HISTORY OF THE 1

|

FTA o0 VYN TR 48

FRTl G oy
(3141SSY19=d

STAGECOACH

SIAIRDUY TYHOILYN FHL 1V Q3ONACUJII

55TH AVIATICN COMPANY (AML)

/965



PREFACE

This is the history of the 155th Avn Co (AML), a unit which is a
compound product of mod-rn acronautical technology and the traditicns
of the Urited States fiviny, The company originated, at greatly reduced
strensth, at Fort Riley, Kansas, upon the roorganlzatlon of the 1st
Infontey Division under the ROAD concept, The Company was then A Comp-
any, 1lst Aviation Battalion, lst Infantry Diviseion, As such it took
porh in the US Air Force INDIAN RIVER Ixcrciscs and in the US Strike
Comnnnd Operation GOLDFIRE I, And as such, it prepared for and moved
to the Heiablic of Viet Nam. It is during the preparation for this
novenent that this history begins.

This history is a contemporary account of cvents in the 155th Avn
Co, It hns bcnn pronﬂrcd fron opcraticns orders, after action reports,
dnily actirity sovoris, oye witness cecounts and inforoal porsonal
intcrviews, uJN Togoriline RIn connary,  She roosnding of events is
teinz dono by clancar quartaers to Incilitate conpitation ard distri-
bution to menbers of the corjmy Juring thcir tour in Viet Nam. The
receunting of events is as objicetive ‘as possible with the observing,
rezording and crroniecling all being donc by tliose who also are respon-
sible for accorplishing the assigned miscions. This history was
organized and initiatcd by Captain John A, Geurin who joined this organ-
iznition as a member of its advanced party in Don Me Thuot,

It is ny privilege to cormand this diverse organization of sone
three hundred officers and mcn, at the hcart of which is the 155th
Avn Co, at the time this is written., I salute those men - mechanics,
cooks, cleris, security guards, cormunications, necdics, aircrewnen -
for whon and abou® whon this is written.

7N C
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ﬂlrp I. PAPLAS JR.
slojors Infantry ~
Cormanding

BAN ME THUOT, RVN

24 Feb 66

447% %9120 VYN [T Ag |
77 SEC AN Ruogny
a31H41SSv19:=g

SIAIHOMY TVNOILYN THL Ly d30NUouU3Y



TLBIE OF COMTENTS
.I., Mission and Crganization
II. Regional Analyais
1. Terrain
2, Vcather
2, Indigenous population
ITI, Significant cvents and Operations (Period 18 Marech - 30 Jun)
L, Lvcnts and Cperations
s Preparciion for Movenent
2, Mowvenent
3. DERCS exchange
4e Quolificcation and Training
5. hrrival of lst "Shotgun" Platoon
6. Dong Xoai Opcration
B. finnexes
1, Officers rencining with Conmpany 4 (Annex A)
2, Advance Party for Company L (linnex B)
3. Statistics of quarterly operations (innex C)
IV. Significant Events and Operations (Pericd 1 July - 30 Sep)
L, General
B. Events and Operations
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TLBLE OF CONTENTS (CONTINUED)
V. Significant Events and Operations (Period 1 Oct - 31 Dec)
A, General
B. Events and Operations
1. Iron Triangle Operation
2. Plei Me -~ Ia Drang Valley Operation
3. Tuy Hoa Operation
4e Michelin Plantation Operation Bushwhacker I & II
5. Bien Tre Operation
6., Duon E!' Yang
MISSICN: Thé nissicn of the 155th fLivn Co is to provide tactical air
novenent of combat troops in airmobile operations and to
provide tactical air movement of combat supplies and equip-

nent within the combat zonec,

ORGANIZATION: The 155th Avn Co is organized under TCE 1-77E and has
the following units attached:

165th Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field
Maintenance)

8th Medical Detachment

208th Signal Detachrient (RADIED) (AVIONICS)‘
255th Quarternaster Detachment (POL)
#527) Quartermaster Detachment (POL)
#88th Military Police Detachment (K-9)

¥ Attached for administration and logistics only
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ITI. Regional Analysis
A, Torrain

1. The II Corps Tactical Zone, in which Ban Me Thuot is
located and in which the 155ih Lvn renders the majority of its support,
covers an area of 32,725 squarc miles cr 49% of the land area of South
Vietnam. It3 western border is 342 miles long and in common with Laos,
in the northern portion of Kentum Province, Cambodia and III Corps
Tactical Zonc., The eastera border is approximately 400 miles of coast-
line with the South China Sen, The arca is 40 niles wide in the North
and 342 nilcs wide in the South, This area is politically divided into
the Provinces of Kontum, Dinh Dinh, Pleiku, Phu Don and Phu Yen in the
22d Division Tactical 4rcn ond Darlac, Khanh Hoa, Quang Due, Tuyen Duc,
Ninh Thuan, Lam Dong and Uinh Thuan in the 23d DTA, Geographically,
this area nay be divided into three major arcas,

a. The coastal plain is a narrow strip of long, flat,
often marshy terrain not nore than twenty niles wide from the sea
inland, This avea is formed by a serics of numerous river deltas
interrupted by roclky ridge lines running steeply to the sea. This
area is almost entirely under cultivation with four rice crops yearly,

b, The nountain resicn extends from north to south aimost
the entire length or the IT Corps Tacticei Zone, Elevations range fron
3,000 to 8,000 feet vwiuh the castern slopes quite steep and the western,
nore gradual, Iinin forasts cover three quarters of this area with nost
of the remcinder covercst with open diciduous growth, Cultivation is
linited to smu!l clenred arcas on rclatively flat land, Flying in this
area is very hazardous with forced landing areas practically non-exist-
ent, ceilings frequently very low and winds unpredictable,

c. The plateau repgion is located west of the mountains and
is comprised of the Forium Plateau in the North and the Darlac Plateau
to the South, This rerion has alfitudes rangine from 1,000 - 3,000
feet with gently roliing hills and rnrh open orco, VWhere the soil is
not under cultivation, o {thick growitn of grass to a height of eight
to ten feet covers the ground, Whore adequate drainage is provided,
this area will support four vegetable crops yearly.

2. The principal citics of this area are rhan Thiet, Phan
Rang, Nha Trang and Qui thon on the coastal plain; Dalat in the mountains
end Dan Me Thuot, Pleiku and Kontum on the plateaus, The major routes
of this erea are:

a, Route #1: Saigon - Danang (Coastal Route throughout
this area)

b. Loute #11: Dalat - Phan Lang
c. Route #14: Saigon - Ban Me Thuot - Pleilku - Kontum
d. Route #19: Pleiku = Qui Nhon
e, Route #20: Saigon - Dalat
f. Route #21: Dan Me Thuot - Nha Trang
The republic's major rail line parallcls Route #1 along its entire
length with one spur line from Than Rang to Dalat. The emerging log~

istical and communications complex of Cam Ranh Day is located between
Phan [ang and Nha Trang.
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B, Weather

1. Weather throupghlut this area can be divided into
the summer monsoon, June throuvch Septorber, and the winter mensocon,
Novenber *throurh Apy: th “he nmonilis of May and October as periods
of *rangiltion, Duriaz the simmer monsoon the wind is soutnwc:tc11y
ccusing oloud buildiuns on tne westerin slopes of thie mountoins, This
reenifs in o rainy scascn for the plntbnus and mountaineous areas
during the swmer monins while the coastcl provineces have clear ckies
and pgood flying weatker, The winter monsoon biingcs a northeasteriy
fiow with conditions reverscd, The coastal provinces of Birh Thuan
and Ninh Thuan are 1ittlic effected by either monsoon and have generally
clecar wcather the year arouad,

2. Avcrage rainfzll in the mountain and plateau areas is
90 inches and on the coastal plain, &7 inches, The tenperatures on the
coastal plain range from the mid-70s to the high 80s during the reoiny
scason and 1ow 802 *te hirh 90s during the dry scason, The nountzins
and platenus expericnce torperatvves from the mid-60s to the low 8Us
during the Jry scason and hirh 60s to mid-80s Aduring the wet season,
Winds are noeaaily pusiy at 10-15 krots with velocity inecreasing with
eititude, Suriuce winds up to 25 knots arc frequently encountered,

c. Indigenous Topulation

1. The II CTZ has a population of approximately 2.5

nillion people or just over 20% of the population of the Republic

of Vict Nam, The najority of this popnlnation is located along the
coastal piain in the vicinity cof the coastal cities, The majority of
tnose pecopic arc Viectnomese of Chinesce extraction,

2. The mountain and plateau rerions are inhabited chiefly
by Montagnard tribcsnen who are, ethnically, the only native Vietncmese,
There are thirty-uiae major tribes and same 150 subordinate tribal
groups of these people living in the hifhionds of Vietnan, Conbodia and
Laos. Dan Me Thuo', is the traditicnal capitol of thwwse people. The
IT Corps arca is inhabited by 500,0C0 of these peoplc. The largest
tribe in this rcpion is the Rade whose influcnce cxtends from Kontum
to Dan Me Thuot,
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CEERARLTION POR MDY

On 18 March 1945, Hendquarioes, lst Infontry Division, alerted
the 1st Avintion Lien o prerare the Adrmonile Gempony (ompony A)
comry Lowas to be the meder uni* o an

for derleoymont wn URAINAT,  Oc :

ai;mvhimv Tocke s an “bile company, field mointcenance
d nent, siinn ] 3. detocis »_cn*; it total

s 511 to be 16 T rs, and enlisitcd men,

on 18 and 19 M~reh personnel were soloehed for avsismment to the
: Vie)

packeh foon Port Dilov roscurcls and "1 chortare repcvhed
Fitth Army Headmnricrs,  TOR peossssing buzin oy personnei at Tort
Ritoy e 9 Harsh and continoerd Jhrough 21 Merch, None of the officers

scloeted te cormand any of the detachments nor the selected company
coneander for Company 4, were at Fort lidley at the beginning of +the
POU processing, .

n 24 Mar-h, the movement directive wns received confirming a
surfoce mova of anwemod Tron Tost Liley we an wspeciiicd desnination,
Tha reoguu . Coand eulinent to cceoonpony individesis was
i Tine,  Tis rotuilad in hoving to corntacd all personnel
wiolle on lecave to amund personal cquipment and uniform reguirencnts,

The movercnt dircctive spceified that all personnel involved in
the move would receiva 15 dors leave prior to departure, This direc-
tive was reinforecd by thn ciyreased decires of the Cormanding General,

i g the per=sonncl on station
wora toliongod on oL vitly pest univs and
tac Ise wrictior , personunci to assist in completing
LU, The properir Lok oflficos; 3ULWIy suriennt, and several key
personnel of tne packet were retainced ot Fort Ldiley to supervise
this preparation and conscjuently rccceived no leave,

Fovt Diley, »nd

D)

Dy 26 March the bmvllmrnt readiness date had becn established

Loand 0 dsndl7ee o con "otc ioene of 2t L sarplies and equip-
Lt ol shed as 2106 L Tae renlincss date was
fote od on 7 oLinrilooand thon 3oLl Lhen’ was suill being
iczund w0 Yhe pucket om the alterncon of 3 [y »ll, soveral hours after
raxi londing wos to have becn completed, As o result, supplementary
shipment was prepared which departed Fort Iidley on 5 Ajril.

Cy midnirht on 8 Lpril all ncwly assipgnced personnel and personnel
en lcave were at Fort Riley. Arrangements had been made for trans—
portation, billeting and messing of all personnel until departure,

On 9 and 10 April new personnel were IOl checked and irmunization

and physical rcquirements completed for many who had not been properly
processed at their prior stations, Sevcral personnel changes necessit-
ated by unfulfillcd POR requirements were made on 9 and 10 April
resulting in the establishrent of a rear detachment,

By 9 April transportation arrangements were firm and manifests
wvere preparcd. The packet departed by air in threc groups from
Kansas City and Manhattan airports early on the morning of 11 April,
arriving at San Diego Naval Air Station on the same day, Personnel
were transported directly from the aircraft to the USS IWO JIMA,

Sunday 11 April was spent by Major De Loach in conference with
the ships! crew on administrative matters and coordinating manifests
of persomnel and cquipment, At this time it was discovered that several
errors had been made in shipping and much of the equipment previously
desipnated to cccompany the troops had been shipped to Oakland Army
Terminal. Included in this cquipment was most of the special theater
clothing and eq.ipment issued to thc unit,
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MOVEMENT

At 0900 hours Monday, 12 April, the USS IWO JIMA sailed with
254 Officers and men from Fort Rilcy, along with two other packets
of similar sizc froem Fort Tragg and Fort Campbell, These units were
A Company, 10lst LAvn Dn and A Cormpany, 82d Avn Dn. On board in ad-
dition to each units cquipment were 77 unassigned UH-1D helicopters,
and 9 conex containers with replacement parts,

On 17 April 1965 the USS IWO JIMA docked at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
for four hours and took aboard a liaison officer from US Army Support
Command, Vietnam, rearl Harbor was the last land seen until the ships
arrival at Vung Tau (Cape St., Jacques), LVN, on 1 May 1965, During
tronsit, oricntations were held for personncl and unit commanders
were informed of their ultimate destinations. 1Ilans for debarkation
and movement to destinations were disseminated and subsequently changed
because of crowded port conditions necessitating early movement to
destinations,

In the abscnce of any instructions from the receiving command, the
senior officer dirccted that the 77 aircraft be assigned to the three
packets by tail number in order to facilitate control. It was believed
at the time the aircraft would ke flown off the ship, inspected for
safety of flirht at Vung Tou, and proceed to destination. On 28 Lpril
processing bepan on the 77 aircraft, and by 1800 hours on 30 April all
aircraft except two had becen released for flight., Messages were ex-
changed between the ship and US Army Support Cormand, Vietnam confirm-
ing arrival date and time and procedurcs for flying airceraft off the ship,

Lt 0620 honrs 1 May 1965 the first aircraft was launched from the
USS IWO JEI. from about 25 miles at sea, The aircraft was piloted by
1st Lt Edward T, Fledger and co-pilot by WO William Crothers, both of
Company A, 1st Aviation Dattalion, Thereaftsr ships were launched
periodically until approximotely 1100 hours when the last aircraft,
including the two requiring further maintenance, had been launched,

Upon arriving at Vung Tau the packet commenders reccived instruc-
tions as to movement of their units to final destinations. Company 4,
1st Aviation Dattalion moved cn masse, less crewchiefs, to Dan Me Thuot
on C-122 aircraft, closing at approximately 1545 hours 1 May 1965,

The unit was met at Dan Me Thuot by Lt Col Delbert Townsend, Commanding
Officer, 52d Aviation Dattalion, and the units' advanced party which
had been in country approximately 10 days., Rations, tents, and other
ninimm essentials were on hand at Dan Me Thuot to sustain the unit

for the first several days. There were, however, no medical supplies
and no supply of potable water,

On 3 May aviators returncd to Vung Tau to pick up the unit's
aircraft, and crewchicfs, One aircraft had been reassigned by US
Army Support Cormand as a maintenance float, leaving the unit with
2/, UH-1D!s,

Vehicles and cquipment were duc to Le shipped to Nha Trang by
LST and then moved overland to Dan Me Thuot., The first equipment,
four concx containers, arrived on 10 May 1965 with the first 10
vehicles on 15 May. Dy 26 May all the units equipment had arrived
except two 2% ton trucks and several trailers, Vechicles were moved
in three groups by Vietnamese drivers,

The remainder of May was spent preparing the unit for an oper-
ational readincss date of 1 June, Weapon kits werc installed on 9
Ull-1D aircraft (Previously cxchanged for 8 UH-1D!'s); and protectivo
armement kits were installed on 16 UH-1D aircraft,
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On 7 May aviators from the 52n® Airlift Platoon, the 117th Avn
Company and the 119th fLwvn Co arrived at Dan Me Thuot for & personnel
exchange with Company 4 te staer datcs of rotation, Of the officers
and Warrant Officers arriving in the oririnal packet, only 14 rcemained
with the compony after the cxchanpe, The exchange was made on a man
for mon bosis with the various units of the Dettalicen, Enlisted
personnel of all 4 {rades werc also cxchanged,

Ls o rcesult of the DELGS exchanrme, an intense training prorsram was
established by the Company in an cffort tc qualify the new aviators in
the UH-1D helicopter, PYlatoon and company training in formation flying,
eaple flirhts and company sized airmobilc assaults were greatiy emphasized,

20 May eaw the arrival of Company L's first Yshot pun" (Door Gunner)
platoon cormanded by 1lst Lt William J, Tracz, The platoon was made up
of voluntecrs from units of the 25th Inf Div, The unit was TDY to
Company & for a period of 3 months, Their duty was that of helicopter
door gunners while curmenting the company's sccurity force,

The unit was Jdecleared operationally ready on 1 June and began
operations on that day. In its first month of operation Company A
conducted six company size operations in support of the 23d Division,

During the last week of May the company received its designation
of "Stape Coach®™ with "Falcon" for the armed platoon, During the next
yeer, these call sirns werc to become fanmiliar in 21l four corps areas
of Vietnam, :
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CFFICELS IEMAINING WITH COMPANY A

Major William W, DcLoach 067668
Capt, Charles T, Gilmer 04058567
Capt, Leon E, Curry 05306680
Capt, Anthony P, Di Denedctto 02306594
Capt. Lecnard L. Doswell 078572
1/Lt Ecward T, Pledger 05411943
1/Lt Robert C, Elwell 050179¢3
CWO Williem H. Goldman W2207733
CWO Glen W. Mantooth W2206470
CWo William H, Cleary W3150348
CWO  James L, Stallard W3150506
W0  Charles W, Millard W31507C
CWO William J. Ficlds W3151037
CWO Carl T, Sypniewski W3430112
Annex A,
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STATISTICS COF QUARTENLY OvELLTIONS
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1., DNumber of Sortiecs flown Jdurine preccding; quoarter:
2. Number of Combat sortics flown during preceding quarter:
3, Number of flying hours flown during preccding queorter:
be Mumber of passengers lifted during preceding quarter:
5. DNumbcr of tons of corgo lifted during preceding quarter:
6. Number of aircraft receiving hits during preceding quarter:
Annex C,
ﬂ;fj}j 980 VYN T A

SIAIHOUY TWNOILYN FHL LV d3aoNQoYd3Y

4026
RG24

12905 hrs

2’)".")

e



IR 20 VewN ~Trr Ag |

FhSEL SO Ruowny
03118Sy193@

STLGECOALCH

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
AND
OPERATIONS

PERIOD 1 JULY - 30 SEPT

SIAIHOUY TYNOILYN 3HL 1V QIONA0NIIY




GTNERAL

This quarter has lLcen characterized by many sipnificant events and
operations. On 3 July Company A reccived its first Security Platoon;
28 August Major Deloach left the company, and the 5th of September brought
about the rotation of the shot pun platoon, ’

Major operations during the quarter in which Company A were involved
ineluded Duc Co, Quang Ni and Thuoc Vinh, The Phuoc Vinh operation
involved elcments of the 173rd Airborme Crigade being lifted into War
Zone "D¥, an area north of Saigon which had long been a notorious Viet
Cong stronghold,

EVENTS AND OTEILTIONS

3 July saw the arrivel of the 52nd Security Platoon, This platoon,
one of the largest in the US Army, is headquartered at Tleiku and has
clements attached to each airmobile company in the battalion for local
security, With this pletoon, every available means of defense is co=-
ordinated including bunkers, observation posts, roving patrols, mortars,
ground survecillance infared searchlights, cnd scentry dogs,

A highlirht of 1965 for Company L coame in July when the Company was
called upon to fly the Secretéry of Defense and his party on an inspect-
ion visit to the Republic,

On July 1st; Company A was alertc:d for movement to Cheo Reo air-
field (Coor, EQ2358255 for an opcration in support of the ARVN Ajir-
borne Drigade, & PAVN Reziment had been located in the mountain pass
southwest of Chco Reco, The mission involved supporting the ARVN
Aiirborne Drigade with airlift of supplies and personnel, A sccond
nission was given Company A, that of evacuating a district head-
quarters near Cheo Lieo which had been under attack by the Viet Cong
for scveral days,

Because of the encrmy situation, supplies and ammunition had not
been sent to the village for scverzl days. Irior to decision to ovac~
uate the hcadquarters, a battalion of the LLVN cirborne brigade attempted
to rain access to the village by convoy. The convoy was ambushed in
a defile four kilometers southwest of Chco lieo with heavy ccsualties
reported, Vchicles and artillery werc burned while the unit was pinned
down for 20 hours,

The evacuation was planned for 1500 hours the following day, and
would be made by Company A, the 119th Avn Co, and the 52nd Airlift
Platoon, A4ir Force AIE's and F-100's executed noplam and 20mm strikes
around the village clearing the way for the helicopters, Company A
lead the flirht into the arca, followed by the 119th Avn Co and 52nd
Airlift Platoon, As Company 4 lifted off the LZ the Viet Cong began
mortaring the district headquarters and the landing zone, The 119th
was unable to land in the arca becausc of the intense mortar and
cround fire in and around the LZ. The mission was aborted and 21l
units returned to Cheo Reo airficld, Compeny A was able to extract
nearly onc hundred and sixty people from the village on the 1ift,
Mreraft corried the moxdmum possible load with as many as fifteen
passcngers on some helicopters,

‘The LRVN Drigade again attempted a convoy to the headquarters
after sceveral days and nirhts of constant bombing by the Lir Force.
The convoy was successful and the headquarters was evacuated by road,

" The Viet Cong regiment, after Cays of intonse bombing by the Air Force,
withdrew into the mountoins southwest of Cheo Reo ending the siege.
Company A was released and returned to Dan Me Thuot but several zcir-
craft were left at Cheo Reo airficld for support of advisory team,

twsmitho nicht the Viet Cong mortared the airfield damaging several

ﬂ%/fawﬂ VUYN “qTT4g ff» One UH-1D was flown away during the attack by 1/Lt

o ) er., Upon landing at Qui Mion the crew counted eighty-
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On 2 August Company 4 was alerted for movement to Pleiku, The

- United States Special Forces Camp of Duc Co had been under siege for
several wecks, when on 3 Lucust operation Dan Thang 5 was conducted by
the 52nd fivn Dn, The operation was in support of the 3rd and 8tk Battal-
ions, 1lst ALVN iAirborme Irigocde., Elements of the 117th Lwvn Co, Company
A, 119th Avn Co and the 52nd Airlift Platoon stoged from Camp Holloway
Army Airficld and lifted 1150 troops in six lifts to the landing zone

at the Duc Co Airiicld., Small arms and automatic weapons fire were
received in the vicinity of the landing zone, resulting in one UH-1D

and one UH-1D (4) being domaged with no cosunlties,

On 10 August, the units performed on airlanded assault mission in
support of thc 5th ARVH Airborne Dattalion., The aireraft staged from
Holloway Army Airfield and lifted 450 troors in three lifts to the scme
landing zonc at Duc Co Airfield. During the last 1lift, casualties were
extracted and 4000 1bs of supplics were carried to the ARVN Marine Task
Force which had previously becn lifted to the Duc-Co Airfield, Close
air support was provided by cight USLF F-100's, four of which were
utilized in the prestrike, while the remaining four were used provide
air cover, Small arms, automctic weapons and mortar fire were received
in the landing zone, Two UH-1D!s reccived hits and one US door gunner
of the 119th Lvn Co was wounded, -

During the Duec Co operction Company A provided aircraft each day
to the £2nd Avn Dn for purpose of resupply, medical cvacuation, and small
troop placcments throughout the operationcl area, The siege was finally
broken on 15 hugust with the withdrawal of the Viet Cong rcegiment into
Cambodia, Compony A was relecsed and returned to Dan Me Thuot,

On 24 August clemcnts cf A Company, the 121st Avn Co, and the 501st
fivn Co from Dien Hoa, performed an airlanded assault in support of the
23rd Inf Div for the purpose of clearing highway 21 from Dan Me Thuot to
Nha Trong., Aireraft stoged from Dan Me Thuot (East) Airfield, and lifted
1257 troops of the Marine Tosk Force (ALVN) in five 1ifts to a landing
zone coord DQ120165, During the last 1ift into the LZ, one UH-1D (&) of
Company A expericnced a low side governor failure and crashed inte the
trees in the vicinity of the LZ, The crew wes evacuated by UH-1D back to
Don Mc Thuot., The aireraft was pilotecd by WO Phillip D, Pettit who
was medically cvacuated to the United States becouse of injuries, The
aircraft sustained major damagce.

Closc air support during the opcration was provided by four USAF
AIE's, No hostilc firc was reccived. The Marine Task Force wos convoyed
out of the opcrationcl aren at the complction of the operation, During
the entire operation, medical evacuation and resupply aircraft were
provided by Company A,

The 25th of August marked the re-cssignment of Compeny Lfs Cormand-
ing Officer as Exccutive Cfficer of the 52nd &vn In, In a brief change
of cormand cercnony at Ten Me Thuot, Major Fred T. Yamogeta took command
of Company L., Major Yamagata had becn the Executive Officer of the 52nd
Lvn Dn for the past six months.

On 5 Scptember the first door gunner platoon completed its ?inety
day assigmment and returncd to the 25th Inf Div, They were releived
by 1st Lt fmthur J, Ryan and his shotgun platoon. The new platoon
consisted of 3 NCO's and 24 EM, all werc voluntecrs from troops L, D
and C, 3rd Sqdn, 4th Cav, 25th Inf Div, The platoon was assigned TDY
to Company A for a period of 3 months.

The 10th of September marked the beginning of a period of Company A's
history in which the unit would be involved in major operations in all
four Corps areas of Viet Nam, in one thirty day period.
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On 8 September, the unit was alerted for movement to Quang. Ngai.
Combined with elements of the 119th fivn Co, Comwmany L performed an aire-
landed assovlt ond extraction mission in support of the 5th US Speeial
Forces Groip, Fifty USSF advicory personncl and 2iC ALVN Airborne
Rangers were lifted frem the stegefield at Quang Ngai to the lending
zone at coord LT137003 in one lift and later extracted in one 1lirt from
the same LZ. No hostile fire was rcceived, Closc air support was
provided by eight USAF AIE's utilized for prestrike, and eight USAF D-57's
were used Tor air cover, The mission was completed and Company A return-
ed to Ban Me Thuot,

12 Septenmber found Company A prepering for movement to Saigon to
work with the 145th Zivn In. The oncration involved lifting elements
of the 173rd Airborne Brigade and the lioyal Australian Reginmert into
an crea 5 kilometers North of Den Cat, Six air mobile companics plus
Air Force elemcnts werc involved in the operation,. The cperation con-
sisted of nelking five 1lifts from Cicn Hoa to an LZ North of Dien C=zt.
This arca was known as "D" Zone and had long been a sanctuary for the

iet Cong,

After the first days operation, Company A returned to Saigon for
the night with instructions to return to Phuoc Vinh by 150700 prepared
to stay in the field the remeinder of the operation in direct support
of the LIWVN hirborne Drigade. The Company remained at Phuoe Vinh
through the 22nd of Septcmber when it was directed to return to Saigon.
Although the Ccmpony was in direct support of the ALVN Airborne Drigade
it was frequently reccllod to III Corps control to participate in air-
landed assaults and cxtractions with the 145th fivn Dn. The Company also
provided the 173rd Airborne Drigade with aircraft for rosupply, medical
evacuation, and small troop placements, The majority of Company A's
aireraft were flying an average of 4 to 8 hours a day flying time during
this period, On 28 September the Compeny was releascd to return to
Dan Me Thuot, This had proved to be a lonz threc day mission,

Prior to this operation no friendly troops hed been in the area for
over fiftecn ycars. During the operation a 200 bed hospital and supplies
were found along with an armunition foctery and tons of arrmunition,
Heavily fortified bunkers and miles of tunnels were also found in the
arca along with many tons of rice which was revoved or destroyed, This
beceme the first in a scries of major operations throughout this area
involving US troops. A Company was to return to this area many times,.
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STATISTICS OF QUALTELLY OrELRATIONS
1. Mumber of Sorties flown during precceding quorter: 7972
2. MNumber of Combat sorties flown cduring prececding quarter: 7522
3¢ Number of flyin;; hours flown during prececding quarter: JASR)
4n Number of passengers liftec during prececding quarter: 8559
5. DNumber of tons of cargo lifted during nprecceding quarter: 204

6. DMNumber of aircraft struck by ground fire during preceeding quarter: 87

Ammex A,
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ITERIOD 1 OCT - 31 DEC 65

This quarter has been highlighted by the number of majof operations
in which Company A took part, During this quarter the company contimred
to operate not only in the II Corus area but 2lso in the T1T and IV Corps
areas, These operations were m’lestones in the strugrle against tTha
Viet Cong., Such operactions worez the %iron Triongle! operaticn, the
Plei Me Operction, the Tuy Hoo rice harvest operation, and, finally
"Operation Bushwacker" involving clemcnts of the 1st Division and the
10ist Airborne Drigade in the area arcund the Michelin rubber planta-
tion northwest of Saigon,

Other events during this period werc the reassirnment of two
compony cormanders, the rotation of our last "Shotgun" platoon, and
the rgdesignation of Company L, as the 155th fLviation Company (Airmobile
1i tht), -

EVENTS LND OTERATIONS

On 6 October Company A was alerted for movement to Saigon, to be
attached to the 145th fLivn Dattalion, The operation involved lifting
elements of the 173rd Airborne Drigade by menas of five airmobile
companies into two landing zones, in the infamous “Iron Triangle"
thirty kilometers north of Saigon, The Iron Triangle hacd, for more than
15 years, been a well known communist eanctucry, The initial operation
was concducted by making a troop 1lift into a sccured landing zone to act
as a blocking force for the mobile elcments which werc lended, in four
lifts, in an LZ twelve kilometers to the west., The area had been
prestriack by Lir Forece D-52's six hours prior to the assault and F-100's
along with artillery of the 173rd Dripade werc used to prestrike the
landing zone,

As the 173rd swept through the Iron Triangle they encountered few
Viet Cong but found lar;e stores of supplies, including enough rice
to feed a VC regiment for four months., They also uncovercd fresh
evidence of the Cormmunist'!s long fomed trenching arts: tunnels up
to 40 feet deep and several hundred yards long, with angled corridors
and galleries to reduce blast effects, cir vents and emergency exits,
Weapons of all makes and calibres were found along with an zbundance of
armunition, mines and grenades, Sufficient medicel supplies to establish
a field hospital were found and recovered by the ground troops.

Upon release from support of the 173rd Airborne Drigade, the compaony
moved even farther south to join with the 13th Avn Bn, At 1200 hours
the 9th of Cctober, Company A closed at Soc Trang, home of the 121st
Avn Co and Compony A of the 501st Avn Dn. This operation on the Delta
involved lifting elements of the 9th and 27th ALVN Division from
Vi Thanh (Coord WR550830) into two landing zones, A total of three
1ifts were made into the arcas lifting approximately 1200 troops.
Moderate ground fire was received in both LZ's, but no aircraft werc
damaged, At 1200 hours 10 October the Company was released, cnd rcturned
to Ban Me Thuot,

After arriving at Dan Me Thuot the Company settled down for a well
earned rest., This period of rest was short lived however for at 2200
hours the evening of the 10th the company was alerted for movement to
Tuy Hoa to support a rice harvest operation. With thirteen troop
corriers and six armed helicopters, the company departed BDan Me Thuot
cad closed at Tuy Hoa at 1540 hours. DPreparations were made for a
three day stay at the Tuy Hoa North Airfield., The operation to secure
the fall rice harvest in the Tuy Hoa valley involved a four 1lift
novement of a maneuver force of the 47th Kegiment (LLVN) in the morning
and a two 1lift movenent of a blocking force in the aofternoon, During
the morning 1if. one armed helicopter experienced a premature rocket
explosion cousing extensive strvctural damnge to the aircraft and badly
wounding TFC William Ables who was cvacuated to Nha Trang and the
Inited States.
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At 1130 hours this same day a "MLYDAY" call was received from on
A-]E which had been flying cir cover for the operntion. The AIE had
suffered clevator control failurc cn a strafing run and the pilot wos
foreced to bail out at sea, 4 stagecoach UH-1D crewed by Captoin
Leonard L. Boswell and CWO Charles Gibson rescued the pilot from an
extremely rough sea,

The following morning Company A performed two more lifts with the
47th Regiment and was rcleased to return to Dan Me Thuot,

On 20 October Company A departed Ban Me Thuot enroute to Phu Cat for
a ten day operation. Decause of bad wecather the company diverted to
Pleiku for the night, Upon arrival the company was told to off load all
field gear and stand by for a possible 1ift into the Special Forces Camp
at Plei Me, This marked the beginning of the largest attack cever
launched by the Vict Cong and cne of the most difficult support missions
any airmobile company cver completed, For the first five days, A Company
was the only airmobile company available for support.

The camp had been attacked by an estimated Viet Cong regiment
during the night, Shortly after day breck, it appeared that the V,C,
had broken contact and retired; Two medical evacuction helicopters
of the 498th Medical Company with two crmed escorts from the 119th
4vn Co were launched to recover the dead and wounded from the camp.
During the mission the aircraft received heavy automatic weapons fire
up to calibre 450 size, One of the escort gunships was hit and crashed
in fldmes just outside the southwest perimeter of the camp.

On the nmorning of 21 Oct, Company A was called on to 1lift 240 ARVN
Airborne Rongers from Camp Holloway to an LZ four kilometers north of the
besieged camp. During the reconnaissance of the LZ one UH~1B (armed)
of Company A suffercd mechanical failure which resulted in seperation
of the main rotor from the aircraft at 2000 feet absclute altitude,

The helicopter erashed and exploded on impact, The aircraft was
cormanded by 1/Lt Harold A, Proisendefer and piloted by WO Joseph S,
Huwyler, crewchief and gunner were SP/5 William J. Johnson and TFC
Michael E, Davis, This crew was the first lost by Company A in the
Republic of Vietnanm, :

About mid-morning on the 22nd of October, four UH-1L!'s (armed) of
Company 4L were dispatched to escort a VNALF CH-34 in o rescue attempt
for a downed AIE pilot, The CH-34 did not attempt the pilot pickup,
because of the ground fire in the area, 1/Lt Edward T, Plodger of
Conmpany 4 salvoed the rockets from the armed helicopter he was flying
and accomplished the pick-up, - .

Later in the day a second rescue attempt was made for another
downed Air Force pilot in the vieinity of Plei Me, This rescue attempt
had to be aborted due to heavy automotic weapons ground fire and darkmess.
The rescue was effected the next morning when four UH-1D's (armed) of
Company A escorted an Air Force CH-34 into the crash site,

On 24 October the 52d Avn Dn was given the mission of deploying
400 LIVN soldiers of the 22nd Ranger Dattalion along the route of an
Armed Task Force enroute to relieve the besieged compe The troops
were to secure likely ambush sites along the intended route of the
Task Force, During the 1ift one helicopter struck stumps in the L2
and was destroyed with no injurics.

Monday, the 25th, found Company A and the 119th Avn Co, assisting
the 1st Dde, 1st Air Cav Div, in a troop placement from Comp Holloway
to areas around the Plei Me Special Forces Camp.
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On the 28th, elements of Company L and the 119th extracted the
42nd Airborne Lianger Company (4IVN) from Ilei Me to the New Fleilu
Lirfield marking the end of onc of the bLloodizst battles of the war
in Vietnam, 71ost operation intelligencze indicates that Plei Me was
staged by the Viet Cong with 2 primary purpose of kiiling aircraft.

Following the siege of Plei Me the US First Cavalry Division
relentlessly pursued the Viet Cong until in Ia Drong valley “Chorlie®
stopped to do pitched battle. About this battle, Newsweek Magrczine
said, "In its bloodiest week to date, the fighting in Vietnam reached
a pitch of savage intensity that US troops had not experienced since
Korea, Among other honors of war, Communist troops impaled captured
South Vistnomese soldicrs on stakes, Wounded US troops were shot down,
their comrades, cnraged, shot some north Victnamese prisoners out of
hand. The bitterest battle was in the shell scarrcd Ia Drang valley,
near the Cambodian border, where US troops reported that they killed
perhaps 1,500 communists during the entire engagement. In the same
area, a battalion of the US First Cavalry Division, was ambushed, and
one company virtuslly &nnihilated. Total estimated-US killed in the
Ia Drang fighting was 175."

1At Plei Me and Ia Drang, the US Forces no longer fought Viet Cong
Geurilles in their black pajamas but rather faced the People Army of
Vietnam in steel helmets and full battle gear."

On 18 November the 52d Avn Dn again joined forces with the 1st
Air Cav Div, in operations in the Ia Drang valley. The largest
singlec operation of the year., The 119th Awvn Co, Company A, and elements
of the 1st Air Cav Div transported 2500 II Corps (ARVN) troops from
Duc Co Airfield into the wvalley as a blocking force. The ARVN unit
was lifted into an area which was located between the retreating
Viet Cong and the Combodian border. This final assault on 18 November
was the last operation in which Company A was involved in the Plei Me,
Ia Drang area. The Viet Cong retreated piece-meal across the Cambodian
border the battle ended.,

In Saigon, General Williom C, Westmoreland préclaimed the Ia Drang
action an unprecedented victory. US casualties were "heavier than in
any previous engagement, but small by comparison with the eneny.,"

On 1-2 November, between major missions in the Plei Me, Ia Drong
operation the 52nd Avn Dn supported operation Quyet Thang 172 at Tuy-
Hoa, Company A, the 119th Avn Co and the Marine Helicopter Company
from Qui Nhon conducted an operation in support of the 22nd Inf Div
(ARVN) in an operation to again secure the rice rich Tuy Hoa velley.
A total of 720 trocps were moved in three lifts, under low cellings
and with poor visibility. The USAF provided a forty five minute
prestrike on the landing zone, One UH-10 (Armed) was struck by .
ground fire but recovered to the stage field with no further incident,

On 7 November a second air landed assault was conducted. The
operation involved air landed two battalions of the 47th Inf regt!
and two battalions of the Airborne Task Force. This was a four l?ft
operation delayed for more than an hour between the second end third
1ifts because of weather. From Tuy Hoa, the 52nd Lvn Bn.moved to
Duc My in support of the ARVN artillery school in a combined armsl
demonstration. Company A provided thirteen UH-1D!s and si¥ UH-1D!'s
(hrmed). The 119th provided twelve UH-1D's (transport helicopters)
and six UH-1B's (armed) for the demonstration. 411 air movements,
hir Force and artillery fires were preplanned and coordinated by.the
Duc My Training Center Advisory Team. As part of the demon§tratlon,
a total of 546 troops werc lifted on an air londed assoult into multe
iple LZs, The demonstration ran smoothly and was a great success.
Littending the de.onstration were two hundrcd high ranking observes
headed by General William C. Westnoreland.
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: On 15 November, Major Fred T. Yamagcte was evacuated to the
United States because of illness, Captoin James Napier who had been
Company Executive Officer, assumed cormand of Company 4, f

Thanksgiving Day found Company 4 in Dan Me Thuot, celebrating
the holiday with an airlanded cssault and a large turkey dinner, .
Three hundred and forty CIDG troops were air lifted from Duon Ea Yang
Special Forces Camp to an LZ five kilometers to the west. Following
the assault, the company hosted 12 members of'the locel missionary -
group at a turkey dinner.

On 28 November Company A received offical notice that it was
being redesignated, Headquarters USARV, General Order No, 1677; dated
20 November, directed that Company A would become the 155th Aviation’
Company (AML) and that Company A 1st Aviation Dattalion. would return
to the 1st Inf Div which had recently arrived in the Republic of
Vietnom. The former 155th Avn Co, wes assigned to the 1st Inf Div
os Company L, 1lst Avn Dn upon arrival fron Korea.

The 30th cf November saw the departure of 1/It Arthur Rya‘.n and
six members of the shot gun platoon. The unit had been notifiled
earlier in the month that it would be the last unit to be assjfgned
on a TDY basis., Nineteen members of the platoon chose to remain
as members of the 155th Lviation Company (LML) when they were given
the option of extending their 90 day TCY to a full year assigmment,

On 29 November the 155th was placed on a four hour alert for
movement with twelve troop carriers and five armed helicopters to
Bien Hoa to report to the 118th Avn Co for approximately ten days.
Because of bad weather between Ban Me Thuct and Bien Hoa the Company
was umable to depart until 1100 hours on the 30th,

Upon arrival at Dien Hoa, Captein Napier was informed that the
155th would be working under the operational control of the 1lst Awn
Dn, After refueling, a troop lift of three hundred and sixty men was
made by the company from Tien Hoa to Tay Hinh, Upon completion of
the troop 1ift, the compeny recovered to Tien Hoa, and was directed
by IIT Corps, through the 1st Avn Dn, to move to Phu Ioi where the
1lst Avn Dn was to provide mess and billeting facilities. Through
16 December, working on a day to day basis, Stagecoach supported,
variously, the 10th Inf Div (ARVN), Specicl Forces Camps, lst Inf
Div, 10lst AD Drigade and III Corps Headquarters. The mejority of
effort expended during this period was in support of operations
Dushwacher I and II, in the aame area in vhich the comvany had operated
two months earlier, . .

These current operations were partially as a result of elements g
of the 7th Inf Repgt (ARVN) being overrun near the abandoned Michelin
Rubber Plantation near Tuy Ninh,

"There was fighting in plenty, around the huge abandoned Michelin
Rubber Plantation near Dou Tieng, some 40 miles northwest of Saigon,
when two battalions hit ell four sides of a government encampment on
Date Palm Hill, the South Vietnamese defenders hurled them back in
vicious hand to hand combat, taking a heavy toll in cormunist lives.

"Dut the Viet Cong were hardly crushel, When the men cf South
Vietnam's 7th kegiment lined up abreast for a sweep through the plan-
tation, the reds attacked through the trees in human waves. "We're
folding up" radioed the senior US Advisor as the communists engulfed
his position, Soon he wos dead, aléng with much of the rest of the
regiment in the most savage communist attack of the war. Dut the
South Vietnamese had fought to the last bullet", is how the Time
Magazine described the initial contact., ,
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Cn 15 December, the 155th wes directed by S-3, lst &= Tn to move
to Dien Tre. The unit.closed at Dien Trz with ton twiop curriers, and
four armed helicopters. This. Jnlu overcted with the 13th &wm In in
support. of the 7th Inf Div (ALRVY) 1ifting two batitalions in 2 combat
assawli. Two additicnel bottalions wsoz then moved on o Lrarr ploce=
nent mission and the crigzincl two battalicns were extractsd to whsir
stoging ereas in a tusy day whi ch saw the eguivalent of ..:i:- bottoliions
meved. The unit was reisased by the 13th iva Ln ab 1730 kowrs and -

returned to Phu Lol where it was released by the 1lst Avm Zn. The company
claosed ot Den Me Thuot on 17 December fzr o brief respite.

While ot Phu Loi, M...Jor Joseph L, Parlas Jr, became commencing officer
of the 155th Awvn Co. IMojor Parlas had just completed eightesn montns
ground duk ¥ with the ls" Cav D1v. Major Jomes W, Napier III became
S—q., £2ad 4o In,

Detween 17 and 31 Decenmber the 155th reverted to its role in sup-
port of the 23rd Inf Div (ARVN), During this period seven 'combat as-
sault rissions were flown in support of the 23rd Inf Div &nd local
CIDCG writs,”

C‘nri..‘bmas Doy found the 155th taking a well deserved rest at Dan
Me Thuci, The good old fashioned Christmes spirit was interrupted for
only a »riof period on Christmes Eve when a sighting on the perimeter
fence sent 211 personnel scrzmbling for their bunkers,

To round out the year, elements of the 155th and the 13i%9th Awn
"Co's utilized 21 treccp carriers and twelve armed helicopuerz, to airlift
455 CIZC troops fron Duon Eo'Y¥ong USSF Camp, in en effort tc desiroy

'I"'a:x.n:ng Comp. The operation was conducted in <three lifts and
eneny ground fire wes received, Three were no hits or casualties in
either unit during the operation. ‘ :

The end of the yeer brought to a close & period of time for which
menbers of the 155th ond attachments can be proud, A period during
which ell four corps ereas of Vietnem were supported by <he c"bz:»gc,cotzv.ch
in o highly professicnzl manner,




