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FOR~TAIW 

Seririnp: as a combf'lt surmort fl.7latinn 11nit in tho ·Re;.:iublic ,,f 

Viet );am, the 155th A..,-ia tion Com1;n .. ny (AHL), wi t11 its supporting detach-

men ts, is similar to the many o+-11er a via tio11 uni ts of tlie same size and 

structure. Formed oripinally as Company A, 1st Aviation Battalion, 

1st Infantry Dbrision at Fort Riley, Kansas, t'he vnit arrived at Vung Tau, 

Viet Nam on 1 May 1965. Brin€:·ing with them 24 DH-1D 1s, t11e. company's 

advance party was welcomed to Ban Me T!rnot by Lt Col Delbert Toimsend, 

late commander of the 52d Aviation Buttallon. .After much preparation and 

many training hours, during which the men of Company A became proficient 

in the new and demanding technic:ues of flying in a combat zone, the company 

was declared operational on 1 ,June 1965. On 20 :.rovember 1965 Company A 

was redesignated es the 155th Aviation Cornpl:'.ny (AML). 

From the first, however, the airlift platoons were kriown as the 

"Stagecoac"':l.es", wliile the armed platoon was called t!ie "Falcons." Under 

these names, the men of tJ.is :Jroud company have S't)read their rep11tation 

for accomplis11inr t
1
1eir llliss.i.on while maintaining t"1e hi@'hest of safety 

standards thro1•ghout Viet Nam. From Ql'a11g ~rpai in the nortli to Soc Trang 

i11 the south, frorn t"te fertile coa.st to t'·:e Cambodian border, tliey have 

flown over 30,000 hours in su1:r:')ort of t•~e allied forces combatting the 

t~reat 0£ Communism in So1 th East Asia. 

This history is droicated to all t:iose men who 1,ave served with the 

155th Aviation CompA.ny since its arrival in Viet :·ram, wit'i special tribute 

to those officera, warrant officers J .<md enlisted men who gave their lives 

iri. defense of their country. 
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WO JOSEPH S. t.JUYLER 

s~:/5 WILLIAM J. JOHT\TSOH 

1/LT HAROLD A. PREISEi'IDEFER 

WO ElTGENE W. CASHELL 

WO MICHAEL N. CORY.ELL 

l'FC RICFfA!\D E. DABlJEY 

\JO .,..AYMOdD L. FORD 

PFC GP.Ei'.JRY L. MILLER 

WO PHILIP C. S! !ITH 

PFC JAM-SS WALim'R 

WO :HLHER .T. WILLP,TGHAM 

S::'/ 4 JOHN W. WOOD 

IN MEMOTIY 

1965 

1966 

. -~·. 

21 Oct 

21 Oct 

21 Oct 

21 Oct 

27 May 

30 i\Tov 

27 May 

29 Mar 

20 Dec 

29 Mar 

30 No~r 

30 Nov 

30 Nov 

••• that tliese men s~,,all not have died in vain. 
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REFACE 

155t1:1 Avhtion Comp.".my (AHL). However, before th1=1.t time I had t~e 

O'JIJOrtuni t~r to observe this com-·~.ny for a numl:-er of mont11s 't.r11ile assip.ned 

to the Ban Me Thuot area. Th.e flcxihiJ.ity of t·:e aviation support 

o:oerB.tions and far ranging missions impressed me. I found it even more a 

challenge to command. t'1e unit with such an evident display of esprite de 

cor:!1S and te~.m effort hy officers ancl enli~ted men of the com·:)any and 

detac11ments. D1~ring the ;Jeriod of rrr.? ·commnnd, this comr,any h:is sup-;-:;orted 

ground o.nd air elements of US and Republic of Viet Nam units in the 

Centrnl Highlands. It has been my pleasrre to be a -:-iart of this hard 

workinp combat Rssault helicoptGr COT!l')f.l.ny. 

In the f11ture I wish for the 155th th.e ki.nd of year thflt it enjoyeC' 

so succnssf11lly in 1r:,66. Company nilots, cre1-1s a11d aircraft flew a 

m"1.rlmum number of combat h.cu rs wit', outst8.ndirt@' maintenance sup·,or+. 

behind them, and h.a ,,e -produced on of t'"'e fin est 11ni t. sa.fety records in 

Viet r.ram. The men of ea.ch ~npnortinp tini t co'l'ltr:i.b•·ted to the overr:tll 

flieht record. of the comT\'ln", Hnd ll\9.de r.eal 1!istory for th.e rmst year. 

Individ11c1.lly, t•,ey '1esP.rV'? spoci·'.'tl com:neri.dation for their PRrt.icipation 

in tl-te full ye!",_r 1 s efforts of 1 S66. 

It is a p:r.ivilege to write t)iis •rofoca to the 155th. 1s unit history 

for 1966. A 11nit history whic'1 began n good mnny f~rinf honrs and DEF.OS 

dates ngo at Fort Riley, Kansas, nnd which is being made daily here in 

Viet "Tam in the highet.d;. of US Army nnd 1-wi.:i.tion traditions. 

1~na:2a VHVN ((«··"1 -<e 
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Part I 

. . , .......... ·-· 

Hiss ion 

Tue mission of t~c 155th Aviation Com:):.J.ny is tv provi<lo movein~:mt •. of 

combat troops in airmobile operations, and to provide tactical air move-

ment of comr..at supl)lies and equipment ,;,i t~in the co~nb::1.'1:. zone. 

Organiz.-1t.ion 

Th.e 155tl-t Aviation Co·'i?"-nY is orµanizP.ct tinder TOE 1-7'7G and has the 

8th Medical Detaeh_10011t 

208th Sig>1nl Detachment (RADF.f<:D) (AVIONICS) 

52d ~viation Battalicn Security Section 

212th Military Police Detachment {K-S) 

*Air F9rce Detachment 10, 5th We<lther Squadron 

* Not attached ltut in we~.ther A.nd flivht ;Jlanning support with METRO 

weather advisories. 
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Region·~l !\nnlysis 

The II Corps Tactical Zone, in which Ban Me Thuot is located and 

in whicl-i the 155th Aviation Com!)9.ny renders the ID9.jprit"lr of its sup·,ort, 

covnrs ~n area of 32,725 sauare miles, or 49% of the land area of South 

Viet Nam. Its yestern border is 342 miles lonfi ana'. in common with Laos, 

in the northern portion of Kontu .. 11 Province, and C~mbodia to the III 

Corps Tactical Zone. The eastern border is ap;)roximately 400 miles of~· 

6oastlino with the South China Sea.. The a.reo. is 40 miles \.Tide in the 

no:rth and 342 miles wide in the south. This area is politically divided 

into the ?.I-evinces of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleilcu, Phu Bon and Phu Yen in 

the 22d Di vision A.r:/.VN Tgctioal Zone, nnd Do.:rlac, Khanh Hoa, Quang Due, 

Tuyen Due, i\!inh Thuan, Lam Dong, and Binl-i Th.uan in t1:1e 23d D'fA. Geo-

grF.1.:1hically, this f'lrea may be divided into three TM.jor areas. 

1. The con.stP.l nlain is a nf.l.rrow strip of long, flat, often 

W:trshy terr'3.in,not mo:re th~n twe-n.ty miles wide from the sell inlnnd. 

This a.r~::i. is formed b"lr a ::,erios of numeroPs river deltas int.errujited by 

rocky ridge lines ri·nning steeply to the sea. This area is almost 

entirely under c11ltiv<i.tirm, with four rice crons a year. 

2. The mo1mt<1in region extends from north to south almost the 

entire lenght of the II Corps TacticHl Zone. Elevntions range from 

3
1

000 to 8
1

000 feet, yith the e::tst0rn slopes onitc steep and the we.stern, 

more gradual. R~in forests cover thrco qu~rters of this area. with most 

of the reI!k'linder covered with open, diciduo\lS growth. Cultivntion is 

limited to sm.~11, cle~red ~reas on relatively flat land. Flying in this 

n.rea is very hn.zn:rdou.s with forced landinr, nreas ·,:rr-~.cticnlly non-exist-

ent, ceilings frccinently very low r-md winds unDredict,ble. 

~il!20 WVN <(<~v'1 .<9 
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The Dla.tc~u rerion is loc::-.tc(l wt:st uJ' t.hl'l mountains and is 

C("lmprised t"lf the Kontum Plateau in the nOTth and· t~1e Darlac .Flateau ~ ·- _.:." 

the: nm1th. This rep-ion ~V\S nltl.tw'•'s rnr,iY\P.; from 1,000 to 3 ,ooo feet 

with gently rolling hills nnd m··c~. oprin ,<.1.roP.. 1iJheTe 1,'·.e ~on is not 

under chltivntion, a. thick fn'Owth of gr·a.ss, to n height of eight to ten 

feet, covers the ground. :-Jhere adcrrnate dr~inagc is ·~rovidod, this areo. 

uill support four vog3.tnblc crops yc"nrly. 

The principal cities of this area rrc Phan·Thi0t, Phan Ro.ng, 

~'fuP. Trrmg '."-nd Qui Nhon on the coastal plain; Dala. t in the mountains~ n.nd 

B1m Me Thuot, Pleiku n.nd Kontum on tho pl1..i_tequs. The ran.jar routes of 

this nrea n.re: 

Route: /11 S[\igon - D'.'.nang (Co'l.s·;·'.:1.l Route) 

~oute 1,!11 D 1 t Ph R , n a - _ 1:1.n • ::tng 

Route #14 s~igon 
B0.n M3 Thuot - Pleiku - Kontl1m 

Route #19 Plcik~l 

Route #20 Saigon - DD.lat 

Rout~ #21 n~ "' T.... t !Tl. T ...: ., i..=n F18 :•t10 - 11r\::t rang 

The rc,ublic 1 s m-".1.jor r.il line parnllcls Ronte #1 along its entire 

length witl-t one spur line from Ff1n.1'1 Ra01g to Dalat. The logistical and 

cof!l.roim~.ca tio11s complex ':!. t Cf',m P..~nh Bi1y is located between Phnn R.r-..ng and 

iJho. Trang. 

Wr:n.ther 

'Jcn.t~1er t'iroughout this are<>. c~n bn divided into t'!-i.e summer mon-

soon, June through September, nnd tho 1.rintcr 111.onsoon, November through 

April, with the months of lhy ~nd October ri.s periods of trnnsition. 

During the summer monsoon the wind is southwesterly, cnusing cloud 

build11ps on t11c western slopes of the mountc.ins. This results LTl o. 

3 
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rainy sef:l.siin for the :Jla tea.us nnd mo1mto.inous n.rer,s dl1ring the summer 

months while the coastal pT(Winces '·vive <"ler.>.r aldcs and p()()(i · fi;ring 

wer>.thcr. The winter l'Jlor.soon ~:rin~s a nr:irhtcnstcrl~r flow with conditions 

reversed. The co1:1.stal provinces of Dinh Thun.n 0.nd "1'1:lin Thu~n. are little 

effectorl by either monsoon and have gonnr~.lly clear weather the year 

n.round. 

Aver~ge r1=1infr:i..ll in the mount."1.in ~nd plateau nreA.s is 90 inches, 

nnd on the constal plain 87 inches. The temperfttures on the con.st.al 

?lain range from the mid-70s to the high SOs during the rainy season ~nd 

low 80s to high 90s r'l.uring the dry season. Tho moun"t<".'..ins and platen.us 

experience tcm-1:)r:i.tut"es from. the mid-6,-,s to mid-80s durinp: the wet season, 

nnd low 60s to low 80s d11rinp tl10 dry see.son. Winds ::>.re normnlly gusty 

'.t 10-15 knots wi.tli. voloci t..:r incr.~;nsinp, i.ri tl\ (.tl ti t1 1de. Surfr,ce winds up 

to 25 knots ;1.:re f;'equentl "' cmcol'ntc:ted. 

Indigenous Population 

Tho II Corps T"'cticnl Zone hri.s n populn.tion of approxim.."ltely 2.5 

million pnople, or .iust over 20% of the :Jopula tion of t!'le Republic of 

Viet Nam. '1'11e mn.jority of this -pop1 1lation is loc9.ted alonF tho c0<-'l.stal 

pl::i.in in tho vicinity of the cities. T~:i.e m".jority of these people are 

Annr.mese. 

The mountain nnd ?l~teau regions ~re inhnbited chiefly by 

Montn.lr'\nrd tribesmen. Ti,ere a.re thirty-nine mnjor tribes nnd soim 150 

subordinnte trib<il groUTJS of these people living in the highlands of 

iaet Nnm, Cf'.mbodir.. nnd L:l.oS. Bn.n Mc Tlwot is the tr:1.di tional cn,i tol of 

tli.ese pe:>plc. The II Corrs fl.r·ea j_s inhr.bite(1. by np~~roxi1nntely 500,000 

Hont.".gnr-.rds. Tho lr~rgest tribe in tltis rogion is the R'ldo, whose in-

flrnmce nxtcnds from Kontn,m to Bn.n Mc Thuot. 

~s:ea WVN <( 2'"1 .<g 
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·· Gcnerc.l: 

Company oporr.tions of this q_unrter h~vc bocn vnried n.nd widesprend. 

From 7 Jrinunry,wli.en the 155th Aviation Comp«>.ny (AML) moved south to 

Tnn Son 1:1h.ut, until 10 March, whon it cmb-'lrkcd on support missions of 

the 25th Infnntry Division south of Pleiku, Str~.gocoa.ches c.nd Falcons 

moved ncross the length and brc'.'.dth of South Viet Mt>.m in air comb.1.t 

su:r:nort missions. 

i'L'1j o:r oc1or~.tions durin"' this q1mrtor 1nvol vinp: the 155th included 

t'. lnrge nb·lift out of Bien Ho:i., with othor short sup~ort oDcrntions 

stagcgod from Bong Son, ."11.u Cnt nnd Tan Cnnh. Also ,_,sed es staging o.ret.l.s 

by the 155th w0re Camp Holloway Army Airfinld, Plciku, and for sover~l 

br.ttri.lion missions in ti1e local aron, Bn.'1 Me Thuot Airfiled. 

~vc•1ts ".nd Opcrntions: 

Comp:).ny operr.t tions beg.'.'.n for tho· ycro.r on 7 Ja.nunry when tho 155th 

wn.s n.tt".1.c11ed to thr~ 145th Avi;i.tion B~ttt?.lion at T::i.n Son Nhut for an 

opo:r.·:i.tion in s 11ry1ort of thn 173d Airborne Brir'.l.do. Under the colJlillllnd of 

Mnj Joseph L. Parln.s Jr., the 155th participn.ted in its lr.:rgest opera-

tion to date. Involving 10!3 HH-1D 0.ircrc.ft, the mn.snive ai.clift w~.s 

st!".gea. out of Bien Hoa nnd c011sistcd of six J.ifts, ~oven troo~s :Jcr nir-

cr".ft. 'Rogul:'.rs from the nei.rly formed Austr.lian 11oy.tle Brignde con-

stitutcd a lri.rge number of the trnop :'11ov0m0nt. During the opor~tion, 

four of tho 155th nircrr,ft were struck by ground fire, three severely 

enough to requir~ ,rccr:wtionr,:t"y landings. The r0s~onsivencss nnd 

~<S!!?Q WVN (( 2'"'l .<g 
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prO:?<'lrodness of n L tra.incd w:rnckcr err-iv 'W\c -res:, )dhle for onnhling 

thrco of the damaged '.lircrr>.ft to comryJ::cto tho mission nnd return with the. 

conr:)['.ny to B-m Mc Thuot on 9 J~rmary. 

oration on 14 ti.nd 15 Jnnu11ry,with the 52d Avin.tion Battalion in senrch and 

destroy missions nenr Bong Son. 'I'hc coffi')any returned to the Bong Son arc11. 

on 27 January to cnnti:,ue operntions ::ts ~Yi.rt of the 52d Batto.lion. RO-

mr>.ining tl:trough 7 February in sln···ort of the ARVN' airborne brigade, the 

1 ~·5th p.-:trti.cip-'lter1 in Opero..tion Mnshor/Whi te Wing, jointly sto.~ed b·; the 

US ~fn:rines, 1st Air Ca-v<1lry Division and the AHVN ~irborne brigade. 

Initial flights w·re m~do from tho Army r.irfinld n.t Phu C::i.t. 

28 Jf'.nuary ::i.nd 3 Febrtm.ry s11.w the comp:my perfbrming battalion 

comb..'1t nsso..ults. On 4 Februnry SoPth Viet Nam Premier, Nguyen Co.o Ky :l.nd 

his !1'1rty wel."e trr•.11s"!')orted with eip.-ht airlift holi~o~tGrs and four armed 

e:scorts on an acrfol insp~ction of the on'·r".tionP..l r>c:rea.. Standby for 

reinforcement of the 1st Cc.v:.i.lry wr1s the nij_ss1on of 5 February, but poor 

wci'.ther condi tj_ons forced its cn.ncellr,tion. Di1ri11g the rcm-':l.inder of the 

opor ·tional Sll'iPort, tl-ie com-:-1'1.ny w:-is enf!ar,cd in p:eneral missions involving 

rosupY"ly and medicr:i.l cvri.cwi.tion flights. rhjor iJroblems d1,ring the -~eriod 

l,)roved to be l~ck of sup~.Jly of potnblo wnter D.nd f11cl for range burners. 

Rations nnd w.:i. tor were rocci Yc>d from n unit of the 1st Cnvalry DIVARTY at 

t'1is time. 

Fror11 15 through 20 Fe brwtry the 15 · th stnportcd the 3d Brigade, 

/~5th BntU..lion, 23d Division ARV'·1 in ·"- S8nrch <tnd destroy opern.tion north 

of Ren Mo Thuot. D11rinp, this time the co1nc10.ny continued its norm"ll mis-

sions in sup·:ort of the 23d Di vision n.nc1 its Tn.ctico.l Area. (DTA) • On 

both 15 nnd 16 Februnry the com~Ymy w~s scr-ttercd on multiple sector 

duties. 
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One misfortune ,.nr:trred the fine com'bnt. "'-"60ord--of the ecY!n:pe:rrr dt!ring--- ---... 

this ~nriod. · Ti,m members af tho ~.r1n.ed pl;i toon do,n:rtcd their !".iTcrf.\ft 

after landing ~c::tr B11 Pr"'.ng on 2S ~hrch and wnndored into nn old French 

Minefield. Efforts to rescue the tw1 nilots ff-tiled. WO Il!!!.ymond L. Ford 

r.nd WO Philip C. Smith became ca1mltios i1h<-m they r.ccidontally dctorinted 

o..nti-perso1'\.nol mines.• 
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,I Ini tio.l dnys of this qunrtcr W!YC spent b" the 155th in norni:i.l 

mission flights ;1roum1 tho ~m:rios s11ppo:rt~Jd sectors, bPt later missions 

took the compnny fnrther o.wav from home b'ls8. The 1st Air Cavalry Division 

ini ti:>ted (}.;ierntions Pu~ 1l Rovere in mid-April to search out and destroy 

thu elusive cnel!fr in the hazardous Chu Pong mountain range. 155th sup:;:>ort 

of ground uni ts with t'ie 52d B.-'J. ttnU,m in this opera ti on c~ninued for tho 

rest of the ye~r. 

Other qur>..rtcrl~r events proired on the minns sic'\c n.s one compr.ny 

;::>ilot nnd 1". y•)ung gu,11ncr lost their lives j_n tho co:mbo.t zone of Viet ?am. 

Ev~nts nnd Operations: 

TJuring the '.'.?::?.rl ·• part of April the con.p"'.ny flew clnily sup;Jort 

missions for tl-i.e wrious units D.ronnd the sectors t:1.nd in conjunction with 

the 23d Division opcrntions near fu.n Mc Thuot. On 16 April the 155th de-

;:inrted B:.1.n Mc Thuot to supnort the 3d Brigr-.de, 25th Infantry Division on 

Opcr.<1.tion P:i..ul nevore. From 16 throqr11 23 April tho comun.ny stngcd mis-

sions from Tan Cnnh nirfilcd. It ,,.,~s during this time ti1i1t a comh'lt 

nssnul t on 20 April rosul tcd in ne~.r crts'·al ties for two 155th pilots 

when ,.,_ TJH-1 D ..,,. s l1.i t b"Tr enemy r-roPnd f frc. Ai rcr~.ft colllJTle nder, CDt 

Raymond L. Hnrdy, Inf, ::i.nd pilot H.,.j Wilford C. Isner, Arty, wore both 

wounded by n 50-cnlibor round th~.t cnforcd the cockpit, ricoc"1etod off 

tho ar'llor-pl11tcd s3nts ~.nd exited oet the other r.idc. Bot'1 officers wore 

emcur.tted to Army h-:ispitn.ls,~nd C~:it H:i.rdy w.s ln.tcr sent bnck to the st."!.tes 

for ndditionril rccuncrrition. M'nj Isner rnturn~d to the unit nftor some 

convr:i.lcsconce c,t Qui ; .. fu.".>n Array hospi tnl. 
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During t'lie nbove ncti.·m of 20 April, '.l.n o.rmcd hel.icoy.iter ,eocmnndcd_ --~---· 

scored n direct hit with fm1r :roc1'•:t.s. Cpt Fr::ist l-r,s credited. with one 

confirmed. kill c.nd vith r'lostroyinf t:1c p.un positirm. 

M/")ving to Plciku on 23 April, tho 1 "5th oy.icr:".tcd from there in sup-

port f'lf clements of the Jd Brigade, 25th Inf~ntry Division and the ARVN 

~i!'b.')r'1c brign.dc. 'l'~1r:mr.1L t'-lc perios 23 to 30 April, t~c comp"'.ny was · 

".lso inv,JlYod in sup,·:ort of t"'.>.e 23d Division d"ring Opcr"ltion Longfellow. 

Two nircrl'.'.ft dc.ily, n.nd one nddtionnlly dl1ring the regimental size opera-

tions, wore su~rllicd. Difficulty W'.'.s onc·iuntcrcd in meeting this dual 

requirement ".nd nlso providmng another nircrnft for medical ev':'.cuation. 

The number of ~ircrP..ft rem-"'.l.ining :r-.t Bn.n Mc Thuot wr.s grmernlly considered 

to be innde<:p)::>.te. On JO April tho c Jm·~'.:'.ny rGturned to Ba.n Me Thuot rmd 

()per ·· tions returned to nor:irtl. 

During the m··mth of M"l.y, three t>.ircrrift were t.Jt.-i.lly dcstro·~red. 

An 11.:rr!led hclic.'.'>ptcr was shot dmm in f'. combnt D.e::inult north of Due Co. 

The ship burned, but no injuries were sustnincd by nerson'1cl 011 boa.rd. 

Two nb:"lift r.·rcri1.ft wo,...c lost during t110 l'l.st woe¥' of Mny ll.s one cr~shed 

o.nd burned duo to r>. tr!'."e strilrn, killin,o two US infnntrymen. Also lost 

The sac':lnd ffi1-1D w.s lost ·".s .'.'1. :rcstil t of onfine fnilure over rough tcr-

rnin. No f.f'.l.t'.1.litie:s or il'.ljuries 0ccurrcd in this .'.l.ccidcnt. Ono UT1-1D 

recoivod three hits from oncr.w p-rl'."und fire on n. rasu;11)ly mission in May, 

but no so:.rious dnm.1.re :Jr pers·:i:-1nl inju•y ros1'l tcr1 fron this hostile con-

t2.ct. 

F;,~Qm :3 H-7 thr.1ur~1 JO Jnnc the 1'i5th opc:r~.t.:·d from Cnop Hollowr.-.y, 

Pleiku in f.!Cnm~ ll supp·."lrt ;Jf the 25th Inf:~ntry Dbrision, with time out 

f:1r b"'.tt·.,lion o':>e'.l'.'ntions with the 22d Division ARV'7:J on 19 M<i.y in tho · · 

~~!l?Q VWN <(~\'\1 ~B 
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vicinity of Bong Son. Trngcdy struck t~e company on 27 M:-.y during a 

tTc>o;:> lift south of Ploiku ncr.r fiJ.r,d b,se Oncis. WO Eugene W. C.".s•.roll 

uc,s killed when .the nircre.ft he wr.:o flying failed to cleo.r tnll trees in 

the tr.keoff T)O..th frnm 0. c0nfinod ···.:··e:". r.nd cr:::i.s11.cc1. Crew chief, PFC 

Ro be rt C. Luce , r. nd f''~nor, PFC Ric '1nrd E. fu bncy Jr • , wore scvorcly 1" Tned 

in the er.sh and required rncdicnl cV:1.Cl)C'.t:l.·1n to 
7

Tnfl. Trnng. PFC Dabnev 

subsequently d~.G<l on 3 June while nnroute to an At'my hospital in 

Sr.n Antonin, Texr.s. 

10 
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Gcnar[l.l: 

Du.ring this qul'l.J~t0r, coM:)n.ny ., irc:r"'.ft mowd north dr.1.ily from tho 

R".n Mc Thuot nrea, until the coID'1:.'.;-iy 0pernti··ms c·mtrol wns moved to n. 

filed locQtion in si.1p·-.nrt 0f Oper'.1tion Pn1 1 l Rovero south of Pleiku. 

Novorthclcss, tho 155th ::tircr~ft continued to pr.wide a.ir sup'')<)rt to tho 

23d Division in e. number of important opc:r-«'.ti:>'1S st"'.f!C'!d fr·1m Bc.n Mo Th110t. 

Events f""'llowed n colnrf11l line us cmnprmy com..w.mder, )hj ::.n.rl'J.S, 

received n Viot11'1moso :i.wnrd e.nd meT'lbers of' ~1is comm.":l.nd wore pros~mted 

like recognition for their efforts in .•1ssisting t'i.o 23d Division in its 

be-. ttlc ::i.grdnst tho eoIJl?lon o:ri.o:rrr•. A ch['.nge 0f co1mn.~nd ceremony braught 

b. new ler.dcrship, t'..S the compc.ny raoved to fi111· support of tb.e 4th Li-

frmtry Division, newly r\r:rivc<~ from the stntes. 

Events nnd ()per.~ ti :ms: 

The first ten d".ys of July i-re··c S'!?ont in tho usual su:;port riissions 

1.ri<·hin tho loc.1.l flying n.rc:n.. A dr.rine l::•.to ·".ftcrnnr>n rescue of ~ downed 

USAF 0-1E pilot n~,do by n UH-1D coJ'!'llil'"".ndod hv CWO Wesley D. Page on 

3 July nddod rmch r)y.itirrl.srn to future o.ir-ln.nd reacuos. Within 20 minutns 

fron tho time t110 roocuc c~,11 W"!'' rc•c0iv~d in 155th Opcr.tions, CWO 

Pn.gc 1 s n.ircr.ft Wf'.S n.,-i.l:i"lp the ptck·-r;i. Flight S1lrgoon Cpt Jnraes P.J.ulk 

u~.R on b.·n.rd to "'.ssist tho downed nilot. A lif!ht too.m ;f 
11
'Fnlcon

11 
gun 

L .... tor th.'t CVO>i.i:1g t'1.c con;x~'.ny Is c:jrcr·,ft we~c 'lssomblcd ::it 

fun Mo 'fhu.;t to lift u.. quick T'CnctL.m fore':: to th[J scene of the downod 

0-1E on a lonely stretc~1 of rot:'.d no".r the C".T'lb:x1inn border. Howevnr, 

pnor went'J.or c.1nditions pr~:vontod the lift, and t1:1e plnnc wns extr.ctcd 
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thG nest day. 

July Fourth w-:-..··· P"'-ssed ['.t ho-<nc bn.so with Victnnneso representr.tives 

fron tho locnl Da.rln.c Pr:wincc gn. t.hoT"'.nf to col:-br.tc the Declnrntion Day 

with the Amcricnn sorvicc:.1.en ···". t'l)_.: "'.vi2.tion compound. Province Fin:-.nce 

Chief Tri p:roscntcd rifts to th0 C0J''1Eln~1d i:-i bo~i.n.lf of his peo1;ile for the 

continuing US effort in opposing Vint Cong <\fproscion in t 1.1cir ~ron. Tho 

r.10rning of 5 J1U.y sri.1-r men '.'.nd a.ircrJ.ft of the 15°5th ret1 1rning tn the 

Ploiku o.ron. to continue wuo'10rt of grc1u.TJ.d units th.ere with. tho 52d R"l.tta-

lion. 

During the vcriod 6 t? 10 Jt~ly thG com ~'.'1.ny W'S once more in wnpnort 

of the 23d Di vision wi t11 the prir:1ri.ry duty of lifting oloments for tho 

1~.5th Rep.i::nent in tho Buon !b nrea. 
JJ • ur1ng tl-\is oper".!.tion, five troop 

lifts were n.ccomplisli.ed. Two of t'·1c lifts, on 8 and 9 July, c~rriJd 

700 rogulr.rs to ground cont.-:-.ct wit'!-\ n.n ostir.i .. "1.t.,d bl'.ttalion size Viet Cong 

force in the ·ui.cini ty of Buon ;Io·. 0n·r.y bro if cont".1.ct 'W'ls m1de the first 
• 

dr..y, but subsea_uent ang-!l.ee ~ents followed the next chy with nounting 

c~:i.sunlties on h:>th sides. Ap'"Jr0~dr.1n.toly 1L~O :roinforcm:icnts ns well r.s 

i".r;nnuni tion '.'..nd su~~?lios were fl(nm in t.hr.t nftcrnoon. A body count of 

100 Vfot Cong \r-1.s roportC!d by Ar.1cricnn :•.dvis0rs nc:"'.r the :-i.ction, while 

frcindly killed W·.,S t:JrMOd lip.'it. C,wer SUJJ~)OT't )rnvidcd by the 155th 1
S 

nrmcd 11F,i.lcon11 ;Jlnt<)On ncconntcd for rinny of the o;-icny killed. Ground 

troo;is cnpturod enemy rifles, r~dL., oquiryr.i.cnt nnd Viet Cong documents. 

ment. 

Successful 155th !:X'-~~ticipn..tivl1 in t11c close gr'.l- nd comb-'lt of tho 

2Jd r:dssio~ suprJart pr·:1mptcd Brir. Gon rr.uyr--h Van ltt·mh, 23d Di-lrision 

CcFLt:i"'.nding G(rwrnl, to present 'ifiotnnmcsc honors· to throe men of the com-

pr.ny on 1 August. 155th Cor~~-ndcr, lhj P·:trlas, received thD Victii_amese 

( 12 ~~. ,,. 
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Gc.llnntry Cross wi· ,,, tho SiJ.vc-r St<'.r f·;:r hie close 1. ,..._"?Or:'\'l:.i.:m .. wi_i:.h"-tt10 

ARVl'J divist,·m stc.ff nnd pcrsoDnel ~3incc coning to t~ 1 0 c0i:1E'lt1.nd in Dccct1bcr 

1965. To Cryt Frost ~,nd 1 Lt 1·Iilli 1 ·~ o. H"'.rtin uont tho Vict!'l::tr.tcse Cross 

nf G'i.llr.mtry for their ::>"-rt in sti;>~) -i·tin[" ATI.V~T cor:1b' t c.cti•)n during CPcr:i-

tL::m Tlinng Long, 8 July t·'.> 12 Jnly 1966. C;;:it Frost U"S dcc~r'r:'.tcd for 

sup;:irossive l'.'.r;l\cd n.ir su"?::x)rt which r:~sul ter1 in killing forty Viet Cong. 

1Lt H'lrtin received his Viotnl".meso r.lcdn.l for cvncunting 26 w··:mnded from 

m:.c1cr cncrJY fire i:i..nd rctti.rning t11c:rn to :-:i.r:>.dic:i.l f::>.cili ties in Bnn Mc Thuot. 

D11ring the period 11 to 31 Suly, tho co:mp.".'.ny returned in force to 

coordinntc with 52d B:itt~.lirm opor.n.tions in sup·"ort of tho 25th Inf1:mtry 

in th~ Plciku r..rnn. Fibld b'.lsc Cf.'..tock1 was utilized often during tho 

lil.::>nth by 1 r.;~th nircr.ft in stn.ging tr'.)'1P lifts :ind ri:;supryly missions. 

Tho snmc type of r.rl.ssion st1pp:Jrt c6ntinu.ed t.1'ro1•gl-i Au.gust when the field 

b-i.se wns moved to the Special Forces c"'.mp located :i.t Ploi Djcrcng,and 

l:t tor to t~ie di vision 1 s F0nr.ird 5up)ly Aron south of t~:iere. 

With tho re::i.s sigr•_'!lr"!lt of two 15 5th pilots, Cut Franklin E. Pe.-:-.rcc JR • 

. '1nd Cpt Ger~.ld L. Zicplcr, to tho 2d Aii:·lift Plntoon, 282d Avi:".tinn Con-

:.)my on 5 August, this unit rclincrnis!1cd further ros71onsibllity of c.dmin-

istrntivc fli1Shts f,1r tho 33d Senior Advisory tee.ms. The 2S2d nircrnft 

were nssigncd rcgul:".rly to tho VIP flight r.tlssions ."'.t Br.n Mc Thuot r.nd 

utilized tho ~Jerking ".nd :refumline fr>.cili tics :i.w'.iln.blc o. t the ::iviation 

cc>m?J<'1.ny b'.'.'.sc. · 

On 10 August i·ll:-c.i Fn:r]/!.S rclinauished the comr.r,n.d of tho 155th c.s 

11 St.<i.geco<'.ch 611 to M.'1.,i Rob· rt V. Atldns0n, Inf. Tho 'i2d Batt"'.lion Collll'1'Ji1.n-

cl.or, LtCol F.">y Rice, took p.-:.rt i!l th'' oxch'.1nr,e of t~;c compnny guidn "Il• 

Aftcrvr.'.rds, M1.j Pc.rl:'ls in"ri t(')d LtCol Rice tn join 11ira in putting the ro­

n'1ining 15 r.iim·tos on l!f~-1D, 11umbcr 64-1Y45, fliring the nircrr-.ft into 

the compulsory 1200-hour enfino ch1.nge. This wns ~ first for -tho company 
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n engine endur.,."lcc, o.nd fl. ro.ri ty in tl-tc Viet ·,,Jo.m co!!lbn t zone. 

rcconnniss:mco n.nd road clc.,.ri:ng f:.·n1n 7 t''r:,ug~1. 12 Scptcrnbe:r in tho 

Viet Cong, resulting in the dostr11ction of 50 struct.urns ar..d 30 enemy 

k:Llled. 

ThTavghout August -.nd Septot:tbnr, the 1 S5th s-pont the r:i..".j0rity of its 

opnr.tion::tl tine in the field under raonso::m clouded skies. O;)ernting in 

connection with tho 119th ~nd 170th Avi~tion Comp.~nics nnd n 1st Ccv:i.lry 

(C!l-47A) o.irlift unit, 155th yilots :,roved extremely roli<".ble during the 

qu".rter res no n'•.jor o..irc!"r.:ft o.ccidents nccur 0·cd nnd 11'1 lives were lost. 

It l/'.\S di'!'ing this pcri·'.)d n.lso tlin.t thn conp.,.ny ·:>rg"'.nizcd f.'..nd cor.iplotcd 

I". move fror.i. P.".n Mo Th.uot t.o Cnteckc., Yitt.i its ovm mess ~.,crso;mcl c.nd 

opC':r::ttions tono int~:ct. In the fPtvrc, br-.tto.lion :r:i.css nnd opcr~tions 

f:--.cilitie.s were to nwitch frcq11cntly n:;iong tho t'irec com~nnics in the 

Plciku r•.rc:1. 
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Period 1 Oct - 31 Doc 

Gonor~l: 

continued thrt,ughout this ix~riod, oxtcmdir1g to the north as f-:i.r ns Ko!ltum, 

c.nd 8.S fnr s.:mth as the ener.1y infested Chu Pong m··un.t:,.in rnnge. O?crntions 

C'..lso extended ns fo.r wost r.s tho Cr-.mbodian border, with tho 155th involved 

in ~ r.1..."1.jority of the missions. 

Evon ts '!Jr,.wcd to be ;ilcilsr.mt on 'f'.mnksgi ving .,_nd Christm."1.s for the 

men of tho 155th. B0th d.-i.ys wnro holid·cys f0r the troops nnd both were 

e!ljoyed fi ttlngly. On 211- 1'foyombcr the co:.11101~nd swir;u:itlng pool wns offi-

ci:clly opennd b· th.0 17th Group Conun...,.ndor, Col .John W. M.1.rr, Inf, :.:md 

~2d J1"1.tt'1lion Comn~ndcr, LtCol Foy Ricn, i~ ~ ribbon cutting ce~em.ony. 

On 24 Docnmbor the now B".ttnlion Conn1.....,.nrlor, LtCol Pri.ul C. Smithoy, TC, 

:i.ssistcd in dr:id c·'ti11g t~.e Crossbow Inn ?.TCO club wM.ch contributed to the 

rclP.xn.tirnnl offerings 0f the r.1ri.n.tion cam·:)Ol.md ;it Br..n Me Thuot. 

Evonts nnd Opor·-:.tions: 

(}9er•.tion So:::-.rchlight requirod "two gun sl1i"ps in the 810.n Thiet .'l;·ca 

fr:m 7 through 12 October to test tho s11i t.~·."hili ty vf 1.~sine t~.o zion 

infr:'.1.red se".rc~:i.lir::>,t during night comc'"'t o·:)Or'"'ti JDS. Working in c.:m-

jundtirm 11ith clements ::if the 1st C:=i.vaJ.::-y, the "F·•lcons" hit hnrd at VC 

:"'.cti vi ty in keeping Route #;; opon north of Phr.n Thiot :ind i:r.rpf.'..iring 

cneriy rice stcnling r.~ids. 

Airlift ~Jl::-.t.:.-.:ms of the 155th wo;~e :LnY0brod in the suprinrt of ale-

M.onts of the 25th Inf:"'.ntry .n,nd the ncwlY :i.:.~ ivcd 4th Infn,ntry. Personnel 

r~.uring this time w-:;rc billotod in t~ic tr.nsi t qff\rtcrs provided :.i.t Cc.mp 

Holloway, Plciku. 
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On 23 throug'i·-25 October the 155th· ope!"".ted in breif airlift support' 

of the 23d Division in the n.-,n He '~"1uot are!."'. of opcr~tions. During·the 

last hnlf of Octriocr, five ~.irlift ·'.ircrr·~ft 1.nd two gun ships wo;~e as-

sign3d to US .S«:0c:Lr.l i•'orcos t'nit l~1cntcd in t'.1e Kontum n.ren. 155th 

c.ircr2ft :-..ct··:d in nvi:'..tion supr.iort during the clnssificd oper:'.'..tio~ of 

long rnnge reconnc.issancc pr.trol .Jctions. This aper tion turned out to 

be :)DO of the most intorestinr. ".nd chnllonging for the u.r1it pilots nnd 

crow members ::~like. 

On 30 October c. UH-1D cor.1n:=?.nded by WO Michncl N. Coryell nnd pilotnd 

by vfo Will'ler J. WillinghnI1 Wf',s shot dmm i,1hilo on n rosupnly ms:::ion for 

::i.n clement of the 25th Inft>.ntry ne~r Plci Djcrong. Crshing to tho grnui1d 

in flo.mos, the nirc:rn.ft bc.d 110 survi vo:rsl Also porisl-iing in the f'.ircr.ft 

were the crow chief, PFC .fames H1.llwr c.nd tho gun;'lcr, SP/ 4 John W. 1'food. 

While in s··:1'Jort ,)f o~)Qr:-:> tio::is "10~'.r F" ontu.m in lo. te Cctobor, the 

155th W"cs involved in n rescue of l'l.n Air Force pilot :::bot dmm by intonec 

onei:ny gr0tmd fire in hostile torri tory. 1 Lt Richard :I. Sil vn, Arty, nnd 

WO Stephen E. Bircb.all uer0 disp.":'.tch;·cl in o. 11'i-1D with two gunships in 

csco·ct to m::i.k3 the dr.mgcrm.~s ~·ich.'1.1.::/ of the u.'1injurcd pilot i~1 nenr dr>.rk-

:r.ess. The rescue story m-:do t"!i.o Pr-.c~.fic S~ ~ Strines, and c..ll part-

ici;):-1:rits were aw:lrd. distinguirlhcd combnt ~:i.cri::i.l dcc0r".'.ti'.:mS. 

Cor.rplot,ing tho S~Jecic..l F;1rccs suiT.•:)rt r.1issL:m o.t Kontum, tho 155th 

dis:_->t'.tchcd one plP.toon of :c~irlift ships ~.::1d two gun ships to. 11 similar 

r.rl.ssion, O:Xlrntion Omegr., ::i.t Bo.n Bloch, 25 rules :north of Erm Mc Thuot. 

DPring t'1".t O;Jl!!'~tion,o.ircrnft wore divc!ted fr'.')m. n p.".trol lift to n 

h"'ll.•C tr. .., h it'h f B:.,n Ploch ''J.
0 r"tri·p •.fl~ch~1" .... 1·cr..l fnilurc in~ "- o;J ._.r er .S SOl. . C :.. • .· · ·" · . . ,, .. • nu , 

155th W!-1 D resulting- in n. forc1::d ln~1di1i.g in jungle tcrr::i.in cnusod air-

c, .. 11.ft r.om:ri.".ndor Cpt Freddie ll. ~Jilli0.!':'.lS n.nd :pilot WO Dennis M. Trux to be 

c~r.cu!".ted t-:J the Army hospit8.l nt ·:·.~.-\ Trr.mg. T?.apid :"ortction by other 
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com]_'.)<'l.~f e.irCTnft dir:rp-"itc'"'cd f'rom B'ln Mo Thuot nndo the ~uccessful reacue ·· · 

posaiblc, even thnugh it lr.lS dnrk. Cpt Williri.ms ~' s 1:-:-. tor cv':'..cuntod to 

tho st:1tcs '!.-hilo tho other crow nu:i)nrs ·:>.nd t~.rco p3.ssenge:rs a.board re-

turned to th:i cmJ'<.'l.ny from hospit:i.l rocuperc\tion. 

On Thnnksgiving Dny tho 155th, minus those personnel involved in 

Opcro..tion Omcgn, enjoyed '.1 breif respite in nission activity nt fun Mc 

Thuot. Tho dny w:->s observed with a fly-byrnwo.rds ·g.nd-docorP.ti-:ms ceremony, 

dodicntion 0f the new swiraning pool and n short intcrdcnominntj.ono.l ser-

vice, followed by a well prepared T'.\08.l for tho non ~nd guests in the cm-

listed mess. Monnwhilc, Cpt Ch;"'.rlcs T. Pcl'.scs, Inf, and WO Jnm.es K.Frcd-

erickson utilized onq UH-1D to fly Gen Hillian C. WP-straorelr..nd and p11rty 

into Sr,>ocinl Forces camps lacnted in the Bnn Mc Thuot are~. They wore 

.-es~orted by two "F~.lcon" gun ships. 

Dcc31;ib'.:lr wns ngri.in ch:i.rr:.i.ctorizcd by the 155th in Plcikn ::iron opera-

tions in sup~ort of tho 4th a!1d 25th Infantry Divisi0ns, the 52d Battalion 

having taken full rcsponsiblity of those units• nir support. Mid-December 

snu the termin~tion of Opcr:i.tion Omogn nt &tn Blr:ich, nnd the 155th w~s 

looking forwnrd to n well deserved r·~)st and compa::1y reunion ~'- t home b".so 

over tho tw·~-dny Christmns truce. 

ChristTIVJ.s Eve dc-.y sa.w the: comm.ny in full strcneth at the compound 

in B:v:i Me Th.1wt. Victn.'.lnoso Province Soc·V>r Chief Col Thnnh nnd 

~Jguycn Vnn Cnn, president of the Provi;1ci(',l Committee, headed :i. dclogntion 

which proocn~od n plr.i.qno to the 155th, 2.nd other gifts to all mcm.bers 

!Yt'Of3cnt. Some 80 }fontngnnrd or:~Jh:'..ns irisi tod tho coI!lpound la.tor th.et morn-

ing nnd w<wo greeted by WO Robort !-J. Johnson drosso.1 QS Snnt:l Cle.us wh:) 

g~.vc th.cm gifts of ctindy. On Crr1stI'1~"-S dri.y tl:io men cnj oyod n fenst pro-

ceded by n short rcligi:1us service. From t11011 u,,til 2 Jo.nun.ry,' tho 155th 
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P'1.rt III 

155'.rH !7I1LTI\Y- GOH:)L1·1Y (.:l\l·U.) 
1 J A?lUAP.Y 1 S·66 - 31 DBC:~, frj:zR 1966 

Cor.ibn.t hours flown 

Comb:"Lt sorties 

Total prtssengcrs 

'total c~rgo 
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65,768 

77,000 

.3,846 tons 
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155TH AVIA'l'Io·~ COiIPAH1

..'. (AHL) 

On 20 November 196i:: Conp"-nY A, for"!".lorly of tho 1st Avintbn Be.tt~lion, 

1st Ir.fri.ntry Division, Fnrt Riley, Kn.nsn.s, w::i.s rodcsigno..tcd ::s 155th 

Airi!'.tion Corap"'.ny (AML), hnving boon opern.tbnnl o.t Bn.n Me Thuot, Republic 

of Vic.t Nr.n since 1 June 1965 as p').rt of the 52d A"/ir'.tion B.".ttr.lion. 

The former 155th Avi~tion Compnny wns nssigncd to the 1st Infnntry Div-

ision ns Compnny A, 1st Avintio'1 13.'1ttn.lion upon its nrriVT.'.l in Viet ;.rri.m 

from Karon. 
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ROSTER OF KEY 2E.RSOiTNEL 

i•s of 31 Dcclnbor 1966 

155Tff 11.VIA1'I O>~ COMPANY (Ai-IL) 

Camn",nz Ifoo.dgunrtcrs 
Atkinson, Robert V. MAJ 066671 INF 
Fleming, Ch~.rlio P. MAJ 01~005545 INF 

Hnycs, Jnmcs B. Jr. MAJ ()99329 DTF 

Bcj:.z,,John A. CPT 05710479 INF 
Snsser, Henry A. W01 "13151568 QMC 
Newport, Dennis E. MAJ 04026571 ·cE 

Coley, Tho:r.Y'.S W. MAJ 01880931 CE 
Doyle, John P. MAJ 072037 TC 

Service Plntoon 
M'.'l.rtin, Willinn O. CPT 05104493 ARM 

J.f>jj;.h Tr::ms De~ 
Stephens, Richnrd B. HAJ 081535 TC 

8:Y:i Mod Det 
P~nlk, Jmnes F. CPT b53r.7G2i~ MC' 

20gth Signnl Det 
Kr-irvnhn, Rn.ymond L. CPT 04022958 SIG 

212th MP Dot (K-9) 
Thomns, t1_:lrrison C. SGT RA14810846 --

2~d Avn Bn Soci.•rik Sec 
B-i.ker, Chn..rlos H. SGT RA1353GS31 

... ... :. ":] 

C0 C!:idr 
Co XO . 
Flt Opns Off 
Intel Off 
Supply Off 
1st Plnt Cmdr 
2d Pla.t Cndr 
3d Plat CiiJdr 

Svc Plnt Cm.dr 

Det Cmrlr 

Dot Cndr 

Dct C:rrtdr 

Dot I.<lr 

Stic Ldr 

PR~VIOUS 155TH COMPnAY co:1fi'!{AiJDERS 

DcLonch, William W. l-1AJ 067668 
Y::tmn.gn te. , Fred T. 
ITl.'.pier, J::i.LlCS W. 
Pnrlns, Joseph L. 
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ViAJ 02097050 
MAJ 0'72172 

Jr • MAJ 01935283 

s3llJH::>~JV 1VtJOl1VN ]HJ. lV OJ')()OOtid]IJ 

.ARM 20 Me.r 65 - 28 Aug 65 
nw 28 Aug 65 - 15 lfov 65 
INF 1; Nov 65 - 18 Dec 65 
INF 18 Dec 65 - 10 Aug 66 
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