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PREFACE 

This is the history of the 155th Avn Co (.AHL), a unit which is a 
compound product of moc.1 :~rn nc ronautical technology a.nd the trndi tions 
of the United States 11 1:.:y. The col7!pnny origino.ted, a.t greatly roduced 
str::;·,::~th, nt Fort Riley, Knns2s, upon the roorg:rnizntion of the 1st 
I1.,_£:~nt:t~' Division under the ROAD concept. The Compnny was then A Comp­
any, 1st J.vir:.tion Batta.lion, 1st Infantry Division. As such it took 
por~ in t11c US Air Force INDIAN RIVER Exorcises nnd in the US Strike 
Co1;·1c':d 0p'.'7.':1tion GOLllFIRE I. And cs such, it propn.rod for and moved 
to tt:o Hu:;v:)}.ic of Viet Nn:m. It is during the preparation for this 
nmrc:nont thc..t this history begins. 

This history is a contcnpornry account of events in tho 155th Avn 
Co. It b"'..s ~x·cn prc~~rc0. :frrin opcrnticns orders, :::-,ftcr nction reports, 
dr,~J.y nc+,_0-:i"::.::,- .:.·:::~'o:..·:,.- ~ C]C ''~~"ncss r.C'('ounts :~nc'. iiifo:("r'.:11 r;o.:-sonn.l 
int.•,rvio1,1s, o.l:'._ :·<T'L··'.L~c: ,~.~: ~, ,;o.::o·::'~r" ':".r...::: T1 ~:~"::c-c,L •. ~ ·)l' events is 
be.:"~ done b~;' cr_lc:nG~n· quo..r!.-o.rc: -(,.) L··.,~ilitcltU COLl}1.L.Lo.t2.on ru:d distri­
bu~°'.0'1 to ncnbc.'C':-: of tho co:.i·--~:" Jm:·iDg th(,J.r tour in Viet Nan. The 
rc:c,,unting cf nv;'n-ss js ns obj·~:c::ti vo ns possihlo with the observing, 
roc:·.Jrtlins nnd d-.i-oni r:-ling nll bo:.ne done by <~hose \..'ho nlso are rcspon­
si'.1:ls for n.cconp:1,ic:h:;_ng the assigned nissl·:>ns~ This history wns 
orgn.~11.~od ::.nd in5.tint.:;d by Captnin John A. Geurin wbo joined this o:r.ean­
izr~ti.nri ns a ncsber of its ndvnncod party in D::.n Mo Thuot. 

It is ny privilee:e to conno.nd this diverse orgnnizntion of sane 
three hundred officers nnd non, nt tho honrt of which is tho 155th 
Avn Co, a.t the tine this is written. I salute: those nen - :r.iechnnics, 
cooks, clor:rn, Ccc':'.ur:U:.~v gunr~s, connunications, nodics, n.ircrewnen -
for whon and about ... :hon this is written. 

BAN ME THUOT, RVN 
24 Feb 66 

.1~fA0'a!ea 'lftNN ((,~'"I .';g 
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T!i.DIS OF CC'i'1TENTS 

.I. Mlssion and Orp:nniz:o.tio=i 

IL Rocionnl Annly•>is 

1. T0r-r'J.in 

3 c In.:1ipnous populn ti on 

III. SigffLfic.:i.nt ovonts nnd Opcrntions (Period 18 March - 30 Jun) 

4.. Qvo.J.ifioc.'.l.tion nnd Training 

5. li.!'ri vnl of 1st "Shot[[LL'111 Pln to on 

6. Do:1g Xoni Oooration 

D0 Ann8XOS 

1. Officers rcnnining with Cnnpnny A (Annex A) 

2. Advance Party for Conpnny n (li.nnox B) 

3. Statistics of quarterly operations (Annex C) 

IV. Significant Events and Operations (Poriod 1 July - 30 Sep) 

A. General 

D. Events and Operations 

1. Arrival of 52d Security Platoon 

2. Chea Iteo Oporntion 

3. Due Co Operations 

4. Secretary of Defense Party 

5. Clea.ring of Hiehwny #21 

6. Change of Cor:ir.Ki.nd 

7. notation of shotgun platoons 

8. QunnG Neni Operation 

9. Phuoc Vinh 11 D" Zone Operation 

c. Annexes 

1. ~tn.tistics of Quarterly operations (Annex ll) 
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Th.DIE OF CONTENTS (CONTINUED) 

V. Significant Events nnd Oporntions (Period 1 Oct - 31 Dec) 

A. Gcncrn.l 

D. Evonts nnd Oporntions 

1. Iron Trin.nglo Operntion 

2. Plci Me - In Dra.nt:; Vnlley Oporntion 

3. Tuy Hon Operation 

4. Michelin Plnntntion Operation Dushwhncker I & II 

5. Dien Tre Operation 

6. Duon E1 Yang 

MISSION: The nissicn of the 155th 1>.vn Co is to provide tncticnl nir 
novenont of conbnt troops in nirnobile oporntions nnd to 
provide tncticnl n.ir r.i.o•rnr.mnt of conbat supplies end equip­
ncnt within the combat zone. 

ORGJiNIZATION: Tho ll)5th l~vn Co is organized under TOE l-77E nnd has 
the follouing units nttnched: 

165th Transportation Detnchr.lent (Cargo Helicopter Field 
Maintenance) 

8th Medical Detnchnent 

208th Signal Deta.chncnt (RlillhED) (AVIONICS) 

255th Qunrternnstor Dctachnent (POL) 

*52D Qunrten:inster Detnchr.lent (POL) 

*88th Military Police Dctnchr.lont (K-9) 

* Attached fnr odr.1inistrn.tion nnd loc;istics only 

?P«fa:ea 'tftNN ((.'!v\1 .{g 

!~ -~[(_ :\O· y/y Al!JOtnny 

O:JldlSSVl8:JO 
S31\JH:J1JV' WNOll\IN 3Hl l\I OJ::inoo<Jd31J 

--· 



• 

.. 

-· 
II. Regional Analysis 

11. Torrain 

1. Tho II Corps TacticQl Zone, in which Bo.n Me Thunt is 
located and in which the 155th livn renders the r.iajority of its support, 
covers nn area of 32,725 ssunrc miles er 49% of the land area of South 
Vietnam. J-1:3 western border is JL2 Diles long c.nd in corrunon with Laos, 
in the northern portion of Ken tun Province, Cm:1bodia and III Corps 
Tactical Zone. Yne eastern border is approxL~ately 400 miles of coast­
line with the South Chino. '.:r;r.. Th(o n.ron is 40 Diles wide in the North 
and 342 niles ui::'.o in. tho Sou+,11. This area is politically divided into 
the Provinces of. I\ontun, Iiid1 Dinh, Ploiku, Phu Don and Phu Yen in the 
22d Di vision Tc..ct:i.cn.l Jm.:.f'. :1 nc1 Dorln.c, I\hetnh Hon, Quang Due, Tuyen Due, 
Ninh Thunn, Lan Done: rem: Dinh '1'!11.~n.n i:i the 2Jd DT/1. Goocrnphically, 
this area nay be divided Lito three Dajor areas. 

a. Tho coastal plain is a narrow strip of long, flat, 
often narshy terrain ni•t norc than h10nty nilos wide fron tho sea 
inland. T:1:i.s D.l'':?l.1 is f-:irned by n serfos of nunorous river deltas 
intc!'ruptod by roelcy ric1.:;o lines run!ling steeply to the sea. This 
nrea is alnost entirely under cul t:~vo.tio~ with four ri~e crops yearly. 

b.., Th0 no'..::nt.'1..in ror:icn extends fror.i north to sot.:th n:::nost 
tho entire ler:~th n1 ·tJ:0 I :i:: Cor1;s T::i.~ t~ ~'' L Z'Jnc. Eluvn tions range fron 
J ,OOO to 3,Gno fl!E:t v:_·_-::.~1 t}10 oo.s-:::ci_·n ;;Jopcs quite steep and the western, 
r.iore r;rnc11 1r1L R~ c_n 1.:'o ··:;::;b co','oi' throo qlnrters of this nrea with nost 
of the re;::..- lnc1oj.' c·>V•~:~,>·~ 1-rith 0pen (1:lciduous e;rowth. Cultivation is 
linited to GP'.1..!J. el.e::-Lrcd .'.ffCj:l.S on rol:J.tivoly flat land. Flying in this 
nrea is very haznrc1ri-us with forced l:mdin(t, nroa.s practically non-exist­
ent, ceilings frequontJy very low and winds unprodictnble. 

c. ThG plntoo.u rordon is locnted west of the nountains and 
is conprised of the YN·tun ?lo.tc.~u in tho North and the Dnrlac Plateau 
to the South. This rcr:-:i.on ho.s n.1i:i-:;wJcs ranrin[~ fron 1,000 - 3,000 
feet with gently ro1::;__;_np, hi~J s nrn1 nnr. h open c.rco o Hhcre the soil is 
not under cultivn.t:i.0~1, c. t:1:;_ck gi:·8wi:~1 oi f'rnss to n heie:ht of eif,ht 
to ten feet covers the r;round.. v·fl:10".'0 ndoquatc drainage is provided, 
this aren will support four vegetable crors yonrly. 

2. The principn.l cities of this area are ?ha.n Thiet, Phan 
Hang, Nha Trang nnd (21;.i !fi1on on the constnl plain; Dnlnt in the :mountains 
end Dan Me Thuot, Pleiku nnd Kontun on tho pl2toaus. The :r.mjor routes 
of this area are: 

a. Route #1: Saigon - Dannng (Coastal Iloute throughout 
this area) 

b. Haute #11: Dalnt - Phan f~~ng 

c. Route #14: Snigon - Dnn Me Thuot - Ploiku - Kontum 

d. Route #19: Pleiku - Qui Nhon 

e. Route #20: So.icon - Dalat 

f. Hrmte #21: Dan Me Thuot - Nhn Trang 

The republic's najor rnil line parnllols Route #1 along its entire 
length with one spur line fro~ ~han R.1.Il~ to Dalnt. The energing log­
istical and connunications conplcx of Cron nanh Day is located between 
Phnn Hang and Nha Trang. 

~~ea v1ft/N-<(2l'\') ia 
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D. Woc.thor 

1. He~ thcr thrnur:hlv.t this o.ren cnn be divided into 
the SUI:Jl"lor r:ionsoon, .Ju'.lo tl-rrnl: r h ~)0ptcnh::;r, and the winter tlonsoon, 
Nove:1ber t'.n-ou;~h A-l-"d.l, wi·c,h ·'.-,~-:o ncr;·:;11s of Mny nnu Octuber ns po~~:i ods 
of .;~r.-::.ns:i.!:~nn, Di_;...:.':'.:ti i:,~_12 f3~ 1.'. 1 ·1c:>:> n'.'n3oon tho wind is southwcstorly 
cc.u:;:'i.nr''. ~Joud build~1-;-is o:ri tr1c 1rNJt,:r'i'1 ::;lopes of the mo~tc.i:~1S. This 
rcs:c~~ ts i.".1 c.. r~c:i.ry sc.:~scn for tbr; pJ.·i.t0n.11s and mmmtninoous nre::i.s 
dw·!.:i;::: tho sunJ"lc::- !1'1.onLhs while tho coG.st:.1 provinces hn-v-e clear okies 
nnd c;ood flyJ.nt:; wontl-·cro Tho winter :monsoon b:-cirlf;S n northC'~sterly 
f~i_ow with con(~:i.. tions reverse. :-1. The coc.stc"-cl prr:;vi:1cos of D5r:h Thw:m 
anc~ Ninh TI'.n::m nrc l::i_ttlc: effected by L:ithor nonsoon nnd have generally 
cleo..r wcnthr;r tho year a.ro1ud. 

2. Average rninfc.11 in tho r:iounto.in nnd plnto~u nrens is 
90 inches and on the constnl plain, 87 inches. 'The tenpero.tures on the 
coastal rl,'.l.in ro.nr:e from tho nid-'70s to the hich 80s durin[" t.ne rc.iny 
sea.son nnd 10w 80:~ to h::i_ch 90s d"c:.-;--:LnG the dry so.'J.son. T;,13 :mou.ntc:'.1"s 
nnd plc,t0~.ns cxp0-·dc~J~o ·::cnpcrnt1're:s from +he: :mic~ .6os to tho low 80s 
d·,1:~:'.nc th0 <1t7 ;;cnson .1.nr.1 hi(h 60s to nic1-80s flnr:ing the wet senson .. 
W~.::ls nre !1(' c:-,c. ! .',,,y o~nt:r o.t 10-15 knots w~_th voloe!i ty inr.re!:l.s:i.nt: ui th 
e.:i. ti 1:udo. 011::'.'i:'u.cc w:i..r1.:.:s up to 25 knots a.re froqu.ontly encountered. 

c. Indir,enous ropulntion 

1. The II CTZ hns n population of npproxinntely 2.5 
million people or just over 20% of tho populo. tion of the P.op'.iblic 
of Viet E-:"'1.. The n~jority of this pop11ln.t.i..on is located a.lone the 
coo.st.'.'.l p~:1:5.n in t11c vi:::Lnity cf the coo~~J,::,nl cities. The majority of 
ti1CJso pcorjJ..c o.rc Viotn'.:'.Dcse of Chinese cxtro.ction. 

2. The r::~:mntnin nnd plntenu ror'.ions a.re inhnbi ted chiefly 
by Montagna.rd tribcsnon who .'.lrc, etlmicf!.lly, the only native Vietncmeseo 
There nre thirty--11:-; _ _,1c n'1:]or tr.i.h::::s nnd snnc; 150 subordinate tribr:.l 
groups of those p<.x,rJ.c l:i.ving in the hir·hJ'.'.nJs nf Victn~.n, Cc.nbodin. and 
Lnos. Da.n Mo Thur.Y1, if; tho trnr1i tio:-inl cnp ;_tol of tlt0so pooplo. The 
II Corps arcn is i~hnbitcd by 500j000 of these peoploc The largest 
t:ribe in th:i.s roc;ion is the Pin.de whose influence cxtcsnds from Kontum 
to Da.n Me 'I'huot 0 

:f~~!2Q 'tfWN ((2V\') l:g 
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::-'EEJ.'A1~J.TICN FOT1 i·F:r:;;:: z:;;NT -------- ___ ,,._.. __ .. __ .,..._.._. ... __ ~ ---·-·-
On 18 Mn!'<Jh i9t,5. Ho'"'.=~ql1c:-:r·:,._.1·s. l.st Jnf:intry Division, nlerted 

~;u~~! ~~,:;~~~,,~ :'~!?·'.;.;;~ . '~:,; ':'.:'. ~·; :~. ~~:~' ~.~'~~";~~ ~=-;~~.;:.)>;°'.;).~; A) 
c. .. u ... v ·· _. __ J, f~-'~;.l, '-' ~O.· .. _._,_ .c T-, .. ._, ·)~ .• n .'1..1..•. ;_, -' 'v.LUJ COY.lpo.riy, 1. l.(' J.J. ::!J~'.J.~ttC"tC.fa!lC9 

d:~:-!:c(~:~:~;.:_~n.t, si~_ .. :·1.:1.I c1
,--- ~ .. ·:.:t~_r::c~1T,.~ -~_1·.J_·1 ~(1r~.~:' .. ~~-·J_ c.lctcc]:i~··tcnt ~.i~.~~~l tu-C.8.l 

sc:con.r-;-~h to be :::61 officc~:·:J 9 '.J.·i.:r::~:-i.·0 Ci:r.~_..::oc-s, :irlJ er.'.2'>:-:·~cJJ. mon. 

on J.8 o..nd 19 ~.if..,_:~ch rcrs0n'Lol wcrr s.·::i .. ~c·:~cci for .'1'..'.'3i;:·n·:1P-'1-I:. to the 
pn.clt:ot f.~ .. ~;.:1 1·\J"""'·L ~-~l-:'.-i:r ....... ",~--1!1··r°' <'{ • .,n .... 1 ,_ir-r·-· . .-..-,~,}1 .-:· ·~··1,··,.,.. 1-nr·c ~0 ,...,, .... ,rcr"! .t.J 

F:i:·t:1 J..~"r.~' :-:e:;:1,F'1T~~~i~·0'.: .. ~-.-~,-~-p:.:-~.::··.:~~-~'lnr,' t·~~:~~ f~)~- i~;~,~o;n~;~~' ~t":r;·~·rt 
W. ! c;y r;;·" ~.) lfrn·~~1 n:r:Ll ec1ntir:;_1od .)~:cou1;h 21 M~~r·cl1~ Nono of the oi'I'icers 
sc-..'J:'ctod tc corir.wnd nny of t..'10 dotnchmcnt3 nor the selected col".lpnny 
cc.;1r'.:md<'lr for Cor.qx:my fl, W<J).'O nt Fort i~iloy nt the bei:;inn.jnf': of tho 
p;:;:;. p!.'oce::rninc: .. 

Ori 24 Mo.c~h, the f'.lC"l.'Cr:ior.t. dircct.:i.ve w:;s received cc~fin:rinc a 
s 1 Jrf::.i:~c :;~:c·~·:'. 1)? sr;_-:.·L: ~ ~:·~~~~~~-~ f~~··J~J 1'1 0,:·-L ! 1.L}.\.;:V"" -sc Lt:-1 1:r1spocif'i0d c1i?,..rGirin.tion. 
'Th-~ :·:·c'.J."L~1 ·!.-,._.r-,c~-l°C ~(":1.~ c]_c, :}!3~:.c ~1:-tct '-~'"·.L-:_; __ :_!_-"'":"\-,~n~ to L'.c~~,.x:_:11Jc .. r.:.y .. i.nc!.:! ... r-~_(1·c~.:J.J .. s wo.s 
1J" l 1::~' :i.;tt '.1.'l; t:.-:.·! 3 t.:i··-(' G '·") i '.:) rr; .- I; i..Ju ':·: "Yl i-1--·v' TV' +,) Cl" ·r t'J ('>t ~ 1 ·1 -- 0 "'-'011nel • .,. • •. . . _ . , ._ -~ ...__. •.• ..L.'. :__ .I • _ .l- < • .._.. I '- • ··- l)'<.,J.J.. ...J 

i..ii.J .. '-.18 on lonvo to n.n,nd ix.::~·~:1:10..l cqul:::.-:-,cmt ::md wilfonn req·~u::.·cI!10nt.s. 

The moireDcrit. c~i:rective spcc5.fioc1 tho..t all personnel involved in 
the move wnuJc1 :"0co'i..'jc; 15 cb.~"3 102vo p:rj_or to c1opnrturo. This direc­
t.i-;~o wns re ~r,fo1·,~:-;c1 b;.r -:.'n c:·~- ~·e;;Pl?d c'!c~;-~J·os cf tho C0~T1.'lff~j nr; General, 
F(YCJ_., D.:.Jo~:-J :Jnl_~ 011 ;:~ 1.) l•\:::.r\:11 ~ ~L1.jn~~~-t:7 (1J-. "L"t-10 1)0:-::·~0~1)'~cl or1 r_:i.ntion 

v1r-rt: :.---c.1c:· 1 '.~,:r'l on ).,_;,~\:o" JJ1 .. ::---~~~'.: 1_:·1~.,~··_-_i·'.~ > ~,r·~_,".'{"';_ r.~o. ~:, \·_·j_ L:~ lJcst i..:~~:.t~'/1 nnd 
t,.y 10·<.: ,.-:-:J .: r,i_nr i:· .;_t,:~ ~i.cn +.o h.r~1 ·_: ~' ,·0·:.s,.11ct<,J_ to .'1.sr:i_st in com.plating 
l'\J[(" Tl10 l)roro.'<:.;: i,, .. )<.: .y~:'i:~·::.":·, :;•.11,pl~;- ::>l;·c·:~eo:.n~ ... nnd sevornl koy 
personnel of tne l)['_C~'\;·.-, ~ .. ::Jro r0tni:L10ci 0 .t Fort fd.ley to supervise 
this prepnrn tion C.lY.1 consc:pontly rccoi vcd no le~.:vo. 

:Cy 2() lh;-ch +,he; oq1_'~-r!:lcnt. ro.'1.r~-i;icss chto hn.c1 bcc.!1 cstc.blished 
ns 3 k~:'~.-~ ri.nc~ '.'. :"_.,,,.~-- ;·0 ~~o con._,- ,,·C,0 _;_~:."::: of ...,_ ~ . ;; ,~~c;lios 'lnil oquip-
r1.cr~-~j ti_) tfl.; r;n;:-~_C :-, ( 1

[': ~.:-·::]_.·: :;llC'~ :~~) j.l >1-1:···~11: i 1 ~)C. ~r:·-~- 15_~1.<_-,;3 c1r:.t.G \.T[' .. 3 

lt .. t.--:~ :·c\r·5_s~:Jd t.n ;.: r.~ . ....,~~ :.:_ ~;.r:c.1 t.h_·~;n ~~ i11_ :J:·_.~>. E·-t·ii_.;_~ :~1~.;PJ~-.. 11J·ns s-·~j_ll bcinc 
i;:,~.L:r~ ·:~0 ;.;,o 1Y~c:-:0t .1:'1 the; nftornoo:1 of .3 L: .::.·:.:..·~ ~ smrernl hours nfter 
r~:;_l l:i . .-.r2i;-:;:'. w1'.S to ho.vc been conploto1J. l~s -'.".. result, supplomentnry 
shipment wc.s proparod which c101io..rtoc1 Fort Eiley on 5 .b.;_ ril. 

Dy nidni~ht on 8 lpril all newly nssirn_od personnel o.nd personnel 
on lonvo w0r:::i at Fort Ililoy. J~rrnnc;ements hnd been made for trnns­
portntion, billotinG and roossine of nll personnel until departure. 
On 9 nnd 10 J~pril new personnel were I'Oh checked :-irnl immunization 
and physical requirenonts conpleted for mnny who had not been properly 
processed at their prior stntions. Several personnel chances ncccssit­
ntod by unfulfilled l'On roquj_rt:ments were mnde on 9 nnd 10 llpril 
rosultin~ in the osto..blishncnt of n renr detachment. 

Dy 9 April transportation nrrnneomonts were firr.i n.nd manifests 
were prepared. The packet depo..rted by nir in three groups from 
Knnsns City nnd Mnnhnttnn airports early on the Romine of 11 April, 
arriving at San Dieco Naval Air Stntion on the same day. Personnel 
were trn.nsportcd directly from the nircrnft to the USS IWO JIMA. 

Sunday 11 April wns spent by Mo..jor De Lon.ch in conference with 
the ships' crow on ndministrntive mntters nnd coordinating manifests 
of personnel nnd oquipnont. J. t this time it wns discovered that several 
errors h:id been no.do in shippine o..nd much of the equipment previously 
dcsi~no..ted to QCcompany tho troops ho..d been shipped to Oakland ilrmy 
Terninnl. Included in this cquip:ient wo..s ni0st of the special theater 
clothing and os-i~~ent issued to the unit. 

wa!ea WV'N((~v\1 .<g 
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At 0900 hours Monday, 12 !.p"'."j_J.. t:10 USS IWO JOOi. sniled with 
254 Officers [!11:1 men from Fort lliloy, aJ.on~ with two other packets 
of similar size from Fort ~race [md Fort Co.mpbcll. These units were 
A Company, 10lst li.vn Dn and i• Cor-.pany., 82d Avn Dn~ On board in ad­
dition to eo.0h units oquipmont were 77 unassic;ned UH-lD hellcoptGrs, 
and 9 conex containers with replacement parts. 

On 17 J:.pril 1965 the USS IWO JIM.A docked at ?enrl Harbor, Hawaii 
for four hourq and took abonrd a liaison officer from US Army Support 
Comr:mnc1, Vietnam. ?earl Harbor wo.s the hcst land seen u.r1til the ships 
arr~:vnl r'..t V'111~ Tau (Capo St. Jacques), hVN, on l 11ay 1965., During 
t:i.·:-.nsi t, orientations were held for personnel nnd unit comr:m.nders 
wore informed of their ultimate destinations. I'lans for debc_rkation 
and movement to destinations were disseminated and subsequently changed 
because of crowded port concli tions necessitating e.arly movement to 
destinations. 

In the absence of o.ny instructions fro~ the receiving co!!I!Tu.1.!ld, the 
senior officer directed that the 77 o..ircraft be assirned to the three 
packets by tnil n· .. :.,-:1ber in order to f2cili to.to control. It wns believed 
nt the time the aircrnft would be flown off the ship, inspected for 
safety of flieht nt Vunr, To..u, a.nu proceed to destination. On 28 .L.pril 
proccssinp bc[:an on tho 77 nircrnft, and by 1800 hours on 30 April all 
aircraft except two hnd boon released for flicht. Messages were ex­
changed between the ship and US Army Support Command, Viotnnm confirm-
~-;ic: c.rrivnl do.to and tine and procedures for flyinc: nircro.ft off the ship • 

. At 0620 ho11rs 1 Mny 1965 the first nircr['.ft wns launched from the 
USS H!·J JJ:::,II~ from about 25 miles o. t sen. Tho aircraft was piloted by 
1st Lt Edward T. ?ledger end. co-pilot by WO Willinm Crothers, both of 
Company A, 1st Aviation Datta.lion. Thereafter ships were lnunched 
periodicn.lly until approxinntely 1100 hours when the lnst aircraft, 
incluclinG the two requiri~G further mnintennnce, had been launched. 

Upon arrj_vine a.t Vunr Tau tho packet commo.nc1ors received instruc­
tions as to novor.l':::mt of their uni ts to finnl destinations. Compnny A, 
1st Avfo.tion Datta.lion moved on r.insse, loss crewchiofs, to Dan Mo Thuot 
on c ... :L':2.3 airc:'.'~tft, closinc: at a.pproximntely 1545 hours 1 May 1965. 
The unit wo..s not a.t Dan Me Thuot by Lt Col Delbert Townsend, Commnndine 
Officer, 52d Aviation Datto.lion, and the units' advanced party which 
had been in country approximately 10 clnys. nations, tents, and other 
ninimum essentials were on hand at Dan Me Thuot to sustain tho unit 
for the fi~st several dnys. There wore, however, no modicnl supplies 
and no supply of potable water. 

On .3 May a.via.tors returned to Vung T.:lu to Fick up the unit's 
aircraft, and crowchiefs. O~o aircraft hnd boon renssiGned by US 
Army Support Cor:1r.iand as a I!k'lintenanco float, lenvint:: tho unit with 
24 lnl-1D 1s. 

Vehicles a.nu equipnont were Jue to bo shippod to Nha Trnne by 
LST and then ooved overland to Lan Mc Thuot. The first equipment, 
four conex containers, arrived on 10 May 1965 with the first 10 · 
vehicles on 15 May. Dy 26 May nll the units equipment had arrived 
except two 2t ton trucks nnd several trailers. Vehicles wore moved 
in three croups by Vietnamese drivers. 

Tbe ronnindor of May was spent propnrinr tho unit for an oper­
ational rco.dincss dnto of 1 June. Weapon kits were installed on 9 
UII-lD aircraft (i>roviously oxchnncod for 8 IDI-1D 1 s); n.nd protective 
armcmont kits were instnlled on 16 UH-lD o.ircraft. 
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On 7 Mny nvio.tors from tho 52n.l J~irlift ?lc..toon, tho 117th b.vn 

Company nnd the 119th km Co nrrivod n.t La.n Mo Thuot for c. personnel 
exchnne;e 'With CoM.pnny J. to stc..,-·i~or c1a.tos of rote.ti on. Of the officers 
nnc1 Wa.rrnnt Officers o.rr5.vinc in the oricina.l rnckct, only 14 rcmnined 
with the coMpo.ny nftor tho cxcho.nr:·o. Tho oxclrn.::-ic;o wc..s M.'J.de on a man 
foi~ mr.n be.sis 'With tho v::i.rious uni ts of tho De. tta.licn. Enlisted 
personnel of o.11 A r;rndos wcro nlso oxcha.npod, 

Ls a. result of the DEicOS cxcha.n:-;o, nn intense tra.ininc pro;-:rv.m wns 
established by the Company in nn effort to qualify the new nvin.tors in 
the IBI-lD helicopter. i'lntoon nnd company trnininc in fomntion flyine, 
ea.clo flichts nnd company sized o.irmobilo a.ssnults were greatly cmJ;'hllsizcd. 

20 Mny eo.w tho nrriva.l of CoM.pnny J. 1 s first "shot c:un" (Door Gunner) 
pla.toon cornnnnded by 1st Lt Willia.M. J. Tra.cz» The plntoon wo.s made up 
of volunteers from units of tho 25th Inf Div. The unit wns TDY to 
Company A for n period of 3 months. Their Juty was thnt of helicopter 
door gunners while a.urmontinr tho compnny1s sccur~ty force. 

The unit wc.s c.'!oclnrod operationally rcc..c1y on 1 June nnd bognn 
operations on thnt dny. In its first month of opero.tion Company A 
conducted six conpnny size operations in support of the 23d DiY:i.sion. 

Durine the la.st week of Mny the company received 
of 11Sto.rc Conch" with ttFalcon 11 for tho a.mod plntcon. 
year, those call sirJls wore to becono fnniliar in a.11 
of Victnmno 

its desicnntion 
During the next 

four corps nrea.s 
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OFFICE1LS LEMJuNING WITH COl.fi'ANY A 

Major William W. DcLonch 067668 

Co.pt. Charles T. Gilmer 04058567 

Capt. Leon E., Curry 05306680 

Capt. Anthony P. Di Lencdotto 02306594 

Cnpt. Locnnrc1 L. Doswell 078572 

l/Lt Edwn.rd T. Plode:er 05411943 

l/Lt Robert c. Elwell 050179C3 

cwo Willicm H. Goldr.mn W2207733 

cwo Glen W. Mc.ntooth W2206470 

cwo Willian. H. Cloa.ry W3150348 

cwo James f;. Stnllnrd \13150506 

cwo Chnrlos H. Millnrd WJ1507C8 

cwo William J. Fiolds W3151037 

cwo Curl T. Sypniewski W3430112 

Annex k. 
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1. Number of 

2. Nur1ber of 

.3. Number of 

4. tTurr."'Jer of 

5. Numbor of 

6. Number of 

Annex c. 
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STJ-i.TISTICS OF QUM~1E:lUJY Oill~J.TIONS 

Sorties fl,Ji,m durin[ precrx1inr; quo.rtcr: 4026 

Cor::iba.t sorties floim c.:urinc prece::'.in['. qunrtor: 26.J4 

f lyinr: hours flown c.lurinc; precoc1in[ quc.rtor: 1905 hrs 

pc,ssengers lifted durine; pro coding qunrtor: 2]32 

tons of cc..rco lifted durinr; precedinc qua.rtor: 54 tons 

nircrnf t roceivine hits c~urine precodinG quarter: 3 

S31\IH'.)CJV lVNOlll;ltl 3Hl 111 ooi::inoocid3CJ 



' ) 

, 

~:ea WVN (W,"'l .<g 

/A _-;[L/10>-Y/./ .<?!Jotanv 
G31:llSSVl:J3Q 

STJ~GECOACH 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

AND 

OIBnATIONS 

IBHIOD 1 JULY - JO SEPT 

S3AIH:J!llf llfNOlllfN 3Hl llf 03:JOOO!ld3!l 



• 

1 

This quo.rtor has Leon cho.rr.ctGrize{} by many sicnificant events o.nd 
operations. On 3 July Company ~ received its first Security ?latoon; 
28 AuGUSt Mo.jar Deloach left the compnny, nnc1 the 5th of September brought 
about the rotation of the shot rrun platoon. 

Major opero.tions durinc tho quarter in which Compo.ny A were involved 
included Due Co, Qunng Ni and rhuoc Vinh. The Phuoc Vinh operotion 
involved clements of the 173rc1 lirbornc I:rir:;a.de being lifted into War 
Zone nnu, o.n area. north of Sc.iGon which had lone boen a. notorious Viet 
Cong stronehold. 

EVENTS Ji.ND omrJ~TIONS 

3 July saw the c..rriv~l of the 52nd Security Platoon. This pla.toon, 
one of the larcest in the US Army, is headquartered at I'leiku and has 
clements a.ttachod to ea.ch a.irmobile company in the battalion for local 
security. With this plc..toon, every nvnilnble means of clefense is co­
ordinated includinc bunkers, obscrv~tion posts, rovinc patrols, mortars, 
eround surve~lla.ncc info.red searchlights, c.nu sentry dogs. 

A hichlicht of 1965 for Company A come in July when the Conpany wn.s 
ca.lied upon to fly the Secretary of Defen~e and his party on an inspect­
~on visit to the r-.epublic. 

On July 1st, Corn\'.'any A wus nlerto:J for mover.ient to Cheo Reo nir­
f icld (Coor. I:Q235825J for an operation in support of tho 11.RVN Air­
bm .. "ne Driga.de. IL "i'fNN Re[~ir.lent hnc~ been located in the nounta.in pa.ss 
southwest of Choo neo. The mission involved supporting the ARVN 
/drborno DriGa.do with a.irlift of supplies and personnel. A second 
mission wa.s given Cocpo.ny .L., tho.t of ovo.cua.tinc: o. district head­
qunrters noo.r Choo f1eo which ha.d boon under o.ttack by tho Viet Cone 
for sovera.l dnys. 

Deco.use of the enemy situation, supplies nnu runnunition hnd not 
been sent to tho villa.go for severe.I dc..ys. Prior to decision to ovnc­
ua.te the hea.dquo.rtcrs, n battalion of the J.J.VN ~irborne brignde o.ttempted 
to r;a.in access to the vill~o by convoy. The convoy was.ambushed in 
a defile four kiloncters southwest of Chee l\co with heavy cc.sua.l ties 
reported. Vehicles and artillery were burned while the unit wa.s pinned 
down for 20 hours. 

The evncuo.tion wa.s planned for 1500 hours tho followine da.y, and 
would be no.de by Company A, the 119th Avn Co, nnd the 52nd Airlift 
Pla.toon. Air Force L.m•s and F-100 1s executed no.plom and 2Qnm strikes 
nround the villnee clca.rine the wny for the helicopters. Company A 
lea.d the fli!:ht into the o.rea., followed by tho 119th Avn Co and 52nd 
Airlift Platoon. As Company A lifted off the LZ the Viet Cone becan 
rnorta.rinr; the district hcadquo.rtcrs and the lane.line zone. 'Iha ll9th 
wns unn.ble to land in the o.rcn because of the intense mortar and 
cround fire in nnc around the LZ. Tho uission was aborted and o.11 
units returned to Choo rieo airfield. Compo.ny ~ wns able to extract 
nco.rly one hundred and sixty people from the villat:c on the lift. 
Aircraft ca.rried tho maxinum possible load with as r.ia.n:y o.s fifteen 
passengers on some helicopters. 

Tho /JiVN Dricadc o.cain o.ttomptod a convoy to the headquo.rtors 
after several days and nichts of constant bombing by tho Air Force. 
Tho convoy wns successful an~~ tho hcl'..dqunrtors wns cva.cuntcd by road. 
The Viet Cong rcgiI!lcnt, nfter t~nys of intense bombing by the Air Force, 
withdrew into the moun~~ns southwest of Cheo r~o ending the siege. 
Company fl. wn.s reler.sed nnd returned to Dan Me Thuot but several air­
craft were left nt Cheo neo airfield for support of advisory team. 

r::::~---.....:.·.--;;,,,,,;l+~~:a..~;at,abt the Viet Cong mortared the airfield dmnnging several 
1J/;l)fa:ea 'dlNN o~v"l .<g ·• One UH-lD was flown mmy dtn"ing the attack by. l/Lt 

f
:' , ·

1 
,er. . Upon landing at Qui Nhon the crow counted eighty-
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On 2 llugust Company h. w:-..s o..lcrted for movement to ?leiku. The 
United States Specfo.l Forces Cn.'!lp of Due Co hc.d been under siege for 
several weeks, when on 3 l~ucmst ooorntion Dc.n Tho.nP' 5 was conducted by .) • v .. 

the 52nd r~..,,'Tl Dn.. T!"c opera.tion w~s in support of the 3rd nnd ~~th Do.ttal­
ions, 1st JJ~VN id.rborne D:r:-igc.c1c. Elcmunts of the 117th li:vn C;:, 7 Company 
A, 119th Avn Co o.nd the 52nd Airlift Platoon stc.ged from Comp HoL1-owny 
Army Airfield c..nd lifted 1150 troops in six lifts to the landing zone 
o.t the Due Co Airf icld. Smo.11 o.rms nnd o.utomo.tic wenpon3 fire were 
received in the vicin:"i. ty of the landing zone, resulting in one ID-I-lD 
and one lfn-lD (Ii.) being dn.rn.nged with no cc..sU<-"..l tics. 

On 10 August, the u.."li ts performed c..n nirlnndcd o.ssnult mission in 
support of tho 5th lillVN Airborne Dnttnlion. 'l'hc aircraft sto.gcd from 
Holloway Anny Airfield and lifted 450 troops in three lifts to the scme 
landing zone nt Due Co Airfield. During the last lift, co.suo.lties were 
extracted and 4000 lbs of supplies were carried to the JJ'LVN Marine Task 
Force which hnd previously been lifted to the Due· Co Airfield. Close 
o.ir suppo1"t was provided b;~.r eight USJ..F F...;lOO's, four of which wore 
utilized in tho prestrike, while the rcmnining four were used provide 
air cover. Sm:::.11 arms, nutomc.tic weapons and :r.i.ortnr fire were received 
in the lnnding zone. Two L11-1D's received hits and one US door gunner 
of the 119th hvn Co wns wounded. 

During the :::luc Co opo!'r'.tion Compnny A provided uircra.ft ea.ch cb.y 
to tho 52nd Avn Dn for purpose of resupply, mouicnl evncuntion, and smnll 
troop placements throughout the oper~tionnl nrea. The siege wus finally 
broken on 15 August with the withdr~wc.l of tho Viet Cong regiment into 
Crunbodia.. Compo.ny A wns relecsed o.nd returned to Dnn Mc Thuoto 

On 24 August ele:r.i.cnts cf A Compc.ny, the 121st Avn Co, nnd the 501st 
hvn Co from Dien Hou, perfoIT.lod nn airlnnded nssa.ult in support of the 
23rd Inf Div for the purpose of clearing highway 21 from Dc.n Me Thuot to 
Nlm Tr.ng. Aircraft stngod from DQ.n Mo Thuot (Ea.st)· Airfield, c.nd lifted 
1257 troops of the Marine Tnsk Force (Ai~VN) in five lifts to n landing 
zone coord DQ120165. During tho lnst lift into the LZ, one UH-lD (A) of 
Co:r.i.pc.ny A experienced n low side governor failure nnd crashed into the 
trees in the vicinity of the LZ. TI1e crew wc.s cvucuntcd by UH-lD back to 
Dnn Mc Thuot. The nircrnft wo.s piloted by WO Phillip D. Pettit who 
was medically evacuated to the United Stntcs because of injuries. The 
nircrc.ft sustnined ~njor dnm..~ge. 

Close nir support clurine the opcrc..tion wns provided by four USAF 
AIE's. No hostile fire w~s recciv0G. Tho Mnrine Task Force was convoyed 
out of the operntioncl nrec. at the completion of the operation. During 
the entire operation, medical cvncuntion c.nc1 resupply aircra.ft were 
provided by Company A. 

Tho 2Gth of August mnrko<l the ru-~ssienmont of Conpany Ais Comnnnd­
ing Officer ns Executive Officer of the 52nd hvn ~n. In a brief change 
of cor.n-;ic.nd ccrenony nt :Con Mc Thuot, Mc.jar Fred T. Yru:ia.go.ta took command 
of Conpany il. Mnjor YOI!lngutn hnd been the Executive Officer of the 52nd 
Avn Dn for the po.st six nonths. 

On 5 Scptonber the first door gunner platoon completed its ninety 
dny nssi8nncnt nnd returned to the 25th Inf Div. They were rel~ived 
by 1st Lt Ju1thur J. Uyan c.nd his shotgun platoon. The nev platoon 
consisted of 3 NCO's o.nd 24 EM, nll were volunteers fron troops A, D 
and c, Jrd Sqdn, 4th Cav, 25th Inf Div. TI1c platoon was assigned TDY 
to Conpnny A for n period of 3 :r.i.onths. 

The 10th of Septenber no.rked tho beginning of n period of Conpnny A1s 
histo~y in ~mich the unit would be involvcc in mnjor operations in nll 
four Corps a.rc4s of Viet NOJil, in one thirty dny period. 

~!~O WVN <W"'l .<g 
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On 8 September, the unit wns ::i.lortec1 for movcnont to Quang.Ngo.i. 
Combined with clements of the 119th i~vn Co, Com~x· •. '.'ly A performed c.n nir­
lnnc1ec1 nssc.11J. t r.nd oxtrc.ction r;-,ission in fUPiX1rt of the 5th US Spc:c:~_nl 
Force>s G~~c-.1.po Fifty USSF o.c1v:i.[~ory po:rsonnol a.nc1 210 I~hVU l1irh:i:ri.1e 
R".1.nc;ers wore lifted frcn the stC'..eef:l.c1c1 n t Qunne Ngn.i to the lc.nding 
zone at coJrd LT137003 in one lift nnd later extracted in one lift fron 
the some i.Z. No hostile fire wn.s received. Close air support was 
provicfod by eig..h.t US~W AIE 1 s utilized for pre strike, and eight USiJ!' D-57 's 
were used :C'or u:ir cover. The mission wc.s cor.iplcted and Company A return­
ed to Don Mo Thuot. 

12 Soptcr;iber found Company A prcpnrine for movement to Saigon to 
work with the 145th Jivn Dn. The o:-iorn.t.ion involved lifting elements 
of the 173:1'.'d Airborne Drieude and tho IiD:!D.l Austrclinn Hcg:i..r:le~t into 
n..11 areo. 5 ki1.ar:1oters North of Den Cat. Si~~ air mobile companies plus 
Ai~ Force clo11onts were involved in the oporo.tion •. The opc:.."a.tion con­
sisted of unldng five lifts from :Cicn lion to an LZ North of Dien c~t. 
This o.:rca. was known as 11nn Zone end hncl long boen a. sanctutll'y for the 
Viet Cone. 

l.i.ftcr the first days opera ti on, Conpn.ny A returned to Snigon for 
the nieht •.r.l. th instructions to return to Phuoc Vinh by 150700 prepared 
to stuy in the field the remainder of the operation in direct support 
of the 1.nvN ldrborne Drien.cle. The Compnny rcma.ined a.t Phuoc Vinh 
throuch the 22nd of September when it wns directed to return to Saigon. 
Although tho Ccmpa.ny wns in direct support of the JJ'..VN Airborne Drigade 
it was frequently rec~llod to III Corps control to p...'U"ticipato in air­
lo.nded o.ssnults and extractions with the 145th hvn Dn. The Conpo.ny a.lso 
provided the 173rd Airborne Driea.de with n.ircraft for resupply, medica.l 
evacuation, a.nd smo.11 troop placements. Tho mo.jority of Company A's 
aircraft were flying an n.vernge of 4 to 8 hours a. do.y flying time during 
this period. On 28 September the Conpc.ny was released to return to 
Dan Mc Thuot. This had proved to be a. lonG throe day mission. 

Prior to this operation no friendly troops he.cl been in the c.ren for 
over fifteen yoa.rs. During the opcro.tion n 200 bed hospitnl o.nd supplies 
were found olone with an Dl!IJllUllition f~ctory a.nu tons of a.r.n::unitiono 
Heavily fortified bunkers and miles of tunnels were also f 0und in tho 
a.roo. alone with many tons of rice which was revoved or destroyed. This 
becc.rae tho first in a series of t10.jor operations throughout this nrca 
involving US troops. A COI:lpo.ny wo.s to return to this area many times. 
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STATISTICS OF QUAH'IEHLY O:l'EfJ,,TIONS 

1. Number of Sorties flow ciurine prcccoclin[~ quc.rtor: 7978 

2.., Nur.iber of Con.brtt sorties flmm r~urincr prccocclinp, qua.rtcr: ?522 

3. Number of flyin;:; hours flown c1urint; prccccc:.in(5 qua.rter: 4993 

4" Nt.lr.11~cr of pnssen~ers lifted durine prococdinE quc.rter: 8559 

5. Number of tons of cargo lifted during preceodine qum-ter: 204 

6. Number of aircraft struck by ground fire during preceeding quarter: 87 

/.L!l!leX A. 
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IBilIOD 1 OCT - 31 DEC 65 

This quarter has been hiehlichtcd by the n'..1~bcr of mo.jar opcro.t;i.ons 
in which Company A took p!:l.rt. Du:~·ing thiG qu.o:rkr th0 com~xm~r co:?.~.t:beod 
to opcrti.te not only in t'ho II Cor:;1 o.rc::t i:iut '.:1lm in tho III o.nd I\~ Corps 
nrea.s., These operations were :m_:_J.cston0.s in tho struec:lo 11r;::d.nnt th3 
Viet Cone. Such oporc.tions ~ .. r::::co t:10 1' lron Trio..nc;lo 11 operati.on, the 
Plei Mc Opera.tion, the Tuy Hoc. rice :;.m:vost oporn.tion, nnd, f:L."'lo.lly 
11 0perntion Dushwa.ckcr" involving clono:its of the 1st DiYision and the 
lOJst Airborne Drii;~dc in the o.reo. a.rcuncl tho Michelin rubber plo.nto.­
tion northwest of Snieon. 

Other events durine this period were tho rc[~ssicnment of two 
compo.ny commc.ndcrs, the rotation of our la.st 11SlJ.oteun" platoon, o.nd 
tho rcdesicnation of Company 11, o.s the 155-Ch Avio.tion Compnny (Airmobile 
licht). 

EVEN'IS !.ND ornru~TI ONS 

On 6 October Company A wo.s alerted for novcment- to So.icon, to be 
o.ttnched to tho 145th hvn Da.ttnlion. Tho operc.tion involved lifting 
elements of the 173rd Airborne Drigo.de by ~enns of five airmobilc 
companies into two lnnc.1ini:; zones, in the infnnous 11 Iron Trianglen 
thirty kilometers north of Snicon. The Iron Tria.ncle ho.d, for more tho.n 
15 yea.rs, been o. well known communist ennctuc.ry. The initia.l operation 
wa.s conducted by ma.kine a troop lift into a secured lo.ndin[', zone to net 
as n blockine force for the mobile elenents which were lruided, in four 
lifts, in nn LZ twelve kilometers to the west. The area had been 
prestrtlck by Air Force D-52's six hours prior to the asscult and F-100 1s 
o.lone with o.rtillery of the 173rd Drieo.de were used to prestrike the 
lnncline zone. 

As the 173rd swept through tho Iron Triangle they encountered few 
Viet Cong but found lc.rce stores of supplies, includine enough rice 
to feed n VC rerriment for four nonths. They also uncovered fresh 
evidence of tho Col!ll!lunist's lone fruned trcnchinG arts: tunnels up 
to 40 feet deep o.nd several hundred ynrc~s long, with qngled corridors 
and enlleries to reduce blast effects, nir vents and eraerGency exits. 
Weapons of a.11 makes nnd calibres were found alone with on nbundnnce of 
o.r.mmni tion, mines o.nd grena.des., Sufficient medical supplies to establish 
a field hospital were found and recovered by the ground troops. 

Upon release from support of the l?Jrd Airborne Drigade, the comp:iny 
moved even fnrtber south to join with the 13th Avn Dn. At 1200 hours 
the 9th of October, Company A closed at Soc Trang, home of the 12lst 
Avn Co and Compc.ny A of the 50lst Avn Dn. This operation on the Delta. 
involved lifting elements of the 9th o.nd 27th Af..VN Division from 
Vi Thanh (Coord Wh550830) into two landing zones. A total of three 
lifts were mo.de into the areas lifting approximately 1200 troops. 
Moderate ground fire was received in both LZ's, but no aircraft were 
druno.ged. At 1200 hours 10 October the Conpo.ny was released, and returned 
to Dc.n Me Thuot. 

After nrriving nt Do.n Me Thuot the Company settled down for n well 
earned rest. This period of rest was short lived howcYer: for at Z200 
hours the evening of the 10th the company wa.s alerted for movement to 
Tuy Hon to support o. rice harvest operation. With thirteen troop 
co.:rriers and si:c a.med helicopters, the compnny depnrted Do.n Me Thuot 
nn<l closed o.t Tuy Hoo. at 1540 hours. Prcpo.rations were oode for D. 

throe eo.y stny a.t the Tuy Hon North Airfield4 The operation to secure 
the fri.11 rice hnrvest in the Tuy Hoa. valley involved a. four lift 
mo·;ome:nt of n rmneu~rnr force of the 47th HegiI!lcnt (Lf•VN) in tho morning 
· nnd a. two lift noven:mt of a. blocking force in the c.ftarnoon,, DU!'ing 
th:3 naming lif... one a.med helicopter oxper:i.encod o. pro:rnn t 1.ire rocket 
explosion co.usir;g extensive strl1.ctural dei.::.i1.'.:'.ge to the a.ircro.ft nnd badly 
W•Ju~10.:!.ng I'FC Willinrn Ables who wa.s evncunted to Nha. Trang o.nd the 
TTn-l teli S't<."l.tcs. 
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At 1130 hours this snr,10 dc..y a 11Hi>.YDAY" cc..11 wc..s received fron rut 
A-lE which hr..d been flying ::-.ir cover for the opor~ttion. The /-..IE ho.d 
suffered elevator control failure on a. strafing run and the pilot was 
forced to bail out nt sen. A sto.geconch UH-lD crewed by Cnptnin 
Leonard L. Doswell nnd CWO Charles Gibson rescued the pilot frcm an 
extremely rough sen. 

Tho following morning Company A pcrfonned two more lifts with the 
47th nogiment l'.nd wns roleo.sed to return to Dnn Me Thuot. 

On 20 October Company A dcpnrted Dan Me Thuot enroute to Phu Cnt for 
n ten day operation. Dec~use of bnd weather the company diverted to 
Pleiktl for tho night. Upon nrrivnl the company was told to off lond all 
field sear nnd stand by for n possible lift into the Special Forces Camp 
nt Plei Mo. This nnrked the beginning of the largest nttnck ever 
lnunchod by tho Viet Cong and enc of the most difficult support missions 
nny cl.rmobilc compa.ny evor completed. For the first fivo da.ys, A Company 
wa.s tho only airmobilo compnny nvo.ilnble for support. 

Tho comp hnc.1 been ntmckcd by an estimated Viet Cong regiment 
during the night. Shortly ofter day break, it nppea.red that the v.c. 
had broken contact nnd retired• Two medical evacuation helicopters 
of the 498th Medical Compnny with two armed escorts from the 119th 
Avn Co were launched t<? recover the dead and wounded from the ca.mp. 
During the mission the D.ircra.ft received heavy nutomo.tic weapons fire 
up to calibre .50 size. One of tho escort gunships wns hit and era.shed 
in flames just outside the southwest perimeter of the crunp. 

On the nornine of 21 Oct, Company A Wt'.s ca.lied on to lift 240 ARVN 
Airborne Hangers from COlllp Hollowny to ml LZ four kilometers north of the 
besieged CD.l!lp. Durine the reconnnisso.nce of the LZ one UH-lD (arined) 
of Company A suffered mecho.nicnl failure which resulted in separation 
of the I:ltl.in rotor from the nircro.ft nt 2000 feet nbsolute ol.titude. 
The helicopter era.shed nnd exploded on imp..~ct. Tho aircro.ft wo.s 
conm..'Ulded by l/Lt Heu-old A. I'roisendefer nnd piloted by WO Joseph s. 
Huwyler, crewhiof ond gunner were SP/5 Willi0r.1 J. Johnson and I'FC 
Michael E. Do.vis. This crew ws the first lost by Company A in the 
Republic of Vietnam. 

About r.dd-morning on the 22nd of October, four UH-l.D 1s (o.rmcd) of 
Conpany l:i. were dispatched to escort a VNl..F CH-34 in c. rescue o.ttcmpt 
for a downed AIE pilot. 'lbe CH-34 did not o.ttempt the pilot pickup, 
because of tho ground fire in the nrea. l/Lt Edward T. Pledger of 
Conpo.ny A salvoed the rockets from the armed helicopter he was flying 
o.nd accomplished the pick-up. -

Later in the day a second rescue attempt was mo.de for another 
downed Air Force pilot in tho vicinity of l'lei Me. This rescue attempt 
had to be a.bortod due to heavy a.utomo.tic weapons ground fire and darlmess. 
The rescue was effected the next morninr; 'When four UH-1D 1s (a.rmed) of 
Company A escorted an Air Forco CH-34 into the era.sh site~ 

On 24 October the 52d Avn Dn wo.s given the mission of deploying 
400 AilVN soldiers of the 22nd Ranger Datta.lion nlong the routo of on 
Armed Task Force enroute to relieve the besieged camp. The troops 
were 'to secure likely ambush sites o.long the intended route of the 
Tnsk Force. Durine tho lirt one helicopter struck stumps in the LZ 
and wns destroyed with no injuries. 

Monday, the 25th, found Company A and the 119th Avn Co, assisting 
the 1st Dde, 1st Air Cnv Div, in a troop placement from Camp Hollowny 
to areo.s around the Plei Me Specio.l Forces Camp. 
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On the 28th, elements of Company h and the 119th extracted the 
42nd Jdrbornc fomgcr Com:x:my (l~I•VN) from J:'J.ci Me to the Uew i°'leilm 
l.i.irfield mc.rking the c:nd of ono of the bloor.!:~':;st ba.ttles of the wa.r 
in Vietnam., i'ost opera cion intell:..gcn::e i:~.6iczi.+.c'.3 that p:;_ei Mr:i wn.s 
staged by the Viet Cong with c.. prirria.:r:y purpo::;e oi' killing n.iz-cra.ft0 

Following the siege of Plei Me the US First Cavalry Division 
relentlessly pursued the Viet Cong until in Io. Drc..ng va.lley "Cho.rlie" 
stopped to do pitched battle. About this bn.ttle, Newsweek Magazine 
said, "In its bloodiest week to date, the fighting in Vietnam reached 
a pitch of savage intensity that US troops hnd not experienced since 
Koren. Among other honors of war, Connnunist troops impaled captured 
South Vietnmnese soldiers on stakes. Wounded US troops were shot down, 
their comrades, enraged, shot some north Vietnamese prisoners out of 
hnnd. The bitterest battle wns in the shell scarred Ia Drang valley, 
near the Cambodian border, where US troops reported that they killed 
perhaps 1,500 conunun1sts during the entire engagement. In the same 
aren, a battalion of the US First Ca.vo.lry Division, was ambushed, and 
one company virtunlly c.nnihila.ted. Toto.! estima.ted·US killed in the 
Ia Drang fighting wns 175." 

11At Plei Me o.nd In. Drn.rig, the US Forces no longer fought Viet Cong 
Geurillo.s in their bla.ck pa.jnma.s but rnther faced the ?eople Army of 
Vietnam in steel helr.lots and full battle ge~r. 11 

On 18 November the 52d Avn Dn o.enin joined forces with the 1st 
Air Cnv Div, in operutions in the Ia. Dra.ng valley. The largest 
single operation of the yenr. The 119th Avn Co, Company A, and elements 
of the 1st Air Cav Div transported 2500 II Corps (ARVN) troops from 
Due Co Airfield into the valley a.s a. blocking force. The 11.RVN unit 
wns lifted into an area which was located between the retreating 
Viet Cong and the Conbodian border. This final assault on 18 November 
was the last operation in which Company A was involved in the Plei Me, 
In Dra.ng area., The Viet Cong retreated piece-meal a.cross the Crunbodian 
border the battle ended. 

In Saigon, General Willic.m c. Westmoreland proclaimed the Ia. Drang 
action an unprecedented victory. US ca.sun.lties were "heavier than in 
o.ny previous engagenent, but small by conparison with the eneny. 11 

On 1-2 November, between major missions in the Plei Me, Ia Dro.ng 
operation the 52nd Avn Dn supported operntion Quyet Tho.ng 172 at Tuy­
Hoa, Company .h, the 119th Avn Co and the Marine Helicopter Company 
from Qui Nhon conducted a.n operr.tion in support of the 22nd Inf Div 
(ARVN) in a.n operation to a.go.in secure the rice rich Tuy Hoa valley. 
A total of 720 troops were moved in three lifts, under low ceilings 
and with poor visibility. The USJ~ provided a forty five minute 
prestrike on the landing zone.. Ono IDI-lD (Armed) was struck by 
ground fire but recovered to the sta.ge field with no further incident. 

On 7 November a second air landed nssnult wa.s conducted. The 
operation involved ~ir landed two battalions of th? 47th Inf regt? 
and two ba.tta.lions of the ldrborne Ta.sk Force. This was n four lift 
oper~tion delayed for more than a.n hour between tho second a.nd third 
lift8 bcc~~so of weather. From Tuy Hoa., tho 52nd 1vn Ln moved to 
Due My in AUp]_X)rt of the JdNN artillery school in o. combined o.rms 
denonstration. Company A provided thirteen UH-1D 1s a.nd six UH-lD's 
(Armed). The 119th provided twelve UH-1D 1s (transport helicopters) 
and siX UH-lD's (a.rmed) for the demonstration. All air movements, 
.hir Force a.nd a.rtj_llery fires were preplanned and coordinated by. the 
Due My Training Center Advisory Team. As pa.rt of the demon~tra.tion, 
n totnl of 546 troops were lifted on an nir landed nssnult l.Ilto nrult­
iple LZs. The q~monstra.tion run smoothly a.nd was n great success. 
Attending the dC; .. 1onstrntion were two hundred high ranking observes 
hended by Gcncrnl Willinm c. Westnorclnnd. 
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On 15 November, Major Fred T. Yrunagc.tc. was eva.cuntod to the 
United States because of illness. Captain Jo.mes Napier who had been 
Compqny Executive Officer, assumed coEl!llllld. of Company 11. / 

Thanksgiving Do.y found Company A in Do.n Me Thuot, celebrating 
the holiday with an airlnnded assault and a large turkey dinner. 
Three hundred o.nd forty CIDG troops were l!.ir lifted from Duon En Yang 
Specio.l Forces Camp to en LZ five kilometers to the west. Following 
the asso.ult, the company hosted 12 members of' the local missionary 
group a.t o. turkey dinner. 

On 28 November Company A received officaJ. notice that it was 
being redesigna.ted, Headquarters USARV, General Order No. 1677; dated 
20 November, directed tho.t Compo.ny A would become the 155th Aviation' 
Company (liML) and that Compo.ny ~ 1st ~viation Do.ttalion would return 
to the 1st Inf Div which had recently arrived in the Republic of 
Vietnom. The former 155th li.vn Co. was assigned to the 1st Inf Div 
as Company A, 1st avn Dn upon arrival froo Korea. 

I 
, I 

The 30th of November snw the departure of 1 Lt Arthur Rynp and 
six members of the shot gun platoon. The unit ho.d been notiffed 
earlier in the month thnt it would be the last unit to be assfgned 
on n TDY basis. Nineteen meinbers of the platoon chose to remain 
a.a members of the 155th Aviation Company (!ML) when they were given 
the option of extending their 90 do.y TDY to a full yea~ assignment. 

On 29 November the 155th was placed on n four hour c.lert for 
movement with twelve troop carriers and five armed helicopters to 
Dien Hoo. to report to the 118th Avn Co for o.pproximo.tely ten days. 
Deco.use of bad weather between Dnn Me Thuot. and Dien Hoa the Company 
was u.~able to depart until 1100 hours on the 30th. 

Upon arrival at Dien Hoo., Captain No.pier was inforoed that the 
155th would be world.ng under the operational control of the 1st Avn 
Dn. After refueling, ·a troop lift of three hundred o.n::1 sixty_ men was 
made by the company froJ!l Lien Hoa to Tay Ninh. Upon completion of 
the· troop lift; the compc.ny recovered to r.ien Hoa, and was directed 
by III Corps, through the 1st Avn Dn, to nova to Phu Loi where the 
1st Avn Dn was to provide mess and billeting facilities. Through 
16 December, working on a day to day basis, Stagecoach sup:ported, 
variously, the 10th Inf' Div (.l&VN), Specio.1 Forces Camps, 1st Inf 
Div, 101st AD Drigade o.nd III Corps Headquarters. The majority of' 
effort expended during this period was in support of operations 
Dushwacher I and II, in the ~rune area in which the company had operated 
two months earliero r; , . 

'•, ·' 

These current operations were partially ns o. result of elements 
'of the 7th Inf Reet (li.RVN) being overrun near the abandoned Michelin 
Rubber Plantation near Tuy Ninh. 

. 11There was ~ighting in plenty, arounc the huge abandoned Michelin 
Rubber Plantation near D~u Tieng, so:rae 40 !Jiles northwest of Snigon, 
when two battalions hit ell four sides of a government encanpment on 
Dute Palm Hill, the South Vietnamese def enders hurled them back in 
vicious hand to hand combat, taking a heo.vy toll in communist lives. 

nnut the Viet Cong were hardly crusha:l. When the men cf South 
Vietnam 1 s 7th R.egir.lent lined up abreast for a sweep through the plan-. 
to.tion, the reds attn.eked through the trees in human wc.ves. 11We 1re 
folding upu ra.dioed the senior US Advisor o.s the communists engulfed 
his position. Soon he was dead, nl6nc with much of the rest of the 
regi.I!lent in the most so.vo.ge communist atteck of the war. Dut the 
South Vietnamese had fought to the lo.st bullet", is how the Time 
Magazine described the initial contact. 



• • 
On 15 December, the 155th wo.s directed by S-.3. 1st 1~ ~ to mve 

to Dien Tre. The unit . closad a·t Dien ~ !"3 with tc:i ·h"'Jnp ct:..rrier~, and 
four a.med helicopters. This. :mit operc.i:ied with the 13th ~vnDn in 
support of the 7th Ir.£ Div (ls.RV!·:) lifti.."lg two bo.tt:illo:::is :L."l a c01:1bat 
a.sso:t.i.l::o Two addi tic.:lc.l ~!ltto.lions ws::-a then moved on ::. -~ r·::>Cl) plc.ce- · 
r.ia~t. .:lission and the cr:!.rzinc.l tt-10 bo.tt:.licns ware c::-..-t!'nc"i:·:·~ to 'i".b~ir 
s"'.;:i.~;i.!~g c..reas . in a 1:usy d.o.y which saw -t:ie equ:i:\'illent of 5 j ;: bi:. t~ lions 
tic7ed-~ The U.."!it ·was re~!.eo.sed by the 13th A.;~;.1 tn a:t 1730 !:~i:rs a.nd ·. 
returnee. to Phu Loi \.:here it ws relea.sed by the 1st 1tim :nc The company 
closed ct Den Me Thuot on 17 December f~r c. brief respite. 

While c.t Phu Loi, Mc.jar Joseph L • .Po.rlas Jr. became comr..c...."l~,g officer 
of tr..e 155th .8.vn Co. l·~jor Po.rlns had just completed cigb.t.ee!'l months 
grou.11:1 duty with the 1st Cav Div. Major Jcmes W. No.piE:>l' I.II bcc!l!!lt~ 
S-4, 52-:d .frvn tn. 

Between 17 Cllld 31 Decenber the 155th reverted to its role in sup­
port ·of the 23rd Inf Div (.AHVN) o During this period se~n ·coi:lbo:c as­
sault :c.issions were flown in support of the 23rd Inf Div t.nd loco.l 
CIDG uz-...:.ts.' ' 

Cr..z-istmo.s Dny found the 155th ta.ki~g o. well deserved rs~t·at Dan 
Me Thuc~.. '.I:he good old fashioned Christmas spi.~i t wo int.:.?r!"J.pted for 
only o. ~rio!' period on CbTistmas Eve when o. sig1·.t·ing on t!:e peri...meter 
fence sent eJ.1 personnel sc:cmbling for their bu.."lker~o 

To roui1d out the yeur, elements of the 155th a."'ld tr.e ll9~i:.h Avn 
· Cots uti ii 2ied 21 troop carriers a.nd twel·~e o.rned heJ.ioop'GAr3, to o.irlift 

11.~·5 C:C::0 ·!:;roopa froo Duon Ee.' Yang USSF Ca.i::ip, in o.n effort t~ des~:ro'y 
a iJC 'I'raini.llg Comp. The opera.tion was.conducted in three lifts and 
enemy g-.:ound fire was recei"'1ed 0 Three were no hits or co.sualties in 
either "..Ulit du_"'izlg the operation. 

The end of the yee.r brought to a close a period. of time for which 
mel:lbers of tbe 155th nnd attachments can be proudo A period du..-ing 
which ill four corps c.rea.s of Vietnam were supported by the 8tn.gc.:coo.ch 
in a. hig..ltl.y profeesicnn.J. mo.nner .. 


