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FORARD
Serving as a combnt swmmort aviation wnit in the Renublic af

Viet Yam, the 155tn Aviation Company (AML), with its supporting detach-

ments, is similar to the many other aviation units of the same size and

structure. Formed oripinally as Company A, 1st Aviation Battalion,

1st Infantry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas, the uvnit arrived at Vung Tau,

Viet Nam on 1 May 1965. Bringing with them 24 UH-1D'g, the. company!'s

advance party was welcomed to Ban Me Thuot by Lt Col Delbert Tounsend,

late commander of the 52d Aviation Pattalion. After much preparation and

many training hours, during which the men of Company A became proficient

" in the new and demanding techniques of flying in a combat zone, the company

was declared operational on 1 June 1965. On 20 “ovember 1965 Company A

was redesignated as the 155th Aviation Company (AML),

From the first, however, the airlift platoons were known as the

"Stagecoaches", while the armed platoon was called the "Falcons."! Under

these names, the men of this vroud company have snread their reputation

for accomplishing their mission while mintaining the highest of safety

standards thronghout Viet Vam. From Qrang Ngai in the north to Soc Trang

in the south, from the fertile coast to the Cambodian border, they have

flown over 30,000 hovrs in supnort of t-e allied forces combatting the

threat of Commmism in Sor th East Asia.
This historv is dedicated to all those men who have served with the
155th Aviation Company since its arrival in Viet “am, wit» special tribute

to those officerg,warrant officers,

and enlisted men who gave their lives

ir defense of their country,
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IN MEMORY

1965
PFC MICHAEL E. DAVIS
WO JOSEPH S. YUYLER
SP/5 WILLIAM J, JOHNSOM
1/LT HAROLD A. PREISENDEFER
1066

WO EUGENE W. CASHWELL
WO MICHAEL N. CORYELL
PFC RICHARD E. DABHEY
30 TAYMO:D L. FORD

PFC GPECORY L. MILLER
W0 PHILIP C. S:ITH

PFC JAMSS VALKER

WO WILMER J. WILLIWGHAM

S2/4 JOHN W. WOOD

...that these men shall not have died in vain.
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PREFACE

Since 10 Anprst 1066 it has beon mr privilepe te command the
155th Aviation Companv (AML). However, before that time I had the
omnortunitv to observe this commany for a number of months while assigned
to the Ban Me Thuot area., The flexibility of t:e aviation support
overations and far ranging missions impressed me. I found it even more a
challenge to command the vmit with such an evident display of esnrite de
corns and team effort by officers and enlisted men of the comvany and
detachments. During the neriod of my ‘command, this company has supoorted
ground nnd air elements of US and Renublic of Viet Ham units in the
Central Highlands. It has been my pleasvre to be a mart of this hard
working combat assault helicopter commany.

In the fvtvre I wish for the 155th the kind of year that it enjoyed
so succassfuvlly in 1266, Company nilots, crews and aircraft flew a
mydmum nvmber of combat haars wit™ outstanding maintenance supmort.
behind them, and have nroduced on of the finest rnit safety records in
Viet "am. The men of each svprorting vnit contribr-ted to the overall
flight record of the commanvw, and madé real history for the past year.
Individvall&, they deserve special commendation for their participation
in the full vesr's efforts of 1066,

It is a privilege to write this -rcfuce to the 155th's unit history
for 1966. A it history which began a good meny fLring hovrs and DEROS
dates ago at Fort Riley, Kansas, and which is being made daily here in

Viet Yam in the highest of US Army and aviation traditions.

/ i 7 " .
%’V( ‘//4/{ o ;,,y,)
RORERT V.CATKI"\‘SOHW
Major, Tnrentry
Coumanding
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Part I P
MISSION AND RESOURCES '

idission
The mission of the 155th Aviation Compuny is btu provide movenment, of

combat troops in airmobile ovperations, and to provide tactical air move-

_ ment of comhat supnlies and equipment within the combat zone.

Organization
The 155th Avidtion Co'prny is organized vnder TOE 1-77C and has the
follovwing units attaehed:
165th Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field Maintenance)
8%h Medical Detachment
208th Signal Detachment (RADRED) (AVIONICS)
524 Aviation Battalion Security Section
212th Military Police Detachment (K-9)

#Ajr Force Detachment 10, 5th Weather Sowvadron

* Not attached but in weather and flight nlanning svpport with METRO

weather advisories.
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Regiontl Analysis

Turrain

The II Corns Tactical Zone, in which Ban Me Thﬁot is located and
in which the 155th Aviation Company renders the majority of its suprort,
covers an area of 32,725 square miles, or 49% of the land area of South
Viet Nam. Its western border is 342 miles long and in common with Laos,
in the northern portion of Kontum Province, and Cambodia to the III
Corps Tactical Zone. The eastern border is aporoximately 400 miles of*"
‘doastline with the South China Sea. The area is 40 miles wide in the
north and 342 miles wide in the south. This area is politically divided
into the Provinces of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleilu, Phu Bon and Fhu Yen in
.the 0od Division ARVN Tactical Zone, and Darlac, Khanh Hoa, Quang Duc,
Tuyen Duc, Ninh Thvan, Lam Dong, and 2inh Thuan in the 23d DTA, Geo- :
cravhically, this area may be diwided into three major areas.

1. The coastal plain is a narrow strip of long, flat, often |
mershy terrain,not more than twenty miles wide from the sea inland. .l
This area is formed bv a serics of numerous river deltas interrupted by \
rocky ridge lines roning steeply to the sea, This area is almost
entirely under cnltivation, with four rice crons A year.

2, The mountain region extends from north to south almost the
entire lenght of the IT Corps Tacticsl Zone. Elevations range from
3,000 to 8,000 feet, with the eastern slopes auite steep and the western,
more gradual. Rain forests cover three quarters of this area with most ;
of the remainder covercd with open, diciduous growth, Cultivation is
limited to small, clenred areas on relatively flat land. Flying in this
area is very hazardovs with forced landing areas ~ractically non~exist-
ent, ceilings freauently very low and winds unpredictable.

2
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3. The nlateau region is located west of the mountains and is

comprised of the Kontum Plateau in the north and- the Darlac Flatean in __ .=

the gsovth, This repion has altitndes ronging from 1,000 to 3,000 feet
with gently rolling hills and mech Opon PTOM. Where 4 rojl is not

under cbltivation, a thick growth of grass, to a height of eight to ten

feet, covers the ground. Where adcavate drainage is ~rovided, this area

17ill support four vecgatable crops yearly.
The principal cities of this arca rre Phan' Thiet, Phan Rang,
Whe. Trang and Qui Nhon on the coastal plain; Dalat in the mountains; and
Ban Me Thuot, Fleiku and Kontum on the plateaus. The major routes of
this area are:
Route #1  Saigon - Dnnang (Constal Route)
Route #11 Dalat - Phan Rang
Route #14 Snigon — Pan Mo Thuot - Pleilu - Kontum
Route #19 Pleiku - vi Mon
Route #20 'Saigoﬁ - Dalat
Route #21 Ban Me Thuot - Nha Trang
The republic's major rnil line parallels Route #1 along its entire
length with one spur 1inc from Phan Rang to Dalat. The logistical and
commmications complex at Cam Ranh Bay is located betwecn Phan Rang and

iha Trang.

Weather
Weather throughout this aren can be divided into the summer mon-
soon, June through September, and the wintcr monsoon, November through
April, with the monthy of Moy and October 28 periods of transition.
During the summer monsoon the wind is asouthwesterly, ceusing cloud

buildups on the western glopes of the mounteins. This results in 2
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rainy seasean for the nlateaus and mountainous areas during the summer

months whilec the coastal provinces have eclenr skies and rood - flving
werther. The winter monsoon “rinfs & anrhtensterly flow with conditions
reversed. The coastal provinces of Binh Thuan and “hin Thven.are little
effected by cither monsoon and have gcnerally clear weather the year
around.

Average rainfall in the mountain and plateau areas is 90 inches,
and on the coastal plain 87 inches. <The temperatvrés on the coastal
nlain range from the mid-70s to the high 80s during the rainy season and
low 80s 4o high 90s during the dry season. The mount~ins and platenus
experience temroratures from. the mid-67s to mid-80s during the wet season,
and low 60s to low 80s dvring the dry scason, Winds A~re norm2lly gusty
a2t 10-15 knots with velocitv incrcasing with altitrde., Surface winds up

to 25 knots are fvequeﬁtlv encorntered.

Indigenous Population

Tho TI Corps Tactical Zone has 2 population of aporoximately 2.5
million people, or just over 20% of the population of the Republic of
Viet Mam, ‘he majority of this poprlation is 1§cated alons the coastal
plain in the vieinity of the citiecs. The mrjority of these peoplc are
Ann~mese.

The mountain and plateau regions nre jnphabited chiefly by
Montngnard tribesmen. There are thirty-nine major tribes and some 150
subordinnte tribnl grouns of these peonle living in the highlands of
Viet Nam, Combodim and lnos., Ban Me Thuot is the traditional canitol of
these people. The II Corps nrea is inhabited by apﬁroximately 500,000
Montagnords. The largest tribe jin this rogion is the  Rade, whose in-

fluence cxtends from Kontum to Ban Me Thuot.

4
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Part TI
STCIITICALIT BV IS 4D OPRATIONS
Friod 1 Jan - 31 Mar
“General:

Company operntions of this ouarter have been varied and widesprend.
From 7 Jonuary,when the 155th Aviation Company (AML) moved south to
Tan Son thut, until 10 March, when it embarked on support missions of
the 25th Infantry Division south of Fleikuv, Stagecoaches and Falcons
moved across the lemgth and brendth of South Viet Mem in air combat
supyort missions.

Hajor onerations durine this quarter involving the 155th included
a large airlift ouvt of Eien Hoz, with other short supnort onerntions
stageged from Bong Son, .hu Cnt and Tan Canh. Also vsed =2s staging areas
bv the 155th were Camp Holloway Army Airfield, Pleiku, and for several

b~ttalion missions in the local arca, Ban Me Thuot Airfiled.

Tvents nnd Operations:

Company operations began for the yorr on 7 January when the 155th
wns attached to the 145th Avintion Brttelion at Tan Son Nhut for an
operation in svprort of the 173@ Airborne Brignde. Under the command of
unj Joseph L. Parlas Jr., the 155th narticipated in its largest opera—~
tion to date. Involving 108 H-1D nireraft, the massive airlift was
strged out of Bien Hoa and consisted of six lifts, seven troons ncr air-
cr~ft. Regulers from the nowly formed Austrnlian Roynle Brigade con-
stituted a large number of the troop movement. During the oporation,
four of the 155th aireraft were struck by grovnd fire, three severely

enough to require nrecovtionnry landings. The resnonsiveness and
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preparedness of a1 L trained wroacker crew was res: :%ible for onabjing
thrce of the damaged aircrnft to comnlete the mission and return with fhe.
compeny to Ban Me Thuot on 9 Jammnury,

Goneral ouppord of bYhe 224 Division ARV wos cosomplished in on op-—
eration on 14 and 15 Janvary,with the 524 Aviation Battalion in search and
destroy missions near Bong Son. The comwany returned to the Bong Son area
on 27 Jahuary to continue operations 2s part of the 524 Battalion. Ro-
mining through 7 February in sun-ort of the ARVN airborne brigade, the
175th particimated in Operation Masher/White Wing, jointly stoged by the
US Marines, 1st Air Cavalry Division and the ARVN airborne brigade.
Initial flights wore made from the Army sirfield at Phu Cat.

28 January and 3 February saw the company performing battalion
combat assauvlts., On 4 February Sonth Viet Nam Premier, Nguyen Cro Ky and
his nmrty were trrnsnorted with eight airlift heliconters and four armed
escorts on an aerial inspection of the oncrational area. Standby for
reinforcement of the 1st Covalry was the mission of 5 February, but poor
wecther conditions foreced its cancellntion. Diring the remainder of the
oper~tional suphort, the comminy wrs engaged in general missions involvirg
resupnly and medicnl cevncuation flights., Major problems drring the -eriod
proved to be lack of supply of potable water and fuel for range burners.,
Rations and wanter weré received from o unit of the 1st Cavalry DIVARTY at
this time.

From 15 through 20 Febrvary the 15 th sunported the 3d B?igade,
45th Battalion, 23@ Division ARVY in a search and destroy operation north /
of Ban Me Thuot. Dvring this time the comrany continued its normal mis-
sions in sup-ort of the 23d Division and its Tactical Area (DTA). On

both 15 and 16 February the company wns scrttered on multiple sector

duties,
6
7 .4%75 3120 YHYN Wﬁg

77 SEC Uy Ruogny
03141SSv193a

SIAHIYY TYNOILVN 3HL LV 0IDNAOHITY




2
One misfortune mrred the fine combat vecord-of the compemy doring—

this neriods Two members of the armed platoon departed their aireraft

after landing near Br Prang on 2% ‘arch and wandered into an old French
Mineficld. Efforts to rescuec the two pilots failed. WO Raymond L. Ford

/( and WO Philip C. Smith became cavalties when they scecidentally detonated

anti-personncl mines.:

< —
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Period 1 Apr —-30-Jun o

General:

| Initinl dnys of this quarter werc spent bv the 155th in normal

,g“‘ mission flights around the verios svpported sectors, brt later missions
took the company farther awav from home basc. The 1st Air Cavalry Division
initirted Operntions Pavl Reverc in mid-April to search out and destroy
the clusive enemy in the hazardous Chu Pong mountain range. 155th supporf
of ground units with the 52d Battalion in this oncration coninued for the
rest of the ycor.

Other quarterly events proved on the minus side as éne company

pilot and ~ young gunner lost their lives in the combat zone of Viet am.

Events and Operations:

During the sarlw part of April the compeny flew daily supoort
missions for the various units aronnd the sectors and in conjunction with
the 23d Division operations near Ben Me Thuot. On 16 April the 155th de—
varted Ban Me Thuot to suprort the 3d Brignde, 25th Infantry Division on
Operation Paul Revere. From 16 throvgh 23 April tho commany staged mis-
sions from Tan Canh airfiled. It wos during this time that a combat
assnult on 20 April resvlted in nenr casralties for two 155th pilots
vwhen 2 UH=1D w-s hit bv encomy rrownd fire, Adirersaft commender, Cot
Raymond L. Hardy, Inf, and pilot ihj Wilford C. Isner, Arty, were both
wounded by a 50-caliber round that entered the cockpit, ricocheted off
the armor-plated sonts and exited ovt the other sidé. Both officers were
evacvated to Army hospitals,and Cot Hordy was later sent back to the states
for additionzl recumerntion. Maj Isner roturnsd to the unit after some

convalescence at Qui “hon Army hospital.
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During the above actisn of 20 Aoril, an armed helicopter,cormended

v

by Cnt Robert W, Frost, Armor;~enprped an-enery-50-caliber-position and
scored o direct hit with four roc~ts. Cpt Frost wns credited with ome
confirmed kill and with Adcstroying the gun position,

Mhving to Pleiku on 23 April, the 1°5th onernted from there in sup-

ot
B A 5 B

b
port of clements of the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division and the ARVN E;

i
cirborme brigade.  Thraugh the period 23 to 30 April, the company was - =
~lso involved in supmort of the 234 Division drring Oneration Longfellow. Eé

Two aircraft deily, and onc addtionally drring the rogimental size opera-

‘tions, were sunalied. Difficulty wns cncountered in meeting'this dual

[ — g
ce TR E ik

requirement ~nd also providéﬁg another aircraft for medieal evacuvation.
The number of.nircraft remrining ~t Bin Me Thuot wes generally considered
to be inadegunte. On 30 April the comrany returned to Ban Me Thuot and
nper “tions returned to norml, : ‘
During the month of May, threce aireraft werc totnlly destroved.
An nrmed heliconter was shot down in n combat nsseult north of Duc Co.
The ship burned, but no injuries were sustrined by versonnel con board.
Two Qirliff ~ rernft were lost dvring the last wock of Moy as one crashed
anéd burned dvo to o tree strike, killine two US infantrymen. Also lost
vere the lives of fovr CIDG personnel,,whilc two others were badly burned,
The seeond U-1D wns lost ~s a resvlt of cenpine failure over rough ter-
rain, Mo fatalitics or injvries occurrcd in this accident. One UH-1D
received three hits from encmy ground fire on a rasumly mission in May,
but no serious demige or pers-mal injury resrlted from this hostile con-
toct.
From 2 M-y throvgh 30 June the 155th oper~ted from Camp Hollowny,
Pleiku in general support of the 25th Infantry Divisioh, with time out

far batt~lion omerations with the 22d Division ARVY on 19 May in the -
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Porisd 1 Jul - 30 Sop’

Genernl:

During this quarter, company ~ircraft moved north daily from the
Ban Me Thuot area, until the comnny nperatisns eontrol was moved to 2
filed loeation in supnrt of Operntion Pavl Reverc south of Fleiku.
Neverthcless; the 155th aireraft continued to provide air supnort to the
23d Division in & number of important opcrations strged from Ea; Me Thnot.

Events f-~llowed 2 éolnrful line as company commander,rj “arlas,
received o Vietnamese award =nd members of "is command were presaented
1ike recognition for their efforts in assicting the 23d Division in its
bottle ngninst the common onemr. A chenge of command ceremony brought
in new lendership, os the compeny moved to full'support'of the 4th In-

fantry Division, newly arrived from the stotes.

Events and Operctions:
The first ten days of July wec spent in the usual surport missions

within the local flving arza. A doring late n~iternoon rescuc of 2 downed

3 Tuly added much optimism to future nir-land rescues. Within 20 minutes
from the time the roscue ctll wne received in 155th Operntions, 63(0)
Page's nirer~ft wns making the picko. Flight Surgeon Cpt Joames Poulk
wns on board to mssist the downed pilot. A light team of "Faleon" gun
shins werc dismatched to provide air cover for the rescuc. .

Lnter thot evening the comny's zirer-ft were assemblcd at
Ban Mc Thunt to 1ift a quick reaction foree o the scene of the downed
0-1E on a loncly streteh of rond near the Crmbodian border. However,

poor weathor conditions prevented the 1ift, and the planc was extracted
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the nest day.
July Fourth was prssed 2t home base with Vietnamese renresentrtives

fron the loeal Darlac Provinee gnthor-ng to celcbrate the Declaration Day

A~

with the Amcricon sorvicemen - th: ~viation compound. Provincc Fincnce
Chief Tri presented fifts to the commnnd in behwalf of his peonle for the

" continuing US cffort in opposing Viet Cong appression in their ~roa. The
nerning of 5 Jily sow men and aircraft of the 155th retirning to the
Pleilu aren to continue wmpmort of ground units there with the 524 Batta-
lion.

During the neriod 6 to 10 Jvly the comsnny was once more in wupnort
of the 233 Division with the primry duty of lifting oclements for tho
145th Regiment in the Buon Ho nrea. Uuring this oper~tion, five troop
1ifts were accomnlished., Two of the lifts, on 8 and 9 July, corricd
700 repulers to ground contact with an estimnted brttalion size Viet Cong
force in the wicinity of Buon Ho. On'y breif contict was made the first
dey, but subseauent engage ents followed the next di& with mounting
chsunlties on both sides. Apnroximrtely 140 reinforcoments as well cs
~rmunition and sunnlics were flowm in thnt afternoon. A body count of
100 Viet Cong was reported by Amerienn ~dvisors near the ~ction, vhile
froindly killed wns tormed light. Cover support srovided by the 155th's
armed "Falcon" nlatoon ncecounted for mny of the eneny killed. Ground
troons captured cenemy rifles, radio equinment and Viet Cong documents.,

o 155%h nireraft were rooorted dameped or hit during the two-dow engnge-

ment.

Suceessful 155th porticipation in the close gro nd combat of the
23d mission supmort prompted Bripg Gen ‘guyen Van ianh, 23d Division
Commending General, to prescent Vietnamese honors to three mea of the com-

pony on 1 August. 155th Conmonder, Mnj Parlas, received the Victnamese
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Gallontry Cross wi _the Silver Stor for his eclose o ooratiosn with-tho
ARVY division staff nnd nersonnel since coming to the commnnd in December
1965. To Cnt Frost ~nd 1Lt Yilli'~ O, M~rtin went the Vietnancse Cross

of Gallantry for their -ort in svne eting ARVY comb~t 2ctinsn during Oncra-
tion Thang Long, 8 July to 12 Jwly 1966, Cnt Frost w:s decornted for
suparessive ~rmed air suoport which rosulted in killing forty Viet Cong.
1Lt Martin received his Vietnnmese medal for cvacuating 26 wounded from
uncer cneny fire and returning them to nedienl freilities in Ban Me Thuot.

Diuring the period 11 to 31 July, the company returned in force to
conrdinate with 523 Batt~lion operntions in supnort of the 25th Infantry
in the Pleiﬁu rrea, Field base Catocka was utilized often duvring the
nonth by 155th aircr~ft in staging troop lifts and resvp»ly missions.

.The same type of mission support cdntinued throvgh August when the field
b ge was moved to the Special Forces c~mp located at Plei Djereng,and
later to the division's Forward Supnly Area south of there.

With the reassignment of two 155th nilots, Cot Franklin E. Pexrce JR.
and Cpt Ger~ld L. Ziceler, to the 2d Airlift Platoon, 282d Avintion Come
wny on 5 Aupgvst, this unit relincuished further resnonsibility of admin-
istrative flights for the 33d Senior Advisory teoms. The 282d nireraft
were assigned regularly to the VIP flight nissions ~t Brn Me Thuot and
utilized the nerking ~nd refuéling freilitics avnilable at the aviation
company bose, -

On 10 Avgust HMej Farlas relinaquished the commind of the 155th as
"Stagecocch 6" to Maj Rob-rt V. Atkinson, Inf, The 524 Battnlion Comman-
der, LtCol Fay Rice, took port in the excharge of thc company guideon.
Afterwnrds, Mrj Parlas invited LtCol Rice to join him in putting the re-
mrining 15 minvtos on M=1D, number 64-13%45, flving the aireraft into
the compulsory 1200-hour enginc change. This was o first for-the company
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in engine endurﬁncc:’and 2 rerity in the Viet Mam coﬁ%at Zone,

Throe ormed "Frleon® ~irernft were nssigned the mission of visunl
reconnaissance nnd road clenring from 7 through 12 Seotember in the
M~ Trang ayea. This flight ws chnracterized y dailw contrnct with
Viet Cong, resulting in the destruvction of 50 structurcs ard 30 cnemy
killed,

Throughout Augnst ~nd September, the 155th spont the mrjority of its
oper~tional tine in thevfield under monsoon clouded skies. Onerating in
connection with the 119th and 170th Avintion Companies and a 1st Covalry
(CY~47A) oirlift unit, 155th nilots nroved cxtremely relinble during the
quorter s no mjor airernft accidents occurved and no lives were lost.
It uns drring this perisd nlso that the company orgrnized and completed
n move from Pan Me Thuot to Catecks, with its own mess nersonnel ond
sporations team intret. In the foture, battzlion mess and operations

fneilities were to switch frequently among the three commanics in the

Plciku ~ren.
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Poriod 1 Oct - 31 Dec

Cenoral:

Oéerations in swpoort of the 29th Infantry ond the 4th Infantry
continued throughout this neriod, oxtending to the north as far as Kontum,
~nd as for south as the eneny infested Chu Pong muntein roange.  Operations
also extended as for wost as the Cnmbodian border, with the 155th involved
in & majority of the missions.

Events nroved to be nleasant on Thanksgiving ~nd Christmas for the
men of the 155th. Both days were hoiidﬁys far the troops and both were
enjoyed fittingly. On 24 Moyember the cormound swirming pool was offi~
¢inlly opened b the 17th Group Commnder, Col John ¥, Marr, Inf, and
52d Battnlion Commander, LtCol Foy Rice; in n ribbon cutting ceremony.

On 24 December the now Battalion Commonder, LtCol Prvl C, Smithey, TC,
nssisted in ded c-ting the Crossbow Inn MCO club which contributed to the

relexational offerings of the aviation ecammomd at Ban Me Thuot.
g : ;

Evonts and Operotions:
Ooeration Scarchlight required two gun ships in the Faan Thiet area
from 7 through 12 October to test the suitahility of using the zion

g
infrared se~rchlipht during aight comtnt onerntisns. Working in con-
jundtion with elements of the 1st Cavalry, the "Falcons" hit hard at VC
~etivity in keeping Route #3 open north of Phan Thiet and impoiring
eneny rice steeling raids.

Airlift pHlatoons of the 155th weve involved in the support of cle-
monts of the 25th Infontry and the newlv - ived 4th Infantry. Personnel

during this time wore billcted in the transit quazters provided ot Comp

Holloway, Pleiku.
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of the 234 Division in the Bon He Tuot aren of operations. During the
last holf of October, five cirlift ireraft and two gun ships were as-
signad to US Swnocirl Forces vnit loeated in the Xontum area. 155th
cireraft ﬁctﬁd in avintion support during the classified operntion of
long ronge reconncissance potrol actions. This oper tion turned out to
be sne of the most interesting nnd challenging fér the unit pilots and
crew members alike.

On 30 October o UH-1D commﬂndéd by WO Michacl M. Coryell and piloted
by WO Wilmer J. Willinghom wns shot down while on 2 resupply miscion for
an element of the 25th Infantry ne~r Plei Diereng. Crnshing to the ground
in flames, the aireraft had no survivorsl Also perishing in the aircraft
wore the ercw chief, PFC James Walker nnd the gunncer, SP//L John W. Wood.

Vhile in smort of operntions near Fontum in late Cetober, the
155th wis involved in a rescue of an Air Forée pilot shot dowm by intensc
enemy ground fire in hostile territory. 11t Richard Hd. Silva, Arty, and
WO Stophen B. Birchall vere dispatchad in n “H-1D with two gunships in
cseort to mke the dangorous nickup of the uninjured »ilot ia near dark=-
ness. The rescue story made the Pacific Stors and Stripes, and 211 part-
icinants were avnrd. distinpuished combat neriol deecor~tisns.

Completing the Sneeinl Forces sun.ort mission at Kontum, the 155th
dispatched onc platoon of airlift ships ~nd two gun ships to.n similar
nigsion, Onerntion Omegn, at Bon Blech, 25 niles north of Ban Me Thuot.
During th~t onerntion,aireraft were diverted from a pﬂﬁrol 1ift to a
helicanter crnsh sonth of Ban Rlech ~irstrip. Mcchanicél failure in 2

" 155th 1M-1D resulting in o foreod landing in jurgle terrain crusad air-
c-aft commnder Cpt Freddie W, Willicms and nilot WO Dennis M. Trux to be
ovrcunted to the Army hospital at “ha Trang. rapid reaction by other
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cohpany eireraft dispatched from Ban Mo Thuot mnde the successful rescue -
possible, cven though it was dark. Cpt Willinms w-s later evacuated to

the states while the other cerow meihbers 2nd three passcngers aboard re-
turned to the commany from hospital rccuperation.

On Thanksgiving Day the 155th, minus those persornel involved in
Overation Omegn, cnjoyed o breif respite in nission activity at Ban Me
Thuot. The day wns observed with a fly-by,.awards -gnd-decorations cercmony,
dedicntion of the new swirming poocl and a short interdenominational ser-
vice, followed by a well prepared meal for the men 2nd guests in the en-
listed mess. Moanwhile, Cpt Charles T. Penscs, Inf, and WO James K.Fred-
erickson utilized one UH-1D to fly Gen Willian C. Westmoreland and party
into Special Forees camps locnted in the Bon Me Thuot area. They were
:escorted by two "Frlcon" gun ships.

Decembor wms again characterized by the 155th in Pleikw orea opera-
tions in supnort of the 4th and 25th fnfantry Divisions, the 52d Battalion
having taken full responsiblity of thosc units' air support. Mid-December

saw the termination of Operation Omega ot Ban Blech, and the 155th was

looking forwnrd to a well deserved rast and company reunion nt home base f
over the twi—day Christmas truce.
Christmas Eve doy saw the commany in full strength a2t tho compound ‘&
in Ban Me Thuot. Vietnarmese Provinee Sector Chicf Col Thanh and |
lguyen Van Can, president of the Provincizl Committee, headed a delogntion
vhich prescnted n plagque to the 155th, and other gifts to all members

nresont. Some 80 Montagnard orphans visited the compound later that morn-

e it T I e O T R 1 e o

ing and werc greeted by WO Robert M. Johnson dressal os Santa Clous who
grve them gifts of candy. On Christmns day the men cnjoyed o feast pre; .

ceded by a short religisus service. From then until 2 January,- tho 155th

Iz 4

A

roloxed ind rordicd £o7 the mow vonr,

: A

44;’22{3390 YHYN (o Ag »
FOSELRONY Ruouny
a34i18sSv193g

SAAIHOUY WNOUVN L LV G3INA0UIIY




F T AU

T .

Part IIT

my ATTAT T MOMRANY ;‘,IL)
155TH ATIATIO VOJ‘LHE.gM
@ ' 1 JANUARY 1566 — 31 DECE.EIR 1966
Combat hours flown
Combnt sorties
| Total passengers

Tatal enrgo
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LINEAGE

155TH AVIATIO" COMPANY (AML)

On 20 November 1965 Comprny &, formerly of the 1st Aviation Battalion,

1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, Knnsns, was rodesignated os 155th
Avintion Compeny (AML), having becn operatisnal at Ban Me Thuot, Republic
of Vict Nen since 1 June 1965 as part of the 52d Avicotion Battnlion.

The former 155th Avintion Company was nssigned to the 1st Infantry Div-

ision as Company A, 1st Aviation Battalion upon its errival j.n Viet am

from Korea,
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Company Headgqunrters

ROSTER_OF

is of 31 Dccomber 1966

155TH AVIATIO COMPANY (AML)

Atkinson, Robert V.
Fleming, Charlie P.
Hayes, James B. Jr.
Betz, ,John A,
nsser, Henry A.
Newvport, Dennis E.
Coley, Thomns W.
Doyle, John P.

Service Platoon
Martin, William O.

165th_Trang Det
Stephens, Richnard B.

8th Med Det
Paulk, James F,

203th Signnl Det
Kervahn, Raymond L.

212th MP Det (K-9)
Thomns, Carrison C.

524 Avn Bn Security

AT
MAJ
MAJ
CPT
WO
MAJ
MAT

MAJ

CPT

AT

CPT

CPT

SGT

See

Baker, Charles H.

. -l

Delonch, William W,
Yamagote, Fred T.
ilnpier, James W.
Parlas, Joseph L. Jr

et A

7%

T S ea——

N ) Ag

/ﬁQ[mythmy
@3118SY193q

SGT

PREVIOUS

HMAJ
HAJ
MAT
. HMAJ

066671
04005545
099329
05710479
W3151568
04026571
01380931
072037

05104453

081535

0530752/,

04022958

Y PERSOINEL

IvF
INF
QMC

'CE

CE
TC

RA14810846 -~

RA13538531 -

067668
02097050
072172
01935283
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ARM
IiF
INF
INF

Co Cmdr
Co X0 -

F1t Opns Off

Intel Off
Supply Of

f

1st Plat Cmdr

2d Plat Crdr
3d Plat Cmdr

Sve Plat

Det Crdr

Det Crdr

Det Crdr

Det Ldr

See Ldr

155TH COMPHAY COMMANDERS

20 Mar 65
28 Aug 65
18 Nov 65
18 Dec 65

Cmdr

28 hug 65
15 Nov 65
18 Dee 65
10 Aug 66




