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Serving in direct support of the Free World Yorces anc the Aray of the
Reputlic of Vietnam, the 155th Aviation Compeny is similar to the mainy other
aviation units of the sams size and structure. Formed originally as Co i,
lst ivietion Battalion, lst Infantry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas, the unit
arrived at Vung Tau, Vietnam on 1 May 1955. loving immedictely to Dan e
Thuot, with an eircraft complement eof 24 UH-1L's the advencs party wos
welcomed brr LIC Dellert Townsend, Former Commander of the 52nd Aviation
Battalion, After mucih preparation and many training hours through whici the
men of Co A became proficient in the new and demanding technicues of flying
in a combst zone, the company was declared operational on 1 Jun 67, On
20 Nov 65, Co 4 was redesignated as the 155th Aviation Company (Air lMobile
Light)., Uuofficially the 155th was directed L, lst Aviation lirizace to
designate itself the 155th Assault Helicopter Company. At that time thatl
designation was in effect for all Air liobile Light dviation companies through-
out Vietnam, In 1969, the 155th was dirscted to redesignate itself the 155th
Avistion Company (iassault Selicopter).

From the first, the 155th's two airlift platoons wzre kuown as the
"Stage Coaches®, wails the Arued Platoon was called the "Falcouns", Under
these nam.is the men of the 155th have spread their reputation for accomplishing
their mission while maintaining the highest of safeby stondards anc aircraft

ayailability throughout Vietnam. Flying from Saizon in ths scutih to Dak Pek
and I Corps in tie north; from the coastal plain to the Cembodizi Lorder,
the Stage Coach ~ Falcon team has flown over 115 000hours ir suport of the
allied forces combating the threat of Communism in southeast Aisia,

This history is cedicated to all those men who have serv:d and are serving
with the 155th Aviation Company and its attached unit since its arrival in
the Republic of Vietnam, with special tritute to those officers; warrant

officers .4 eulistod merivhd gove their lives for‘a fise wirld. -
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CiTP CONYELL

Camp Corvell, home of the 155th Aviation Co (A1), and the facilities and
atmosinere it provides are largely resnonsible for the success of the 155th.
The 155th Company axea, desigmed for tactical convenicnce, is abundant with °
banana trees, flowering »lants and in genoral hag a green garden-like atimosphere,
There axe threce un-to=fate, well equinned clubs in the commany area to wnrovide
entertaimrens and relaxation for the vpersonnel of the commany. SBports fac
are Bresent within the area, affording versonnel the oyortunivy to play soft-
ball, baskethall, and wvolley ball, Ilost treasurcd of the recreation-oricnted

facilities is the large swirming pool lo.cated in the ceonter of the 155th avea.

A cool swin after a hard, hot day is one of the best morale builders available,
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6. U1 Herlery Herashida 19 4pr
7. 8P John R, Brooks 19 Aor
8. 3P4 Oran &. iicCardol 19 Lpr
G+ 1LT Fred 0. Pratt 25 Au
10. 01 WHlliam P, Earwood 8 sSep
11. %0l Redlich 5. Koppel & Sep
12. %01 Richard C. Pugh & Dec
13. OSP4 James D, Bud.ahazy 24 Juu
14. 5SP5 Willien Iister 6 Fek

15. SP4 Zdwerd Milan 4 Mar
16. SP4 James sSwonn L bex
17. 3°G Robert Pinkston 13 Har !
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to those who gave much and to those who gavs all,
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On 26 December 1969, I asswmns. command of the 155th aviation Company

(issault Helicopter). Since that date, I never cease to be amczed by the
professionalism, dedication and Isprit De Corps that exists within this
unit.

A unit history is non-existant without the daily, often times mundane,
activities of flying, These missions Tun the gauntle® from VIP support,
command ~nd control to providing & transportation service to indiginous

for any unis must Le

[t

tribesmarn, Periodically though, the ultimcte tes:
sxperienced~combat. Throughout the pagss of this history for 1569, th.
oificers and men of the 155th continually met the test and never foltered
in denying the communist forces victory.

o unit is comprised of machines and equipment, bul rather e unit

consists of men. Thise men, for the most part non-carserest, come from

Lt

all walks ard stations of life. Their education, ethnic background and

raligious Leliefs mor differ tut as soldisrs they havs arrived in the

0.

4

dopublic of Vietnam and made this unit what it is-a cohesie: , aggressive teau,

It is to these men, who daily make history, that this decument 1s ded-

’
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icated. It is also dedicated to futurc memlers of tiae 155ta so tu~t thoy

too nmay ses whot bthoir precocessors accomplishe. and en::le them ©o
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REGIOFAL AWALYSIS

TERRATN

The II Corps Tactical Zone, in which Ban Me Thuot is loeated and in which
the 155th Aviation Company renders the majority of its support, covers an area.
of 32,725 square miles or 49% of the land area of South Vietnam, Its western
border is 342 nmiles long and in common with Laos and Cambodia, The castern .
border is approximately 400 miles of coastline bordering the South China Sea.
The area is 40’ miles wide in the north and 342 miles wide in the south. This
area is politically divided into the provinces of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleiku
Phu Bon, and Thuw Yen in the 22nd ARVN Division Tactical Zone, and Darlac, Kanh
Hoa, Quang Duc, Tuyen Duc, Nunh Thuan, Lam Dong, and Binh Thuan in the 23rd
ARV’BT Dvision Tactical Zonec. Geographically, this area may be divided into
three major areas,

1. The coastal plain is a narrow strip of long flat, often marshy terrain
not more than twenty miles wide from the sea inland, This area is formed by a
éeries of rumerous river deltas interrupted by a rock ridge line ruming
s_;teeply to the sea, This area is almost cntirely under cultivation, with
_fou.r rice crops a year.
| 2, The moutain region extends from north to south almost the entire
length of the II Corps Tactical Zone. BElevation range from 3,000 to 8,000
feed, with the castern clopes quite stecp and the western more gradual. Rain
forests cover three quartcers of this arca with most of the remainder covered
with open, dcciduous growthe Oultivation is limted to small, cleared areas

on relatively flat land. Flying in this: area is vory hoazardous with forced
| landing arcas practically non=-existant, ceilings frequently very low and winds
uwnpredictable,

3, The plateau region is located west of the mountains and is comprised

of the Kontum Plateau in the north and the Darlac Plateau in the south, This




region has altitudes ranging from 1,000 to 3,000 feet with gently rolling -
hilld and ruch open area, VWhere the goil in not under cultivation, a thick
growth of grass, to a height of cight to ten feet, covers the ground. Where
adequate drainage is provided, this area will support four vegetable crops
yearly. |
The princinal cities of this arca are Phan Thiet, Phan Rang, Nha Trang,
and Qui Nhon on the coastal plainj; Dalat in the mountainss and Ban Me Thuot,
Pleiku, and Kontum on the plateaus. The major routes of this aroa aro:
Route i#1 Saigon = DPanang (coastal route)
Route #11 Dalat = Phan Rang
Route #14 Szigon = Ban Me Thuot - Pleiku - Kontum
Route #19 Pleiku - Qui Nhon
Route $#20 Saigon = Dalat
Route #21 Ban Me Thuot - Nha Trang
The Republic's major rail line parallels Route #1 along its entire length
with one spur line from Phan Rang %o Dalathy The logistical and communications
complex at Cam Ranh Bay is located betweon Phan Rang and Iha Trangs
WEATHER
Weather throughout this arca can be divided into the summer monsoon,
June through September, and the vinter monsoon, November through April, with
sthe months of May and Octohor as periods of transition, During the summer
monsoon the wind is pouthwesterly, causing cloud buildups on the western
slopes of the mountainss This results in a reiny season for the platcaus and
nountainous areas during the summer nonths while the coastal provinces have
clear skies and good flying weather. The wintor monsoon brings a northeast-
erly flow with the conditions reversed. The coastal provinces of Binh Thuan
and Fhin Thuan arc little affected by either monsoon and have gencrally clear

weather the year round,

. _ _ %




Average rainfall in the nmountain and plateau arcas in 90 inches, and
on the coastal plain 87 inches, The tempersture on the coastal plain ranges
from the mid 70's to the high 80's during the rainy season and low 80's to
high 90's during the dry season. The mountains and plateaus experience
tomperatures from the mid 60's to mid 80's during the wet season, and low
60's to low 80's during the dry secoson, Winds are normally gusty at 10-15
knots with velocity increasing with altitude. Surface winds up to 25 knots
are frequently encountered.

INDIGENOUS POPULATION

The II Corms Tactical Zone has a population of approximately 2,5 million
people, or just over 20& of the population of the Republic of Vietnam., The
ma jority of this »population is located along the coastal plain in the vicinity
of the citicse The mojority of these people arc Annamese,

The mountain and plateau regions are inhabited chiefly by Montagnard
tribesmen, There are thirty-nine major tribes and some 150 subordinate
tribal groups of these mpeople living in the highlands of Vietnam, Cambodia and
Laose Ban Me Thuot is the traditional capitol of these peoples The II Corps
Area is inhabited by approximatély 500,000 liontagnardse The largest tribe
in this region is the Rade, whose influcncc extends from Kontun to Bsn Me

Thuot,.

T



1% in Vietnam = 1969 - The Bnewy
1 Jamary - 31 larch

.

o

The new year started off with a ban; at Camp Coryell, in keenins~ with
the expected mre-Tet offensive. At 2100 hours on 2 Janwary 1969, Canp Coryell
came under its fiost hostile attack of tle year when ten rounds of B2mm mortaxr

fire fell on or near the compound, This atiack resulied in nesptive casualties
" O

.

or damere to equimment or structures. On 3 Jaxnmary, at 0150 hours, less than

five hours after the first attack, four movnds of B-40 rockets siruck the com=

nound, also with nerptive damace ox casunlties.

On 6 January, Cams Coryell agpin come wniler enemy moxtax attacl, fqu:c":een
rounds of 82mm mortars stiucl the compound from unlmown enemy nositions, Six
TE1-Il's were damased and one vehicle dameged in the attacl. Atvtackel arpin

on & Jarmwery at 2310 hours, by an unlmown size enemy force using 82rm mortaxrs,

twonty rounds struek the compound, damasing Fhrec structures and wounding two

men, one of viiom died as a resuls of his wounds.

During the month of February, Camp Coryell was relatively free from cnemy”

.

athacks, Fowever, on 23 Febrvary, ot C100 hotzs, 30 ;:oxmd.s of 82mm mortars
impacted on the compmmd from unlnowvn cnemy locations, Negative damnge res-
ulted "from this attacke

| In March the tem;o vicked up a;pin, with Camp Coryell receivin{;?_six Mmor~—

tar and roclket atiacls. The first on 4 March, occured at 2%10 hours., Twenty

.

nortars were fired with no coasuelties and no damagie. Loter that nisht, on 5

March ot 0130 hours, fouricon rounds of ThHum recoilless were received, dan-

aring five airvcraft, At 2145 howrs on 12 Iammch the 155th agpin came under

¥

1i-ht attack., Nerpiive damape resulbed from the 4wo Be=40 rockets received.

Thoe same nisht, at 0045 hours on 13 lbrch, we wona attack arain, This time
Ay J J ] G

geven rounds of 82mm mortans siruck the compound, resuliing in damase to 5

“-1H's and UH-1C,

.

On the morning of 21 March at 0130 hours, fifteen rovnris of Tom recoiless

. .

rifle lended in the commound, damasing one UH-1C, On Gunday, 27 Iaxch, the

[



155 was abtacled in the midst of o comvany perty. 4As nersonnel were broiling
steaks and opening beer, six rownds of 122mm rockets l-nded in the commound.

Four enlisted men woire womnded dvring this attacli.

During the entire year of 1968, Cam» Coryell came under atbacl 26 times,

v

-

During the querter 1 Janusxy to 31 larch 59, there were 12 cneny attaclks di-

rected at Camp Coryell,a A0 quartorly increasc.



1 Jenuary - 31 lihpeh

The 155th Lwviztion Commony durins the period 1 Janmuary = 31 March 69 cone
tinued to provide summorrt for the 23rad ATV division and obher units with_opo
crations in Ian Dons, Darlec, Tuyen Duc, Khanh lion, and Fhu Bon nrovinces.

In addition, the 155th supnorted Snecial Torces, and Ath Infantry Divi-
sion elements in the Pleilm~Xontum Province area,

Highlights of thé period weroes

On the third of Janmuery a 155 aircraft crashed into a mountain betweon
Ban Me Thuot and Dalat, after goins IFR in low clovds. The nilot died in thc_

On 5 Yanuary the 155th narticinated in & mltibatialion combat assoult

Just north of Ban Ile Thuot, Providing ten slicls and four puns, the commany

2irlifted 611 troons in 30C

[}

orvies in supvnort of the 23»d ARVE Divinion and
2/35, 4th Infantry Division.

On 17 Jamuary the 155th provided nine slicls and two rams %o the 45th
ARVY Regiment, 2% ARVIY Division for a coubat asscult south of Zon Me Thuot.
The assault was continued on 18 Janvary becovse of weathor delays the wweviovs
day with six slicls and two suns. The 155th 1ifted 1041 trooms in 416 sorties
during the two day oremation. Followings vy with doily logistic and om sup-
ort, the 155th Falcons wore crndited with 6 cncny %4110a By Adreraft and four
structures degtroved.

e During the Janvary - lbrceh cuast z, the 155th »movided combat assauvle
support to units of B-25 (8F) and 45th Infantry Resiment (ARVI) in arcas near
Gia Nghia, Fhon Co, Duc len, Iac Thirm, Bu Frang, Duon Ho, Puon lacl, and
duang Thieu, 7The result of the 155 supvort activities for the cunrtor ending
31 March awe a5 follovs.

HOURs FICAT 6,2%5

SEXITEE FLOWT 21,517

NG 32,015
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Growth Of The 155
1 Jormunzy - 31 larch 1969
“ 4 SN

In oxder that the 155th kecp uwp with the cver-increocsing worldoad and
provide for optimum support caebility, in addition to imrovins conditions
for assirned personncl, the followin nro-wams ond nprojects were initiated
during: this cuartor,

Pencuriming of the refueling: erca and airsitrin

Continued improvement in perimeter defonscs

Stepped up bunker consitruction

Renovation of the compeny dayroon

Zoviaosion of 8th liod Dot lobonr bory foeilities

Increased cmphasis on »nersonnel training program

Initiation of nisht flisht training nrogream to increase cach incive
iduals ni;’;i_ﬂ: mroficioney and provide incrcased overall nission readiness

canability.



155 In Victnam 1969 = The Encmy
1 April - 30 June

.

On 6 ipril 1959, at 2320 hours, Camp Coryell come under cnemy atiacls
Fourtcen rounds of 82mm mortars, fired from unlmown cnomy 1oca.’cions, struck
the compownd, damaging eisht Ue1H aircraft and two UH-1C sunships. Also
damared were two vehicles,

Again, on 25 Awnril, the 155 was the target of enomy attacke Ten rounds

of 82mm moxtars struck the compound, damaging four Ul=-1I aircraft, two
vehicles and two structurcs,

During the month of lav, Camp Corvell fell victim to encmy mortar atte-
ack on only two dates, beins hit three times in the same day in on instanec,
On 16 May, at 0005 hours, 14 rounds of 82mm mortar struck the comvovnd,
fired from unknowm positions. Three U’Hp-ﬁf.'s and two U’E—JC ramshing wore
demased at this time., One B was wounded and medovaced. ..t 0130 hours,
five rounds of 82ma were roceived, thic time with nesative damoges Agein,
at 2000 houxns, the 155 reccived incoming mortars, 15 in nuvmber, In add-
itidn, small armg fire was directed at the compound, The POL storage fac-
ility roceoived minor damerc ag a rosuli,

On 22 May, a®t 0115 hours, Camp Corycll camc under combined mortar and
sappor attack. i total of 556 roundn of 60 =nd 82rm moxtars, B-40 and B-41
rockets, and TH5m: rocoilless gtruelr the compound. L smell sanper team ene
tcered the compound in the PALE arca, and werce able to damnme or destroy
cignt structures and nine vehiclea., Two aireraft rocoived major damage,
and two recccived minor danase. One civilisn suerd wos slidditly woundeod.

June of 49 wag the first month aineo Senhenber of 58 thot the enomy
failed to attack Camp Corycll, The 155 »emained alert, however, beeause

of the contimos attacks on Ban Me Thuot City and ovtlying arcas,



15505 I VIETHAN 1960 ~ 100 MISSION

1 APRIL = 3C JUIT

In April, the 155th flew its aivcraft in its normal support role for
units throughout II Corps Tactical Zone,

The second half of ipril, however, was marked by a tremendous upsurge
of cnemy activity. This resulted in the 155%h providing aireraft for 22
combat assaults for B~-23, (SF) 45 Regiment, 23%rd ARVN Division, and Darlac
Sector, The 155th also began supporting B-50 Special Forces in thein op-
crations, Most of the support for Task Force Wood, opcrating in the vicw
inity of Bu Prang, camc from the 155th.

Mey brought about the cnd of our support to Task Forcec Wood, with
155th "Stagecozach® Slicks and "Falcon" Gunships removing the last of THI's
troops from the Bu Prang arca on 18 Moy, Atotal of 18 combat assaulis were
conducted throughout May in supporb of TF VWood, 2 MSF, B=23 (5 SFG) and
45 Regiment (23 ARVE Division)e ,

On 23 May, three ships supporting B-50 (SF) were hit by grownd fire,
causing onc 0 be a total loss with the loss of two crowmembers and two
PASSCNICTS,. 'l‘hg company had o total of eight aircraft damnged on combat
missions in Muy,

During the month of June, in addition to steady daily support of wnits
in its normal arca of onerations, the 155th »rovided aireraft for a total
of 16 combat assavlts. The largest of these occurcd on 21 June, when the
155th provided 5 slicks and two guns, moving over 900 troops to an arca
southwest of Ban Me Thuot,

The 155th also provided two Stazccoach slicks and two Falcqn gunships
in support of daily intelligeoncemgnthering "Sniffer® oncrations,

Although Camyn Corycll did not come under cnemy attack in June, Ban

Mc Thuot City and outlying hamlets and installations werce hard hit by the



cnemye. These attacks nceossitated the lounching of four gunships and a
flarc ship on round=thceeclock support of the besicged villages South of
Ban Mo Thuot at Iee Thicn. |

During onc of the night support missions, a commrnd and control aire
craft with scveral passengers on board ran into IFR conditions on approach
to lac Thicn airstrips The aircraft crashed into the lake and overturncd.
HMiraculously, no onc was injurcd, althoush the aircraft was comolotcly
destroyed, In a daring roscuc, the 155th commandcr hovered near the wrecked
aircraft and allowed the wet survivors to board his ajircraft,

Statistics for support provided Apriledunc 1969, zrc as follows:

Sortics 19,838
Hours 6,968
Cargo (Tons) 210
Passengers 32,609
Enemy KBa 11

Structurcs Destroyed 13



1550 I VIZITAY 1969 - TiZ COMPANY

1 APRIL - 30 JUI'E

The 155, during the sccond gquarter of 1969, did much work aimed at
improving living and worlking conditions for its assirmoed personnel ai
Camn Corycll., Soie of the more significant imsrovements werces

The COC (Combat Opcrations Center) wes rcnovated and further wrotected
with a chain link fonce,

All the structures on nost were completely repainted,

Flaxrc »nots were installed to lisht the runway ot ni~ht,

A1l the revetnents were topped with S5P,

The defonsive perimeter was strongthened with additional wire barricrs
and the introduction of a .50 Caliber machine gun on ton of the ir Forcc
observation towcr.

Many nov bun'ers were constructed so that thore is sufficient bunker
space for all porsonncl duxing atbecls.

The rovetment areca and many arecas of the cantomment aren wore ros
surfaced with ponenrime,.

A s chamber was constructed for gas mask tosts,

A 25 meter small arms test firing range was instituted,

i now dayroom woas built and stocked with reereational cquinment and
books.

-

The company swimning nool, inactivo for_the past yoar, wms rclined,
refilled, and the arca around it was reoavaed,

It was officially rcoponed the last week in Moy, with 155 Comaonder,
Fajor Bobby L Moorn, being the first to take the plomge. To hin rogret,
he forgot to get his clothes off in timc,.

The above improvements plus additional internal improvemcnis in onw

orations, administration, and the scrvice nlatoon, helned to incroasc the



pride of the individual in his unit and further mission accomplishmont,

On 25 June 1959, lajor Bobhy L liocozc relinguished command of the 155th
Aviation Coreny (Lelt Hol) to lajor Dean M Owen, formorly assicncd to
IFFV hoadquarters, The chenre of commond cercmony was held ot Camp Coryell
and was attonded by dignitariocs of the 23rd ARVY Division, Darlac Soctor,
Dotachment B-23 (5th unecial Forces Groun,, Colonel Nelron Malone, Commnde
ing Officor of 17¢h Aviation Groun (Combat), and IC Dovie L Stanley, 10th
Aviation Bettalion (Combat) Commondew. Major Moore was mrencnted the

Bronze Star for Sorvice =and the Viotnamese Cross of Galloantry.




155TH I VITTUAM 1969 - THR ENTMY

1 JULY - 30 SEPIENDER

After a poriod of seven weeks without an cnemy attack on Camp Coryell,
the longest poriod of respite the 155 had scen in two years, the night quiet
vas again broken by incoming rounds., On 23 July at 2333 hours, five B-40
rockots and ten 82mm morters struck the compound. Duc to increascd bunker
facilitics, and the overduc naturc of the attack, the rounds inflicted nee
gahive damage to personncl or cquipment,

Again, thore was o long period without encmy attack on Camp Corycell
in July and August. Finally, the compound was attacked on 12 August. Daxly
in the morning, 2 total of 37 rounds struck the compound, landing not only
in the corral and dustbowl but in the billeting arcas as well. Ton Be=40
rockets and 27 82mm mortars impacted, cousing damage to four UH-1H's, and
onc UH-1C, ton gtructures, ~and four wvchicles. Eleven personncl were
wounded during the attacke Falcon gunships and o flareship were launched,
but because of difficulty engountcrcd in getting clearance to firc, row
turncd with nesntive rezulis.

The 155 wos not subjeet to cnemy attack during the entirce month of
Scptember,

In late August and early Scptember of 1968, the 155-supported arcas
of Bu Prang and Duc lap were the targets of a long, hord-hitting offensive
by the cnemye. Duc Iap in particular wos the foenl point of cnemy activity
in the 155th's arce of opcrations during thet yeoax.

411 sources of infoxmation gathered thus far in 1969 indicnted_the.‘t
the cnemy was planning a 1969 offensive aimed once agnin a2t Duc Iap,

The end of the swmer monsoon and the beginning of the winter monsoon
brought about 2 groat increasc in cnomy activity in large paxrts of the 155's

arca of operation. Although the rainy weather precluded any large scale



oneny activity during July and August, townrd the ond of Sceptoembeor the lessw
ening rainfall affordcd the cnemy greater casc of mobility, as wos inde
icated by large troop buildups in the border arc-s Went and Southwest of

Duc Iap.



155TH T VIRTNAM 1969 - TIIE MISSION

1 JULY = 30 SEPTEMBER

An cncmy buildup quite similar to that which occured just before the
battle of Duc Iap in 1968 had been cvidenced by intelligence reports roc-
cived from the Duc Iap - Bu Prang arcea.

To increpse our information concorning cnemy activities in the arcas
around Bu Prang and Duc loap, the 155 conducted numerous sniffer missions
in thosc arcas in support of tho 23rd ARVN Division and B-23 (Spocio,l Farcns).
Much valuable intelligence was gnthered and many significant sightings
were mrde.  Scveral ground opeorations were conducted by the supportced u.nit;
as a rcsult of there sniffer findings, with good reoults,

Ag a rosult of information gathered regording a probable onemy offcone
sive in the Duc lap arca, the 155 was becoming incrcasingly committed in
an attempt to provide adequatc support to the units in the Ban Me Thuot
support zone, Duc to increased mission recquircements, the 155 wos given
operational control of as many as twenty additional aircraft during thias
period. This more than doubled the misgion capabiliti~s_of the 155, but
put the 155 operations wnder a scvere strain as o rosult.

July also marked the roturn of the company's support to B-50 opcrations,
In addition a commitment to 2nd, %rd, and 5th MSF (Mike Strikec Forcc) was
added at this time.

The resupply, sniffer, B-50, and command and control requircments
placcd on the 155 at this time precluded supporting any greot numbor of
combat assaults, A total of 27 wore conductced within the July-Sentember
quarter, Some of the highlights of this poriods

On 18 July, aftor being inscrted by 155 aircraft south of Ban Mc Thuwot,
two IRRP toams comc into contact with nn cnemy force. Once Stagecoach and

two Falcons werc dispatched to the arca. One gunship received damage from




ground fire but the Folecon tenm woe crodited with 13 cnemy killed by air
during the action,
On 25 July, whilc supporting four slicks on a B-23% troop movement,

a pair of 155 gunships cxponded, killing five cnemy soldicrs.

The month of iuguat wos wmarked by the intensive incroase of sniffer

opoerations conducted for intelligence gntherinz purposcse Two scets of sn-

iffor missions were run deily in and around Darlac and Quang Duc Provinces.

These missions were given high prioritics duc to the nced for gothoring

ag much intelligence ag possible on cnemy movements and activitics., Al
hough hampered by deteriorating weather conditions, the results of thosc
missiong proved latcr to be of great assistance in plamning for the coming
cnemy offensive,

In Scptember the 155 wns again given the commitment to suphort B=50
operations, Four sclicks ~nd four guns worc provided cach day for the cone
tirc nonth for this mission,

A

As in July and Sugust, Septomber was choracterized by the presonce

e

of & great number of aircraft from throushout IT Corps oncrating in the
Ban Me Thuot cxrea, This wos duc to the need to provide inercosed tactical
and logistical aviation sunport to wnits operating in the Bu Prang - Gia
Nghia « Duc lap triangle, Conscquontly, as mony as 35 airceraft from other
units were working in the Boan Me Thuot aren, with 155 oncrations acting

= o5 controlling ageney, placing an additicpnal workload on the 155 for opor-

ational and mainten ancc support,.



{55TE T VIFMM 1969 = T CONPANY

1 JULY = 30 SEITEIBER

The 155th continmued in its cfforts to improve facilitics and cone
ditions for its personncl during this guarter, Some of the notable im-
provenentss

01d and inndcquate bunkers wore torn dovm and replaccd with now and
larger structuxrces.

Concrcte pavement was pourad to conncet 2ll living arcas with a paved
surfacc.

A new above surface miniport arca wos constructed to replace the old
wnderground systems A single linc systom with scven UH=1 and onc CH=AT
rcfueling gtrtions was put in usc. The miniport now hos 2 20,000 grllon
capacity.

Renovation of the dog kermels in anticipation of the roturn of a k-9
gecurity dotachnrnte

Construction of guard bunkers along the south perimetor fencc.

Tnst~llotion of o mingficld inside the northeost perincter,

‘An interior guard tower was cquipped with o 50 caliber mnchine gun
and o xcnon light,

Rowiring of a1l billets.

Morale durinz this thixd quartor deccronacd to 2 certain degroc. This
waa couscd by scveral factorss The NCO-II1 club was closcd in carly August
duc to monngemont difficulties, leaving the cnlisted personnel without fo-
cilities for recrcation during of feduty hourse

Additionally, nany ships and crows from other units were staying with
the 155 on an indefinite YRON® basis. The prescncc of these 'OPCOIY crews
created o certain amount of friction botween the men. Most of thesc pro-

blems were quickly resolved by introducing additional billcting freilitics.
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Llthough perhaps a contrndiction in terms, the abscnce of the al-
ways cxpected cneny attncks on Camp Conyell made for an unensy time of
waiting. However, as cxternal cneny activity increased, so did morale

and spirit, with the men of the 155 anticipeting 1mticipation in the
tactical dcefensc of the Ban Me Thuot » Duc lap arce.

During this period, a new sct of requircmonts was dovised for the a-
warding of AC (Lireraft Commandor) orders. Since the unit is safoty
minded, and a dircct parallel to aviation safety and nilot proficicncy can
be made, the requircuents for becoring an aircraft conmander were bronds-
cned tos

300 Hours IneCountry

Five Hours Minirmum Nisht Pinc

Five Hours Of Iood Tine

A Minimun OF Two lMaintainance Test Flights

A Grade of 90% Or Betteor on BEach Of Two/Dash-Tcn Tests,

an Lirceraft Commondor Checkride With Company Ihstruetor Pilot

Two Mission Cheelrides with Instructor 2ilots

This program proved to be a basis for sinilor nrograms instituted in
mny other avintion uwnits,

The 155th continued in its tradition of moximm support and hichest
aircraft aveilebilibty within the 10th Sviation Battnlion, ALAverage TH=1H
availability July-Scptember was 97.1%. Average UH=1C avnilability for the
period was 96.5%,

In additinn to the unigue requircnents and increased vressure placed
on it by the tactical situation, the 155th prepored for and passced with a
satisfactory rating, ‘bho‘ ammval AGI (Annua.l General Inspection) which was
conducted on 3 Scptember,

In view of the increasing workload of the coupany in the ~xen of tnct-

ical mission support, the passing of the AGI ot this time was a tribute

- — —— [



to the goneral stalc of preparedncas of the unit.

Statistics for 155 supnort for the July - Septeomber periods

Hours 7,033
Sortics 19,191
Passcngers 29,307
Cargo (Tons) ‘ 321
BEmergoney Medevac 14
Fnenmy “illed By Adr 20

Structurcs Desiroyed 8



155 in Vietnam
The Enemy at Honme
Octobher ~ December

he last quarier of 1969 lefi Camy» Coryell only slightly damaged by the
eneny in relation to the first nine nonths,

Although attacked five times during the period the compound suffered com-
paritively litile damage.

On 25 Ocitober, in the early morning hours, 15 rounds of 82mm mortaxrs,
fired from unimowvn rositions, struck the compound. The result was two Uil-1ats
and one U-1C gunshin, two buildings and two vehicles damaged. Five personnel
were injured, two of whom required medical evacuations

On 10 Hovember, the 155 was assin attacked. Eight B-40 rockets and 17
82ma mortars struck the compound, damaging one Ull-1i, five structures and one
vehicle, and wounding six personnel,

The compound was attacked three more times during the quarter, on 16, 25,
and 30 November., All three attacks resulted in negative damaze, although a

jotal of 37 mortar rounds impacived in the 155 area.
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Tue to the trenendous increcze in enemy activity during the first part
of October, and due to the buildup of rc:;sources and the strengthening of
the defensive posture of friendly units, it is :Impossj.ble at this time %o
divide the mission performed from the enemy situation,

Following 18 a background of friendly efforts to meet the coﬁing off-
ensive, included to offer a complete picture in order that the reagler may
fully understand the gigantic proportions of the preparations made, It
rmu.st be remembered that the 155, being the local wnit and main provider
of aviation support in the Duc lap=Bu Prang area, nlaved a significant role
in the bu:‘_:.'lding of a succaessful defense against the soon-to~come oncry
onslaught,

The weather has been the most significant nolurel Fretor ‘raloting 'b?
the buildup of enery forces. The sumer monsoon, and the rain it brings,
continuet} through August and September, hindering any large scale enemy
activity., October brought with it good weather and a tremendous upsurge
in cnemy activivy throughout the arca of opcrations, and cspecially in the
arcas around Bu Prang and Duc Iap,

Intelligence reports indieated massive buildups of enemy forces
along the western boundry of Quang Duc scetor beotween Bu Prang and Fhon
Cos large sizec encny units were roported in Cambodia north of Bu Prang
and west of Duc Iep,

Great cmphasis wz:is put on gathering further information in these areas.
- This was accomplished by conducting two seperate daily sniffor missions

around Duc Iap, Bu Prang, and arcas south in an cxtension of IX Corps knowmn

as the "Death Valley of Bu Gia Map"”. Intelligence gpthering by the 155




continuecd in an attenpt to fix locations and sizes of inddvidunl cncny units,

The questions of the intentions of the cuemy were answr;roﬂ. on 22
October when it became cleaxr thnt the cneny wes on the move. Inrge size
units moved ccross from Cambodin into positions south of Bu Prang and south
of Duc Inap. Iarge wnits wore still mnssing along the Cambodian border posing
a substantial artj.llory and standoff attack threat to the outvosts of Bu
Prang and Duc Inp.

On 25 October the cnemy began his offensives The centire scquence of
cvents follows:

One of thc 155=gupported units in the arca, 5/22 Artillery, in promn-
aration for the offensive, built six fircbascs in the Duc lap-Bu PJ_cang»-Gia
Nohia triangles Their positions can be debermined from the inscert. These
firce support bascs were naned:s Firce support dbases Dory, Helen, Susan,
Annie, I_{z’u'tc and Martha, These fircbases provided support for Bu Prang and
Duc Iep,

Work on these firebases begon in carly Septomber and conbinued throoghe
out October, Initinl work was hampercd by mrrginel woother and the Adff-
iculty of providing continuous Chinock supnort to transport londs and eqe
uipnent,

Annic and Krate were set up within six kilometers ocach of Bu Prong.
While these fircbascs could provide artillery support for Bu Prang, it be-
scare clear that they would be vulnerable to any deternined eneny attacl,.

In acddition cverything deponded on resupnly by oir because the roads were
not sccure cnouch for transport. Sceurity for these fircboses was provided
by CIDG (Civilis.n Irresular Defense Group) and cleneonts of the Mike Strike
Forces, All units in the arca of operations were under the control of the
2%rd ARVY Division and o divisional Lisht Corrand Post was set up ot Gia

Nohjiae B-troop, 7/17 Cavalry wos cssimed the nission of conducting

"Huntcr-Killer" operations in tho Bu ProngeGin Hghia arcn, Thus the stage






wes set for vhat developed dvring the last part of October,

The 155 and scoveral other wnits in the 10th ~and 52nd Ayiation Batim
alions wore now reswonsible for inserting, cxchanging and supnorting the
troops at these new firebosces.

On 25 October, the encmy begen his offensive. Helen (the fircbases
cane to be Imown by the i)rofi:,: LZ for l-nding zone) cane under atiack by
a multibatinlion sized unit which had begun crossing the border on 22 Oct-
ober, Personnel and couimment were e:;tractcd in total from LZ Ielen on
29 October by the 155 and OPCON units. During the extraotion 2 large size
cnony force agnin attacked the IZ2 inflicting heavy cosunltics. The exw-
traction was completed on the 29th and that afternoon o regimental size
encny element moved into Helon and claimed it ag theirs.

During this time IZ Annic and LZ Kate were being threatened by another
reginental size unite 155 St:.gccoagh aircre £t continued to woke nedovacs
wrder heavy firc at these firecbases. On the 30th, IZ Mrtha was ‘o be re-
noved 1_:0 rcinforcc Due Iap and because it wos wnder constont smnll arms
attocke On the evening of the 30th lhrthe wos rclocated to Duc Iop by aire
craft ofb the 155 and OPCON wmits wndor hoavy mortar fire. Evory timo a
ship canc in to reonove troopns the 1Z wos pounded with cneny nor’cars. The
troops were rioved into LZ Mike Spith, 2 nev FSB located in Duc lap,

Iz Xate thon beecane the major target of the cneny. Inory .50 enliber
and 37Tm antinircraft nositions wore active 21l around the fircbase, and
they took their toll of aireraft., At 0930 hours on 30 Octobor Iate cane
under sustained eneny sround attack by at least 500 WVA (Horth Vietnanese
Lrry repulars),

Two Joker gunshins fron the 48th Aviation Conpany were diverted to 1Z
Ktes One Joker was shot dowm, erashed and was destroyed. There wore no
survivorse During that samce day, three addit :‘.on—f.l pmshins and 1 CH-AT were

hit by eneny ground firce in the vicinity of Kajce.



The situation deteriorated rapidly and on the 31st Kate was low on
food and ammunition,

Aircraft were not able to get into Keote due to heavy ground fire and
mortars, One CH-47 was hit by heavy ground fire and had to abort its emer-~
gency resubply, dropping its load in the jungle shorit of X:.te,

Thus the stage was get for an emergency night resupply into Kate., At
0200 in the morhaing of 1 November, five slicks and four gunsaips from tae
155th Aviation Company departed Bon Me Thuot for LZ Kats., Rach slick carried
1,000 pounds of the mucih needed rasupoly.

Under cover of darkness and heavy roprossiva fire by tas gunships, ﬁhe
slicks made the resupply without incident. The month of October ended with
L2's Annie and Kate still uﬁder scige and the camps at Bu Prang and Duc Lap

under eminent danger of gttack.

On 1 Wovember, L& Kat: began receiving contimmous artillery fire from
Cambodia, In addition, the enemy was conducting massive ground and mortar
attacks. On the afternoon of the first, after all of Katds big guns were
damaged or destroyed by enemy artillery, the FSB was declared no longoer
capabtle of operation. The decision was made to evacuale Kate.

The 155 airlifted two companies of the 5th MSF into an area one kilometer
nortiwest of Kate on ths night of the first. The troops at Kate successfully
walked out and united with thesc units. Immediately after the evacuation of
Kate, 185 and CPCON units extr:scted Li's Annie and Susan, also while under
continuous fire,

On 2 Wovembter; whilse 155 aircraft were providing suppressive fire for a
convoy that had been ambushed just northeast of LZ Dory, an emergency call

went out to all evintion support in the Duc Lap area.
While on a "Hunter-Killer" reconnaissance mission north of YLZ Helen,

two observation helicopters (Loachs) and one Cobra of thu 7/17%h Cavalry had

been shot down within minutes of each other. All aircraft in the orea rospond-

ed, Covalry ground troops were inseriec and one pilot was extracted.




One pilot died in the crash, and two pilots and two olsorvers were capiured
by the enemy. (One pilot and one obsarver wers released some time later.)

Later on 2 Novaomb-er, four slicks and two guns from the 155 conducted
an emoergency resupply of 4,000 pounds of food and ammunition into Lz Dory,
which was under attack and unable to be supplied by rood.

The main offensive now shifted to Duc gap, where Lz Mike Smith (set up
from the extraction of Martha and Helen), began recsiving 122mm rockets.

At the same time Dak Sck (Due Lap Special Forces Compound) reccived
incoming rounds and recoilless rifle fire,

Late in the morning of the 6th, friendly units set up a defunsive
perimeter on the rim of the voleano ovaerlooking Bon S-r Pe, south of Duc Lap.

On Novsmber 9th while flying a hot resupply irto the volceano, two 155
aircraft were hit by .50 caliber fire and B-40 rocket fragments, resuliting
in on: pilot wounded. IHe was later rcturned to COUUS.

On 11 November another aircraft was hit by 12,7 mm anti-aircraft fire
southeast of Bu Prang, wounding onae crewman. Later thet morning one
passenger was killced and two wounded when their aircraft took hits from 37mm
anti-aircraft firc nesar Bu Pra:g.

One of the more significant actions took place on 17 Woveuber when 155
Falcon gunships expended five times on enemy locations necor Iu Prong, 4s a
result of Falcon gunship and Tac Air Support, 72 enemy were killod, more
than half of which were credited to the Falcons.

) In seporate actions on the 17th, two Falcon gunships received damage
from enemy fire.

On the 21st, Falcon guns expended three times on enemy locations, receiving
crodit for 23 enemy killed by air. During this action thro: gunships were
hit by ground fire.

On 22 dovember, two Falcon gunships on standby ot Gis Hghii wore called

to Duc Lap where they engaged enemy torgets, Both ships took demage from




ground firc and the pilot of one ship was wounded in the leg, cousing his
rcturn to CONUS.

On 25 November, another 155 ship took hits from ground fire while
resupplying the volcano, wounding the pilot.

The activity at the valcano had now rzached the point where the
Stage Coach slick performing resupply to the troons on the rim would always
receive ground fire, either enroute to or from the volcano, or from within
the center of the volcano itself., Lounching out of Lz Mike 3mith, these
resupply hcliecopters had to alter thear routes and landing patiterns overy
time they ran a mission. There were confirmed .50 caliber positions around
three sides of the volecano, with heavy smcll arws and troop concentrations
on thc fourth side.

In addition thorc was only one small spot on ths rim suitable for
landing and this pad wos constantly wracked with direct moritar, rocket,
and artillery aits. An aircraft landing on the volcano had to he fast.
If the cargo couldn't Le kicked off or the wounded loaded within 27-28 .
ssconds; they would have to wait for the next trin, becruse withidn 29-30

scconds aftor touchdown,; 2 mortor round would strike the pad, Hany a Stege

Coach aircraft got an added boost on take—off from the concussion of a mortar
round dircetly bonind it.
This rasu.pl;y and meuevac mission put the creows under a

thesc not-so-friendly coaditions put tiac crows under so much prossure that
the US ground commander insisted that ths crews he changed duily so 28 nob
to overtax the same people day aftor day.

On 27 Yovember;, a gunship covering a volcano rosupply mission received
heavy ground fire and was forced to make an emergency landing in cnemy

-

torritory., The crew destroyed the radios und ciohor cquipment before being



safcly extracted by another gunshinse. The gunship was destroyed in place.

On 28 iovember, azothsr pilot from the 155 was wounded whon his ship
rec.ived fire on the volcano.

On 4 Doeember, while oxtracting ~ wounded ARV from the volecono,
the resupply coummsné and control helicoptor drew heavr ground fire,
wounding a pilot.

It must be remombercd that the battle of Bu Prang -~ Duc Lap wos a
full scale offort by the enomy., Although not mentioned in this history,
the events and circumstances surrounding all operations 28 Octobor - 28
Decembor required aviators and crews to daily risk their lives in an offort
to provide support to tho heseiged firebases and outposts.

Hany more medevaes than are recorded were actually flowu. lany more
oncmy were killed thon too Faleons wore given credit for., This dis o rosult
of the fluid moncuvoring of both friendly and onemy units.

The constant snemy ectivity, the fact that if asked to pull a medevac
2 Stoge Conen aireraft would go into an aren thnt had been the torget of
over 200 enumy artillery rounds thit day, the fact that though oncmy mortars
were surce to follow a resupply Ly seconds, all confirm thot uader tie most
severe of conditions the 155 Stogs Coaeh-Falcon team con and will provide
optimum support, without ressrvation and without delay to tac units which

it serves.




155 in Vietnana 1969
he Cowdany ¥ulls the Lission

The last and by far the husiest ¢uarter of 1969 left in its wake a great
sense of accomnlisiment, and a felling of relief that the ordeal of two

moavhs was over., Although acting as controlling agency in conjunction with

wr

Vazabond Forward, tvhe 155th operations nad handled as many as fifty addition-
al airoraft daily during Tovember and December., This ut quite a strain on
155 operations,

In addition, the company flew more hours than any other company in the
10th Aviation Battalion for long periods, still maintaining an extremely hig
aircraft availability record.

Although 28 aircraft from the 155 received damage from ground fire the
knowledre of the enemy and terrain proved to be a major factor in minimizing
damare to aircraft. Aircraft from other units, in trying to support the 155,
proved that anyithing less than a complete lmowledge of terrain and tactics
creates a danzerous situation., Hour for hour, the 155 took less damaze from
ground firve than outside units unfamiliar with the area of operastvion.

Statistics for 155 summort Octoher - December

Zours 4503

Sorties 19,156

Passengers 35,465

Caxgo (tons) 424

. Jmerzency liedevac 79
Enemy ITA 5
fa}

Structures destroyed 19




Aircraft availability was maintained tiwroush the quarter
October - December average Uii=1l availabilityeeeceecessoe 9Te5%
Average Ul-1C availability for the 0eriod WaSeeeesesesess 964205

On 26 December 1969 ¥Maj Dean i: Owen relinquished cormand of the 155
Aviation Company (AI) to liaj Gerard I Luisi, formerly assipgned as Assistant
Division Aviation Officer of the 25th Infentry Division,

The change of command cexremony was held at Cam» Coryell and was attended
by dignitaries of the 23rd ARVN Division, Darlac Sector, Detachment B-23 (Specia.l
Forces), COL 5ill J. Vricht, 17th Aviation Group (Combat) Comuander, and LIC
Samuel Y, Patellos, Commanding Officer, 10th Aviation Battalion., iajor Owen
was vpresented the Vietnamese Cross of (allantry by Colonel Kanh of the 23rd

ARVN Division,




