell Committee pro-
posals, write to the U.S. Printing Office, Washington, D.C.
20402. Ask for ‘“‘Modernizing Military Pay.” The publication

is available for $2.

(PHOTO COURTESY OF LAS VEGAS NEWS)

By 1LT David E. Bloudreaux

Because we live in an age
that has grown  increasingly
aware of and sensitive to ethnic

groups, it should prove interest-

ing to consider the diverse na-
ture of the Vietnamese popula-
tion. It may even come as a
surprise to some Americans

~ that all the people of Vietnam

do not belong to the same eth-
nic group.

The men of the 4th Infantry
Division know of the Montag-
nards; the Americans who have
shopped in the Saigon-Cholon
area have encountered the Chi-
nese; and the men of the 9th
Infantry Division have seen the
Khmer. The fact is that the
citizens of Vietnam are mem-
bers of at least six ethnic
groups: the ethnic Vietnamese,
the Chinese, the Moentagnards,
the Khmer, the Cham and the
Indians.

The ethnic Vietnamese are the
largest group of people inhabit-
ing South Vietnam. Most esti-
mates claim that about 85 per
cent of the people of South
Vietnam are ethnic Vietnamese.
Before the present conflict the
great majority of these people
lived in rural areas.

They were, and still are,
skilled agriculturalists and fish-
ermen. The conflict, however,
displaced many people, causing
some of them to move to the
cities. The city dweller may be
anyone from a war refugee to a
member of the elite, educated
class of people in government.

There are at least one million
Chinese in South Vietnam. In

the past the Chinese were con-
tent to remain apart from the
ethnic Vietnamese and were not
in the mainstream of Vietnam-
ese life. They spoke Chinese,
mostly the Cantonese dialect,
and most of them resided in
Saigon’s sister city, Cholon.
Their greatest accomplishment
has been economic.

For example, in 1958 four-
fifths of Vietnamese trade was
controlled by the Chinese. The
Vietnamese government has
sought to bring the Chinese into
the national life of the country.

All Chinese born in Vietnam
have been granted Vietnamese
citizenship, which has also been
offered to foreign-born Chinese
living in Vietnam. Many Chi-
nese now speak fluent Viet-
namese, especially the mem-

‘bers of the younger generation.

The Montagnards, or ‘‘moun-
tain people,”’ certainly are one
of the most fascinating ethnic

‘groups in South Vietnam. There

are more than 700,000 Montag-
nards belonging to 18 major
tribal groups seftled in the high-
lands of I, II, and III Corps.
Interestingly enough, according

. to most studies, the Montag-

nards have been in Vietnam
longer than any remaining eth-
nic group. Early invasions
forced them to literally take to
the hills. Since then they have
made their homes in their tribal
villages. Montagnards are play-
ing a key role in keeping watch
on enemy infiltration routes.

NEXT WEEK: Khmers,
Chams and Indians.

“. . . As long as there are men who hate and
destroy we must have the courage to resist, or we will
see it all, all that we have built, all that we hope 10
build, all of our dreams for freedom—all swept away
in the flood of conquest. So this shall not happen;
we will stand in Vietnam.”

LYNDON B. JOHNSON
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EVERY SECOND COUNTS—2nd Brigade soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division,

s §

rush to choppers during operations near Duc Hoa.
(PHOTO BY SP4 E. R. JAMES)

GIs Rout Red Rampage

TAY NINH (USA) — What
does a charging wave of North
Vietnamese soldiers look like?

“Like a bunch of kids running
to see the Beatles,” said Ser-
geant Samuel A. Rodgers, a
radarman with the 4th Battalicn,
9th Infantry ‘“Manchus” of the
25th Infantry Division. A day
before, the Manchus had helped
turn back a fierce midnight as-
sault on their Mole City patrol
base, 16 miles southeast of here.

Sergeant Shelton F. Barrs,
whose platoon bore the brunt of
the NVA attack in which 106
enemy troops died, agreed with
Rodgers.

There wasn’t any screaming
or yelling,”” he said. “They just

- came running in.”

The estimated regimental at-
tack on the Manchu, Bravo and
Charlie companies’ well-en-
trenched patrol base came hard
on the wake of a rocket-mortar
barrage.

The NVA force broke through
at one point to take two bunkers
and 50 feet of trenchline.

The two companies of the 1st
Brigade infantrymen, with sup-
port from mortars, artillery and
aircraft, held fast.

Sergeant Barrs said the NVA
seemed over-confident.

“They made two false as-
sumptions,”’ he contended.
“First, they thought we’d fall
back. We didn’t. Second, they

weren’t expecting us to be so
well dug in. That set them
back.”

Among the individual efforts
that helped to repel the attack,
Sergeants Barrs and Rodgers
both recalled the work of two
men: Charlie Cempany Com-
mander Captain Ramon T. Pul-
liam and Specialist 4 Charles E.
Cureton, a 2nd platoon grenadier.

“The old man just kept going
from bunker to bunker, passing
out ammunition. He really kept
us going,” said Sergeant Barrs.

Sergeant Rodgers remembered
Specialist Cureton “‘popping a-
way with his M-79, keeping the

enemy who had gotten into our.

bunkers from going any far-
ther.” :

Sergeant Barrs remembered it
as a night when the ‘“Manchus
taught Charlie a lesson he’ll
remember for a long time.”

He also remembered it as a
night he’d not like to have to
live through again. “I thought
I'd been scared before, and I
thought I'd prayed before, but
when I heard that grenade go
off in the bunker next to mine
and knew that the NVA had
taken it, that was something
else,” he said.

LONG BINH (USA) — The
only National Guard long range
patrol (LRP) company on active
duty has arrived in Vietnam at
Bien Hoa Air Base.

Delta Company (Long Range
Patrol), 151st Infantry (Air-
borne), a member of the Indiana
National Guard, was activated
in May 1968, during the in-
creased call-up.

The men of this highly spe-
cialized infantry unit are mostly

Natl. Guard LRPs
Find Path To 'Nam

Smokey The Bear Says:

Rome Plows Prevent Forests

LAI KHE (USA) — From a

hovering helicopter, it looks as -

if Paul Bunyan is at work with
a giant lawn mower in the jun-
gles of Vietnam. But on the
ground, the lawn mower is a
team of Rome plows destroying
the enemy’s infiltration route to
Saigon.

Round and round, in ever-
diminishing ovals, teams of
huge bulldozers equipped with
Rome plows, each with a nearly
15-foot-wide blade, tear up acre

THE
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after acre of jungle at the rate
of 400 a day.

One of the primary missions
of the 1st Infantry Division is to
deny the enemy access to the
capital city of Vietnam. Daily,
thousands of Big Red One troops
guard jungle paths, waterways
and swamp areas between the
Cambodian border and Saigon.

“At present, Charlie has a
covered route through the jun-
gle,” explained Captain Ken-
neth G. Bowen, commander of
Company A, 2nd Battalion
(Mechanized), 2nd Infantry —
the unit providing security for
the engineers jungle-clearing
teams. ‘But when we’re
finished, any enemy movement
can be spotted miles away from
lookout posts and spotter
planes.”

The captain said that in addi-
tion to disrupting the enemy’s
route of travel, the gigantic op-
eration is also detecting many
of his activities. He said that
in the first three days of the
‘“‘jungle busting” operation, they
discovered 12 tunnel complexes,
four basecamps and a water
point recently used by enemy
troops. !

About 30 Rome plows, in
teams of three or four, screened
by tanks and armored personnel
carriers, have been working in
a 10,000 acre triangle bounded
by Suoi Bao Chua and Suoi
Bong Trang, about three miles
west of Lai Khe. The teams
are from the 27th Land Clearing
Company, 168th Engineer Bat-
talion, under the operational
control of the 1st Division:

“It’s a hot, dirty, weary op-
eration,” said a driver of a
Rome plow team, ‘“but this is
one of the best weapons there
is against enemy movement.”

The 24-ton machines are so
powerful that nothing encoun-
tered so far can withstand
them. With the gleaming point
at the left side of the blade, the
driver can pierce a big tree in
several places, then hack it
apart one section at a time. But
in most cases, the plows rip the
growth out by the roots.

The Rome plow and its jun-
gle-clearing capability came to
Vietnam during Operation Ce-
dar Falls in the Iron Triangle,
a long-time guerrilla strongpoint
north of Saigon. It hacked out
huge swaths of thickly over-
grown areas to facilitate aerial
reconnaissance in the 1st Divi-
sion area.

from the Indianapolis and
Evansville, Ind., areas. Their
new home is a former Hawk
missile battery site located near
the 199th Light Infantry Brigade
base camp here, 18 miles north-

_east of Saigon.

Following in-processing and
training, the LRPs will begin
tactical operations throughout
the 10,000 square miles of the
III Corps Tactical Zone. They
will be under the operational
control of II Field Force Head-
quarters here,

Long range patrol units like
the 151st are a vital part of the
intelligence-gathering  process.
Often working many miles away
from friendly positions, the
LRPs provide timely informa-
tion which is used in coordinat-
ing offensive operations.

The company trained at Ft.
Benning, Ga., for six months
prior to deployment overseas.
There, members of the company

~underwent extensive training in

their military occupational spe-
cialties. :

Captain Ronald E. Himsel,
commanding officer of the 151st,
supervised all phases of the
training. A former sales manag-
er with a large company in the
Indianapolis area, Captain Him-
sel finds his new job quite chal-
lenging. “We're ready to get to
work,” he said. ‘“We’ve been
training long and hard and
morale is high.”

VC Are Forced to Diet

BAN ME THUOT (USA) — A
large cache of Viet Cong rice
was discovered in a practically
deserted village north of here
recently by two Kit Carson
scouts attached to Alpha Com-
pany, 2nd Battalion, 35th In-
fantry of the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion.

The two scouts, Vung Van Loc
and Dao Pham Xuan, found the
rice in barrels hidden under the
floors of huts throughout the vil-
lage. When all of the rice had
been collected, there were 52
barrels containing an estimated
seven tons.

The unexpected find occurred
during a routine cordon and
search of the village of Mewal.
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph 8.
Sulenski, commander of the 2nd
Battalion, emphasized, ‘‘the
alertness of the Kit Carsons trig-
gered the finding of this impor-
tant cache which might other-

~wise have been overlooked.”

The men of Alpha Company
were equally lavish in praising
the scouts. “The Kit Carsons
just walked around saying there
is rice here, here and here. They
were really squared away,” said
Sergeant David W. Kemple.

Captain Walter L. Corey,
Alpha Company commander,
said that interrogation of the few
villagers present indicated that
Mewal has been used as a Viet
Cong resupply center. ‘‘There
has been a squad that comes
in here at night to rest and
eat,” he said.

“Any rice which is hidden be-
longs to the VC,” continued the
captain. ‘‘Rice is supposed to be
stored in the open. If it is, we
will not disturb it. We will give
the captured rice to war re-
fugees.”

In addition to the rice, the
search yielded one sight from
a 60mm mortar tube. Five Viet
Cong suspects were detained.

s b e S i il
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Miss Trinh-Thu, Can Tho TV personality, presents a regular news prégram. (MACVY PHOTO)

o

Roman Forms Are Introduced
For Low-Cost Refugee Housing

LONG BINH (USA) — Ameri-
can ingenuity is using classical
Roman architectural forms to
provide shelter for Vietnamese
in Phuoc Tuy Province.

Concrete domes, 15 feet ac-
ross, will soon be airlifted
throughout the province to make
Vietnamese Information Service
(VIS) reading rooms. Three
domes will be used for each
building. Some 28 buildings have
been proposed.

The thr e e-eighths-of-an-inch
thick domes are the idea of

don, development staffer for
Civil Operations and Revolution-
ary Development Support (COR-
DS) in the province. Colonel
Crandon is already well known
in the province for building a
45-foot boat that will upgrade
the area’s fishing fleet.

Colonel Crandon pointed out
that by using concrete, which is
cheap, and the dome shape,
which is strong for its weight,
airliftable roofs could easily be
supplied. The dome shape, how-
ever, is alien to Vietnamese
architecture. Colonel Crandon

Lieutenant Colonel Alan Cran-

New Church Dedicated

DAK TO (USA) — A church
built through the combined ef-
forts of the men of D Company,
299th Engineer Battalion (Com-
bat), and members of its Mon-
tagnard congregation, was de-
dicated recently in the Dak To
area.

Located in the village of Dak
Chu, three miles northeast of
Dak To, the church was almost
entirely built with materials sup-
plied by the villagers. The men
from D Company both super-
vised and worked with the vil-
lagers in building their church.

Working many hours without
the advantage of an interpreter,
the men depended on a ‘““do as
I do” method of communication.
“The cooperation from the peo-
ple,” commented Specialist 4
Dan Rickard, ‘‘was terrific.
This is a job we all are proud
of.”

The dedication service was at-
tended by Lieutenant Colonel
Joseph A. Shewski, commanding
officer of the 299th; Major Bao,
Dak To District advisor, Chap-
lain (Captain) Dolphus Allen,
299th chaplain, and Protestant
men of the area. With the ex-
ception of an address by Chap-
lain Allen, the entire service was
conducted in Jarai, a Mon-
tagnard dialect common to the

[ ]

Want Mail?

If you're interested in getting
mail from someone in the States
who wants very much to hear
from you and appreciates what
you are doing here, why mnot
write ““Operation Morale Boost-
er’”’? The address is:

MRS M. AVERITT, P.O. Box
674, Newman, Calif.

central highlands.

Immediately after the dedica-
tion, the church was the scene
of the wedding of a young Mon-
tagnard couple. The couple was
the first to be married inside a
church in the history of Dak
Chu village.

has introduced a new form for
the nation’s builders.

The domes are being built on
wooden forms that Colonel Cran-
don designed. “It’s kind of a
complicated form, really,” he
said.

The dome must put equal
weight on each of its four sup-
porting columns to retain the
strength that the ancient shape
gives it. But getting the dome
absolutely level is no easy task,
especially in the wilds of Phuoc
Tuy Province. So Colonel Cran-
don invented a mechanical de-
vice that uses bolts and a torque
wrench to put equal tension on
the four corners. A Seabee team
that works in Baria, province
capital, did the machine shop
work for him.

The domes may be used to
provide low cost housing for re-
fugees. According to Colonel
Crandon, the same principle can
be used in the construction of
two-story houses.

GUN TV (omes
To Delta Region

CAN THO (MACV) — Local
GVN television has come to the
Delta.

With the first official broad-
cast of THVN-TV Can Tho last
November the culmination of
several years of arduous efforts
by numerous U.S. and Viet-
namese agencies has finally
been realized.

Utilizing some of the most
modern electronic equipment in
the world, THVN-TV t{ransmits
three hours nightly on channel
7 from its television studio in the
Delta’s largest city.

Studio

The studio building is located
in the center of Can Tho while
the 25,000-watt transmitter and
400-foot, 10-ton antenna stand
about two miles southeast of the
city. The antenna was built by a
U.S. construction firm under the
guidance of AFVN.

According to Michael Rausch,
AFVN field engineer, the micro-
wave remote control system
used by the studio, which per-
mits full broadcast operation
without requiring any personnel
to be at the transmitter, is the
first such accomplishment in the
world.

Actual ground-breaking for the
station commenced in February
1967 after a direct U.S. congres-
sional appropriation, encouraged
by Vice President Hubert H.
Humphrey. Construction was in-
termittently delayed by equip-
ment failure and the Tet Offen-
sive.

The electronic equipment - at
the air-conditioned studio in-
cludes a complete -film train,
five television monitors, two
vidicon TV cameras, and a
video-tape machine, along with
the micro-wave remote control
system.

Majority

The majority of the station’s
programs are geared toward
educating and motivating the
populace. Currently a weekly
ARVN show is being broadcast
with local talent providing the
entertainment.

Fifty per cent of the programs
are pure entertainment in the

A 9th Division infantryman carries an injured Vietnamese woman to an awaiting helicopter.

(USA PHOTO)

form of Chinese operas, ama-
teur and professional musical
productions, and full length Viet-
namese feature films.

The remaining half of air time
is devoted to educational and
documentary films, local, nation-
al and international news and
official government announce-
ments. JUSPAO contributes sig-
nificantly in the documentary
film area.

Small Staff

Despite a small staff of only
10 persons—six men to operate
the equipment, three female
clerical assistants and one fe-
male announcer—the station still
manages a comprehensive
schedule seven nights a week.
All local news broadcasting is
voiced by Miss Trinh-Thu.

Mr. Hoang-Thai, station man-
ager, receives many letters each

- week from viewers as far away

as An Xuyen Province, lauding
both the reception and the pro-
gramming that viewers are re-
ceiving.

Television sets are distributed
to the rural hamlets through a
JUSPAO program, administered
from its Saigon headquarters.

Full Impact

Although the full impact of the
local station has not yet been
felt, both U.S. and Vietnamese
IV Corps officials are very opti-
mistic about the role THVN-TV
Can Tho is beginning to play in
the pacification effort.

Before the new studio started
operating there was some televi-
sion broadcasting done in the
Delta.

Each evening for the past two
years a massive four-engine,
prop-driven Lockheed C-121 Con-
stellation took off from Tan Son
Nhut in Saigon and flew south-
west, transmitting GVN televi-
sion broadcasts while in flight.

This unusual U.S. Navy air-
craft, called the “Blue Eagle,”
now operates in the Qui Nhon
area.

Troopers
Save Pair

ABOARD THE USS BE-
NEWAH (USA) — A dustoff of a
Vietnamese mother and her son,
both badly burned from a hut
fire, occurred during a recent
operation when the 9th Infantry
Division’s Company C, 3rd Bat-
talion, 60th Infantry, made a
sweep of an area near Ben Tre.

A Vietnamese cameraman
from CBS News, who was film-
ing the operation, aided in the
dustoff as interpreter, informing
the injured that it was to their
benefit to be taken out and also
calming their fears that they
would not be able to return if
they left.

After consent was given, the
pair had to be carried across 200
meters of deep rice paddy mud
to a %uitable LZ. It took four
men to carry the woman, who
could not walk because of sev-
erely burned right knee and leg.
- Another man volunteered 1o
carry the boy the entire distance
and developed a warm friend-
ship in the process. The boy,
who held tightly to.a C-ration
chocolate bar, and crie_d only
once before being placed into the
chopper, had burns on both fore-
arms and hands in addition to
the lower stomach and back
region.

Both were taken to Dong Tam
Hospital for treatment while
Company C continued its sweep.

—
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The Navy flotilla is joined in convoy by U.S. Army-operated Utility Landing Craft.

‘Giant Slingshot' Halts VC

SAIGON (USN) — U.S.
Navy River Patrol Boats
(PBRs) began conducting
Operation “Giant Sling-
shot” in December 1968,
from various locations along
the Van Co Dong and Vam

Co Tay Rivers west of Sai-

gon, in III and IV Corps.
An estimated 80 miles of
waterway is presently being
patrolled by the PBRs, with
additional support being
provided by elements of the

Crew members express their pleasure over captured arms.

Navy’s River Assault

Group, comprised of the
heavier Assault Support
Patrol Boats (ASPB’s),

Armored Troop Carriers
(ATC’s) and Monitors
(LCMs), the “Battleships
of the Delta.”

The purpose of Operation
“Giant Slingshot” is to
interdict and destroy the
Viet Cong’s previously un-
challenged route of com-
munications and troops,
supplies and arms move-
ment into Saigon from the
west.

Also’ supporting the
Navymen are elements of
the U.S. Army, the Vietna-
mese Popular Forces and
Civilian Irregular Defense
Forces.

Story & Photos

A e

U.S. Navy “Seawolf” helicopters provide air cover for the river patrol boats.

Infantrymen debark PBR to begin searching river banks.

repair and crew rest,
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Swift Dedicated

CU CHI (USA) — 1:13 p.m.
A call is received in the radio
shack of the 159th Medical De-
tachment. A field unit needs a
medical evacuation (MedEvac)
helicopter — a dustoff chopper.

1:14 p.m. The chopper lifts off
the pad at the 159th on its way
to the coordinates given during
radio contact. .

1:21 p.m. The dustoff idengifies
the smoke popped as a signal
and sets down in a clearing that
moments before had been the
scene of a fierce firefight.

1:23 p.m. The MedEvac chop-
per lifts off with eight patients
aboard. 1

1:30 p.m. The dustoff shuts
down at the 25th Medical Bat-
talion at the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion’s Cu Chi base camp.

Within 20 minutes from the
time the unit in the field radioed
for its dustoff, the wounded were
receiving professional medical
treatment under hospital condi-
tions.

The efficiency of the 159th
Medical Detachment’s team
. doesn’t come easily. There is
always a crew on “First Up”
status ready to move out at a
moment’s notice. That crew —
aircraft commander, pilot, med-
ic and crew chief — is always a
highly-trained team of profes-
sionals.

When a field unit calls the
159th’s radio shack, coordinates

£
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are given along with the fre-
quency and call sign of the
ground unit. The crew is in-
formed about the security of the
area and how the landing zone
will be marked.

Hopefully, information con-
cerning the number of wounded
and types of injuries will be
available. But the dustoff crew
must be ready for anything.

During the dustoff, teamwork
is the key word. The crew chief,
whose job is to make sure the
helicopter is in top shape, often
becomes an assistant medic

when patients are loaded into the *

chopper. Sometimes, split sec-
ond adjustments must be made
to accommodate more than the
four stretcher and four ambula-
tory patients the . chopper is
equipped to carry.

Usually, no more than twe or
three minutes are spent loading

the wounded onto the chopper. -

Then the dustoff must lift its
load quickly.

During the flight to the 25th
Medical Battalion, the medic
usually has his hands full treat-
ing the wounded. Again, the
crew chief acts in the capacity
of an assistant medical man.

When the chopper shuts off at
the 25th Med, the wounded are
immediately given medical
treatment.

The crew returns to wait at
the 159th for the next radio call
that might come at any time.
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MEDCAP Missions

Require Coordination

BEN TRE (USA) — A Viet-
namese baby cried in its moth-
er's arms while a medic of the
4th Battalion, 47th Infantry, ad-

~ministered a small-pox vaccina-

tion.

The child was one of some
500 Vietnamese—mostly chil-
dren—who were given vaccina-
tions as well as candy and soap
in Giang Tranh and Son Thuan
villages near here recently.

It was a small MEDCAP with
only three medics, 20 soldiers
from the 9th Infantry Division’s
Company C pulling security, an
interpreter, two intelligence of-
ficers and the battalion civil af-
fairs officer with his NCO.

Much more goes into a MED-
CAP mission, however, than

- what appears on the surface.

Captain Clyde E. Jacks, Jr., civ-
il affairs officer, explained the
i)perla-tion from the battalion
evel.

iy

| Hanclasp

Reminder

SAIGON (USAID) — When
was the last time you saw the

' USAID clasped hands symbol on

an itemfor sale in the local
market?

If you have been in Vietnam
very long, you have probably
seen the USAID symbol many
times. You may know what it
really means, but the last thing
it indicates is that the item has
found its way into the black
market.

Far from constituting black
market activity, the appearance
of this symbol is required by
USAID regulations and the U.S.
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961
on imports under the USAID
Program.

The commercial import pro-
gram makes it possible for Viet-
hamese businesses to purchase
products from U.S. firms for
resale in Vietnam that normally
could not be brought into the
country under wartime condi-
tions,

Included are such items as
cement and steel, fertilizer and
chemicals, synthetic yarns, plas-
fic materials, sugar, petroleum
Products, trucks and tractors,
and‘a host of other goods.

Virtually all of these materi-
als, with the exception of small
consumer goods, bear the USAID
Symbol. Their sale by private

Ierchants is not only legal, but .

desirable from our point of view.
€ goal is a strong Vietnamese
€conomy instead of one entirely
dependent on the crutch of di-
rect foreign aid.
So, the next time you see the
dandclasp over the words,
Ul}lted States of America,”
on’t jump to the wrong conclu-
Slon. It’s just a reminder to our
letnamese allies that the items
Were manufactured or grown in
that distant land of America.

“First of all,” Captain Jacks
said, “the battalion commander
says, ‘Let’s have four MED-
CAPS this week.” The civil af-
fairs section sits down to see
where the most likely spot to
pull a MEDCAP would be so
it will benefit the battalion intel-
ligence and help pacify desig-
nated APC (Accelerated Paci-
fication Campaign) hamlets
within our area of operation.”

MACYV Advisors
- From there, Captain Jacks
must coordinate with the MACV
advisors working with the ARVN
forces in True Giang and Ham
Luong districts, which is with-

_in the battalion’s area of oper- -

ation in Kien Hoa Province.. -

“He (the MACV advisor) de-
signates where he needs MED-
CAPS and I have specified vil-
lages that the Division wants
pacified,” Captain Jacks said.
“What we’ll do is a combination
of both.” :

If intelligence reports are re-
quired, then the intelligence sec-
tion becomes involved by coordi-
nating “‘with military intelli-
gence in Dong Tam,” Captain
Jacks explained. “Once that is
coordinated, we’ll go to the op-
erations section to request trans-
portation—boat, chopper, what-
ever.”

For this MEDCAP in Giang
Tranh and Son Thuan, trucks,
boats and helicopters were all
needed to get the team to and
from its destination.

Big Picture

“In a big picture,” Captain
Jacks explained, “you have the
MACV advisors, the National
Police of the government, who
go in and check IDs and assist
in crowd control, ARVN forces
who provide security, the bat-
talion civil affairs, intelligence
and operations sections, plus a

platoon from one of the com-

panies providing security.”

A MEDCAP can be conducted
only after all this coordination
is accomplished.

- THEY COULDN'T WAIT—Children of Peace
to use the float toys they received recently fr

al Exchange.
in their small pool.

Orphanage in Saigon wasted no time in putting
om employees of Headquarters Vietnam Region-
The young polio victims quickly shed their braces and crutches to take a dip

(VRE PHOTO)

'ROK ‘Seoul’ Music’s Arrival
Completed With New Stations

SAIGON (USA) — Seoul mu-
sic with a ROK flavor arrived
in Vietnam in the latter part
of December with the installa-
tion of two five kilowatt AM
radio stations.

The first Republic of Korea
(ROK) Army station was opened
Christmas Eve at Nha Trang
and the second began operation
Dec. 28 in Saigon.

The 1st Signal Brigade is re-
sponsible for providing the en-
gineering and installation of

‘equipment for the network, with

actual work being done by RCA

-International Service Company.

The network project evolved
from a ROK request to MACV
for aid in upgrading its broad-
cast system.

The Koreans had operated
small, local stations and sought
a countrywide network.

Last June, after MACV ap-
proved the request, the 1st
Signal Brigade was given the
task of implementation.

Mark N. Goldenburg, chief of
the . Radio Branch, CSEMA
(Communications Systems En-
gineering and Management A-
gency), was given the job of
coordinating and monitoring the

Drama Teams Ramble Countryside
With Show Inspiring Viet Pride

NHA TRANG (USA) — The

magician smiled from the plat--

form. .

Frem a crowd of more than
500 persons seated around a
bungalow-type district school
one evening, a small girl climb-
ed the steps to where the magi-
cian stood. She selected a play-
ing card from a deck held out
by the smiling youth in a black
uniform.

The young girl selected the
two of spades and showed it to
the crowd. Then she put the
card back in the deck so the
magician couldn’t see it. He
flipped the pack into a reed wa-
ter basket.

As a group near the young

wizard struck up a Vietnamese
national tune, the youth shook
the basket. Then he recalled the
girl to the stage.
" He handed her the basket,
dipped his hand into the basket
as the crowd fell silent, leaned
forward.

Then, with a flip of his wrist
and flashing a white-teethed
smile, the leader of the Culture
and Drama Team plucked a
card from the bottom of the
basket and held it to the crowd.
It was the two of spades.

Just as roving circuses and
vagabond vaudeville teams were
once the mainstay of rural
America’s entertainment, so are
the wandering, Vietnamese gov-

ernment-sponsored Culture and
Drama Teams the major source
of entertainment in the hamlets
of Vietnam today.

The teams present skits, plays,
magic shows and musical per-
formances based on the age-old
legends of Vietnamese folk
heroes. Lieutenant Colonel
James C. McKenney, advisor to
the Vietnamese Information
Service, Khanh Hoa Province,
explained the basic aim of
these teams “is to inspire the
people and bring out pride and
a spirit of nationalism through
the legends of their ancient folk
heroes.”

Usually the members of a
fully-trained Culture and Drama
Team spends 20 days at a
stretch in hamlets throughout
their province or district of re-
sponsibility. During this period,
the team members will present
at least 30 performances, visit-
ing every hamlet and school of
significant size in their assigned
area. Following the field work,
the teams return to their home
base for five days of rest and
five of rehearsal before begin-
ning the cycle again.

The Culture and Drama
Teams visit the schools by day,
presenting skits, teaching stu-
dents the national anthem, dis-
tributing government publica-
tions and showing movies. Colo-
nel McKenney called the roving

troubadours ‘“‘one of the most
effective weapons we possess.”
The enemy realizes this as well,
for they not only seek out the
traveling minstrels as targets,
but oppose them on the profes-
sional plane by sending out pro-
paganda teams of their own.

The Culture and Drama
Teams are normally composed
of six men and several women,
usually young and talented musi-
cians, magicians and players.
Often Hoi Chanh, ex-enemy sol-
diers, are members of the
teams.

It is not uncommon today to

find 500 people attending an.

evening presentation in an out-
of-the-way hamlet, enjoying an
hour-and-a-half movie comedy,
songfest, short skit and magic
show.

Colonel McKenney pointed out
that Vietnamese have always en-
joyed actors and roving troops
of theatrical players have been
part of their cultural heritage.
So the Culture and Drama
Teams continue the tradition of
more peaceful times gone by,
giving the rural population a
link with their national history
and an opportunity to learn
about their country. The teams
also provide the Saigon govern-
ment with a natural means to

- talk with the people through a

most entertaining medium.

radio project.
Pro

After some initial problems,
Mr. Goldenburg said, the pro-
ject was put on a “hurry up and
get it done” basis and pro-
gressed without many more dif-
ficulties.

The Nha Trang and Saigon
stations—in addition to another
scheduled to be operational soon
in Qui Nhon—are all fixed site
stations. {

Hoi An and Tuy Hoa will be
the sites of mobile stations,
housed in trailers, which are due
to begin operating in February.,

Each station will be connected
through the Integrated Com-
munication System (ICS) which
will provide for live, network-
wide broadcasts.

Equipment

The stations will be equipped
with a transmitter, two tape re-
corders, cartridge tapes, turn-
tables and all other auxilliary
equipment necessary for broad-
casting.

Most of the programming will
be similar to that of AFVN, the
American radio network in Viet-
nam. Unlike AFVN, however,
the ROK network will be staffed
with Korean civilian announcers
and engineers supervised by a
Korean army officer.

Contributions
Aid School

LONG BINH (USA) — Artil-
lerymen of the 54th Field Artil-
lery . Group are contributing
monthly to a special offering at
the Protestant Church of Xuon
Loe, Long Khanh province.

The purpose of this special
collection during Protestant
services is to assist the boarding
school run by the church.
Through this school, approxi-
mately 350 children from remote
villages can receive a better
education which they were pre-
viously denied.

Reverend Thanh Ba Tran, the
administrator of the program,
has operated the school with the
help of these contributions dur- .
ing the past one and one-half
years.
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.?50 Let's Speak Vietnamese (Advanced) 1430 Cottcn Bowl (FB)
10 What's Happening 1700 Red Skelton Hour
Sports (Gator Bowl) 1800 Aulo Racing
Halftime News }% \?u?? Smart
de Wide World
1 SUNDAY Feb. 2 1930 Evening News
1;?“ Turn On 2000 Weather
35 maahs Hoppening 2006 Operation: Entertainment 2\
,}ﬁ gB Kraft Music Hall’ Gunsniokeuppen 9 vtﬁ
A : SRR : 1 erry Mason 2200 Late News 2 e &) A
s SRR e e 123’3 f:fr;r‘" l.’ewls Show 2210 Feature Movie St
: o SR RS 00 215} Contury 0" THURSDAY Feb. 6 oS
s s 180 Window On' Vietnam 0N
s o : . : ; In Town Tonight 1413 What's Happening
B e i i 80 Walt Disney Presents 1415 Sign On News
: 1930 Evening Naws 1430 Rose Bowl (FB)
o Raiaii et 2000 Variety Special 1700 N.F.L. Highlites I CAN SEE IT NOW...
. S B0 Let's Speak Vietnamese (Advanced) 173 My Favorite Martian TROPHIES, ACCLAIM.,
e i e i e e i S ; S e i S b : - 00 g\mcp"s Happening }ggg LCo;"oI ?:er;f“\f?er}owm P
2 A S ports (Sugar Bowl) £4S ERIIEEERN o
BUNKER BUNNY OF THE WEEK—says, “‘The Internal Revenue Service people are really our friends. They're always thinking of new ways to help us pay our Halftime News o) ;z‘;'_’ S
federal income tax. Most of us will receive tax forms and instructions in the mail. Tax form 1040 now comes in two pretty colors which draw attention fo 1330 TurnMg_lNDAY Feb. 3 1% Evening News
parts of my form which were troublesome to taxpayers last year. Here's a special goodie for us who are stationed in Vietnam: we don't even have :" mg ‘;\:;:rso Hlepnenie SO R
file tax returns while stationed here. We can wait until 180 days after leaving here to file. When | do my filing, | make sure that my form is perfectly :g Wi Wik s, flatan 2100 \grm;:s \Hoppening
(PHOTO BY BOB ZEHRING) Yz 3¢kie Gleason (Re-Run) 2200 Late News
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Army Unveils New Weapons System At Long Binh
BLAM! — The M551 Armored Reconnaissance/Airborne Assault Vehicle,
popularly named the ‘“General Sheridan,”” was unveiled recently at Long
Binh U.S. Army Depot. Crewmen gave a demonsiration of its maneuver-
ability and firepower. This is the first time that the military inventory has
included a weapon with the dual capability of firing both guided missiles
and conventional rounds of ammunition from the same cannon.
vehicle, designed for cavalry and manned by a crew of four, can fight
anywhere in the world — from the arctic to the tropics. It can swim

The

Army inventory.

streams and lakes, is transportable and air-droppable, and its main ar-
mament — an M81 152mm gun-launcher — can knock out any known
armored vehicle. It also mounts a 7.62mm coaxial machine gun and a .50
caliber machine gun. It can climb a 60 per cent grade and has a top speed
of 43 miles an hour and a range of 373 miles. The General Sheridan,
which will soon roll into action against the enemy in Vietnam, will replace
both the M41 Light Tank and the M56 Airborne Assault Weapon in the
(MACV PHOTO By: SP4 T. L. Tynes)

January 31, 1969
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Be Careful, PX Urges...

(Continued From Page 1)
loss affects every serviceman
in Vietnam.

As a part of the worldwide
Army and Air Force Exchange
Service, the Vietnam Regional
‘ Exchange contributes the major
share of its earnings into the
servicemen’s welfare fund. Loss
of money — at the Exchange
cash register or elsewhere in the

Fliers...

(Continued From Page 1)
last run, the FAC reported
some sampans moving along the
canal.

“We attacked with three rock-
et passes each,” he continued.
‘““When the FAC dropped down
to check, he spotted enemy
soldiers loading some more
sampans along the bank and
told us to hit them with our
miniguns."”

Major Humphrey and Lieu-
tenant Galer followed the A-37s
an hour later and reportedly
killed 7 enemy soldiers, destroy-
ing 12 *fortifications, 9 bunkers
and 2 sampans, and damaging
4 fortifications and 2 bunkers.

“Our target was a fairly large
river and right out in the mid-
dle of the water was a small
island,” the major commented.
The FAC pointed out an ex-
tremely large fortification and
told me to hit it. Then he asked
me to put a bomb right in the
middle of the island. When it
exploded, enemy soldiers scat-
tered and many started swim-
ming toward the opposite bank.

““Ashore, they headed into a
small fortification. We made a
strafing pass on the fortification
to finish it off.”

system — directly affects the
total amount of welfare fund dol-
lars that provide nen-appropriat-
ed fund dividends for service-
men.

What sort of dividends? Mo-
ney for Special Services athletic
equipment and trophies; a por-
tion of the R&R centers’ ex-
penses such as subsidies for
beach parties, rental of aquatic
equipment and R&R tours. The
money also provides in great
part for recreational activities
on in-country R&R sites. In addi-
tion, it is used to previde re-
freshments for unit parties, as
well as for hobby shops and
libraries.

MACV officials said discrepan-
cies at the cash register occur
for a variety of reasons.

Because of the manpower
shortage in Vietnam, most of
the civilian work force at Ex-
changes, clubs and messes is
made up of women. Some of the
workers have not been as
thoroughly trained as they
should be. And their efficiency
may be hindered by the langu-
age barrier. :

The Vietnamese workers also
are handling an unfamiliar cur-
rency. When this is coupled with
the fact that a serviceman—here
in Vietnam for a year — is giv-
en money that reminds him of
play money, the problem is
doubled.

Said a MACV Exchange offi-
cer: ‘“‘The serviceman doesn’t
look at his meney, psychologi-
cally, as he does U.S. currency.
The small size of MPC, its col-
or, all work to make him forget
its real worth.”

The Vietnam Regional Ex-

change will soon post signs in
their retail and food outlets re-

minding servicemen to be watch-
ful of their money.

Look at and pay for only what
is there. Make sure you get the
correct amount of change. Re-
port any discrepancies between
the change you receive and the
amount shown on the cash re-
gister to the manager or officer-
in-charge.

Count your change.

Big CGCH'ec..
(Continued From Page 1)

of the hootches with at least one
sewing machine, some as many
as three.

“These we believe were used
to produce VC uniforms from
some of the more than-40 yards
of material found hidden in one
of éche buildings,” the captain
saild.

Navy Corpsman Wins
Legion Of Ment

DA NANG (USMC) — A Navy
hospital corpsman joined an
elite group of enlisted men re-
cently when he received the
Legion of Merit for saving a
Marine’s life, though he himself
was seriously wounded. -

Hospital Corpsman Third
Class Jack Kaylor was serving
with Company C, 1st Battalion,
First Marine Regiment, near
Khe Sanh while the company
was assaulting Hill 689.

The unit came under attack
and the corpsman jumped into
a boemb crater to escape enemy
fire. “A mortar landed just in
front of the crater and shrapnel
hit my leg,” he said. “The ex-
plosion gave me a concussion
and I started bleeding from my
ears.”

“Another corpsman bandaged
Corpsman Kaylor and sent him
to the rear. He treated five
weunded Marines before reach-
ing the landing zone.

One of the Marines at the LZ
had been shot through the back,
the round penetrating a lung.
Shrapnel had also struck him in
the face and dislocated his jaw.

Seeing that the Marine was
having difficulty breathing,
Corpsman Kaylor attempted
mouth-to-mouth  resuscitation.
The attempt caused the Marine
pain and the corpsman stopped,
loaded the Marine on a helicop-
ter and climbed in with him.

In the helicopter he performed
an emergency tracheotomy on
the Marine, enabling him to
breathe. ‘“‘After that I thought
he would be all right,” said
Corpsman Kaylor, “but his
heart quit beating.”

.He began massaging the Ma-
rine’s body above the heart and
fina}ly got his heart beating
again.
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Another problem arose. The
Marine’s lungs were filling with
bad air because he couldn’t ex-
hale. He was in danger of suffo-
cation.

“*A doctor aboard the helicop-
ter made an incision on the
lower left side and I stuck a

‘tube between his ribs, into the

lungs,”” said Corpsman Kaylor.
*Another Marine began blowing
into the tube in the Marine’s
throat and I was releasing the
end of my tube, letting the bad
air escape.”

The Marine lived and was
evacuated to the United States.

AL Post
Is Formed

SAIGON (MACV) — Saul
Zalaznick was recently installed
as commander of the newly
activated American Legion Sai-
gon Post No. 3 and Nino Schepis
became vice commander.

Other officers installed in-
cluded Dennis Saunders, adju-
tant; Gerald Mangham, chap-
lain; William Bodnar, finance
officer; Thomas Dobrinski, ser-
geant-at-arms; and James
Yarborough, historian.

A spokesman for the post,
which comes under the Depart-
ment of Hawaii and is the only
active post in the Republic of
Vietnam, said that members
meet at 7:30 p.m. each Wednes-
day at the Rex BOQ chapel.

He urged visitors and prospec-
tive members to attend one of
the meetings. Membership 1S
available to veterans of both
World Wars, Korea and the
Vietnam. era, including those
presently on active duty.

“Those who acquire member-
ship here,” the spokesman said,
“may transfer it to any post In
the world when they leave here.
Members of posts elsewhere
may become members of the
Saigon post.”’

He said that plans are under
way to establish a permanent
American Legion home here. It

. will be complete with mess, bar

and lounge facilities, gameé
room, library -and TV room and
entertainment. ;

The American Legion, which
celebrates its 50th anniversary
this year, is an organization
dedicated to serving the Nation
and making its communities
better places in which to live.
The Legion is supporting federal
legislation to help the veteran,
including the new veteran, IN
his return to civilian life.
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