





























“Operation Russell Beach Inydes VC 20-

Year

o T £ SRS e : S
A National Field Force Policeman interrogates a Vietnamese woman from a small village, during the joint
cordon operation being conducted by the Americal Division, ARVN, Navy Swift Boat and Marine units.
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Troopers of the 196th Infantry Brigade begin a sweep in
identified as VC. There were 32 Hoi Chanh. The enemy lof

nfral collection point behind the cordon line. . More hun 1,297
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has surrounded o large number of VC. The area has been a VC stronghold for more than 20 years. refugees have been evacuated from the Batangan Peninsillitombined holding and interrogation_center at Quang Ngai City. nfantrymen of the 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry, 198th Infantry Brigade, move out on line

through a monsoon rain and across a flooded rice paddy, during Operation Russell Beach.
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Soldiers of the Americal Division share their milk and rations with children evacuated from the Batangan Peninsula.
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on the Batangan Peninsula, 10 miles northeast of Quang Ngai City.










Page 12

The OBSERVER

February 14, 1969

ARVN Infantrymen
Receive Decorations

BIEN HOA (USA) — Mem-
bers of the ARVN 25th Infantry
Division were recently pre-
sented two Silver Stars and two
Bronze Stars for gallantry in
action.

Private Le Van Be and Pri-
vate First Class Tran Van Cay,
both of the 2nd Battalion, 50th
Regiment, received the Silver
Stars. The Bronze Stars went to
Lieutenant Colonel Son Thuong
and Captain Le Dinh Thuc.

Mrs. Bonds
Beats Drums
For Cause

SAIGON (MACV) — Mrs. U.S.
Savings Bonds is scheduled for
a four-day visit in Vietnam start-
ing next week.

She is Joy Berlemann of Uni-
versity Park, N. M. Her trip to
Vietnam is part of a year-long
volunteer mission to help the
U. S. Treasury promote the sale
of Savings Bonds and Freedom
Shares.

Mrs. Berlemann won the title
at the Mrs. America Pageant in
Minneapolis. As Mrs. New Mex-
ico, she was selected from
among the Mrs. America final-
ists for the Savings Bonds {itle.

The brown-eyed, brown-haired
homemaker was born Dec. 29,
1934. She is 5 feet, 5 inches tall
and weighs 113 pounds.

She holds a B. S. Degree in
Business Administration from
New Mexico State University
and is a stockbroker.

Mrs. Berlemann is a member
of Delta Zeta Sorority, Las
Cruces Business and Profession-
al Women’s Club, La Cruces
Association of University Wom-
en, and Las Cruces No. 20,
Order of the Eastern Star.

Her husband, Richard L. D.
Berlemann, is a mechanical en-
gineer with the White Sands
Missile Range. They have two
sons, Richard, 7%, and Ran-
dolph, 4.

9th Mascof
For Birds

BEN TRE (USA) — “There

are no VC here,” replied an

inhabitant of a hut when ques-
tioned by a Tiger Scout from
Company C, 3rd Battalion, 60th
Infantry, on a sweep south of
Ben Tre recently.

Minutes later, both the KEast
and West elements were in con-
tact.

Upon further interrogation by

the 9th Infantry Division Scout,
the subject, who had been
either misinformed or had been
purposely trying to mislead the
unit, broke down in a cynical
laugh. It was decided to. detain
the subject for further question-
ing.
The subject — a myna bird
— speaks when asked questions
and answers in fluent Vietnam-
ese.

“It continued to give false in-
formation to our Tiger Scout
and had a devilish laugh,” re-
marked First Lieutenant Nich-
olas Laircena, acting command-
ing officer of Company C.

While waiting for helicopter
extraction, the bird asked for a
drink of water, and later, after
permission was granted from
the owner, the unnamed bird
léecame the mascot of Company

The Silver Star awardees
were cited for gallantry in ac-
tion in mid-June of last year.
Both were assuming point secu-
rity with the lead elements of
the battalion as they searched
for suspected enemy positions.
They killed or captured several
VC, destroyed enemy bunkers
and saved the life of the bat-
talion advisor.

“Their daring and rapid as-
saults kept the enemy off bal-
ance,” the citation read, “and
enabled the battalion to safely
attack across open terrain while
sustaining only -one friendly
casualty.”

Captain Thuc was cited for
directing helicopter gunships
and adjusting artillery and air-
strikes onto hostile positions
while exposing himself to heavy
enemy fire. “He .also led. his
unit in an assault on the ene-
my,” the citation read, ‘‘and
succesfully occupied the posi-
tions and inflicted 49 casualties
on the enemy force.”

The captain, at the time, was
commanding officer of the 25th
Reconnaissance Company of the
25th Divisioni. It was Oect. 1,
1968, and the company was part
of a task -force conducting a
reconnaissance in force opera-
tion along the Vam Co Dong
River. They made contact with
an estimated enemy battalion.

Lieutenant Colonel Thuong
“distinguished himself by heroic
action Sept. 8, 1968, while serv-
ing as deputy commander for
operations, 25th Division,” the
citation read. The colonel ac-
companied friendly elements
“and his presence on the bat-
tlefield inspired the victory. As
a result of his tactical ability
and courageous actions, 35 ene-
my were killed and numerous
weapons captured.”
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ARTY STRIKES—A rifleman from Cﬁmpany D, 2nd Baitnllou 27ﬂ;“n'f“anl"ry, tll'|' in a .irlee-
line as he watiches artillery pound a target. The 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division company
was on a search-and-clear mission northwest of Saigon. (USA PHOTO By: SP4 R. B. Williams)

Big Effort In Kontum Province

Police, 4th Troopers Raid VCI

HIGHLANDER HEIGHTS
(USA) — The Kontum Province
Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI)
recently suffered another blow
at the hands of the 4th Infantry
Division’s 2nd Battalion (Mech-
anized), 8th Infantry, and Viet-
namese National Police south-
east of here. They lost 10 men in
less than 10 days.

Four of them were later found
to be high-ranking officials.

The soldiers,
timing, joined with the National
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SLOGGING — Two soldiers of the 9th Infantry Division’s 3rd

Battalion, 47th Infantry, move through the mud. One soldier
has a pair of black pajamas draped over his shoulders.
(USA PHOTO By: PFC Robert Shaw)

Police to cordon and search the
connected villages of Plei Rour
and Plei Rua. :

It was early morning when the
armored personnel carriers
(APCs) from Company A rolled
to a stop near the two villages.
The mechanized soldiers dis-
mounted, walked the rest of the
way and waited.

When the morning mist had
burned off, National Policemen
searched the villages and closely
checked identification of the vil-
lagers. Their scrutiny paid off
as they turned up five men and
a ton of rice marked for Viet
Cong larders.

Further investigation revealed
four of the five to be ranking
officials of the province VCI.

A few days later, the 4th Di-
vision troops from Company A
returned to the same villages.
National Policemen this time
turned up three individuals, one
of whom told of a bunker com-
plex southwest of the villages.

“We destroyed the bunkers,”
said Captain Charles Lauder-
dale, Company A commander.
“They seemed capable of hous-
ing about 100 men.”

The National Police, nine days
after the initial search, had an-
other one under way. As before,
the American infantrymen ap-
plied a tight cordon and the
National Police questioned the
villagers. Two men approached
them shouting, ‘‘Chieu Hoi!

Chieu Hoi!”’

The evacuation of the two Hoi
Chanh ended a successful 10-day
effort for the National Police of
Kontum Province and added to
the bright record of the 4th
Division troopers.

RVN...

(Continued From Page 1)

newer, but similar in most re-
spects to the RAG boats they
were already operating — after
two weeks of classroom famili-
arization and a month of on-the-
job experience.

The craft turned over were
three LCM ‘‘Monitors,” often
called the ‘Battleships of the
Delta;”” a command and com-
munications boat; eight assault
patrol support boats; and 13
armored troop carriers.

The turnover of U.S. Navy gun-
boats and patrol responsibilities.
to the Vietnamese Navy is the
latest in a series begun last
year. Beginning last June, the
Vietnamese Navy received 6
monitors, 10 “Swift”’ boats, 12
river patrol boats and a large
floating repair facility. With
these increased assets, the Viet-
namese Navy has taken on full
responsibility for more than a
dozen inland and coastal areas
formerly patrolled exclusively by
the U.S. Navy.
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Editorial

| ‘Your Heritage

George Washington, whose birthday we observe Feb.
22, is perhaps the outstanding example of famous men in
the history of our Nation.

Washington’s life was governed by an unalterable
personal code built on duty and honor. To him, no duty
was greater, no honor more satisfying than service to
one’s country.

When he could have been enjoying the pleasant life
of a prosperous country gentleman, his country called him.
He answered that call, suffering personal hardship and
exposing himself to almost constant danger during long, .
arduous, and often frustrating campaigns of the war.

As military commander of the small, ill-equipped, ill-
trained American Army during the Revolutionary War,
his leadership and genius were instrumental in the Ameri-
can success against the finest army in the world at that
time. :

When he was chosen as President, he again unhesitat-
ingly left the quiet comfort of Mt. Vernon to serve in the
political arena, risking his honor and reputation. :

As our first President under the Constitution, his

tact, judgment, ability and devotion guided our govern-
ment through its critical formative period, establishing
a solid foundation on which future generations could build.

But equally important is the other heritage left by
Washington—selfless, dedicated service to his country,
regardless of the hardships or sacrifices.

His example is no less inspiring today than it was
ta the cold, ragged men at Valley Forge. If this Nation
is to continue as the beacon of freedom for the world,
Washington’s example of selfless, dedicated service must
be followed. (AFPS)

FIRST IN VIETNAM
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Army Seeking
EM Linguists

WASHINGTON (ANF) — The
U.S. Army is seeking enlisted
personnel to fill a variety of
worldwide jobs for linguists
and translators.

The language training quotas
are filled by volunteers, includ-
ing those who enlist for this
program.

-Courses offered include Viet-
namese, German, French, Rus-

. sian, Spanish and other special

languages of more limited in-
terest. ;

Personnel may apply for the
training regardless of their
Military Occupational Speciali-
ty (MOS).

Some of the qualifications: a
GT score of 100 or higher; com-
pletion of basic combat and ad-
vanced individual training (al-
though applications may be
submitted while individuals are
in basic training); a minimum
of 14 months service remaining

upon completion of linguist
training.
Also, applicants must score

at least 18 on the Army Lan-
guage Aptitude Test (ALAT-1
or ALAT-2) or have successful-
ly completed a language course
at the Defense Language Insti-
tute.

Complete details on applying
for linguist training are con-
tained in AR 611-82.

Expeditious
Naturalization
Offered Some

SAIGON (MACV) — Foreign
nationals serving in the armed
services since Feb. 28, 1961,
have been guaranteed ‘‘expedi-
tious naturalization’ by a new
law signed by former President
Lyndon B. Johnson shortly be-
fore he left office.

The legislation, Public Law
90-633, waives Immigration and
Nationality Act requirements
regarding age, residence, physi-
cal presence in the U.S., court
jurisdiction, the 30-day waiting
period after filing and the pay-
ment of naturalization fees for
eligible alien service personnel.

The requirement of lawful ad-
mission to the U.S. for perma-
nent residence is also waived if
the alien enters or reenters
within the territorial U.S. or its
possessions.

The period during which this
law is in effect began Feb. 28,
1961, and ends when so directed
by Presidential executive order.
It may be extended to include
any period in which the armed
forces are or were engaged in
armed conflict with a hostile
foreign force.

Foreign nationals serving in
the Armed Forces who desire
to obtain United States citizen-
ship and who may benefit by
the liberalization of these provi-
sions are urged to consult a lo-
cal office of the Immigration
and Naturalization Service or
their legal officer for informa-
tion and assistance.
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YOU'LL PROBABLY agree that Heather Young is nice. That
last word is the key word in your relations with the Viet-
namese. Be nice. ‘“‘People will like you more when you're
nice,” says curvaceous Heather, “and you’ll enjoy your tour
more. You do want to enjoy yourself, don't you?"

{(PHOTO COURTESY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES)

:?n

Language is something many of us take for granted.
We almost feel as if we were born speaking our native
tongue. Little do we remember the many hours and the
efforts spent by our parents who taught us how to speak
English. ;

So indifferent are we to language, it rarely crosses
our mind that the rest of the nations of the world speak
different languages—languages that many of us do not
understand. And, so hearing Vietnamese for the first time
can be a most unusual experience.

Vietnamese is a very ancient language, and was
spoken by the Viets of the Red River Delta area before
the Christian era. During more than 1,000 years of
Chinese rule, the Vietnamese vocabulary expanded con-
siderably, especially in the literary and philosophical areas.
The Chinese also gave the Viets a written language by put-
ing Vietnamese into characters. In the early 1600s, the
Jesuits devised a system for writing the Vietnamese
language in the Roman alphabet. Chinese characters,
however, continued in use through the early part of this
century. In 1920 Roman script officially replaced the
Chinese characters. : :

The principal consideration one must make in geel;lng
to understand the Vietnamese language is that it is a
tonal language. English is not. In South Vietnam there
are six tones: high rising, high broken, mid-level, low
broken, low rising and low falling. Until the American
learns to distinguish these tones, he will find the language
difficult. However, once he masters these tones, he will
learn the language quickly. :

If you learn the language you will experience a strong
sense of accomplishment and will win a great deal of
respect for yourself and your country during your tour
in Vietnam.

“. .. We do not seek, nor will we accept, an
imposed coalition between the legitimate constitution-
al government of South Vietnam and the National

Liberation Front.” '
iberation ELLSWORTH BUNKER
Ambassador

February 21, 1969
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Korean Dragons Roar In Northernmost Corps

DA NANG (USMC) — Korean
aviation is playing an important
role in I Corps. Flying as for-
ward air controllers in support
of the 2nd Korean Marine Bri-
gade is the primary mission of
the brigade’s aviation unit sta-
tioned at the Marble Mountain
Air Facility southeast of here.

The Republic of Korea Ma-
rine Corps (ROKMC) aviation
unit flies the O-1E and O-H1

Bird Dog observation aircraft.
Bird Dogs are used exclusively
as spotter aircraft and they are
armed only with white phospho-
rous smoke marking rockets.
All Korean observation pilots
are cross-trained as artillery
spotters capable of directing air
strikes on enemy positions.
When the aviators of the Blue
Dragon Brigade are flying in
support of Korean Marine op-

erations south of here, they fly
with another pilet who acts as a
forward air controller (FAC).

When working with English-
speaking ground controllers or
U.S. jet aircraft crews, a quali-
fied U.S. Marine pilot FAC,
assigned to the 1st Marine Air-
craft Wing, flies in the rear
seat. His job is to coordinate
with Marine aviators and direct
air strikes onto enemy positions.

Blue Dragon Bird Dog keeps an eye on terrain south of Da Nang for signs of enemy.

Troops MarchHomeIn Triumph

KONTUM (USA) — Return-
ing home from three weeks of
hard fighting, soldiers of the
1st and 3rd Battalions of the
ARVN 42nd Infantry Regiment
were greeted with a hero’s
welcome when they arrived
here recently.

Both battalions had posted
impressive records during the
first three weeks of the highly
successful Operation Binh Tay
48. The total enemy body count
numbered 186 in the search and
clear operation fought in the
Central Highlands 25 miles
southwest of here.

Equally impressive were the
many enemy caches captured

during the operation. Items
captured include 60 individual
weapons, nine crew-served
weapons, 159,211 rounds of am-
munition, 316 mortar and 218
rocket rounds. Also captured
were 32 tons of rice and two-

and-one-half tons of medical
supplies.
“Most of the soldiers had

smiles on their faces as they
strained under the weight of
field packs and weapons. The
people of Kontum, packed six-
deep along the route of the
march, cheered and waved
signs as the troops passed by.

Students, who had been dis-
missed from school for the day,

THE

SILVER STAR
Charlesworth, Russell W. CPT
USA

Kitts, Alfred R. COL USA
Leach, Richard H. CPT USA
Wilson, Preston A. SSG USA
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SSG USA */1
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USA

Scaglione, Alexander Jr. CPT
USA #/2
Sneed, James R. MSG USA
Throckmorton, Terril M. CPT
USA
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Bandelier, Ronald G. SP4 USA
Brock, Major L. Jr. 1LT USA
Byrnes, Richard H. SP4 USA
Carleton, William B. 1LT USA
Howard, James H. CPT USA
Hunt, Lawrence D. SSG USA
Huskey, William T. PFC USA
Loendorf, Walter M. 2LT USA
McAghon, Donald SP4 USA
MecNeill, John B. III SP4 USA
Meeks, Roger D. SP4 USA
Phillips, Benjamin F. SFC USA
Rittenhouse, Donald SSM USA

* /9
Sambolin, Domingo J. SFC USA
Schnittjer, Dale A. 1LT USA :

sang songs as the returning
soldiers marched by. Many of
the younger children had to be
held back by guards as they at-
tempted to join the line of
march.

Young girls in white dresses
hugged and kissed the infantry-
men and placed brightly-col-
ored flower wreaths around the
soldiers’ necks.

Many of the young boys wore
smaller versions of the 42nd
Regiment uniform.

A group of high-ranking mili-
tary officials greeted the
troops. The group included Ma-
jor General Lu Lan, command-
ing general of II Corps; Lieu-
tenant General William R,
Peers, CG, I FFV and senior
American advisor to II Corps;
and Brigadier General James
S. Timothy, II Corps deputy
senior advisor. Also in the
group were five South Vietnam-
ese senators including Senator
Tran Van Don, chairman of the
Senate Armed Forces Commit-
tee,

“It is sometimes difficult for
Korean communicators to un-
derstand English-speaking com-
municators, and vice-versa, so
we plan our flights to coordi-
nate with the unit we’re spotting
for,” said Captain S. J. Yoon,
commanding officer of the 2nd
ROKMC Brigade aviation unit.

Shortly after sunrise each
day, the Korean pilots take off
from Marble Mountain and re-
port to their tactical area of
responsibility te search for the
enemy.

When the enemy is sighted, a

priority call is placed request-'

ing an air strike. U.S. Marine
jets are then scrambled from
Da Nang or Chu Lai. Within
minutes the Marine jets are
circling above the observation
aircraft.

The forward air controller
radios instructions to the jet
pilots, giving a description of
the target and a reference
peint. The spotter pilot then
sets his sights on the enemy
positions and marks the target
by firing a smoke rocket at it.
Seconds later, using the white
smoke as an aiming point, the
jets come screaming down to
blast the enemy position.
- With artillery, the ROKMC
spotters plot the coordinates
and then relay the details to ar-
tillery plotters. The positions
are located on a map and furth-
er information is relayed to
ROK gunners.

Instead of marking the enemy
positions with rockets, the pilot

flies to a higher altitude and
calls for the . artillerymen to
fire a spotter round. Once the
round hits, the FAC radios cor-
rections to bring succeeding
rounds right on target.

At mission’s end, the Bird
Dogs roll to a halt on the Kore-
an flight line. A half-dozen
highly disciplined ground crews
give their pilots snappy salutes
and then swarm over the air-
craft.

Other Blue Dragon aviators
are gaining operational experi-
ence in the UH-IE (Huey) heli-
copter with the U.S. Marines
at Marble Mountain. Captain
Yoon, Captain Kim and Captain
J. J. Lee, the aviation unit’s
executive officer, are flying
with Huey pilots of Marine
Light Helicopter Squiadron
(HML) 167. The three Korean
officers alternate flying co-pilot
when operational commitments
permit,

The ROK aviators learned to
fly before joining the Korean
Marine Corps. Since then, they.
have attended military flight
training with the Korean Army
and Huey training with the U.S.
Army.

“Most of our pilots attended
the National Aviation College at
Seoul,” said Captain Yoon. “We
held civilian pilot’s licenses be-
fore entering the service.”

The Korean pilots have taken.

it upon themselves to gain the
experience under combat con-
ditions with the Huey. They
anticipate that their unit may
receive the aircraft.

Red Warriors Find
Huge Hideaway

0OASIS (USA) — The 4th Di-
vision’s 1st Battalion, 12th In-
fantry conducted a ‘‘house-
warming” for the NVA in
rugged mountain terrain north
of here recently.

The Red Warriors’ Compa-
nies A and C discovered a large
enemy base camp and training
center while on a search and
clear mission. Alpha Company
soldiers were the first to spot
the bunker complex.

A mess hall, training area,
observation tower and miscel-
laneous equipment and clothing
were found. Included in the
equipment were 22 75mm re-
coilless rifle rounds, 16 B40
rockets, 12 RPG rounds and 500
rounds of AK47 ammunition.

The 1st and 2nd platoons of
Charlie Company returned to
the area the next day and dis-
covered more bunker systems
— all part of a larger complex.

The third day, Charlie Com-
pany returned in force to elimi-

Gls Halt Tunnel Probe

TAM QUAN (USA) — The
19th Engineer Battalion (Com-
bat) recently had unwelcome
visitors on three sides of its
perimeter.

The battalion was first aware
of intruders when two trip
flares were set off on the north
side of the perimeter, revealing
the presence of darkly-clad fig-
ures near the wire. While
guards were using small arms
fire to drive away the intrud-
ers, more figures were seen on
the south and west sides of the
perimeter. In every case, small
arms fire caused them to re-
treat.

The following day, a recon-
naissance was made of the
area to determine the nature of
the visit.

On - the south perimeter, a
freshly-dug tunnel was found
extending under the first rows

“of barbed wire. Shafts of sharp-

ened bamboo had been placed
near the entrance to make in-
vestigation difficult. To insure
that the tunnel would not be
used, the engineers blew the
entrance shut.

Seeking further evidence of
enemy activity, a small force of
men from the 137th Engineer
Company (Light Equipment)
systematically searched the
area beyond the perimeter. The
men uncovered other tunnels
and hidden bunkers as well.

A souvenir of the search was
a 105mm illumination round

which the Viet Cong sometimes
use as mines.

nate the bunkers and huts.

“We were destroying the
complex when they opened up
on us with a machine gun and
AK47s,” said Specialist 4 Eu-
gene Murphy.

The enemy melted into the
dense jungle as soon as the
Red Warriors returned fire and
began to maneuver around the
enemy positions.

Sergeant ' Erwin Dallmeyer
discovered a large hospital
complex which covered one en-
tire adjoining ridgeline of the
main camp. Various kinds of
used medical supplies were
found in the area. There were
also blood trails leading into
the jungle.

The Red Warriors -also found
an amphitheater type training
area. In it was a large easel,
mock-ups and manuals. Eleven
separate mess halls, capable of
feeding 150 men each, were
found,

The Red Warriors destroyed
400 bunkers and huts in the
regimental-sized complex. All
of the bunkers were camou-
flaged from both the ground
and the air.

The 2nd Platoon returned to
the same area the next day to
set up an ambush. The main
body of the platoon had just
moved out when they came un-
der small arms fire. The Red
Warriors immediately returned
fire and began to flank the en-
emy. -

“There were only four of
them and they had a machine
gun and three AK47s,” said
Specialist 4 Lyle Bowes. The
NVA broke contact as quickly
as they had initiated it.

““This camp must have taken
a considerable amount of time
to construct and we have now
completely compromised its
usefulness to the NVA,” said
Major Harold Baughman.
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