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ServinB i11 direct supj_Jort of the Free World 11'orcas c.i.rn:. the ~u--.:1~,. of the 

D.eputlic of V:tetn;uu, tl1e 155t~1 Avia.tion Compc-ny is simiL:0.r to t.he m::.ny other 

aviation units of the sam3 size and structure. Formed originaJ.ly as Co .il, 

lst .ivie.tj_on Battalion, 1st Infa11try Division at :B'ort. H.ile~c, Kansas, the unit 

arrived at Vu·1g Tauj Vietnru.;1 on 1 May 1965. Hoving ii;une...::i,:-.tely to Dan He 

Thuot, with an e.ircraft complement of 24 UH-1D 1 s the ad·vr.~nce p.s.rty w,~.s 

welcomed b~." LTC Der.-ert 'I'ow:::.1.send, Former Commander of the 52nd Aviation 

Eu.ttalion. After much preparation and Ilk"l.ny training hours throufr;h which the 

men of Co A beCQJ.lle proficient in the new and C:emanding technic.:.ue.s of flying 

in a combzd:. zone, the company was declareCi operational on 1 Ju;::>. 6~:. On 

20 Nov 65, Co A WD.s redesignatecl as the 155th !Wi<·Ltion Com:;:iany (lir Mobile 

Light). Ul:.offic:.i.ally the 155th was directed CJ 1st Avi<d:.ion :~;ri::;a.d.e to 

designate i"i.~self the 155th Assault Helicopter Company. At that tirne that 

designn:tion w":.s in effect for all Air lfobile Light .Aviation c0Ep2.nies through-

out Vietnam. In 1969 j the 155th was directed to redesignc.cte i.t.self the 155th 

Avie.ti.on Company (.i~ssault ~-lelicopter). 

From the first~ tl1e 155th 1 s two airlift platoons w8:ce kJ 1mm ns the 

"Stage Coaches ;r; w~1:iJ.8 the f!X!!lec: Platoon we.s called the 11Fn.lcons II. u~;der 

these I1.1I11.;,s the men of the 155th have spread their reput.:i.tj_on for a.ccomplishing 

their mission '"'hile IlldJ.nt::'.ining the highest of sa.fety s-c,_ndards anr' aircraft, 
• 

a-.,.te.iJ.abili ty throughout Vietnam. Flying f'ron :,ai;;on ill th3 sc:utl1 t.o Dak Pek 

l'l.nd I Corps in ti.ie north~ from the coe.stal plain to the Cp;nb0di::>.i1 '~order, 

the Stage Coe.en - Falcon teti.Ill has flo1,m over 115, OOOl1ours h sup;_ ort of the 

allied forces combatj_ng the thre<:>.t of Communism in southen.st Asj.a. 

This his·i:.ory is dedicated to alJ. those men who have seTv Cl. and are serving 

,,rith the 155th Aviation Company c:uid its attached unit, since its aJ~rival in 

tha llepublic of Viatna.m~ with special trilute to those officers~ warrant 

• 
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Th•;;; l55th Avi:.?t:l.m.1..:Co:·.pany is or~·~-;r:L:·.ec' lD (or 'i'L3 l-77G : n( 

• 



Ci~ 1P co:.tGLJ; 

Carap Coryell, !1ome of t~1e 155th Avfri.tion Co (A:::), anrl tl1e fo..cilities ax:icl 

'rh.e 155·1;11 Com:::any a;:-ea, d.esic,-"!lod for tac·i;ical coiwo1U.ence, is abti.,_1c1.a.nt wHh ~ · 

ba.na.na. trees' flowcri!lQ; plai.1ts and in c:cn:~ral has a c;rccn cardcn-like a·cmos11here. 

'rhe;..'e a.re ·i;hree u:;-to-c1ate, well eq_tuii:·ied clubs in tl1e coDna.:ny area to :provide 

entc:._Ytail1l.lont arnl ~ce~tion for the i)eJ.?GOn...'1el of the com::;any. Sports facilities 

l)all, ~xi.sketl)aJ.l, and. Yolley !)all. Host ·!;reasurcc1. of ·i;~1e rec::?eation-oriented. 

facili"iiies is ·!;he 1[1,:r.:;e sw:L1;:cunc pool ]o,caterl in t:ie center of the 155th area. 

A cool sw:im affor a 1:1.2..rcl, hot day is one of the bcr;-1; r:10rc:i.le bttildE)rn n.vailri.0lc • 

.. 



IJ:; 1'Zl'101-~I.:u<i 

1965 

1. PF'C Mich1:tel E. Davis 21 Oct 65 

2. WOl Joseph s. Heyl er 21 Oct 65 

J. SP5 ·:.lilliam J. Johnson 21 Od, 65 

4. lLT I-L.rold A. Preisendsf er 21 Oct 65 

1966 

1. WO iligene '·l. Ca.swell 27 }lq_y 66 

2. WO Hich.2.el J:'i. Co!";ell 30 Nov 66 

3. PFC Richard 
.. .,, 
.6. Da.bney 27 1'-li\:/ 66 

4. ·vlO Raymond L. Ford 29 liar 66 

5. PFC Gregor;;r L. hiller 20 Dec 66 

6. WO Phillip c. 3mith 29 l"iar 66 

7. ?YC James ·.r.:i.lker .30 ;_:ov 66 

8. WO Eilmer J. ;;n1ingham .30 liov 06 

9. SP4 John w. i1Jood .30 1· .. ov 66 

1967 

1. Sgt. Keith D. Griffin 16 f'.ia.r 67 

2. :·!Ol Terrance Kelson 23 1',,Ja~:Y 67 

J. SP5 James G. Patterson 16 h.,1~ 67 
• 

1968 

1. WO Willis :_,.r. ct,;ith 19 J..J.Jr ~8 

2. lLT De;nrls u, 
J.;.,. Paint.er 19 .:~p): t.c· vu 

J. SP5 James }.j_culus 19 lt,)r 68 

4. 3P4 Fre.nk L. Ii'reec~le 19 J.pr 6C 

5. if01 Paul ~~. Larson 19 .'l.pr 6£. 



6. .,01 -- . 
1~1~;;r·: ~· e:c\.:. }I.:1 ' • 

-~d"8.3~11CL2. 19 Apr /c· od 

7. SP4 John R. 5rooks 19 _;:or 68 

8. SP4 Oran ,.. 
i.icC!:.:l'.'dol Ll• 19 .:...pr (. r: 

Ou 

9. lLT Fred o. Pr2.tt 26 AU!~ 68 

10. ··101 ~lj.J.li-lill D t:' , .... u.J.I'WOOu 8 uap t. c> Ou 

11. WOl Redlich .::i. Kop~el 8 Sep 68 

12. '..;01 lhcha.:·:-d c. Pugh 28 Dec 6t; 

1J. SP4 James J, Bui.ah2.zy 24 Ju:u. , <'· 
~>u 

14. SP5 ·;Jilli.'."JJ ~isJuer 6 i<'et 6(; 

15. SP4 idi-r::.rd l{Ji18.n 4 Mar 68 

16. 8P4 JD.mas dw.:.:nn L:. h·.,r 6:5 

17. s._)G Robert Pinkston 13 Har 68 

1969 

1. :01 Ro;:;-:-.ld l .~c ·:r.:?:.r:'! 3 Jan :,9 

2. SP.ti. !3.i cha.rel bae ~· 
JD.I!. ::)9 0 

3. ;,;01 T0rr:·· L. Crawforc~ 27 ]13~: 69 

4. SP5 lrme.::xlo Ha!!rl-rez 23 I·lc~- 69 

5. ··--.T"•:·; 
..-,:· u ·~·· .ntiago Quin..i.. tana 23 i:ia (,9 

6. SP5 :tlic.h .;.'\ .. l.ied2.ris 5 ::ov S9 

7. SP5 John .. Payne _..;_. 
5 l'Jo-v 69 

cl- 3P4 Ilic.ha d t" Bauer u. ,; . 5 .·~:ov 69 • 

155th~ to those wl10 foug::1t :.nd lJv-,;d ci.nd to t.:ose wl10 

to tl1ose who gave nuch ar1d -C.o those w.ho f>dV3 2.ll. 



On 26 Decembe::- 1969~ I assum.110.~ .. conmn1id of -(,he J55th .'.;.viation Company 

(Aase.ult Helicoptar). Since tl'la.t date, I never ce:.'.se to ba c::riL~zed h·.· the 

profession,;.lisrn, dedication and 3sprit De Corps that exists withJ.n this 

1.mit. 

A unit history is non-axistant without the daily, ofter~ t::i.J:ies mundane, 

ad.ivities of flyin::;. These missions run the gauntlet from VIP support: 

conmw.nd ,:.nd co;·J~rol to providh1.::; .-1. transportation se:;.~vice to :i . .r..dig:i.nous 

t:;:-ibesma;~!. Pe:ciodically though~ the uJ.ti:mc.te test for an~r u·1x~ must l·e 

3xperie;.1ced-cm,1b2.t. Throughout tho pa;;3s of this histoIJr for 19691 th..l 

o:d.ice:cs and men of the 155th continually met the test :md neYer fc".ltcred 

:rn denying the corilli"1.uriist forces vict,or;r. 

no unit is comprised of ruachines s.nd aquipment~ but re.tilar e. w--~J.t 

consists of men. Tl13;:;e mo;1, for t~1e most p2.rt non-careerest, come from 

all w~1.lks D<e:d st.,::.t~.ons of life. 'i'hej_r educ::,tion~ ethnic. b.3_ckg::.~ounc1 a.i:d 

r·1ligious Lol:tcfs mo.;: differ l:ut as soldiers they hiJ.Y.> a.rrJ:v-:3d in the 

J.-t.:public of Vietnam and made tM.s unit wh.::ct it is-a cohasfr.J, agc~r0ss]_ve team. 

It is to these man~ who d;i_ily mw.ko histor-J, thr:.:t th:J_s docntn<E·.t ls docl-

iCa.t.ed. It is also dec[j_cl'.ted to futurG mmnLers of tl1e 155t~1 so -!:;(1 ~.t they 

-------- ------------
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REGIOUA.L ANALYSIS 

The II Corps Tactical Zone, in vrl1ich Ban Me Thuot is located and in 'Which 

the 155th Aviation Company renders the majority of its support, covers an area. 

of 32, 725 square miles or 49% of the land area of South Vietnam. Its western 

borde= is 342 miles long and in common with Laos and Cambodia. The eastern 

border is approximately 400 miles of coastline bordering the South China Sea. 

The area is 40( miles wide in the north and 342 miles wide in the south. This 

area is politically divided into the provinces of Kontum, J3inh Dinh, Pleiku. 

Phu J3on, and Ihu Yen in the 22nd .ARVN Division Tactical Zone, and Darlac, Kan.P: 

Hoa, Q;uang Due, Tuyen Due, Uunh Thuan, Lam Dong, and Binh Thuan in the 23rd 

.ARVJ:T Dvision Tactical Zone. Geographically, this area may be divided into 

three major a:reas. 

1. The coastal plain is a narrow strip of long flat, often marshy terrain 

not more than twenty miles wicle from the sea inland. This area is formed by a 

series of :numerous river deltas interrupted by a rock ridge line running 

~teeply to tho sea. This area is almost entirely under cultivation, with 

four rice crops a yea:r. 

2. Tho moutain region extends fron north to south almost the entire 

length of the II Corps Tactical Zone. Elevation range from 3,000 to s,ooo 

fee~, with the eastern n1o~es quite steGy and the western more gradual. Rn.in 

forests cover three qun.rtoro of this a.roa with most of the rcw.ainder covered 

with open, deciduous growth. Cultivation is limted to small, cleared areas 

on relatively flat land. Flying in this• area is. vqrf hnza:rdouo with forced 

landing areas practically non-exista.nt, ceilings frequently very low and winds 

unpredictable. 

3. The plateau region is located west of the mountains and is comprised 

of the Kontum Plateau in tho north and the Da.rlac Plateau in the south. This 



region has altitudes ranc:Lng from 1,000 to 3 ,coo fee·b with gently rolling · 

hilllt and mu.ch o:pen o.rea.. "vlhe::~e tho coil i:.~ not undGr cultivation, a thick 

growth of crass, to a hei5h·t of eight to ten feet f covers the ground. Where 

adequate drainage is provided, this area will support four vegetable crops 

yearly, 

The :princi~:ia.l cities of this area are Phan Thiet, Pha.n Rang, Nha Trang, 

and Qui Nhon on the coastal pl3.in; Dalat in the mountains; and l3c.'!.:.1 Ne Thuot, 

Ploiku, and· Kontu.m on the plateaus. The Ill3.jor routes of this a.r<>.'1. o.ro·: 

Route 111 8aigon - :Pw.r.mg (coastal route) 

Route #11 Dalat - Phan Rang 

Route #14 S~igon - Ban Me Thuot - Plciku - Kontu.m 

Route #19 Plciku - Qui Nhon 

Route :j/:20 Saigon - Dalat 

Route #21 J3an Me Thuot - Nha Trang 

The Republic's mo.jar rail lino :parallelo Route #1 along its e~1tire length 

with one spur line from Phan R..:'1.tlg to Dalat• The logistical ru1d conrm.mica.tions 

complex a·I; Cam Ranll Bay is loco.tea. between Pha..'1 Rang and I!l"k'"'.. Trang. 

WEATHER 

Weathar throug...'lout this area oan be divided into the summer monsoon, 

June through September• and the winter monooon, November through April, with 

•the months of Hay an:l October as periods of tr::msi tion. During the summer 

monsoon the wind is t:Juuthwcsterly, causing cloud buildups on the western 

slopes of the mountains• This rcsuits in a r~i:ny season for the plateau.a and 

mountainous areas during tho summer nonths while the coastal provinces have 

clear skies and good flying weather. The winter monsoon brings a northeast­

erly flow with the conditions reversed. The coastal provinces of Binh Thuan 

and ~Tu.in Thu...'\Il arc little affected by either monsoon and have gcnern.lly clear 

weather the year round. 

------~----
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Aver%o-c rai:nfn.11 in the r1u1.mta.in and. i1ln.teau areas in 90 inches, and 

on the coastal plain 87 inches• Tho tor:1~9cr'.",turc on the coastal plain ranges 

from the mid 70's to the high 80's during the rmny season and low 80 1s to 

high 90's during the dry aeason. The I!lountains n.nd plo.teaus experience 

temperatures from the mid 60 1s to mid 80 1s during the wet season, and low 

60 10 to low 80 1s during tho dry se~son. Winds aJ:'e norm.a.lly gusty at 10-15 

knots with velocity increasing with altitude. Surface winds u:t? to 25 lcnots 

a.re frequently encountered. 

INDIGElmus POPULATION 

The II Cor~s Tactical Zone h.n.s a population of approximately 2.5 mil~on 

people, or just over 20& of tho popul.8.tion of the Republic of Vietnam. The 

majority of this poJll.llation is locn.tcd alor...g the coastal plain in the vicinity 

of the cities. Tho IllD.jority of these people arc A~eso. 

The mountain ro1d plateau regions arc inhabited chiefly by Montagna.rd 

tribesmen. There arc thirt~r-ninc major tribes and some 150 subordinate 

tribal groups of these people living in the highlands of Vietnam, Carabod.ia and 

Laos. :Bm1 Mo Thuot is tho traditional cc.pitol of these people. The II Corps 

Arca is i11.l1C.bitcd by a:pproximc,tely 500,000 Nontagn.,.'U'ds. The L:'..rgest tribe 

in this region is the R2.de, whose influence extends from Kontun to :&n Mo · 

Thu.at• 



1 ·· 5.n Vietnam - 1969 - The E-nerJy 
1 J anr1,_'1ry - 31 Ha:rch 

The new year started. off wi·ch r, 1)an:: e,t Ca111p Coryell, in l:oeJ?inr' wi"Ch 

·~he ex:pecte<l J?re-Tet offensive. A·i; 2100 hou:cs on 2 Janua~r 1969, Cam]! Coryell 

ca.me 'llll.der i te:: fi:cst hos·ale attacJ.:. of tLn yP.ar when ten :>~oun<J.s of 82mm mortnr 

fizc fell on or nea..r the com:.101'l'lf'.. This attack resuJJ;ecl. in nec.,"E'.1;ive castk'11ties 

or da.rae.r;e to eq_1:i::ment or structures. On 3 J 2.nue.ry, a:c 0150 hotU'.'S, loss than 

five hou:r.s af·i;er the fixst attack, four ro1-ncls of TI-40 rockets sh·uck tlrn corn-

:rouhcl.s of 82mm nortfl.2s s·cj_·ucl: the comr>onncl from unlnmm enemy ::?ositions. Six 

on 0 Janu.c"'..ry at 2:;10 hours, by 2.n tm};no'm size enemy force usine: 82rn:J. mo:ctrn:s, 

m~n, one of whom diod as a :resnl·c of his wot.i.nr1.s. 

a"'i;tacks. E:ouever, on 2 3 Fe b:cu.ary, C; t 0100 J::oi::::s, 30 :;:ormcl.s of 82:mrJ. morta.:rs 

iru.i;actcd on the coH;?oum1 from unknown on::m1y loce;:;ioni!. l-Tet:,p/civ~ clam.£\(:O res-

ultoc1 "from this attack. 

tar ancl. roc~:et attacJ.-.s. The first on 4 Na.rah, occtU'.'CJcl at 2)10 hours. Twenty 

mortars were fired with no c:>r:u.£,ltiP.s c..nc'l. no c1......,,n'.\r;e. Ied;or -~hat ni;~1t, on 5 

l'B.rch at 0130 hourn, fou .. -r·:;erm. ro11::.r1.s of 75r'.lrl recoilless 1mre rcceivecl., clam-

• 

The same ni:J1t, o..t 00~-5 ho"LlXs on 13 Harell, we w:;3'.'<"! a·btc..ck n.cp.in. This time 

U2-1H 1 s antl UH-1C. 

On Jchc morru.ng of 21 Harch at 0130 hourr., fif·btlcn :;:o~·nrls of 7srur.1 recoilesr. 



steaks and openinc·: beer, si::c rolmc1.s of 122mm J:-oclay!;s L,nD.nc1.. in "',;hr-i com:.)ound. 

Foux e:n .. 1isted men 1ro:;~e 1·rmmccrl cl.l'.:dnc: ·:;:~is o:ct8.c~:. 

Durinr; the 0rrc;irr. year of 1968, Crun~_:, Coryell came 1.ID0.o:::: at·;;acl: 20 times. 

Durinc; the que.rtcr 1 Jarn1.r.xy· to 31 Iarch 69, thore wore 1~ enemy at-'lia.cks c1.i­

rec"'rnd at Camp Coryell, a 40;~ CJ.'ll<:"l.J:'tm:.-ly increase • 

• 



155 in Vic·tnc:.m. 1969 - rl1lc.~ Nission 
1 J r\nr'..c~r~{ - 31 i-I~ ..rc~.1 

ti.nued to :p:rovirk su::;i;?o::-t for thn 23rc1 A:TV: 7 division cmrl o·~l1c:o: units with OJ.>-

orations in Iau Donr;, Dar Ice, rl1uyen Due, Eh.2.:,111 1Io2,, 2.nrl Phu :Bon }_tr.'ovincos. 

In acl.dition, ·l;hr. 155th SUI>:~OJ?tocl SJ?Ccial Fm?cos, anrl L].th Info.ntry ilivi-

sion clements in the Plciku-IContum I-'rovincc arc~. 

Jlic;hlic.~1ts of -~>~ pcrio<l lmre: 

On tho t}:1ird of Je.nnc-:xy a 155 o,ircrn..f .. i; cro,shccl into a mountain botueon 

Ban Ne Thuot and :U8,lat, e.ftm: r;oin.~ IFR in low clmi.c1s. 'l1hn )i!oi; rliNl. in tho 

crash n.ncl Ji;hc 2.ircraft cowI1anc:lor, crmrchiof anrl ()'li....1.nor '\'fm?c sc:;:iously injured. 

On 5 J8.mlfl.XJr the 155th partici:.x·.tn,1_ in 8. nn.tl·i;ii)atto.lion comb8,t asso:uJ.t 

,iust no:r ... l;h of Ban IIc Tlmot. Proviclinc~ ten slicl::s and. four r:uns, tho com::W-Y 

On 17 Jc,:1112.ry the 155th provitcc'. nine slicl:s anc: hro r,;-1.."nS to ·i;ho 45th 

Alff:..; Ror;imcnt, 2:,; } ... !lVIf Division for a conb2,t assc:nlt sout:1 of I30n lfo 'E:mot. 

clu.rin:': the two 

ort, Jcho 155th Fo.lcons ucrc c:::--:(1.i·i; nc'. with 6 onmiy l\illod Dy Aircr0ft a.ncl four 

s'crncturo:::: clnntro~roa .• 

• Durinc: tho Jant".i.:"..r~r - 1'.iarch c;:ua~:t :r, the 1 ~5th :1:rovidi:c'.. comba/c assn.ult; 

sup'.f?o:r·i:; to units of 13-23 (SF) and 45-Gh Info..ntr;7 Rcco.rnont (.r: .. mr:;) in m:-cas near 

31 I-larch a.re r.fl follous. 

6,235 

21,317 

32,015 



CARC-0 (T01TS) 433 

EHEIY KB:.. 72 

• 



Cr0iil~:1 Of 1l'lln 15~~ 

1 J c.mi:c.:::r - 31 l:f-.rch 19 6 9 

In orrlor till'.-~ the 15:Ych lmc:? u:p with -i;}1r. cvcr-incrr.::-.sinc worl:J.oad rmd 

for aosic;ncC. porson...'1.ol, tho follouin :-x:co-;cc..r1S rmcl !?-1-?ojncts wm:o initiato<l 

clurinG this (iuartor. 

Renovation of tho comll8.UY dayroom 

iCl.u.'l.J.s' nic;ht J)roficioncy ::i.ncl J1rovidc incroaoocl overall aission roaclinoss 

ca.~bility • 

• 



155 In Vic:tnam 1969 ... Tho Enomy 
1 AJ~.:il - 30 J1mo 

On 6 1:..j?ril 1969, n.t 2320 hours, Cam:" Coryell co.me unc1er or:ori1y attac1~. 

FourJcnon rouna.s of 82nm mo::-:·l;2.rs, firocl from unlmmm enemy locations, stxuck 

tho comriouncl., d.oJnB,c;inc; oic~t wI-1E aircr['..ft a.na. two UH-1C c:;i..mshi:ps. i.1.lso 

daraar:;nc1 lTCrc 1;wo vehicles. 

Af.;"ain, on 25 A71ril, tho 155 was the te.J:gct of enemy at-'cack. Ton rounds 

of 82mm mox--bars struck tho compound, dB.maein.~~ four UR-1E aircraft, two 

vnhiclcs and tuo structures. 

Dtti'.'ing -'chc month of Lay, Ca111.p Coryell foll vic·b.:i.m to ennmy mortar ati:-

On 16 Nay, at 0005 hours, 14 rounds of 82mrn mortar stru.cl{ the com:?ot1nd, 

fired f:i'.'om u.nlG.1olm positions. Thrno UlI-1E' 8 anrl two m~-1C r;unshipn wnrn 

c1E.ma.[50Cl.. at thif:.l time. Ono EJ:i wafl wounded and. moclcv8.c<:cl. . .• t 0130 hmtto, 

fivn rouna.ri of 82mw. were rocnived, -'chic time with nnc-.;ativo cla.!'12:.f;'O• AG"J,in, 

at 2000 hours, tho 155 reccivnd incominc mor1~8.L's, 15 in number. In add-

itian, Arnall aJ.."'IllD fire wF~n dircdnd at thn com::;ioi.mrl. Tho POL rJJcorago f;:i,c-

iHty rocrdvcd minor damr,r'.:1: 2,s 2, rnsult. 

On 22 May, at 0115 hou:r.r:, Camp Cor3rcll camn unclcr combinc0. mortar anrl 

sappor attacl:. ~cotal of 56 rounc1n of 60 c.ml 02u.m1 mort~rs, B-40 '.:md B-41 

rockoto, D.nd 7 5mm r0coillor::s strucJ.: thn compouncl. .:'-.. sm...-:.11 sa.m;>cr toam on-

'tcrci'l. thn compow.1<'l in the PA.7~E arno., ancl wc:>'.'o a11J.o to c1.aiTr,~i:n or c1astroy 

and two roccivc:d minor d.r,r.12,,:r,0. Ono civili~-n e:u2.rc1. wan slir?1tly wouna.ccl .• 

Juno of 69 lla:J tho firnt moDth sinco Sor-:~m1bor of .)O th,..,:i; thn onmny 

failed to attack Car!lJ> Coryell. Tho 155 3:'m·ainc0. ::tlcrt, ho°\'mvar, bccz,unn 

of Jcho contj.nuos attack.s on l3an Mo Thu.o·i; City :=mO. 01i_tlyincs arcci.s. 



155TH nr VIETH/Ji 1969 .. TI;E MISSION 

1 APRIL - 30 JU1'T.E 

In April, the 155th flew its ai:ccra.ft in its noJ:"ITl2.l support role for 

units throughout II Corr>s Tactical Zone. 

The second half of .'...pril, howcvnr, wan Ilk.'"'.rkcd by a trcr.icmdous upsurge 

of enemy activity. This resulted in the 155th providing aircraft for 22 

combat assaults for :B-23, (SF) 45 Roeimont, 23rd AR~1 Division, and :Darlac 

Sector. The 155th also began supporting B-50 Special Forces in their OP-

crations. Most of the support for Task Force Wood, operating in the vie-

inity of Bu Prantr, came from the 155th. 

May brought a.bout tho end of our support to Task Force Wood, with 

155th 11Stagccoach11 Slicks and 11Falcon11 Ctunohips removing the last' of TllW's 

troopo from the Bu Prang area. on 18 Hay. Atotr,l of 18 combat rwrmults were 

conducted throuf)lout Hi.y in au:pport of TF ·wood, 2 MSF 1 B-23 (5 SFG) a.nd 

45 Regiment (23 ARV.tr Division)• 

On 23 May, throe ships oupporting :B-50 (SF) "rare hit by gL>oti.nd fire, 

causing one to be a total locs with tho loss of two crcwmcmbcro and two 

panscngers. Tho company had c, total of eight o.ircro.ft aam...,,gcd on combat 

missionr:J in fuy • 

Durinrs the month of June, in addition to stco.dy daily supriort of units 

in its normal a.r.ca of O]oro.tions, tho 155th ,rovidcd aircraft fox a total 
• 
of 16 combat D..Gsa.u.lto. The largest of those occurocl on 21 Jti.nc, when the 

155th provided 5 slick::: e.nc1. t"tfO C;,"lmn, moving over 900 troops to an o.rca 

southwest of Ban No Thuot. 

The 155th al::rn provided two Sta00coach nlickn o.nd two Falcon gunships 

in support of d..:'?..ily intolligcnce-@J,thcring "Sniffor 11 0:70:;:-o.tionn. 

Although Cam;} Coryell did not come under enemy att:1cl:: in Juno, Ball 

Mc Thuot City and outlying ha,mlots ancl installations wore he.rd hit by the 



onomy. These ~ttacks ncconRitatou t~o l~unching of fotu:- Gl.ln.nhips and a 

flare ship on round-tho-clock support of tho bosiogod villages South of 

:Ban Mo Thuot at Ie.c Thicn. 

During one of the night support missions, a coI!ll1l:-"1.Ild and control air­

craft with novoral :!?£1.sscngcrs on board ran into IF.R conditions on approach 

to Iac Thion airotrip. Tho aircraft craohcd into tho L-1.kc and overturned. 

Hi:mculously, no one was injured, a.lthou~ the aircrn.ft was comylotcly 

destroyed. In n d-'.ll'ine; rescue, tho 155th oomnk'\Ildor hovered ne.'1J:' tho wrecked 

aircraft c.nd allowed tho wot survivors to bee.rd his ~ircraft. 

Statiotico for ou:pport J?rovidod April-Juno 1969, c.re as follows: 

Sorties 19,838 

Hours 6,968 

Cm-go (Tons) 210 

P~ssongors 32,609 

Enemy KElL:.. 71 

Structures Destroyed 13 

• 



155T.t~ nr VIEJ11Tl:..ll 1969 - TI~ COl!P:U~Y 

1 .,:i.PRIL - 30 JUl:E 

Thn 155, durinr.; thn soconc1 qu.'1.:t'·l;nr of 1969, did. much work aimed at 

improving living and world.nc conditions for its assic~od porsonnol at 

Cam:;? Coryell. SoTio of tho more nif)'lificant iTa:_1rovcn.o.ntR were: 

The COO (Combat O:pcrationo Center) was renovated and further. w·otcctcd 

with a chain link fence. 

All the structlircs on ~1oot were cora:plctcly rcJ."laintorl. 

Fla.re :::iots wc:rr~ im1tal1oc1 to licnt tho runw~i.y 11t ni"'ht. 

All tho rcvotnc;n·t;o wore ·l;oppcd with SSP. 

Tho defensive :perimeter uas strcn[0;hcnod vith adc1itioml wire barrioro 

ancl the in·l;rocluction of a • 50 C2.libcr mchinc [,'1.ID on to:;? of the .1~ir Fo:r.co 

observation towor. 

1~'1.ny nmr b1m1:ers were con;itructod so th9..t thorc is sufficient btml;nr 

syacc fo~ 8.ll por::ion..101 during c.t·i;gc:~.n. 

Tho rovotmont area emd many c..rca.s of tho cm1tonr1on·I; n.rcn lmro ro­

nurfn.cccl with i)onc~1:r.imc. 

A {~s ch;m1bor was con"1tructcd for gao nIBsk tostn. 

A 25 motor small arms test firin,:.; raw_;'C vrc:i.s instituted.. 

now de .. yroom 1:::.s built and stocked with rocrc8.tion.."1.l ()g_ui~_:>monJc n.ncl 

books • 
• 

Thn com}10...ny ::nrirnming J?Ool, inactiv:: fo-:c tho pn.s·t yoa.--c, ~ns :r.clinc:d, 

refilled, and tho c.rca a-co'\Jl'lr:1 it wns ro:.1avr:rl. 

It was offici:::i..lly roor,rm0d tho lar>t ucd: in lhy, wHh 155 Cotnmdor, 

Naj or Bobby L Noor:1, boing the first to take tho :plm1:n::_~. To hin rn(?:ct, 

ho forgot to get his clothes off. in time. 

The above improvements plun additi011P .. l in·cc:r1ul i;\~Jrovcmcni;s in o;.­

orotion'J, administration, ruicl the so:.'Vico i1latoon, hcl:pcd to incrnasc tho 



:pride of tho inclivi<lual in :!.in tulit ri.nd furt:.1or miss:i.on c.ccom!?linhmnnt. 

On 25 Juno 1969, l:iajor })oi,:J~" L !Ioo:~r. rdb.(_Luir:h,:('\. comrn.:=i...nd of the 155th 

AviF.!.tion ConT&"'ly (.;:..Blt Hol) to J'.1.."l.;jor :lean N Owon, formorl;:r ~sr,ir71od to 

IFFV hcadqu.:,r~;n:rs. Tho chc:mco of comnr.ncl ceremony wnn hr.ld .::i/G C&"'llj) Coryoll 

and wan n:btoncl.ncl by c1.ignita;r.j_0n of tho 23rd AR\Ji'T j)ivinion, D3.rlac ihctor, 

Dd2.chmn11t 13-23 (5th ~iyocial ForcoG Grou:~?), Colonel Nclr.on N.-:i.1onc, Co)lllll.nc1-

ing Officer of 17-~l1 J.;..vi2.tion G~01..1}/ ( Comlxit), a.nrl. Ifi'C :D~vin L Stanley, 10th 

.;\vfo/i;ion :Battalion (Combat) CommP .. ndcr. Nnjor Moore lJCl,s ~?rnncntocl tho 

:Bronzo Star for 3nrvico ':'..nil tho Vintl12.JD.ono Crons of Ggll;•,ntr:y • 

• 



155TH nT Vr11111All 1969 - TRS Elf.f7:MY 

1 JULY - 30 SEP".rE!illER 

After a period of seven weeks without n.n enemy n.tt::i..ck on Cru:np Coryell, 

the longcot period of rcopitc the 155 lk'l.d soon in two yc?.rs, the night quiet 

t-m.:J again broken by inconing rmmdo. On 23 July at 2333 hours; five B-40 

rockets and ton 82mm mortc.rs struck tho compound. Duo to increased bunker 

facilities, and the overdue natu:r.o of the attack, the round.:3 inflicted nc~ 

g;i.tive damn.go to :personnel or equipment. 

Aeain, there was a long period without enemy l\tt'J.ck on Camp Coryell 

in July a.nd August. Fim.lly, the compound wn.s n.ttackod on 12 Au._P,USt. E.:u-ly 

in the morning, ~ total of 37 rounds struck the compound, l~nd.ing not only 

in the corrD..l n.nd duotbowl but in the billctin;,S' areas as well. Ton B-40 

rockets and 27 82mm mortars impactec1, cm.ming ck'l.magc to four UH-1R1s, o.nd 

one UH-10, ton structures, o..nd four vohiclco. Eleven :personnel were 

wounded during tho c.tto..ck. Fn.lcon gunships r..ncl c. flr.i.roshir> were l:i.unchcd, 

but bocc..usc of difficulty encountered in getting cloo .. rfm.co to fire, re-

turned with nou:i.tivo ref!ults. 

Tho 155 w::i.s not subjed to enemy :i.tto.ck du.ring the entire month of 

September. 

In l~tc August n...nd early Se~tcmbcr of 1968, tho 155-supportod areas 

of Bu Prang and Due Ie.p wore tho to.rgcts of a long, h.'1.rd-hittin~ offensive . ·. 

by the cnooy. Due I.o.p in particul:-'.r wn.n the foc~l point of enemy ri.ctivity 

in the 155th 1 s arcc.. of opo:cn:'cions du.ring thP,t yc8.r. 

All sources of infoi.'Ilntion 30.thcrcd thun fAX in 1969 inflicatcd thP .. t 

the enemy ,-m.s planning n. 1969 offennivo n.imod once a.gain ::>..t Due Inp. 

Tho end of the StlL1mnr monsoon :::md the begin..11ing of tho winter monsoon 

brought about 8. great incroD.so in cnony 11l.oi;ivUy in 1:>.rec pr>.rto of the 1551 E: 

area of operation. Althou&h the rniny w~athcr J?rOcludcd any 12.rgc oc~lc 



• 

enemy activity during July rmd i~ucrunt, tow:--i.ra. tho end of September the less­

oning roinfall a.ffordcc1 the enemy (9:0c"1.tcr case of I'.lObility, as w:-,s inc1-

icatod by large troop buildups in tho border l'il'(>",fJ Went and Southwest of 

Due lap • 



• 

155TH TIT Vr.TlT.UtI 1969 - TIE MISSIOU 

1 JULY - 30 f:>'E.i:'1'JTir.1BER 

An onomy buildup quite nimilnr to that which occtl2'od jUGt before the 

battle of Due Ia.p in 1968 he.d been evidenced by intelligence reports rec­

eived from tho Due Io.p ... Bu Pranff area. 

To incroo.on our information concerning enemy activitica in the areas 

around Bu Prang and Due lc.:P, the 155 conducted numorouo sniffer mirrnions 

in thooe areas in nupport of tho 23rd ARVN Division and B-23 (Spccia.l Fen-ens). 

Mu.ch valuable intelligence wan g-s.theron and llk~ny significant sightings 

were m:~de. Several gl'!ound operation.~ were conductnd by the supported unito 

ac a result of tho~c nniffcr findings, with ~ood rccults. 

An a result of inforrn.'1.tion [Y.thcrcd rcgurding a :probnblo enemy offen­

sive in the Due Ia.p o.rca., tho 155 wao becoming increasingly committed in 

mi attom:pt to provic1c adoqu.q,to support to tho uni ts in the Ban Mo Thuot 

oupport zone. Due to incrcn8cd mission requirements, the 155 Wc:'.s given 

operational control of as nnny n.s twenty additional :::i.ircrn.ft du.ring this 

period. This more th.an doubled the minoion co.:pabiliti-s of the 155, but 

put the 155 opcr3tions under a severe strain ns a result. 

July aloo marked tho return of tho company• o su1)port to B-50 oper::-.tions. 

In addition a collllTd.tmont to 2nd, )rd, 3.Ild 5th MSF (Miko Strike Force) wn.s 

added at this time • 

The resupplJ"', sniffer, Il-50, ruid commn.nd. r:1.nt'l control requirements 

placed on the 155 at thio time precluded rm::;iporting an:" {:;t'cc.t number of 

combo.t asoA-ults. A totnl of 27 imro conducted within the July-::.foytcmbcr 

qUD.rtcr, Some of the hiehlibhto of this !foriod: 

On 18 July, after being inserted by 155 n.ircra:f't south of Bri.n Mc Thuot, 

two LRRP tcamn came into contn.ct with mi enemy force. Onu StP.gcco'.'..ch n.nd 

two Falcons were dispatched to the n.roa. Ono gunohip received &..,,ma.go from 



ground fire but the ]b,lco:;.1 to[l,m i:I~G crc:rlitod with 13 enemy killed by air 

during tho action. 

On 25 July, while suy>porting four r::licks on a B-23 troop movement, 

a ixiir of 155 gunnhips mc:i?onc1od, killing fivo onoray sol8 .. iors. 

The Bonth of ~:~ur:ur:t wr,s L.nrked by tho .intensive incrr:aoe of sniffer 

operations conducted for i.n:tollic;cnco gi.therin?, pur1Josos. Two octo of sn­

iffer missions were run dnily in ancl 8...1'.'ound Darlac [1,ncl. Q.u"..ng Due Provinceo. 

These mionionn were given high priori tics duo to tho n~ed for g<:tlwring 

n.n much intollisrcnco o.a :possible on enemy movements ru:1d activities. Al-

thou[;h hn.:mpercd by dctorior"'tincr weather conditions, tho results of these 

misoiono proved lP..tcr to be of f:\T08.t essista~1cc in plcmninrs for tho com.int~ 

enemy offonoivo. 

L'YJ. September tho 155 '\'lt',s again Given the commitment to :::rn:p:_1ort B-50 

operations. Four oliekn '.'..ncl four t,runs \mre provirlod each 0.-::i.y for tho en­

tire month for this r11i::rnion. 

As in July and :~uc.,'USt, Soptcmbcr ·wn.D ek,r[l..cterized by the )?rOGc:nce 

of a c;rea·t number of aircro,ft from tbxouc;hout II Cor:ps o~orD.tine in the 

Brm Ne Thuot C'..X'oa. Thin wao duo to the i:.r.ed Jlio provide ineroc,f;0d to.ctical 

and loe,-intico..l n.vici.tion m:.:i:iport to unito operating in the Bu Pr::mg - Gin. 

Nghia - Due lo.p tric,nglo. Con1J0quo:ntl;ir, o..o nnny n.s 35 aircr2.ft from other 

U..Ylii;s wore workinG in tho :So..n No 'l.1huot 2:.ro':':., with 155 0::1crationo acting 

• 2,s controlling 2.goney, pl8.eine; ::i.n add .. i tic:n:il wo:t'kload. o:". the 155 for opcr­

atioru:il and :mn.inten'ance oupport. 



155TH Ill VIJ.oJ.~H.tJ11 1969 - T':E COIJ?.:":.lfY 

1 JULY - 30 SEI-TElIDER 

Th,c 155th continued in its cff0rtn to improve f2.cili tics nnd con­

ditions for itn personnel during tM_s quarter. Somo of the noto.blo i:m-

:provcmcnts: 

Old n.nd in:'l.dcqu..1.tc bunkers were torn dmm and rc})ln.ccd with new and 

l~,rgcr structures. 

Concrete po.veocnt vro.s poured to connect all living areas with n. p~vcd 

surface. 

A new above surfn.cc miniport nxro '\-lr'.S constructed to replri.co the old 

underground oysto:u. A single line system with seven UH-1 and one CH-47 

refueling st<'-tions wns put in uso. Tho miniport now hC'.s a 20,000 @'.',llon 

en.pc.city. 

Renovation of the do~ kennels in anticip~tion of the rot'UX'l1 of n. K,..9 

sccuri ty c1.cta.cbn:·:nt. 

Conotruction of etk'l.rd bunkcro n.lon~ tho south porimct<":r fonco. 

Inst~.llo.tion of ::i, m.in0 !.'iclll in:Jida tho northeast pcrinctcr. 

An intc::-ior guard towor was cqui1111od with o. 50 cn.liber o'l.chinc gun 

o.nd n. xenon lif1i.t. 

Rewiring of ~11 billets. 

lforn.lc during this thira. q_ur,rtcr docro::;,nod to ::i. ccr·co..in dC{~oc. This 

• W'J.3 cn.usocl. by sovoro.l fo.ctorr:. Tho lTCO-TIII club wns closed. in early ,\.ugu.s:t; 

duo to m'.mri..gcmcnt difficul tics, leaving the onlintcd porsom1cl without f'n.­

cili tics for recreation duxing off-duty hou.~s. 

Additi011c"l.lly, m.'Ul.y ships 8.nd crews fron othor units wore stn.yini.'S with 

the 155 on an indefinite "RON" basis. The presence of those 
11

0PCOH
11 

crews 

oroo.tcd o.. certain amount of friction between tho men. Most of these pro­

blems wore quickly resolved by introducing a.clditional billeting fr,cilities. 

---- ~ 



• 

l:..lthough. perhaps a contri'..diction in tcrrcis, the o.bscnco of tho al­

ways cxpcctcrl cncny attri,cks on Canp CoJ:yoll n-?..a.c for an unc"..sy time of 

waiting. However, 3.S extcrnnl cnony '1ctivity increased, so rlid, moro..le 

and spirit, ·with the men of tho 155 anticiµ:i.ting· lnrticipe.tion in the 

t8.ctical dofcnac of tho Ba.n Ho Thuot ... Due lap a.roe. 

Durinc~ this period, n. now set of rcquirora.onts '\'1rl,fl dovisc:d for tho a.­

warding of ) .. 0 (ld.rcraft Oomr::m.ndnr) orders. Since tho unit is safety 

minded, and a direct J}."4""'8.llol to aviation so.f cty and ~ilot proficiency c~n 

be m.':ld.c, the req_uirencnts for beccT1ing an o..irc:r.q,ft conn1m1dcr were broc.d­

cncd to: 

300 Hours In-Country 

Five Houro Minirn.m Nirdlt 1rir:le 

Five Hou.rs Of Ilood Tine 

A llininUD Of Two I'.io.int::i.in'l.nce Test Fli~ts 

A Grado of 90% Or Better on E'1ch Of Two/Dash-Ten Tests• 

. .'~n l.o.ircrc,ft Comri.'"'.!ldor Chncla:.-i<'..c '\Tith Cor.1pany 1nstru.ctor Pilo-b 

Two Mission Chockridcs with Iru:itructor :O.'ilots 

Thin :proc~arn provecl to be a bnnis for sinilc-,r ;?rograns instituted. in 

L'V..ny other avio..tion units. 

Tho 155th continued in its tro.clition of r:nxinmn support o.nc1 hirjlcst 

n.ircraft :i.vail2..bility within the 10th .:\vfr .. ti,m JJ2,tt2,lion. 1: •. vcrr'.c;c UH-1H 

o.vailnbility July-8optonbcr was 97 .17;!,. Lvorf'l.gc UH-1C n.w .. il""bility for the 

period wn.s 96.5%. 

In o.dditirm to tho ui-liquc rcquircnonts n.~1d incroa:::cd :pressure pl::i.cod 

on it by tho tc.ctic'.11 situ."'.tion, tho 155th :prepc..red for and J?c'.1Sood with a 

se.tisfo.ctory ro..tinf';, ·tho A.nnu.al .\GI (Annun.1 Ge.moral Inspection) which was 

conducted on 3 Soptcnbor. 

In view of tho incret:wing workload of tl10 coHj'.\8..ny in tho ~c::. of tn.ct­

ical mission support, tho :i:x:i.ssing of tho J ... GI c.t this time was a tribute 



to the general state of proririxcc1-11oso of ·foe unit. 

Statistics for 155 O'l'l.J?lJOrt for tl10 July - Sc:ptcnbcr poriocl: 

!!ours 7,033 

Sortj.os 19, 191 

P8.ssongcro 29,307 

Cargo (Tons) 321 

Emergency llodcvac 14 

Enemy .. 1.illod By Air 20 

Structur.;s Destroyed 8 

• 

I 



155 in Vietnam 

The Enemy at Home 

Octol)er - Deoem~)er 

fhe lasJli quarter of 1969 lef-i; Crun) CorJrell only slightly d.amaged by the 

enemy in relo.tion to the first nine months. 

Altl1ou(;'ll a·l;tacl::ed fi vc times during the period the compound suff ored com­

:pari ti vely lit-tle dama39. 

On 25 Oc·tober, in tho early morning hours, 15 round.s of 82mm mor,i;ars, 

fired from unlmown :.'QSitions, rrt:'.'llc!<: the compotmd. The result was two tL~-1II 1 S 

and one tG-1C @mSJ.li:::i, two buildinr~ and ·two vehicles d.ama..-:;ed. Five personnel 

were injured, two of whom required. medical evacuation. 

On 10 ifovember, the 155 war:i a{1].in a·ttacked. Ei&ht :S-40 rockets and 17 

82TI!fil mor-tarG s-(;ruck -i;he compound, darnaginG one u:~-1II, five structures and one 

vehicle, and woundina six ~ersonnel. 

'fhc co:r:lpound ·uas 3;i;taclrnd three more tines durinc~ the quarter, on 16, 25, 

an.cl 30 :November. All three attacl'"..s resulted in necative damage, although a 

,i;o,i;al of 37 mortar round.s impao·ted. in the 155 area • 

• 



Dt1/! to ·l;lto ·trcnnm1.mi_s inm~nc..3e 5.n cneny activity durinc; the first po.rt 

of October, and due to the buildup of resources and the strenrrl;hening of . 
the defensive posture of :friendly units, it is im~ossible at this time to 

divide the mission performed from thn enemy situation., 

Following is a bc'\ckground of :friendly efforts to meet the coming off-

ensive, included to offer a complete picture in order that the reader may 

fully understand the gig:-.ntic proportions of the prcpare,tions ma.de. It 

must be remembered that the 155, being the local unit and ma.in :proVillcr 

of aviation support in the Due Ia:p-Bu Prang area, :i?layca. n. significant role 

in the builc1.in{5· of a successful defense ::'.(Pinst the soon-to-come oncr·1y 

onslaught. 

the builc1up of onony forcoo. The summer oonsoon, o.ml the rain it brings, 

continued throu.sh Au(tU.St ancl Sc:;;i-tcabcr 1 hinc1oring aey large scale enemy 

activity. October brou.dlt with it good weather t:1.nd a tremendous upsurgo 

in enemy activity throughout the n.roa of operations, and especially in the 

areas around Bu Pro,ng and Due Ic.p, 

Intclliconce reports ino.ice,tccl. rnssivo buildups of enemy forces 
• 
alone the western boundry of QuP.ng Due sector bctwnen Bu Prang and Nhon 

Co. large size enemy uni-'i;s were reported in Cambodia. north of Bu Prang 

and wost of Due Iap. 

Great emphasis wa.s put on a;i,thcring :further infornn·'Gfon in these areas. 

This was accomplishoc1 by oonclucting two seixir::-~tc d,.."'..ily sniff er missions 

around Duo Iap, Bu Prang, o,na. arca.s south in an extension of II Corps l<no"m 

as tho "Death Valley of Bu Gia M:i.p". Intelligence £11 thorin<! by the 155 



continued in o.n a.ttonpt to fix loc::-.tions anc1 sizoc of in<livic1tu-.1 r.ncmy units. 

The questions of tho intentions of tho 0110ny lTCre o.nswerorl.. on 22 

October when it becaae clear th,.,,t tho nncray 't'l<:',s on tho move. Inrgc sizn 

uni·~s moved o.crosn from Cm1boc1ia. into positions oouth of Du Prone; and south 

of Due In:p. Iarc:;e units were still n..".ssing alone; the Ca.nboclian border posing 

a eubstantio.l artillery o.nd sto.ncloff a ttac!::: thrro t to the outposts of Bu 

Pro..ng n.nd Due le. p. 

On 25 October the enemy bot;,an his offensive. Tho entire sequence of 

events follows: 

One of the 155-Sttl)?Ortcd uni ts in tho aro..'1., 5/2~~ Artillory, in J?rC:?­

ru:ntion for the offensive, built six fi."r'eooscs in the Due Ie.p-Bu P.ran[;'-Gia 

Njhia. tricmglo, ~'lcir positions co..n bo c1cterminnc1 from tho insert. Those 

fire support bn.sos were nD.noc1: Fire support bases Dory, Holen, Susan, 

Annie, K'"'.tc arnl I'hrtha, Those firc'bn.soo providcCL su:pJ?ort for Bu Pranr~ ancl 

Due lap. 

Work on these fireb2.nos boc,J"O.n. in early Ge11tombcr 2.l1C1 continuo0.. throoGi­

out October, Initin.l worl;: was ham11crocl by f.1"..1'Gi."'lr:1-l wo2.ther n.m1. ·i;ho c1iff­

iculty of provirl.inc; continuous Chinook SU!>:?Ort to trc.nsport loads and eq­

ui1Jt1cnt, 

Annie o.nd K'l:.tc wore sot up lTithin SL"'{ Id.loncJcers 0.ach of Bu Prc.nc;. 

1·n1ilo these firebP-ncs could J:'rovirlo o.rtillcry support for Bu Prn.ng, it be-

-cano clco.r th,....,t t:1c~r lroulrl be vt'!.lncrri.."blo to n.ny clctorninoc1 enony o..ttnck. 

In o.G.diJcion every-thine; c1cJ;ioncloc1 on rcsuprly by .'.1.ir because the roads were 

not secure enow'1 for trc.:i.sport. Securi·i;y for those firebo.scs \P,s provided 

by ClIJG (CiviliE'.ri I:c:-roc;t.1.L:;.r Defense Grou:i;>) nn(l olonrmts of the Mike Strike 

Forcoo, All units in the n.ron. of Oj?Cro/i;ions were under Jcl1c control of tho 

23rd ARVF Division ancl o. clivisioru::-.1 Li;)1t ComlD.nd Post 11['.s sot UJ? n.t Gia 

Nc;hia. B-troop, 7/17 Ca:valry wus c.ssir;nod tho nission of con('tuctincr 

''Hunter-Killer" OJ?Crc/cions in tho Bu m.ni?,'-Gic. Ugh.in. E>.rco... Thus the sJca.gc 
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"Wt'.s set for whn.t c1cvclor>ocl dtu-inr; the ln.st i:v.rt of October. 

The 155 o.ncl several othor uni-Gs in the 10th nna 52nd. Avi<'..tion :Bat·;;.. 

a.lions woro now rcs:.,onsible for iDoorJcinr;, ~chmic;inci anr1 stti1:::ortinf\ the 

troops at thoso new fireb2.scs. 

On 25 October, the enemy began his off011sivo. Helon ( tl1.o firobc..scs 

cmic to be lmown by the ]?rcfi:::: LZ for l~dinc; zone) cane unc1cr at·l;n.clc by 

n. nmltfrott~lion sizocl unit which ha.cl bcBU!l crossing the bora.er on 22 Oct­

ober. Pcrson.,'1el 01.11c1. e<:;.uirm1011Jc were c::::tracte<l in total iron LZ Rolon on 

29 October by Jcho 155 anc1. O~ON uni ts. During tho oxtrr.ction o. ln..1.:'r;c size 

enemy force a0nin o.tte.ckec. the LZ inflicting hoc.:vy co..sw.ltios. The e:i~­

troction W'.18 com~lotec1. on the 29·bh a.ml t.hc.t afternoon o. roefmcntal size 

enemy clement movccl into Helen o.ncl cl['..imed it r'..S theirs. 

Du.rine thi:J time LZ .\11nio o.nd LZ I([ite wcro bcinc throotcnocl by another 

regimon't<.'1.l size unit. 155 Str.crccoa.ch f',ircr.:'.:ft continuca. to iunkc o(Jdovri.cs 

uncler hOOV"J fire at those firch'1sus. On the 30th, LZ 1-hrtlm was to be re­

novecl to rcinforco Due I.np n.nc1 bccnusc it l1::',s unc1.cr const0nt sn.,,11 n.rms 

n.tto.ck. On the cvcnincr of the 30th Ihrthc:.,_ wc.s rcloec.'l.tecl to Du.c I.c.p by air.­

crc'.ft of the 155 o.nc1 OPCON units tmclcr hca~r nortr.r fire. Every tima a 

ship cane in to rcnovc troo11s the LZ WcJ,S pou.n.dcct with cnony norto.rs • The 

troops were :1ovoct L11to LZ Mike Snith, o.. nmr Ji'Sil locatcc1 in }Jue Ia}_'.). 

LZ Knto them bccm10 the najor ta.rget of tho oncny. :Onony .50 co.libcr 

ancl 37nn anti8.ircro.ft J)osHions w0.ro 2.c·~ivc: o;ll ri.rouncl tho fi.i:obo.so, and 

they took ~til1oir toll of 2-ircroft. At 0930 hours on 30 Octobor I~tc cano 

unclcr sustn.inocl cncny {?:'ound attn.ck by n.t lon.sJi; 500 11VA (north Vfotnrn:losc 

Arny rcc.,.ru.12..rs). 

Two Jokor BUJ.1shi})S fron tho 48th Avic;i;ion Co;:1.J?c'1.!1Y wore rlivortod to LZ 

K..,_to. One Joker wr-.s oho·i; <lown, crr,shccl c.nd i-2s dcstroyofl. There were no 

sm"Vivors. Durinc tlli"..t &'lac dny, three o.0.0.H;j_onr-,l e;i.mshi:_:)s ::incl 1 CH-47 wore 

hit by oncr.11.,r c;r:ouncl fire i..."1. the Vicinity of K'J.·i; e. 



The situation deteriorated rapidly and on the 31st Kate was low on 

food and ammunition. 

Aircraft were no·t able to ge+ into Kc.te due to he2..vy ground fire and 

mortars. One CH-4 7 w2.s hit b~ heavy ground fire and had to abort its emer­

gency resupply, dropping its load in the jungle short of K..:te. 

Thus tha stage was 0 et for an emergency DiGht resupply into Kate. At 

0200 in the mor:lhing of 1 November, five slicks and f ou.r guns.i.1ips from tl1e 

155th ~l.viation Company departed B:.m he Thuot for LZ Kate. Each slick carried 

1,000 pounds of the much needed rasupply. 

Under cover of darkness and heu.vy r.:iiJrsssiv,J fir.J b~r th.) gu.nships·, the 

slicks :mnde the resupply without incident. The month of October ended with 

LZ 1 s Annie and Kate still under soiga and the camps at Bu Prang and Due Lap 

under eminent danger of ~ttuck. 

On 1 Hovember, Li Kat~ began receiving continuous artilleri; fire from 

Cambodia. In uddition, the enemy was conducting massive g~ounu ~u1d mortar 

~ttacks. On the aftarnoon of the first, Qfter all of Kat~s big guns were 

damagea or dastroyed ·by enemy artillery, the FSB w1s declared no longer 

capable of operation. The decision was made to evacuate K'.d~e. 

The 155 airlifted two companies of the 5th MSF into an area one kilometer 

northwest of Kate on tha night of the first. Tho troops at Kata successfully 

walked out and unit0d with these units. Lmnediately :J.fter the evacuation of 

Kata, 155 and OPCOt:: Ui.li.ts extr;_~cted LZ's An:::lie and Susan, also while under 

c~ntinuous firG. 

On 2 November~ while 155 a.ircraft wera providing suppr0ssive fire for a 

convoy that had been runbushcd just northev.st of LZ Dory, an emarg.:mcy call 

went out to all evi~tion support in tho Due Lap area. 

While on a "Hunter-Killer" reconnaissance m:i.ssion north of LZ Helen, 

two obsarva ti on helicopters ( Loa.chs) and one Cobra of th~ 7 /1 ?t,h Gav :.lry had 

been shot down within minutes of each other. All aircraft in the ::-.rea respond-, 

ed. Co.valr:~ ground troops were insertea c.nd one pilot wo.s ex~Gm.cted. 

----------------- -



One pilot died in the cr:'.sh, and two pilots o.nd two ots.Jrvars were captured 

by tha enemy. (One pilot and one obsGrver wero rale2sed som0 tine later.) 

Later on 2 Novar11bar, four slicks Rnd two guns from the 155 conducted 

an emergency resupply of 4j 000 pounds of food dnd anununi tion into LZ Dory, 

which was under c..tt.'l.ck and u•w.ble to be supplied by roD .. d. 

The moJ .. n offensive now shiftecl to Due ~np, wh..Jre LZ Hiko Smith (set up 

from the extraction of ~.ia.rtha and Hel8n), began receiving 122mm rockets. 

At tha samo time Duk S.:'.k (Due Lap Special Forces Compound) roc.:dvcc~ 

incoming rounds a.nd recoilla ss rifle fire. 

Lo.te in the morning of the 6th, friendly units set up n d3f~nsiv0 

perimeter on th:J riln of tha volco.no ovarlooking Bon s-..r Pa~ south of Due La.p. 

On Nov,Jmber 9th wh .. UG flying n hot resupply :i.r..to the volce.Do, two 155 

circraft wore hit by .50 caliber fire and B-40 rocket fragments, resulting 

in on.J pilot wounded. Ifo WtlS i,1ter returned to CO~'n.IS. 

On 11 Nov«Jmb3r another aircr::i.ft wci.s hit by 12. 7 nun l1.Titi~aircrc""'..ft fire 

southeast of Bu Prang, wounding ono crewman. Later thc.t morn.ing one 

pr:..ssenger Wt:S kUL::d <.l.nd two wounded wh0n their 2..ircrnft took hits from. 3'7mm 

unti-a.ircraft fire n,3ar Bu Pra .. ::g. 

One of the more significant actions took placo on 17 iJoveDb-.:ir when 155 

Falcon gunships Gxpended five timcs on m1emy locs.tions n;3.::i,r r.u Pr·:ng. As a 

r3sult of l"::i.1con gunship nnd Tac )J.r Support, 72 Gnemy 'W')re killod, more 

than hJ.lf of which we1°0 crodi tGd to thu Falcons • 

• 
In s0p:~~ro.t0 '1.ctions on thG 17th, two Falcon gunships received de.llli.gc 

from enemy fire. 

On the 21st, F.~,lcon guns expended thrae times on s110my loco..tions, rec0ivin§ 

c1~edit for 23 Gn'3my kill8d by air. During this nction thr .. n gunships w0re 

hit by ground fire. 

On 22 J:rovamber, two Falcon gunships on standby Gt GL. iJghi :i. wore called 

to Due Lcp where they engaged. enemy tergets. Both ships took do..ra.::i.ga from 



ground firo 9.nd thG jJilot of on0 ship W•.lS wound;;;d in tho leg, c,~using his -- return to COl~US. 

On 25 November, anothor 155 ship took hits from groUi'1d fire while 

resupplying tho volcano, wounding tha pilot. 

The activity c.t tho valca.no had now r·Jached th0 point wher0 tha 

st~:tge Coach slick porforming resupply to th0 troo~s on tho rim would alw.::i.ys 

racciva ground firo, either enroute to or from tho volc~no, or f~om within 

the center of thu volcano i tsolf. I...::\Ul1ching out of LZ Mike Srnit.b., th0s0 

rosupply h8licopt3rs h.~d to al tur thcnr routes n.nd landing i?·:ri:.t,orns ov:.:ry 

timo they ra.n .J. mission. There woro confirmed • 50 calib0r positio;1s .-:;.round 

thro0 sides of th0 volcano, with hG.::rvy srac.1.1 arrns ::md troop concontra tions 

on tho fourth side. 

In addition th.Jro was only on-3 sr:1all spot on tha riH suitt'.bl0 for 

lc .. nding and this p.:~d w~:.s const1ntly wrack~·l with diract mort:i.r, rockJt$ 

and artill·3ry !1i ts. An D.ircr·.:i.ft landing on the volco..no had to 1·0 fJ.st. 

If tho cargo couldn 1 t Le kicked off or th.:i woundod 102c10('. within 27-28 • 

saconds, tha3r would h':'.ve to wait for th3 nGxt tri~); boc.:·.us.J within 29-30 

s0conds aft,n~ touchdown$ .. J. mort<'.r round wuuld strH;:8 tha p<01.d. h:.1.ny a Sti'.ge 

Conch aircraft got an J.ddGd boost on t.'.\ko-of f from tho concussion of D. mo:;;·tar 

round dirJctly 1..::il:ind it. 

'I'his rasu ij)l~- and mo1;;.avo.c mj_ssion put tha crows u,1dor a gro.:.1.t strc.'.in. 

Going into th.:: vo1c•::no .::i.s nnny <J.S four, fi vo or six tJ_mos in one d.-:y under 
• 
th~s,:; not-so·frLmdl~\" cor1d5-tions ::-iut ti1J crows undur so much prossure tl12.t 

to ov.')rta:c tho s~'.IllJ paoplo day aftor d:;y , 

On 27 };ovJm7;ar, a gunship cov.Jrin.; n volcano r ... rnup:µly 1.tlssion rccei vod 

hoc.vy ground fir.:i 2.nd \.ms f orcad to m'3ko an amcrg0ncy lo..r1ding =·...i.1 cnem.j" 

torri tory. Tho crGW destroyed the ro.dios :..~nd ci')h0r oquipmont 0oforo bGing 



safoly cxtro.ctod by anothsr gunshi)• Tho gun.ship was d·Jstroyod in plncc. 

On 28 :•.fovoml:.cr, D..:·1oth::.ir pilot fror!1 th::; 155 w0.s wounded wl1;.m his ship 

rec _,i ved fj_r0 on tho volcano. 

On 4 Doccmb.::r, whilo o:ictr1:i.cting .J. wounded 11.R\W from th.-3 volcf1.l10, 

tho resupply co1!llllf;.nd nnd control hclicopt::: .· draw h011~~ grotmd fire, 

wounding a pilot. 

It must be rcmcmberod thP.t th.:.; tAttlc of Bu Prri.ng - Due Lur) w:s o. 

full sc2J.0 13ffort by th~ en~my. 1U though not montionod in this his·~or;r, 

tha .::ivcmts D.nd circUlllst,111c.:is surrounding <1.ll op0ro.tions 28 Octo'bor - 28 

D<:icemb.Jr roquirc;.l avLitors :J..t.'1d crows to dc.ily risk thoir liv.Js in n.n offort 

to provid-3 support to tho 1Jeseigen fireb.:::.scs ,:i.nd out~,:iosts. 

I·hny moro mcJ.Gvn.cs tlun arii:l recordad ware :::ctuo.J.ly flowj,1. 1JS.ny more 

onomy wcro kilL)d t11:~.:-~ tLl·) F.::lcons w;:ir0 giv .. m credit for. This is ·''· roS1.llt 

of thu fluid TI12.llOUv0ring of both fricmdly :md ::.;ncmy units. 

The constc,.nt 3nemy activity, tho fact that if :i.sked to pull u. modavac 

o. Stng0 Co:1ch a5.rcr~,ft would go into cm o.ro:-i. th0.t h~d boon tho k.rget of 

over 200 en0m3r artillerJ" rounds th:d:, dr:i.;:r, the fa.ct thn:i::. though onomy mortars 

were sure to follow a resupply 'by scconcls~ o.11 confirm th.:.·t U•:ld8r tl1G most 

sevaru of cond1 tions tho 155 St.".gu C011.ch-Falcon tv<U'1 C<"'.ll a.nd will provide 

optimum sup:port; 'Without roservo.t.ion <1.nd without dol:.~y to tn:i uni ts which 

it serves • 

• 



155 in Victl'.12,;J 1969 
The Co!,1:12.:-iy l-ulls t:1e :iiir.:nion 

J~he last a..""ld by far the 1msiest ~uar-tex- of 1969 left in its ·wake a great 

sense of accomi?lishment, and a fellinz of relief that the ordeal of two 

mon'chs was over. J...1-t;1ou.G].1 acting as controlling a3ency in conjunction with 

VaGalJond Forward, -Che 155th operations i.18.d l1and.lod as many as fifty ad.dition-

al airoraf-t 11.aily a.urint; ~~ovemlJer and December. '.Chis ~.m.t quite a strain on 

15 5 opera-iii ons • 

In addition, the com:)any flew more houxs tha:::i a:.w other com::;an~r in the 

1oth Aviation J3at·talion for lonG periods, still maintainincr a.n ex·tremely hi&;h 

aircraft availa~1ility record. 

AlthouCT}1 28 aircraft from the 155 received d.aF1a.:;e from ground fire the 

knowled~~e of the enemy and te:;:xain proved to iJe a major fa.c·tor in minimizing 

damaee 'co aircraft. Aircraft from other units, in trying ,co support the 155, 

provec1. that anyt:u110 less ·than a complete J:nowlec1G"e of terrain and tactics 

creates a danc;erous sHua·tion. Hour for hour, the 155 took less daro.a~e from 

c;round. fire tll.a.n ou·tside units u.i""lfruailiar wi tl1 -~he area of opere;i;ion. 

Statistics for 155 SUTJOrt Octo'lJcr - Deceml)er 

~~ours 7,503 

Sorties 19,156 

Passen3ero 35 ,1;.65 

Cargo (tons) 424 

• :ilinerc;ency licaevac 79 

Enemy T2.1A 75 

S·tructures a.estro~·ed. 19 



A irc:;:'aft a.vaila"'uilitJr \BS rn.cdntai:1ed t:U'ou.;h the quaxter 

October - December averac;e U~I-n ava.i1<1bi1Hy •••••••••••• 97.5% 

Averace U~::-1c availa~JilH;;,r for the :oeriod was •••••••••••• 96.2% 

On 26 December 1969 l'Iaj Doan :i:~ Owen relinc1uished coamand of the 155 

Avi~;i;i;ion Company (AE) to Haj Gerard }I Luisi, foi"lllerly assic;ned as Assistant 

Division Aviation Officer of the 25th Infantry Division. 

1rho change of command ceJ:'emony was held a/c Cam:·:i Coryell and was at·tonded 

by dignitaries of the 23rd ARVN Division, uarlac Sector, Detachmerrh B-23 (SJ1eoial 

Forces), COL }Jill J. i.frij:lt, 17th Aviation Group (Combat) Comr,ia:nd.er, and LTC 

Samuel '•T. Patellas, Conrinnding Officer, 1oth Aviation Ba·iitalion. Hajor Owen 

lm.s presented ·i;he Vfot11ames0 Cross of Gallantry l)y Colonel 1\:.:1.nh of the 23rd 

AR.VU Division • 

• 
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