
We start our 30th year of publication of the VHP A 
Aviator with TEN PAGES of coverage for our 2012 
Reunion in New Orleans which runs 31 July 
through 5 August, 2012. Full details of all 
Reunion Events and New Orleans area Tour Offer­
ings start on page 8 and run through page 16, we 
close our coverage with a handy-dandy Reunion 
Registration Form on page 17. 

The right eye of Maggie stares down at all 
who behold her as she returned to the skies 
last November. Meticulously restored by 
the members of the South Carolina, Cele­
brate Freedom Chapter of the VHPA, 
Maggie first flew in support of the Opening 
of the-Special Operations Museum at Fort 
Bragg, then it was on to two Veterans Day 
Parades overflights; the first in her home­
town of Columbia, South Carolina and the 
next in Fayettville, North Carolina. Her 
amazing paint scheme is the work of Dru 
Blair, a world renowned "photorealistic" air 
brush artist. Dru is especially proud of the 
way Maggie's 3-D "eye" projects out of the 
fairing designed around the gunner's cyclic 
control. Maggie's full story may be found 
o.n page 7 of this, our January and February 
2012 edition of the VHPAAviator! 



Help Restore our Missing Symbols 
In th e sp ri ng o f 

1984 Lar ry C lark 
initiated the begin­
ni ng of T he Vie t­
n am H el icopte r 
Pil ots Association, 
an o rga ni za ti o n 
that would grow to 
over 15,000 regular 
and life members . 
We stand proud of 
o u r organ izati on, 
and p rouder, st ill , 
o f the ch all en ges 
and risks undertak­
en to gain eligibility 
t o o ur sh a red 
brotherhood. Like 

VHPA 
COBRA 
SYMBOLISM: 
COBRA - Represents Southeast Asia. 
COBRA - Represents the helicopter in Vietnam. 
S HOT - IndMdual aviators in Vietnam 

bound in the helicopter fraternity. 
·Note - a few are mlssing. 

Bl.ACK - Mourns our lost friends. 
UNPAINTED EYES - Frozen in lime. There 

can be no new members ... only found comrades. 
WINGS - The youth of the aviators. 

The VH PA COBRA was cast from the original 
mokt used to manufacture the first 
coUective grip on the Cobra prototype. 
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many ve t eran _ 
gro up s, th e Viet- ~- : 
n am Helicopter 
Pilots Association established thoughtful symbols to represent our esprit de 
corps and sense of purpose. 
Now two of our Association 's symbols are missing, and we seek your help in 
recovering these shared symbols of duty and honor: the VHPA Cobra plaque 
and VHPA ceremonial flag. Routinely transported to reunions in the VHPA 
Northern Califo rnia Chapter Mobile Officers C lub (MOC), our symbols 
were las t displayed and seen at the 2009, Annual Reunion held in Philadel­
phia. 

Discovering the loss, the Executive C ouncil immediately undertook a 
strong effort to recover the missing items without success. Now it is time to 
expand the search participation to our membership-to you. 

We seek your assistance in restoring these important items to the VHPA. 
We further request the leaders of individual state chapters to inquire and 
determine if a chapter member possesses the missing symbols. 

Recovery is the important thing. Whether the missing items were acciden­
tally misplaced or intentionally taken is unimportant to our Association, but 
recovery of the symbols is vital ly important to us all. Please join the search 
and help us restore our symbols for future reunions. It is the right thing to do. 

Respectfully, 
Bob Hesselbein 

VHPNAAAA SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS DEADLINE 

FAST APPROACHING! 

It's time to start thinking about submitting your descendant's 
scholarship application to AAAA for their 2012 Higher Education 
Scholarship Program. This year the VHP A will sponsor we FIVE 
VHPA-dedicated (these must go to VHPA descendants) scholar­
ships. 

Remember, all VHP N AAAA scholarships are MERIT scholar­
ships, not NEED scholarships. Last year 34 qualified VHP A descen­
dants applied and 18 of those applicants received scholarships total­

ing $21,500.00 from both the VHP A's 4 dedicated scholarships and 
another 14 from AAAA bank of scholarships. That's an over 50% 
selection rate for our descendants, not bad at all! This year our goal is 
to is to have over 50 VHP A applicants, but the deadline for applying 
is May lst, 2012 so GET STARTED NOW! 
If you have any questions concerning the VHP N AAAA Scholar­

ship program and/ or the guidelines for applying please go to 

www.vhpa.org, click on VHPA SCHOLARSHIP and check it out 
If you still have a question, feel free to contact me at the contact 
information listed below. 

E-mail items to The Aviator at: editor@vhpa.org 

'~THE VHPA A VIA TOR, THE OFFICIAB~NEWS:CETTER~_OF TH?'¥IETNAM HEI:ICOPTER RIEOTS 
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ai-i<l one F~PY of each newsletter is included in each of our Member's Dues, yearly subscriptions to the A vi-

ator':aa:;available to non-members for $36.00. Published by See David Adams, Enterprises, LLC, 2900 
Arbo!'' Court, Round Rock, Texas, 78681 for the VHPA, headquartered at 40'.Z W. College Street, 

Grarevine, Texas, 176051. Periodicals P.ublications postage raid at Round Roel<, Texas and additional 
mailing roints. P.OSTi MASTER: Send address changes to either of the alfo ve addresses. 
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VHPA OFFICERS 
Committee Chairmen 
and Staff - 2011-2012 

President Mike Law 
Vice President John Sorensen 
Past President Woody Mcfarlin 
Members At Large 

Senior Member Bill Mullen 
Midterm Member Bob Hesselbein 
Junior Member Clyde Romero 

Secretary /Treasurer Tom Payne 
Founder Larry Clark 

VHPA NATIONAL COMMITTEES AND THEIR CHAIRMEN 

Chapter Liaison John "Jack" Salm 
Historical Mike Sloniker 
Investment Bob Smith 
Membership Mike Sheuerman 
National Reunion Chair Gary Roush 
Public Relations/Publications Bob Hesselbein 
Records/Database Gary Roush 
Reunion Vendor Coordinator Woody McFarlin 
VHPA Calendar Project Mike Law, Editor 
VHPA Membership Directory Gary Roush, Editor 
VHP A Memory Map Project Ron Bower 
VHP A Scholarship Program Tom Payne 
VHPA Aviator Newsletter David Adams, Editor 

VHPA SUPPORT 
Legal Advisor Mike Poindexter 

Investment Advisor Bob Potvin 

VHPA HEADQUARTERS 

1-800-505-VHPA (8472) (817) 778-4827 
(AVAILABLE 9-5, M-F) 

VHPA ELECTRONIC MAIL ADDRESSES 

VHPA Headquarters HQ@VHPA.org 

President of The VHP A President@VHPA orcr 

VHP A Secretar /Treasurer 

VHP A Cha ter Liaison 

Hi storical Chairman 

Membership Chairman 

National Reunion Chairman 

Public Relations/Publications 

Records/Database Roush@VHPA.org 

VHPA Calendar Project 

VHPA Aviator Newsletter Aviator@VHPA.orcr 

Official Web Site of the VHPA 
www.VHPA.org 

Email: Aviator@VHPA.org 

FROM MIKE LAW, 
PRESIDENT OF THE VHPA 

I'm certain we've all had this experi nee hen 'reading a good 
book - you come to the end of a chapter and you have to turn the 
page. Recently the VHPA's Executive Council had to turn a page. · 
A few months ago and after nine years of service, Wally Magathan 
announced that it was time to turn the page with respect to his 
position as legal advisor to the EC. Then a few weeks after that 
Wally recommended that the EC consider VHPA Life Member 
Mike Poindexter as the new legal advisor. Mike and Wally met at 
a lawyer's conference in Florida and got to talking about the 
VHP A. As good luck would have it, Mike Poindexter is a member 
of the Rocky Mountain Chapter and lives near me - so we had a 
nice chat over lunch. The EC then accepted Wally's resignation 
and approved Mike's appointment to the position oflegal advisor. 

. Now Mike becomes only our fourth legal advisor in our almost 
30 year history. This morning I had an interesting 'walk down 
memory lane' on the subject of the legal advisor by looking 
through back issues of The Aviator on www.vhpaservices.com. 
Please allow me to give you a Reader's Digest summary. of what I 
found. 

The VHPA was established in 1984. Without much fanfare the 
September 1991 issue lists Charlie Rayl as the first office holder of 
the position of legal advisor. This was during the period of time 
when the Executive Council was maturing as the governing body 
of the VHP A, the position of Executive Director was eliminated 
and the concept of committee chairs was on the rise. Charlie 
helped develop some of the VHP A's early governance documents 
and filed them with the State of Kansas. Charlie also "went 
through the ranks" as a member at large and then the Presidency 
in the late 1990s. After serving about eleven years at legal advisor, 
Charlie decided it was time to turn the page. The July I Aug 2000 
issue announced Charlie's resignation and that the EC was seek­
ing someone for the position. In the Nov/ Dec 2000 issue then 
President Charles Holley announces the appointment ofJim 
Gunderson. Poor Jim walked into a maelstrom of legal battles 
summarized in several 2002 and 2003 issues by then president Joe 
Bilitzke. In the Nov/Dec 2002 issue Joe Bilitzke announces Jim's 
leaving (after serving for three years) and welcomes Wally Maga­
than as the EC legal advisor with the mission to help the Executive 
Council in maintaining a "straight-and-level attitude" in all legal 
matters. For those who have forgotten the "bad old days" consider 
reading Joe's column in the Jan/ Feb 2003 issue - OUCH!!! 

It is a serious understatement to say that Wally has done "good 
yeoman service" to the EC and to the VHP A! I'd guess that he has 
reviewed no less than one hundred contracts, expressed legal opin­
ion on more than twenty significant subjects, drafted at least a 
dozen letters for signature by the then current VHP A President, 
attended every Annual Business Meeting during his nine years of 
service save one, and spent hours and hours attending VHPA EC 
Conference Calls. Everyone should know that in my opinion 
Wally not only raised the bar of expectations for the position but 
left it set very high indeed for Mike Poindexter. The VHPA 
stands on higher and better ground today because ofWally. 

Just to show you how stressful it has been on Wally, many of us 
almost didn't recognize him in Orlando last summer - he'd lost 
more than SO pounds! Mike is a tall slender man so we'll have to 
go easier on him for sure! 

Welcome aboard Mike Poindexter and thanks again W alo/ for 
helping us make the VHP A better/ 

Mike Law 



ABOUT THE BOOK 
In this fast-paced , action-packed military 
thriller set in 1962, Sergeant Jake Camp­
bell from Nickelsville, Virginia and Corporal 
Henry Goins from Norton , Virginia earn 
coveted Green Berets and go to Laos with 
a Special Forces A-Team to train Hmong 
soldiers to fight the CIA's secret war. Their 
idealistic view of the world is turned upside 
down when they see the ugly underbelly of 
runaway power, corruption and injustice 
and fight for their lives in the steamy Laot­
ian jungles amidst murder, conspiracy, and 
a superior who harbors a secret that, if 
revealed, will ruin him forever. 

In the book's Foreword, Step Tyner, author 
of Firebirds, writes : " ... it is not hard to 
bel ieve that a situation like that so vividly 
described by Jim (J.H.) Dixon in this novel 
was plausible, even likely in the early 
1960s (especially in light of what we have 
come to know of the activities of the CIA 
during that period). I have known Dr. Dixon 
as a cherished friend and valued colleague 
for some thirty years, and if anyone is bet­
ter qualified to give us a "grunt's-eye" view 
of US operations in Laos in the early '60s, 
that person remains unknown to me. Jim is 
the only soldier I've ever known who has 
served his nation as an enlisted man, NCO, 
warrant officer, and commissioned officer, 
in the process progressing from high 
school graduate to doctor of philosophy 
and compiling a most enviable record as a 
combat infantryman, pilot , and military 
scholar. I have no reason to doubt that the 
essentials of his story reflect, perhaps in 
combination, real people and real events." 

WHERE TO GET 
THE BOOK 
Available in: 
perfect-bound softcover, ($19.95) 
hardcover with sleeve, ($29.95) 
and E-book ($3.99) 
You may also order from 
your favorite bookseller or from 
www.jhdixon.com, www.iUniverse.com 
www.Amazon.com 
www.BarnesAndNoble.com 
and www.booksamillion.com 
An e-mail directlv to the Dixon James 

will get you a 
persona11zea, autographed copy. 

THE SECRET WAR 

THE 
AUTHOR 

Dr. J. H. Dixon was a 
Green Beret instructor at 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
and helicopter pilot in 

Vietnam. He was a faculty 
member of the United States 

Military Academy in 
West Point and the 

National War College in 
Washington, DC. 

This is his third book. 



My normal job has me performing production test flights on 
Huey II 's. Having been associated with Army aircraft since 1969, I 
always spend a little time reviewing the Historical files on the UH-
1 's that we turn into Huey II's and TH-1 H 's . It's always fun to find 
an aircraft that I flew as an Army Aviator or one tliat has an inter­
es ting background such as Combat tours, unique assignments or 
just 10,000 hours spent turning out flight students. 

Recently, I had the opportunity to do a return-to-service mainte­
nance flights on four former U.S. Army AH-1F's, part of a Foreign 
Nlilitary Sales Program. Going tl1rough tl1e records I found one of 
the aircraft was an older airframe. It was s/ n 68-17108 and started 
life as an AH-1G. That was interesting but tl1e first entry caught my 
attention. On tl1e 19th of August 1970, 17108 had received small 
arms damage and was repaired by HML-367. This could not be cor­
rect because 17108 was an Army AH-1G and I knew that HML-367 
was a USMC helicopter unit and they flew UH-1 E's. 

Now that my interest was piqued, I started sending out e-mails 
asking old AH-1 acquaintances for some help in sorting out what 
seemed li ke an error. I've flown AH-1 's since May 1970 and while I 
had a couple of Marine Pilots in my Cobra H all class, I knew that 
the Marines did not fly AH-1G's in combat. O f course I was wrong 
in that thought. Here is tl1e true story of 68-17108. 

AH-1G 108 came off the Bell line in Hurst in January 1970 and 

was accepted by the US Army. I t left Hurs t and went to Fort Hood 
where it joined a group of AH -1G's being "loaned" to tl1e Marine 
Corps . She was assigned to HML-367 and began flying combat 
operations in support of Marine units in I Corps Vietnam and tl1e 
occasional cross border mission. 108 fini shed its combat tour and 
was transferred to the new USMC Cobra squadron, HMA-169, at 
Camp Pendleton, CA. In 1972, 108 went to Corpus Christi Army 
D epot for overhaul, after CCAD , 108 stayed with the USMC at 
Camp Pendleton until being transferred to the D efense Aircraft 
storage facili ty at D avis-Mothan AFB,(the bone yard), in Apri l 
1979. 

She was transferred (escaped the bone yard?) to the Bell Heli­
copter facility in Amarillo in 1981 and in February 1982, 68-17108 
rejoined ilie US Army as an AH-1 F. She soldiered on with the 1st 
Armored Division in G erm any and after a facelift in 1988 at 

CCAD, went to Korea. She came back to tl1e states in 1994 and 
the Army National Guard. T hen in September 2001, 68-17108 
went to Fort Dnun and into storage. 

And now 68-17108 is getting her fi nal tweaki ng her at Fort 

Scarface 22, Marble Mountain, Vietnam 1970. 

Drum before she heads ou t for her next assignment and serving a 
new generation of attack helicopter pilots. She looks good, flies 
well and makes me feel like her sisters did 40 years ago, reaUy young 
at heart! 

For me tlus digging in tl1e pas t has given me the opportuni ty to 
learn about a part o f the Cobra history I was no t fa miliar with. 
Additionally, I have heard fro m numerous members ·of HNIL-367 
who flew 108 when she wore "Niarine Green". T hei r sto ries 
remind me of the Army Cobra stories I know and tlie similarity 
makes me smile. We all know how \Var Stories start out and then 
they all run about the same .. . .. . And that ain't no ... . 

Cornelius McMillan 

68-17108, MTF complete. Wheeler-SackAAF, Fort Drum, NY August 2011. 

MTP, Avn Sfty and Tng Mgr. 
Bell Helicopter - Ozark 
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and again ... Great Thanks 
My husband, Read P. Armstrong, is a life member 

ofVHP A and looks forward to any and all occa­
sions to connect with his fellow Aviators, whether it 
lies in reading our newsletter, or talking and e-mail­
ing with his many friends. It's a relationship we both 
enjoy, it's a point of stability in a world of"civilians" 
where many Vietnam Vets only feel comfortable 
interacting with others that have shared the same 
experiences. It doesn't happen much now, but we 
have both learned that some fulks have a hard time 
recovering from the effects of the Vietnam War. 

Read is very proud ofbeing a Vietnam Veteran, he 
has Veteran license plates on his truck. This Veter­
an's Day he spent the afternoon exploring the 
woods off the Bald Head Road in Arrowsic, Maine 
which is close to our new/old home. When he got 
back to his truck d1e attached note, written on a 
blank envelope, was tucked w1der his windshield 
wiper. Read loved d1e thoughts behind d1e words 
and quickly sent iliis photo of the envelope to the 
many members of our scattered family. Unbe­
known to him, I would like to share the same 
d10ughts with the membership as I feel they apply to 
all our membership. 

Read spent July 1969-1970 in Vietnam as a Medi-

The Cub Inn is a 5,000-square-foot log 
cabin that offers unique charm that blends 
our love of aviation with the great outdoors. 
Located in California 's Sierra Nevada 
mountains just 25 miles from Yosemite 
National Park, our five guest rooms sleep 
either two or four people, and they all fea­
ture a private bath. 
Our guests start each day with a hearty 
country breakfast and are also invited to 
join us in the living room each evening to 
enjoy a glass of wine and a light snack. 
The Cub Inn is the life-long dream of 
husband and wife team , Piper Cub 
owner and pilot Charleen Beam and 
VHPA Life Member Joe Riley. 

Full details and booking information 
are available on our website: 

TheCublnn.com 
Or call us at: 209-962-0403 

(land line) to book. 
Enjoy our low Winter Rates with VHPA 

discounted rooms now priced 
under $90.00 a night! 

vac pilot with the Flying Circus, 1st Cav. When he 
returned home, he continued to fly fur 26 years with 
the l 12th Medivac Wlit, Maine National Guard in 
Bangor, Maine. To include "show and tell" events 
fur all 3 of our now grown children. With the sup­
port of the l 12th, landing a Huey in the baseball 
field of our gr=ar school remains a childhood 
highlight for many Bath students. It warms my 
heart each tin1e someone mentions those special 
"show and tells" so many years ago. Read's full time 
36 year career was in building naval vessels at Bath 
Iron Works, in Bath, Maine. His overseas assign­
ment to Taiwan was cut short when the l 12th was 
deployed in 1990 to support Desert Storm. We 
have recently returned home after a 4 1/2 yrs assign­
ment to South Australia on a Bath Iron Works pro­
ject (where Read enjoyed flying his remote heli­
copter!). As of August 2011, his new career is one of 
retiree. He has had a full, exciting and successful 
career both in and out of the cockpit, I am very 
proud of my aviator. In February of2012 we will 
have been married fur 41 years 

~ 
E-Mail:---

ATTENTION TO ORDERS: 

e All former "Ruthless Riders" ~t 
of the 7I 17th Cavin Vietnam , 

are hereby commanded to 1 

appear at our Regimental Reunion 

on May 3-7, in Nashville, Tennessee. 

This will be a joint "Return to Garrison" celebration with the 
7 / 17th Cav, "Pale Horse" Soldiers of the 101st Airborne Division 
at Fort Campbell who have just returned from Afghanistan. 
Reunion activities will include a joint Golf Tournament, socializ­
ing, shopping and sightseeing in Nashville and Ft. Campbell, a bar­
beque w/ADULT BEVERAGES at Ft. Campbell's Saber Field 
Hanger for both the Pale Horse Soldiers of today and the Ruthless 
Riders of Vietnam and a very patriotic Closing Banquet. 

Complete Reunion details and registration forms are found at our 
web page: www.RuthlessRiders.net, or by calling 4-07-702-9576 and 
requesting same. The Reunion HQ is the Nashville's Sheraton 
Music City Hotel. $89.00 room rates run from 2-7 May, reservations 
available at 888-627-7060, mention "7I17th Cavalry Reunion". 

POC for info 
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Maggie - Honoring the Past, enlightening the future 
From the South Carouna (Celebrate Freedom) Chapter ojthe VHP A 

She may not have served in Vietnam, but her paint scheme 
did. The Celebrate Freedom Foundation (CFF), with the 
help of its VHP A Chapter members, has taken to the air hon­
oring the memories and contributions of the Green Berets 
with their first flying AH-IF. Her "Vietnam Tiger Stripe" 
camouflage pattern is modeled after the Vietnamese Ranger's 
jungle fatigues and her fuselage is decked out with the Green 
Beret flashes, logos, and lettering in tribute to the men she 
supported on the ground. 

Maggie is a US Army AH-IF Cobra gunship (S IN 80-
23517, N517SF) that has been lovingly restored by an all-vol­
unteereffort of the Celebrate Freedom Foundation. She was 
FAA certified in October 2011, to a fully operational condi­
tion, and though she still looks lethal the armament has been 
carefully demilitarized. Her mission now is to educate 
through the CFF SOAR program and to promote the Green 
Beret's and the military (patriotic) service through contact 
with the public at Air shows and other venues. 

Her first mission was launched successfully on November 
4th at Fayetteville, NC - home of Ft. Bragg and of the Green 
Berets. Maggie was part of the opening ceremonies at the Air­
borne and Special Operations Museum. It was the start of a 
weeklong celebration honoring Vietnam veterans. Though 
poor weather changed Maggie's arrival schedule she didn't 

Members of the South Carolina .(Celebrate Freedom) Chapter, members of CFF (Celebrate Freedom 
Foundation) and members of our afE.liated SF chapter gather around Maggie as she preps fur her first flight. 
Larry Russell, Chapter President and author of this story, is the 3rd man from the left in the front row. 

disappoint the crowdmaking numerous passes, high hovers and even a 
bow. The all too familiar whop whop of the blades punctuated with a few 
growls of the Kamen/Cobra combination brought tears and cheers to 
many in the crowd. · 

Maggie returned home to overfly the Veterans Day parade in her home 
town parade of Columbia, South Carolina. Then back up to Fayetteville 
to overfly their parade that took place on the 12th. Three missions, three 
sets of huge enthusiastic and patriotic crowds, and three days of flying! 
HOOAH! AIRBORNE! De Opresso Liber! 

The SC Chapter of the VHPA is a small part of'the Celebrate Freedom 
Foundation ( CFF), an organization that was formed back in the late 90' s 
and incorporated as a 50lc3 non-profit in 1999. Its forte was air shows 
drawing as many as 100,000 enthusiastic visitors. The CFF was host to 
numerous WWII "Warbird" shows such as the Doolittle Raiders, the 
Black Sheep Squadron, Code Talkers, Tuskegee Airmen and more. As 
the participants grew older and their transportation more difficult, they 
were gradually replaced with the "younger" Vietnam crowd. So we moved 
on from B25s, Corsairs and Spitfires and on to Hueys, Cobras, and a 
Loach or two. Thanks mostly to the NC VHP A Chapter. 

In 2005, after hard work and unrelenting patience of CFF' s Presi­
dent Jack Lovelady, CFF acquired 6 AH-IF Cobra's from the US 
Army, with a mission of recruiting and education. A few days after 
taking delivery a Marine compliment descended on our airbase and 
confiscated one of our Cobras. They needed one for weapons testing 

m ,. 'S C' 0 r ·c 

and it only 
had 200 
hours on her. 
Rats! Of the 
Five aircraft 
remaining, 
two of the 
aircraft are 
Vietnam vet­
erans. One 
of our mem-

bers, Col. Claude Lott, actually flew one while he was with the 1st of 
the 9th. The other is a bird that flew with 2nd of the 20th, an ARA 
bird, both 1st Cavalry aircraft. The remaining three are later 80 
models with an average of 2000 hours airframe time. As a non-profit 
and all volunteer outfit, restoration took a lot of weekends and even 
more "lunch money". While the painting was going on John Wood­
ward, our Cobra restoration guru, put a team together, <:ame up with 
a plan, and worked countless hours bringing Maggie back to life. So 
after many, many years, a few moves, numerous parades, festivals and 
school visitswhile towing a Cobra, we finally had a flying version. 

Some may ask why she was nan1ed "Maggie". The Green Berets devel­
oped a special relationship with a well known actress and entertainer of 
the day, Martha Raye, because of her persistent and courageous support of 
them during her entertaining visits to Vietnam. Martha as you may guess 
was known as "Maggie " to the men of the 5th Special Forces Group 
(RVN), and she always made it a point to visit these men in the less 
secure forward operating sites. Her courage and efforts earned her the 
title ofan Honorary Green Beret, Colonel Martha Raye and are why 
this aircraft carries her name . To find out more go to 
http:/ /www.vietnamexp.com/morestories/MarthaRaye.htm. 

The paint scheme was done by Dru Blair, a world renowned" photo real­
istic" air brush artist. Dru mocked up the aircraft and Jim Filiatreault a 
Cav veteran spent months supervising CFF members and students from a 
local high school to get it finished. The unbelievably awesome rendition 
of the shark's mouth was done personally by Dru and his crew. He has 
painted hundreds of Air Force aircraft "Nose art" but never an entire air­
craft. The pictures don't do it justice. Numerous people have mistakenly 
thought the 3D effect was done with some fancy sheet metal work. 
www.drublair.com 

So come by and see it first-hand. Our "Viper Den" hangar is located at 
the Columbia Metropolitan Airport in West Columbia, South Carolina. 
You'll usually find us there on Tuesdays and Thursdays and one weekend 
a month. Give me a call if you'd like a tour or better yet want to help. 

Help support our efforts and contact Larry Russell, 803-553-0113 
President, SC Chapter of the VHP A,Executive Director 

www.CelebrateFreedomFoundation.Org 
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!11;11;~~~!1!=!!!!!,~!;I Riverside walking distance from the F rench Quarter with an incredible 

New Orleans is back 
from Katrina better than ever! 

We have moved ilie date for iliis year's reunion away from ilie 4ili of July 
weekend specifically for those who have told us for years they can not attend 
iliat weekend becat.ise of oilier commitments. Well now is your chance to 
attend a reunion so we hope to see you tl1ere 31July - 5 August 2012! Yes. 
We know New O rleans is hot and hrnnid in A ugust. So was Vietnam. 
Unlil<e Vietnam, nearly everyiliing is air conditioned so unless you play golf 
on Thursday m01ning, iliere is no need to spend much time in ilie heat. 

We have three primaty objectives for each rern"lion. The first is to provide 
a safe and comfortable atmosphere for you to reconnect wiili your past 
experiences in ilie military especially those related to flying helicopters in ilie 
Vietnam War. It is comforting to be am ong iliose who have had similar 
e>.1Jeriences and iliose who truly understand iliose ell.'Periences. You do not 
have to know anyone when you arrive in order to have a good time. \.,'(/e are 
an elite group of men who have survived eJ1.1raordinaty risks by using unique 
skills requiring incredible courage. We are all of like mind so striking up a 
conversation wiili a "stranger" is easy and interesting. You will find iliat we 
are a fascinating group of men and our fan1ilies are too. Many of us who 
have attended several rern"lions have developed new and lasting friendsl1ips 
beyond just reconnecting with our friends from the past. We also provide 
the opportt.mity to learn more abo ut our war through tl1e Historical Presen­
tations and special docrnnentaries. 

Mini-rern"lions and m1it T OCs (Tactical Operation Centers) are designed 
to help witl1 iliis reconnection with our past We have set aside a group of 
business rooms iliat can be dedicated to a specific group for as little time as 
one hour all ilie way to ilie full length of ilie reLmion. We encourage groups 
(Lmits, iligh t classes, etc.) to co-locate their rern"lions wiili tl1e VHP A to avoid 
ilie time and e."pense to put on ilieir own reLmion. These groups can pattic­
ipate fully in all of the VHPA events while maintaining autonomy. Please 
check our web site at http://www.vhpa.org for details or to reserve space 
for your 1nini-rern1ion. New ti-Us year is ilie "O Club". Ths replaces ilie 
honor keg room and provides a meeting place to relax and enjoy ilie compa­
ny of your old and new friends while pattaking in an adult beverage from a 
dedicated bar wiili reduced prices specifically for tl1e VHP A. 

The second objective is to provide entertainment. TI-Us is ilie most chal­
lenging since our group has a very \\~de range of interests. TI1rowing fanlliy 
and friends into iliis n1L" adds additional challenges since iliey also have a 
wide range o f interests. O ur ell.1Jerience shows iliat providing a place to 
meet witl1 friends is not enough. After a few drinks and war stories, you are 
ready for sometl1ing new and new is tl1e key to ti-Us objective. We not only 
move tl1e reLmion around to new and different cities each year to mal<e it 
more conve11ient for members geograpl1ically but also to provide new enter­
tainment experiences. The last time we were in New Orleans was 1990 so it 
was time to e.''Perience iliis unique city again especially after its renewal from 
Katrina. 

TI1e tl1ird objective is to conduct tl1e official business of ilie association. 
TI-Us will be done at our annual business meeting on Friday morning where 
comn1ittee chaiiman will give repo1ts and we ,viJl vote on administrative 
issues and elect our next two Executive COLrncil members. TI-Us is an 
opp01tunit:y to learn about tl1e workings of tl1e VHPA bel1ind tl1e scenes 
and to influence ilie futt.u:e direction of our association. 

There is something magic about New Orleans iliat does not e.x:ist-in any 
oilier city. Come find out for yourself. TI1e hotel is tl1e Hilton New O rleans 

nightly rate of $119. Many things are walking distance, however, the River­
front Streetcar is out tl1e front door if you don't want to walk. Share tl1e 
excitement of ilie Warehouse/ Arts District, or try your luck at Han-abs Casi­
no across ilie street. Connected to ilie hotel you will find the Riverwalk 
lviarketplace, featuring more tl1an 140 shops and restaurants. You can also 
visit ilie Louisiana Children's Museum, IMA,"'{ Theater, TI1e National World 
War II MuseW11, and Superdome. Nightlife? Ah, ilie nightlife. It's all there, 
waiting for you, and Hilton puts you fro nt and center. Bring your friends 
and fanlliy. See the tour description elsewhere in iliis magazine. For an up­
to-d ate schedule o f events and registra tio n , go to o ur web site at 
http:/ /www.vhpa.org and click on Reunion Information. 

We guarantee you that you and your friends and fanlliy will not be bored 
in New Orleans. We have many events to select from with the offerings so 
numerous it is impossible to attend all o f iliem. Ths means we have cov­
ered tl1e full range of reunion desires all ilie way from simply enjoying 
friends in the hotel over a few drinks in ilie "O Club" to spending tl1e entire 
week on outside tours with just about any combination of inside and outside 
events in between. Personally I prefer to stay in tl1e hotel and attend all of 
ilie Historical Presentations and War Stories. Jim Fulbrook and Al Roettger 
have put togeilier an interesting group of historical presentations iliis year. 
Whetl1er you come for just one day or for 10 days, we can fill your time and 
interest. 

H ere are tl1e Historical Presentations for iliis year. Jack H eslin's presenta­
tion will be 'The Battle of Kontt.un, 1972 Easter Offensive" 40 years after 
ilie event; representatives from Texas Tech University will update us on the 
Vietnam Archives which is our official archives; T om Phillips, author of 
''Leave N o Man Behind", will speal< on US Navy Combat Search and Res­
cue operations; Les Hines will e.'1Jlain how he collects historical information 
on ilie America! Division and Mike Spraybeny (MOH) will show a docu­
mentary Fallen: but not Forgotten about fus quest to locate si," MIAs. Oilier 
internal events are ilie Poker Tournament which benefits our scholarship 
fund, a military writers' panel discussion organized by John Penny our book 
reviewer and D avid Adams our magazine editor, a memorial service orga­
nized by secretary/treasurer Tom Payne and Gary Rossomme and a G old 
Star Family breakfast organized by Julie Kink. Everyone is welcome to 
attend any or all o f iliese events. 

Also in ilie hotel tl1is year, we are having a comedian group perfonn on 
Wednesday night followed on TI1ursday night witl1 a special pren1iere of a 
Dustoff documentary done by Arrowhead Films. Ths documentary will 
compare Dustoff operations in Afghanistan witl1 Vietnam. Friday night will 
be tl1e 10tl1 Anniversary Celebration of tl1e filn1ing of the award winning 
docW11entary, In tl1e Shadow of tl1e Blade. Ths documenta1y got its start at 
our 2000 reunion in Wasl1ington, DC. Many of ilie "stars" of ilie show and 
crew members \vill be in attendance along \vith a special "director's cut'' of 
ilie film. Ths is a must attend event. 

Since New O rleans.is world renown for its food, we have left two dinner 
times (\X!ednesday and Friday nights) open so you can sample ilie local food 
on your own. We will provide a list of recommendations along \vith trans­
portation inf01111ation. If you want to organize a group meal, Wednesday 
and Friday are ilie times to do tl1at If you need assistance witl1 group meals, 
please let us know. You can ilien come back to the hotel for ilie evening 
events. 

Please note that several events are capacity restricted. Ths means iliat if 
you want to participate in iliose particular events, you must sign up early. 
Also ilie hotel is restricting our room block so again you need to make reser­
vations early to insure you benefit from our special room rate of $119 per 
night. TI-Us rate may no longer be available once our room block sells out. If 
you rW1 into problems with hotel reservations, please call. 

The highlight for most reunion attendees is our closing banquet on Satur­
day night. TI-Us is tl1e only "dress up" occasion of tl1e reunion. It is a cele­
bration of our time together opening with a tribute to our n1issing men and 
closing wiili ilie change of command from our current president, Mike Law 
to ilie new one, John Sorensen after ilie meal. E ntertainment \vill be a brass 

(contintted on page 16) 
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Is there golf in Neu; Orleans you ask? There certainly is and the 2012 
Reunion Golf Tournament should be one of the best ever. The 
New Orleans area is not as overbuilt 'vith golf courses as some of 
our recent Reunion sites and thus we are not able to enjoy quite as 
good a deal on the greens fees portion of our entry fee'. Normal 
greens fees at our tournament club are $110 but obv10usly we 
have negotiated a better rate. Most local tournaments m the area 
that include two meals and self fund most of their prizes have 
entry fees in the $120-$140 range. We are firmly committed to 
put this VHP A tournament on for an entry fee of under $100.00. 
This is quite a challenge considering that it is much harder to get 
local sponsors for prizes for a tournament that's composed of 
99% out of town participants. But as anyone who has dealt with 
aircraft maintenance knows, we have done so much for so long 
with so little that we are now qualified to do almost anything witl1 
nothing. 

So here goes. We are scheduled to play on August 2, 2012 at tl1e 
historic Lakewood Golf Club (formerly Lakewood Country Club). 
Check it out at http:/ /www.lakewoodgolf.com/ . The club has 
been owned since 2003 by the local Fireman's Retirement Fund 
and they are helping their Brothers in uniform with a deal on 
prices. Lakewood is a 7,002 yard, par-72 course located in. the 
City of New Orleans on "The West Bank" side of tl1e Miss1ss1pp1 
River. Most visitors to the city only see parts of the East Bank 
which is where you find the French Quarter, the Mercedes 
Louisiana Super Dome, Audubon Park and Zoo and on and on. 
The \'\!est Bank, or as folks who live on that side of tl1e river call 
it, "The Best Bank'', is quite historical for communities such as 
Algiers Point which is just a short ferry boat ride across tl1e .river 
from the Reunion hotel. Lakewood Gold Club 1s a histonc site m 
its own right. The course opened in 1961 and was the New 
Orleans stop on the PGA TOUR froml 963 to 1988. Lakewood 
has also hosted two USG Championships as well as two Southern 
Golf Association Championships. 

The VHPA will have at least two Champions this Reunion 
because we plan to have two Flights (nice golf term for a bunch of 
pilots!) of golfers . There will be the Valor Flight for foursomes 
composed of all VHP A pilot members and the Honor Flight for 
teams that have one or more guests playing in their foursome . 
More on the 2012 tournament will be provided in the months to 
come. 

If you come in early, or stay late, there are special greens fees at 
Lakewood Monday thru Thursday for those who feel like playing 
later in the day and at anytime for those with a First Resp01'1ders 
ID. I also have full details for two other great local courses avail­
able, the Audubon Park Golf Course in Uptown New Orleans and 
the TPC Louisiana, the site of the PGA's current tournament 
stop. E-mail me and I will be glad to fix you up with all the bene­
fits of either course. 

Want more info on local New Orleans activities, food and fun? 
Send your questions to Big Chief Vee at: vhpa-newor­
leans@earthlink.net If you do not want your question/answer 
shared with other members, please state tlut in your email. 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE 2012 REUNION ... 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY 
A small group of dedicated vollU1teei-s work hard all year to put 

too-ether a memorable Reunion for our members, families and b 

friends. TI-Us small group has to commit to enteitainment and hotel 
contracts montl1s and sometimes even years in advance without 
knowing how many people will attend a particular Reunion. TI-Us cre­
ates financial risk for the VHP A to the e.,,tent that in some yeai-s it is 
almost a "bet the farm" type of situation. 

TI1ere is nothing more fi.ustrating than having to re-negotiate tens 
of thousands of dollars in hotel and vendor comrni011ents at the last 
minute because we are unsure of attendance. TI1is not only has the 
potential of affecting the quality of the Relli1ion but also takes away 
financial advantages because we have to "give away" benefits (like 
lower drink and food prices and free rooms for staff and enteitainei-s 
that now we must pay for) to lower financial risk. Believe me, the 
hotel takes advantage of mu: vulnei-ability. 

The Orlando Reunion was a pe1fect e.,,ai11ple. A few weeks before 
the Relll1ion, registrations were so light it looked like we were going to 
n1iss our hotel room block commitment wl1ich would have created 
tens of tho~1sands of dollm-s in penalties. In other words, we were 
going to have to pay for en1pty rooms. Because of that, we re-negoti­
ated the room block with the hotel and thus gave thousai1ds of dol­
lars in benefits back to tl1e hotel. We bad to minin1ize our loss. 
Everytl.1ing we saw said the Orlando Relll1ion was going to lose 
money. TI1en at the last n1inute reservations picked up ai1d we met 
the original room block, so giving up the benefits turned into money 
lost to the VHP A. TI1e hotel was happy because they made more 
money. 

We went from a potential substantial loss to a slight "profit" thanks 
mainly to Niike Law's excellent Reunion management. But if 
Relll1ion Registrations and room reseivations had been made earlier, 
we would not have had to re-negotiate the hotel contrnct, we would 
have genernted a nice reserve for future Rell11ions ai1d the Rell11ion 
Comn1itteemen would not have gained a bunch of gray hair. 

For Reunion p!Mning pmposes, we really need peqple to register 
early and not wait till the last minute. There are significant financial 
ran1ifications to the VHP A if we get projected attendat1ce wrong so 
the earlier we know who's ~oming, the lower the risk. E1-']Jerience 
indicates that opening registrntion in December is far better than in 
January or Febrnmy, so we have moved eveiything fotward and the 
on-line registrntion system for the New Orleans Relll1ion went hot in 
n1id-December. But, having the Relll1ion planning complete by mid 
December meant that the schedule, pricing, contracts, attendance 
numbers and the monetary comn1itment calculations also had to be 
complete by then. And so the "Guessing-Grune" has begi.m; but 
unlike a lot of gai11es, tens of thousaJ1ds of dollars are again at stake. 

Please do your patt and register early for the Reunion. Some events 
are capacity limited and the hotel room block is also fu11ited. If you 
wait to register for the Reunion, you n1ight 11-llss out on some events 
plus you 11-llght not get the special $119 a night hotel room rate. 
Besides, this Relll1ion will be a lot of fi.m ai1d one you don't want to 
n1iss! 

Thanks far registe1ing early, 

GmyRoush 
E-Mail: webmaster@vhpa.org 

National Reunion Co111111ittee Chairman 
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TUESDAY, JULY 31 
EARLY BIRD: CAJUN DINNER 
6:00prn Tuesday, July 31 

What bener way to start this New O rleans 
Reunion than with an amhentic· Cajun din­

ner. Take the short walk across the street to 
M ulares for a delicious Cajun dinner. Sit in _,,._._.._...., 

the main dining room/dance hall, where the sights and sounds of rhe Cajun 
culture come alive in this authentic atmosphere. Your dinner includes salad, a 
choice of enrrees including catfish, shrimp or chicken, and dessert. After din­
ner, stroll back to the hotel for the Early Bird Reception, rake a sp in on the 
dance floor or just sit back, relax and enjoy the sounds of the band. Don't miss 
it! This tour is limited to just 80 people. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1 
NEW ORLEANS CITY & FRENCH 
QUARTER TOUR#l 
9:00arn-l 1:30arn Wednesday, August I 

Board your luxmy coach and travel through three cen­
turies of history as you tour some of New Orleans' top 
attractions. Absorb the sights & sounds of the world 
famous French Quarter and historic Jackson Square, 

home of the Cabildo and Presbyrere Musewns. 'Visit one of the historic cemeteries 
referred to as "Cities of the Dead," and learn about this wuque above grmmd burial 
system. Marvel at stories of voodoo and piracy on Bayou Sr. John, the waterway 
used by Jean Lafine and 11is band of pirates, as you make your way to the shores of 
Lake Pontchartrain, where you ~ see the longest bridge over water in the world, 
the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway. Follow the path of the Sr. Charles Avenue 
streetcar, the oldest continuously operating passenger railway system in the world, 
past the homes of fo rmer Kings & Queens of Mardi Gras, stately mansions and the 
world-fumous, exclusive Garden District. Tour includes a drive through the Lower 
9th Ward and the Lakeview area, rwo of the areas most affected by Hurricane Kat­
rina. The tour will end near your hotel, in the French Quarter. 

Following the guided city tour you may rake the bus back to the hotel or spend 
some rime on your own in the French Quarter. If you stay in the Quarter, the bus 
will pick you at 1:45prn to renm1 to the hotel or you may return on your own later. 

(Tlus tour is also offered on Thursday, August 2, 9:00-11 :OOam & Friday, August 
3, 1:30-3:30prn) 

COMBO TOUR: NATIONAL WWII W'Cl!ll!.'ili.? 

MUSEUM, LUNCH & 
VICTORY BELLES SHOW 
9:00arn-2:30prn Wednesday August 1 

Dedicated in 2000 as T he National D-Day 
M useum and now designated by Congress as 
the country's official World War II M useum. 
T his remarkable attraction illuminates the American experience during the 
WWII era with moving personal stories, historic artifac ts and powerful interac­
tive displays. From the Normandy Invasion to rhe sands of Pacific Islands and 
the "home front", the museum brings to life the team work, optimism, courage 
and sacrifice of the men and women who won rhe war and changed the world. 
You will have the morning to visit the M useum at your own pace. Your tour 
includes the ft!.111 "Beyond All Botmdaries", narrated and produced by T orn 
H anks, a unique and powerful film abom the G reatest Generations journey. 
T hen relax in the Stage Door Canteen fo r a ve1y special lunch and show. The 
Victo1y Belles is a charming vocal trio who will rake you on a nostalgic.journey 
through World War II era musical classics. Enjoy a trip down memory lane 
with their spirited performances of such hits as Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy, 

D on't Sir U nder the Apple Tree, I'll be Seeing You, and Chattanooga Choo 
Choo. Prior to the show, enjoy a delicious all-you~can-eat luncheon buffer. 

Victory Belles show seating is limited. 

WWII MUSEUM ONLY #1 

American experience during the WWII era with moving per­
sonal stories, historic artifacts and powerful interactive d is­
plays. From the Normandy Invasion to the sands of Pacific 
Islands a.i:id the "home front", the museum brings to life the 
teamwork, optimism, courage and sacrifice of the men and women who won 
rhe war and changed the world. You will have the morning to visit the Muse­
um at your own pace. Your tour includes the film "Beyond All Boundaries", 
narrated and produced by T om H anks, a unique and powerful film abom 
the Greatest Generations journey. 
(T our also offered on Friday, August 3, 1:30-S:OOpm and Saturday, August 
4, 9:30am-1 :30pm) 

VICTORY BELLES SHOW 
&LUNCH ONLY 
11 :30arn -2:30prn Wednesday August I 

For those of you who are interested in the lunch and 
show, bur not the Museum, this is your tour! Trans­
portation will be provided to the Stage Door Canteen, 

located in the WWII Museum in rinle to enjoy the lunch and show. The Vicro1y 
Belles is a charming vocal trio who will rake you on a .nostalgic journey through 
World War II era musical classics. Enjoy a trip down memory lane with their spilit­
ed performances of such hits as Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy, Don't Sit U nder the 
Apple T ree, I'll b~ Seeing You, and Chananooga Choo Choo. Prior to the show, 
enjoy a delicious all-you-can-ear lundieon buffer. Victory BeOes show seating is 
limited. 

COMBO TOUR: 
NEW ORLEANS CITY TOUR, 
LUNCH & VICTORY BELLES SHOW 
9:00arn-2:30prn Wednesday, August 1 

Enjoy the city tour .as described above, following rhe city 
tour you will be taken directly to the Victo1y Belles Show & 
lw1di at the W orld W ar II Musewn. Please note you will 
not have time on your own in the French Quarter if you 
m oose rl1is combo tour and you will nor remrn to the hotel 
between the 2 events. 

3 CHARMERS OF NEW ORLEANS 
COMEDY SHOW 
8:30prn-10:00prn Wednesday, August 1 

U.CkyAllen 

The 3 C harmers are amazingly funny come­
dians that bring the unique taste of New Orleans with its relentless spirit to 
the stage. Tonight's show features characters with personalities that are unfor­
gettable because they are true New Orleanians and express that with their 
New Orleans accents on stage in a funny way. N ew Orleans has had its fair 
share of obstacles in recent years, from Hurricane Katrina to the BP Oil Spill. 
Yet, here is a culture rhar refuses to go away, and holds on right to preserve its 
place as one of the most unique cities in rhe world. This production stages 
stand-up comedy along with skits that will rake you through the trials rhar 

Page 10 The VHP A A via tor 



N ew Orleans is having to overcome, and mixes it with the joy of being able to 
still call their city home. The heart-warming skits feature Ms. Inez Lappicola 

(played by Becky Allen) who says how she lost everything in the wake of Katri­
na and her dearest friend M s. Loyce Cangelosi (Amanda Hebert) who stands 

by her friends trials through it all. Then the stand-up comedy of Jodi Borrello 
will share the meaning of the family unit in N ew Orleans with the type of 

humor like no other. By the end of the show you will come to love these ladies! 
D on't miss this evening oflaughter presented by 3 women who are proud to 

share with you why they are never going to leave their hometown. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
7:00am-2:00pm Thursday, August 2 

The Annual VHP A Golf Tournament 

will t ake place at the Lakewood Golf 
C lub. A recent multi-million dollar ren­

ovation m akes Lakewood Golf C lub 
one of the m ost exciting courses to play 

w ith ch all en gin g fairw ays , t ees and 
gr ee n s . N es tl ed among b eautiful 

Louisiana cypress and oaks, Lakewood Golf C lub is one of the South's pre­
mier golf destinations. The day will begin with a continental breakfast at 

the club followed by a shotgun start at 8:00am, and end with lunch at the 

C lub House. The fee includes use of prac tice facility, greens fees, cart, 
lunch, roundtrip transportation, all taxes, and gratuities. Golf clubs are 

available fo r rent for a fee of $55. Those wh o sign up to play will be con­
tacted by the golf coordinator, Vic Lent with additional information. 

PLANTATION TOUR 

8:30am-4:30pm Thursday, August 2 
T oday, you will experience a bygone 

era at two of the South's most sp ectacu­

la r Plantations. Begin at the Laura 

Plantation, located on the banks of the 
Mississippi River and in the middle of 

N ew Orleans Plantation Country. The 

home is surrounded by the sugar plan­
tation, gardens and slave cabins. Your guided tour of the plantation starts 

with a visit through the Maison Principale, built in 1805 . The tour 
includes the raised basement and galleries, men's and women's chambers, 

offices, service rooms and common room s. Even though you will see Lau­
ra's family hei rlooms and their C reole furnishings, the tour sp otlights the 

charmed but tragic lives of the plantation's inhabitants. Following the 

guided tour, you will have time to 

. visit the unique gift shop before 
boarding your coach for the short 

drive to the Oak Alley Plantation . 
Built in 1839, O ak Alley is one of 

th e m os t pho tographed pl anta­
tions ever. Upon arrival, marvel at 

the unbelievable quarter-mile long 

alley of 28 magnificent oak t rees, 
each ove r 2 50 yea rs old. Yo ur 

~!l!!!l~~lliiii pl ant a ti o n v isit begins w ith a 
Cajun luncheon buffet in the turn 

of the century pavilion (the pavilion is air conditioned). The luncheon 

menu includes gumbo, etouffee and jambalaya. Following the lunch, you 
will be taken on a guided tour of the mansion, which will reveal the fasci­
nat ing stories of the home and its histo ry. After the guided tour, there 

will be time to stroll through the well-manicured grounds at your leisure, 

si t on the porch and sip a Mint Julep , as well as visit the O ak Alley G ift 
Shop and the Blacksmith's Shop. This is going to be a wonderful day out 
with your friends. Don' t miss it. 

Please note: I t is about a I hour drive to the Plantations in an 
air conditioned bus. Both Plantation homes are air conditioned. 
You will have time to st roll the grounds of both mansions where you 
will be outside. This tour is limited to 80 people. 

NEW ORLEANS CITY & FRENCH 
QUARTER TOUR #2 

9:00am-l 1:00am Thursday, August 2 
A complete descrip tion of this event may be 

found lmder the same heading on the sched­
ul e fo r Wedn es d ay, A ugust 1st, in the 

9:00am-l l :30arn slot. Following the guided 

city tour you may take the bus back to the hotel or spend some time on yot1r ~ 
own in the French Quarter. If you stay, the bus will p ick you at 1:30pm to 
return to the hotel or you may return on yom own later. · 

PADDLEWHEELLUNCH CRUISE 

l 1:00am-2:00pm Thursday, August 2 
Board your authentic steamboat and take a 

step back in time, when cotton was king and 
lifi: was as slow as the current on the M ississip­

pi River. As you cruise on New Orleans' only 
authentic stean1boat, you will be an1azed by 

the sights of one of the world's most active ports and the beautifoJ view of New 

Orleans from the con1fon of your stean1boat. Your narrated 2 hour lw1d1 cruise 
includes an all-you-can-eat buffet whid1 includes 3 entrees, several side dishes, salads, 
and an extensive dessert display. Afi:er lunch, enjoy the view as you relax to the 

sow1ds of the "Dukes ofDixieland" jazz band. Don't miss this wonderfiil day out on 
the river, and the d1ance to spend time with your friends and fumily. · 

COMBO TOUR: NEW ORLEANS CITY TOUR 
& PADDLEWHEEL LUNCH CRUISE 

9:00am-2:00pm Thursday, August 2 
Enjoy the city tour as described above, following the city tour you will be taken 

di rectly to the paddlewheel lunch cruise. You will no t return to the ho tel 
between rl1e 2 events and will not have time on your own in the French Quarter. 

NEW ORLEANS: MARDI GRAS 
&MAYHEMTOUR#l 

2:00pm-5:00pm Thursday, August 2 
New Orleans is renowned fur Mardi Gras Cele­

bration, in recent years the city has also become 

known fo r the disaster of Hurricane Katrina. 
T odayyou will learn about both. Since 1699, when 

Pierre Le Moyne, Sieur d'Iberville celebrated his 
arrival at the mouth of the M ississippi on Shrove 

Tuesday, Mardi Gras has been integrally linked to 
Louisiana's culmral heritage. Yolll· tour begins at 

Blain Kern's Mardi Gras W orld which is literally 

the place where Mardi Gras magic is made. Step 
inside cl1e giant warehouse 6lled wid1 the fumous 

M ardi G ras floats and props. W alk among the 
towering figures of funrasy, and watd1 d1e artists of Blaine Kern Studios, d1e world­
renowned masters of Camival sculpnu·e and float building, at work in d1eir shops. 

Mardi Gras W orld is a world of wonders, and d1e most unique expression of d1e spirit 
and culture of d1is annual Carnival. Then take d1e short ride to d1e Presbytere located 

in Jackson Square. You will see r:wo fuscinating exhibits: the M ardi GL-as Exhibit and 
cl1e Katrina Exhibit Based on original researd1, the Mardi Gras exhibit traces the emer­

gence ofN ew Orleans' parades and balls to die present -day statewide extravaganza d1at 
attracrs millions. The vast scope of cl1e Musewn's collection appears in dlJ:ee fucus gal­
b ies complete with fuvors, souvenirs, invitations, whicl1 are displayed in huge cases and 
"open storage" cabinets. The most dazzling focus gallery- the C rown Jewels Vault -

houses an astonishing array of tiaras, scepters, necklaces and other baubles worn by gen­
erations of royalty. Katrina & Beyond is a must-see exhibit on the history and science of 
d1is awesome stom1. Eyewimess accmmts, state-of-the-art multimedia displays and 

iconic objecrs collected in the afren11ad1 of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005, pro­
vide an unfurgettable e>..perience ofloss and devastation. 111is exhibit will inspire you; it 

is ultimately a cdebration of the spirit of seLvice and resilience in die fuce of carastrophe 
& Mayhem. Please note: A small portion of d1is tour is not air conditioned; you will 
be required to walk 4 blocks fiom the bus to one of d1e M useums. 
(This tour is also offered on Saturday, August 4th fiom 10: l 5an1-l: l 5pm.) 
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MARDI GRAS WORLD DINNER 
6:00pm-10:00pm Thursday, August 2 

Step off th e coach, and wa lk 
through the stunning Mardi Gras 
floats and props stored at Blain Kerns 
Mardi Gras world, you will be awed at 
the creations which bring Mardi Gras 
to life. Then step into the Grand Oaks 
Mansion , New Orleans' on ly indoor 
antebellum mansion replica. Enjoy a cocktail among the brick walkways, 
moss-draped oaks, starry night sky and winding waterway. Make your 

· way up the mansions grand staircase to the River City Ballroom for din­
ner. As you sit among some of the floats and props, enjoy a delicious all­
you-can-eat buffet and beautiful view of the Mississippi River. After din­
ner, dance to the sounds of the band, or just relax and enjoy the music. 
Don't miss this dinner which will be as spectacular as Mardi Gras itself 
This will be an unforgettable even ing, don't miss it. For those interested 
in attending the "Dust Off' Movie at the hotel, early bus departures will 
be available. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3 
SPOUSE/GUEST EVENT: 
NEW ORLEANS COOKING 

~ DEMO & LUNCH 
9:30am- l :OOpm Friday, August 3 

"Make Your Mouth Happy" - Wel­
come to rhe Fun, Food & Folklore of the 
N ew Orleans School of Cooking! Don't 
miss this entertaining class where you will 
learn the basics of Louisiana cooking in a 
way you'll never forget. Fun is the prima­

ry ingredient in this kitchen! The Creole/Caj un experts will demonstrate 
how to cook some New Orleans specialties such as Gumbo, Jambalaya, 
Shrimp Creole and Pralines. Your chef demonstrators will also tell of 
New Orleans history, some rail tales and trivia. The event will rake place 
in rhe beautiful Riverview room, located in the Jax Brewery, overlooking 
the Mississ ippi River. After the demonstration, enjoy a luncheon of the 
foods prepared by the chefs and of course, recipes to rake home. Don 't 
miss it! 
Event Capacity is 200 

QUILTERS OUTING 
1:30pm-4:30pm Friday, August 3 

Attention Quilters, don't miss this oppor­
tunity to vis it one of the best quilt shops in 
Louisiana. The Quilted Owl offers a warm, 
fri endly quilting environment, while paying 
homage to the quilters of the past and their 
creativity by specializing in a vas t collection of 
reproduction fabrics and patterns. Bring your 
quilt and enj oy the "s it an d sew" and this 
unique opportu nity to spend some rime wi th your friends. There will be 
ample time to sew as well as shop at Quilted Owl, known as the "quilter's 
destination". While there is no cost to visit the Quilted Owl, participants 
are expected to pay their own taxi fare, if needed, to and from the shop 
and the hotel. Taxi fare is estimated at less than $10-$15 per person 
round trip in a full cab, $15.00 per cab each way with all the riders split­
ting that cost. The VHPA will arrange for taxi delivery and pickup. Tour 
is limited to 15 participants. 

NEW ORLEANS CITY TOUR & FRENCH QUARTER #3 
1:30pm-3:30pm Friday, August 3 
A complete description of this event may be found under rhe same head­
ing on the schedule for W ednesday, August l sr, in the 9:00am-l l :30am 
slot. Following the guided city tour you may take the bus back to the 

hotel or spend some time on your own in the French Quarter. If you stay 
in the Quarter, the bus will pick you at 5:00pm to return to the hotel or 
you may return on your own later. 

WWII MUSEUM TOUR #2 
1 :30pm-5:00pm Friday, August 3 
A complete description of this tour 
may be found und er the same 
h eadi ng o n the li stings for 
Wedne sd ay, August 1, in th e 
9:00am- l :OOpm time slot. 

~~ FRENCH QUARTER 
lJ..~~ ONYOUROWN 
~f ! , 1:30pm-5:00pm Friday August 3 

We will provide round trip trans- · 
portation from the hotel to the 
French Quarter. You will have the 
afternoo n to explore the French 
Quarter on your own. Try a hurri­

cane, enjoy some Cajun food, shop in one of the 
voodoo shops, rake a walking tour or just walk 

· down Bourbon Street and take in the sites. The 
bus will dep art from th e designated location at 
5:00pm to return to the hotel. If you wish to stay 
longer you will be on your own for Transportation 
back to the hotel. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4 
HANDS ON COOKING CLASS 
9:30am-l :30pm Saturday, August 4 

Today you will learn how to cook some 
New Orleans Specialty items. Join the chef 
at the New Orleans Cooking School and 
create your 4 course luncheon. This private 
class is a great opportunity to spend some 
rime with your friends while learning new recipes. You will be preparing an 
appetizer, soup, entre and dessert. Menu items (subject to change) include ~ 
Shrimp Remoulade, Corn & Crab Bisque, Erouffee, and bread pudding. Of ~ 
course after you make the lunch, sit down and enjoy the meal you have just cre-
ated. During the preparation and lwKh you can enjoy unlimited Abita Beer, 
wine, iced tea and coffee. You will rake home the recipes, a souvenir apron, 
and wonderful memories. 
Class is limited to 20 participants; get your forms in early! 

9:30am-1:30pm Saturday, August 4 
A complete description of this tour may be found under the 
same heading on the listings for Wednesday, August 1, in 
the 9:00am- l :OOpm time slot. 

NEW ORLEANS: MARDI GRAS & 
MAYHEM TOUR#2 
10: l Sam-1: l Spm Saturday, August 4 
A co mplete d esc ription of thi s rour 
may be found under the same heading 
on the listings for Thursday, August 2, 
in the 2:00pm-5:00p m time slot. 
Please note: A sm all portion of this 
tour is not air conditioned; you will be 
required to walk 4 blocks from the bus 
to one of the Museums. 
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OFFICIAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - THE 29TH ANNUAL REUNION OF THE VHPA 
New Orleans, Louisiana, 31 July through 5 August, 2012 

See our Website at: WWW. VHPA. org 
for the latest details and to register for the Reunion 

Tuesday - July 31st, 2012 
11:00am-11:00prn 

8:00am- 10:00prn 

1:00prn- 4:00prn 
1:00prn- 5:00prn 
1:00prn- 6:00prn 
1:00prn- 6:00prn 
6:00prn- 8:00prn 
7:00prn- 10:00prn 

0 Club Opens (Stays open, same hours, 
throughout Reunion) 

Unit Mini-Reunions and Unit TOC's open. 
They remain open 8:00am -10:00prn throughout 
Reunion, see separate schedule 

Reunion T-Shirt distribution open 
Vendor Room Opens 
Welcome & Registration Desk opens 
Tour Desk opens 
Group dinner at Mulate's Cajun Restaurant 
Early Bird Reception 

Wednesday - August 1st, 2012 
7:30am- 9:00am Tour Desk open 
9:00am- 11:00am (or1:30prn) New Orleans City & French Quarter Tour #1 
9:00am- 1:00prn WWII Museum (only) Tour #1 
9:00am- 2:30prn Combo WWII Museum Tour, Lunch 

9:00am- 2:30prn 

9:00am- 5:00prn 
10:00am-5:00prn 
11:30am-2:30prn 
1:00prn- 5:00prn 
2:00prn- 5:00prn 
3:00prn- 5:00prn 
7:00prn- 8:00prn 
7:30prn- 10:00prn 
8:30prn- 10:00prn 

& Victoty Belles Show 
Combo New Orleans City Tour, Lunch 
& Victoty Belles Show 

Vendor Room open 
Welcome & Registration Desk open 
Lunch & Victoty Belles Show (only) 
Banquet seating desk opens 
Poker Tournament #1 
Tour Desk open 
1st Time Attendee Reception 
Welcome Reception 
3 Charmers ofNew Orleans Comedy Show 

Thursday - August 2nd, 2012 
7:00am 2:00prn GolfTournament 
7:30am 10:00am Tour Desk open 
8:00am 4:00am Welcome & Registration Desk open 
8:30am 4:30am Plantations Tour & Lunch 
9:00am 10:30am HPF #1- Les Hines, Collecting Histoty 
9:00am 11:00am (or1:30prn) New Orleans City & French Quarter Tour #2 
9:00am 2:00prn Combo New Orleans City Tour and Lunch Cruise 
10:45am Noon Militaty Writers' panel discussion 
11:00am 2:00prn Paddlewheel Steamship Lunch Cruise (only) 
1:00prn 4:00prn Banquet seating desk open 
1:00prn 5:00prn Tour Desk open 
2:00prn 5:00prn Mardi Gras & Mayhem Tour #1 
2:30prn 4:00prn HPF #2 - Torn Phillips, USN CSAR 
6:00prn lO:OOprn Mardi Gras World Dinner · 

at the Grand Oaks Mansion 
8:00prn 10:00prn Film Premiere - DustoffLegacy Documentary 

Friday - August 3rd, 2012 
7:30am- 9:00am 
7:30arn- 9:30am 
9:00am- 4:00prn 
9:00arn- Noon 
9:30am- 1:00prn 

KIA/MIA Gold Star Breakfust 
Tour Desk open 
Welcome & Registration Desk open 
Business Meeting 
Spouse/GuestEvent-CookingDemo 
&Lunch 

10:30am4:00prn Banquet Seating desk open 
1:30prn- 3:30prn (orS:OOpm) New Orleans City & French Quarter Tour #3 
1:30prn- 4:30prn QuiltOuting 
1:30prn- 5:00prn WWIIMuseurnTour#2 
1:30prn- 5:00prn FrenchQuarterOn YourOwn 
2:00prn- 3:30prn HPF #3-The VietnarnAiclrive 
2:00prn- 5:00prn PokerToumarnent#2 
3:30prn- 5:00prn HPF #4-Mike Spraybeny, Search fur MIA's 
8:00prn- 10:00prn In The Shadow Of1he Blade movie 

10thAnniversaty Celebration 

Saturday - August 4th, 2012 
8:00am- 9:30am 
8:00am- 9:30arn 
9:30arn- 1:30prn 
9:30am- 1:30prn 
10:00amNoon 
10:00arn.3:00prn 
10:15am-1:15prn 
10:30am-12:30prn 
4:00prn- 6:00prn 
5:45prn- 10:30prn 

Memorial Setvice 
TourDeskopen 
Hands-on Cooking Gass 
WWIIMusetun Tour#3 
HPF#5-Jack Heslin, Battle ofKonturn 
Welrorne & Registration Desk open 
Mardi Gras & Mayhem Tour#2 
Banquet Seating desk open 
Banquet Seating desk open 
Oosing Banquet &Dance 

Reunion Continuing Events: 

Unit Mini-Reunions and Unit TOC's are scheduled daily 
from 8:00AM till 10:00 PM evety day of the Reunion - see 
separate schedule for your individual mrit's date, time and 
room assignment. 

The Vendor Room - first opens on Tuesday July 31st at 
1:00prn and remains open daily from 9:00arn - 5:00prn 
through Saturday, August 4th 

The 0 Club - first opens on Tuesday July 31st at 11:00arn and 
remains open daily from 11:00arn - 11:00prn through Satur­
day, August 4th 

Visit 
www.VHPA.org 

for the latest 
information on 
Reunion 2012 
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8:00 a.m. - 5 p .m. Daily 
Mini-reunions and unit TOCs (Tactical Operation 

· Centers) We have set aside a group of business 
rooms that will be dedicated to specific groups for 
as little time as one hour all the way to the full 
length of the reunion. We encourage groups 
(units, fligh t classes, etc.) to co-lo cate their 
reunions with the VHP A to avoid the time and 
expense to put on their own reunions. These 
groups can participate fully in all of the VHP A 
events while maintaining autpnomy. Please check 
our web site at http:/ /www.vhpa.org for details or 
to reserve space for your mini-reunion. This is a 
great way to reconnect with your past. 

11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p .m. Daily 
New this year is the "O Club" . This replaces the 
honor keg room and provides a meeting place to 
relax and enjoy the company of your old and new 
friends while partaking in an adult beverage or ,two 
from a dedicated bar with reduced prices specifi­
cally for the VHPA. This will be in a private area 
near the center of all activity conveniently co-locat­
ed witl1 tl1e mini-reunion rooms. 

Historical Presentations Forums (HPF) - Jin1 
Fulbrook and Al Roettger have put together an 
interesting group o f historical presentations this 
year. See tl1e schedule for specific times and dates: 

HPF#l - H istory of the America! Division -
Les Hines will explain how he collects historical 
infonnation on the America! Division and makes 
it available tltrm1gh CD s, DVDs and paper copies. 
While tl1e America! Division is an interesting sub­
ject on its own, the main value of his presentation 
is to learn how he has put together tl1e info1ma­
tion. Les has tl1e ability to reprint unit albums and 
has about 60 1:50,000 maps with LZs marked on 
them that he got from pilots. Using S2 and S3 
reports fro m the Na tio nal Archives, he has 
marked battles as well as LZs on these maps. He 
has acquired an amazing amount of infonn ation 
and provides the perfect model for how to do this 
type of histo.rical research. The key is to mal{e it 
available to others and he can teach you how to do 
tl1at. 

HPF# 2 - Combat Search and Rescue in Viet­
mun. Tom Phillips, a career Navy helicopter pilot 
and Vietnam combat ve teran - a Seawolf o f 
I-IA(L)-3 - will speak, supported by slides, on US 
combat rescue operations mostly over ort.h Viet­
mun and Laos. He is coautl10r of "Leave No Man 
Behind: The Saga of Combat Search and Rescue" 
which recounts tl1e history of combat SAR from 

INSIDE THE HOTEL EVENTS: 
World War I tltrough OEF in 2003. 
The presentation will deal largely with 
USAF and USN squadrons assigned 
the dedicated mission of combat res­
cue of downed allied aircrew. While 
the name Jolly Green Giant is relatively 

well known today, the names Big Mother, Sandy, 
Pedro, and Clementine and others are less well 
known but equally deserving of recognition. The 
full story of Vietnam CSAR has never before been 
collected and presented and the presentation will 
deliver material and history not seen in books, film, 
or even the History Channel. 

HPF#3 - The Vietnam Center and Archives -
representatives from Texas Tech University will 
update us on the Vietnam Archives and explain 
how to preserve your personal Vietnam War expe­
rience. The Vietnam Center and Archive collects 
and preserves the documentaty record of the Viet­
nam War, and supports and encourages research 
and education regarding all aspects of the Ameri­
can Vietnam Experience. This is the o fficial 
archives of the VHP A. 

HPF#4 - "The Battle of Kontum, 1972 Easter 
Offensive" - Lt. Col. John G . "Jack" H eslin 
(U.S.Anny, retired), the author, will speak about 
this battle 40 years after tl1e event. On March 30, 
1972, the Anny of North Vietnam (NV A) invaded 
South Vietnam. The battle that had been in the 
making fo r years had finally begun. The enemy 
opened three major fronts. The first was in I 
Corps where he sent 30,000 troops streaming 
across the DMZ. The second was in III Corps 
where tl1e enemy attacked out of his Cambodian 
sanctuaries and tried to capture the city of An Loe. 
T11e third was in II Corps where two NV A divi­
sions tried to capture the provincial capital of 
Kontum. This book is a collection of personal 
reflections by friends, family and survivors of the 
Battle ofKontum as told to Jack Heslin. 

HPF#5 - Fallen: But Not Forgotten - Mllie 
Sprayberry (CMOH) "vill show a documentary 
about his quest to locate six MIAs. In October 
1969, then-Lieutenant Mille Sprayberry received 
the nation's highest military award, the Congres­
sional Medal of Honor, for his heroic effotts dur­
ing a harrO\ving nighttime rescue in the A Shau 
Valley. But over the four subsequent decades, 
Spraybeny has remained determined to find the 
six lost men from this mission and bring them 
home, returning t\,vice to Vietnam in search of evi­
dence to initiate a formal recovery effort by the 
U.S. Atm y. This documentaty profiles Sprayber­
ry's most recent trip to Vietnam. Family members 
of the six men killed in action and tl1eir comrades 
together share t:he loss and in1mense frustration 
but also the undying hope that one day these fallen 
soldiers may finally come home. Tius docwn en­
tary is produced by award-winning CBS N ews 

cameraman Norman Lloyd and his foundation, 
th e Commitment and Sacrifice Fo undation 
(www.candsfoundation.org). 

2:00 p .m. - 5:00 p .m . Wednesday, 1 August 
2:00 p .m . - 5:00 p .m. Friday, 3 August 
Poker Tournament I & II - This is an opportu­
nity to exercise your skill at the table while spend- . 
ing time with your old and new friends in a friend­
ly game of poker. Proceeds benefit our scholar­
ship fund. 

8:30 p .m . - 10:00 p .m. Wednesday, 1 August 
3 Charmers of New Orleans Comedy Show -
The 3 Charmers are amazingly funny comedians 
tlut bring the unique taste of New Orleans witl1 its 
relentless spirit to the stage. The show features 
characters with personalities that are w1forgettable 
because they are ttue New Orleanians and express 
that witl1 their New Orleans accents on stage in a 
funny way. New Orleans has had its fair share of 
obstacles in recent years, from Hurricane Katrina 
to the BP Oil Spill. Yet, here is a culture that refus­
es to go away, and holds on tight to preserve its 
place as one of the most unique cities in the world. 
Tlus production stages stand-up comedy along 
with skits that .will take you tltrough tl1e trials that 
New Orleans is having to overcome, and mixes it 
with the joy of being able to still call their city 
home. The heart-wanning skits feature Ms. Inez 
Lappicola (played by Becky Allen) who says how 
she lost everything in the wake of Katrina and her 
deares t friend Ms. Loyce Cangelosi (Amanda 
H ebert) who stands by her friends trials tltrough it 
all. Then ilie stand-up comedy of Jodi Borrello will 
share the meaning o f the family unit in N ew 
Orleans with the type of hwnor like no other. By 
the end of the show you will come to love these 
ladies! D on't miss this evening of laughter pre­
sented by 3 women who are proud to share and 
interact with you why iliey are never going to leave 
their hometown. 

10:45 a.m. - Noon, Thursday, 2 August 
Military Writers' Panel Discussion - organized 
by John Penny our book reviewer and D avid 
Adams our magazine editor. We're changing the 
fotmat from last year's "ta&" to pulling together a 
"panel discussion" of 4 to 5 successful VHP A 
authors who have just published ilieir own new 
book. John Penny will lead ilie discussion con­
cerning how these new authors broke into the 
writing business, how they found an agent to 

champion their work and how they selected a pub­
lisher to print tl1eir book. We'll try to cover all the 
good iliings, as well as many of ilie potential prat­
falls these men have encountered in bringing their 
drean1s to life. Thinking of writing a book? Want 
to share it with o thers? Want to make some 
money doing it? T11en reserve your seat at tlus 
year's Military Writer's panel discussion. 
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8:00 p .m . - 10:00 p.m. Thursday, 2 August 
Dustoff Legacy Documentary Premiere - by 
Arrowhead Films, producers of In The Shadow 
Of The Blade. This documentary will compare 
Dustoff operations in Afghanistan ·with Viet­
nam. Movie director Pat Fries traveled to 
Afghanistan to film today's version of Dustoff. 
The Unit he filmed was commanded by Major 
Patrick Zenk, w h ose fath er Bruce (n ow 
deceased) served in the original Vietnam War 
Dustoff unit and inspired his son to follow in 
his foo tsteps. I t will touch your heart as you 
see today's helicopter flight crews save the lives 
o f our young soldiers just as we did over 40 
years ago. Dustoff dates back to the Korean 
War and was more fully developed during the 
Vietnam War, resulting in an unprecedented 
survival rate for combat injured troops. Today, 
an American marine or soldier wo unded in 
action has a 95% chance of surviving, due in 
large part to the rapid respon se of highly 
trained helicopter medical evacuation crews. 

7:30 a.m . - 9:00 a .m. Friday, 3 August 
Gold Star F amily Breakfas t - organized by 
Julie Kink. This is an opportunity to recognize 
our Gold Star families . All are welcome to 
attend. These families are extremely apprecia­
tive o f the fact that their loved ones did not die 
alone and that we care about them and remem­
ber them like a brother. 

9:00 a .m . - Noon Friday, 3 August 
Annual Business Meeting (ABM) - This is 

when we conduct the o ffi cial business of the 
association. On Friday morning you will hear 
committee chairman give reports on their activ­
ities over the past year and you will have the 
opportunity to vote on adminis trative issues 
and elect our nex t two Executive Co un cil 
members. This is a good time to learn about 
the workings of the VHP A behind the scenes 
and to influence the future direction of our 
association. 

8:00 p.m. -10:00 p .m : Friday, 3 August 
In the Shadow of the Blade (ITSOTB) 10th 
Anniversary Celebration of the filming of this 
award winning docwnentary. This documen­
tary got its start at the VHP A 2000 reunion in 
Washington, DC. Many of the "stars" of the 
show and crew members .will be in attendance 
along with a special "director's cut" of the film. 
In the Shadow of the Blade follows a combat 
UH -1 "Huey" helicopter across America to tell 
the stories of Vietnam veterans and their fanu­
lies . The Huey used in this documentary is 
now on display in the Snuthsonian Musewn of 
American H istory in Was hing ton , D C. 
ITSOTB has become a powerful catalyst fo r 
emotional healing, reconciliation, and tribute as 
veterans share, reflect, and demonstrate to the 
world that one can "hate war, but love the 
American warrior. " 

8:00 a.m . - 9:30 a.m. Saturday, 4 August 
M emori al Se rvice - organized by secre­
tary/ treasurer Tom Payne and VHPA member 

Gary Rossomme. It is the perfect sett:irig and 
opportunity to reflect and remember our fallen. 

5:45 p .m . - 10:30 p .m. Saturday, 4 August 
Closing Banquet - The highligh t for most 
reunion attendees is our closing banquet on 
Saturday night. This is th e only "dress up" . 
occasion of the reunion. I t is a celebration of 
our time together opening with a tribute to om 
n1issing men and closing with the change of 
command from our current president, :Mike 
Law to the new one, John Sorensen after the 
meal. E ntertainment will be a brass dance 
band playing tunes from our youth. For those 
who just want to visit, there will be a comfort­
able place just outs.ide the banquet hall were it 
will be less noisy during the dance. 

Everyone is welcome to attend any or all of 
these events. Also the HPF presenters will 
have their books, CD s and D'VD s for sale in 
the vendor room throughout the reunion. 

Check our web site at 
http:/ / www.vhpa.org for the latest and 

greatest reunion inform ation. Please sign 
up now so you do not miss out on those 

events that are cap acity restricted. 

Gary Roush 
webmaster@vhpa. org 

National R enn.ion Committee Chairman 

Vietn~m He 10 Operq'hans 
'' Rotot"heae\s Retu t·n" 

IS 

proud to offer VHPA two choices in 20 12 for our 
moving tours back to Vietnam. Come back with llliillllM• 
brother VHPA Aviators to visit places that have deep 
meaning for all hel icopter pil ots; names like: Sa igon, 
Cu Chi, Dong Tam, Phouc Vinh, Bien Hoa, An Loe, M•MP.11 
Long Bien, Da Nang, Vung Tau, Quang Tri , An Khe, 
Pleiku, Tay N inh , Dong Ha, Song Be, China Beach, 
Khe Sanh , Hanoi, Hoi An, H ue City, Quy Nhon , and 
many more. Our 15-day tour fo r Only $2495 for 2012. 
Register now to get back in country. 

Woodbridge, VA 22193-5285 
703-590-1295 * 800-722-9501 

mhtours@miltours.com * www.miltours.com 

25 Aug- 8 Sep 2012 & 
NEW 'l'OUll: 20 APll-L1HAY2012 

50"" ANN1'7EllSAllY 01~ THE \'IE'l'NAH 
WAil l HH2-Cll-2 I 'l'llANSI,Oll'l'A'l'ION 
CO}ll,ANIES & OPEllA'l'ION "SllUPl,Y" 

Start of Helicopter Operations in Vietnam 

Tout Leqqet": John Powell, 119 (qV 
Your dollats still go far today! 
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Take a Leadership Role 
in the VHPA 

D o you have the time to p articip ate on the VHP A E xecutive 
Council? The VHPA leadership citcle is the focal point for execut­
ing and en suring the association's mission, and is made up by 
members just like you. Your Executive Council (EC) consists of six. 
members: past P resident, presiding President, Vice President, and 
three members-at-large (senior, mid-term and junior). 

Executive Council p articipation is interesting. It provides a portal 
to understanding and assisting the efforts that create successful 
national reunions, year after year, and gives you the chance to assist 
in the long term VHP A effort to ensure a complete historical legacy 
and enduring scholarship program. The m echanics of EC activities 
include a r:p.onthly telephone conference call to discuss and m ake 
administrative decisions on VHP A functions, and frequent e-mails 
to share details of ongoing activities. 

An election is held each year at the Annual Business Meeting to fill 
the positions of Vice President (VP) and Junior Member at Large, 
and each brings a three-year commitment to ensure leadership con­
tinuity. The elected VP candidate will serve the first year as Vice 
President, the following year as President, and the final year as 
Immediate Past President; the elected Member at Large will serve 
one year as Junior, one year as Midterm, and one year as Senior 
Member at Large. 

The requitement for candidates is straightforward: the individual 
must be an active member for one year prior to the first day of the 
2012 annual VHPA National Reunion. The nomination process is 
easy, as well. You m ay personally volunteer or you may nominate 
another active VHPA member who is willing to serve. The nomina-

Ne111 Orleans is back jiw11 Katrina (continued froJll page 8) 
dance band playing ti.mes from our youth. 

·we are meeting in New O rleans during the hurricane season so it 
is importan t to understand our cancellation and refund policy. The 
Hilton and the city of New O rleans have learned from Katrina and 
have put in place evacuation procedures to use in case o f a threaten­
ing hurricane so you will no t end up in the Super D ome with no 
foo d and water in the. unlikely event o f a hurricane while we are 
there. The reunion cutoff date is 11 J uly 201 2. This mean s that full 
refunds can be received minus a $15 cancellation fee if cancellations 
are received by HQ before noon on 11 July 2012. This is also the 
date our roo m block and special room ra te in the ho tel expires. 
Please no te that this is th ree weeks before the beginning of the 
reunio n. A fter that date, you can use our Cancellation \'V'aiver Pro­
gram for an additional fee. For details, go to http:/ /www.vhpa.org 
Travel expenses are no t the responsibility of the VH PA so if you are 
concerned about that financial exposure, you need to make o ther 
arrangements to cover potential cancellations. 

For those of yo u flying to the reunion there are a few options for 
transporta tion to your ho tel. You may consider a taxi, which will 
cost about $35 each way. We have arranged for special discounted 
transportation ra tes with Airport Shuttle New O rleans. The dis­
cow1ted rate is $35 per person round trip or $20 per person one way. 
R ese rvatio n s n eed to b e m ad e in advan ce o n-lin e . See 
http: / /www.vhpa.org for a link to tl1eir site. After the ini tial onlin e 
reservation, changes can be made by calling Airport Shuttle New 
O rleans on 866-596-2699. · 

There are several options for traveling around New Orleans. The 
hotel is located about 3/ 4 mile from tl1e French Quarter, and close 
to many other downtown attrac tions (maps will be available at regis-

tion, however, must be received in writing (e-mail or letter) by the 
VHPA EC Junior-Member at Large not later than midnight, June 

15, 2012. 
The election will take place at the Annual Business Meeting dur­

ing the 2012 reunion in N ew Orleans, LA. Candidates for all posi­
tions must be in attendance, complete rules for conducting the elec­

tion will be provided in the application packet. . 
E xecutive Council members have specific duties, but all are 

expected to attend and assist during the annual national reunion, 
participate at the annual business meeting, be available for the 
monthly conference call and actively attend to VHP A interests. 

Since you are expected to attend and serve at the reunions, the hotel 
is contracted to provide you with complimentary accommodations. 

To volunteer, nominate, or to discuss the EC duties and election 
process, please contact Clyde Romero, our current Junior Member 
at Large and Election Coordinator. He will provide you with an 
application packet and form to complete and return. The nominee 
form details basic biographical information which will be posted to 

the VHPA website by June 20, 2012. This notice itself fulfills VHPA 
policy to notify members and to seek nominees for the Vice Presi­
dent and Junior Member at Large positions. My contact informa­
tion is: 

Clyde Romero 

The VHP A remains successful through the work of volunteers just like 
you. Please consider contributing the gift of your time and enthusiasm 
and volunteer to serve on the VHP A Executive Council. 

tration). You may want to walk to some of the closer attractions, 
remember the weather will be very hot and hwnid, don't forget to 
take bo ttled water. Taxis are also available at the ho tel 24 hours a 
day. You may want to consider one of the historic streetcars. T he 
Rapid T ransit Authority offers three streetcar lines: the St. Charles 
line, the Canal Street line, and the Riverfront line. All lines either run 
along or intersect with Canal Street in the area between the French 
Q uarter and the Central Business District (CBD). The streetcar is a 
fun and economical way to get around the city, and offer relaxing 
views of the beauty, charm and history of N ew Orleans for little 
cost. The streetcar fare is $1.25 for adults and $.40 for seniors each 
way (exact change is needed). Streetcar maps will be available at reg­
istration. 

For ho tel reservations, please use the special link on our web site at 
http:/ /www.vhpa.org 

Having difficulty getting around or need a wheelchair? That is no 
reason to miss this reunion. Home Medical E quipment and Supplies 
has made special arrangements with the H ilton to provide regular 
and powered wheelchairs for your use. To reserve a chair, please see 
h ttp: / /www.mrwheelchair.com/ or con tact them by phone at 800-
548-9672. 

That's it. Check our web site at http:/ /www.vhpa.org for the lat­
est and greatest reunion information. Please sign up now so you do 
no t miss out on those even ts that are capacity restricted. 

Gary Roush 
webmaster@vhpa.org 

National Reunion Committee Chairman 
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r------------------------------------------------------------------
VHPA 29th Annual Reunion • New Orleans, LA• July 31 -August 5, 2012 

N ATIONAL R EUNION R EG I STRATION FORM Voice (8 17) 778-4827 

Information and register online at www.vhpa .org or mail completed form 
to: VHPA Headquarters , 407 W. College St., Grapevine, TX 76051-5218 

Member name: Member No .: 
Address: 

Toll Free (800) 505-VHPA (8472) 
Emai l HQ@vhpa.org 
Fax (954) 30 1-0742 

Wheelchair? D Yes 
Address chancre? D Yes 

~-: ------------~------'S_ta~t~e~: -----~-----=Z=i.i::..:_: ___________ _ 
Email address: Tele hone: 
Wife/guest name: Hometown: 
Guest name: Hometown: 
Guest name: Hometown: 
Guest name: Hometown: 

EVENT #Att d' en In! p· nee 
Registration throuqh 4/30/12* @$40 
Reqistration 5/1 /12 and after* @$50 
Registration for under aqe 21 @$15 
Group Dinner at Mulate's (July31) @$45 
Early Bird Reception (July 31 ) NoCharqe 
New Orleans City & French Quarter #1 (Auq 1) @$45 
WWII Museum (only) Tour#1 (Aug 1) @$39 
WWII Museum, Victory Belles & Lunch (Aug 1} @$79 
New Orleans, Victory Belles & Lunch (Aug 1) @$99 
Victory Belles Show & Lunch (only) (Aug 1) @$65 
Poker Tournament #1 (Aug 1) @$25 
1st Time Attendee Reception (Aug 1) No Charqe 
Welcome Reception (Aug 1) No Charqe 
3 Charmers Comedy Show (Aug 1) @$15 
Golf Tournament with Breakfast & Lunch (Aug 2) @$95 
Plantations Tour & Lunch (Aug 2) @$99 
New Orleans City & French Quarter #2 (Aug 2) @$45 
New Orleans Ci!Y & Lunch Cruise (Aug 2) @$75 
Paddlewheel Lunch Cruise (only) (Aug 2) @$50 
Military Writers ' Panel Discussion (Aug 2) No Charqe 
Mardi Gras & Mayhem Tour #1 (Aug 2) @$55 
Mardi Gras World Dinner (Aug 2) @$90 
Dustoff Documentary Premiere ·· (Aug 2) @$7 
KIA/MIA Gold Star Breakfast (Aug 3) @$26 
Gold Star Breakfast Soonsorship (Aug 3) @$26 
Annual Business Meetinq (Aug 3) No Charqe 
Spouse/Guest Cookinq Demo & Lunch (Aua 3) @$49 
New Orleans City & French Quarter #3 (Aug 3) @$45 
Quilters Outinq (Aug 3) No Charqe 
WWII Museum (only) Tour #2 (Aug 3) @$39 
French Quarter Trans~ortation (only) (Auq 3) @$15 
Poker Tournament #2 (Aug 3) @$25 
In The Shadow of The Blade Screeninq (Aug 3} @$10 
Memorial Service (Aug 4) NoCharqe 
Hands-on Cookina Class (Aug 4) @$165 
WWII Museum Tour #3 (Aug 4) @$39 
Mardi Gras & Mayhem Tour #2 (Aug 4) @$55 
Closing Banquet (Aug 4) @$74 
Closinq Banquet - Child (Auq 4) @$15 
Non-Reqistered Guest at Banquet (Aua 4) @$90 

Total From Sidebars xxxxx xxxxx 
VHPA Dues (if not dues current) 1 year @$36 
VHPA Dues (if not dues current) 3 years @$99 
Life membership (Call HQ for exact amount) 
2012 CD or Pa~er Directory Fee @$10 
Mult. Year CD or Paper Directory Fee (#of Years x $10) 

GRAND TOTAL $ 

T t I oa 

21 or older? D Yes/Wheelchair? D Yes 
21 or older? D Yes/Wheelchair? D Yes 
21 or older? D Yes/Wheelchair? D Yes 
21 or older? D Yes/Wheelchair? D Yes 

_ HPF event fee $25.00 
One $25fXJ PER FAMILY fee buys access to e1.oe1)•011e ofll1e 
jii>e HPF eve111sfor20/2 . It also buy$ a DVD of all of 
last year's sessions. 

Total $ __ 

Total $ __ _ T-Shirts 
_S@$ 18 _ M @$18 _L@$ 18 

_XL@$18 _XXL@$ 19 _XXXL@$20 

Banquet Meal 

_ Beef _Fish _ Vegetable 

Voluntary Contributions: 

VHPA Membership Fund $ ___ _ 

VHPA Scholarship Fund $ ___ _ 

VHPA General Fund $ _____ _ 

Vietnam War Museum $ ____ _ 

VHPA Reunion Sponsorship $_· __ _ 

R EFUND POLICY 

IMPORTANT: Please review the details of the 
Refund Policy, including the limited opprntuni­

ty to purchase a Refund Guaranty avai I able 
only on a one-time basis at the time of registra­

tion, which is posted online at the official 
VHPA website: www.vhpa.org 

Refu nd G urantee Fee 

(10 % of Total Events)$ _____ _ 

OFFICIAL REGISTRATION 
CANCELLATION DATE IS 
NOON , CST, 11 J ULY 2012 . 

I MPORTANT: Please review Reunion 
Refund & Cancellation Policy carefully 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 
MC/Visa#: _ _ ______ _ 

Exp. Date: _________ _ 

Signature: _________ _ 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYMENT 
In lieu of a credit card, you can mail 
a check or money order payable to 

"VHPA" withform. 

* Each person 21 and older must pay the ji1/I 
registration fee, except for banquet-only guests. 

------------------------------------------------------------------
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LOOKING FOR 
Looking/or information on the Battle of Dong Xoai, June 10, 1965 

I have been doing research on the Battle of Dong Xoai and I recently 
found a paperback book about the battle which some of the rescued 
soldiers apparently collaborated on, bur I would like to know more 
about the entire battle and whether there were other Special Forces sol~ 

· diers injured in the fighting. 
According to reports I have read from the 118th Aviation Company 

history, three helicopters made a daring rescue of 9 wounded SF sol­
diers who were trapped and out of ammunition. Major Harvey Stew­
art, CO of the 118 th, made the decision to go in and rescue the 
remaining SF personnel early in the afternoon of June 10. Other 
I 18th names that were included in the report were Ralph Orlando 
who provided notes from his diary, and Joe D Newsome Jack Waters 
and Jack Grasmeder, who also included photos. And while I have read 
several reports of this terriJ:>le battle, I would appreciate any more spe­
cific information, or pictures, that your members could provide. 

I also am seeking information about similar attacks on other Special 
Forces camps near the Cambodian border at about that same period of 
time. It is difficult to find this information, but since helicopter units 
assisted in these rescues, I'm hoping members of your Association 
could be a good source. 

Sincerely, 
Ruth Verlinde 

,E-Mail: 

Letters to the Editor 
An Offer to the Members of the VHP A, 

Afi:er too many years of collecting too many things, I'm finally getting rid of 
some things that I no longer want or need. One of the things is a number of back 
issues of Vietnam magazine. I know that I'm missing some of the issues and may 
even have duplicates of a few issues, but most of the issues are there from the Nov­
Dec, 1998 issue on up to the present. If anybody out there wants this collection, 
you're more than welcome to them for the price of shipping. I suspect that they 
would all fit in two flat-rate priority boxes so they'd ship to anywhere in the USPS 
network for less than $10. They' re all in exc nly have my address 
marked through. You can give me a call at or drop me a line at 
my email address o if you're interested. If nobody 
wants them, then they e which I don't really want to see 
happen. 

Thanks in advance to anybody who responds to this 
Tom 

Editor's Note: According to Wikipedia: Vietnam Magazine is a fall-color history 
magazine published bi-monthly which covers the Vietnam War. It was founded in 
1988 by the fate Colonel Harry G. Summers, Jr. Colonel Summers served in the 
US. Army in both Korea and Vietnam, where he was twice wounded and decorated 

far valor. The cummt editor is David T Z-abecki, a major general in the US. Army 
Reserve and presently the Deputy Chief ef St4f far Mobilization and Reserve Affairs 
far US. Army Europe. Contributors to Vietnam include journalists, military histo­
rians, political analysts and the commanders and men who served Many artides are 
first-person accounts of combat operations, includingpersonal interviews with"enlisted 
men and qfficers, and specs on units and weaponry. Vietnam is published in Lees­
bu~ Va., by the Weider History Group. 

Looking/or information men who knew Gene Armour, 
Danny Gene Armour, Flight School Class 70-09, died May 19th, 

1985 in a scuba diving accident. I am his daughter and would appreci­
ate any pictures or shared memories of him that your Membership 
might be able to share. I wish I could supply more information but I'm 
afraid almost nothing remains. 

Thank you for your service, 

Danna Johnson MS, ATC, LAT 
ATEP Clinical Coordinator. Cumberland Universit 

E-Mail: 

Looking/or the men who saved my life. 
In February of 1968 my company was airlifted from the Saigon area 

into Phu Bai. We immediately set out on foot traveling alongside 
Highway 1 towards Hue. On 25 February 1968, at grid co-ordinate 
YD771177 we came under heavy mortar and small-arms fire and me 
and several members of my unit were all shot to hell. Minutes later the 
prettiest Huey I had ever seen landed and took myself and several oth­
ers from my Unit to the hospital in Da Nang. 

!just wanted to say THANKS for saving my life! 

Jim Schmidt 

E-Mail:········ 
B Co, 2/327 Infantry & A Co. 3/506 Infantry, lOlst ABN Div 

To the Editor of the VHP A Aviator, 
H aving been a Life Member for some time I have sat silently by, reading the 

content of your publication, and am generally very pleased with its content. 
I have not attended a reunion because I have so little in common with the gen­

eral population o[ the membership. I served "in-country" for only 9 months. 
Only 20 days afi:er arriving in Vietnam, on November 11th, 1967, I received a 
Purple Heart for wounds suffered in combat (to quote Monty Python" it was 
only a flesh wound"). Then my father died on July 4th, 1968 and my brother, 
who was also in Vietnam flying fighter jets at the time, said one of us must go 
home and take over our dad's farm. My brotl1er convinced me that it should be 
me. Because of all this, I never really developed any friendships or camaraderie 
with anyone in my unit: 

This is a long way around to get to the real purpose of my l.ett;., 

45 Years ago I was amazed that in WORWAC FLT School I was surrounded 
by a large group of guys that thought as I did, who saw humor in the same things I 
did and enjoyed the same relaxation events as I. Twenty years later it occurred to 
me that the commonality of those feelings was probably due to the Army's testing 
process that had initially grouped us all togetlm and was tempered by tl1e experi­
ences we were all sharing. 

Now 45 years, from my beginning this journey, I thank VHP A for TAPS that 
gives me a look mead Not because of where I was or what I did, but just because 
I was in a lucky sub-set of the population of likes, dislikes, and aptitude that was 
created years ago and who, undoubtedly, will succumb to the same sinlliar mal­
adies in the future. The dice started rolling in the 60's and because we started all 
the same, we to will end up all the san1e. "Brothers in the beginning and Brothers 
in tl1eend" 

RD Cranmer, Class 67-15 
E-Mail 
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Members of theAriwna Chapter of the VHPA: 
I know that it's been a long time since we have gotten together. I totally accept the 

responsibility for the lack of our activities. Sometimes life gets a little busy. 
Over this length of time since we have gotten together VHP A members have 

moved or changed e-mail addresses. Some have gone to other states and we have 
had some new people interested in our group. I want to get everyone that wants to 
come together again. For this I need to get an update from people in Arizona on 
theit current mailing address, e-mail address an~er. If you do not 
~can call me at my home phone:--or my cell phone: 
-.U-we are not available, you can leave a message with your info. (I am 
still working.) If you have called m-recentl lease call · so I can get you on the 
updated list. My e-mail address is , 

I would have liked to get toge er r ·s · tmas, ut again, we have run out 
of titne. My intention is to have a meeting in the March/ April time frame. 

Carroll V anick, our Secretary/Treasurer and I have been doing this for a while 
and now we're looking for anyone who has the enthusiasm for the positions and 
would like to take over as President, Vice-President and Sec/T res. If anyone would 
like to volunteer for these positions, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 
Bill Sorenson, Griffin 83 

President, Arizona Chapter of the VHP A 

BACK HOME TO "MOTHERRUCKER" 
.... by Moon Mullen, Senior Member-At-Large 

I graduated from H-34 Flight School with class of 61-10, that's an even 50 years 
ago for you late-to-the party whip'per-snappers! On November 19th of this year I 
returned to Fort Rucker to attend the Annual Reunion of the CHP A (The Com­
bat Helicopter Pilots Association) that was HQ'.ed in Enterprise, Alabama. (Note 
to self Why in the world didn't you buy some of that cheap peanut fum land out-· 
side Enterprise? You could have sold it to Wal-Marr or Home Depot and done a 
heck of a lot better than in this market!) 

But I digress, The CHP A are just a great brn1d1 of people and a nice mix ofbotl1 
new and old aviators. And Fort Rucker really laid out tl1e red carpet fur us, tl1e 
town of Enterprise provided the buses and my special thanks special tl1anks to Rick 
Roll who put the reunion together. 

My favorite events were the tin1e we spent in and around the Blackhawk demo 
on the flight line and the luncheon at the Army Aviation Musernn. TI1e restored 
aircraft are fantastic, and of course my favorite was the H-37 which I flew in Nan1 
in 1963-64. Just seeing it brought back many memories, a few whid1 were even 
good! 

The CHP A is planning another Reunion for October 2012, this time for W ash­
ington, DC. Watch for theit ad in the Aviator, or check theitwebsite. TI1en join 
up a.rid join us! You will not be disappointed! 

INTERESTING LINKS FLOATING AROUND THE INTERNET 
Here's a link to the new "Virtual Tour" of the US Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson AFB in Ohio. You can click on the upper right hand comer 

of the opening MAP to bring down a menu of the different visual sites within the museum, then click on a dot within that site to view the 
exhibits from that camera angle. You then follow (click on) the directional an-ows as though you were swiveling the camera itself. 

http://www.nmusafvirtualtour.com/full/tour-pkg.html 

An Air & Space Magazine interview with Capt. Eric Brown. He holds the world 's record for most types of aircraft flown (487) 
and the record for most cruTier landings (2,407). He ended up his career working civiliM helicopter operations. 
http://www.airspacemag.com/history-of-fligh ti AS-Interview-Captain-Eric-Brown.html 

Video of the Dutch Army's AH-64 Apache aircraft drill team: 
http://www.military.com/video/aircraft/helicopters/dutch-ah-64d-apache-solo-display-team/1004466302001/#.TnqtNzQm4Tu.gmail 
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66-151(17 as she appeared in Vietnam while servingwith the 19lst. The Mocher Goose artwork was done by Specialist Richard Weske who was larer killed in Viemam. 
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Mother Goose while on display at the Pulaski Technical College in Georgia. She was well on her way co being de­
clared surplus and eligible for scraping when saved by the members ofVFW Post 9095. 

Skip Waugh, Mother Goose's fuse Crew Chief and Rich Fleming. Mocher G 



Le 19 lst Assault Helicopter Company lefi: the United States for deployment 
..... and Bell Helicopter 66-15107 was assigned to the 19 lst shortly after the 
1ed its first "home" in Vietnam at Bearcat base camp. 
ow, back in those days it was fairly common for the aircrews give their heli­
ne, and that name would oftentimes come to represent the feelings that the 
ew those Huey helicopters in combat had for thoase magnificent machines. 
~e name that her first aircrew gave to Bell Helicopter 66-15107 was "Mother 

al in Vietnam, Mother Goose's first Aircraft Commander was Stanley Cher­
fuanY rose to the rank of General), Skip Waugh was its first Crew Chief and 
~was the aircraft's first door gwmer. The Gunship served two tours in Viet­
JP back for rebuild in between, and served with the 19 lst until July of 1970. 
: stent for in-country rebuild, she went on to serve with various helicopter 
1g them the I62nd AHC, the 134th AHC and the 338th TC until 
n the aircraft's history records become sort of"sketchy" through 
)73 when entries made by AirAmericastartappearinginitslog. Evidently 
me of IO Charlie-Models basedin Udom, Thailand and were being flown by 
ts on medivac missions to support the Tai Unity volunteer forces who were 
aos, especially in MR2. Their call sign was White Horse and the aircraft's 
~ was overall olive drab with no national insignia a:nd only a White Horse 
1eir nose. This assignment for 069 lasted till the unit's stand down in 1973. 
de, 069 floated around amongvarious National Guard assignments until she 
surplus and eventually she became a "Gate Guard" display aircraft atthe Pu­

al College in North Little Rock, Arkansas. In 2007, even Pulaski Tech could 
ilize this great aircraft and like so many of her sisters, she transitioned into 
·scrapping" status and that's where her storywould have ended if it wasn't for 
rk and dedication of several fine men of VFW Post 9095 in Little Rock, 
~ey successfully completed the seemingly mountains of paperwork required 
session of the old girl, got her another trip through re-work and painting and 
agniflcent display pedestal for all to enjoy there in Little Rock. And that's 
1ry of069 might have happily ended if it wasn't for the efforts ofTim Gould, 

another member of the 19 lst tl1at had come to love our lr°"~ ..... "<"<'"'."l~rr~~m!i ~ 
"Mother Goose''. -~ 

I had gone to High School with Tim in Northern Indi­
ana but I had not seen him in 49 years. Tim had spent a lot 
ofhours tracking down 069 and he eventually learned that 
she now resided in Little Rock under the care ofVFWPost 
9095. From there, Tim arranged for a meeting with the 
two of us with the leaders of post 9095 and that meeting 
culminated with the VFW becoming interested in having 
the Mother Goose art, the 19 lst insignia and herotl1er markings restored to look like she 
was still servingwith the 19 lst in Vietnam. 

We have now dug up what information we have on-file of the design of the 19 lst Viet­
nam Unit Markings, urtfortunately the artist who did Mother Goose's artwork, Richard 
Weske from California, was killed in Vietnam. We believe that Bell Helicopter is also going 
to help us in returning the Goose to its original paint specs and we are anxiously awaiting 
word from their executive team on just what they are willing to do for us. 

But one day soon "Mother Goose" will be restored to her former glory and myself, Stan 
Chetrie, Skip Waugh, and Rich Fleming will gather togetheronce again and drink a toast 
to our friends who have gone ahead before us. 

Ed McKee 
E-mail: 

Additional information about the 191 st and many of the people involved in this 
story can be obtained from the 191 st website, which is located at: 
www. l 91 ahc.org, there is a video slideshow on the front page of the website show­
ing Skip and Rich presenting a silver pilot's wing bracelet, and a letter of appreci­
ation to Bud Patnode, the 191 st AHC's first combat commander, and the first 
president of the 191 st AH C Association. Also on the front page of the website is a 
slide show of many of the personnel of the 191 st who were privileged to fly Mother 
Goose in combat. Billjanes, the Vice President ef the 191 st AH C Association and 
the creator of the 191 st website, can be reached at: Email: 

:oose's first Door Gunner in Vietnam in 1967. 66-15107 as she appears today counesy of VFW Post 9095 in Little Rocle, Arkansas. 



WELCOME TO THE VHPA! 
Look the list over and if you recognize anyone, give them a call, drop them a line or send them an e-mail welcoming them into our 
Association. Full contact information is available either on-line in the Member Services section of our website, or through our 
staff at HQ by calling 1-800-505-VHPA. 

Line 1, Last, first, Ml and/or nickname of new member; double asterisks (**) ID new life members 
Line 2, his current city and state, branch of service 
Line 3 -5 , his (Flight) Class and Vietnam (VN) Unit(s) served with, if that info is available 

We Welcome 74 new 
Members to our Association in this 

issue. They have all joined the 
VHPA during the time frame of 

October 5th through 
November 2nd, 2011 . 

Avery, Charlie J. 
Canby, Oregon, US Anny 
Flight Class: 68-12 68-18 
Vietnam Unit(s): 238 AVN in 69 

Baggott, David L 'Dave' 
Champaign, Illinois, US Anny 
Flight Class: 69-35 
Vietnam Unit(s): 21 SIG GRP in 7().71 

Bailey, John C. 'Beetle' 
Loomis ,California, US Anny 
Flight Class: 69-5 
Vietnam Unit(s): 174 AHC in 6!).70 

Berg, James R. 'Jim' 
San Antonio, Texas, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class: 67-8 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-265 in 69-70 

Boernennan George F. 'Boomer' 
San Marcos, Texas, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class: 54-14 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-365 in 64-65 

Brown, Hennan C. "'Charlie" Brown' 
Grand Isle, Vennont, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class: Dec 59 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-261 in 63 
HMM-262 in 68; MAG-39 in 68-69 

Bullock, John 'Sonny' 
0 Fallon, Missouri, US Navy 
Flight Class: 65 (USN) 
Vietnam Unit(s): SEAL TEAM 1 in 6&-68 

Cain, Frederick H. 'Fred' 
Troy, Alabama, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class: V65-26 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMH-463 in 67~ 

Chilton, Richard S ... 
Orlando, Florida, US Anny 
Flight Class: 634W 634 
Vietnam Unit(s): Ml CAV in 65-66 

Dunn, Charles R. 'Ray' 
Wynantskill, New York, US Air Force 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Engel, Donald F. 
Chicago, Illinois, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-363 in 67 
Ml MARINES in 67~ 

Flynn, Neil F. 
Bradenton, Florida, US Anny 
Flight Class: 7Q-38 
Vietnam Unit(s): D/.Y5 CAV in 71 
FA3CAVin72 

Graham, Robert L 
Fairfax, Virginia, US Anny 
Flight Class: 584FW 
Vietnam Unit(s): Dl3'4 CAV in 66 

Grimm, Marc E. 
Elk Grove, California, US Anny 
Flight Class: 68-8 68-10 
Vietnam Unit(s): Dl229 AHB 1 CAV in 68-69 

Hale, Gerald L 
Loudon, Tennessee, US Anny 
Flight Class: 69-25 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Hills, Frank D. 
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, US Air Force 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Honsinger, Larry E .. 
Leavenworth, Kansas, US Anny 
FlightClass: 61-3FW63-1QC 
Vietnam Unit(s): 52 AL PLATOON in 
64-65; HHC'222 AVN in 67~ 

Jamison, Philip Charles 'Phil' 
Rockville, Maryland, US Navy 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit(s): HA(L)-3 in 71-72 

Long, William J. 'Bill' 
Flemington, New Jersey, US Anny 
Flight Class: 66-8 
Vietnam Unit(s): ACT/11 ACR in 66-67 

Loughman, Gary F 
Houston, Texas, US Anny 
Flight Class: 65-5 
Vietnam Unit(s): 232 SIG CO in 62-63 
8.227AHB1 CAV in 67~ 

Lund, Robert E. 
Plano, Texas, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Manning, Michael E 
Doylestown, Ohio, US Anny 
Flight Class: 66-19 
Vietnam Unit(s): 161 AHC in 67 
117 AHCin71-72 

Mills, Freddie J. 
Lawrenceville, Georgia, US Anny 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit(s): 498 MED CO in 65-66 
57 MED DET in 68-69 

Moses, George W. 
Tyler, Texas, US Anny 
Flight Class: 57-12 
Vietnam Unit(s): HHC 14 CAB in 64-65 
HHC 269 CAB in 67; 21 AVN in 67~ 

Mundis, George B. 
San Antonio, Texas, US Anny 
FlightClass: 63-1W 
Vietnam Unit(s): 73 AVN in 64-65 
539 TC CO in 65-67; 18 AVN in 67~ 

Murphy, William F. 
Easton, Kansas, US Anny 
Flight Class: 67-26 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Noyes, Charles E. 'Chuck' 
North Aurora, Illinois, US Air Force 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Perry, Clarence R. 'Bob' 
West Chester, Ohio, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-162 in 60-61 
HMM-165 in 66-67; H&MS.17in 70-71 

Plamondon, Robert A. 'Bob' 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island, 
US Marine Corps 
Flight Class: 50 
Vietnam Unit(s): VM0-2 in 66-67 

Saban, Michael J. 
South Padre Island, Texas, US Anny 
Flight Class: 70-24 70-22 
Vietnam Unit(s): 128 AHC in 70-71 

Schnee, Frank W. 
Robesonia, Pennsylvania, US Air Force 
Flight Class: 60-E 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Schrage, Daniel P. 'Dan' 
Atlanta, Georgia, US Anny 
Flight Class: 69-44 
Vietnam Unit(s): 162 AHC in 70 

Scroggins, Donald R. 'Pappy' 
Shreveport, Louisiana, US Anny 
FlightClass: 67-16 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Sellers, Wiley J ... 
Brooklyn, Mississippi, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-164 in 66-67 
HMM-262 in 69-70 

Shallcross, Walter W. 'Waif 
Hubert, North Carolina, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class: 70-34 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-165 in 72 

Shapiro, Bruce L .. 
Lebanon, New Jersey, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-261 in 65-66; 
HMM-164 in 69-70; HMM-263 in 69-70 
HMH-463 in 72-73 

Sharkey, Daniel .. 
Darien, Connecticut, US Anny 
Flight Class: 70-34 
Vietnam Unit(s): 498 MED CO in 70 
236 MED DET in 70; 571 MED DET in 71 

Silvey, Bruce D ... 
Saint 'Petersburg, Florida, US Anny 
Flight Class: 62-7FW 66-QC 
Vietnam Unit(s): 17 AVN in 65; 17 CAG 
in 66; 173 ABN BQE in 68-69 

Simpson, Nathan C. 
Loudon, Tennessee, US Anny 
Flight Class: 67-7 
Vietnam Unit(s): 17 AHC in 67~ 
120AHCin70-71 

Spain, Alfred T. 'Al' 
New Roads, Louisiana, US Anny 
Flight Class: 67-9 
Vietnam Unit(s): 221 AVN in 67~ 

Spencer, David T. 
Long Beach, California, US Air Force 
Flight Class: 67-A 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Spitler, Allan C. 'Al' 
Abilene, Texas, US Air Force 
Flight Class: 63-E 
Vietnam Unit(s): 37 ARRS in 71-72 

Stanberry, Michael L .. 
Divernon, Illinois, US Anny 
Flight Class: 66-17 66-15 
Vietnam Unit(s): 121 AVN in 66-67 
131 SAC in 69-70 

Stem, Fred H ... 
Aiken, South Carolina, US Anny 
Flight Class: 68-523 68-43 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Stem, Clifford H. 
Peachtree City, Georgia, US Anny 
Flight Class: 69-26 
Vietnam Unit(s): 174 AHC in 70-71 

Stevenson, James H. 
Sugar Land, Texas, US Anny 
Flight Class: 70-28 
Vietnam Unit not provided 
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Stinson, Philip D. 'Phil' 
Niceville, Florida, US Air Force 
Flight Class: 67-H 
Vietnam Unit(s): 20 SOS 14 ACW 
in 69-70 

Stone, Ralph R. ** 
Santee South, Carolina, US Army 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Sullivan, Daniel Phil 
Aurora, Colorado, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-165 in 68 

Suppok, Regis J. 
Mahomet, Illinois, US Army 
FlightClass: 67-1667-14 
Vietnam Unit(s): 335 AHC in 67-68 

Terry, Charles F. 'Chuck' 
Clarksville, Tennessee, Lis Army 
FlightClass: 71-10 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Terry, Michael 'Mike' 
Palm Bay, Florida, US Army 
Flight Class: 66-14 
Vietnam Unit(s): D/.il5 CAV in 67; D/229 
AHB 1 CAV in 72; HHC 17 CAG in 72-73 

Thomas, Robert A. 'Bob' 
Saint Louis, Missouri, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class: 69-48 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMH-462 in 70 
HMH-463 in 70-72 
Tragesser, Gary V. 

Orofino, Idaho, US Army 
Flight Class: 70-71 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Trent, William E. 'Bill'** 
Fairfax, Virginia, US Army 
Flight Class: 60 
Vietnam Unit(s): 128 AHC in 66 
HHC 11 CAB in 66-67 

Tuggle, Earnest E. 
Fremont, Nebraska, US Army 
Flight Class: 70-26 

Turner, Harvey L ** 
Huntingdon, Tennessee, US Army 
Flight Class: 63-2W 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Tyler, Robert R. 
Decatur, Illinois, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class: 70-S 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-262 in 70-71 

Underwood, Ernest W. Wayne' 
Oxford, Georgia, US Army 
Flight Class: 68-51O68-16 
Vietnam Unit(s): A/9 AVN 9 INF in 68-69 

Walker, Thomas M. 'Tom' 
Newton, Alabama, US Army 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit(s): 01 AHC in 71 

Walters, David G. 
Orlando, Florida, US Army 
Flight Class: 72-12 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Watts, Wayne E. 
Hillsborough, North Carolina, US Air 
Force 
Flight Class· not provided 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Weber, Harry R. 'Bob' 
Portville, New York, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-262 in 69-70 

Weikel, Gary L Welk' 
Shalimar,.Florida, US Air Force 
Flight Class: 72·10AF 
Vietnam Unit(s): 40 ARRS in 74-75 

Whitener, Robert C. 'Bob' ** 
Brooksville, Florida, US Marine Corps 
Flight Class not provided 
Vietnam Unit(s): HMM-364 in 65-66 
HMM-363 in 65-66 

Williams, Ernest R. 
Huntsville, Alabama, US Army 
Flight Class: 72-26T 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Willingham, William T. 'Tom' 
Highland Village, Texas, US Army 
Flight Class: 68-10 68-14 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Wing, Bernard D. 
Marshall, Minnesota, US Army 
Flight Class: . 67-9 67-7 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Woods, Kenneth P. 
Olympia, Washington, US Army 
Flight Class: 72-58 
Vietnam Unit(s): 62 CAC in 73 

Wynn, Dennis M. 
Kempner, Texas, US Army 
Flight Class: 67-23 
Vietnam Unit(s): HHC 2 BOE 25 INF 
in 68-69; F..9 CAV in 71-72 

Young, Virgil H. 'Bud'** 
Clarksville, Tennessee, US Army 
Flight Class: 62-2W 

Zakarija, John P. ** 
Paoli, Pennsylvania, US Army 
Flight Class: 72~ 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Zima, Richard C. 
Flossmoor, Illinois, US Air Force 
Flight Class: 68-F 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Zucchelli, William P. ** 
Columbus, Georgia, US Army 
Flight Class: 63-2WT 
Vietnam Unit not provided 

Want to see your .Buddy's name here? 

Contact Mike Sheuerman for.help! 
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Taken from the pages of history ... 
Rieger's Stattdard Offer No. 1 

4 full measure quarts 13 
Rieger's Monogram Whiskey 

"Extra Fine" 

For o0ver twent y .)'Mlrs, at•· 
f:!~ t~:r:=d ~~~'1e~~-~ 
~~~: •:r~1~i:,1 uj~~~1rii.tle, oth~~; 

sent to us by VHPA Member Malvin Handy 

In 1952, Armon M. Sweat, Jr., a member of the Texas House of Representa­
tives, was asked about his position on whiskey. What follows is his exact answer 
(taken from the Political Archives ofTexas): 

"If you mean whiskey, the devil's brew, the poison scourge, the bloody monster 
that defiles innocence, dethrones reason, destroys the home, creates misery and 
poverty, yea, literally takes the bread from the mouths of little children; if you 
mean that evil drink that topples Christian men and women from the pinnacles 
of righteous and gracious living into the bottomless pit of degradation, shame, 
despair, helplessness, and hopelessness, then, my friend, I am opposed to it with 
every fiber of my being. 

However, if by whiskey you mean the lubricant of conversation, the philo­
sophic juice, the elixir of life, the liquid tl1at is consumed when good fellows get 
together, that puts a song in their hearts and the warm glow of contentment in 
their eyes; if you mean Christmas cheer, the stimulating sip that puts a little 
spring in the step of an elderly gentleman on a frosty morning; if you mean that 
drink that enables man to magnify his joy, and to forget life's great tragedies and 
heartbreaks and sorrow; if you mean that drink the sale of which pours into 
Texas treasuries untold millions of dollars each year, that provides tender care 
for our little crippled children, our blind, our deaf, our dumb, our pitifully aged 
and infirm, to build the finest highways, hospitals, universities, and community 
colleges in this nation, men my friend, I am absolutely, unequivocally in favor of 
it. This is my position, and as always, I refuse to compromise on matters of 
principle." 
Editor's note: There is no evidence this man was ever an Army Aviator ... 

all express charges Prepaid rlchc. t g rains. I t 1• a del l arh ttu l 
s tl muls.n t u.nd lltwf\race and lit 
excAllen t f or medicina l 1Du r -

h l1"hly irecommond thl • .. ::~1e:te1;"~:u~~ed~~~[e~tei~ 1 ~~ 
uacd "'' Ith creat eattatacuon by over .250,000 uuarled J>al· 
rona. lte wid e 1r ... -ceptance by 1rnch a n ov erwhel mlns num· 
ber o f people m&ot'ke our produot as of t h at .1upertor r a n'k 
and quality w hich makea It• t&vorlte everyw,heTe. Jn ever y 
drop of Rleger's Monoxra.m ·whis key "Ex t ra. Fine" l unkis 
lif e, tlealth, etr enl' t h , vigor, Joy and happlneu, 

Aoc9P't JlO· •a.bt'titute unt'ler t:he nOJme of "MonogTa.m." 
It you wo.nt t he absolute, tJhe pure, ·the per reot whl•key, 
·the label on tho bottle must r ead "•l•ar•r'• Koa.op-a.m 
W'1Ualr•7"-the n you are sure th ._ t you Juve the be•t. 

Rieger's Off N 2 
Standard er 0. 

8 full measure quarts s 5 
of Rleger's Monogram Whiskey 

''Private Stock'' 
all expreu charces prepaid 

Free With Each Order, !t Sample 
Bottles, Tumbler and Corkscrew. 

A l thou&"h quoted &t a n eco nomr~a l .price Jaih .. r •a 
Jlonoirr•m. Wb14ey, "~l va.te Stock" ta of an exce l­
lent qua.llty. Our .. upe rl or fac llltl u •nd Jars-e 
operations place u15 In n 'llORIUon ·l'O orrer this tine 
whl&klff to you a..t tlhe Jo w price of 02 'rii cent.A per 
quart, all ex.press c hn.rre11 prel>&l d, when 8 qu-.ru or 
.mo re a.re ordered tn one • h lpment. 

Our Offers and Guarantees ~i~~;: ~. ·~~; 
llberal, eonJJlderl ng the hlc.h Qua ltt y of the good•. 
we do not con t ent our111e lvni. with .m e.rl'J IY Aelll n&' 

:;~=~ :~d!~ 1 ';.8bso~~!~Y Y~~l1 b~~r,~I~ f~~~.~=C t1:re:. 
or e.lse )'OU ma y r tturn t hem a t OUT expense and w e 
w lll t"Mu n l\ th'" e n t lr" purc hatte price, oh11.rart n . .r n<>Lh­
lng r or good111 you U•e In testing. 
It 111 our aim n.nd policy to ha.ve onl)• 1H. tl 111fle1l 

customf!:U tt1.•h o11e consta nt patrona.1e •nd friendsh ip 
ll'I ou r mo1tt volu11hlo n1111eL The ,pura:u nnce of th l11 

PRICE LIBT &ENT FRe:E 'POlr.:y hu necu red for u 11 •n enviable repu tat ion 
among our mnny 11core11 ot thOU'lands o f sl.llafled 

.. WRITE FOR ONE.., patron11. 

J. RIEGER & COMPANY 
151~ Genesee St., Kansas City, Mo • .. 
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Dean C. Lyon - Flight Class 70-13 & 70-15. 
Flew in Vietnam with B Co, 228th ASHN, 1st 
Cav (1970-71) and the 362ndASHC in 1971. 

Dean C. Lyon, 63, passed away O)l October 31, 2011 
in Spokane, Washington after a courageous battle 
with cancer. 

His son told the VHP A that "My Dad was a Chief 
W arram Officer Chinook Pilot in Vietnam, El Sal­
vador and an instructor pilot in Saudi Arabia. He is 
survived by one son, his mother, two brothers, one sis-
ter and two grandsons. · 

Donald George Richards - Flight Class 68-14 & 68-
22. Flew in VietnamwithC/101AYNin1968-1969 
Donald George Richards, Major, US Army, (RET.), 
passed away on August 28, 2011 at his home in Alto, 
New Mexico. He is survived by two daughters, one 
son, 7 grandchildren, 3 great-grandchildren and his 
brother, Major, US Army (RET) James Richards and 
one sister, Diane. R Brown 

Edward]. Hickey 
Edward]. Hickey, 62, of Lopatcong Township 

passed away Thursday, December 1, 2011 after a 2 
year battle with cancer. He was born in Newark, NJ in 
1949. 

Ed had the high ptivilege and distinct honor of serv­
ing his country" during the Vietnam War as a heli­
copter pilot. He flew UH-1 Huey and OH-58 light 
observation helicopters in direct support of combat 
operations being conducted by the U.S. 3rd Marine 
Division, lOlst Airborne Division, 1st Army of tl1e 
Republic of South Vietnam and tl1e 3rd Division 
Republic of South Korea Marines. He held numerous 
decorations and citations for his military service. 

In his 40 year working career Ed held positions in 
finance and accow1ting as well as sales positions in real 
estate and insurance. He was a long-time member of 
St. Philip andJames Catholic Church in Phillipsburg, 
NJ. He was also a 4th Degree Knight with Knights of 
Colw11bus and past president of the Holy Name Soci­
ety. He also served as athletic director for the church 
and schools athletic program. This endeavor brought 
hin1 great joy. Additionally he was a member of the 
Vietnam Veterans Helicopter Association of Ametica; 
Army Aviation Association of America; and the Vet­
eransofForeign Wars. 

Edward is survived by his beloved wife, Diana; two 
daughtet-s, one brother, three sistet-s, his step mother, a 
step sister, and all of their families as well many cousins, 
nieces and nephews both in the U.S. and in Ireland. 
The family requests that you please make donations to 
the St. Philip and James School Sd10larship Fund, 430 
S. Main Street, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865. 

Engle Wayne Scott 
The Lord called Engle Scott, a retired U.S. Army 

colonel, home on Monday, Nov. 14, 2011. Engle was 
born in Larned, KA, on Jan. 20, 1937, the yow1gest of 
eigl1t dllidren. Until the age of five, he lived in Ash 
Valley, Kan., where his father was a grain elevator and 
feed store manager. During W odd War II, his funlliy 
moved to Great Bend, KA, where he graduated from 
higl1 school in 1955. He arrended Kansas State Uni­
versity where he met and married Miss Juditl1 Ann 
Higgins on Aug. 31, 1958, then graduated in January 
1960 with a B.S. in geology. He later earned a master's 

degree in organizational communications at Shippens­
burg State College, Pa., in 1982. 

Engle was commissioned in the U.S. Army and 
served proudly from Mardi 1960 w1til February 1986. 
An artilleryman, a paradiutist, and aviator wid1 almost 
4,000 accident-free flying hours, he became a master 
aviator. He flew 13 different fixed-wing and rotary­
wing aircraft. He served two combat tours in Vietnam 
with tl1e 1st Aviation Company (Caribou) in 1963 
and with the 205th Assault Support Helicopter Com­
pany and 12th Aviation Group in 1967-1968. He 
received the Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Meritorious Service Medal, Bronze Star, Air 
Medal with 11 oak leaf dusters, and Army Commen­
dation Medal. He was a graduate of numerous An11y 
schools and institutions, including the U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff College, and Army War 
College. Engle commanded Army Aviation units at 
company and barralion level, and served on the Ariny 
Staff at the Pentagon. He was commander of Aviation 
Safety and Standardization of all U.S. Army Europe, 
and inspector general at Fort Rucker, AL. His final 
assignment was as aviation officer, 5th U.S. Army, Forr 
Sam Houston. 

Following his Army retirement in 1986, Engle joined 
Bell Helicopter in Fort Worth, working as manager of 
V-22 Training, Government/Military Training, and 
tiltrotor training. He was responsible for tl1e initial 
development of the tri-service training program for the 
V-22 Osprey and formulated long-range training plans 
for ocher military and commercial helicopters and 
tiltrotor aircraft. He retired from Bell in January 2000, 
and continued to operate his home picture framing 
business, EWS Enterprises. He spent a lot of time 
researdiing his fumily tree and became d1e w1official 
historian for his e.nended Scorr and Shumate families. 
He resided in Forr Worth until his death. 

More than any of his other accomplishments, Engle 
was most proud of his family, love of God and 
humankind, honesty, work ethic, and sense of morali~ 
ty. Survivot-s include his loving wife, Judy; one son and 
one daughter and tl1eir spouses and five grand chil­
dren. Burial was held with military honors at the Dal­
las-Fort Worth National Cemetery. The family 
requests that if you wish to make a donation in Engle's 
nan1e, please donate to the AL.S, Association, 1231 
Greenway Drive, Ste. 270, Irving, Texas 75081, or 
donate a book to a public library in a small town. 

Eugene Francis Hannigan - Flight Class 65-5 
Eugene Francis Hannigan, age 70, ofJupiter, FL 

passed away Tuesday, November 15, 201 1. Gene was a 
veteran of the US Army and served as a helicopter 
pilot in Vietnam. 

Mer atrending law school, he became an Assistant 
United States Arrorney for d1e Southern Disnict of 
New York and then practiced as a trial arromey in Nev; 
York City. He was recently a volunteer with the Office 
of d1e Palm Beadi Cmmty State Attorney. Gene was 
also a member and president of the First Unitarian 
U nivernalist Congregation of d1e Palm Bead1es. 

Survivors include his wife, Kathe Bannigan; one 
daugl1ter, one son, tl1ree grandchildren, one brother 
and one sister. The fa.nilly suggests contributions to 
Hospice of Palm Bead1 Cmmty, 5300 East Ave., West 
Palm Beach, FL. 33407. For online condolences, 

please visit: www.taylorandmodeen.com 

Gerald W. "Gerry" Davis - Flight Class 57-5, 
flew in Vietnam with both the 128mA VN (1%5-66) 
and the 146th A VN (1%9-1970)under the Huffiilo 6 
and the Snoopy callsigns 

Gerald W. "Gerry" Davis, age 82, died of cancer on 
Sunday, December 26, 2010. Born June 22, 1928 in 
Minneapolis, MN, Mr. Davis had been a resident of 
Bartow, FL since 1985, moving there from Tampa, FL. 

Mr. Davis was a retired ChiefW arrant Officer with 
the U.S. Army with 23 years of service in Korea and 
Vieman1. He was a member of the Bartow First Unit­
ed Methodist Churd1; d1e Bartow Lions Club; Amer­
ican Legion Post # 3; and the Military Officers Associ­
ation of America. He was a member of the Masonic 
Order; Scotrish Rite and Egypt Temple Sluine. 

He is survived by his wife of 58 yrs, Meromay B. 
Davis of Bartow; two daughters, one brod1er and one 
sister. Memorials may be made to First United 
Methodist Church, 455 S. Broadway, Bartow, FL 
33830. Condolences may be offered co family at: 
www.whiddenmdeanfi.meralhome.com 

Harry Plude - Flight Class 71-39 
Harry Plude of Orange Collllty, CA was d1e loving 

brother and fuend ofJackie O'Brien (Walnut) and the 
son of the late Anna and Harry Plude. Hank was pre­
ceded in death by his longtime partner, Harry V alland­
ingl1am. 

Born in Bridgeport, CT, Hank moved co Fullerton, 
CA at six monm of age where he was raised and edu­
cated. Hank was a lifdong resident of Orange Cow1ty 
and he was a proud Arn1y Vietnam Veteran and expe­
rienced helicopter pilot. 

He is lovingly remembered and greatly missed by his 
many relatives. Hank will be remembered for his 
smile, dry sense ofhwnor, his love of McDonald's, and 
his d,:votion to his dogs. He was a true warrior and he 
will be greatly missed. Burial witl1 full militaiy honors 
was held at Holy Sepulcher Cemetery. 

Jack Aaron Matson - Flight Class 68-19 & 68-33. 
Flewwith the 162ndAHCin 1969-1970 

Jack Aaron Matson, 63, an 
accomplished real estate broker, 
astute invescor, decorated war 
veteran, and dedicated father, 
passed away unexpectedly of 
natural causes on Sw1day, Octo­
ber 16, 2011 in his Oceanside 
home. 

Jack grew up in Erie, Pe1msyl­
vaiua, the oldest of three dllidren. As a veteran of the 
Vietnan1 War, Jack served as an Army officer and 
helicopter pilot, where he earned several medals 
including two purple hearts. In 1972, Jack married 
Nancy Delavern, and followed his ambition to San 
Diego, where he became the proud father of two 
boys and started !us real estate career. Jack's passion 
was helping San Diegans purchase their first home. 
He rook pride in building lasting relationships with 
his many satisfied clients. As a nusted mentor, Jack 
was a kind soul who touched many lives; a skilled lis­
tener who would patiently ask the right questions as 
he helped you reacl1 your own solution. 
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Jack later married Jackie Borner Matson, his long­
time partner in life and real estate. Together they 
enjoyed sailing, tennis, traveling, camping, bonfires on 
the beach, and spending time with family. Jack was 
truly an honest man with a passion for learning and 
self. improvement. He led by example, with a can-do 
attitude and honorable strength of character that 
inspired others to see the potential for achieving any 
goal they set their mind to. 

He is survived by his love.Jackie Matson; along with 
her three children, his two sons and their mother, his 
mother and father, his two siblings along with his 
many loving e>..1:ended family and friends. Jack was laid 
to rest in Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery. Dona­
tions of blood or money may be made to the San 
Diego Blood Bank, where Jack was a century club 
donor. Sign the Guest Book online: obits.nctimes.com 

James Laurent Ba.rousse - Flew in Vietnam 
withHMM-263in1965-1966 
James Laurent Barousse, age 71, passed away October 

18th, following a briefand 1mexpectedillness. 
Jim was born in Opelousas, LA and attended AI.C. 

(Opelousas Catholic High School). He graduated 
from LSU in 1962 and then joined the Marine Corps. 
As a Marine aviator he flew the UH-34D "Ugly 
Angel" helicopter on medeva.c missions in Viet Nam 
and was honorably discharged in 1966. Jim continued 
his aviation career as a pilot for Eastern Airlines. Fol­
lowing the strike in 198.9, he contirmed flying for a 
variery of airlines. He ended his flying career as a test 
and ferry captain for Northwest Airlines. 

Jim moved from Marietta, GA to Pensacola Beach 
with his wife in 2001 where he subsequently began a 
new career as a tax advisor witl1 H & R Block. Jim got 
in a daily workout at TI1e Club, palled around with his 
dog "Lucky", and loved his LSU Tigers. He never 
missed an opportmury to get together with old fiiends 
and trade Marine Corps and aviation stories. More 
than just about anything, he treasured time spent >vith 
llis grandchildren, Delaney and Sean. 

James is preceded in death by his parents; he is sur­
vived by Judy, his wife of 36 years; one stepdaughter 
and one stepson and tl1eir fumlies, two grandchildren, 
his brother one a niece and a nephew. A funeral mass 
was said at the Naval Aviation Memorial Chapel, 
interment followed at Barrancas Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers the family suggests a donation to Our Lady of 
the Assmnption, 920 Via de Luna, Pensacola Beach, 
Florida. 

Jerome Boyle - Flight Class 69-35 & 69-37. Flew 
in Vietnam with A troop, I/9th Ca.v, 1st CA V 
from 1970-1971 and B troop, I/9th Ca.v, 1st CA V 
in 1971 under the callsignApadle 24 and Sabre 24 
Jerome Boyle, callsign Apache 24, former policeman 

and author of"Apad1e Smuise" about life in AT roop 
dming 1970-71, gave it up on 11lanksgivingDay2011 
at the nursing home in Montana where he had been 
for several months. 

Jerry had been in decline for a long time, wasting 
away physically as well as mentally, so maybe the fact 
that he died peacefully with Andrea at his side is some­
thing to be thankful for, bur it's a sad, sad thing just the 
san1e. Jerry was always just a little bit larger-tl1an-life, 
with his red hair and booming voice, and the world 

was a better place for his having lived in it. 
Fellow A Trooper john Bartlett adds: Jerry also 
flew in Bravo Troop. When the squadron was stand­
ing down, he extended for six months and flew Cobras 
in B Troop, which stayed behind when tlle rest of the 
squadron ca.me back to Fort Hood. 

John W. Hill III - Flight Class 67-12. Flew in 
Vietnam with the 57th Med Det in 1967-1968 
under the Dustoff76 ca.llsign. 

Jolm Washburn Hill, III died on Tuesday, Novem­
ber 22, 2011 in Atlanta, Georgia. He was born in 
No1folk, VirginiaonJanuary8, 1943. 

Mr. Hill was a 1961 graduate of Granby High Sd10ol 
and a 1965 graduate ofVirginia Military Institute. He 
also completed a Masters degree from the University . 
of Southern Califonlia. He served in the U.S. Army 
for 4 years on active duty and then a full career as an 
army rese1vist, reaching the rank of Colonel. He set­
tled in Atlanta in 1971 where he worked for the State 
of Georgia for almost 30 years, primarily as Chief Pilot 
for the Department ofNatural Resources. 

He is SLuvived by llis wife of almost 46 years, Carol 
Ann Dunton Hill and one daughter Dr. Jenna 
Catherine Hill. He is also Sllivived by one sister and 
two nieces. Condolences may be offered ro tlle funily 
at www.hollomon-brown.com 

John 'Jack" Allison 
Colonel Jack Allison, 1926-2011, U.S. Air Force 

retired, passed a.way Wednesday, November 2, 2011, 
after a comageous battle >vi.th several medical issues. 
He was born on September7, 1926, in Memphis, TN. 
Col. Allison is sUlvived by his wife, Evelyn, their tl1ree 
children and spouses, grandchildren, great-grandchil­
dren, and one great-great-grandchild 

Col. Allison's service sparrned almost 35 years, includ­
ing a few years in tlle Navy. His career included being 
a Jolly Green helicopter pilot during the Son Tay Raid 
for which he received the Air Force Cross. Intern­
ment will be held this spring at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

Johnie Armstead Wilkinson 
Johnie Armstead Wilkinson, Jr., of Grantsboro, 

NC, went ro be with !us Lord and Savior Sunday, 
September 25, 2011 at the age of71. Born in New 
Bern, he graduated from Broughton High Sd10ol of 
Raleigh. He went on ro study at the Naval Academy 
at A.imapolis. 

Johnie was a highly decorated Vietnam War hero 
and an outstanding officer and pilot. Nicknamed 
"The Hawk", he was awarded two Distinguished Fly­
ing Crosses, The Bronze Star and Purple Hearts for 
his exemplary bra.very. He was a.warded 27 Air 
Medals, two witl1 Valor for his heroism during !us 
nvo tours of duty in Vietnan1, alongwitl1 many other 
medals. As a National Cribbage Open Champion, 
he will be fondly remembered for his passion for golf, 
his love of a good joke and the kindness in his heart. 

He is survived by his mother, Mattie Pearl 
Williamson; one brotl1er and one sister, four dlildren, 
seven grandchildren and the mother of his children 
Patricia Aim Wilkinson. He is also survived by his 
cousins, nieces and nephews that loved their Uncle 
Buddy. 

Nickolas W. "Nick" Montgomery - Flight Class 
68-21. Flew in Vietnam with D/158 AHB, 101 
ABN in 1969-1970 under the callsign Redskin 19 

Nick Monrgonmy, 66, died Monday, November 
22, 2010, at his home in Vinton, LA following a b1ief 
illness. Nick was bornJanuaty 5, 1944, in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. He was raised in Gladstone, Ml, and grad­
uated from Gladstone High School. He also graduated 
from Northern Mid1igan University, majoring in 
Industrial and Special Education. 

Nick proudly served his countty in the United 
States Army for 35 years, retiring in September 
2008. He was a helicopter and airplane pilot and 
Aviation Safety Officer, flying 11 different types of 
aircraft. He traveled e.xtensively while he was in the 
military, living in 7 states, and he was also stationed 
in Bolivia and Germany. He served in Vietnam and 
the GulfWar. He received the Distinguished Grad­
uate of Aviator Class, Legion of Merit, Distin­
guished Flying Cross, a Bronze Star and numerous 
Air medals. He was a member of the Flying Tigers, 
U.S. Helicopter Pilots Association and the Military 
Officers of America Association. 

Nick was a member of Bethlehem Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Lions Club and the Commy Club 
in Vinton. He volunteered at Vinton-Shellsburg 
schools. He enjoyed golfing, sailing, music, h1;nting 
and Green Bay Packers football. 

Nick is smvived by his wife of 43 years, Lyrm, one 
daughter, one son, two grandchildren, one brother and 
one sister. A memorial fund has been established, con­
dolences may be left at www.vsrfu.com. 

Rima.rd Chapman - Flight Class 68-9 & 68-507. 
Flew in Vietnam with A Battery, 2/20th ARA, 1st 
CA Vin 1968-1969 under the Blue Max callsign. 

Richard "Dick" Chapman passed away on Novem­
ber 25, 2011 at home witl1 lus fu1lily by !us side. He 
was born in Bremerron, Washington on May 24, 
1947 tO Swedish parents. His dad was in the Marine 
Corps, so tlley moved armmd a bit. Dick spent his 
elementaiy sd10ol years in China Lake, CA, and on 
his dad's retirement the fumily moved back to Seat­
tle. Dick graduated from Ingriliam High School in 
1965 and attended tlle U1uversity of Washington 
for two years and then enlisted in tlle US Army to 
fly. He completed !us flight school trairting and was 
sent to Vietnam as a Warrant Officer to fly the 
Army's then-new helicopter gunship, the Cobra. 
He se1ved in the First Calva1y, 2/20tl1 ARA with 
tlle 1tnit call sign "Blue Max." Dick spent 18 months 
in Vietnam and was discharged from tlle Army in 
April of 1970. He married Diane Ackles in October 
ofl970. 

The light of his life were his children. He was hired 
by the Seattle Police Deparanent in March of 1971. 
He received a two year degree in Law Enforcement 
at Shoreline Community College and a four yea( 
degree in Business from U1uversity of Puget Sound. 
He flew the police helicopter, worked the harbor 
boats, taught driving at tlle Seattle Police Academy 
and was a detective in the Accident Investigate 
Squad for 14 years, and retired after 26 years in 
1997. Dick did consulting work at Traffic Collision 
Analysis, Inc. until colon cancer forced his final 
retirement in 2011. 
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Dick is survived by his loving wife Diane, his son and 
his daughter and their fumilies and most precious, his 
granddaughter Holliane Marie Gunnels who is 3 years 
old. H e is also survived by his brother Bob. Dick's 
request is that if you are over 50 and haven't had a 
colonoscopy, please do so. Remembrances can be made 
to Luther Memorial Lutheran Church. 

Richard C. Brunell Jr. - Flight Class 58-501 & 
68-1, he flew in Vietnam with C/2/17th Cav 
101st ABN in 1969 under the Condor 21 call­
sign and in 1970 with A/2/l 7th Cav, .101st 
ABN under the Assault 21 callsign. 

Richard C. Brunell Jr., 64, passed away on 30 Septem­
ber 2011 in Huntsville, Alabama after a battle witl1 
cancer. 

When Rick completed his active duty time he joined 
tl1e National Guard and retired as a CW4. He earned 
an engineering degree and worked for the Corps of 
Engineers, spending four years in Saudi Arabia and 
later went on to retire from NASA 

Survivors include his wife, Nina Yager Bnmell, iliree 
daugh rers, three grandchildren, three sisters and 
numerous nieces and nephews. He was an active 
member of the Good Shepherd Camolic Churcl1 and 
the North Alabama Chapter of the Vietnam Heli­
copter Pilots Association. He was really looking for­
ward to tl1e C hapter's project ofrestoringour UH-1 C 
Huey. 

Richard Eugene "Dick" Miller - Flight Class 
56-12, flew in Vietnam with the 18th AYN 
91962-63) . 1st Cav (1966-67) and the 10th 
CAB in 1967 

Lt. Col. Richard Eugene "Dick" Ivfiller (US Army 
Retired) rook his final flight on Friday, October 7, afi:er 
a rapid bur valiant battle with cancer. Dick was born in 
1932 in Greenville, Ohio. His younger brother 
Howard Miller preceded hin1 in deatl1. 

Dick earned his Master Aviator wings during his 20 
years in tl1e Army. His Army o..perience also included 
two tours in Vietnam as well as lengcl1y assigiunents in 
Germany and Korea. Afi:er retirement, he worked as a 
mongage banker in Homestead, Florida and as a tax 
preparer in Fort W alron Beach. 

Dick enjoyed attending Kaiser High School rernlions 
(Dayton, Ollio, C lass of 1950) and maintained close 
friendships ' vith many of his Kaiser friends. He was 
proud to be a member of the Order ofDaedalian Seag­
ull Flight 61, the Otter-Caribou Association, and tl1e 
Santa Rosa Beacl1 American Legion. 

H e is mourned by his wife of 49 yea.rs, Sigrid Miller, as 
well as one daughter, one son and tlu·ee grandchildren. 
Dick's final resting place will be at Barrancas National 
Cemetery in Pensacola with full militaty honors. The 
family requests tl1ar any donations be made to tl1e 
Daedalian Foundation, wluch provides scholarslups to 
yotmg men and women who are pursuing careers as 
militaty aviators. Their address is: The D aedalian 
Scholarship Fund, Seagull Flight 61, P.O. Box 122, 
Fon Wal ton Beacl1 FL 32549 

Richard E. "Sandy" Shores - Flight Class 69-26. 
He flew with in Vietnam with A Co. 158th 
AHB, 101st AB from Camp Evans in April 
1970-1971 under the Ghost Riders callsign. 

His wife wrote and sent to the VHP A - My beloved 
husband died in my arms on September 28, 2011. 
He had a wonderful life filled with many friends and 
family. He spent his early childhood years growing 
up in Los Alamos, NM, where he played baseball, 
football, went can1ping, and belonged to cub scours. 
Afi:er high school graduation he worked for]. Edgar 
Hoover as a keyptmch operator. The story goes tl1at 
all of the girls did the hard key punch cards and left 
him the easy ones. 

From there he was drafted into the army, where he 
found another fan1ily, rhe Ghost Riders of A Co. 
158rh AHB/lOl st Airborne Div our of Camp 
Evans. He earned the callsigi1 "Sandy" from his fel­
low Ghost Riders. He flew Huey helicopters front 
line during his tour in Vietnam and flew at Ripcord, 
a 23 day battle between the U.S. Army lOlst Air­
borne Division and the North Vietnamese Army 
from July 1, 1970 until July 23, 1970. Rick received 
the Distinguished Flying Cross twice, the Bronze 

,Star and several other medals including many air 
medals. He also took part in Lam Son 719 in early 
1971. 

Afi:er his military service, he received a college degree 
in Aeronautical Science at Southeastern Oklilioma 
State U1uversity in Durant, OK, where we met and 
married on August 21, 1976. Afi:er college, we moved 
to Santa Fe, NM, and he immediately starred flying 
fixed wing airplanes. He flew Convair 580s with 
Aspen Ai.J.ways out of Denver, CO, and Burbank, CA 
Denver is where we were blessed with our son Michael 
on Feb 19, 1980. When Micl1ael was a newborn, Rick 
would lay Michael on a pillow beside him, and watch 
TV sitting on the floor. I think he watched Michael 
sleep more than he watched the television. 

Fwfoughs at Aspen Airways returned him to Santa 
Fe once again, tlus rime to fly for TNT Investments, 
where he added new friends and family. Ir was a job 
he treasured always. In 1985, Rick went to work for 
America West Airlines, now US Airways, and flew 
as a captain. In November of2004 we moved to 
Chandler, AZ, and finally, we moved to Lavernia, 
TX, where we were preparing for retirement. Then 
came cancer. H e fought t!Us battle with grace, digili­
ty, and determination. And as typical wim Rick, he 
never lost his sense ofhwnor, or his upbeat attitude. 
He continued life with a smile on his face and laugh­
ter in his heart, always looking forward . And to 
quote him "it is what it is". Rick Shores was a true 
inspiration to me, and I was blessed to have him in 
my life for over 35 years. He was my best friend and 
the love of my life and although I will nliss his stimu­
lating conversations, I will miss holding his hand as 
we fell asleep. 

He had a total of 42 years of flying and had many spe­
cial experiences. Once, while flying back from Mexico, 
he saw tl1e space shuttle preparing for a 1lighr landing 
only 11 minutes away in Florida. He also saw the 
Normern Lights in Alaska, and countless of otl1er 
tulique phenomena. 

Rick was born in Oklal10ma City, OK, July 12, 1949 
and is preceded in deatl1 by his parents. Rick left 
bellind his wife, son, two brotlm-s and one sister. Rick s 
ashes will be spread over the mmmrains he loved and 
once called home. We all will miss you, my love. Char­
lotte Shores 

Robert Allen Waldo - Flight Class 63-2W. 
Flew in Vietnam with the 178th ASHC, 23rd 
INF DIV in 1967 and with the 62nd AHC in 
1968-1969 under the Boxcar 33 and the Coach­
man callsigns 

Robert Allen Waldo, 77, weht home to be with the 
Lord on Thursday, November 10, 2011 in Everett, 
WA with family by his side. Bob was born December 
8, 1933 in Cincinnati, OH. He was educated in 
Cincinnati Public Schools and had a degree from Cen­
tral Texas College in Applied Science. Robert served in 
the US Army during the Vietnam War and retired 
from the Army a highly decorated helicopter pilot. 
While stationed in Germany Robert mer and married 
his fusr wife, Adellieid Hubner. Together they had 
iliree sons. Their eldest son, Roben passed away from 
leukenlia when he was seven years old. 

Approximately ten years later, Bob's wife, Adellieid, 
passed away in Copperas Cove, Texas but shonly after, 
Robert met and married his second wife, Cindy and 
together they had a daughter. 

Robert is survived by his iliree children, his five grand­
children, his sister and his bromer. Robert enjoyed 
being outdoors, hunting, fislling collecting die-cast cars, 
trains, coins, watching the Hisrory Channel, the 
Antique Roadshow and Barrett Jackson Car Auctions. 
Robert loved me Lord, ills family and friends. He made 
friends everywhere he went. He will be sadly nlissed by 
everyone. 

Robert R Marsh - Flight Class 55-0. Flew in 
Vietnam with the 478 HHC, 1CAV in 1965-
1966 and 355 HHC in 1969 under the Work­
horse callsign. 

CW 4 Robert R "Bob" Marsh, U.S. Army Retired, age 
80, of Ozark, Alabama passed away on Saturday, 
November 26, 2011, at Dale Medical Center after an 
extended illness. 

·CW4 Marsh was born and lived most of his life in 
Dale County, Alabama. While still in high school, he 
joined the Alabama National Guard in 1947. Afrer 
graduation from high school in 1949, he enlisted in the 
U.S. Army where he served until his retirement in 
1970. He was a veteran of the Korean and Vietnam 
wars, having served two tours in Vietnam as a CH-54 
Army helicopter pilot. 

After his retirement from the Army, Marsh 
attended Troy University, earning degrees in his­
tory and political science. He also retired from the 
U.S. Postal Service, having served 20 years as a 
rural mail carrier. After his second retirement, he 
enjoyed gardening and self-taught woodworking 
as a hobby, which produced many exquisite items 
of furniture and wood work. He handcrafted a 
mandolin, taught himself to play it, and was an 
accomplished guitar player who loved the old 
bluegrass music. He was a member of the Distin­
guished Flying Cross Society, the National Rural 
Letter Carriers Association, the Retired Officers 
Association, the National Association for Uni­
formed Services, the National Association of 
Retired Federal Employees, Veterans of m e Viet­
nam War, Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, rhe First Cavalry Divi­
sion Association and numerous other service and 
civic organizations. His many military awards 
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include the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Bronze Srar 
with V device and 23 Air Medals. Mr. Marsh was a 
member of the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church. 

His many militaiy awards include the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the Bronze Srar with V device and 23 Air 
Medals. Mr. Marsh was a member of the Pleasant 
Grove Baptist Church. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, one sister and 
one brother. Survivors include his loving and fuithful 
wife of 56 years, Mary Ezell Marsh; one son and one 
daughter and their fumilies, two sisters and two brother, 
four grandchildren, two great-grandchildren and 
numerous nieces and nephews. The family asks that 
memorials be made to your fuvorite charity, Condo­
lences may be offered atwww.fuquabankston.com 

WallaceM Evans 
Wallace M. Evans, lieutenant colonel U.S. Army, 

retired, died November 23, 2011, at home in the loving 
care ofhis wife and eldest daughter Kathy. He was born 
October 9, 1933, in Scranton, Pa., and graduated from 
the Foxcrofr Academy and the University of Maine. 

He was commissioned and entered active Anny duty 
in 1958. He was a decorated combat veteran of the Viet­
nam War. At various times he commanded a mecha­
nized rifle company, a cargo helicopter company and a 
logistical support batta.Uon. He was an instmctor pilot 
and instmment examiner in both airplanes and heli­
copters. From 1970 to 1974 he served on the faculty of 
the Department of Logistics, U.S. Army Command 
and General Staff College. He served at locations 
throughout the U.S. and in Korea, Gern1any, Viemam, 
Turkey and Brazil. At retirement, he held the position of 
deputy chief of staff for logistics of the U.S. Anny Com­
bat Development Experimentation Command. 

From 1979 to 1983, he taught business logistics and 
management courses at the University of Maine, 
Orono, while sinmltaneously earning a graduate degree 
in counseling. He worked as a counselor in Fannington, 
a fumily therapist at St. Michael's Center, Bangor, and in 
private practice until his retirement. 

Wally enjoyed years of working on his camps, white 
water canoeing, fly-fishing and cross-country skiing. He 
liked to build thing;; and was nicknamed "MacGyver" by 
his wife for his creative problem-solving abilities. He was 
a longtin1e avid reader with a lifelong interest in maps, 
geography and weather. Most of all, he was the most lov­
ing soul mate to his wife, which only became more 
enhanced and inspiring as he dealt with the challenges of 
dementia, then cancer, with an attitude of mindfulness 
and gratitude for each day. 

He is survived by his loving wife and best friend of2.3 
years, Elaine Piecuch; his four children and their fumilies, 
one step-daughter, seven grandchildren, three great­
grandchildren, several nieces and nephews; and his 
devoted dog, Nelson and cat, Dora. He was predeceased 
by his former wife, Julie (Milianey) Evans; and his 
brother. Interment was held at the Maine Veterans' 
Memorial Cemetery, Augusta. Those who wish to 

remember Wallace in a special way may make gifi:s in his 
memory to Wounded Warrior Project, 4899 Belfort 
Road, Suite 300, Jacksonville, FL 32256, or the Bangor 
Humane Society, 693 Mount Hope Ave., Bangor, ME 
04401. Condolences to the family may be left at: 
www.Brooking;;Smith.com. 

LTC (RET) Walter R (Russ) Miller.JR- Graduared 

Flight School with class 71-28 & 71-30. Flew with F 
Troop, 4th Calvary in 1971-1972 under the callsign 
Centllllr47. 

LTC (RET) Walter R (Russ) :tvfiller,JR, passed away 
on November 1, 2011 in San Antonio, Texas from a 
heart attack. He was bmied on November 5, 2011, with 
full military honors in the fumily plot in Port Gibson, 
Mississippi. At the time of his passing, Russ and his wife, 
Carol were preparing for his retirement at the end of this 
year and settling in their retirement home in San Anto­
nio, Texas. Russ enjoyed a successful 27 year Am1y career. 

Colonel Miller served two rours in Vietnam, the first 
as enlisted, the second as a Commissioned officer flying 
Cobra helicopters. Russ flew Cobras under the call sign 
Centaur 47, flying for F Troop, 4th Cavalry from Nov. 
1971-Nov. 1972 where he earned three (3) Distin­
guished Flying Cross's (DFC), and Air Medal with V 
device. Russ ended his 27 year career as Commandant 
ofROTC at Ole Miss University. 
Afrer military retirement Russ and his wifi: Carol settled 

in their hometown of Port Gibson, Mississippi, where he 
was first Commandant for a local Militaty school and 
then he served as Sr. Vice President of a local bank for 
another 20 years. Russ touched all who knew 11in1. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, a sister and 
one son; he is survived by his wife Carol one daughter 
and five loving grandchildren. All who knew Russ loved 
him and will miss him. 

WilliamF.Bill 
William E. Bill of Webster Groves baptized into the 

Hope of Christ's ResmTection on Wednesday, Novem­
ber 16, 2011 at the age of 67 

Bill worked in sales in the heavy construction equip­
ment business for over 45 years, retiring from Mid-West 
Aerials and Equipment Services in November 2007. He 
was always held in high esteem by his countless business 
associates. Bill served in the US Militaty as a helicopter 
pilot and warrant officer dming the Viemam War. 

He is survived by his wife of 39 years, Kathy, four 
daughters and his mother. Bill will be missed as well by 
many relatives, nieces, nephews, and many cousins. 
Interment with Military Honors was held in Jefferson 
Barracks National Cemete1y, Missouri, Conniburions 
in Bill's memory may be made to St. Patrick's Center 
800 N. Tucker Blvd., St. Loui.s, MO 63101 or The 
WolU1ded W ai1ior Project 4899 Belfort Rd., Suite 300, 
Jacksonville, FL 32256. Friends are invited to sign the 
online guest register at: www.gerberchapel.com 

William ''Bill" C. Billz.einan-Flight Class 69-18 
William "Bill" C. Bill Zeman, 66, passed on October 

29, 2011 near Iliamna, Alaska. Born December 19, 
1944 and raised in Saginaw, Michigan, he attended 
Arthur Hi.II High School. From tl1ere he went on to 
Western Michigan University where he met his wife, 
Bonnie. Bill was president of Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fra­
ternity his senior year and graduated with a business 
degree. His militaty career began with ROTC in college. 
During active duty he flew helicopters in Korea, was an 
instmcror, and was honorably discharged as a captain 
from the US Army. Afrer discharge, Bill and Bonnie 
came to J lU1eau, Alaska, meeting one of his helicopter 
instructors at the front desk of Living;;ton Copters. Bill 
was then hired for the transport of a new helicopter 
from Fort Worth, TX to Jlll1eau. Dming his years as an 
Alaskan pilos he Hew all over the state. His skills, fotti-

tude and knowledge were reflected in numerous cus­
tomer requests for his services. 

Livingston Copters, ERA Aviation, and Era Heli­
copters benefited from his expertise. He served tl1ese 
companies as pilot, dtief pilot, tomism coordinator, and 
base manager. He pioneered early tomism, including 
flight-seeing and glacial dog mushing. Qua.llty work, 
search and rescue, fire figl1ting, noise control, and jobs 
were important issues to him. "Bill enjoyed being a men1-
ber of"Battery B," Jtmeau's local aiUlle1y sporting group, 
Juneau Gun Club activities, fishing and crabbing with 
fu.mily and fiiends, annual hw1ting nips to Gan1bier Bay 
witl1 his sons and landing "somewhere fishy." Bill leaves 
behind his ,vi.fe, Bonnie, two sons, two sisters and nwner­
ous cousins, nieces, nephews, and otl1er relatives. In lieu 
ofaowers, tl1e fumily requests that you HugA Pilot. 

Robert Gene Dawson - Flight 
Class 67-5,he flew in Viet­
nam with the 334th AHC in 
1967-1968 under the Dragon 
33 ca.llsign. 
A salute to Robert Gene Dawson 

"Dragon 33", Chief Warrant 
Officer II in the 334th Assault ---.u...~·..-. 
Helicopter Company, 145tl1 Combat Aviation Battal­
ion. Bob graduated flight scl1ool with FUght Class mun­
ber WORWAC 67-5, Department of the Anny Avia­
tion School, Fort Rucker, Alabama inJanuaiy, 1967. 
Bob's medals included the Silver Star, tl1e Distinguished 
Flying Cross, tl1e Bronze Srar and tl1e Air Medal witl1 5 
Oak Leaf Clusters. 

ChiefWarrant Officer Dawson distinguished himself 
while serving as aircraft commander of the command 
ship and fire team leader ofa light fire team on a combat 
operation. His team was directed ro provide illmnina­
tion and additional air cover at tl1e site of a downed air­
craft, the two crew members of tl1e downed ship were 
stranded while trying to recover tl1e aircraft's arman1ent 
systems. Due to intense enemy fire, all attempts to res­
cue tlmn had been tmsuccessful. ChiefW arrant Officer 
Dawson volw1teered to attempt' the rescue and while 
approaching the disabled craft he was caught in a cross 
fire from automatic weapons. Witl1 little illmni.nation 
and witl1 automatic weapons fire completely smmm1d­
ing hin1, he held his position m1til tl1e aircrew members 
were safely a.board tl1e aircraft. His outstanding flying 
ability and superb display of professionalism saved tl1e 
lives of those two men. WO Dawson was totally fumil­
iar with combat employment of llfr helicopters, he has 
flown over 500 combat flight hours in gunships and a 
considerable amom1t of this time has been after darkness 
while in command of tl1e Firefly mission. 

Bob was also a Kentucky Colonel, Masonic member of 
the Blue Lodge, Life Member of tl1e Veterans of Foreign 
Ward and a member of both the Ametican Legion and 
the Viema.m helicopter Pilots Association. Bob main­
tained his commercial pilot license airplane single-engine 
and multiengine land and instm.ment airplane and rotor 
craft w1til his death. 

Bob passed away on November 3, 2011 in Hudson, 
Florida. He will be bmied in Arlington National Ceme­
tery on Febmary21, 2012 with full militaty honors. He 
is survived by his wife Chris Dawson, five sons, two 
daughter-in-laws, six grandchildren and one brother, 
Jolm Dawson .. 
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VHPA CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
ALASKA CHAPTER 

ARIZONA CHAPTER 

CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NORTH 

CENTRAL NEW YORK CHAPTER 

FORT RUCKER CHAPTER 
Roscoe V. Souders, President 

FORT WOLTERS CHAPTER 

GEORGIA CHAPTER 

HA WAii CHAPTER 

LOUISIANA GULF COAST CHAPTER . . . ' 

MICHIGAN CHAPTER 

MID-SOUTH CHAPTER 

MINNESOTA CHAPTER 

MONTANA CHAPTER 
,,,; ~ 1c1 -,-LI 

NORTH ALABAMA CHAPTER 

NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER 

NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER 

OHIO RIVERLZ CHAPTER 

SOUTH DAKOTA CHAPTER . . . . . d d nt 

SOUTH MISSOURI CHAPTER 
Russ Emo , President 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER 
Phil Lan hier President 

THE ALAMO CHAPTER 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER 
Sven Akesson President 

VHPA OF FLORIDA CHAPTER 
.. • • . . I - I 

WASHINGTON STATE CHAPTER 
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VHPA CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
ALAMO CHAPTER 
We met at the Barn Door Restaurant on October 4th, enjoyed c6cktails and a meal, 

and made plans to participate in a parade in nearby Universal City, which is contiguous 
to San Antonio. Mike Maloy and Bill Beall own a restored 2 1/2-ton Army m1ck, bet­
ter known as The Chie£ We arrach our VHP A Alamo banner, load up chapter mem­
bers, and instantly convert to a parade float. 
We rode in that Veterans Day parade on Saturday, November 5th. Yes, we know that 

was a week early, bur that's when they have their parade. It was a great time, and some 
photos accompany this article. Luckily, the parade disbanded at the Universal City 
American Legion post, so our exhausted members were able to quickly recover with 
refreslunents. 

On Saturday, November 12th, our members enjoyed a cookout and infonnal meeting 
at the Del Webb Hill Cowmy Retreat, on the fur western edge of San Antonio. We 
enjoyed great fuod, Hawaiian beer, and fellowship in a luxury settin& Some of our mem­
bers even live there. Accompanying photos of this event prove we others were there. 
No meetings are scheduled in December, in deference to the holiday season. We will 

meet the evening ofT uesday,January 10th, in the new year of2012. Any other VHP A 
members visiting in the San Antonio area are always welcome. 
If anyone knows where and how our cl1apter might obtain a non-flyable helicopter 

from the Vietnan1 era, suitable for trailer dis~'lfade-float,~ 
our vice resident, im Martinson, phone----or E-mail_.. 

Submitted by Chuck Oualline. 

Bob Dillon, President 

CENTRAL NEW YORK CHAPTER 
We are still looking for potential members. Any aviators who flew in Soumeast Asia 

during me period 1962-1975 are eligible to jo~e Syracuse area and 
would like to join a great group of guys call me at__.. 

Tom Mc Millen, President 

FORT RUCKER CHAPTER 
We had a great Christn1a5 Parry at Bill Stahl's house on l 0 December. I attended the 

Indian Pow Wow in Daleville. Lots of interest was shown in the Chapter, bur none of 
the people were eligible for membership. 

Roscoe Souders, President 

GEORGIA CHAPTER 
Our principal activity continues to be the bi-monthly breakfust meeting - me men 

who participate really enjoy the opportunity to get togemer wim omer combat heli­
copter pilots, swap war stories, discuss VA-related information and maintain mose 
bonds mat were forged so long ago. Our education program where we educate local 
people and groups about me Vietnan1 War is very active. I gave a presentation to a 
group of retired veterans (all of whom were Vietnan1 Vets) mey really enjoyed seeing 
the war through a helicopter pilots eyes. 

We will be holding officer elections at me upcoming November, 19 meetin& The 
results will be in me next issue. 
If mere are former Vietnam Helicopter Pilots in me Atlanta area who would like t join 

our web site at: - · a-vh a.org or contact me at: 
or via telephone at Submitted by Skip Bell 

BillMc&e, President 

• I I I - - -

MICHIGAN CHAPTER 
We are a newly fanned Chapter and are actively recruiting new members. If you are an 

aviator and flew in Soumeast Asia between 1962 and l 75 you are eligible for member-
ship. Please contact me at: or phone me at-

Charley Martin, President 

MINNESOTA CHAPTER 
The Chapter is looking for quali.6ed members to join our group. All aviators who flew 

in SourheastAs~tnarn War are weiiiiii!icome to ·oin. If ou are interested 
please call me at~r e-mail me at: 

Ray Wi on, President 

ToddBmndr!(f, President. 
NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER 

Our Chapter meets me first Monday of eacl1 month at Joe's American Bar and Grill, 
985 P~ovidence Hwy, Dedham, MA in me bar/ dining area. This is located just off Rt. 
128/ 195. Call for details on the midwinter business meeting probably in Febmary. 

Bill Williams, President 

NEW JERSEY CHAPTER 
Our next meeting will be held at me New Je~norial, Exit 114 Garden 

State Parkway on 21January2012. Please call ~r information. 
· PetePumel/,President 

NORTH ALABAMA CHAPTER 
NA VHP A participated in the Veterans Day Parade in HLU1tsville, AL For those of us 

who participated it was a very movingeqx:rience. We had one beautifi.tl 1955 Chevy2 
ton m1ck pulling the trailer for all the fulks to ride on and a pickup rruck pulling the UH­
i C Huey mat we are restoring to display condition both inside and out. People worked 
up to me day befure me parade to get me Huey trailer roadworthy. The effurr was well 
worth it by the crowd's reaction. We want to thank the \vives, kids, grandkids, fumily and 
fiiends for supporting us during me parade preparation and participation. The new 
Madison County Veterans Memorial opening ceremony was conducted this day. There 
were many fund raising projects to make this memorial possible. One project was to sell 
engraved bticks. T11e NA VHP A approved a decision to purchase a brick fur all members 
of the club who passed away. The first one is to begin with Ricliard C. Brunell,] r. He was 
included in the TAPS section of the A VIATOR Nov/Dec edition. We welcome our 
new members, Doug Madigan, Ricl1 Hartselle and Gene Peay. T11is makes a grand total 
of35. We have several more potential members and hope to report rl1is in rl1e next issue. 

Jim White, President 

NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER 
The Chapter participated in t!1e nine-day Heroes Homecoming to Honor Vietnam 

Veterans celebration in Fayerreville, Norrl1 Carolina. We had fuur helicopters bot!1 on 
display and in t!1e Veterans Day Parade itsel£ 

Bob Inglis and BrockNicl1olson had t!1e UH-lH in VirgiJ1ia for display and anorlm 
parade. Lynn Stevens displayed t!1e OH-6 on 13 November at me Covenant Presby­
terian Churcl1 in Concord, NC, for a special Vietnam churcl1 SCivice. On me !Srl1 he 
had a display at t!1e Concord Lions Club progran1 for all Veterans. On Monday t!1e 
14m, Teny Lmierdisplayed rl1e OH-58 at me Golden Corral in Lwnberton, NC for 
meir on-going effort to Honor the Veterans. On me l 7rl1, Brock Nicl1olson displayed 
our UH-lH in support of me (Km1garoo Express/The Pmmy's) USO m1d Wmmded 
Warrior Program. 

In December we will have a helicopter on display supporting Toys For Tots donations 
in Raleigh, NC. 

JD. Lawson, President 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER 
We had a good rwnour fur me first parade we have been in since last year. Our C model 

has been repainted and is sirring on a 11ice new Sm wheel uailer pulled by our pickup. Our 
first showing of me Huey in its new clorl1es was at me Sacramento 'V erres fur Vets" event 
rl1at showcases Corvettes old m1d new to benefit local veterm1's organizations. A week 
later, in t!1e first West Sacramento Veterans Day Pm11de, me Huey was fullowed by me 
MOC and a Western Tmck School semi-tmck sporting a "We Train me National 
Guard" trailer. The Huey's next event will be in Old Town Sacran1ento at rl1e Califunlia 
State Military Musewn, 1119 Second Sr. to mark Califonlia Musewn Day, 4 Febrnmy 
2012. While at me musewn we'll have a short business meeting to discuss events fur 2012. 

Our Annual Chrisanas Parry was held at me Big Blue Frog in Fairfield, CA m1d we 
had a good mrnour again this year. 

Ken Fritz, President 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER 
The SoCal Chapter had our qumi:erly meeting at Fiddlers Green Pub, Los Almnitos 

Army Airfield. After me meeting several of LIS becm11e rl1e cleaning crews for rl1e AH-1 
wl1icl1 is on display next to me Pub. T11e tired detailers finished rl1e day telling stories, 
having llU1ch m1d senior beverages. 

The following week on October 23, we had a display at me lOm Annual Wings 
Wheels m1d Rotors Expo at Los Almnitos Army Air6eld. The Expo was led by 
VHPA Life Member Tom Lasser. CWS John H arris, also a Life Member, flew in l of 
me last 3 UH-l's from Ft. Irwin, CA. Over 30,000 attended rl1e Expo. The Expo 
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VHPA CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
later presented the MWR (Morale, Welfure and Recreation J with a check for $22,000. 
We were ve1y fortunate and proud to be part of the Expo and have the Huey next to 
our booth. 

The last 3 UH-J's will be retired on December 15th. A retirement ceremony is pend­
ing for December 13th at Barstow Dagen Airport at 1 PM. 

On November 12 we brought our banner to Salute Vietnam Veterans at the Western 
M11Se1m1 of Flight at Torrance Airport. It's a good feeling that there are groups that 
support the Vietnam Veteran. Sven Akesson, Pressident 

WASHINGTON ST ATE CHAPTER 
Even though the actual Veterans Day isn't for another couple of days, I am sending 

this wish that you all have just the kind of celebration that you deserve. You earned fur 
more than you were given many years ago, so I'm hoping that clus one is at least joyous 
for you. T11e Chapter made us look good cl1is past Samrday when 25 of us formed up 
on Main Street in Auburn, WA for the Annual Veterans Day Parade. A pancake ham 
and egg breakfust preceded the gathering on Main. Being #76 in the long Une of parade 
units enabled us to watch almost half of cl1e parade line as they marched past us enroute 
to cl1e reviewing stands. When we did get going it seemed like our group was well recog­
nized and appreciated by all cl10se lining the street. Once again cl1e guys had a great time 
responding to cl1e people and also giving cl1eir se1vice cl1anks to the other veterans that 
were in me crowd. Many manks to Pat Staeheli for doing the planning and execution 
again this year. Anocl1er special thanks goes to our Olympia member Dave Saunders 
for doing such a stellar job moving cl1e Huey from Olympia to Auburn and back again. 
As LISUal, mey did it me right way by pre-driving me route before they were to be used. 
Great job guys, Thank You. One more clung: me weacl1er was spectacular clUs year so 
we were blessed wim cl1e unusual. 

T11e neA1: meeting will be coming in late Janua1y or early February depending on what 
I hear from the membership. I will do my best to sd1edule this meeting according to 
your wishes. If you don't or don't have an-· nitations do nothing, but if do have date 
linutations, please drop me an e-mail at and I will consider all 
that respond. The meeting will again be at amous aves own in Tacoma, where we 
will sit down, have a meeting, elect new officers and then have a great meal. If you'd like 
to nm for office, please let any of the officers know your desires by mail or by e-mail. 
Remember, all e-mail addresses are located on our website at: vhpawa.org, Notice for 
that meeting will be announced there. Finally, we now have new hats and patd1es that 
sport our new chapter logo. Very soon we will be adding pins and window stickers to 
the offering. Meny Chrisunas and Happy New Year. Mark Hansen, President 

SOUTH MISSOURI CHAPTER 
The South Missouri Chapter ofVHPA held its fourth quarterly meeting at me 

Keeter Center, on the can1pus of cl1e College of the Ozarks. The meeting, held on 
November 5cl1, was well attended by members and cl1eir wives, and provided an excel­
lent kick-off to an entire week of veterans' activities, hosted by the city of Branson. 
Ralph McClurg, chapter member, a guardian for the Ozarks Honor Flight Program 
made an excellent presentation, we hope to carry the foll story of the 1nission in cl1e next 
Aviator. 

Our next meeting will be held at Wings of Hope on March 3, 2012. Wing;; of Hope 
have been non1inated for the Nobel Peace P1ize for their an1azing humanitaiian efforrs 
around the world, and are located at the Spirit of St. Louis Airport, in St. Louis, Mis­
souri. Be Sute to meek our website, vhpasmo.org for more irtformation regarding clUs 
meeting and all ocl1er chapter activities. 

Russ Emory, President 

VHPA OF FLORIDA CHAPTER Vietnam Memorial dedicated on Veteran's Day, 11 November 
2011 , in Tampa, Florida. 

The Florida Chapter (VHP AF) played a key 
role in cl1e five years that it took to plan, raise 
funds and construct the long-awaited Vietnan1 
Memorial in Tampa. Our Memorial is part of 
Hillsborough Cow1ry's Veterans' Park clm will 
evenmally have a memorial site for eam war that 
involved American troops. 

T11e black granite Vietnam Memorial was ded­
icated with h1mdreds in attendance, unveiled 
were me names of the 155 individuals from Hillsborough Cow1ry killed in Vieman1. 
Their wives, ffiildren, granddlildren, broclms, sisters and friends were there and many 
teat"S were shed. T11is monument will secure their mem01y and will also be a place that 
we all can visit and remember our fiiends clm "gave it all". It's also a place where we can 
stand between two Vietnam Vets, a Huey and a Cobra, and £eel good about what we 
did during our tours. 
VHP AF has always revered our static display helicopters, but to see them mounted in 

simulated flight gave our many members cl1at day a warm and proud feeling. Mum 
could be written about pains we endrned to acquire cam helicopter, but we'll dispense 
wicl1 mat and tell you a little about cl1eir active dury history. 

UH-lH 68-15562 
T11is ale Huey has a proud combat history; first 

in III Cmps with cl1e 188th Assaulc Helicopter r 
Company, Black Widows, mainly in the skies 11 

aro1md Dau Tieng. Then 562 traveled up to I ' 
Corps and joined the 101st Screai11ing Eagles; 1st , 
Platoon, Charlie Company, 101st Aviation Bat­
ralion. It retwned to the States in 1971 and was 
assigned to cl1e lOm Mountain Division in N.Y. 68-15562 and had its last dury station 
in Likeland, Fl wicl1 the Florida National Guard. T11e VHP AF met her yeat"S ago and_ 
when the Guard went to Blackhawks, we went through all cl1e paperwork and evenm­
ally she was ours. We put 562 on a ttailer, took her to om exhibit at Sw1 N Fun Air 
Show in Likeland ead1 year and also to other events throughout Florida. 

AH-167-15722 
Cobra 722 aiTived in Vietnam in the full of 1968 and was assigned to A Troop 1st 

Squadron, 9th Cavalty. T11e ship received battle dan1age in May 1969 and was sent to 

C01pus Christi, Texas fur repair. It atTived back in counuy in late 1969 and was assigned 
to B Company, Diatnond Heads, 25th Aviation Battalion, 25th l:nfunuy Division at 

Cu Clu. In n1id 1970, 15722 was 
assigned to A Troop, 7th Squadron, 
1st Cavalry located in the Delta. It 
returned home and was stationed at ~ 

Ft. Knox, Kentucky. Jin1 Basta spent : 
years calling and traveling to the U.S. ' 
Army's Tank and Automotive 
Command fur VHP AF to acquire a 
Viet Veteran, Cobra Attack Heli­
copter. And finally on 13 October 
2006, we dedicated 67-15722 to cl1e 
memory of Orlando, Florida native, 
ChiefWarrant Officer James G. 
"DiatnondJim" Hodgskin; KIA 18 
August 1969. Jim's brother.Jon, and 
his funlily attended that ceremony. 
Now Jon a11d Jim's other brother, 
Don, are funlily to VHP AF and were instrumental in atTanging & financing the rrans­
portation fur722 to Tampa. 

As you would expect, tl1is Viet11an1 Memorial had numerous volw1tee1"S contributing time, 
labor and funds to tl1is endeavor. But two come to mind as me main "Movers a11d Shakers", 
Viema111 Vereran,BobSilmserandVHPAFsguy,Jin1Basta. 
Stmy and photos courtesy efKenMulhollaml Chapter T rn:t.sUrer. Gary Hmre/l, President 

South Missouri Chapter 

Members of the 
South Missouri 
Chapter gather 
at the Keeter 
Center for their 
November 5th 
meetin& 

Page 30 The VHP A A via tor 



VHPA CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
North Alabama Chapter 
Members of the North Alabama Chapter of the VHPA man an informa­
tion/recruitment booth-at this year's Courtland Alabama Airshow. A lot of our 
visitors were very happy to be able to look up there relatives and others in our 
year books. We also got several prospcccive members information so we can 
contact chem soon. 

North Carolina Chapter 

Ladies ofThc North Carolina Chapter 

Men ofThe North Carolina Chapter 

Jim Bauer and Mike Maloy 

Rick Davis (L), Sam Maki (M) and Jim White (R) man the North Alabama Chapter booth They are ncvertooyoungm learn aboutViemam. 
at the recent Counland Alabama Airshow. 

The North Carolina Chapter 
of the VHPA participated in 
the nine-day Heroes Home­
coming co Honor Vietnam 
Veterans celebration in Fayet­
teville:, North Carolina. We 
had four helicopters both on 
display and in the V etc rans Day 
Parade itself. 

Bob Inglis and Brock Nichol­
son had the UH-IH in Vitginia 
for display and another parade. 
Lynn Stevens displayed the: 
OH-6 on 13 November at the 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
in Concord, NC, for a special 
Vietnam church service. On 
the 15th he had a display at the 
Concord Lions Club program 
for all Veterans. On Monday 
the 14th, Terry Lanier dis­
played the OH-58 at the G<>ld­
en Corral in Lumberton, NC 
for their on-going effort to 
Honor the Veterans. On the 
17th, Brock Nicholson dis­
played our UH-IH in support 
of the (Kangaroo Express/The 
Pantry's) USO and Wounded 
Warrior Program. 

In December we will have a 
helicopter on display support­
ing Toys For Tots donations in 
Raleigh, NC. 

After the SoCal Chap­
ter Fall Quarterly meet· 
ing, members of the 
Chapter volunteered to 
wash the AH-1 Cobra 
located next co the Fid­
dlers Green Pub, Los 
Alamims Army Airfldd. 
The tired detailers fin­
ished the day tdling sro­
ries, having lunch and 
enjoying frosty adult 
beverages. 

During the week of Ocmbcr 23, the Chapter had a display at the I 0th Annual Wings Whccb and Rorors Expo at 
Los Alamitos Army Airfidd. Over 30,000 attended the Airshow where over $22,000.00 was raised to support 
the MWR {Morale, Wdfare and Recreation) program at Los Alamitos. 

1 

CHARTER MEMBERS OF OUR NEWLY FORMED 
OLD DOMINION CHAPTER OF THE VHPA. 

Left to right are Lou Burger, Dennis Ryan, Ralph Jones, Harry 'Bud' 
Kirschbaum, J. T. Severin, Don Agren, Ken Mabe, Galen deGraff, Alan 
Campbell, Bill Ryan, Harry Stoddard, Mel Anderson. Member Bill Kester 
is not pictured. 

Mcmbccs of the Alamo Chaptct participated in a Veteran's Day Parade this last November 5th. Mike Maloy and Bill Beall (both ChiefWatrmt Officers whik in the 
Army) own a restored 2 1/2 con Army truck. better known as The Chic£ We attached our VHPAAlamo banner, loaded up chapr.er members, and instantly convert the 
Chief into a parade float! Luckily, the parade disbanded at the Universal City American Legion post. so our exhausted members were able to quickly recover with refresh­
ments. The three parade photos featured here show Jim (on left) and Mike. the owners ofThe Chief. us prep'ing che rruckfor die Parade and the view &om the truck of 
the Parade's reviewing stand The other photo shows Bob Dillon(L), Bob Walker (M) and Jon Osborne and was taken at our locaJ Chapter meeting on 12 November 
ac a Del Webb Hill Country Retreat. 
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Editor's Note - Several of you have noted that in the centerfold story 
from our last issue, the story about Member Ron M iller's longtime 
friendship with Bob H ope, we inadvertently published three of the 
supporting p ictures with the incorrect captions beneath them .... 
A lthough we can never recover from that, we are repeating the messed 
up photos below with the correct captions in their proper place. 

1986 -Autographed photo ofRon with Bob 
Hope, the right-hand inscription reads: To 
Ron, T hanks for the Memories, Bob Hope. 
The inscription in the top !di: was added many 
months later by Ann Margret, it reads: To 
Ron, God Bless, Ann Margret. 

1966 - Ron at the "business end" 
of his B-model gunsh ip T he 
Grim Reaper, while flying with 
the 11 6th Assault Helicopter 
Company out of Phoc Vinh 

Ron Miller, today (on left), pictured 
with Medal of Honor recipient Nick 
Bacon. Before his retirement, Nick was 

_ the Direcror of Army Operations, 
Department ofVeteran's .Affurs. Ron 
is proud tO announce that work has 
started on his new movie, Perfume 
River, set during the 1968 Tet Offen-

--"""-~-'·-"' sive. 

EDUCATION COURSES ~~~~J~~~.';%~21 @~~:.~~~ 

HAI HELi-EXPO IS COMING to the Dallas Convention Cen­
ter on Februaiy 12th through the 14th, 2012. The VHPA will man a Welcome 
& Information Booth throughout the event and we' re looking for Members who 
like to both set up the booth (on Samrday the 11th) and man the booth during 
the show. The VHP A is given the booth by the event organizers and we always 
like to put on a good show in return. Last, if you're attending this year's Heli­
Expo, please stop by and say hello. 

Mike Sheuennan, VHP A Membershi 
Phone: • E-Mail: 

HAI Education Courses are Coming to Texas 
From Feb. 7 through 17, 2012, HAI will be offering education courses as pai-rof 

HEU-EXPO 2012 at the Dallas Convention Center. There will be a Texas-sized 
program, with more than 25 courses offered in areas i.ncludingsafery, maintenance, 
management, and other helicopter-oriented concentrations. 

Prograi11 highlights include the Military to Civilian Workshop, a free course on 
making the transition from a military to civilian helicopter career; and the Heli­
Success Career Development Seminar, an inexpensive course targeted toward 
y01mg pilots nying to break into an aviation career and for more-experienced pilots 
in a transition phase of their career. 

The education program will also include nine new courses, ranging from A via­
tion Security to U.S. Tax Issues Affecting Commercial Helicopter Operators, and 
a competitively priced Flight Instructor Refresher Course. Check our the full list of 
course offering; ai1d register online at www.rotor.com/ education. 

Those looking to fulfill hours toward IA Renewal will also benefit from HA.l's edu­
cation program-four courses are being offered that ai·e FAA-accepted for IA 
Renewal Additionally, 30 manufucrurer' s teclmical briefing; will be conducted on 
Sun., Feb. 12 and Mon., Feb. 13, 2012 by the predominant helicopter manufucturers. 

For more information on getting your IA renewal at HEU-EXPO 2012 or 
HA.l's education prograt11S, conract Kristin Anderson at~r at edu­
cation@rotor.com. 

RETURNING FIRE: IN THE BEGINNING .... 
by VHPA Life Member 
Col (Ret) James W "Pete" Booth 
This book is the factual story of the development of armed heli­

copters in the US Army and their first employment in combat. The 
story is dramatically told by the courageous men who lived it-flying 
daily into enemy infested areas and facing murderous fire from 
anti-aircraft weapons. 

In late 1961 the US Government deployed five unarmed Trans­
portation Helicopter Companies (H-21 lift ships) to South Vietnam 
where they quickly came under fire by the Viet Cong. By October of 
1962 a company of UH-1 helicopters equipped with weapons cob­
bled together from machine gun and 2.75 inch rockets systems left 
over WWII and Korea stores were deployed to protect them. Desig­
nated the Utility Tactical Transport Helicopter Company, but widely 
known as the un, they quickly became known for professionalism 
and the courage of its crew members. These men became the basis 
for all the armed helicopters deployed to Vietnam. 

The UTI Company's legacy is strong and endures today, the US 
Army's Apache program is a direct descendent of these men. 
Today the US Marines and US Navy also have strong armed heli­
copter programs as does every major military power in the world. 
This is their story also. 

Our Author, Col (Ret) James W. "Pete" Booth is one of a hand­
ful of officers whose vision and energy prodded a cautious Army to 
initiate and over time embrace the concepts of Armed Helicopters 
and Air Cavalry. 

As a Captain and aviation instructor at the US Army Armor School 
(USAARMS) in 1958 he developed the doctrine for, and introduced 
Armed Helicopters and Air Cavalry into School instruction. He oversaw 
the arming of four H-34 helicopters assigned to a Fort Knox unit with 

.50 caliber machine guns 
and 4.5 inch rockets then 
oversaw several major 
fire power demonstra­
tions. In 1959 the 
Armor School put on a 
special demonstration 
for the Army's Chief 
of Staff , General 
Maxwell Taylor. Gen 
Taylor approved Air 
Cavalry as an 
Armor Force pro­
gram that very day. 

This book is the 
factual story of the 
development of 
armed heli ­
copters in the 
US Army and 
their first 
employment in com­
bat told by one who was there from 
the beginning. A true "Must Read" for all rotary­
winged Aviators! 

Personalized, autographe 
from the Author ... E-Mail 

. . . .. .. - .. .. .. . - . - tly 

The book is also ava i lable on-line through AuthorHouse Press 
(www.AuthorHouse.com}, the VHPA's book Store (PeerlessBookStore.com}, 
all major on-line distributers (Amazon, Barnes and Nobels etc) or your local 
book store can order you a copy - reference ISBN# 978-1-4567-4522-6 
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To the men of the VHP A , 
Just thought you guys would like to know there is a helmet on dis­

play in the Khe Sanh war musewn, at the site of the old combat 

base in Vietnam, with the name: ].Pierce scratched on the back. I 

couldn't be sure but it appears to be a chopper pilot's helmet I've 

attached a photo I took of it 

I just thought that the previous owner, if he is still with us, would 

be interested to know where it ended up. 

E-Mail: 

Cheers, 

Tim from Australia. 

RETIRING or CHAN61N6 JOBS? 
Now more than ever, Stifel Nicolaus 
can make a difference in your life! 

---WE CAN UElP YOU--
• Avoid the potential tax withholding loss of 20% 

of your retirement plan distribution 

• Shape an investment strategy to fit your situation 

Your Stifel Nicolaus financial Advisor is within easy reach! 

Robert Potvin -Vice Presidentllnvemnents 
"Stingray White 25" 

(HOSS) 

(231) 995-7004 I cell I (800) 235-9031 
~Stifel.com 
- Traverse City, Michigan 49684 

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated I Member SIPC and NYSE 

Members of the VHPA, 
I have this vety unique SPH-4 Flight Hehnet and would 

love to know where it came frorn. Any info you men 

could give me as to the Pilot who owned it, or even the 

organization this hehnet flew with, would be greatly appre­

ciated. Wouldn't it be great if tl1e previous owner was still 

alive? 

I was going to sell it on E-Bay (they bring a lot right 

now), but something told me the right tl1ing to do would 

be to first ask for your organization's help. 

Robetto Rodri 

vemon 
graphics I promotions 

www.MYVERNON.BIZ/ RICKYOOD 

• 
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BOOK RE 
KONTUM: 
The Battle to Save South Vietnam by Thomas P. McKenna, a 
senior American advisor during the battle, is a personal mem­
oir and a history of the biggest and least written about battle 
of the Vietnam War. The NVA's well-planned assault, sup­
ported with tanks and heavy artillery, on the ARYN forces in 
the Central Highlands and the massive US air response far 
exceeded the .scale, intensity, and weaponry previously 
encountered. McKenna's narrative of the courageous tenacity 
of the few American advisors and helicopter crews who stood 
with the ARYN forces under extreme conditions is an excel­
lent read. 

The Battle of Kontum is usually lumped together with the 
Easter Offensive and is not as well-known as earlier cam­
paign'$ and battles involving American units covered by the 
media earlier during the Vietnam War. McKenna points out 
that of some 30,000 books about the Vietnam War few books 
including Stanley Karnow's widely read 'history, Vietnam: A 
History, few give it more than a brief mention. McKenna has 
written this book to ensure that future students of the Viet­
nam War learn about this period of the war. 

McKenna provides the reader his firsthand view of the situa­
tion American advisors found themselves in while supporting 
and fighting alongside ARYN units confronting NVA tanks, 
artillery, and human wave assaults. His account fully recog­
nizes the helicopter crews of the 361st AWC, 180th ASHC, 
7I 17th Cav., and 57th AHC who provided unwavering rescue 
and support under intense anti-aircraft fire including the 

MEN OF GRANITE 
by William E. McGee, a member of 
the VHPA who served in RVN with 
the 73rd AYN and 117th AHC in 
63-64, is an interesting collection 
of stories about New Hampshire's 
military heroes. 

The book chronicles the lives 
and service of 49 of New Hamp­
shire's fighting men, in all wars, 
from the French and Indian War 

t w,cGll • h 
""'"~~~~,n.•""'"" wit the exploits of Maj. Robert 
'
0
"•'" Rogers of Rogers' Rangers to 

CW4 Michael Durant in Somalia . The 49 individ­
uals include eleven Medal of Honor winners and others 
whose names grace our forts, bases, and Navy ships. 

McGee's book is a nice read about New Hampshire's mil­
itary heroes and is a reminder that the size of a state is no 
measure of the service and sacrifice of its citizens to our 
nation . 
lvl en of Granite: True Stories of New Hampshire's 
Fighting Men ($19.95, 264 pages) by William E. 
McGee ISBN: 9 7 8193180 7 654 is available at 
http: //www.menofgranite.com / and other book sup­
pliers. 

SA-7. McKenna gives great 
credit to the rapid deployment 
and courage of the 1st Combat 
Aerial TOW Team (Hawk's 
Claw) for blunting the NVA 
tank supported assaults. 

As in all conflicts, the dis­
cussion and decisions of 
many "players;' at all levels, 
ultimately affects the final 
outcome. McKenna's 
extensive research reveals the 
dynamics of key political and military individuals 
on both sides of this battle. However, as McKenna states, 
"One man who stood out above all others in this struggle was 
Mr. John Paul Vann." Vann is everywhere in this book and 
McKenna gives the reader an in-depth perspective of his role 
in the Battle of Kon tum. 

McKenna has done a great job of bringing us his firsthand 
account of the Battle of Kontum anci'America's pivotal role in 
keeping South Vietnam from being split in half and defeated 
in 1972. This book is compelling reading whether you were 
"in country" at the time or not. I highly recommend this 
book. 
Kontum: The Battle to Save South Vietnam ($39.95, 
344 pages) by Thomas P. McKenna, ISBN: 978-
0813133980 is f1.vailable from The University Press of 
Kentucky, Amazon, or other book suppliers. 
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AMERICANS IDENTIFIED: There are still 1,679 Ameri­
cans listed by the Defense POW/Missing Personnel 
Office (DPMO) as missing and unaccounted-for from the 
Vietnam War. 

Specialist 4 Marvin F. Phillips, U.S. Army, 114th 
Assault Helicopter Company, was lost on Sept. 26, 1966, 
when the UH-1 B helicopter he was aboard crashed off 
the coast of South Vietnam. His remains were identified 
on July 29, 2011. Capt. Arnold E. Holm, Jr., and Spc. 4 
Robin R. Yeakley, U.S. Army, 8th Cavalry, 11th Aviation 
Group, 1st Aviation Brigade, were lost on June 11, 1972, 
when the helicopter they were aboard crashed in Viet­
nam. Their remains were identified on Feb. 7, 2011 

The number of Americans returned and identified since 
the end of the Vietnam War in 1975 is now 902; another 
63 US personnel, recovered post-incident and identified 
before the end of the war, bring the total to 965. Of the 
1,679 unreturned American veterans from the Vietnam 
War, our POW/MIAs, 90% were lost in Vietnam or in 
areas of Laos and Cambodia under Vietnam 's wartime 
control: Vietnam -1,288 (VN-472, VS-816); Laos - 326; 
Cambodia - 58; Peoples Republic of China territorial 
waters - 7. Over 450 were over-water losses. 
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By VHPA Life member: 
JOHN PENNY 

PLAGUED BY GOOD LUCK 
byCoL (Ret.) William ''Bill" BagweO, is a memoir of his life, 

family, and service in the USAF. He 
olJED BY describes his life as "plagued by good 

PL.A D L UCIZ luck" and carries this theme through-
GOO ll out his story of humble beginnings in 

Bill BagWe Memphis, having "the best family a 

,, . . human could ever hope for," and 24 
"$ f A" F h. h · ;. years o an u orce career w 1c 

culminated with his assignment to 
the Air Force Space Shuttle Pro­
gram at Vandenberg AFB in 1979. 

His stories of flying jet fighters 
during the "cold war" in Japan, 
Korea, and stateside are often very 

witty accounts of cheating death. Bagwell also flew 
with the "1st Special Operations Squadron in 68-69 (call sign 
Hobo) in the unfriendly skies of Laos in the "Secret War." 
His narrative of flying the A-IE from NakhonPhanom, Thai­
land (aka "Naked Fanny") over the Ho Chi Minh trail in sup­
port of insertion/ extraction/ rescue missions includes his 
own extractions after being shot down twice in Laos. 

Bagwell's memoir is more than just another war story. It is 
an honest straight-forward view of a man's life, family, and 
the many challenges he faced under unusual circumstances. 
He very thoughtfully recounts the lives and personalities of 
those he met, served with, and lost along the way. I believe 
you will enjoy reading this book. 
Plagued by Good Luck ($28.75, 348 pages) by Bill Bagwell 
ISBN: 978- 0984486922 is available from Amazon, or other 
book suppliers. 

STORY SUBMISSION DEADLINES 
FOR THE VHPA AVIATOR FOR 2012 

March/ April 2012 issue (#30-02) 
COB Thursday, January 26, 2012 

May/June 2012 issue (#30-03) 
COB Thursday, March 29, 2012 

July/August 2012 issue (#30-04 
COB Thursday, May 31, 2012 

September/October 2012 issue (#30-05) 
COB Thursday, July 26, 2012 

November/December 2012 issue (#30-06) 
COB Thursday, September 27, 2011 

January/February 2013 issue (#31-01) 
COB Wednesday, November 28, 2012 

For more information contact David Adams, Editor 
E-Mail: Aviator@VHPA.org (or) phone-
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Another piece of our history shall endure to 
commemorate all who served~ Charlie Model 66-15069 

Former members of the 68th AHC gather to celebrate the re-dedication of 069. 
This story's author, Howard Smith is seen on one knee in the center of the gcoup. 

A 68th AHC Charlie-Modd Gunship in flight somewhere in III Corps. 

Ten members of the Mustang gun platoon of the 68th Assault Helicopter Company recently gathered in 
Nampa, Idaho at tlle W arhawk Air Museum for a dedication ceremony of the restoration of one of their 
former gunships. Select Aviation in Hamilton Montana did a complete static restoration of069 and 
delivered it to tlle musewn for display. I have NEVER seen this aircraft look so good! 

UH-1 C/M 66- l S069 was purchased by the museum to be the centerpiece of their Viet Nam War dis­
play. The museum consists ofWW2. Korea, Vieman1 and the Cold War aviation equipment and has 
approx 30,000 square feet of display space. The museum is located on the airport in Nampa, Idaho and if 
you are ever in the area, it is a must see location. 

When I arrived at the 68th, the C/E for 069 was Pat O' Malley and tlle A/C was Richard "POP" War­
ren, Mustang S3. After Pop DEROSED I became tlle NC of this ship until it was sent to Corpus Christi 
for rebuild After completing rebuild, tlle ship returned to Vietnam and served with the l 76th AH C and 
the l l 7th AH C before returning to the states. 

069 in a revetment in Bien Hua, Vietnam 

Regards, Howard Smith 
Mustang SS, Top Tiger lS 

68th AHC, Bien Hoa, Vietnam, 1969-1970 

Mission Made Just For A FNG .... by Steve Bookout 
\ ~----.. -
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It was a hot and sultry evening in July of69 when the 
crews returned to the Nest from a day of defying certain 
death. A brand new FNG resided in hootch Double­
Deuce along with some other pilots, two of whom were 
Otto Offereins and Bob Kelly, perhaps better known by 
their infamous call signs of White Pigeon & Yellow 
Canary. It was obvious that those two most senior ACs 
had been working on a mission . As the new guy 

approached tlle hootch's red door, Mr. Offereins, hw11ble and caring futher figure 
tlm he was, laid his arm across tl1e young pilot's shoulder. Then in a low voice, cold 
him there was a mission planned and he was to be a principle player, but to keep it 
hush-hush. 

This vety wobbly-one wanted desperately to fit in with tlle old timers and prove 
his mettle, so he most readily accepted the offer. Wow! If Otto AND Bob, both 
wanted you in on their plans, why man, you were almost an10ng the elite in the com­
pany. Why, tllis was probably going to his rite of passage and from now on, he'd be 
one of tl1e boys! 

Early tlle neA1: day, our intrepid Warrant packed his AWOL bag as instructed and 
proceeded out tlle Camp Evans main gate to h.itcl1 hike down Highway 1. Destina­
tion: Camp Eagle Main Motor Pool. An ARYN deuce and a half gave him a ride to 
tlle main motor pool and dropped him off As the rruck belcl1ed smoke and n=­
bled away, the yow1g man checked llis watcl1. A little before nine. Plenty of time. 

AWOL bag in hand, he sauntered tl1rough tlle gate as if he owned tlle place. 
Many eyes were on him as he strode past, ignoring evetyone. If you were tllere, you'd 
have seen his cap was tlu·own back, his Bight glasses on, and had a grungy OD rowel 
tl1roWI1 around his neck. 

Many soldiers were watching, but no one had approacl1ed or accosted 11in1 as he 
neared tl1e row of water trailers parked along tlle fence. Tllis was good because he 
was shaking pretty well by now and thoughts of MPs and Courts Marrials were rac­
ing tl1rougl1 his head. Did I mention a queasy feeling inside? 

Surely the White Pigeon and Yellow Ca.nary wouldn't steer 
hin1 wrong-- would they? He selected a SOO gallon water ~~~ 
buffilo md clllnlxd on ro~ T ~ M=c Soll'"''"~oc @r. 
eye-balling him closely as he laid his rowel our and - tlrJ"' 
removed his nomex shirr. Seeing him sit down, apply sun , 
tan lotion, and then lay on the rowel, the two returned to ' ···~y 
work probably thinking the young man had been in coun- ~ 

try fur too long. 
After about 30 minutes, it was plain that nobody else was watching him .... just as 

Otto had predicted At 10 minutes of 10, he jtm1ped down clutching his precious 
AWOL bag, removed four nylon straps, he attached them to the rings located at 
eacl1 corner of the trailer, crawled back on top clutching the looped ends in his hand, 
and laid back down. No one had seen him move! Was he crafty or what? 

Minutes seemed to creep by ever so slowly and he was really getting the gitters. 
Soon that funiliar wop-wop-wop sound was heard and lUUnistakably getting loud­
er. Slightly raising his head, an tmmarked UH-lD came into view about lS feet off 
tlle ground and approaching fur. 

In a flash, he was up, had tlle straps secured to tlle cargo hook, and then dropped 
into the filling hole on top of the water tank. With his head sticking out of the rank, 
he saw all pandemoniwn break loose down below. 

People came nmning out of the wood work cowards the Huey as it picked up 
speed and gained altirude with its cargo dangling below. He started laughing 
because he could hear tl1e111 yelling. pointing. and swinging .their fists as they made 
tlleir exit, stage lefr. 

The trailer Started to swing and rotate, so he ducked down inside the rank and me 
rest of me trip became a blur. But soon the Huey arrived at me Nest and dropped 
me water buffalo and it's passenger off, and tllen disappeared into me blue, never to 
be seen again. So ends tlle tale of how Phoenix got their shower and our FNG lived 
happily ever afi:er. 

Cheers, Steve Bookout, Phoenix 62 
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Total Knee Joint Replacement 
Major Depot Maintenance 

By VHP A Member Robert L Graham 

I can do a low-level hover with just a little tingling pain 
I can preflight the skids with hardly any strain. 

A left tail slip on take off 
There is only a little RPM drop. 
My wife wants to dance all night. 

The rhythm no longer seems quite right. 
A green light from the tower 

Pull pitch, Ah, cannot rise with full power. 
Attempting to project a manly stride 

With this one to one vertical I cannot hide. 
Can no longer land on a dime 

Hop skipping down the takeoff pad all the time. 

Dammit, these skid marks are all mine!!! 

Bob, look at this film of your old knee 
The one on the right is the left one, no cartilage you see. 

No problem at all, is this surgeon's smooth patter. 
Well authenticated by the framed Washingtonian 

"Surgeon Pick of the Year" for that matter. 
It 's routine, I've done hundreds in several ways. 

You will be walking to the bathroom in a couple of days. 

Doc I don't want to sit on the pad waiting to go. 
I have no need to lift heavy cargo 

I want to light the fire 
pull pitch 

raise quickly 
At least steam low level? 

OK Bob, cool it now-hover in place 
I'll brief you on what it takes. 

We cut these two bones off right here and drill 
We slip in these new replacement pieces for the fill. 
Bob, be assured the replacement parts are premium 

One is plastic, the other titanium! 

In my mind I know I will not perish 
But damn, the DVD I viewed is completely garish. 

It is your call Bob; a painful future is your current fate. 
I open my eyes, take a deep breath and select a Depot Maintenance date 

For submission to the VHPA News Letter ]an/Feb 2012 2011 edition 
Version #2 Copyright Robert L Graham November 2, 2011 
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by Midter_m Member-At-Large, Bob !fesselbein 

If one place atpmres and provides the emotional focal point for we who seived, it 

is The Wall, the Viemam Veterans Memorial located on the northwest comer of 

the Washington National Mall. A stone's throw from the Lincoln Memorial and 

one of the most-visited sites in the nation's capital, it is a very special place of pol­

ished black granite and quiet green. 

Nestled within a wide scattering of trees, the 58,272 etched names of our lost col­

leagues and friends look silently across a small meadow onto two complementary 

monuments that capture the experience and emotions of our conflict, the 11u:ee 

Soldiers and the Women ofViemam. Within the shadows of the oaks, sweetgums 

and maples, visitors frequently place roses upon the statues in gestures of both 

admiration and love. 

Two national holidays, Memorial Day and Veteran's Day, provide the opportu­

nity for fonnal tribute to those who seived. Ceremonies draw Viemam veterans 

and their fumilies to this place ofhonor. We remember; we reflect; and foremost, 

we give tribute to those who sacrificed all in the service of their country. 

Cold sunshine and crisp breezes across the Washington Mall and Potomac River 

provided a chilled setting for the many who gathered at the Wall for the 2011 Vet­

erans Day memorial ceremony. Viemam veterans by the thousands were present 

and easy to identify. They came dressed in business ~uits, blue jeans, futigue jackets, 

leather vests embroidered with symbols describing their service; some wore medals 

earned in combat, and others displayed their military heritage with themed base­

ball hats or cavalry Stetsons. Helicopter pilots were well-represented, noticeable by 

their well-worn flight jackets, aviator wings and displayed air medals. It felt good to 

be among friends, once again. 
As a group they stood, bonded by the common experience of war and the desire 

to honor those listed on the Wall. They gathered in manyways. Some joined small 

reunions, or stood with fumily members, others searched the large audience hoping 

to find old buddies, some posed in quiet dignity, inu:nersed in thought. 

Under the watchful vigil of honor guards &om the 1st Cavalry Division and tlle 

82nd Airborne Division, the ceremonies began at 1:00 PM. Preceded by music 

that gently capmred the themes and experiences of the Viemam era, the ceremony 

will teach the values of our warriors 

explain the experience of we who seived dur­

ing the Vietnam War. 

The keynote speaker, fumed war correspondent and aumor Joe Galloway, spoke 

movingly &om the heart as he discussed the suffering, camaraderie and terror of 

war. He talked of brotherhood, our brotherhood, as he explained his °'perience 

under fire in the la Drang Valley. He talked of the Viemam veteran's poor wel­

come upon remrning home, of never forgetting, and his keywords, "Hate the war, 
but love the warrior," brought a quiet tear to many in the audience. 

Thoughtful comments by Colonel Sharon Bystran, USA (ret), reflected upon her 

tour as a combat nurse in Vietnam. She reflected on how the quiet early days of 

1965 quickly turned into the bloody battles oflater monilis, of casualties, supply 

shortages and the endless sow1d of med-evac helicopters arriving and dewcing. 

She remarked that the sounds and smells of war linger in her memories still; some 

45 years afi:er her experience of war. 

With words completed, a kilted bagpiper played the comfotting notes of"Amaz­

ing Grace." The conclusion of ceremonies ended with a lone bugler's playing of 

'Taps," and the traditional placing of the memorial wreathes at the base of the pan­

els. Despite the cold many veterans lingered at the Wall. Some who had traveled a 

great distance to attend remained and stood, reluctant to leave this place ofhealing. 

The afternoon shadows deepened into darkness, but the Wall and alkways 

remained illuminated by the glow of gentle, recessed lighting. The Wall, the 

58,272 etched names, continued to stand vigil as Veteran's Day, 201 ][ came to an 

end. 




