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Focus, A Reminder, And An Apology 
Our now-longstanding fraternity sustains irselfby remaining focused on the mis­

sion. The honorable mission of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilot Association is dearly 

defined within the Articles of Incorporation. Among the most important are: 

" .. .To enhance and accredit the cohesiveness, espirit de corps, and traditions of 

valor of rotary wing crewmembers ... to promote and perpetuate the bonds of 

brotherhood ... to provide social and recreational activities for members ... conduct­

ing programs for charitable, literary and education purposes ... " 

CELEBRATING THE OPENING 
OF THE NEW VHPA OFFICE 

By being the focal point for helicopter pilots who bravely served in Southeast 

Asia, we have gone beyond enjoyable reunions and social events to establishing 

important scholarship programs and historical legacies that recognize and remem­

ber our shared combat service. We benefit from the purity of this honorable associ­

ation, and should be proud of the sustained participation we enjoy. 

It is important to also remind ourselves the VHPA is a legal entity, as well The 

VHP A is non-business and non-political, deriving valuable rax-saving benefits as a 

non-profit corporation (under Kansas statutes) and as an organization of war vet­

erans complying with the tight rules of IRS Code 501 ( c)( 19 ). 

in Grand Prairie, Texas 
15 May 2012 

Front Row {right to left) 
Carrie Cheshier {employee), 

Sherry Rodgers {employee - office manager), 
Dena Didas {contractor - bookkeeper) , 

Greg Pattillo (contractor - information technology) 

Back Row {right to lefr) 
John Sorensen {vice president), 

Sometimes oversights occur that merit an apology. The May/June 2012 Aviator 

Mag.izine highlighted the successful career and political aspirations of a VHP A 

member. Although recognizing the individual's outstanding career was appropri­

ate, the Editor and reviewing Executive Council (EC) leadership included details 

that some members viewed as an inappropriate political endorsement. Upon fur­
ther review, the Editor and EC came to the same conclusion. We express our 

apologies and promise greater editorial vigilance in future publications. 

Bob Hesselbein, VHP A Executive Council Member at Large 

Tom Payne (past president and secretary/treasurer), 
Mike Sheucrman (past president and volunteer coordinator), 

Steve Fimian {contractor - CPA), Mike Law {presidenr) 

The Association continues to seek the return ... 
The Association continues to seek the return of 

two imporrant symbols: the VHPA Cobra 
plaque and VHP A ceremonial flag. Routinely 
transported to reunions in the VHPA Northern 
California Chapter Mobile Officers Club 
(MOC), our symbols were last displayed and seen 
at the 2009 Annual Reunion held in Philadel­
phia. 

We ask you to assist in the recovery of the arti­
facts. Established as traditional symbols in the 
early years of your association, they represent the 
shared honor of our common service, a salute to 

individual and shared courage, and a fraternal 
symbol of remembrance of those who did not 
survive the fire of combat. 

Recovery is the important thing. Whether the missing 
items were accidentally misplaced or intentionally "bor­
rowed" is less important than the restoration of the 
symbols to their rightful place-the custody of the Viet­
nam Helicopter Pilot Association. 

Our symbols of fraternity and honor can be replaced, 
but restoring the original Cobra plaque and VHP Acer­
emonial flag will hold far greater honor. Please join the 
search and help restore our heritage symbols for display 
at the future reunions. It is the right thing to do. 

Respectfal!J, 
Bob Hesselbein, Member-at-Large 

VHP A Executive Council 

AVIATOR PRIVACY ST~TEMENT 
The VHPA Aviator contains member privacy information the VHPA considers proprietary and confidential. 

This information, including but not limited to the VHPA Chapter list, shall not be used for 
commercial solicitation purposes or for any correspondence related thereto without prior 

written authorization from the VHPA president. Correspondence relating to commercial purposes 
or solicitations shall only be sent to the VHPA Officers, Committee Chairmen and/or Staff listed in this publication. 

E-mail items to The Aviator at: Aviator@vhpa.org 
THE VHPA A VIATOR, THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE VIETNAM HELICOPTER PILOTS 
ASSOCIATION (ISSN 1930-5737) (USPS 001-497) is published six times yearly - January, March, May, 

July , September & November. The VHPA is organized as a 501 (c) (19) fraternal military organization 
and one copy of e ach newsletter is included in each of our Member's Dues, yearly subscriptions to the Avi­

ator are available to non-members for $36.00 . Published by See David Adams, Enterprises, LLC, 2900 
Arbor Court, Round Rock, Texas, 78681 for the VHPA, headquartered at 2100 N. Highway 360 , Suite 907, 

Gra nd Prairie, TX 75050. Periodicals Publications postage paid at Round Rock, Texas and additional 
mailing points . POST MASTER: Send address changes to either of the above addresses. 
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VHPA OFFICERS 
Committee Chairmen 
and Staff"" 2011-2012 

President 
Vice President 

Past President 
Members At Large 

Senior Member 
Midterm Member 
Junior Member 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Founder 

Mike Law 
John Sorensen 

Woody Mcfarlin 

Bill Mullen 
Bob Hesselbein 
Clyde Romero 

Tom Payne 
Larry Clark 

VHPA NATIONAL COMMITTEES AND THEIR CHAIRMEN 

Chapter Liaison John "Jack" Salm 
Historical Mike Sloniker 
·Investment Bob Smith 

Membership Mike Sheuerman 
National Reunion Chair Gary Roush 

Public Relations/Publications Bob Hesselbein 

Records/Database Gary Roush 
Reunion Vendor Coordinator Woody McFarlin 
VHP A Calendar Project Mike Law, Editor 
VHP A Membership Directory Gary Roush , Editor 
VHP A Memory Map Project Ron Bower 
VHP A Scholarship Program Tom Payne 

VHPA Aviator Newsletter David Adams, Editor 

VHPA SUPPORT 
Legal Advisor Mike Poindexter 
Investment Advisor Bob Potvin 

VHPA HEADQUARTERS 

1-800-505-VHPA (8472) 

VHP A ELECTRONIC MAIL ADDRESSES 

VHPA Headquarters HQ@VHPA .org 
President of The VHP A President@VHP A .org 
VHP A Secretar /Treasurer 
VHP A Cha ter Liaison 
Historical Chairman 
Membership Chairman Membership@VHPA.org 
National Reunion Chairman Reunion@VHPA.org 
Public Relations/Publications 
Records/Database Roush@VHPA.org 
VHPA Calendar Project Calendar@VHPA.org 

VHP A Aviator Newsletter Aviator@VHPA.org 

Official Web Site of the VHPA 
www.VHPA.org 

Email: Aviator@VHPA.org 

FROM MIKE LAW, 
PRESIDENT OF THE VHPA 
I m wnttng thi s tn ea rly June. The ac t1 v1i e \a soCiated 

with es tablishing and equipping the new VHPA offi ce still 

dominate my calendar but will soon give way to the fi nal 

reunio n related tasks. It is safe to say that the VHPA lead­

ership lea rned much from the fi ve primary HQ co nt rac­

t ors we've had over our 30-year h is to ry. Each co ntracto r 

brought positives and negati ves to the assoc iation's SO Ps, 

busin ess practic es and t raditi o n s. Alo ng th e way we've 

been able to leve rage th e for ward march of techn o logy 

while staying true to the core values (camaraderie, record­

ing and preserving our history, annual reunion and mem­

bership directory, bi-monthly magaz in e) es t abli shed by 

our founders. We must be doing something right because 

over 15 ,500 h ave seen fit to join the VHPA! We p ay our 

bills with complet e tr ansparency and have mon ey in the 

bank. Even though the Aviator 's Taps section continues to 

gro w w ith each issu e we are p o ise d t o h ave o ur b es t 

attended reunion in years thi s August in N ew Orleans. I'm 

excited about the VHPA's futu re ! The Executive Co uncil 

will share more details during and aft er the Annual Busi ­

ness Meeting in N ew Orleans about thi s exciting future. 

I could go on and on abo ut the "goodness" of th e asso ci ­

ation having its own office. Perhaps Tom Pay ne summed it 

up be s t in o ur 15 M ay "full st aff" m ee t in g in Grand 

Prairie, TX : "I and many other old-ti me VHPA'e rs have 

looked for wa rd to th e d ay we can aga in h ave o ur own 

office. I'm glad that each of yo u is here because yo u want 

to be here to make the VHPA better." There we re five vo l­

unt ee r s in the m eetin g (plu s on e m o re co ve rin g th e 

phones ) with three sp eci al purp ose cont rac tors and two 

employees. 

In clo sing I want eve r yon e wh o rea.ds this articl e t o 

know th at th e Exe cut ive C ouncil is we ll aware th at th e 

VHPA's customer service especially in the area of answer­

ing the 800# call s with trained and knowledgeable indi­

viduals has been substandard of late. I be~as 

been "done wrong" to please call me at-o r 

email m e at If I am p art o f th e 

problem in your mind, then please call John Sore nsen at 

or any memb er of th e Executive Co uncil. 

You h ave our pl edge th at th e ship is n ow right ed and 

heading in the correct direction . 

Come talk to me or any member 
of the Executive Council in New Orleans! 

Mike L aw 



Important Last Minute Notes for this year's Reunion 
at the Hilton New Orleans Riverside Hotel. 

Location: Hilton New Orleans Riverside, 
Two Poydras Street, New Orleans, LA 70130 

Phone Number: 1-800-445-8667 

The Hotel lobby and registration desk are on the second floor and the VHP A 
registration area is on the first (street) level. 

Driving Directions - From the West, Follow Interstate-IO to Down­
town/East/Slidell, exiting at Poydras St. The off-ramp becomes Poydras St., fol­
lowing Poydras south to its end at the hotel's front circle drive entrance. From 
the East, Follow Interstate-IO Downtown/ West, exiting at Canal 
Sr./Superdome. Follow signage to Superdome/Poydras St., turning left onto 
Poydras St. follow Poydras St. south to its end at the hotel's front circle drive 
entrance. 

Airport Transportation -A taxi will cost about $35 each way. The VHPA 
has a special rate with Airport Shuttle. Book airport transportation online with 
Airport Shuttle for a round trip discount. The link is on the VHP A reunion 
web site. Changes can be made by phone on 866-596-2699 after the initial 
reservation is made onkie more than 24 hours in advance. The discount is not 
available by calling first. The special rates with Airport Shuttle are $38 per per­
son round trip and $20 per person one way. 

Early Departure Fee - If you check out of the hotel prior to your reserved 
check out date, the Hotel will add an early checkout fee to your bill. To avoid 
this early checkout fee, please advise the Hotel before or at the time of check in 

that your departure date has changed. 

Special Room Discount Rate Reservation end date - Our ability 
to reserve rooms at the special VHP A rate ( $119.00 per/ night) ends on 11 July, 
2012, twenty days before the Reunion starts. 'This means that the hotel will not 
honor our special $119 per night room rate for reservations made after 11 July 
2012. Be sure and make your reservations early. 

The 29th Annual 

VHPA REUNION 

New Orleans, LA 

31 July - 5 August 2012 

Hilton New Orleans Riverside 

It's New Orleans -
you 're different here! 

Hotel special self parking rate - Only $15.00 per day and this rate is 

available both to people staying at the hotel, and to those visiting the hotel. If 
you're staying at Reunion Hotel, ask the desk clerk that checks you in to give 
you a card to use to exit and enter the garage. If you are just visiting, you will 
need a daily special ticket to use when exiting parking. 'This ticket is only avail­
able at the first-floor VHP A registration desk. 

Hotel Health Club -All VHPA Attendees will receive a discounted rate 
of $5.00 per day to access the Health & Fitness Center. 'This is less than half of 
the normal rate. 

Hotel Internet Access -All VHPA rooms will receive a discounted guest 
room Internet rate of $9.00 per day which is a discount over the normal rate. 

Hotel Check In Time is 3:00 p.m. Check out time is 12:00 noon. 

Hotel Room Cancelations -Reserved rooms are guaranteed by your per­
sonal credit card which provides the hotel with one night's room fee plus tax. 
'This is required to hold the room. 'This deposit will be refunded if the reserva­
tion is canceled at least three (3) working days prior to arrival. To avoid this 
cancelation penalty, please be sure to take into account that weekends are NOT 
working days so this means that you may have to cancel at least five (5) days in 
advance to avoid a penalty. Also be sure to get a cancelation number. 

Need a wheelchair? Please see http://www.mrwheelchair.com/ or con­
tact them by phone at 800-548-9672. Mr. Wheelchair has an agreement with 
the Hilton. 

Any questions or problems, please let the VHP A or the MRP Staff know. 

' " 
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New Orleans Reunion - "New Orleans Area" Tour Offerings 
D ates and departure times vary - see the in-hotel Tour Desk for full details and availability 

NEW ORLEANS CITY & FRENCH QUARTER TOUR 
Board your luxury coach and travel through three centuries of history as you 

tour some of New Orleans' top attractions. Absorb the sights & sounds of the 
world famous French Quarter and historic Jackson Square, home of the Cabil­
do and Presbytere Museums. Visit one of the historic cemeteries referred to as 
"Cities of the Dead," and learn about this unique above ground burial system. 
Marvel at stories of voodoo and piracy on Bayou St. John, the waterway used by 
Jean Lafitte and his band of pirates, as you make your way to the shores of Lake 
Pontchartrain, where you will see the longest bridge over water in the world, the 
Lake Pontchartrain Causeway. Follow the path of the St. Charles Avenue 
streetcar, the oldest continuously operating passenger railway system in the 
world, past the homes of former Kings & Queens of Mardi Gras, stately man­
sions and the world-famous, exclusive Garden District. Tour includes a drive 
through the Lower 9th W a.rd and the Lakeview area, two of the areas most 
affected by Hurricane Kattina. The tour will end near your hotel, in the Frencl1 
Quarter. 
Following the guided city tour you may take the bus back to the hotel or spend 

some tinle on your own in the French Quarter. If you stay in the Quarter, the 
bus will pick you at 1 :45pm to return to the hotel or you may return on your 
own later. 

WWII MUSEUM TOUR 
Dedicated in 2000 as The National D-Day Museun1 and now designated by 

Congress as the country's official World War II Musemn. This remarkable 
attraction illtlnlinates the American experience during the WWII era with 
moving personal stories, historic artifacts and powerful interactive displays. 
From the Normandy Invasion to the sands of Pacific Islands and the "home 
front", the museum brings to li£e the teamwork, optimism, courage and sacrifice 
of the men and women who won the war and changed the world. You will 
have the morning to visit the Museum at your own pace. Your tour includes 
the film "Beyond All Boundaries", narrated by Tom Hanks, a unique and pow­
erful film about the Greatest Generations jomney. 

3 CHARMERS OF NEW ORLEANS COMEDY SHOW 
TI1e 3 Charmers are amazingly funny comedians that bring the unique taste 

ofNew Orleans with its relentless spirit to the stage. Tonight's show features 
characters with personalities that are mtlorgerrable because they are true New 
Orleanians and express that with their New Orleans accents on stage in a funny 
way. New Orleans has had its fair share of obstacles in recent years, from Hurri­
cane Kattina to the BP Oil Spill. Yet, here is a culture that refuses to go away, 
and holds on tight to preserve its place as one of the most unique cities in the 
world. This production stages stand-up comedy along with skits that will take 
you through the trials that New Orleans is having to overcome, and mixes it 
with the joy of being able to still call their city home. The heart-warming skits 
feature Ms. Inez Lappicola (played by Becky Allen) who says how she lost every­
thing in the wake of Katrina and her dearest friend Ms. Loyce Cangelosi 
(Amanda Hebert) who stands by her friends trials through it all. Then the 
stand-up comedy ofJodi Borrello will share the meaning of the family unit in 
New Orleans with the type ofhumor like no other. By the end of the show you 
will come to love these ladies! Don't miss this evening of laughter presented by 
3 women who are proud to share with you why they are never going to leave 
their hometown. 

Golf Outing 
The Annual VHP A Golf Outing will take place at the Lakewood Golf Club. 

A recent multi-million dollar renovation makes Lakewood Golf Club one of 
the most exciting courses to play with challenging fairways, tees and greens. Nes-

tled among beautiful Louisiana cypress and oaks, Lakewood Golf Club is one of 
the South's premier golf destinations. The day will begin with a continental 
breakfast at the club fullowed by a shotgun start at 8:00am, and end with lunch 
at the Club House. The fee includes use of practice facility, greens fees, cart, 
lunch, roundtrip transportation, all taxes, and graruities. Golf clubs are available 
for rent fur a fee of $55. Those who sign up to play will be contacted by the golf 
coordinator, Vic Lent with additional infurmation. 

PADDLEWHEEL LUNCH CRUISE 
Board your authentic stean1boat and take a step back in time, when cotton 

was king and life was as slow as the current on the Mississippi River. As you 
cruise on New Orleans' only authentic stean1boat, you will be amazed by the 
sights of one of the world's most active ports and the beautiful view of New 
Orleans from the comfort of your steamboat. Your narrated 2 hour lunch 
cruise includes an all-you-can-eat buffet whicl1 includes 3 entrees, several side 
dishes, salads, and an extensive dessert display. Afrer lunch, enjoy the view as 
you relax to the sounds of the "Dukes ofDixieland" jazz band. Don't miss this 
wonderful day out on the river, and the chance to spend tinle wim your friends 
and family. 

COMBO TOUR: NEW ORLEANS CITY TOUR & PAD­
DLEWHEEL LUNCH CRUISE 
(only effered on Thursday, August 2 09:30AM - 2:00PM) 

Enjoy me city tour as described earlier, following me city tour you will be 
taken directly to me paddJewheel lm1cl1 cruise. YOU will not return to the hotel 
between me 2 events and will not have tinle on your own in me Frencl1 Quar­
ter. 

NEW ORLEANS: MARDI GRAS & MAYHEM TOUR 
New Orleans is renowned for Mardi Gras Celebration, in recent years tl1e city 

has also become known for the disaster of Hurricane Katrina. Today you will 
learn about bom. Since 1699, when Pierre Le Mayne, Sieur d'Iberville celebrat­
ed his arrival at me moutl1 of me Mississippi on Shrove Tuesday, Mardi Gras 
has been integrally linked to Louisiana's culmral heritage. Your tour begins at 
Blain Kern's Mardi Gras World whicl1 is literally me place where Mardi Gras 
magic is made. Step inside me giant warehouse filled wim the famous Mardi 
Gras floats and props. Walk: among me towering figilles of fantasy, and watch 
the artists of Blaine Kem Smdios, me world-renowned masters of Carnival 
sculpture and float building, at work in meir shops. Mardi Gras World is a 
world of wonders, and me most unique expression of me spirit and culture of 
this annual Carnival. Then take me short ride to me Presbytere located in Jack­
son Square. You will see two fascinating exhibits: me Mardi Gras Exhibit and 
me Kattina Exhibit. Based on original resear9-i, me Mardi Gras exhibit traces 
me emergence ofNew Orleans' parades and balls to me present-day Statewide 
extravaganza mat attracts millions. The vast scope of the Musemn's collection 
appears in three focus galleries complete with favors, souvenirs, invitations, 
which are displayed in huge cases and "open storage" cabinets. The most daz­
zling focus gallery - me Crown Jewels Vault - houses an astonishing array of 
tiaras, scepters, necklaces and oilier baubles worn by generations of royalty. Kat­
rina & Beyond is a must-see exhibit on me history and science of this awesome 
storm. Eyewitness accounts, state-of.me-art multimedia displays and iconic 
objects collected in me afrermam of Hurricanes Katrina and Rira in 2005, pro­
vide an unforgettable experience of loss and devastation. This exhibit will 
inspire you; it is ultinlately a celebration of me spirit of service and resilience in 
me face of catastrophe & Mayhem. Please note: A small portion of this tour is 
not air conditioned; you will be required to walk 4 blocks from tl1e bus to one of 
me Museums. 
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MARDI GRAS WORLD DINNER 
Step off the coach, and walk through the srunning 
Mardi Gras floats and props stored at Blain Kerns 
Mardi Gras world, you will be awed at the creations 
which bring Mardi Gras to life. Then step into the 
Grand Oaks Mansion, New Orleans' only indoor 
antebellum mansion replica. Enjoy a cocktail 
among the brick walkways, moss-draped oaks, star­
ry night sky and winding waterway. Make your 
way up the mansions grand staircase to the River City Ballroom for dinner. As 
you sit among some of the floats and props, enjoy a delicious all-you-can-eat buf­
fet and beautiful view of the Mississippi River. After dinner, dance to the 
smmds of the band, or just relax and enjoy the music. Don't miss this dinner 
which will be as spectacular as Mardi Gras itself This will be an unforgettable 
evening don't miss it. For those interested in attending the "Dust Off' Movie 
at the hotel, early bus departures will be available. 

Inside the hotel events: 
8:00 am. - s p.rn. Daily 
Mini-reunions and unit TOCs (Tactical Oper­
ation Centers) We have set aside a group of 
business rooms that will be dedicated to specific 
groups for as little time as one hour all the way 
to the full length of the reunion. We encourage 
groups (units, flight classes, etc.) to co-locate 
their reunions with the VHP A to avoid the 
rime and expense to put on their own reLUuons. 
These groups can patticipate fully in all of the 
VHP A events while maintaining autonomy. 
Please check our web site at 

http:/ /www.vhpa.org for derails or to reserve space for your mini-reunion. 
Tlus is a great way to reconnect with your past. 

11 :00 am. - 11:00 p.m. Daily 
New this year is the "O Club". This replaces the honor keg room and pro­
vides a meeting place to relax and enjoy the company of your old and new 
friends while pattaking in an adult beverage or two &om a dedicated bar with 
reduced prices specifically for tl1e VHP A This will be in a private area near 
the center of all activity conveniently co-located with the mini-reunion 
rooms. 

Historical Presentations Forums (HPF) -Jim Fulbrook and Al Roettger have 
put together an interesting group of historical presentations tlUs year. See the 
schedule for specifi,c times and tlites: 

HPF#l - History of the America! Division - Les Hines will explain how he 
collects historical information on the America! Division and makes it avail­
able through CDs, DVDs and paper copies. While the America! Division is 
an interesting subject on its own, tl1e main value oflus presentation is to learn 
how he has put together the information. Les has the ability to reprint unit 
albums and has about 60 1:50,000 maps with LZs marked on them that he 
got from pilots. Using S2 and S3 reports from the National Archives, he has 
marked battles as well as LZs on these maps. H e has acquired an amazing 
an1ounr of information and provides the perfect model for how to do tlUs 
type of historical research. The key is to make it available to others and he can 
reach you how to do that. 

HPF#2 - Combat Search and Rescue in Vietnam. Tom Phillips, a career 
Navy helicopter pilot and Vietnam combat veteran - a Seawolf of HA(L )-3 -
will speak, supported by slides, on US combat rescue operations mostly over 
North Vietnam and Laos. H e is coauthor of"Leave No Man Behind: The 

FRENCH 
QUARTER 
ON YOUR 

OWN 
We will provide 
round trip trans­
portation &om the 
hotel to the French 
Quarter. You will 
have the afternoon 
to explore the French Quatter on your own. Try a hurricane, enjoy some 
Cajun food, shop in one of the voodoo shops, rake a walking tour or just walk 
down Bourbon Street and rake in the sites. The bus will depatt from the desig­
nated location at S:OOpm to return to the hotel. If you wish to stay longer you 
will be on your own for T ransporration back to the hotel 

Saga of Combat Search and Rescue" which recounts the history of combat 
SAR from World War I through OEF in 2003. The presentation will deal 
largely with USAF and USN squadrons assigned the dedicated n1ission of 
combat rescue of downed allied aircrew. While the name J oily Green Giant is 
relatively well known today, the names Big Mother, Sandy, Pedro, and 
Clementine and others are less well known bur equally deserving of recogni­
tion. The full story of Vietnam CSAR has never before been collected and 
presented and the presentation will deliver material and 11isrory not seen in 
books, film, or even the History Channel. 

HPF#3 - The Vietnam Center and Archives - representatives from Texas 
Tech University will update us on the Vietnam Archives and explain how to 
preserve your personal Vietnam War experience. The Vietnam Center and 
Archive collects and preserves the doclll11entary record of the Vietnam War, 
and supports and encourages research and education regarding all aspects of 
the American Vietnam Experience. This is the official archives of the VHP A 
HPF#4 - "The Battle ofKontlll11, 1972 Easter Offensive" - Lt. Col. John G. 
'Jack" Heslin (US.Army, retired), the author, will speak about this battle 40 
years after the event. On March 30, 1972, the Army of North Vietnam 
(NV A) invaded South Vietnam. The battle that had been in the making for 
years had finally begun. The enemy opened three major &onts. The first was 
in I Corps where he sent 30,000 troops strean1ing across the DMZ. The sec­
ond was in III Corps where the enemy attacked out of his Cambodian sanc­
tuaries and tried to capture the city of An Loe. The third was in II Corps 
where two NV A divisions tried to capture the provincial capital ofKontum. 
This book is a collection of personal reflections by friends, family and sur­
vivors of the Bartle ofKontlll11 as told to Jack Heslin. 

HPF#S- Fallen: But Not Forgotten-Mike Sprayberry (CMOH) will show 
a doclll11entary about his quest to locate six MIAs. In October 1969, then­
Lieurenant Mike Sprayberry received the nation's highest military award, the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, for his heroic efforts during a harrowing 
nighttime rescue in the A Shau Valley. But over the four subsequent decades, 
Sprayberry has remained determined to find the six lost men &om this n1is­
sion and bring them home, returning twice to Vietnam in search of evidence 
to initiate a formal recovery effort by the U.S. Army. This documentary pro­
files Sprayberry's most recent trip to Vietnam. Family members of rhe six 
men killed in action and their comrades together share the loss and immense 
&usrration but also the undying hope that one day these fallen soldiers may 
finally come home. This documentary is produced by award-winning CBS 
News cameraman Norman Lloyd and his foundation, the Commitment and 
Sacrifice Foundation ( www.candsfoundation.org). 
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2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, 1August2012 
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Friday, 3 August 2012 
Poker Tournament I & II - This is an opportunity to exercise your 
skill at the table while spending time with your old and new friends in 
a friendly game of poker. Proceeds benefit our scholarship fund. 

8:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Wednesday, 1 August 
3 Charmers of New Orleans Comedy Show - The 3 Charmers are 
amazingly funny comedians that bring the unique taste of New 
Orleans with its relentless spirit to the stage. The show features char­
acters with personalities that are unforgettable because they are true 
New Orleanians and express that with their New Orleans accents on 
stage in a funny way. New Orleans has had its fair share of obstacles in 
recent years, from Hurricane Katrina to the BP Oil Spill. Yet, here is 
a culture that refuses to go away, and holds on tight to preserve its 
place as one of the most unique cities in the world. This production 
stages stand-up comedy along with skits that will take you through 
the trials that New Orleans is having to overcome, and mixes it with 
the joy of being able to still call their city home. The heart-warming 
skits feature Ms. Inez Lappicola (played by Becky Allen) who says 
how she lost everything in the wake of Katrina and her dearest friend 
Ms. Loyce Cangelosi (Amanda Hebert) who stands by her friends tri­
als through it all. Then the stand-up comedy of Jodi Borrello will 
share the meaning of the family unit in New Orleans with the type of 
humor like no other. By the end of the show you will come to love 
these ladies! Don't miss this evening of laughter presented by 3 
women who are proud to share and interact with you why they are 
never going to leave their hometown. 

10:45 a.m. - Noon, Thursday, 2 August 
Military Writers' Panel Discussion - organized by John Penny our 
book reviewer and David Adams our magazine editor. We're chang­
ing the format from last year's "talk" to pulling together a "panel dis­
cussion" of 4 to 5 successful VHPA authors who have just published 
their own new book. John Penny will lead the discussion concerning 
how these new authors broke into the writing business, how they 
found an agent to champion their work and how they selected a pub­
lisher to print their book. We'll try to cover all the good things, as 
well as many of the potential pratfalls these men have encountered in 
bringing their dreams to life. Thinking of writing a book? Want to 
share it with others? Want to make some money doing it? Then 
reserve your seat at this year's Military Writer's panel discussion. 

8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Thursday, 2 August 

Dustoff Legacy Documentary Premiere - by Arrowhead Films, pro­
ducers of ITSOTB. This documentary will compare Dustoff opera­
tions in Afghanistan with Viernam. Movie director Pat Fries traveled 
to Afghanistan to film today's version of Dus to ff. The Unit he 
filmed was commanded by Major Patrick Zenk, whose father Bruce 
(now deceased) served in the original Viernam War Dustoff unit and 
inspired his son to follow in his footsteps. It will touch your heart as 
you see today's helicopter flight crews save the lives of our young sol­
diers just as we did over 40 years ago. Dustoff dates back to the Kore­
an War and was more fully developed during the Vietnam War, 
resulting in an unprecedented survival rate for combat injured troops. 
Today, an American marine or soldier wounded in action has a 95% 
chance of surviving, due in large part to the rapid response of highly 
trained helicopter medical evacuation crews. 

7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Friday, 3 August 

Gold Star Family Breakfast - organized by Julie Kink. This is an 
opportunity to recognize our Gold Star families. All are welcome to 
attend. These families are extremely appreciative of the fact that their 
loved ones did nor die alone and that we care about them and remem­
ber them like a brother. 
9:00 a.m. - Noon Friday, 3 August 

Annual Business Meeting (ABM) - This is when we conduct the offi­
cial business of the association. On Friday morning you will hear 
committee chairman give reports on their activities over the past year 
and you will have the opportunity to vote on administrative issues 

and elect our next two Executive Council members. This is a good 
time to learn about the workings of the VHP A behind the scenes and 
to influence the future direction of our association. 

8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Friday, 3 August 
In the Shadow of the Blade (ITS OTB) 10th Anniversary Celebration 
of the filming of this award winning documentary. This documen­
tary got its start at the VHPA 2000 reunion in Washington, DC. 
Many of the "stars" of the show and crew members will be in atten­
dance along with a special "director's cut" of the film. In the Shadow 
of the Blade follows a combat UH-1 "Huey" helicopter across Ameri­
ca to tell the stories of Vietnam veterans and their families. The 
Huey used in this documentary is now on display in the Smithsonian 
Museum of American History in Washington, DC. ITSOTB has 
become a powerful catalyst for emotional healing, reconciliation, and 
tribute as veterans share, reflect, and demonstrate to the world that 
one can "hate war, but love the American warrior." 

8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Saturday, 4 August 
Memorial Service - organized by secretary/ treasurer Tom Payne and 
VHP A member Gary Rossomme. It is the perfect setting and oppor­
tunity to reflect and remember our fallen. 

5:45 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. Saturday, 4 August 
Closing Banquet - The highlight for most reunion attendees is our 
closing banquet on Saturday night. This is the only "dress up" occa­
sion of the reunion. Ir is a celebration of our time together opening 
with a tribute to our missing men and closing with the change of 
command from our current president, Mike Law to the new one, 
John Sorensen after the meal. Entertainment will be a brass dance 
band playing tunes from our youth. For those who just want to visit, 
there will be a comfortable place just outside the banquet hall were it 

will be less noisy during the dance. 

Everyone is welcome to attend any or all of these events. 

Also the HPF presenters wi!L have their books, CDs and DVDs 

far sale in the vendor room throughout the reunion. 

Check our web site at http://www.vhpa.org fur the latest and great­
est reunion information. Please sign up now so you do not miss out 

on those events that are capacity restricted. 

Gary Roush 

webmaster@vhpa.org 

National Reunion Committee Chairman 
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Are you reading this on your way to New Orleans? Maybe you are already 
back home. E ither way, we locals sure hope that while in New Orleans you 
"Pass a good time". D on't read too much into those words, they just mean 
you had a good time while you were here. 

There are many such phrases you may have heard and didn't quite under­
stand so perhaps I owe you an explanation. Remember the 1956 Rock and 
Roll song by Shirley and Lee, "Let the Good Times Roll". We say that in 
Cajun French as "L'lisser le bon temps rouler". Or "Laissez Jes bons temps 
rouler" if you prefer. It basically means "Let's party!". And Cajun is not 
uneducated French. Remember, the Cajuns were the ones who had sense 
enough to leave France. And when pushed out of English speaking Cana­
da, they had sense enough to come to the USA. I am now stepping down 
off of my soap box. 

Were you taken back when a local greeted you with "Where yat"? I'll slow 
that down to "Where are you at?" (but never, ever, say it that slow). They 
weren't asking where were you standing, they were asking about your state of 
mind, much like "What's happening?" or What's going on?". That's also 
why many locals proudly call themselves "Yats". And if you have a born 
and raised in the French Quaiter accent like that of my Cajun Bride; that 
Brooklyn/Boston type accent is called, speaking ''Y at". But don't call a Yat 
a Yat unless they do it first. It's kinda like a Cajun can call a Cajun a 
"Coonass", but you can't call them one unless they tell you they are one. 
Got it? 

Speaking of accents, trust me, I have never talked to an NOPD Cop who 
sounded anything like Dennis Quaid in the 1987 film The Big Easy. Nor do 
they show up on a call eating Beignets. On trust, if you hear "I got to tell 
you the truth" or the abbreviated "I gots ta tell ya da trute", it doesn't mean 
all the other stuff the person told you was not the truth, it just means this 
piece of info is really, really, important. Back to that "Where ya at?"; a good 
response is "I'm OK, How's ya Mom n Em?". You already figured that one 
out, right? I got here in the mid 90's and I knew the first day I had chosen 
the right retirement location and job. A woman I had never seen before in 
my life who was behind the counter at a convenience store asked "What can 
I get for you Baby?". Baby, she called me baby! And don't believe that 
"Darling" or D awlin" you hear in the movies either. That is a serious term 
of affection. If you call someone close to you "Honey" back home, they are 
"Dawlin" in New Orleans. But even if they are "Hey dummy" back home, 
they are still "Baby" down here. The other thing that first day was that the 
boss only asked me one question all day. He said "Hey Vic, you coming by 
the house for a beer after work?" Between those experiences and meet­
ing/ mar1ying my Cajun Bride here, why would I ever want to leave? 
WARNING: You too may experience a growing desire to not return home. 
Or you may find yourself convinced that you have to make another trip to 
New Orleans to see a buncl1 of that stuff you missed this time. Is that the 
Real Estate section of the paper I see in your luggage? The Big Easy, proud 
to call it home. 

And I'm so glad we could share it with you. 
-Big Chief Vee 

www.nola.com/jacksonsquarecam 

www.crescentcitybrewhouse.com 

www.cafegiovanni.com 

www.houseofblues.com/venues / clubvenues/ neworleans 

RETIRING or CJIAN61N6 JOBS? 
Now more than ever, Stifel Nicolaus 
can make a difference in your life! 

---WE CAN UELP YOU--
• Avoid the potential tax withholding loss of 20% 

of your retirement plan distribution 

• Shape an investment strategy to fit your situation 

Your Stifel Nicolaus Financial Advisor is within easy reach! 

"Stingray White 25" 
(HOSS) 

(231) 995-7004 I ell I (800) 235-9031 

PotvinR@S tifel .com 
Traverse City, Michigan 49684 

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated I Member SIPC and NYSE 

vemon 
graphics I promotions 

WWW.MYVERNON.BIZIRICKYOOD 
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Tuesday - July 31st, 2012 
11:00am-11:00pm 

8:00am- 10:00pm 

1:00pm- 4:00pm 
1:00pm- 5:00pm 
1:00pm- 6:00pm 
1:00pm- 6:00pm 
6:00pm- 8:00pm 
7:00pm-10:00pm 

0 Club Opens (Stays open, same hours, 
throughout Reunion) 

Unit Mini-Reunions and Unit TOC's open. 
They remain open 8:00am -10:00pm throughout 
Reunion, see separate schedule 

Reunion T-Shirt distribution open 
Vendor Room Opens 
Welcome & Registration Desk opens 
Tour Desk opens 
Group dinner at Mulate's Cajun Restaurant 
Early Bird Reception 

Wednesday - August 1st, 2012 
7:30am- 9:00am Tour Desk open 
9:00am- 1:00pm WWII Museum (only) Tour #1 
9:00am- 2:30pm Combo WWII Museum Tour, Lunch 

9:00am- 2:30pm 

9:00am- 5:00pm 
10:00am-5:00pm 
11:30am-2:30pm 
1:00pm- 5:00pm 
2:00pm- 5:00pm 
3:00pm- 5:00pm 
7:00pm- 8:00pm 
7:30pm-10:00pm 
8:30pm- 10:00pm 

& Victory Belles Show 
Combo New Orleans City Tour, Lunch 
& Victory Belles Show 

Vendor Room open 
Welcome & Registration Desk open 
Lunch & Victory Belles Show (only) 
Banquet seating desk opens 
Poker Tournament #1 
Tour Desk open 
1st Time Attendee Reception 
Welcome Reception 
3 Charmers of New Orleans Comedy Show 

Thursday - August 2nd, 2012 
7:00am 2:00pm GolfTournament 
7:30am 10:00am Tour Desk open 
8:00am 4:00pm Welcome & Registration Desk open 
8:30am 4:30pm Plantations Tour and Lunch 
9:00am 10:30am HPF #1- Les Hines, Collecting History 
9:00am 11:00am (or1:30pm) New Orleans City & French Quarter Tour #2 
9:00am 2:00pm Combo New Orleans City Tour and Lunch Cruise 
10:45am Noon Military Writers' panel discussion 
11:00am 2:00pm Paddlewheel Steamship Lunch Cruise (only) 
1:00pm 4:00pm Banquet seating desk open 
1:00pm 5:00pm Tour Desk open 
2:00pm 5:00pm Mardi Gras & Mayhem Tour #1 
2:30pm 4:00pm HPF #2- Tom Phillips, USN CSAR 
6:00pm 10:00pm Mardi Gras World Dinner 

at the Grand Oaks Mansion 
8:00pm 10:00pm Film Premiere - DustoffLegacy Documentary 

Friday - August 3rd, 2012 
7:30am- 9:00am 
7:30am- 9:30am 
9:00am- 4:00pm 
9:00am- Noon 
9:30am- 1:00pm 

KIA/MIA Gold Star Breakfust 
Tour Desk open 
Welcome & RegistrarionDeskopen 
Business Meeting 
Spouse/Guest Event-Cooking Demo 
&Lunch 

10:30am4:00pm Banquet Seating desk open 
1:30pm- 3:30pm (orS~) New Orleans City & French QuarterTour#3 
1:30pm- 4:30pm Quilt Outing 
1:30pm- 5:00pm WWIIMusemnTour#2 
1:30pm- 5:00pm French QuarterOn Your Own 
2:00pm- 3:30pm HPF #3-Tiie VietnamArchive 

2:00pm- 5:00pm PokerToumament#2 
3:30pm-5:00pm HPF#4-MikeSpraybeny,SearchfurM1A's 
8:00pm-10:00pm InTiieShadowOfTheBlademovie 

10diAnniversruyCelebrarion 

Saturday - August 4th, 2012 
8:00am- 9:30am 
8:00am- 9:30am 
9:30am- 1:30pm 
9:30am- 1:30pm 
10:00am.Noon 
10:00am.J:OOpm 
10:15am-1:15pm 
10:30am-12:30pm 
4:00pm- 6:00pm 
5:45pm-10:30pm 

Memorial Servire 
Tour Desk open 
Hands-on Cooking Class 
WWIIMuseumToru.#3 
HPF#S-JackHeslin, Battle ofKontmn 
Welcome & RegistrarionDesk open 
Mardi Gras &Mayhem Tour#2 
Banquet Seating desk open 
Banquet Seating desk open 
Closing Banquet & Danre 

Reunion Continuing Events: 

Unit Mini-Reunions and Unit TOC's are scheduled daily 
from 8:00AM till 10:00 PM every day of the Reunion - see 
separate schedule for your individual unit's date, time and 
room assignment. 

The Vendor Room - first opens on Tuesday July 31st at 
1:00pm and remains open daily from 9:00am - 5:00pm 
through Saturday, August 4th 

The 0 Club - first opens on Tuesday July 31st at 11:00am and 
remains open daily from 11:00am - 11:00pm through Satur­
day, August 4th 
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r------------------------------------------------------------------• VHPA 29th Annual Reunion • New Orleans, LA• July 31 -August 5, 2012 
NATIONAL REUNION REGISTRATION FORM 

Information and register online at www.vhpa.org or mail completed form to: 
Toll Free (800) 505-VHPA (8472) 

Email HQ@vhpa.org 
Fax (954) 301-0742 VHPA Headquarters, 2100 N. Highway 360, Suite 907, Grand Prairie, TX 75050 

Member name: Member No.: 
Address: 
Cit : State: 
Email address : Tele hone: 
Wife/ uest name: Hometown: 
Guest name: Hometown: 
Guest name: Hometown: 
Guest name: Hometown: 

EVENT #Attending Price 
Reqistration throuqh 4/30/12* @$40 
Registration 5/1 /12 and after* @$50 
Registration for under age 21 @$15 

-Gfett!T8itlftef-a+-Mttle1s (dt1!\t"{ffi- .OLD OU rr @$45 s 
Early Bird Reception (July 31) No Charae 
New Orleans City & French Quarter #1 (Aug 1) @$45 
WWII Museum (only) Tour#1 (Aug 1) @$39 

ttSel:tfft;-\tLw, 8efles-&-l=t:tftv1 I \ 
0

•vv I / $OLD OU T @$79 S 
ew-Sl'leafls-;--\/iete-rv-Bel+es-&-l=t:tfle~crtt- ,OLD OU T @$99 S 

~s-SftOw-&-l-t:Jfle/rfOft y / \f •,OLD Ol T @$65 S 
Poker Tournament #1 {Aug 1) @$25 
1st Time Attendee Reception (Aug 1) NoCharae 
Welcome Reception {Aug 1) No Charqe 
3 Charmers Corned):' Show (Aug 1) @$15 
Golf Tournament with Breakfast & Lunch (AUQ 2) @$95 
-PlaAtatieAEHBtiF-&-l:±JAeR "·-!J21- ;oLD OU rr @$99 s 
New Orleans City & French Quarter #2 {Aug 2) @$45 
-New-6rleaAs-6itv-&-b:tfleft-Grtii~ ' .,OLD OU rr @$75 s 
.flatlelewl=leel-l::ttAel=I Gfttis~ ;:;~:- -' - · ,OLD Ol T @$50 S \• ,_~ c.. 

Military Writers' Panel Discussion (Auq 2) No Charae 
Mardi Gras & Mayhem Tour #1 (Aug 2) @$55 
Mardi Gras World Dinner (Auq 2) @$90 
Dustoff Documentary Premiere (Aug 2) @$7 
KIA/MIA Gold Star Breakfast (Aug 3) @$26 
Gold Star Breakfast Sponsorship (Aug 3) @$26 
Annual Business Meetinq (Aug 3) No Charae 
Spouse/Guest Cookina Demo & Lunch (Aug 3) @$49 
New Orleans City & French Quarter #3 (Aug 3) @$45 

ttiltefS-8\:fHA;::; ' ··-!t"6T- ~OLD Ol lNoCharrnS 
WWII Museum {only) Tour #2 (Aug 3) @$39 
French Quarter Transportation (only) (Aug 3) @$15 
Poker Tournament #2 (Aug 3) @$25 
In The Shadow of The Blade Screeninq (Aug 3) @$10 
Memorial Service (Aug 4) No Charqe 

Eis-eA-Gee~~lass (A-,.. SOLD OU T @$1655 
WWII Museum Tour #3 (Aug 4) @$39 
Mardi Gras & Mayhem Tour #2 (Aug 4) @$55 
Closing Banquet (Aug 4) @$74 
Closinq Banquet - Child (Aug 4) @$18 
Non-Registered Guest at Banquet (Aug 4) @$90 

Total From Sidebars xxxxx xxxxx 
VHPA Dues (if not dues current) 1 year @$36 
VHPA Dues (if not dues current) 3 years @$99 
Life membership (Call HQ for exact amount) 
2012 CD or Paper Directory Fee @$10 
Mult. Year CD or Paper Directory Fee (#of Years x $1 Q) 

GRAND TOTAL $ 

Wheelchair? 0 Yes 
Address change? 0 Yes 

Zi: 

21 or older? 0 Yes/Wheelchair? 0 Yes 
21 or older? 0 Yes/Wheelchair? 0 Yes 
21 or older? 0 Yes/Wheelchair? 0 Yes 
21 or older? 0 Yes/Wheelchair? 0 Yes 

Total 

)LO OU 

OLD ouir 
OLD ouir 
OLD ouir 

OLD OU 

DLD our 
OLD our 

bLo ou ir 

OLD OU 

_ HPF event fee $25 .00 
One $251XJ PER FAMILY fee buys access ro evet)1011eofrhe 
five HPF evemsfor2012. It also buys a DVD of all of 
fas t year's sessions. 

Total$ __ 

T-Shirts Total $ __ _ 
_S@$18 _M@$18 _L@$18 

_XL@$18 _XXL@$19 _XXXL@$20 

Banquet Meal 

_Beef _Fish _ Vegetable 

Voluntary Contributions: 

VHPA Membership Fund $ ___ _ 

VHPA Scholarship Fund$ ___ _ 

VHPA General Fund $ _____ _ 

Vietnam War Museum $ ____ _ 

VHPA Reunion Sponsorship $ __ _ 

REFUND POLICY 
IMPORTANT: Please review the details of the 

Refund Policy, including the limited opp01tuni­

ty to purchase a Refund Guaranty available 

only on a one-time basis at the time of registra­

tion , which is posted online at the official 
VHPA website: www.vhpa.org 

Refund Gurantee Fee 

(10% of Total Events)$ _____ _ 

OFFICIAL REGISTRATION 
CANCELLATION DATE IS 
NOON, CST, 11 JULY 2012. 

IMPORTANT: Please review Reunion 
Refund & Cancellation Policy carefully 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 
MC/Visa#: _________ _ 

Exp. Date: _________ _ 

Signature: _________ _ 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYMENT 
In lieu of a credit card, you can mail 
a check or money order payable to 

"VHPA " withform. 

* E.ach person 21 and older must pay the fall 
registration fee, except for banqueJ-only guests. 

------------------------------------------------------------------
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VIETNAM HELICOPTER PILOTS ASSOCIATIO N 
2100 N. Highway 360, Suite 907, Grand Prairie, TX 75050 

:800) 505-VHPA (8472) (voice) • (817) 200-7309 (fax) • HQ@vhpa.org (e-mail) • www.vhpa.org (websi te) 

Membership application/change of address 
D New application D Address change D Directory correction 

NAME DATE OF BIRTH: 

ADDRESS: 
CITY: STATE: ZIP : 
HOME PHONE: ( WORK PHONE: ( 
E-MAIL ADDRESS : OCCUPATION : 

Membership Dues: D Annual $36 OThree year $99 D Lifetime (based on applicants' age*) Total:$ __ _ 

($75) *age 59 and below ($450), 60-64 ($350), 65-69 ($250) , 70-74 ($150) , 75-79 ($100) 80 and above 

D Add $1 O for printed Membership Directory** o Add $1 o for Membership Directory on C D** 

D Add for Membership Fund Contribution D Add for Scholarship Fund Contrib ution 

Aviator Subscription only D Annual $36 D Three Year D Lifetime- see above membership rat es* 

D Charge my MasterCardNisa C/Card D Personal check/money order enclosed 

Credit card No.: Expiration date: 

SIGNATURE: 

FLIGHT SCHOOL CLASS: SERVICE BRANCH: 
COMBAT FLIGHT HOURS: SOCIAL SECURITY NO.: 

Information about each Vietnam unit: 

Dates in units Unit Location Call si n 
From: To: 

st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 

Information about you: Helicopters flown, medals/awards, talents, hobbies, and anything else: 
' 

How did you learn about the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association? Referred by? Was membership a gift? F rom 
whom? 

h. *NOTE: Lifetime Membership and/or Subscriber Dues are based on the applicants' age - please provide your date of birt 
** NnTF· MAmhAr.c::hin nirAf'fnriA.c:: RrA nnt RllRilRhlA tn nn/11 A 11iRfnr .c::11h.c::r.rihAr.c:: 
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The National League of Families of Ameri­

can Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia 

was incorporated in the District of Columbia 

on May 28, 1970. Voting membership is com­

prised of the wives, children, parents, siblings 

and other close relatives of Americans who 

were or are listed as Prisoners Of War, Miss­

ing In Action, or Killed In Action (body nor 

recovered and returned) during the Vietnam 

War. 
The League originated on the west coast in 

the late 1960's. The wife of a ranking POW, 

believing that tl1e U.S. Government's policies 
Wall Art inside the Command Briefing Room in JP AC Headquarters, It's 

of keeping a low profile on the POW / MIA easy to sec what these guys arc thinking about as they go on with their work. 

issue and encouraging the families to re&ain 

from publicly discussing the problem were 

unjustified, initiated a loosely organized move­

ment that evolved into the National League of "' 

ships was, when in contact, use all 

available firepower during gun runs 

and thankfully we were not hit. At 

some point it became obvious that we 

could not pick up the ream and SOG 

called off the mission. These coura­

geous fighters are still Missing in 

Action (MIA). 

JP AC team members have been to 
the site a few times and, as of this 

date, no remains have been found. 

They will continue the search until 

the mission is successful. 

JP AC is made up of well over 400 

handpicked Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, 

Marines, Department of the Navy civil­

ians and contractors. JPAC's Central 

Identification Laboratory ( CIL) is one 

of the largest and most scientifically 

diverse forensic laboratories in the 

world, and is the only accredited skeletal 

identification laboratory in the United 

States. Three permanent overseas 

.-~..:..iu..._J detachments assist with command and 

POW/MIA Families. The League's 

POW /MIA flag is the only flag ever displayed 

in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda where it stands as 

a powerful symbol of our national commit­

ment to the accounting issue. The flag also is 

flown in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, the Virgin 

Islands, D.C. Mayor's office, Northern Mari­

ana Islands, Guam arid American Samoa. 

!!:::=:::;;_.:_~---m;;...;;~--= control and in-country support during 
Our author and VHPA Member Ron Miller poses in front of the headquarters 
for the Joint POW /MIA Accounting Command, Pacific OP AC) in Hawaii. investigation and recovery operations: 

There is no doubt that advocacy on this issue 

by the League arid its supporters prompted the U.S. Government to form the 

Defense Prisoner OfW ar/ Missing Personnel (PM 0) within tl1e Depart­

ment of Defense (DOD) and also established JP AC, the Joint POW/MIA 
Accounting Command, located in Honolulu, Hawaii. The DOD also 

established SOP's for all the services that requires them to use all available 

resources for as long as it rakes to account for those who went missing on the 

battlefield. 
I was recently invited to JPAC Headquarters in Hawaii where I 

received a full briefing on this incredible organization and the dedi­
cated men and women who work there. My interest in the 

POW / MIA issue began in 1982 and was prompted by an operation in 
Vietnam in October 1966: I was stationed with the 116th ASHC at 

Phu Loi when I was given the mission to take 3 HUEY Gunships to 

Khe Sanh to support SOG operations -- almost all were in Laos and 

the DMZ. The SOG's A - Team was located in an underground 

bunker just sourh of the airstrip and, since this airstrip was unsecured, 

we had to fly back to Phu Bai each day to spend the night. 
The teams were usually comprised of three Senior NCO's and eight 

Montagnards, the indigenous people who lived in that area. I spent 

three tours flying helicopters in Vietnam; these men were the bravest of 

the brave. On October 3, 1966, we inserted a team on a hilltop in Laos 

utilizing Navy CH-46's, with my three gunships and Air Force fighters 

capped in support. Standard Operating Procedures required us to 
move away from the landing site, go into orbit and be ready in case the 
team was attacked. Within minutes a large force of NV A launched an 

attack. The Navy Choppers and Air Force fighters received heavy dam­

age while trying to make the extraction. My SOP for the three gun-

Der. One located in Bangkok, Thailand, 

Der. Two in Hanoi, Vietnam, Der. three in Vientiane, Laos and a fourth 

Der. in Hawaii that deploys worldwide as needed. 

The core of JP AC's day-to-day operations involves investigating leads that 

result in accountability and identification of Americans who were killed in 

action but never brought home. They also place priority on investigating 

and accounting for those last known alive in capitivity or in immediate prox­

imity to capture by hostile forces. I had the honor of being briefed by the 

Der. in Hanoi in 1993 and was taken to a recovery site in the Hanoi area. I 

cannot overstate how meticulous and persistent our' JP AC teams are in 

searching for the remains of our comrades. I cannot begin to tell readers how 

difficult it is to reach some of these sites or how dangerous it can be. Seven 

ream members, including two L TC's, one Maj. and four Senior NCO's from 

the Army, Air Force and Navy lost their lives in a helicopter crash while 

searching for missing comrades. And this kind of sacrifice goes back a long 

ways: an Army Captain on a mission to account for missing servicemen near 

Saigon was the first to die, as a result of enemy action on 15 Dec.1973. 

As of this date, the dedicated personnel ofJP AC and its predecessor organi­

zations have fom1d, excavated, identified and returned 969 of our comrades 

from the bartlefields of SE Asia, though 63 were recovered by U.S. personnel 

in South Vietnam before the end of the war. There are still 1,674 Americans 

listed by the Defense POW/Missing Personnel office (DPMO) as missing 

and unaccounted for from the Vietnam War. On average JP AC's ClL iden­

tifies remains of one previously missing American every four days -- so we will 
reach the 1000 mark in the not too distant future. They are also finding and 
identifying the remains of many more Americans from other earlier wars, one 

recently from WWI in France and 17 U.S. Marines from WWII, found on 
ari island in the Pacific. 
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Local bar in Honolulu, a favorite gathering spot fur the members of the )PAC Recovery Teams. 
The surfboard was used in that famous scene of the movie Apocalypse Now. 

As I was leaving JP AC Headquarters, I was shown this quotation, 
which was etched in glass above one of the laboratories that contained 
the remains of some of our missing comrades: 

"WE WRITE NO LAST CHAPTERS, 
WE CLOSE NO BOOKS, WE PUT A WAY NO FINAL MEM­

ORIES. AN END TO AMERICA'S INVOLVEMENT IN 
VIETNAM CANNOT COME BEFORE WE'VE ACHIEVED 

THE FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING OF THOSE 
MISSING IN ACTION". 

~Ronald Reagan, at the Tomb of the Unknowns, 1984 

The citizens and, especially the military of the countries where the U.S. 
is looking for our missing comrades are astounded that we would still be 

Plaque inside JPAC HQ dedicated to their seven members lost in the crash of a Russian 
Helicopter while on a recovery mission. 

expending our resources, time and lives in this on-going search. It is cer­
tainly my wish, as well as the never-ending hope of the POW /MIA fami­
lies that the U.S Government will persevere until the fullest possible 
accounting is achieved. I agree and think we will never stop looking, 
because "missing" does. not mean "disappeared." It does not mean "lost." 
The missing are not forgotten "ghosts" on some distant battlefield. They 
are real American soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines and pilots who are still 
there, waiting .... waiting to come home to the Country they served. 

Ron Miller 

Vietnam Veteran, 1966-68-73 
E-Mail: 

Congress has designated September 21st as National POW /MIA Recognition Day, events arc scheduled across the Country that need your support. 

I am seeking Military Memorabilia that pertains 
to Helicopter Operations in Southeast Asia. 

Items of interest include - pocket patches, 
calling cards, scarves, headgear, personalized 
helmets & gear, propaganda, flight gear, pins, 
wings, plaques, paper ite 
unofficial/novelty items, 
flags, artwork and even 

uniforms and "Drinking Suits" of the ~ra! 
This includes Aviation, Transportation or Air rescue units. 
Army ~Air Force~ Navy ~Marine Corps 
I'm very actively pursuing material from Cavalry units­

a unit specific Stetson ha~ Patches & embroi~ered 
scarves, calling cards, a saber carried in country, 
guidons, plaques and various other unit related 

material and souvenirs pertaining to flying Cav units. 
These Items will be used In exhibits throughout the country and as source material for 
an upcoming book. I will also place photos and descriptions of anything contributed 
by a VHPA member on the VHPA's on-line museum website (www.vhpamuseum.org). 

Please note that anything contributed will not be re-sold 
but will remain In this collection for all to enjoy! 

I'm happy to purchase your items ata very fair price if they help me complete 
or expand portions of the collection. You don't have to donate to participate! 

Many thanks to everyone for your on-going support in this effort! 

For full details cont y at ..... . . .,, ., , , 
Evenings 

Toll Free Worldwide 888 870-5408 
E-Mail: 

Page 13 The VHPA A via tor 



On Wednesday May 2, 2012, a 
Huey with 1970 combat hours in 
Vietnam helped transport a mod­
em-day, fullen Afghanistan Trooper 
toward his final resting place. 

PFC Michael Metcal£ fiom Boyn­
ton Beach, FL, after being in-country 
for only three weeks, was killed April 
22nd by an IED while rushing to 

the aid of victims of anorher IED 
which had exploded moments 
before rhe one rhat killed him. His 
body was flown to Dover AFB, 
Delaware and then on to West 
Palm Beach, Florida for family ser­
vices prior to his final burial at Arlington National Cemetery. 

The Huey is an "H'' model #68-16425, which flewwirh "B" Company of rhe 
123rd. Avn. Bn. (Warlords) while stationed in Chu Lai, Vietnam. 425 has 
been restored to display condition, placed on a custom trailer, and is used in 
parades, Veteran events, and is ofi:en brought to schools for srudent education 
about the conflict in Southeast Asia. 

Project 425, as we call our privately funded restoration and display effort, is 
named for the last three digits of the aircraft's tail number, was used to transport 
PFC Metcalfs flag draped coffin fiom rhe jet which came fiom Dover to the 

Vietnam Reflection -Through Their Eyes 
the hot new site on Facebook! 

To the Membership of the VHP A 
As many are aware, I have been working with various members of your orga­

nization helping rhem digitize their Vietnam era slides and photographs. 
While doing so I almost always find some photos that really needed to be -
shared with everyone; not only those men's families, but also with the mem­
bers of the VHP A and also the general public. 

But how do we do that without jeopardizing the copyright of these men's 
slides? This time we found a way that would protect rhe copyright of rhe 
slides, and still be able to share these slides with everyone. We have set up a 
page on Facebook groups called: 

Vietnam Reflections - Through Their Eyes 
(http://www.facebook.com/groups/309674519l12045/) 

We have make this an open site, non-organizational, for all services, all ranks, 
all duties, all units, dependents, children, grandchildren, srudents, teachers, his­
torians, anyone rhat is interested in rhe Real Vietnam, not only Through 
Their Eyes, but now, also through Their Own Words found on their posts. 
No Politics, no disrespect allowed, and no Graphic photos or postings. This is 
a site for Reflection and Reconnection's. We have many members fiom all 
services and now we are even getting soldiers fiom Iraq and Afghanistan visit­
ing us. In just the first six weeks, we now have over 600 members. 

L'lch slide on the new site is credited to the name of the pilot photographer. 
We also list the dates the man was in-cow1try, when rhe slide was taken, the 
unit the pilots was flyingwith at the time and if available, a short description of 
action shown in the photo. We close each session with a reminder rhat all 
in1ages are copyright protected I try and load as many as five pictures on this 
site every day, but we have also new photos posted to rhe sire daily fiom our 
viewers. If you are interested in seeing what is up so fu, go to Facebook and 
searcl1 for the group. If you want to be notified when new photos and posts 
are put up, sin1ply "fuend" us and you will be the first to know. 

Thank You for Your Time, 
NedCrimmin 

E-Mail: 

funeral home in Boca Raton, Florida 15 
miles to the south. MG Wayne P. Jackson, 
USA (ret) and VHPA member CW2 Bill 
Jeczalik, borh &om our restoration "crew" 
volunteered as pallbearers. Ceremonies at 
rhe airport included water canon salute by 
airport firefighters, Palm Beach County 
Honor Guard with their bagpipes and 
drums, the Patriot Guard motorcyclist, and 
a host of funily and mends. The digni£ed 
event was covered by local TV news and rhe 
Palm Beach Post newspaper. 

Mike Carroll, a former Chinook Crew­
chief with rhe 147rhASHC "Hillclimbers" 

Page 14 The VHPA Aviator 



The Reunion 
.. ..... by Richard Dipboye 

I first met Greg and Dave at Ft. Wolters in the U.S. Army flight school in 

October 1969. I had decided it was time to quit school and join the Army. I 

had already had a tour in Vietnam in the Marines, but was tired of school and 

needed to do something different. I had always wanted to fly and finally had 

the time and money to get my Private Airplane license. Joining the Army to go 

to flight school seemed like the thing to do if I wanted to keep on flying. I was 

still in the Marine reserves, but knew I would never be able to fly for them with­

out a college degree. 

All through flight school, Ft. Wolters and Ft. Rucker, Greg, Dave, and myself 

spent most of our off time together. 

We had a couple of weeks off after 

Ft. Wolters, so we all met at my 

house in California where we could 

drive to Ft. Rucker together. It was a 

good experience for all, as none of us 

was very familiar with the south. 

Greg was from W ashingron, and 

Dave was from Utah, and I was a 

California native. After our training 

finished in August of 1970, as new 

Army Aviators and Warrant Offi­

cers, we were ready for Vietnam. 

Dave and I went on to Ft. Sam 

Houston for Medevac training, and 

Greg went directly to Vietnam. We 

all finally met up again once we got 

in country. I went to the Air Ambu­

lance Platoon, 326th Medical Bat­

talion, lOlst Airborne at Camp 

Eagle. Dave went to Phu Bai Dustoff, and Greg went 8th R-R Co. We were all 

in the Hue-Phu Bai area together. 

Dave and I had our share of hair-raising moments, but Greg, well, he had a 

pretry sedentary job. He wanted more so he volunteered for a transfer to the 

2/17th Cavalry of the lOlst, to fly the OH 6, the "Loach". It was definitely a 

job for one who wanted to see a lot of action. He got his wish when we all got 

involved in an operation called, "Operation Lam Son 719", an across the bor­

der mission in suppon of the Vietnamese Army (ARYN) in Laos. 

Then I got a shock. We all read the "Stars and Stripes", the official military 

newspaper, and looked forward to reading about the news from the states and 

from in country. One day in March 1971, there was a feature story, "Diary of a 

Chopper Pilot". It was written by a helicopter pilot from 2/ 17 Cav. And about 

half way through the story he described how, "Crandall plows his loach into 

the side of a hill in Laos''. I was in total shock, I prayed this couldn't be Greg, 

but it was. He was listed as a MIA at first, then as a KIA, but his remains were 

not recovered until sometime in the 80' s by the U.S. recovery team. As soon as 

we got together Dave and I had a few beers in Greg s honor and reminisced 

about all the good times we had 

Over the years I lost track ofDave, we parted ways at Ft. Lewis. I stayed in the 

Army and made a career of it. Dave got our and did some traveling .... he 

visited me once in Gem1any in 1972 or 1973 but I never saw him again. 
I have visited the Vietnam Memorial, tl1e 'Wall", several times in tl1e last few 

years and always pause to reflect on my fallen comrades. I have friends on the 

Wall from both the Marines, and Eagle Dustoff. It is always a very solemn 

occasion and I am never able to leave tl1ere witl10ut wiping a few tears from my 

eyes. But, I am ashan1ed to say, I had never looked for Greg's name, I guess I 

had forgotten him. 
Then came the 2000 VHPA reunion inn D.C. I will never forget tlus 

reunion for two reasons. One 

is the fuct that the 4tl1 in D. C. 

is always a great place to be 

with probably one of the great­

est fireworks displays in the 

country. The second is that 

they also have one the greatest 

parades in the country. We 

were invited to march in tl1e 

parade down Constitution 

Ave., they even waivered tl1e 

entry size rules as we were easi­

ly over 1500 strong when you 

added in our wives, children 

and even towed helicopters 

leading and trailing. People 

were coming out onto the 

street shaking our hands, otl1-

ers were saluting from the 

curbs. I will never forget the 

Vietnamese running out into the street to tl1ank us. And the Marine General I 

saluted with a, "Semper Fi!" and the return salute witl1 a strong, "Semper Fi!". 

We finally got our welcome home parade! 

That night at the banquet we had a quiet ceremony to remember our fallen 

comrades, to reflect and to offer a silent prayer to our lost friends. Tlus year was 

a little different because at each place setting around the table, slips of paper 

were laid with the name of a pilot who had been killed in action in Vietnam. 

When the MC asked everyone to pick up their piece of paper and read tl1e 

name, all I could think of, was, "Oh, My God!" I was almost crying, with tears 

running down my cheeks. I was speechless .. .I could barely wl1isper !Lis name. 

My slip of paper said, "Gregory Stephen Crandall". The next morning I made 

another trip to the Wall, I had to pay my last respects to Greg along with a 

prayer to God asking him to never let me for~t Greg again. 

Richard Dipboye 

Air Amb Pit, 326th Med. Bn. 101st Abn. 

Dustoff91 - 1970-7 1 

E-Mail 

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE VHPA AVIATOR? 
The Official Newsletter of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association 

Prices range from $135.00 for a 1/4 Page to $475.00 for a full-page, Black/White ad; 
Color Ad rates are slightly higher. New ad set-ups are free & other price discounts 
are available. Full Details available at: Aviator@VHPA.org or HPilot1963@aol.com 
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To the Editor of the VHP A Aviator 
Concerning Page 30 in the last issue of The Aviator, Boland for Congress 

Come on EC, wake up! The VHPA is what it is today because the News Letter 
Policy has AL WAYS been 'No Politics, in any way, shape, or form"! The article 
appearing in the May/June 2012 Issue of the "Aviator" regarding a member's run­
ning for Congress DOES NOT adhere to that policy! VHPA Member Boland's 
run for Congress, while admirable, is not information that should appear in the 
"Aviator"! It has nothing to do with the chatter of this fine organization and I find 
the "offer to donate to his campaign" especially offensive! 

The leadership of the VHP A has fuced this issue before and has always staunchly 
supported the Membership edict to keep all aspects of the VHP A free of politics. I 
hope the appearance of this article is not an indication of the EC's desire to change 
an excellent membership mandate that has meant so much to the well being and 
continue growth of the VHP A 

Greg Ross 
PastPresi~ 

E-Mail:..___ 

Editor's Note: Greg's E-mail was just the first of the several complaints we received 
about that "VHP A'ers in the news "article that ran in this last issue. The EC has 
responded on page 2 of this issue for all the Members to read, and 171 abide by it. 

To the Editor of the VHPA Aviator, 
I read each newsletter as it comes in. About two months ago, I noticed an ad by 

Ned Crimmin to scan and digitize Vietnam slides, and if necessary, to 
restore/ enhance the slides. I looked at my slides, most of which I hadn't seen in over 
40 years, and started sorting them for mailing to Ned. Wow! What an experience -
it rook me back to that period of time, and I had slides of most of the guys I flew 
with. There were slides of fire-bases, combat assaults, and choppers, choppers and 
more choppers! 

Anyway, the reason I wrote is to give the highest recommendation on the work 
that Ned Crimmin produces. I got mine back this week and the results are amazing. 
Ned tells me that he has worked on close to 10 of us vets so fur, and each seems to 
have some beautifully unique slides. Ned wants to collect the best of the best and 
share/ donate them to VHP A I'm willing to share mine and I hope you'll make the 
same decision when you send him yours. 

Peter Rzeminski 
E-Mail: -

Editor's note: See full details of Ned's new website on page 15 ofthis issue 

To the Members of the VHP A 
I thought I would take some of your time to address a problem I'm seeing more 

and more 0£ As you guys statt to retire, move on and/ or worse yet pass on I want to 
talk to you about what is happening to all of your "stuff' that you might have kept 
from Viemam. 

As a known buyer ofViemam Memorabilia, I maintain a lot of connections with 
people in the business and you won't believe all the calls I getting concerning your 
"stuff' that's now starring to show up in yard/ garage sales, at thrifi: stores and even at 
full blown smplus stores and collectable dealers. What worries me is that once it has 
left its primary source (you), all the history of the piece disappears as someone usual­
ly separates the name from what's being disposed 0£ Clothing almost always has the 
name tags stripped off, which is not only physically destructive bur it negates a lot of 
the historical value of the piece. 
In other words, what once was the flight suit or the helmet bag that once belonged 

to a Viemam pilot becomes just a thing to be bargained for once the owner's identi­
ty is lost. I know this is a silly thing for me, a grown man to worry about, but it's 
whatldo! 

E-Mail:-­

Editor's note: See john's paid ad on page 13 for details of his offer to by your 
memorabilia. 

An open letter to Howard Horton, author of last issue's story 
about his flight class's "Critter" 

I just read the story about your stay at Rucker in January '68 and the problems you 
had with your barracks "Critter". And not to go one up on you but. ... 

As the a member of the first of two flight classes to "enjoy" a winte..r at Fott Rucker 
(Class 54K), ) I can recall damn near freezing to death in those barracks where the 
wind blew through cracks in the walls that were large enough to stick your fut 
through. First they held us over at Gary Air Force base in San Marcos, Texas while 

they were changing Camp Rucker to Fort Rucker and it was in the dead of winter 
before we when were finally allowed to travel It was so cold there that we'd assem­
ble at the Officer's club in heavy Air Force WW ll bomber fleece and drinking Hor 
Rums in gloved hands. 

There were no enlisted to light or keep the barrack's coal furnaces going, we had to 
do it ourselves or fre= to death. I'll never forget the night that I stuck my head into 
my neighbor's (Major Waller, Signal Corps) room one evening to find him com­
pletely clothed in the old fleece bomber gear, with earmuffS and a scarf, under two 
more blankets, with his cot pulled over under the one 80 watt bulb hanging from 
the ceiling while he was trying to obtain what little warmth that it emitted! Good 
times! 

To the Editor of the VHPA 

Regards, 
F. C. Goode 

Col~ 
E-mail:---

The article by Dennis De Wine in the last issue about an IFR flight into Da Nang 
brought back some memories, not all of them pleasant. As Dennis notes, the Army 
had (ew pilots qualified to fly IMC and there was little priority given to training 
instrument pilots in those days. Also, our navigation systems were often primitive, 
both in the aircraft and on the ground 
In many instances we had to rely on Marine and Air Force controllers and we were 

not high on their priority list. During the first days ofTet 1968, I carried a shot-up 
UH-1 to Da Nang from Northern I Corps, arriving just at dusk. We immediately 
loaded up a_ ton truck and several troops for the return flight to Phu Bai. We 
made contact with Phu Bai radar and began the vectors for the approach into the 
Marine base. Then, they were contacted by Marine aircraft and we became the 
stepchild After being vectored out over the South China Sea, we lost communica­
tions with the controllers. 

We knew the ceiling was around 500 feet and visibility was about l mile and we 
were lost and low on fuel. The 1st Cav Base at Camp Evans had set up a GCA a 
couple of days before and we contacted them on FM. They were unable to locate us 
and told us to Hy west while they continued searching. We finally picked up the 
NDB which had also been installed within the last few days and radar finally identi­
fied us. We made an ASR approach and when we broke out over the garbage 
dump, we turned on the landing and search lights to find our way to a parking spot. 
Finding a tent with some extra cots, we settled in for the night. A few hours later, 
the North Viemamese treated us to a mortar attack. 

The next morning, I managed to meet our brand new battalion commander. His 
greetingwas not to congratulate us for being alive but to harangue me for turning on 
my landing light, saying I had caused the mortar attack. My response was to tell him 
that when I lost an aircraft it would be because of a mortar attack and not because I 
am too stupid to use a landing light to avoid crashing. 

From that moment on, he and I were on good terms and I have good thoughts 
about him to this day. I have often thought about the "what ifS" of this mission. 
What if John Fox (a classmate from flight school) had not been my co-pilot? What 
if the beacon at Camp Evans had been inoperative? And, most of all, what if the 
Army radar controllers had not been the best in the world? If anyone would like to 
see whatlife was like for Chinook pilots during the period Feb-May 1968, "Google" 
U.S. Army Aviation Digest July 1969 and read the article "Chinooks IFR (Cav 
Style)". 

CarlL. Hess 
Flight Class 63-3 WA, flew with B Co, 

228th ASHB, 67-68 and 11~ 
E-Mail:~ 

To the Members of the VHP A, 
I happened upon you web site by accident and I wanted to tell you my story. 

I was drafted into the Army and sent to Viemam in 1970. I served with the 5th 
Division in Quang Tri and lOlst Div. in Phu Bai. My MOS was 11 C/ llB, a sim­
ple infuntryman, I ended up serving over 14 months in Viemam. 

I just wanted you all to know that Ifit weren't for you pilots, there is a good chance 
I wouldn't be here today. And while I was never wounded, I can say with certainty 
that there were times the sound of an incoming 'slick' was the sweetest sound I ever 
heard! 

I always say THANKS when I meet you in person, 
today I want to say Thanks to all that read this. 
~ 

E-mail:----
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Looking For info on Arthur John Qack) Ulm Jr. 
My brother, Arthur John Ulm Jr. Oack) retired as a CW4 around 1970 shortly 

afi:er serving two tours in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot I'm now looking for any 
army buddies ofJack that might be able to share some stories with Jack's son, Arthur 
John Ulm III and his family. 

Although I am Jack's brother and we both serviced in the Army in Vietnam at 
about the same time (I seIVed three plus tours from 3/64 thru 6/67),Jack was about 
16 years older than I and I hardly knew him while I was growing up. Here's hoping 
that some of his Army buddies can provide the knowledge about Jack's Vietnam 
and Army career that I Can't 

Thanks for your time, 

E-Mail: .. 

Looking for men with knowledge of service dogs use in Vietnam 
I have now retired as an international geologist, and live in Canada. Since I gradu­

ated from university in the mid-seventies, I have heard many stories of men and 
their dogs performing feats of bravery in Vietnam with their dogs being trained to 
identify "Trip Wire" on enemy trails in the jungle. I have also heard countless stories 
of how these dogs have saved the lives of many service men and I am now writing a 
book about the several unusual feats ofbravery preformed by these dogs. 

The second reason I am writing is to search out any service men who might have 
already gathered this information regarding instructors or dog trainers in Vietnam 
and/ or anyone who may be available for me to contact. My interest lies in dog train­
ing, primarily in "Search and Rescue" and "Man-trailing'' with Bloodhounds. Spe­
cial recognition will be given to those who contribute stories for this book. 
Although I did nodlywith any of you pilots in Viet Nam, a lot of my fiiends did. I 

personally have been on eight trips to Viet Nam with my company searching for 
precious metals, mostly gold, from 1985-2004. I currently along the East slopes of 
the Rocky Mountains, a few miles East of Jasper, CANADA and look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Maurice Martin 
E-Mail: 

Looking For information on Lester Haverfield 
I hope that you can help me. I am looking for anyone that may have semd with, 

or that remembers my father, Lester Haverfield. He seIVed two tours in Vietnam as 
a Helicopter Pilot and has been gone for many years. But now I am working on a 
memory book for my two boys and would love to include some comments from 
anyone that may have known him. 

E-mail: 

Looking For information about SP4 Robert Thomas Callan. 
I am looking for any information on my cousin, SP4 Robert Thomas Callan. 

Robert died of wounds from hostile fire on 16 December 1970 while flying as 
a door gunnerwith the Black Widows, C Company, 101stAvn Bn, 101stAir­
borne Division. Robert's information can be found on Panel 06W Line 124 
of the Vietnam Memorial Wall. 
We, the family, would appreciate any information about Robert that anyone 
may provide. 

VHP A Member Peter W Barber 
Email: 

Looking For the pilot of a Huey that crashed during the battle 
for Hill 875 in November of 1967. 

I was with the 1st of the 12th Inf 4th ID, during the battle of hill 875 in 
November of 1967. I am now looking for the pilot of a Huey that went down, 
I believe the day before Thanksgiving. 

He came into a one-chopper LZ too fast and clipped the tall trees and 
crashed. The gunners got out along with the co-pilot bur the pilot was pinned 

in the wreckage. Myself and another fellow soldier tore the door off the hinges 
and got him to safety before the aircraft burst into flames. 

I have searched for this man before and really would like to sertle this in my mind, 
I am not sure ifhe survived that crash or not There were 2 crashes that day and this 
one was on the south side of the hill. Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you, 

E-mail is-. 

Looking for Richard L. Allaire and Johnny E. Hayes. 
If you have contact information on either of these two men, please con­

tact Gary Roush at: roush@vhpa.org 
We have some information for them. Thanks. 

Looking For Cpt. James Cooper Wright 
Jim Wright smed with the 62d Aviation Company in Phu Bai in 1968-69. He 

ETS' d from the Army in 1972 and was last known to be in San Antonio, TX area 
in 1977. The VHP A Directory show a most recent address in Albuquerque, NM, 
but Jim is not there. 

Jim and I flew together ofi:en, when he was not immersed in his "RLO" duties as 
Unit Supply Officer. Have been searching for my old stick buddy, and tent mate 
for several years. Help!!! 

Thank You!! 
Robert (Bob) Lyle 

Coachman 1-9 
62d Aviation Compa~ 

E-mail:--

The Cub Inn is a 5,000-square-foot log 
cabin that offers unique charm that blends 
our love of aviation with the great outdoors. 
Located in Calttornia's Sierra Nevada moun­
tains just 25 miles from Yosemite National 
Park, our five guest rooms sleep either two 
or four people, and they all feature a private 
bath. 
Our guests start each day with a hearty 
country breakfast and are also invited to 
join us in the living room each evening tc; 
enjoy a glass of wine and a light snack. 
The Cub Inn is the life-long dream of hus­
band and wife team, Piper Cub owner 
and pilot Charleen Beam and VHPA Life 
Member Joe Riley. , 

Full details and booking information 
ar.e available on our. website: 
' · The.C,uqlhn.~'om 

Of call us atf 209-962-0403 
(land line) to book. 

< 
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WELCOME TO THE VHPA! 
Look the list over and if you recognize anyone, give them a call, drop them a line or send them an e-mail welcoming them into our 
Association. Full contact information is available either on-line in the Member Services section of our website, or through our 
staff at HQ by calling 1-800-505-VHPA. 

Line 1, Last, first, Ml and/or nickname of new member; double asterisks (**) ID new life members 
Line 2, his current city and state, branch of service 
Line 3 -5 , his (Flight) Class and Vietnam (VN) Unit(s) served with, if that info is available 

We welcome 20 new Members to our Association in this 
issue. All have all joined the VHPA during the period from 

06 April 2012 through 25 May 2012. 

Anastasio, Michael A 
Fairfax, Virginia, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 69-30 
Vietnam Unit(s) not provided 

Besst, John V. 
Lady Lake, Florida, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 7044 
134 AHC in 71; 3 AVN 52 CAB in 72; 201 
CACin72 

Collins, Lacy H. 
Newberry, South Carolina, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 70-40 70-46 
Vietnam Unit(s): 120 AHC in 71-72; 59 
AVN in72-73 

Craddock, Ollie C 'Sunny' 
Newton, Alabama, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 64-3 
Vietnam Unit(s): 811 AVN 1 INF in 67~; 
62 CAC in 72-73 

Esterak, David R. ** 
Boyce, Louisiana, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 67-1 66-23 
Vietnam Unit(s): A/22.7 AVN 1 CAV in 67-
68; OH-58 NETT in 70-71 

Foster, Michael W. 'CRAB' 
Christiansted, Virgin Islands. US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 69-11 
Vietnam Unit(s) not provided 

Garrett, Howard L ** 
Rowlett, Texas, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 68-12 68-18 
Vietnam Unit(s): 01315 CAV in 68-69; 
ACT/11 ACR in 71-72 

Hamblett, Victor L 
Salem, Virginia, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 67-15 
Vietnam Unit(s): D/111CAVin67~9; 17 
AHC 

Hur1ey, John E. 
Marshall, Texas, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 71-30 
Vietnam Unit(s) not provided 

Malcom, Ben S ** 
Fayetteville, Georgia, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 71-10 
Vietnam Unit(s) not provided 

Nestor, Mark L 
Gloucester, Massachusetts, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 69-37 
A/4 AVN 4 INF in 69-70 

Pierce, James 'Jim' ** 
Dahlonega, Georgia, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 128 AHC in~ 
Vietnam Unit(s) not provided 

Root, Stephen D. 'Steve' 
McPherson, Kansas, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 68-503 68-1 
Vietnam Unit(s): 238 AWC in 69-70 

Russ, Brian J. ** 
Sarasota, Florida, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 69-43 69-39 
Vietnam Unit(s): 02/20 ARA 1 CAV in 
70; A/2J20 ARA 1 CAV in 70-71 ; Fn9 
AFA 1CAVin71 

Singletary, Frederick 'Fred S.' 
Stafford, Virginia, US Anny 
Flight Class (s) not provided 
Vietnam Unit(s): 1 AVN CO in 72; 59 
CACin72-73 

Stewart, Albert R. 
Daleville, Alabama, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 66-10 67~ 
Vietnam Unit(s): 229AHB1 CAV in 71-
72 

Veal, Monte Ray 
Mars Hill, North Carolina, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 634 
Vietnam Unit(s): 128AHC in 69 

Vickery, Donald "Don" "Vick" 
Sautee Nacoochee, Georgia, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 66-10 66-8 
Vietnam Unit(s): A/22.7AHB1 CAV in 66-
67; D/315 CAV 5 INF in 67; TM 4 DET 7 
USAF ADV in 69-70 

Vytema, Charles M. 'Tuna' 
Milan, New York, US Air Force 
Flight Class (s): 71-24AF 71-22 
Vietnam Unit(s): 20SOS14 ACW in 70; 
40 ARRS in 72-75; 21 SOS 14 ACW in 75 

Watson, Cyril J. 
Chicago, Illinois, US Anny 
Flight Class (s): 68-14 68-22 
Vietnam Unit(s): HHC 1 BOE 5 INF DIV in 
68-69 

UPCOMING REUNIONS 
VETERANS OF AIR LOGISTICS 

31July-4 August VHPA reunion in New Orleans, LA 

POC: Kenny Bunn: or go to: VHPA.org 

NATIONAL REUNION OF THE 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS SOCIETY 

19-23 August, Seattle Marriott McPort Hotel, SeaTac, WA 

POC: Reunion BRAT-r go to: www.dfcsociety.net 

B TROOP 7 /17TH CAV & ALL RUTHLESS RIDERS 

3-7 September, San Antonio TX 

POC(s) - Buddy Ha 

or 

www.b. 717 .homestead.com 

VINH LONG OUTLAWS ASSOCIATION 

62d Avn Co; Co A, 502d Avn Bn; 175 AHC 

and all attached units. 

September 6 -10, 2012, Savannah, GA. 

POC: Bob Koonce, 

FLORIDA CHAPTER OF THE VHPA 

20th Annual Reunion - September 20-23, 2012 

The Plantation Inn in Crystal River, Florida 

Chapter members: Download Registration Form at www.vhpaf.org 

Information: Contact Ga Harrell, 

(or) E-Mail: 

132ND "HERCULES" AND THE 178TH "BOXCARS" 

D TROOP, 1/1 CAVALRY 

March 7 thru March 9 

POC - Keith Aakre, E-Mail: 

Want to see your Reunion publicized here? 
Send details to: Aviator@VHPA.org 
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Captain Jennifer Anderson takes command 
Captain Jennife r Anderson takes command of 

Bravo Co., 4th Aviation Battalion, 3rd Infantry D ivi­
sion at Hunter AAF, Fort Stewart, Georgia. J en­
nifer's new callsign is Blackheart 6. J enn ife r's twin 
sister, Amanda Mathews recently completed her 3rd 
Blackhawk combat deployment. 

These photos are sent to us by Member Richard 
Fo rtenberry. Dick fl ew under the Cobra callsign 
with the gun platoon of the 114th Aviation Compa­
ny out of Vinh Long, Vietnam. H e later flew with 
the 82nd Airborne Division Aviation Battalion at 
Fort Bragg, N orth Carolina. 

Richard is quite an accomplished sport parachute 
enthusias t; he was one of the 19 original men who 

(from I tor) Linda Fortenberry, daughter Amanda Mathews, Cpt. Jennifer Anderson, CW2 Ben Anderson, fo rmed the Golden Knights back in 1960 and he 
DickFortenberry went on to win the World 

Championship in sport para­
chuting in 1962 for which he 
was fea tured on the front of 
Sports Illus t rated magazine. 
After leaving the service Dick 
spent 25 years as a corporate 
pilo t re ti ring in 1998 . H e 
an d hi s w ife n ow li ve in 
Pigeo n Forge, Te nn essee. 
Bes ides bein g com missio n 
officers, Army Aviators and 
h eli copt er p il ots, bo th of 
their daughters are also sky 
divers. 

Dick Fortenberry poses with his daughter Jen- Captain Jennifer Anderson receives the Company Guidon 
nifer after the Change of Command 

Editor's Note: I'll bet it has been a long time since anyone has seen an 
'Tm a VHP A Kid" button. I believe the one here was gi-ven to my kids 
when we all attended the Reunion in Santa Clara, California back in 
1996. We had a lot of members bring their children to the Reunions back 
in those days, Linda and I did it so often that our kids made many friends 
they looked forward to seeing every year, sort of like their Dad's did. I'll 
never forget returning from an ABM one year and being met at the door 
by both of them asking "where are we going next year for vacation?'; some­
thing back then that was only disclosed one year at time, and only at the 
ABM. Now I see those same kids again joining their parents at a 
Reunion, but this time they bring along their own families so their kids 
can spend some time with their grandparents, and that's a great thing 
about the VHP A. 

But kids grow up and move on, I seriously doubt that many of us any 
longer have children that qualijj as "kids'; in fact the 'Tm a VHP A Kid 

button" was probably a little obsolescent when it came out. But I love 
that button and keep it on my desk because it brings me back to some great 
family vacations. 

And like many of you, I'm really proud of what my children have done 
on their own. I must receive 6-8 submissions a year asking that I run a 
story about a member's kid and what they have accomplished. And I am 
really torn on whether to print them in the Aviator or not, for after all 
this newsletter is about us, the men who flew helicopters during the Viet­
nam War. 

On the other hand I love the stories you send me concerning what your 
kids have accomplished on their own so I thought I would start this recur­
ring page that highlights our "VHPA Kids''. I'll keep it to a full page at 
the most so if you send me something, don't be disappointed if it doesn't 
immediately appear. Like a lot of the stories I have sent me, they often 
have to wait an issue of two before I can fit them into the magazine. 
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Eat your hearts out all my fellow Spurs and indeed, all those otherold Cobra pilots out there. 
I wanted to share this short story about being able to be on the ground floor of a 5-year restora­
tion project of an AH-I G Cobra! 

Rick Clemens, HMFIC of the "Cactus Airforce': in Carson City Nevada, who, besides being 
an avid aviation warbird collector and aviator, thankfully hasn't quit his day job as President of 1 
Specline Manufucturing (someone has to pay the bills, I damn sure can't!). Well somehow Rick j 
found the time to scour the internet for another interesting aircraft projects and initially, like 
most fixed wing pilots, he started thinking about obtaining another "starch-wing" airplane. ~ 
But unlike most military aircraft collectors, Rick was fuscinated with 
the Vietnam Era efforts of Army Aviation andhe reallywanted 
to pick up a helicopter to add to his stable of amazing 
air machines. And, he finally decided to pick the 
right Vietnam Warbird, the AH-I Cobra. 

The best history of the aircraft (70-
I5945) that we can reconstruct so fur 
is that she was initially stationed at 
Ft. Campbell in the 1980's and 
eventually was last made a part 
of the Cobra inventory for the 
TexasArmy National Guard 
down in Austin. She was 
initially produced as a "G" 
model but was quickly 
moved through the "Q'.' and 
"S" conversion mod's and 
wasfinallyendedupasan "F" 
model. Gary Roush, the King 
of all the data in the VHPA's 
database told us our Cobra was 
neverassignedtoa Vietnamunitand 
although thatwas disappointing, I took 
heartinknowingthatwewereonedayget­
ting her back in the air. After decommission­
ing, the Cobra ended up in Florida with an 
enthusiast who couldn't do much with her and he finally 
sold her to Rick. 

I'veknownofRick'spassionfuraircrafi:forsometimeandwhen Cobra 095 resplendent in the ci 
he found out that I was in the area, he called to askwhat I thought get the AH-1 Cobra, the ''.Arctic 
aboutjoiningtheirrestoration project as their Pilot. Obviously I Company, Ft. Ri< 

was ecstatic about the prospect and told him that I would immediately come down to his hangar 
1 

inCarsonCity(CXP)andtakealook. Butwhenlfustsaw70-15945,althoughlrecognizedthe 
1 

basic Cobra airframe, I honestly doubted she would ever fly again. 
She was in really rough shape and was missing a lot of very essential things when I saw her that . 

day- like an engine, the transmission and the main rotor blades plus about a million other parts 
and pieces. But Rick is a very tenacious guy and armed with a crew of aircraft mechanics under 
the direction ofour FAA certified Aircraft Inspector, Tim Brune, they have sunk their heartS into 
thisprojectsandhaveonceagainaddedtotheirterrifictrackrecordofturningoneman'sjunkinto 
an awesomely beautiful object of flying art! Rick, through his amazing and unwavering late­
night internet capabilities, found major components and spare parts from all over the world. 
The transmission came from the Netherlands and a sundryofother locations, people and man­
ufucturers supplied the rest of the missing components. Slowly the parts came together and after 
over five years ofhard work, we were finally getting ready to fly. I initially thought that the color 
scheme that Rick picked was somewhat strange to my "OD" green background until I learned 
that it is historically accurate to the first "G" models delivered to an Alaskan Cobra unit and is 

almost never seen in today's remaining Cobra fleet. 



I am veryforttmate to have continued flying after Vietnam andmytourwithA Troop, 3/ 17th 
Cav. I now have over 15,000 hours in military fixed-wing, military helicopter and civilian com­
mercial aircraft. I ended up with 40 years ofcombinedActive and National Guard service and I 
"retired" in 2009 as a CW5. The last time I flew a Cobra was in 2006 for the movies "Courage 

r Under Fire" and Con-Air (my obligatory Andy Warhol's "15 minutes of fume"). But when I 
strapped into Rick's Cobra to run it up for its first instrument checks, I was transformed- my60 

j year old body, with its 19 year old mind was right back in Quan Loi! It is truly an amazing fed-
1 ingandexperience. 

The initial engine start was flawless, no leaks or seeps, the system checks 
were nominal and we quickly followed up with the initial hover 

and hover test flight. Working closely with the FAA 
FSDOinRenoweweregrantedcertificationas"Ex­

perimental/Exhibition'' aircraft allowing us to 
start the required series of re-certification 

test flights. Once finished, we proudly 
took 459 to lastyear's Reno Air Races 

and displayed her in their extensive 

)!ors of the first Alaska unit to 
Knights" of the !20th Aviation 
:hardson, Alaska 

"Heritage Classic Warbirds" sec­
tion where we had the pleasure 
of introducing her to the 
250,000 spectators in atten­
dance. 

That was a day of another 
special significance because my 
front seat was occupied by my 

longtime, great friend and for­
mer Cobra classmate from Class 

70-18, C Troop 3/ 17th Cav's 
"Charlie Horse 34" and fellow 

VHPA member Russ Whipple. Russ 
and I have flown commercially over the 

years, from mineral exploration to nma boats 
but it was the first time together in a Cobra since 

we were stationed withA Troop I/9th Cavat Ft. Hood 
in 1971. Whatahootforbothofus! 

With Cactus Aviation, I am looking forward to having the 
Cobra in attendance at several air shows this summer and the 
aircraft will be featured in the #42 edition, May/June 2012 
publication ofWarbird Digest Magazine. A full story of the 

~ restoration project and some really nice photography will be published so make sure you 
I pick up a copy as soon as they are available. 

My good buddy and VHPA member John Stoley looked back through his flight records 
and found that he had once flown 945 with the TXARNG; a small communiry in a small 
world! If any of you out there have ever encountered 70-15945 in your career and can us help 
"fill in the blanks'; I would appreciate hearing from you. And finally, thanks for allowing me 
to share this great experience with you, my brothers in arms! I certainly owe all of you for 
being an essential part of my world and will be thinking about all of you, and all of my fellow 
Spurs while I'm out "yanking and banking" for all of us! 

Best Regards, 



(Much to the Editor's consternation ... ) 

The Question of whether Mother Goose was a B or a C model continues .... 
As a former member of the 19 lst Assault Helicopter Company who had the 

privilege of flying Bell Helicopter 66-15107 a UH-1 C Model Huey Gunship 
named Mother Goose in combat.. .I was particularly interested in the article 

writren by Bill Zierdt entitled "MOTHER GOOSE: A HIM OR A HER?" 

that was published in the May/June 2012 Issue of the VHP A A VIA TOR 

It is my understanding that the position taken by Mr. Zierdt is essentially 

that because Mother Goose had a stabilizer bar, she could not have been a true 

C Model Huey Gunship, and therefore the Goose must have been, as Mr. 

Zierdt put ir, "one of the anomalies politely referred to in the historical litera­

ture as a compound B/C model". 

During my first tour in Vietnam, I was assigned to the 17 4th Assault Heli­

copter Company, which as I recall was equipped with "Bravo 540's" (i.e. B 

Model Huey Gunships that had the 540 rotor system). Now to tell you the 

truth .... the time that I served in Vietnam was so long ago, that I was, and am, 

having a great deal of trouble trying to remember what the differences between 

the Bravo 540's and Charley Model Huey Gunships were ... so to refresh my 

recollection about "stuff' like stabilizer bars ..... I initially looked at the attached 

pictures of Mother Goose and the other two 19lst AHC C Model Huey 

Gunships that we know are currently on display right here in the good old 

USA. .... and I've got to tell you ..... to my untrained eyes, it sure looks like all 

three of the 191 st AH C's surviving C Model Huey Gunships are packing sta­

bilizer bars .... but please take a look at the atrached photos and judge for your­

sel£ 

At that point, I realized it was going to take someone with a whole heck of a 

lot better background in Maintenance than what I have, to figure out whether 

or not Mr. Zierdt' s position was well taken ..... so I circulated Mr. Zierdt' s arti­

cle to more than 40 people who I am in contact with, who were either former 

members of the 19lst AHC, or current members of the VFW Post in Litr!e 

Rock where Mother Goose is now on display ..... and from the feedback I 

received from tl1at group, it appears that the consensus is that Mr. Zierdt' s 

position regarding the existence of a stabilizer bar on Mother Goose was not 

well founded. Specifically, what the members of that group told me was that 

the Bell AH-lG Cobra was the first, and perhaps the only, helicopter pro­

duced by Bell that saw service in Vietnam which did not have a stabilizer 

bar ..... and in support of their position on this subject, these gentlemen provid­

ed me with the atrached pictures ofa Bell 0 H-13 and a schematic drawing of 

the roror system for a C or M Model Huey .... which I've once again got ro tell 

you ..... to my untrained eyes it sure looks like stabilizer bars are also present in 

those photos .... but once again please take a look at the atrached photos and 

judge for yourself 

Finally, I was told iliat the reason I was having so much difficulty trying to 

remember what the differences were between the Bravo 540's and Charley 

Model Gunships was that after all of the changes were made to the UH- lB' s, 

about the only sure fire way that you could tell them apart by just looking at 

them, was to see which side of the aircraft the "foe! filler" was on .... .i.e. if the 

foe! filler was on the right side, it's a Bravo 540, whereas if the foe! filler was on 

the left side, it's a Charley Model. 

Asswning that the location of the foe! filler is in fact the acid test for distin­

guishing between Bravo 540's and Charley Model Huey Gunships .. .. then 

Mother Goose was indeed a UH-lC Model Huey Gunship .... and if you 

would like to see a picture of the Goose's left side that clearly shows the loca­

tion of her foe! filler ..... just let me know, and I will be pleased to forward a copy 

of that picture to you. 

In conclusion, let me take this opportunity to say that I an1 100% on board 

with Mr. Zierdt's point that "the purpose here is not to start an argun1enr, but 

to begin a discussion for my own as well as other's historical education" ..... as 

l!ID£X 
NUMBER 

,, 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

PICURE TITLE 
PICURE 
NUMBER 

SECTION ASSEMBLY , HE LI COPTER FORWARD 6 
SECTION ASSEMBLY, HE LICOPTER AFr 8 
LAN DING GEAR ASSEMBLY, SKIO 103 
POWER PLANT INSTALLAnON 106 
TRANSMISSI ON AND MAST ASSEMllLY 131 
DRIVE SH/\Fr INSTALLATION, ENGlh'E TO TRANSMISSION 155 
PYLON INSTALLATIO.'I, LOWER SECTION 161 
SHAFr INSTALLATI0.'1, TAIL ROrOR DRI VE 179 
HUB A.'ID BLA DE ASSEMBLY , TAIL ROTOR 188 
ELEVATOR lNSTALLATIOll , SYNCURONIZED 369 

I 

Picture Of A Bell OH-13 

quite frankly at this stage in my life .. .. I really don't care if Mother Goose was a 

Bravo 540, a Charley Model, "A Him or a Her", or some other kind of 

"anomaly" ..... because for me it is enough to know that Mother Goose was a 

truly magnificent lady who served us well by carrying so many of us into com­

bat, and returning us home safe and sound, despite all the trouble and batr!e 

damage that we caused her to suffer. 

E-Mail: 

Thanks, 

Ed McKee 

Editor's Note: I knew before I ever printed Mr. Zierdt's article in this 
last issue that his story would lead to nothing but this, but I did it any­

way as I like to hear from all of our Readers. But with these two addi­

tional takes on the Mother Goose story, as Forest Gump once said "That 

is all we are going to say about that!!" It won 't happen again. 

David Adams 
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To the Members of the VHPA -
Bill]anes here, 
Web master for the 191 st AHC 

With respect to Mr. Zierdt's self proclaimed dilemma con­
cerning the labeling of Mother Goose - I sent the following , 
message to Bell Helicopter. 

I am an Army Viemam Helicopter pilot and during my first 
tour I flew UH-ID and UH-IC helicopters. Now, the official 
magazine of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association 
(VHPA) has published a story saying that the UH-1 C did not ~~--­
have a stabilizer bar. The story repons as well that any UH- Ii :::;:._~-=:::=.:r:r-=--·-·~­
IB that was fitted with a 540 rotor with a stabilizer bar was Ken Carlton With 19lst Huey Gunship Now On 

Display At Fort Stewatt 
some sort ofhybrid invented at ARADMAC. 

I don't think so. The UH-IC did originate from the UH-IB, but it got the 540 rotor system, and the cam­
bered vertical fin, was Engineered at Bell as a weapons platfom1, and with a stabilizer bar. Please confinn. 

And ... The fine folks at Bell were kind enough to respond as follows: 

Bill, 

Thanks, 
Bill 

you are absolutely correct. All of the 540 equipped UH-ls (UH-IC, UH-IE, HH-lK, UH-lL, TH-IL, 
and UH-IM) had the stabilizer bar. I would suspect the writer was confusing the 540 rotor system used on the 
AH-1 G. It had a SCAS system in place of the stabilizer bar. 

For clarification. The UH-IB equipped with the 540 rotor was a Bell development, originally called the 
UH-IB (540) by the Army. Later the designation was manged to UH-IC possibly late 1966/early I967 
(based on available MW Os). I have not uncovered any Army d0Cun1entation that points directly to the desig­
nation mange but all of our engineering refers to them as UH-I Cs. I am not certain but I suspect that any 
ARADMAC effort was to bring the original UH- IB (540) aircraft up to the foll production UH-IC config­
uration ( 66-491 and sub) as there were a number of mod' s required As best as I can tell, it looks like the first 
248 UH-lCswereactually UH-IB (540)'s. 

Jim Sprinkle 
Product Support Engineer 

Military Technical Support 
Medium Legacy and Surplus Helicopters 

Bell Helicopter TEXTRON 

Mother Goose at the Pulaski Technical College 

llntrtpia Sea, Alt & Spice IJUstUm- Nffll' I ttrtlAUgu3' 2005 YOOl'·USA 

Last Known Assignment of Huey 66-15076 

There are three types of Military Aviators in this country 
.... courtesy of VHP A Member Dale McKnight 

Naval Aviators - On a carrier, the Naval Aviator looks over at the Catapult 

Officer ("Shooter") who gives the run up engines signal by rotating his finger 

above his head. The pilot pushes the throttle forward, verifies all Bight con­

trols are operational, mecks all gauges, and gives the Cat officer a brisk salute, 

continuing the Navy /Marine tradition of asking permission to leave the ship. 

The Cat officer drops to one knee while swooping his arm forward and 

poinring down deck, granting that permission. The pilot is in1mediately cata­

pulted and becomes airborne. 

Air Force Pilots - We've all seen Air Force pilots at an air force base look up 

just before taxiing for takeoff and the ground crew holds him until the pilot's 

thwnb is sticking straight up. The crew chief then confirms that he sees the 

thumb, salutes, and the Air Force pilot then take5 off. 

This time-tested tradition is the last link in the Air Force safety net, to con­

firm that the pilot does not have his thtm1b up his ass. 

Army and Marine Corps Aviators - If you've ever seen an Army helicopter 

pilot preparing for takeoff, you will note that the pilot gives the ground guy a 

thumb's up before he is given hover and takeoff signals. There are two theo­

ries about the origin of this gesrure. One is that it is to show that the pilot has 

identified whim of his fingers is the thumb so that he will be able to properly 

operate his controls. 

But the most compelling theory says that this is to show the ground crew­

man that the pilot does indeed know whim direction is up. 
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CURRENT VHPA CHAPTERS 
ALASKA CHAPTER 
Victor Micol, President 

ARIZONA CHAPTER 

CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NORTH 
• I t . I 

CENTRAL NEW YORK CHAPTER 
Torn Mc Millen Pr · 

FORT RUCKER CHAPTER 
Roscoe V. Souders, President 

FORT WOLTERS CHAPTER 

GEORGIA CHAPTER 
Bill Mc Rae, President 

LOUISIANA GULF COAST CHAPTER . ' . .. , 

MICHIGAN CHAPTER 

MINNESOTA CHAPTER 
1 

• '..:" t I . I I 

MONTANA CHAPTER ... : . . . . . .. 

NORTH ALABAMA CHAPTER 
JI \~1 - . t I 

NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER 
..,t. • U . t I 

NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER 
. .. . : ~~ .... 

OHIO RIVER LZ CHAPTER 

SOUTH DAKOTA CHAPTER 
11 Cl · 

SOUTH MISSOURI CHAPTER 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER 
I . It I . I I 

THE ALAMO CHAPTER 
San Antonio, Texas 

• • I • ' . • . I 

SOUTH CAROLINA CHAPTER 
(Celebrate Freedom) Chapter 
Lar Russell P · 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER 
. \..: . . ' . . ' 

VHPA OF FLORIDA 
Tom Tomlinson 

OLD DOMINION CHAPTER 

WASHINGTON STATE CHAPTER 

Want to start a Chapter 
of the VHP A in your area? 

Contact Jack Salm for full details 
and lots of hel 

(or) 
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VHPA CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
ARIZONA CHAPTER 

The next meeting of the Ariwna Chapter will not be until sometime in October (ten­
tatively Oct. 6).~ an election of new officers. For information call me 
Bill Sorenson at~ 

Bill Sorenson, President 

SOUTH MISSOURI CHAPTER 
Our Second Quarterly meetingwas held at Cravin' Pizza, Springfield, MO. Thanks to 

Jim Ashford for hosting the meeting, Jim is retired Navy and has been very kind with 
allowing the Chapter Council to have our meetings at his restauranL Cravin' is the 
birthplace of the South Missouri Chapter, and Jim has always been interested in our 
mission, our progress, and our growth. As a sign of appreciation, if you are in Spring­
field, go by Cravin' Pizza, say Hi to Jim, let him know how much you appreciate what 
he has done for our chapter, and have some exceptionally good food! 
The Third Quarterly meetingwill be in the Warrensburg, MO. area 25August2012. 

Time and place will be announced at a later date. Mark the date on your calendar and 
look for the updates on our website, vhpasmo.org, 

Several of the Chapter members have assisted with Honor Flights throughout the 
state, as guardians and to welcome home to the veterans afi:er their tour of memorials in 
Washington, DC. This is truly a heartwarming experience. If these flights are offered in 
your area, you will feel good by looking into the opportunities that are presented 

On 31 March, in conjunction with the first national Welcome Home Viemam Veter­
ans Day, a ceremony to recognize the soldiers who served in Viemam, the City ofMan­
chester, MO, hosted its first 'Welcome Home Viemam Veterans Day". The ceremony 
joined the community together to honor the heroes with a long overdue Welcome 
Home! 

Russ Emory, President 

THE ALAMO CHAPTER 
Our nea: quarterly meetingwill be a business meeting, on Friday, 13 July. All mem­

bers and their spouses or girlfriends are invited and encouraged to attend Lunch will be 
served at the meeting, in or near our president's home at the Del Webb Resort, off 

.. .• Alamo Ranch Parkway. Members, please watch your E-mail traffic for details as the 
time nears. 

We tentatively plan an overnight rrip to the site of the National Viemam War Muse­
wn, near Ft. Wolters, in September or October. Details will be discussed at the July 
business meeting, 

Bob Dillon, President 

FORT WOLTERS CHAPTER 
The Chapter meeting in June was held at the National Viemam War Musewn site in 

Mineral Wells, Texas. The names of recent Viemam veterans whose deaths were deter­
mined to be war related were added to the permanent Wall at the site. This has become 
an annual event and is well attended The quarterly business meeting and lunch fol­
lowed the presentation. 

With the VHP A National Headquarters now located in the D FW area the Chapter 
plans on becoming involved in volunteering at the office. We feel this will help in 
recruiting new members for our Chapter and assist the Association in updating records 
while saving money. Training will be provided for all those who wish to help. 

Our next meeting is September 8 at Logan's Road House in North Richland Hills. 
The meeting starts at l 130AM with lunch to follow at 1200PM. Our guest speaker will 
be Teresa Baker, Operations Administrator, from the new VA North Texas Health 
Care Center in Ft Worth. She will update us on all the new policies and answer our 
questions related to benefits and health concerns. 

Mike Sheuerman, President 

WASHINGTON ST A TE CHAPTER 
This sp1ing and swnmer has already been busy for our Chapter, starting in May with 

the Dedication of the UH-1 at the Musewn of Flight on Boeing Field with MG Pat 
Brady (Ret) doing the honors. Please take tin1e to read the excellent article about those 
ceremonies by our chapter member John Penny elsewhere in this issue. 

We also will have had our early sun11Tier meeting on Father's Day Saturday, June 16th, 
at the Olympic Air Show, Olympia Airpott After that our next event will be the Amer­
ican Heroes Air Show, again at the Museun1 ofFlighr, where we will man a display and 
reach out to talk with all groups. If you're interested in h~in out, lease contact Steve 
Vermillion, the Chapter's Junior Member at Large, at and 
let him know what you would like to do. We will also ave our · er mounted Huey 

there, thanks to a loan from the Olympic Air Musewn. The final activity I'll talk about 
is actually an effort to raise enough money to paint our beloved Huey. A nwnber of our 
members made mention that the paint on our bird was getting a lirrle rough and in need 
of some care. The lead guy in that effort is John Crossman and he's asking that each of 
our members donate $20 or $25 to this repainting~ur donations 
(tax deductable) to our Secrerary,John Schafer CP ~ Searrle, WA 
98102-3398. The plan is to have the repaint finished in time for the Veteran's Day 
parade in Auburn on 10 November 2012. See you in New Orleans. 

Mark H ansen2012 President 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER 
The So Cal chapter will have a recruitment and information booth at the American 

Heroes Air Show at Hansen Dam Sports Complex in the San Fernando Valley on Sat 
June 30th. The Air Show and static displays celebrates the dynamic role of helicopters in 
the military, law enforcement, fire service, homeland security and national defense. 

Sven Akesson, President 

SOUTH CAROLINA CELEBRATE FREEDOM CHAPTER 
The festival and air show at Shaw AFB are behind us (huge success by the way) and 

you'd think we'd take a time out and cool our jets, bur no, we saddled up 520, our ARA 
Bird and took it to Florence, SC for a visit with two High Schools. Over two days and 
two schools we had almost 700 srudents visit our display, listen to our spiel and would 
you believe 6 even sig,ned up to join the Army!! HOOAH! The local recruiters were 
ecstatic because they've never had that kind of response from any event before (eat your 
heart Out NASCAR). 

Next week we take 520 to Indian Trail, NC to suppott VFW Post 2423. They are 
hosting the Moving Wall for a week and 520 will be set up for static display. Maggie, 
ourfl er,willdoafl overduringtheopeningceremonies. AnotherHOOAH! Thanks 
to roy Comer. 

Next mon , apter members will participate in a week long "Aviation Sun1111er 
Camp" thanks to a grant by our State Aeronautics Commission. We'll have 50 sru­
dents from High Schools all across the State participating. The first thing each one of 
them will do will actually fly a legofa cross country flight, not in a simulator or even with 
a model airplane, but in a new Cessna 172 provided by our FBO, Eagle Aviation of 
Colwnbia, SC. 

Larry Russell, President 

NORTH ALABAMA CHAPTER 
The North Alabama Chapter is still progressing in the re5toration of the Mike Model 
Huey. We are getting to the point where painting might begin. There is still consider­
able sheet metal work to be done bur this is also coming along. Several members are 
instrun1ental in keeping this project on schedule. Bernie Parr is responsible for provid­
ing the place for work and the storage of the aircraft and parts. He is the Chairman of 
this projecL Another member is the "driving force" that keeps this project going. This is 
Les Haas. He has given many hours of his time in this endeavor and he has worked on 
many non-schedule work days. He is also responsible in obtaining valuable parts need­
ed It is specifically noted that he was able to procure external gun mounts along with 
Rocket Pods. The mission is to participate in the Veterans Day Parade this year with 
the project completed 
We would like to welcome new members, Bill Binkley, Ed Gruetzemacher, Louis Kro­

nenberger and Jim Burch. We now have 39 members. 
Jim White/President 

NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER 
On May 4-6, the NC VHP A took 4 ofour helicopters to an air show at Cherry Point 

Marine Corps Air Station in Haval~ North Carolina. This is probably one of the 
largest air shows in the southeast with attendance typically in the 150,000 spectator 
range. Our Huey was placed in a 5-star spot at the entrance with a B 52 parked about 
100 yards away. 

After talking with the B 52 crew, whicl1 included convincing them the Huey and the 
B 52 were distant cousins, they let us tour the inside of the B 52. We were allowed to 
visit the cockpit and the weapons control area but not the navigation area. Then, they 
visited our display. 

Thanks to you and your colleagues for sharing your time with our group ofViet Nam 
helicopter pilots. Thanks for your service to our nation; we are very proud of all of you! 
Brock Nicholson,Bluestar26, VietNam '69-'70 

Samuel B. Mc Lamb, Jr., President 
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VHPA CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
MINNESOTA CHAPTER 

Please be advised that the Minnesota Chapter will hold a meeting on 8 or 9 June a Fri­
day or Saturday at 6 PM in Mai Village. They have great food and service and the 
drinks are outstanding. Mai Village is located in St. Paul, on University Ave, not fu 
&om the Capitol You will £eel like you are back "in-coun~e 

~for any changes in the scheduling. - or 

Ray W ilson, President 

MICHIGAN CHAPTER 
We had out charter VHP A Michigan Chapter meeting on 12 May 2012, at the 

AASF (Army Aviation Support Facility) in Grand Ledge MI. The rumour was light 
but hopefully a lot of the almost 30 men I have been provided names of will be at out 
next meeting. 

(Which will be) on 15 September at the same place and the same time. The guard at 
Abrams Airfldd will allow access to the armory starting at 17:30, and ~ut 

I - . I I it.. : .. I .•. conducted of anger. Con= me at--or 
through e-mail fur full details and to reserve your spot 

Charlie Martin, President 

North Carolina Chapter 

Brock Nicholson of the North Carolina Chapter sent us this photo from 
their recent display at the Air Show held at the Cherry Point Marine Corps 
Air Station. Their Chapter's Huey was displayed about 100 yards from an 
Air Force B-52 which led plenty of time for both groups of displayers to 
visit both of the aircraft. Brock took this photo while they were all gathered 
bedside their Chapter's Huey. Blue Stars Brock Nicholson and Bob Inglis 
are on each end of the lineup and the Blue Star on the nose of the Huey 
makes the picture look even better. 

South Carolina Chapter 

Larry Russell , President of the South Carolina Celebrate Freedom Chap­
ter greets the High School students in Florence, South Carolina during 
one of their recent static displays. During the two-day event over 700 
students from the city's two high schools visited their display 

North Alabama Chapter 
The North Alabama Chapter is still progressing in the 

restoration of the Mike Model Huey. We are getting to the point 
where painting might begin. There is still considerable sheet 
metal work to be done but this is also coming along. Several mem-
bers are instrumental in keeping this project on schedule. Bernie Parr is respon­
sible for providing the place for work and the storage of the aircraft and parts. 
He is the Chairman of this project. Another member is the "driving force" that 
keeps this project going. This is Les Haas. He has given many hours of his time 
in this endeavor. He has worked on many non-schedule work days. He Is also 
responsible in obtaining valuable parts needed. It is specifically noted that he 
was able to procure external gun mounts along with Rocket Pods. The mission 
is to participate in the Veterans Day Parade this year with the project completed. 

We would like to welcome new members, Bill Binkley, Ed Gruetzemacher, 
Louis Kronenberger and Jim Burch. We now have 39 members. 

It' s " Work Day" at 
the hanger of the 

North Alabama 
Chapter of the 

VHPA. ·Shown are 
Bernie Parr, chief 

Whip Cracker, Les 
Haas and Don Bison 

Jim White 

along with their newest love, an old Mike Model Huey undergoing 
restoration and preparation for painting. 

Soldier Missing.from Vietnam War Identified 
T he Department of Defense POW / M issing Personnel Office has 

announced that the remains of a serviceman, missing in action from 
the Vietnam War, have been identified and was returned to his fami­
ly for burial. 

On March 16, 1969, US Army Capt. C harles R. Barnes of Philadel­
ph ia, Pa., and four other service members departed Qui N hon Air­
field bound for Da Nang and Phu Bai, in a U-21A Ute aircraft. As 
they approached Da Nang, they encountered low clouds and poor 
visibility and communications with the aircraft were lost. Immediate 
search efforts were limited due to hazardous weather conditions, and 
all five men were eventually listed as missing in action. In 1999, 
another joint U.S.-S.R.V. team interviewed additional Vietnamese 
citizens about the crash and they were led to the crash site. In 2000, a 
joint U .S.-S .R.V. team excavated the ske and recovered h uman 
remains and material evidence. Scientis ts used circumstantial evi­
dence, and forensic identification tools such as mitochondrial DNA 
ID'ed Cpt. Barnes remains. He was buried May 2, in Arlingto n 
National Cemetery. 

The number of Americans returned and identified since the end of 
the Vietnam War in 1975 is now 980; another 63 US personnel, 
recovered post- incident and identified before the end of the war, 
bring the total to 1.043. Of the 1,664 unreturned American veterans 
from the Vietnam War, our POW/MIAs, 90% were lost in Vietnam 
or in areas of Laos and Cambodia under Vietnan1's wartime control: 
Vietnam - 1,284 (VN-471, VS-813); Laos - 318; Cambodia - 57; 
Peoples Republic of C hina territorial waters - 7. Over 450 were 
over-water losses. 

Congress recently passed a law that designates 
September 21st as National POW/MIA Recognition Day 
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The Jesus Nuft•/./...,i[.,· T ( ~ 
One-to-one vertical vibrations 

Not a pleasant sensation. 
At night it caused the crew 

Serious consternation. 



Our wingman quickly moved forward alongside in a closer fonnation. I 

explained the situation and ordered them to keep us covered, making sure they 

were also in commtmications with the Centaur CP. I confumed that if neces­

sary; to be prepared to pick up the four of us if we had to set down in a hostile 

paddy. With the vibration gone, it was a slow, but smooth ride at 60 knots. A 

landing in nowhere was now absolutely inappropriate. Centaur Operations 

confumed the alert status of the backup gun tean1. I asked for the troop aircraft 

maintenance sergeant on the radio. Even at 02:00 in the morning it was like 

SSGT Cooper had been standing in operations waiting for our call. He, the 

crew cl1ief, and I had a brief exmange. I returned the controls to LT Allred, and 

we settled in at a steady 40 knots. 

We concluded that the mopper would not full Out of the sky if we flew slow­

ly. No one had to tell me to fly slowly, but it was consoling to know that every­

one agreed. That 'Jesus nut': believe me, I had this image of that "ultimate hex 

nut" coming off at night in the middle of nowhere. Flying slowly onward we 

were one highly tuned, attentive crew. 

Being a little apprehensive, I requested an initial landing spot well clear of all 

other parked moppers. Ready for the worst, my fue team smoothly, but slowly, 

hovered to the Cu Chi Centaur Corral and the waiting maintenance crew. As 

I clicked off the master switm I gave the crew an aggressive thumbs up and a 

loud, "YES, on the ground again!" I mecked through operations: there was 

MAJ Prosser, the XO, and the next scramble gun team at the ready if we had 

called. LT Alto, the aero rifle platoon leader, and MAJ Squires, the slick pla­

toon lead, were there ready to move to alert status. Backup like that let me 

know I did not need to worry about no one eating. Another interesting night 

flight in Vietnam! 

The following day I cornered SSGT Cooper to exan1ine the bucking B 

model 540 hub. I wanted a piece-by-piece analysis of what had happened. In 

this case, the collective sleeve was loose. How should we have known? I also 

confumed that there were a number of nuts holding all that stuff together. I'm 

still not sure which one is the Jesus nut. 

I should have known! 

In my little UH-lB Pilot's Pocket Information Manual, 

it says all the below may he found to he the cause 

of 1-to-1 vertical vibrations 

Grips rolled incorrectly 

Trim Tabs 

Push pull tubes bent 

Stabilizer bar out tube bent 

Collective sleeve loose 

Collective huh hearing loose 

Rotor blade leading edge loose 

Transmission mounts defective 

Ifl know all this is OK while I fly, I will not fall out of the sky? 

Version #2 WI 4 Poems Copyright March 2012 RobertL Graham 
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Benjamin Jess "Buddy" Epps Jr. Flew in Viemam 
with the 128th AHC in 1965-66 

CW 4 (RNRet) Benjamin Jess ''Buddy," Epps Jr. was 
born June 28, 1937, in Morganville, Georgia, pulled 
pitch fur the last time on April 18, 2012. He is survived 
by his loving wifi:: Audrey; rwo sons, five stepchildren, 
eight grandchildren, five great-grand-children and 
beloved BeBe and Spot. 

Buddy joined the U.S. Army in December 1954 
obtaining the rank of Sergeant befure graduating from 
Flight School in 1961 and becoming a Warrant Offi­
cer. During his distinguished career as an Aviator, 
Buddy earned the Master Aviator Badge and at the 
time of his retirement he was qualified as an lnstruaor 
Pilot in every Army aircraft. Buddy served rwo tours of 
duty in Vietnan1, rwo in Germany, one in Thailand, 
and several posting; in the US including flying Army 
One for two Presidents. Buddy earned the Distin­
guished Flying Cross, the Bronze Star, the Purple 
Heart Meritorious Service Medal, 9 Air Medals, the 
Vietnam Service Medal, the Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, 
and a Presidential Service Badge. 

Low Flight -"Oh, I've slipped the surly bonds of earth 
and hovered out of ground effea on semi-rigid blades; 
Earthward I've auto'ed and met the rising brush of 
non-paved terrain And done a thousand thing; you 
would never care to Skidded and dropped and flared 
Low in the heat soaked roar. Confined there, I've 
chased the earthbound traffic And lost the race to 
insignificant headwinds; Forward and up a little in 
ground effect. I've topped the General's hedge with 
drooping turns Where never Skyhawk or even Phan­
tom Flew. Shaking and pulling collective, I've lumbered 
The low untresspassed halls of victor airways, Put out 
my hand and touched a tree." 

Charles Andrew Weseman Graduated flight 
school with Flight Class 67-03 

Major Charles Andrew W eseman, US Army (Ret.), 
72, passed away, Sunday, April 8, 2012. He was born in 
Roseburg, Oregon and was a veteran of the USMC 
and US Navy befure retiring from the US Army. 

Major Weseman flew a helicopter gun ship in Viet­
nam with Capt. Bill Cilenchino. Charles is survived by 
his wife, Munthana, and rwo brothers. 

'Charles' Ray Dunn Graduated 
flight school with the US Air 

Force, flew in Vietnam with the ·~--~. 
Jolly Green Giants 

'Charles' Ray Dunn, Ret. Col. 
USAF, age 74, beloved husband, 
futher, brother, and friend died on Sat­
urday, May 5th, 2012 afrer a heroic battle with cancer. 
Born in Northumberland, England, he graduated from 
granunar school in both England and Scotland with 
honors. He immigrated to the United States as a young 
teen and won a scholarship to Bishop Loughlin Memor­
ial High School where he also graduated with honors. 

After studying engineering at Brooklyn Polytechnic 
Institute, he joined the Air Force, becan1e a jet pilot, 
helicopter pilot, and graduated from Navy Test Pilot 
School. He earned a BA in Electrical Engineering and 
MBA from USC. He served two tours in Vietnam as a 
rescue pilot with the Jolly Green Giants maintaining a 
life-long friendship with his fellow servicemen. He was 

TAPS 
a crew member of the first non-stop flight of a heli­
copter across the Atlantic Ocean. He retired a decorat­
ed soldier from the USAF afrer 28 years. Some notable 
aircrafr flown: UH-l /TH;T-33;HH-443B/F; HH-
53; C-130B;HC-130;DC-130; CH-3; UH-IN, T-29. 
He then worked at Boeing for 15 years as Manager of 
Flight Test Operations and ChiefT est Pilot for the V-
22. Up until his death, he was a certified flight instruc­
tor and proud member of Condair Flying Club, Quiet 
Birdmen, and The Society ofExperin1ental Test Pilots. 

Distinguished awards include: 2 Silver Stars; 2 
Legions of Merit; Distinguished Flying Cross; Merito­
rious Service Medal; Air Medal. 

Survivors include his wi£i::, Ellen Kruczlnicki Dunn, 
t•wo daughters, one son, five grandchildren and two 
brothers. Contributions may be made in memory of 
Charles Ray Dunn to the Lymphoma Research Foun­
dation National Headquarters 115 Broadway, Suite 
130 l New York, NY 10006. 

Dalton G. "Chopper" Willis Graduated flight 
school with Flight Class 69-03, flew in Vietnam 
with the 162nd AHC in 1969-1970) 

Dalton G. "Chopper" Willis met our Lord and Sav­
ior on Monday, May 7, 2012. He was 63 years old, a 
native ofBaton Rouge and a resident ofSui1shine, LA 

Dalton served in the U.S. Army as a helicopter pilot 
in the 1st Aviator Brigade in Vietnam. He worked as 
an insulator with Asbestos Workers Local 53 traveling 
arow1d the United States. With the help of the 12 
Step Program, he enjoyed sobriety for over 14 years. 
He loved to travel, read books, and play chess and 
dominoes. 

Dalton is survived by his wi£i::, Mary; his mother and 
his futher, three daughters, one son, five stepsons, one 
sister, two brothers, a half-brother, eight grandchildren; 
one great-grandson; numerous aunts, tmdes, cousins 
and friends. Please visit the online guest book at 
www.resthavenbatonrouge.com. 

Dana Ed Keeney Graduated flight school with 
Flight Class 69-21, flew in Vietnam with the I/9th 
CAVin 1970undertheSaber lScallsign. 

Dana Ed Keeney, also known as Ed, passed away F1i­
day, April 20, 2012, at his home in Fort Wal ton Beach, 
Fla. Born in Premer, W.Va., on May 23, 1949, Ed 
grew up in his hometown of Carlsbad, N.M. 

He began his career in the U.S. Army as a warrant 
officer. Immediately after flight school Ed was 
deployed to Vietnam as an OH-6 Scout pilot in the 1st 
Cavalry Division. He flew 400 combat missions, was 
shot down three times within a 48-hour period, and 
was severely wow1ded tlle last time he went down. He 
was awarded the following medals for heroism: Distin­
guished Flying Cross with oak leaf duster, Silver Star 
with oak leaf duster, the Bronze Star with V, Air Medal 
with 14 oak leaf dusters, and the Purple Heart. Ed was 
also awarded the Master Aviator Wing;, Meritorious 
Service Medal with oak leaf cluster, and National 
Defense and Army Commendation Medals. He 
retired out of Fort Rucker, Ala., as a Chief Warrant 
Officer Four (CW 4) with 26 years of service. 

Afrer his military retirement, Ed continued his career 
in helicopter aviation, flying for Petrolewn Helicopters 
Inc. (PHI). For over eight years Ed flew oil inspectors 
to the platforms in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Ed was a man of fuith and was a member of Calvary 

- - - ------ -----

Baptist Church. He was a loving husband, futher and 
grandfuther. He also was a member of the Emerald 
Coast Mustang Club and enjoyed his Shelby Mus­
tang;. In his yow1ger years, Ed was a 2nd degree black 
belt and instruaor in Hapkido. He also enjoyed deep 
sea fishing, scuba diving, watching NASCAR races, 
making model cars, helicopters and planes. He will be 
missed dearly. 

Ed is survived by his wire, Chong Keeney; five chil­
dren, five grandchildren, his futher, one sister and many 
dose friends. Ed was interred at the Barrancas Nation­
al Cemetery; donations in his name may be made to 
Calvary Baptist Church and The Emerald Coast Mus­
tang Club. 

Daniel D. Nichols Graduated flight school with 
Flight Class 67-08 

Daniel D. Nid1ols passed away on April 16, 2012 
afrer he lost his matd1 with ALS conunonly known as 
Lou Gellrig's disease. 

Dan was born April 15, 1943 in rural Fayerre Coun­
ty, Alabama; he went on to love and arrended Auburn 
University earning degrees in Aeronautical Adminis­
tration, Civil Engineering and a Masters of Business. 
Dan received an RO.T.C. Conm1ission to the Anny 
in March 1966. He served during tlle Vietnam War 
flying helicopter gunships. During his military active 
duty service, he met and married Sharon Louise Burke 
a registered nw-se from Wichita, Kansas and graduate 
ofWiduta State Univen;ity I Wesley Medical Center 
Sd1ool of Nursing. Dan maintained active reserve sta­
tus in the Army and later in the Air Force until he 
retired in March 1994. 
In June 1977, Dan accepted a Civil Service position as 

a Civil Engineer witl1 tlle U.S. Air Force. He retired 
from the Federal Civil Service in January 2006. In 
2006, Dan and Sharon moved back to Auburn, Alaba­
ma wluch they always called home. Dan enjoyed serv­
ing in the Auburn Rotary Club, fishing, golfing, and 
helping friends. Sharon and Dan are survived by two 
sons and their wives, one granddlild and tlu·ee sisters. 
Please make any contribution to Auburn Rotaiy Club 
Scholarship Fund, Attention: Auburn University 
Endowed Scholarship In Memory of Dan Nichols, 
P.O.Box852Auburn,AL36831 

Edward (Edman) M~nhollen 
Graduated flight school with 
Flight Class 68-3 & 68-7, flew 
in Vietnam with the 48th 
AHC in 1968-1969 under the 
Joker 58 callsign. 

Edward (Edman) Monhollen, 65, 
died peacefu11y at !us home in San Antonio, TX witl1 
his fumily by !us side. Ed was born Sept 19, 1946 in 
Keith, WV and graduated from Woodward High 
School Toledo, Ohio with the Class of 1964. H e 
received his bad1elor's degree from USC and Masters 
from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Uiuversity. 

Ed enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1967 and served his 
country proudly as a gunship pilot in the Republic of 
Vietnam where he survived a helicopter crash and went 
on to accept his appointment as a commissioned offi­
cer in 1970. He retired as a Major in 1987 and went 
on to continue his aviation mishap investigation 
career witl1 Sikorsky Aircrafr and then htrng !us own 
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shingle as a consul tam until 2005. 
Famed for his unmistakable laugh, Ed brought a tear 

ro many an eye on the golf course, in the Pub and in liv­
ing rooms near and far. 
H e is preceded in death by his fu.ther, his fu.ther-in law, 

one brother-in-law and one son-in-law. He is survived 
by his mother, his mother in law, his wife Cynthia Sali­
nas Monhollen, three daughters eight grandchildren, 
two brothers, two sisters and numerous sister-in-laws, 
nieces and nephews. lntermem was held at the Fr. Sam 
Houston National Cemetery. Expressions of sympa­
thy may be made at www.sunsetnwfuneralhome.com 

Eugene L. Osmondson, USMC 
Eugene L. Osmondson, Col USMC, (Ret), Ed D 

was born at the fu.mily furn in Wilkin County, Min­
nesota on September 8, 1932. He died on Saturday, 
May 19, 2012 at Carpemer's Creek, Pensacola, FL. 

An American patriot, he served his coumry as an 
infu.ntry rifleman in Korea in 1951-52, and as a heli­
copter rescue and transportation pilot in Vietnam in 
1967-88. He was awarded the Purple Heart in Viet­
nam and was a 100% disabled American Veteran. 

During his adult life he was involved with many com­
munity organizations, serving as a volumeer and a 
leader. For his dedicated efforts, he received many 
awards attesting ro his leadership and his work with the 
organizations. When asked ro summarize his life's 
work he remarked, "If in this comedy and tragedy of 
life, I have played my part well, applaud me and send 
me on my way. If I have failed in my performance, 
stand away from the stage and let me pass." 

In his immediate fu.mily, he is survived by his wife, 
Betty S. Osmondson; one daughter, two step daugh­
ters, one grandson, his son, Scott Osmondson, is 
deceased. Other family members include his brother 
and sister-in-law, his half sister and numerous cousins, 
nieces and nephews. 

Col Osmondson asked that donations be made ro 
the American Legion Post 78, 6025 Spikes Way, Mil­
ron, FL 32583 or ro a veteran's organization of your 
choice in your commrn1ity. Express your condolences 
in our guestbook at pnj.com/ obits 

George H. (Hank) Echols 
III, graduated flight 
school with Flight Class 
66-23 and 67-01. Flew in 
Vietnam with the l 73rd 
Avn Bn and the l 89th 
AHC (1967-1978), and 
with B Troop, 3/17th 
Cav (1969) 

Hank Echols ( 66) Passed 
away February 17, 2012 at his 
home in St. Cloud, Florida after a 
battle with cancer. Hank is sur­
vived by his wife Angela R Echols 
(A WOC original wife!), one son 
and one sister. Hank's wife Angie is 
a good friend of all of Hank's Classmates and well as 
many of his Vietnan1 combat brothers. We all grieve 
with Angie in her loss of Hank. H e was born in 
Atlanta, and grew up in East Point, Georgia. He grad­
uated from Russell High School and attended Florida 
State University. 

TAPS 
Hawn was a member ofWOC Flight Class 66-23 

at Fort Wolters, Texas and a graduate of Class 67-01 
at Fort Rucker, Alabama. Hank served two rours in 
Vietnam. The first (1967-1968) was with the 
173rdAVNBN and the 189thAHC. On his second 
rour (1969), he served with B Troop, 3rd/17th Cav-
alry. 

Hank held a conunercial Rotary and Fixed Wing 
pilots license as well as a d.ispatchers license. H ank 
flew as Aircraft Commander in lifi: ships, scouts and 
gunships during his tours in Vietnam. During his 
tours he received many combat medals to include 
two DFC's, Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Combat Air 
medal with 40 oak leaf clusters to name just a few. 
He was qualified in all Bell Helicopters as well as the 
Hughes 500 and the OH-6 Cayuse. Hank's favorite 
aircraft was the AH-1 G Cobra and he was the com­
pany Standardization Instructor Pilot for the aircraft 
on his second tour. 

After the Army Hank worked for Delta Air Lines 
and retired as their Director ofFlight Comrol and at 
the time of his death Hank was employed with the 
FAA as an airline safety inspector. In addition to his 
passion for all things aviation oriemed, he was an avid 
clay target shooter. He, Angie and their two terriers 
traveled extensively around the country in their 
motor coach to differem tournaments. 

Hank loved his family, his Delta family his FAA 
family, his skeet family and always his combat broth­
ers both those lost and those who survived. Some 
close to him were Buster, Larry, Pete, Barnes, Din, 
Brown and too many others to list. 

I first met Hank some 46 years ago at Fort Polk dur­
ing basic training. We were both from Georgia, both 
heading to flight school and both showed up for basic 
in 3-piece suits. The everlasting bond between us was 
set for like that day. We shared many experiences 
together and he was truly the brother I never had. 
Hank had so many friends that loved hin1 dearly and 
he left a living legacy that will always be with us as he 
was truly an officer, a gentleman and a man of integri­
ty. This we will always remember. 

Per Hank's wished no services were held. Condo­
lences may be made to www.osceolamemgds.com. 
Words can not truly express the loss of my brother and 
friend Hank Echols. 

Rick Clifford 
1st Cavalry Airmobile 

"D: Company, 227th Aviation Battalion 
RVN-1967-1 968 

George Linden "Tommy" Allen graduated flight 
school with Flight Class 59-07, he flew in Viet­
nam with both the 8th TC (1961-1962 and the 
200thASHC (1967) 

Mr. George Linden "Tommy" Allen, age 80, of 
Smithfield, died Thursday, May 03, 2012. Born 
in Johnston County, Mr. Allen was a US Army 
Veteran. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Rachel 
Lee Allen, one son, one daughter, two brothers, 
two Sisters, a Special Sister-In-Law, five Grand­
children and two Great-Grandchildren. You 
may share your memories and condolences with 
the A!Jen fami ly by visiting 
www.minshewfuneralhome.com 

------

Gordon Spencer Hall graduated flight school 
with Flight Class 65-02, he flew in Vietnam 
with the 12lstAHC in 1965-1966. 

Gordon Spencer Hall, 83, of Memphis, died in his 
home on April 21, 2012. 

Mr. Hall was a "late arrival" veteran of WWII, an 
active veteran of the Korean War and a decorated 
combat veteran of the Vietnam War. He flew heli­
copters in Vietnam and earned 27 air medals; 2 with 
'V' device for Valor, the Army commendation Medal 
and was twice recommended for the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for two sorties involving rescue of person­
nel. H e had 21 years of continuous active duty. Fol­
lowing his military retirement in 1966, 

Mr. Hall, while operating with an artificial right eye, 
had a career of30 years of civilian flying, including agri­
cultural pilot, a flight instructor and as a charter and 
corporate pilot in both airplanes and helicopters. Mr. 
Hall published his book, "Tiger Lead, Your Flight is 
Up" his memoirs of a 52 year aviation history that 
details his tour of combat duty in Vietnam. 

He was preceded in death by his wife of 56 years, Rosalie 
Hayhurst Hall and by his sons, Martin G. Hall and 
Glenn C. Hall He is survived by two daughters, three 
sons, nine grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and a sister 

Herbert T. Kerr Graduated flight school with 
Flight Class 67-23 and flew in Vietnam with the 
176eh Aviation Company in Chu Lai in Sep­
tember 1971-September 1972 under the Min­
uteman 14 callsign. He also flew with the 68th 
Assault Helicopter Company in Pleiku. 

Herbert T. Kerr passed away at his home in Sedalia, 
Missouri the age of 68 on 23 February, 2012 after a 
prolonged fight with cancer. 

H erbert served his country honorably in the US 
Marine Corp and later in the US Army during the 
Vietnam War. He was a helicopter pilot and a member 
of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilot Association and Vet­
erans of Foreign Wars Post 2591. He was stationed at 
Ft. Ord, in California retiring in 1983. He enjoyed 
golfing, fishing, and traveling. 

He is survived by his wife Sandy, one brother, two 
sons, one step-son and one step-daughter and eight 
grandchildren. Memorial contributions may be given 
to VFW Post 2591 in care of Rea Funeral Chapel 

Howard E. Kessinger, Jr. 
Colonel Howard E Kessinger, Jr., (USA, Ret) USMA 

'50 passed away at sunset on April 27, 2012 in Frisco, 
Texas at the age of 82, he died after a short and vigorous 
battle with cancer. Howard was born in San Antonio, 
Texas on May 21, 1929 to Brigadier General Howard 
and Ruth (McFarland) Kessinger. (USA, Retired, 
USMA, Class of 1924) He was a graduate ofUSMA, 
West Point, New York, Class of 1950. The afternoon of 
his graduation, Howard married Joan Ashe Kessinger, 
the love his life. They have been married fur 62 glorious 
and adventuresome years. 

During his military career, H oward served as a field 
attillery man, fixed wing and helicopter pilot, and Direc­
ror of IT. He served in Germany, the Korean conflict, 
two tours of duty in the Vietnam W ar,Japan, and several 
United States locations ro include Director ofT raining at 
the helicopter center at Ft. Wolters, Mineral Wells. 
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His decorations included Legion of Merit (2 OLC), 
Anny Commendation Medal, Air Medal, World War 
II Victory Medal, Army Occupation Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal (1 OLC), Viet Nam Service 
Medal (6 Campaigns), Viet Nam Campaign Medal 
W/60 Device, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, 
Viet Nam Cross of Gallantry W/Palm and Senior 
Army Aviation Badge. 

He retired from the Anny in l'f76 and began a ten year 
career teaching high school science and mathematics in 
Jacksboro, Texas. Howard was awarded Teacher of the 
Year in 1988-89. He also taught the gifted and talented 
course and constructed scenery for the dran1a class pro­
ductions. Many ofhis students have gone on to careers in 
science, medicine, engineering and education. After his 
years in the classroom, Howard was elected and served on 
the Jacksboro School Board (JISD) for 19 years (1991-
2010). He considered his greatest accomplishment the 
fimding and construction of the new and renovated 
Jacksboro elementary, middle and high schools. 

Other than his family, Howard's greatest passion was 
Boy Scouting. Wherever Howard lived, he became an 
active leader and mentor to thousands of boys. He 
began as den dad and grew through cub scouting lead­
ership roles to Webelos leader and then the Scout Mas­
ter for several Boy Scout troops. His last and longest 
Scout Master position was with Troop 194 in Bridge­
port, Texas. Howard and Joan sold part of their ranch 
to establish the Sid Richardson Scout Ranch in 1968. 
In addition to local scout troop participations, Howard 
also held several advisory and leadership positions at the 
Boy Scout district and council level He was awarded 
the Silver Beaver award, Boy Scouting's highest adult 
award in 1978. He had a district camporee named in 
his honor in 2008. In 2010, Howard taught his fuvorite 
hobby, wood carving. at the lOOth anniversary Nation­
al Boy Scout Jamboree in Fort AP Hill, Virginia. 

Howard is survived by his wife, Joan Ashe Kessinger; 
five children, eleven grandchildren, one great grand­
daughter, two sisters other family members and a host 
of friends. Donations in the name of Howard E. 
Kessinger, Jr. can be made to Boy Scout, Troop 194, 
Bridgeport, Texas. 

James Michael Basta, (L TC 
Ret.) Graduated flight school 
with Flight Class 65-5, flew in 
Vietnam with the 54th Sig Bn 
(1965-1966), A/7/17th Cav 
(1967-1968) and the 34th Sup­
port Group (1871-1972) 

James Michael Basta, (L TC 
Ret.), 72, a Tampa resident for 
over 30 years, passed away on 
Tuesday, April 24, 2012. 

James graduated from the 
University of Scranton in 1961 
and entered the Army through 
the ROTC program in which 
he was a distinguished military 
graduate and commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant. He retired as a Lt. Colonel after 24 
years of active military service, which included tours of 
duty in Germany, Taiwan, and three years in Viemam 
during the war where he flew both fixed wing and heli­
copter aircraft. He wa.s awarded numerous medals, 

including the Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Bronze Star, two Purple Hearts, Meritorious 
Service Medal, Air Medal, and Army Commendation 
Medal. James was a member of the Viemam Helicopter 
Pilots Association of Florida (VHPAF). He pulled 
their static display helicopter to events all over the state, 
including numerous veterans' fimctions, parades, and 
schools educating the public and especially children on 
aviation and the Vieman1 War. 

Jim is survived by his wife of 50 years, the former 
Marie Honcharik, his high school sweetheart; and his 
four children and nine grandchildren. Burial was held 
at the Florida National Cemetery. The fumily requests 
donations be made to VHPAF at Veterans Memorial 
Park,3602 US Hwy. 301 N., Tampa, FL33619; or St. 
Timothy Catholic Church Youth Building Fund, 
17512 Lakeshore Rd., Lutz, FL 33558. Words of com­
fort may be expressed at LoylessFuneralHome.com 

Joseph William Cody 
Ret. U.S. Army Major Joseph W. Cody, 70, of 

Charleston, went to be with our Lord on Saturday, 
April 21, 2012. Major Cody enjoyed a distinguished 
military career as an Army aviator and signal officer, 
which included two tours of duty in Viemam. He was 
an honors graduate of Officers Candidate School and 
completed flight training at Ft. Rucker, AL Among his 
many achievements, Major Cody was awarded the Dis­
tinguished Flying Cross. He enjoyed flying fixed wing 
aircraft and helicopters, and tested new equipment and 
trained new pilots. He concluded his militaty service at 
Ft. Bragg. Fayetteville, NC. 

Following his military service, he co-founded Cody 
Realtors, Inc. with his wife and was a Master Mason of 
the Etian Lodge #95 ofMount Pleasant, SC. 

Survivors include his wife, Nan E. Cody of 
Charleston; one son, one daughter and two grand­
children. 
An online guest register is available at: 
www.floydmortuary.com. 

Larrie Phillip Goldsmith Graduated flight 
school with Flight Cla.ss 69-41 & 69-39, he flew 
in Vietnam with the 335th AHC in 1970. 

Larrie was a man of many talents, interests and diverse 
abilities. He was fortunate to put them to use in his life­
time. Larrie, "Butch" to his family, graduated from 
Porterville High School in 1959, leaving behind a pole 
vaulting record and winning many shot put medals. 
After graduation he became a firefighter for the Califor­
nia Division of Forestry but this was not his passion. 
He then enlisted in the army, graduating from Officers 
Candidate School as a pilot and was sent directly to 
Vietnam as a helicopter pilot. Larrie was injured in bat­
tle December 15, 1969 and was badly hurt. After a long 
recovery, Larrie did return to the forestry service with 
an early retirement from the military. He received the 
Purple Heart, Air Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, 
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal and finally, the Army Aviation 
Badge. 

He did not give up his love offlyingand did some crop 
dusting and opened an airplane charter business. His 
other loves were painting and motorcycles. He leaves 
behind many beautiful painting;. In 1986, his passion 
for Goldwing motorcycles drove him to design and 

manufucrure a camper/ trailer for motorcycles. He and 
his wife, Beverly, took many motorcycle trips tl1tough­
out Canada and tl1e U.S as members of a Christian 
motorcycle dub. Larrie also had a passion for bowling. 
winning nwnerous awards and competitions while 
achieving a perfu:t 300 bowling record on several occa­
sions. This led him to own two bowling shops, first in 
Visalia and later in Fresno, CA. His fuiling health 
caused him to slow down and was ill for a very long 
time, succumbing finally to be witl1 the Lord on Febru­
ary 20th of2012, where he is finally at peace. 

Lanie is survived by his loving and devoted wire of 50 
years, Beverly, two daughters and one son, one brotl1er 
and one sister, nine grandchildren eight great grandchil­
dren. Remembrances may be made in his nan1e to 
Grace Community Church in Visalia, CA. Email: 
info@gccvisalia.org. Condolences may be e-mailed to 
info@salseranddillard.com 

Nathan J. "Jack" Lewis Jr. Graduated flight 
school with Flight Class 68-503 & 68-3, he flew 
in Vietnam with the 162nd AHC in 1968-1969 
andthe 120thAHCin 1969. 

Natl1an 'Jack" Lewis, Jr., 64, ofJasper, passed away, 
Monday,Mard119,2012. 

Jack proudly served his country as a Warrant Officer 
helicopter pilot witl1 the l 62nd and 120th AH C in the 
Viemam War. 

During his long career, he worked as a Senior Reactor 
Operator for TV A, and retired from tl1e USNRC in 
2004. He was recently working at the Bellefonte 
Nuclear Power Plant in Hollywood, Alabama. Jack 
was also a member of the Presbyterian Church of 
Beechmont, KY, and Olive Branch Lodge, 297, FF AM 
in Jasper, TN, as well as All1a!nbra Shriner's, Chat­
tanooga, TN. 

Mr. Lewis is survived by his wife, Lana Lewis; his par­
ents, one son, one daughters and one grandson. He will 
be deeply missed by his fumily and friends. 

Norman David Carter Graduated flight school 
in 1981. He flew in Vietnam with the 118th 
Aviation (1963-1964) and A Co, 169th ASHB 
lOlstABN (1967-1968) 

Lt. Colonel Norman David Carter (U.S. Army, Ret.) 
passed away suddenly on Monday,] une 4, 2012. 

David was born in Greensboro on September 16, 
1938 and retired in 1979 as a Lieutenant Colonel after 
24 years of service in the U.S. Army. He served as a 
paratrooper, Green, Beret and helicopter pilot. He 
served two years in combat in Viemam and was award­
ed the Silver Star, Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze 
Star, 57 air medals and the Purple Heart while serving 
there. He and his wife Dawn owned Benchmark 
Financial Services, an insurance and investment firm, 
and they retired from that business in 2010. 

David and Dawn, his devoted wife of 27 years, were 
able to spend many years traveling the United States in 
their motor home. David also traveled many miles on 
his motorcycle and scooter with his great group of 
friends. No one can express the loving kindness and 
support that David showed to his family and friends. 
He was always available to help, to lead or to provide to 
those he loved and to those who loved him. He leaves a 
lasting in1pression to continue his example. 

He is survived by his wife, Dawn, three sons, 
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two daughters, one sister, three grand daughters, 
numerous nieces and nephews. Memorials may be 
made to the charity of the donor's choice. O nline con­
dolences may be offered at www.furbisanddick.com. 

Noel M . H arvey G r aduated flight school with 
Flight Class 68-503 & 68-03, he flew in Vietnam 
with the 162nd AHC in 1969-1969 and with 
the 120th AHC in 1969. 

Maj. Noel M. Harvey, U.S. Army, retired assed away 
on March 19, 2012. He was raised in Maryland until 
age 12, when his family moved to Alaska. He graduated 
from Morgan State University, Maryland, and was 
commissioned into the U.S. Army. He served three 
tours in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot and infanny com­
pany commander. His decorations include four Bronze 
Stars with Valor, a Purple Heart, a Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Air Medal, the Army Commendation 
Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, and the Com­
bat Infannyman Badge. 

After 20 years of service, Noel retired in Anniston. He 
furthered his education by receiving a master's degree in 
education and an education specialist degree in educa­
tion, both from Georgia State University. He was a 
member of Sacred Heart of]esus Catholic Church, the 
Knights of Columbus, the Kiwanis Club, and the Civil 
Air Patrol. 

Harvey is survived by his wife, Florence Jean Arri­
go Harvey, of Anniston; one daughter, one son, 
four grandchildren, one sister, one brother and 
seven nieces and five nephews. The family requests 
memorials be made to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Catholic Church, 16 Morton Road, Anniston, AL 
36205 or to the American Cancer Society, 1100 
Ireland Way, Suite 101, Birmingham, AL 35205. 
Online condolences may be made to the Harvey 
fumily at www.klbrownmemorychapel. Com 

R ich ard (Rick) Frederick Sendelbach , Jr. 
G r aduated flight school with Flight Class 
69-25 & 69-27 

Richard (Rick) Frederick Sendelbach, Jr., died Fri­
day, August 12, 2011 at7:30 P.M. at Columbus Hos­
pice afi:er a valiant battle with cancer. He was sur­
rounded by beloved family and friends as was fitting 
for Rick as he enjoyed people and was always gracious 
and hospitable. 

Rick Sendelbach was born December 9, 1947 in 
Americus, GA and was the first of four children. He 
enjoyed gardening, reading and spent his volunteer 
time helping homeless people and anin1als. He was a 
creative chef, cooking for the homeless shelter when 
he lived in Atlanta, and served on task forces for the 
homeless in Atlanta and Columbus. In recent years 
he assisted with caring for feral cats through various 
volunteer animal groups and made lasting friends 
with like-minded people who love animals. He is sur­
vived by his two rescued cats, R..1Scal and Allison. He 
was a member ofColw11bus Mensa and enjoyed play­
ing chess and learning about nw11erous topics. Mr. 
Sendelbach was a graduate of Pacelli High School 
and went on to attend Emory and Georgia Tech 
Univers ities studying applied mathematics and 
doing pioneer work in early computer systems analy­
sis. 

He was an Army veteran serving in Viet Nam dur-

ing 1970-71 as a Warrant Officer Assault helicopter 
pilot. He received multip le decorations to include 
the Bronze Star wi th oak leaf cluster, Air Medal, 
Army Commendation Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal, Army Aviator Badge, Good Conduct 
Medal, Viet Nan1 Service Medal, Viet Nam Cam­
paign Medal and two Overseas Bars. 

He worked at Fulton National Bank in Atlanta as 
an Applications Programmer and Samaritan H ealth 
Services in Phoenix, AZ, returning to Atlanta he 
worked for many years at Southern Co. as senior sys­
tems analyst. In 1997 he moved back to Columbus 
to be closer to his fumily and worked for Advanced 
Systems Technology and Science Applications Inter­
national at Ft. Benning as a Systems Analyst. 

He is survived by one brother, two sisters and 
numerous nieces, nephews and great-nieces and 
great-nephews. In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
sent to Chattahoochee Valley Episcopal Ministries, 
www.cvemjubilee.org or Allied Cats 
www.alliedcats.com. 

Those who wish may sign the online guest regisny at 
www.mcmullenfuneralliome.com 

Richard Kenneth Macauley Graduated flight 
school with Flight Class 70-15 & 70-17, flew in 
Vietnam with C/3/17th C avin 197 0-197 1 
under the Charlie Horse Cherry callsign. 

Richard Kenneth "Rick" M acauley passed away 
from pneumonia suddenly on May 3, 2012. Rick was 
born in Rochester, New York on August 18, 1946, 
the fumily moved to Las Vegas when he was six years 
old, and he always considered it his home. Rick grad­
uated from Las Vegas High School and tl1e Universi­
ty of Nevada Reno majoring in journalism. While 
growing up in Las Vegas, Rick enjoyed scuba diving, 
fencing, martial arts and scouting where he received 
his Eagle Scout Award. 

After a year long nationwide trip in his milk truck 
he joined the Army, became a decorated helicopter 
pilot, and served in the 3rd of the 17th Air Cavalry. 
As a result of his service, he wrote the book "Charley 
Horse: America's 'Day by Day' Air Cavalry, Vietnam 
War Correspondences". 

After his military service Rick returned to Las Vegas 
where he married Bonnie Ann Davis and adopted 
their wonderful son Skyler. At this time he was 
instrumental in funding the Ronald McDonald 
House, was an active member of the Las Vegas JC's, 
and started the Nifry Nickel newspaper. He also 
worked as a photographer/ reporter for the Las Vegas 
Sun. 

Rick moved to Reno to pursue his life as an author 
and a teacher of grantsmanship. There he met his 
companion Mary M ingo. Rick was active in the 
Reno Air Race Foundat ion, the local Boy Scouts, 
EAA, and the Aviation and Aeronautics Advance­
ment Alliance. 

He is preceded in death by his father and mother. 
Surviving are his bromer and sister-in-law, his son 
and daughter-in-law, Skyler and Angela Macauley, all 
of Las Vegas and his companion, Mary Mingo of 
Reno. Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Reno Air Race Foundation or to the local Boy Scouts 
of America area council. 

Robert G. Shain Graduated 
flight school wi th Flight 
Class 60-01, flew in Viet ­
nam with the 116th AHC ib 
1965-1966 and thel88th 
AHC i n 1967 -1968 under 
the Thunderbird 5 callsign. 

Lt. Col. (ret) Robert G. Shain 
(Bob) passed away Sunday, April 29 2012 at 
Doylestown Hospital in Pennsylvania surrounded by 
his family. Born in Iowa City, IA on Dec 2, 1934, Bob 
was a 1959 graduate of the Military Academy at West 
Point. He served in the US Army for 20 years as an 
infantry officer as well as a fixed-wing and helicopter 
pilot. He completed 2 tours of duty in Vietnam and 
was awarded the Legion of Merit, 2 Distinguished Fly­
ing Crosses, 2 Bronze Stars, 27 Air Medals with V for 
valor, Meritorious Service Medal, Vietnamese Medal of 
Honor & Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry. H e served as 
commander of the Executive Flight Detachment and 
pilot of Presidents Nixon and Ford's helicopter, Army 
One, from 1973 to 1976. Following his retirement he 
enjoyed a long professional career in the aeronautics 
indusny. 

Bob was an active supporter of me National Rifle 
Association and a member of the Military Officers 
Association. His greatest joy was spending time with 
his family. He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Sheny, 
two sons and one daughter and their family's three chil­
dren. He is also survived by one sister in law and many 
nieces & nephews. He was preceded in death by his par­
ents and an older brother Air Force Maj. E. Rox Shain. 

Burial and fi.meral honors will be at Arlington Nation­
al Cemetery at a later date. In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Doylestown Hospital, Development 
Department, 595 West State St, Doylestown, PA 
18901 www.dh.org or The MDS Foundation, 4573 
South Broad St., Suite 150, Yardville, NJ 08620 
www.mds-foundation.org/ donate/ 

Robert Patrick, Jr. Graduated flight school with 
Flight Class 68-507 & 68-7, flew in Vietnam 
with B Co, 158th A VN, lOl st ABN in 1970-
197 1 under the Lancer 33 callsign. 
Robert Patrick,] r., age 67, of Hartford went to be with 

the Lord on Wednesday, April 25, 2012 afi:er a long 
battle witl1 Alzhein1er. 

Rob was a decorated helicopter pilot in Vietnam, who 
was shot down yet managed to land the copter without 
losing or hurting anyone on board. He was able to get 
the crew out even though he was surrounded by the 
enemy. Rob graduated from Pittsburg Station with an 
Automotive Technology degree, worked with UPS as a 
Fleet Manager, and retired as a Building Manager. Rob 
operated "Corvettes Forever" for many years. He loved 
his cars and built many from scratch. Rob opened and 
managed many of the Discount Auto Parts Stores in 
this area. Rob and his wife owned "Our Favorite 
Things Shop" in Bonifay, FL 
Mr. Patrick is survived by his wife of 43 years, Barbara; 

two sons, two sisters, and many cousins. He is also sur­
vived by his mother-in-law, four brothers and many 
nephews and nieces. In lieu of flowers, you may make 
donations to The Alzheimer's Association or Gentiva 
Hospice, P.O. Box 1708, Enterprise, AL 36331. Please 
sign the guest book at www.dothaneagle.com 
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Thomas C. Blecha Graduated flight school with 
Flight Class 70-01 

Thomas C. Blecha, 71, Topeka, fum1erly of Lakeview, 
Ark., passed away Sunday, May 27 at Stormont-Vail 
Regional Medical Center fullowing a short illness. He 
was born in St. Louis, Mo., Aug. 14, 1940 and graduat­
ed from Northwest High School in House Springs, 
Mo., in 1959. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy, serving 
eight years as a machinist's mate and later joining the 
U.S. Army, where he flew helicopters during three 
tours in Vietnam. He later returned to the states as an 
instructor pilot at various bases. H e retired from the 
Army in 1981 as a ChiefWarrant Officer 3, and went 
on to fly helicopters fur Air Logistics, servicing oil plat­
furms in the Gulf ofMexico, for another 14 years. 

He moved to Topeka in 2003 to be near his high 
school sweetheart, Susan (Hoene) Morley. While in 
Topeka, he volunteered at the Colmery-O'Neil VA 
Medical Center and was a life member of the VFW. 
Tom was m arried to Mary Campbell, and later 
divorced Tom is survived by his two sons, six grand­
children; a brother and many nieces and nephews. 
Memorials may be made to the American Diabetes 
Association. 

William Edgar Ogle, USMC 
William (Bill) Ogle, 65, passed from this earth on Fri­

day, April 20, 2012, in Franklin, Pa. 
Bill attended Texas A&M until he joined the U.S. 

Navy, to serve his country during the Vietnam War. 
During his time in Vietnam he was assigned co the US 
Navy Helicopter Attack (Light) Squadron Three, The 
Seawolves. Bill piloted helicopters where his bravery 
and service earned him over numerous combat medals 
including The Distinguished Flying Cross and two 
Purple Hearts. 

Bill was an outgoing man whose apparent wit and 
intelligence made it possible to have a conversation with 
anyone. These skills helped him throughout his life 
including starting a trucking business and later a com­
puter business. However, it was in his ministry that he 
felt a real calling Bill loved his work with the Church of 
Christ and was the minister at the Franklin Church of 
Christ and other churmes in Pennsylvania and Ohio. 
Bill always had an open heart and open door to any in 
need and he did so by offering comfurr, support, food 
and even a place to stay. 

He is survived by one brother, many children and 
their fumilies, Bill will also be mourned by his "other 

From the Editor 
of the VHPA Aviator 

I thought I would talk about a subject I'm going to 
be bringing up at our upcoming Reunion, plus 
another subject I would like each of our readers to 
think about. 

First - I'm proposing a change in our current 
practice of printing all TAPS entries at out next 
Reunion. We all can see our TAPS entries are 
growing at an accelerated pace. Everyone out 
there knows why this is happening but what you 
might nor know is thanks to advances in technol­
ogy, it's now possible to search world-wide for 
obituaries of not only our inactive and active 
Members, but of many other membership-eligible 
men who have never joined our Association. I 
estinlate that printing the full obituaries of these 
"newly-found" men will cost the Association close 
to $10,000.00 this year. 

So, here is the mange in policy that I am going 
to propose to the membership at this year's 
Annual Business meeting. That we continue to 
publish full TAPS entries upon the deaths of any 
Member, current or inactive, any man who's 
death is reported to us by our membership, and 
any man who's death is reported to us by their 
families through the VHP A website. 

The deaths of all men that were not reported to 
the Association IA W the above ways (i.e. obtained 
through a search of published obituaries), will be 
noted in the Aviator by listing only their nan1e, their 
place of death, their Flight Class dates and their 
Vietnam service infonnation (if available). We will 
then link the remaining portion of those obituaries 
to their names in the Membership Services portion 
of our website fur all to read. Anyone not having 
computer access can call HQ and they will either be 
read, or mailed a copy of the completed obituary. 

I know this is a big change and I want your input 
on this, either at the Reunion, by e-mailing me (Avi­
. • m ~- ..:.. • . or as a last resort, calling me at 

The dosing part of this article is about our TAPS 
entries themselves. You need to know d1at when I 
receive a death notice that doesn't include a lot of 
derails, or a link to an on-line obituary, then I can 
only do a Google searffi ro see if any more info is 
available. Once that information, if any, is captured, 
I then go ro the VHP A database because even if the 
it is a "civilian" obituary, it ofi:en doesn't include d1e 
deceased's Bight class and Vietnam service informa­
tion. Occasionally, what's in the VHP A's database 
is the only thing I can find on the man, especially 
when the person that notified us of the dead1 didn't 
provide any additional derails. 

So how do we all make sure what I say about you 
in the Aviaror is really what you what us to carry 
upon your death? You don't have to write your 
own obituary, but you should update the infor­
mation the VHP A maintains on you. If you are 
"dues current" go on-line and do it yourself, e­
mail our HQ or call HQ and someone there will 
be glad ro help. If you're no longer dues current, 
or if you are in teresred in updating the Associa­
tion about another man, again e-mail HQ or call 
them to ask fur help. We have a great interest in 
maintaining current information on all our mem­
bership-eligible men. 

Tell your fumily about your Vietnam service, and 
indeed your entire military experience. What you 
did during your enlistment counrs more than you 
realize so help your fumily share it wid1 us. And 
please be rrud1 full in what you tell them, enough 
said about that. 

Next, if you are notifying the VHPA about d1e 
death of a member, or a man eligible for member­
ship, do all that you can to ger his story rold cor­
rectly. We have a form on our Website for your, 
or anyone else (your kids or your wife perhaps?) 
use. It's not the best form in the world so we're 
now working on a better one but either will work 
and what you enter will get to everyone that needs 

fumilies" The Seawolves and his brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Bill's final resting place will be at Arlington 
National Cemetery with full military honors. 

Archie R. Taylor, USAF 
Archie R Taylor, 95, joined 

his beloved wife Rosaleen on 
February 29, 2012. Archie was 
born in Des Moines, Iowa on 
April 12, 1916, and moved to 
Phoenix in 1928. He attended 
Phoenix Union High Smool, 
enlisted in the Army in 1940, 
won his pilots wings in 1943 
and served d1roughout WWII w1ril he was released in 
1948. 

H e was recalled to active duty for the Korean War, 
served as a CH-53 rescue helicopter pilot in d1e Viet­
nam War and finally retired from the U.S. Air Force in 
1970. 

Archie is survived by five sons, seven granddlildren 
and their children. Contributions may be made in 
Archie's name to Phoenix: V AMC Hospice (9903), 
650 E Indian Smool Rel, Phoenix, AZ 85012. 

to know. If possible, also send us a good link to an 
on-line obituary. 

Please don't asswne someone else has notified d1e 
VHPA about a death. Notify HQ yourself and let 
them know the details and if possible, back dm up 
with an e-mail to me (Aviator@VHPA.org). I 
review eve1y e-mail befure I start ro build d1e next 
Aviator so even a one-sentence e-mail saying "David 
- did you know John Smid1 passed away last week 
in Housron ?" gives me a lead to fullow. 

I know that many of our Members are not very 
comfurtable at a computer, let alone in being "on­
line" so please remember d1at eve1yone at HQ, and 
here at the staff of d1e Aviator are here ro help. We 
would all prefer to work througl1 e-mails, but we do 
recognize the need fur phone calls 

Last, honestly, the best obituary I could run fur any 
man is d1e one due's wiitten and sent ro us by d1e 
people that knew and loved him the most, his fumi­
ly and his friends. Never hesitate to send me your 
thoughrs on the man you knew better d1an the rest 
of us, I'll do everydling I can to see that your words 
are passed our to the membership. 

Thanks for your support ofboth the VHPA Avia­
ror and the Vietnam Helicopter Pilors Association! 

David Adams 
Editor of the VHPA Aviator 
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Lee Greenwood sings for a special Vietnam Vet at his unit's Reunion 
by Chris Cannon of New Channel 5 
in Nashville, Tennessee, 
used by permission 

abled. 'Jerry you took a bullet for me, on 24 
i July 1968. You are my hero, you always have 

been. And Jerry tonight, you're everyone's 
hero," Jacobs told the crowd as he choked 

FRANKLIN, Tenn. - Members of 15th back tears. When Jacobs heard his friend 
Medical Battalion of the 1st Calvary Division in would make the trip to this year's reunion, he 
the Vietnam War met Thursday night in wanted to do something special. 
Franklin, Tennessee. No one at the gathering He got the idea to have the legendary Lee 
expected to have a country star entertain them. Greenwood perform his anthem God Bless 

'We hold a reunion each year in differendoca- The U.S.A at the reunion and after working 
tions, this year it's going to be in Nashville," said through some scheduling conflicts, Green-
organizer and former aircraft commander Art N wood was able to attend and perform the song 
Jacobs. This year the one hundred former sol- ' for Dick. "I have such a love for the military, 
diers and their families got together at the Cool Springs Marriott for their and we really need to give tribute to the guys and the gals who have served 
reunion in honor ofJerry Dick. in our military," Greenwood explained. Lee's entrance from a side door to 

Dick was the door gunner on a medevac helicopter in the jungles of the meeting room came as a complete surprise to Dick and the rest of the 
Vietnam on July 24, 1968 when the aircraft was hit by enemy fire. "We men and women in attendance. 
made an attempt to rescue some guys on the ground and Jerry was shot Dick had made the trip to Franklin in a special van with his brother and 
in the head," Jacobs explained. Dick was severally injured, for some time sister-in-law traveling with him. Dick presently lives in a small town in 
it was not know if he would survive. Bur he did, although he was dis- Wyoming. 

Here's a link to the full story: http://www.newschannelS.com/story/18135708/ 
Chris Cannon can be reached at: 

MIA -POW event in Maine 
Russ Wamner, the Chairman of this event sent us 
this press release to pass on to the Membership ... 

The excitement is building here in Old Orchard 
Beach, Maine fur our event planned for 21-23 Septem­
ber, 2012 

For those who would like to see a Cobra that served in Viet-
nam in C Battery 2/20, that aircraft will be traveling from Columbia South Car­
olina to Maine by trailer under the escort of Many bikers. The trip will most like­
ly start the trip north on Tuesday 18 September and arrive in Maine on Friday. 
Any biker that is interested in being part of this trip should contact us so we can 
get an idea how many wish to join the group escort. This aircraft will stay in 
Maine Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The trip back fur this aircraft will most like­
ly leave on Monday morning. It is possible that an escort may happen on the 
return trip. However, none has been planned yet. If any bikers would like to 
head up a escort fur the trip going south. Please contact Russ Warriner, Chair­
man of the weekend event. 

For those who want to see an H -modd Huey, one that is going to be here fur 
the event, one that served in HHB 2/20, 1/9 and another unit, it will fly in and 
offer flights to anyone who wishes to do so. There is a ball game planned fur the 
event, a program to honor POWs, Gold Star Mothers, Gold Star Wives, food 
vendors and an area set up just to assist veterans. 

Although things are just starting to crank up fur this event, it is advisable to get 
a room as early as possible as rooms are expected to go as fut as they become 
available. Although only hotels who become sponsors are going to be listed in 
our program book and on our website, there are lots of other hotels in the area 
that are available. 

Please go to our website and click on LODGING or go to this link: 
http:/ /www.vfW7997-pow-Mia.com/lodging.php For those who wish to come 
by RV, we expect some local sponsors fur that as well and as soon as that hap­
pens, we will add a link fur that website page. 

We believe that the only person to become a POW that served with the ARA 
will be here, we can not think of any better way to HONOR Mike O'Connor 
than to have him here and others who served with him here at the event. Come 
early and take time to enjoy some New England Sea food and see the area. Be 
sure to VJSit the Maine Military Museum. You will not believe all the items from 
all the wars this place displays. 

Russ Warriner, Chairman 
E-Mail: 

Event Web Si P. 

vietnam-veterans-reunion-in-franklin 
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VIETNAM HELICOPTER PILOT 
AND HIS CHOPPER REUNITE 
ByCpL ThomasA.Bricker, 
Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow and used with permission 

M CLB BARSTOW, Calif. - Have you ever had "the one that got away" 
only to get him or her back later in life? For one man, a love that was once lost, has 
now resurfaced in his life afi:er more than 40 years. 

Curt Lambert, a photographer aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, 
recently discovered an aircraft he once flew in Viemam is now on display at National 
Training Center Fort Irwin, Calif Lambert, a former Army chief warrant officer 
two aircraft pilot with the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, flew the UH-lH Utili­
ty Helicopter '659' Huey during his time in Vietnan1. "I was in Vieman1 from 
August 1970-71 and most of my missions were flown with 659 afi:er I received my 
aircraft commander orders,'' Lan1bert recollected 

Lambert joined the Army right out of high school to fly helicopters. Originally 
intent on joining another service, Lambert was on his way to a recruiter's office with 
a friend, when he was distracted along the way. "A friend of mine wanted to join the 
Navy or Air Force, something that was safe. While we were walking to their offices 
at the recruiter's station, I saw a mannequin with a flight suit and a sign that read 
Join the Army, and fly helicopters right out of high school" Something in me just 
gaveway,l did a righdace and walked in to sign up. I still don'tlcnowwhat possessed 
me to do it. I think it was because it was the most exciting thing I could have done 
afi:er school,''. 

During his time in Viemam, Lambert flew many different missions in 659, ranging 
from support of his unit's infuitrymen to missions with the Army of the Republic of 
Viemam over Cambodia. Although there were medevac units in Viemam while he 
was there, much of Lambert's work consisted of running these missions for his own 
unit's men. The bond formed between Lambert and his helicopter while in Viet­
nam was unrivaled Countless hours ofLambert's time in Viemam were spent flying 
659. "I loved iliat piece of machinery; I absolutely loved it," he explained "I mean, 
cars can be run into the ground but this thing just kept going." 

Afi:er a safe rerum to the states and his contract completed with the Army, Lambert 
went on to pursue a career in photography and raise a funily, but not without wonder­
ing what became of the bird he flew dutinghis time in Viemam. He has several photos 
of the chopper in Viemam but never knewwhat happened to it afterward, he explained 

Lambert uses a fo=-like website to keep in touch with other soldiers who served 

Tim·e spent in the Military 
Written by Colonel Stu Mcintosh, USAF, Ret, sent to us by a VHP A Member 

Occasionally, I venture back to one or another military post, where I'm greeted by an 
imposing security guard who looks carefully at my identification card, hands it back 
and says, 'Have a good day, Sir!" Every time I go back to any Military Base it feels good 
to be called by my previous rank, but odd to be in civilian clothes, walking among the 
servicemen and servicewomen going about their duties as I once did, many years ago. 

The military is a comfort wne for anyone who has ever worn the uniform. It's a place 
where you know the rules and know they are enforced- a place where everybody is busy, 
but not too busy to rake care of business. Because there exists behind the gates of every 
military fucility an institutional understanding of respect, order, uniformity, accountabili­
ty and dedication that becomes part of your marrow and never, ever leaves you. 

Personally, I miss the fuct that you always knew where you stood in the military, and 
who you were dealing with. That's because you could read somebody's uniform fi:om 
20 feet away and know the score. 
Service personnel wear their careers on their uniforms, so to speak. When you 
approach each other, you can read their name rag, examine their rank and, if they are in 
dress uniform, read their ribbons and know where they've served 

I miss all those little things you rake for granted when you're in the ranks, like break­
ing starch on a set of futigues fresh from the laundry and standing in a perfectly straight 
line military furmation that looks like a mirror as it stretches to the endless horiwn. I 
miss the sight of troops marching in the early morning mist, the sound of boot heels 
thumping in unison on the tarmac, the bark of drill instructors and the sing-song 
answers from the squads as they pass by in review. 

To romanticize military service is to be fur removed from its reality, because it's very 
serious business - especially in times of war. But, I miss the salutes I'd throw at senior 

with him and in the 11th ACR and i 
was through one of his buddies online, 
Lan1bert learned what had become of 
his lost love. "I was contacted by some­
one who was a crew chief for 659 afi:er I 
was with it, who asked if I had seen my 
helicopter after it was moved to 

• [NTC) Fort Irwin," Lambert said. 
"He told me he had been out to see it 
several times. When he told me, I was 
amazed. It was hardly believable." 

- · • Lambert has lived in the High Desert 
area for more man 30 years, and was a mere 40 miles away from the bird that kept 
him safe more than fuur decades ago. Lan1bert contacted Fort Irwin's museun1 to 
confirm whether a helicopter out there was, in fuct, the same he flew in Vietnam. 

The answer had the same impact for Lambert as it did for his friend, indeed, it was 
his aircraft. "The 659, now known to those here at Fort Irwin, as the 'McKnight' has 
been here at this base since 1998," explained Neil Morrison, museum director at 
NTC Fort Irwin. 

"Ir's known as this in conunemoration for Col Matt McKnight, a soldier who 
also flew it in Vieman1 as a lieutenant and on its last mission, a hw11anita1.ian mission. 
It was on its way to Fort Irwin when it was called on to help rescue civilians whose 
aircraft collided over a lake along the way,'' he added 
When Morrison was contacted by Lambert in regards to 659, he found it just as sur­
prising as Lambert did, but fur other reasons. 

"I was astonished that a former pilot of this helicopter lived so close," he said "I had 
no idea that could happen." 

Afi:er a few weeks of preparation, Lambert made a trip to Fort Irwin to see his fur­
mer helicopter, the first time he would see it in more tl1an 40 years. When he saw it 
fur the first time, emotions ran high and nostalgia ran through hin1 as eApected 
It was an incredible moment," Lambert said "I didn't think the odds of tllis happen­
ing could even exist." 

There isn't much more to be done now tl1at Lambert and 659 have retmited It's 
time now to introduce her to the fumily and catcl1 her up witl1 what she's missed 
over the years. 
'Tm planning to bring my grandkids down to show them 659," Lambert explained. 
"They've always been interested in military stuff and I iliink it would be cool to show 
them something so closely related to the funlliy," he concluded 

officers and the crisp rerums as we crisscrossed with a 'by-your-leave" sir. 
I miss the smell of jet fuel hanging heavily on the night air and me sound of engines 

roaring down runways and disappearing into me clouds. I even miss the hurry-up­
and-wait mentality that enlisted men gripe about constantly, a masterfol invention 
that bonded people more than they'll ever know or admit. I miss people taking off 
their hats when they enter a building, speaking directly and clearly to omers and never 
showing disrespect for rank, race, religion or gender. I miss being a small cog in a 
machine so complex it constantly cirCU11111avigates the Earth and so simple it feeds 
everyone on time, three times a day, on the ground, in the air or at sea. 

Mostly, I don't know anyone who has served who regrets it, and doesn't feel a sense 
of pride when mey pass through those gates and re-enter me world they lefi: behind 
with their youth. 

Face it guys - we all miss it .... .. ..... . 
W hether you had one tour or a career, it shaped your life. 
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BOOKR 

A DIFFERENT LIGHT byJenniferThomas isa mem­
oir of her "tour of duty" in Da Nang as a bookkeeper and coun­
selor wirh rhe Red Cross. As a somewhat naive 22 year old, Viet-
nam was challenging and life changing for her. The absurdities 
of rhe Viemam War and plight of a people tom and displaced 
shocked her sensibilities. As a female "round eye" she received 
intense scrutiny by rhe virtually all-male military she had 
come to help. 

Thomas' arrival in-county in October 1967 was in much 
rhe same way as rhousands of American Gis. Stepping off 
rhe plane onto rhe ramp at Tan Son Nhut Air Base she 
encountered rhe damp, oppressive climate wirh its noxious 

smells, and rhe noisy commotion of a central hub of rhe war. 
Her in-country processing took her into Saigon, formerly a city of 1 million 

but now crammed wirh 5 million, many of whom were refugees living on rhe "edge." 
After processing in Saigon, she was sent to Da Nang for her job wirh rhe Third 

Marine Amphibious Force (Ill MAF) and shared quarters wirh anorher female Red 
Cross worker at 7Yen Bai Street. It was a pretty quiet neighborhood until Tet; rhe 
noise and fear would continue for a long time. Thomas learned rhe "ropes" of her 
assigmnent at Ill MAF and rhe fucilities in rhe area including Camp Tien Sha, Free­
dom Hill, Red Beach, and MAG 16 at Marble Mountain. Visits to rhe orphanage at 

FIFTY YEARS OF FL YING 
by VHPA Life Member John Thomson who served wirh 
UTT in 63/ 64 and Cobra NETT in 67 I 68 is rhe memoir of 
his adventurous lifetime of flyin& He was hooked on flying 
after his first ride in a "barnstormer" at a small Tennessee air­
port where he did odd jobs. He obtained his private license I ~ 15, !inJing h• og< by =ill,; hiHimr = d<ing & <],, " '· 

,.., ._.,, port: Achieving his goal of flying for rhe military took a 
l!9IJ ~ more circuitous route. Enlisting in rhe Army Air Corps in 
~ ~ \ '.'~'\1 1947 at age 16, he soon fow1d himself in Panama as a jet 

;;,,._\ ~ ~' mechanic. He was initially turned down for flight school 
~ ~ because he needed two years of college. Then he didn't 

qualify because he was married and later because he was too old! 
However, he reapplied anyway and received a waiver. 

Graduating as rhe "old man" of class 62-1 W, Thomson (aka rhe Grey Fox) was soon 
in RVN flying a UH-lB wirh machine guns and rockets for UTT. Later assigmnents 
included Ft. Carson where he also served TDY for rhe Gemini Orbital Mission, and a 

THE TRIALS OF THE INITIATE 
by VHP A Member Roli>ert Mitchell who served with HHT /7 /1 CA V 

inl 968, is book two ofT ake rhe Long Way Home Forks, his memoir of healing 
the wounds of war and reintegrating into American society. In this book 
Mitchell narrates his continued search for transformation and belonging wirh 
travels rhrough Europe and back and forth to rhe USA. 

Like many young Americans at rhe time, Mitchell "bums" around Europe tak­
ing odd jobs and finding new friends. In France he meets and marries Coraline, 
"a strong, mentoring woman," and settles in Tunisia where rheir daughter is 
born. Feelings of rejection experienced by many Vietnam vets led to furrher 
wandering in Mexico and Morocco but he failed to find "my inner guiding spir­
it." When rhe Vietnam War ends inl975 he repatriates, moving his wife and 
daughter to Santa Cruz, CA. Orher moves and relocations ultimately ended his 
marriage. 

What followed for Mitchell was a challenging adventure in an underground of 
disheartened hippies, Vietnam street vets, recovering drug addicts, a religious 
cult, and peyote. Hanging onto fragments of fairh in his own inner strengrh, he 
began to cormnunicate and reconnect with his family and returned home to 
Chicago in the swnmer of 1982. Mitchell's journey of 15 years, from when he 

China Beach and meeting "rhe forgotten innocents" was somerhing she found hard 
to furhom. 

Her work is important, keeps her very busy, and ranges from i:he day to day book 
keeping for rhe area Red Cross activities, and checking Christmas Ditty Bags for 
demoralizing hate mail. She also handled rhe numerous and sometimes tragic 
"Healrh and Welfue" messages from fumilies back home and helped process emer­
gency leave requests along wirh providing emotional support when needed. She 
often felt as mough she was on display. Service men found all sorts of flimsy reasons 
to drop by her office and she never lacked for company at her mess table and invita­
tions to what passed for social events in rhe war w ne. She also learned some officers 
are not gentlemen. 

Thomas does an excellent job of describing rhe people she encountered in Viemam 
from rhe American Marines, sailors, soldiers, and nurses to rhe orphans, and refugees 
whose tragic plight tore at her. This is a very personal memoir of rhe Viemam War 
seen in "a different light" by someone who went rhere to help and found her energy 
and compassion challenged. It is a perspective of rhe war well worth reading. 

A Different L ight: The Vietnam War From a Womans Point of View 
($20 soft cover, $9. 88 EBook, 34 5 pages) by Jennifer Thomas, 
ISBN : 978-1453505250 is available directly from the author 

a http://bookstore.xlibris.com/, 
your local book store, Amazon, or other book suppliers. 

stint at Ft. Wolters as an insm1ctor. He f!ewwirh rhe Cobra New Equipment Training 
T earn (NETT) at rhe Bell Plant and Hunter AAF and was deployed to RVN to set up 
rhe Cobra transition school After RVN, he received his "dream world" assignment at 
Edwards AFB testing and flying a wide vaiiety of helicopters and fixed wing aircraft 
includinghis fuvorite: rhe P-5 lMustan& 

Retitingas a CW 4 in 197 4 he worked for Bell Helicopters in Iran until rhe full of rhe 
Shm, when he returned to Tennessee and operated a small flight school and charter 
company before taking a job in Brussels perfonning contract heavy maintenance test 
flights on US Anny helicopters based in Europe. After Brussels, he traveled some and 
rhen retired when he was unable to pass his flight physical wirhout some special exams. 

Thomson wrote rhis memoir for his friends and fumily. It is a reminder of rhe 
incredible lives many VHP A members have lived beyond rheir service and sacrifice in 
RVN. He pursued his goal offlyinguntil it became a reality, then worked many years 
doingwhat he loved. 

Fifty Years of Flying ($14. 00, 136 pages) by john Thomson, 
ISBN: 978-0615446394 is available .from http://www.adventureindiscovery. com 

your local book store, or other book suppliers. 

left to join the Army, came full circle and his reintegration 
into society and normal life began. Still dealing 
wirh his "demons" he worked hard to surround 
hirnselfwim what he calls "normal people." 

Mitchell says he wrote rhese books to explain his 
inner process of transformation. Many Viemam 
veteraris have stories that are not so different from 
Mitffiell' s long journey home; some never complet­
ed rhat journey. Those who serve in war are affected 
in borh body and mind in many unpredictable ways. 
Any judgment of these "wounded warriors" needs to 
be tempered by understanding and acceptance; 
"There, but for me grace of God, go I." 

Robert Mitchell is retired and living in Maryland after 
27 years as a secondary school teacher and writes and lectures on rhe issues of sec­
ondary education. 
The Trials ojthe Initiate: Transforming the Warrior Spirit ($14.95, paperback, 
294 pages) by Robert Mitchell ISBN: 978-1468025637 is available at create­

space.com/3739392, your local book store, Amazon, or other book suppliers. 
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By VHPA Life member: 
JOHN PENNY 

THE LIFE OF ONE 

is the memoir ofVHP A Life Member 
Clyde 0. Childress who served in RVN with 
VM0-6 (call sign Klondike) in 66/67. A 
quote from Yogi Berra: "When you come to a 
fork in the road, take it," inspired the tide. 
Childress defines a fork in the road of his life 
as a moment of decision. This very personal 
narrative takes the reader through many 
"forks" from his youth, life in the Marine 
Corps, and civilian life. 

Born in Virginia, he moved with his family at a young 
age to Florida and then on to California during WWII where his parents 
worked in a defense plant. The family went back to Virginia at the end of 
the war and Childress excelled in high school, especially in music. H e built a 
telescope and observatory with his fad1er, and took his first flight lessons. 
His was not, however, an idyllic childhood. He says his father's often abusive 
and erratic behavior was like living with "Jekyll and H yde." 

Childress enrolled in aeronautical engineering at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute in 1957 but soon ran out of money. H e "maxed" the tests for Air 
Force flight school but while awaiting a class slot was persuaded that the Air 
Guard was a quicker route to the cockpit. However, his enthusiasm waned 
upon learning he would just be a "weekend warrior" after completing flight 
school. Shortly thereafter, he can1e to the most significant "fork" in his life 

LEA VE NO MAN BEHIND 
by George Galdorisi and VHP A Life Mem­
ber Tom Phillips is the book on combat search 
and rescue (CSAR). This meticulo usly 
researched book is a history of CSAR from 
WWI to the War on Global Terrorism and 
Iraq. It provides multiple narratives of heroic 
rescues and an in-depth discussion of CSAR 
plans and policies. 

WWI land and sea plane rescues were "spur 
of the moment" and this approach persisted 
as the norm in the early days of WWII. 

However, WWII saw a revolution in the means, methods, 
and tactics of rescuing downed aircrew and the creation Army and Navy 
units specifically dedicated to search and rescue. Military leaders were espe­
cially attuned to the fac t that effective CSAR recovered hard to replace, 
highly trained aircrew for the war effort and boosted morale for aircrew 
members. 

During WWII, innovations, including improved communications and 
coordination of sea and air assets, proved crucial to a successful rescue opera­
tion. As WWII came to a d ose in the Pacific the future of CSAR was ush­
ered in by the clattering of a Sikorsky YR-4 piloted by 2Lt. Carter H armon 
who picked up a pilot and three passengers of a downed Stinson L-1 from 
the jungles of Burma. The helicopter would change CSAR and warfare for­
ever. The helicopter rescues at the end of WWII, the ongoing development 
of the helicopter and its expanded role in Korea including behind the lines 
CSAR, are well documented. The next war would be defined as "the heli­
copter war." 

when he accompanied a friend to a Marine recruiter, and learned he could 
become a Marine pilot. He was soon on his way to boot camp. 
Childress served a tour of duty in Morocco before being accepted as a 
Marine Aviation Cadet where he was ass igned to helicopters for his 
advanced flight training. H e served afloat and ashore until March 1966 
when he reported to VM0-6 in Da Nang where he flew UH- IE gunships. 
H e states it is hard to describe his intense Vietnam combat experiences "but 
perhaps it will serve as some kind of release from the nightmares I have forty 
years later." After is tour in RVN, he served in a variety of assignments, was 
the firs t Marine to attend the Army Fligl1t Test School and was sent to the 
Aviation Safety Officer's School at Monterey. By February 1970 he received 
orders for another tour in RVN but was instead assigned to VM0-2 in Oki­
nawa. W hen this tour ended, health and marital issues brought new "forks." 

In 1977 Childress retired from the Marine Corps to start a new life. He 
built a successful career, became a community leader, learned to sail, and 
built his drean1 house. He has worked to support humanitarian organiza­
tions and those who have served tl1is county. I recommend this memoir of a 
life of service and sacrifice. Childress is donating the proceeds from the sale 
of this book to the Wounded Warrior Project. Semper Fi. 

Forks: The Life of One Marine 
($29. 99 he, $19. 99 sc, $3. 99 E-book, 204 pages) by Clyde 0. Childress, 

ISBN: 978-1465337108 is available ftom http://bookstore.xlibris.com/, 
Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and your local book store. 

CSAR had a slow beginning in Vietnam, with many hard lessons to be 
relearned. Although an Air Rescue Center was established in Saigon in 
1962, it "owned" no rescue assets and relied on Sourh Vietnamese, US 
Army, and Marine assets as situations developed. As the war ramped up and 
the air war moved to North Vietnan1 and west to the Ho Chi Mien Trail, 
both the Navy and Air Force were challenged to develop CSAR mission 
capable helicopters, tactics, and policies in an increasingly dangerous AAA 
environment. As the war progressed, Navy CSAR units acquired the HH-
3A (Big Mother) and tl1e Air force moved on to the HH-3E Oolly Green 
Giant) followed by the HH-53B. But there is 01ore to putting together a 
successful CSAR mission and the authors aptly ~utline the evolution of tl1e 
planning and launching of these missions, some of which were deep in 
North Vietnam and involved a complex and layered choreography of over 
100 aircraft to accomplish the mission. 

This is the first book to cover the complete history of CSAR and finishes 
with a discussion of its future. Though tl1e docwnentation requires lots of 
statistics, it is a very readable book. The authors interviewed many of tl1e liv­
ing participants from over 120 Vietnam resCL:es and share them witl1 us in 
detailed narratives that make for riveting reading. T his book is a fitting trib­
ute to those who lost their lives that others may live. 

Tom Phillips will speak on US Navy Combat Seardi and Rescue operations 
during the rewlion at 2:30 pm on August 2nd 

L eave No Man Behind: The Saga of Combat Search and Rescue 
($20.59 hard cover, $12.64 Kindle, 656 pages) by George Galdorisi 
and Tom Phillips, ISBN: 978-0760323922 is available from your 

local book store, Amazon, or other book suppliers. 
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Members of the Washington State Chapte< of the VI-IPA gather in front of 15140 
for a group photo. 

Former Huey from B Co, 
158thAVN, lOlstAirbome (the Lancers) 
Receives Place of Honor in Boeing Fidd Museum 

By Washington State Chapter Members 
John Penny and Doug Decker 

Memorial Day Weekend at rhe Museum of Flight (MoF), at 
Boeing Field in Seattle saw a number of events including the 
ceremonial unveiling of the museum's first "Huey." The addi- "Lancer" veterans (L to R)Kcith Boyd, Dennis Souza, Tom Sicker, Greg Bowman, 
tion of this iconic aircraft of the Vietnam War to the muse- DougDcckcrcnjoysccingthcirold&icnd! 

MG Brady speaks at the 
Dedication ofHucy 15140. 

urn's collection was well attended by VHPA Washington 
Chapter members, Vietnam veterans, museum officials, and the public. 

This specific "Huey" made a 41 year journey from rhe days in Vietnam 
when it served· with B/158rh A VN 101 ABN, call sign Lancer, in Opera­
tion Lam Son 719, to its place of honor in the Grear Gallery of the MoF. 
Serial #69-15140 also served with the Alaska N arional Guard until 1994 
and was acquired by the MoF from King County, WA. Former Lancer 
pilots Keith Boyd, Tom Sieker, and Doug Decker along with Lancer crew 
chiefs Dennis Souza, and Gary Bowman were honored with rhe privilege 
of unveiling the Huey. 

The keynote speaker, MG Patrick Brady, MOH, was awarded America's 
highest military honor for flying three different UH-lHs through intense 
enemy fire to rescue 51 wounded soldiers in Vietnam on January 6, 1968 
while serving with rhe 54th Med DET. Brady spoke in recognition of the 
helicopter pilots of the Vietnam War and the Huey. On a lighter note, he 
spoke of the courage fighter pilots attributed to the helicopter pilots in 
The Fighter Pilot's Prayer. He noted with some dismay that it has taken a 
loflg time for the "Huey" to find its rightful place in America's aviation 
museums and commended the MoF for completing this addition to their 
collec,tion. Later, Brady gave a lecture on the "Role of the Huey in Viet­
nam" and signed copies of his book; Dead Men Flying. 
Brian Reynolds, President ofNorthwest Helicopters, which since 1989 has 
specialized in refurbishing, operating, and maintaining UH-lH heli­
copters for commercial and government use, introduced the crew responsi­
ble for the meticulous restoration of this Huey. He stated this project was 
a particular honor and labor oflove for all of his staff. 

There have been a number of"Huey" dedications at museums; parks, and 
memorials all across this country. There are VFW "gate guards" and 
VHP A Chapters have acquired Vietnam era helicopter airframes. for use in 
parades and displays. It is nice to know that there are still many airworthy 
examples some of which make appearances at VHP A reunions. The UH-
1 H still "soldiers on" in civilian colors in use by search and rescue organi-

UH-lH Number 69-15140 comes to rest in the Great Hall of the Museum of Flight 

zations and forestry departments and in the "uniform" of other countries. 
When they fly over I can't help but look up and remember a time ... the 
only thing missing from the ceremony was the signature sound track! 

Photo Credits: VHP A Chapter members, Doug Decker, Mark Hansen, 
and Dennis Souza. Ted Huetter, MoF, Seattle, WA. 

Editor's Note: Former Lancer's with stories about this "Huey" are invited to 
share their stories with the VHPA. Also, if you know of other Huey's being 
restored or sitting in places of honor that haven't been written about, please let 
us know. 




