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FOLREWIRD
Serving in direct support of the Free Jorld Forceg and the

Arﬁy of the ILiepublic of Victnom, the 155th Aviation Company is
similar to the many other aviation units of the same size and
structure. TFormed originally as Company i, 1st Aviation Battalion,
1st Infantry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas, the unit arrived at Vung
Tau, Vietnam on 1 May 1965. Moving immediateiy to Ban Me Thmot, with
an aircraft complement of 24 Ud-1D's, the advance party was welcomed
by LTC Delbert Townsend, former Commﬁnder of the 52nd Aviation Bat-
talion. After much preparation nnd many training hours through which
the men of Company 4 became proficient in the new and demanding tech-
nique of flying in a combat zone, the company was declared operational
on 1 Junec 1965, On 20 November 1965, Company A was redesignated as
the 155th Aviation Company (iir Mobile Light). Unofficially the 155th
wag dirccted by the 1st Aviation Brigade to designate itself the 155th
Assault Helicopter Company. At that time thnt designntion was in
effect for =1l iir Mobile Light .viation Companics throughout Viet-
nam, In 1969, the 155th was directed to redesignate itself the 155th
ivintion Company (Asssult Helicopter).

>

. From the first, the 155th's two airlift platoons were known as
the Stagecoaches, while the ~rmed platoon was called the Falcons,

‘Under these naies the men of the 155th have gspread their reputation
for accomplishing their mission while naintnining the highest of
safaty standards ~nd aireraft rvailability throughout Vietnam. Fly-

ing from Saigon in the south to Dak Pek in the north and from the

coastal plrins to Cambodin, the Stagecoach-Falcon team has flown
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over 130,000 hours in support of the Allied Forces combating the
threat of Corramisw in Scutheast Asin,

This history is dedicated to all those men who have served and
are serving with the 155th 4viation Company and its attached units
since its arrival in the Republic of Vietnan, with spccial tribute
to those officers, warrant officers and cenlisted rpen who gave their
lives so thnt the Republic of South Vietnan anl-'l the Free World cvery-
where nmuy lock forward to the future with somewhat of a brighter ray

of hope. 1Let us pray that these men did not die in wvain,

LT MEMORIAM

1965
PFC Michnel #, Davio 21 October 1965
W01 Joseph 5. Huyler 21 October 1965
SP5 Villian J. Johnson 21 October 1965
1LT Harold Preisendefer 21 October 1965
1966
WO Bugene W, Caswell 27 Moy 1966
I:JO Michnel N. Coryell 30 November 1966
FPFC Richrxrd B. Dabney 27 May 1966
WO Roymond L. TFord 29 March 1966
£’FC Cregory L. Miller 20 December 1966
WO Phillip C. Smith 29 March 1966
PFC Jancs Walker \ . 30 Novenber 1966
WO Wilmer J. Willinghan 30 November 1966
SP4 Jolm W, Wood 30 Novenber 1966
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SGT Keith D. Criffin
WO Terrance Felson

SP5 James G. Pattorson

WO Willis W, Smith
1LT Denais E, Painter
SP5 Janes Miculus

SP4 Frank L. Freedle
WO Poul N, Larscn

WO Herbert Hayashida
SP4 Joln R. Brooks
SP4 Oran B. McCardol
1LT Fred Q. Zrott

WO William F., Harwood
WO Redlich S. Koppel
WO Richar® C. Pugh
SP4 Jancs De. Budohazy
SPH William =ister
SP4 Edwnrd Milan

SP4 Janes Swann

533G Robert Iinlkkston

VIO ionnld MeGnry
SP4 Richard Sec

WO Terry Lo Crawford
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16 March 1367

23 May 1967

16 March 1967
1963

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

19 April 1968

26 August 1968

8 September 1968

8 September 1968

28 Decenmber 1968

24 June 1968

6 February 1968

4 March 1968

4 March 1968

13 March 1968
1969

3 Jamuary 1969

8 January 1969

27 February 1969
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1939 (Continued)

SP5 Ariwando Remirez 23 May 1969

PFC Santingo uinitann 23 May 1969

SP5 Rich R. Medaris 5 Hoveriber 1969

SP5 Jehn A. Payne 5 November 1969

SP4 Richaré G. Bauer 5 Noverber 1969
1970 .

WO Morlin Johnson 20 April 1970

WO Darek Richardscn 20 April 1970

1LT Jacob L. Kinser 8 Mirch 1970

SP4 Vim Goeree 8 March 1970

WO David K. Erensteft 8 March 1970

SP5 Willian R. Rogne 8 March 1970

WO Paul E. Dolik 23 February 1970

SP5 David MNachtigall 23 February 1970

SPA Calvin Serian 23 Pebruary 1970

e ¢ « « o this history is “edicated to the men of the
155th; to those who fought and lived and to those who fought and

died, to those why gave mch and to these who gave all.
d

.
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1557H ASSAULT HSLICOPTER COMP:ANY

COM1ANDERS

MAJOR GERALD H. LUISI 1 Jamuary 1970 - 15 June 1970
MAJOR ROWL.LND G. STEELE 15 June 1970 -~ 17 Decerber 1970

CAPTAIN CH.RLES E. MARKHAM 17 Decerber 1970 - 31 December 1970

MISSTON

The mission of the 155th Assault Helicopter Company is to provide
general air support as directed by the Commanding Officer, 10th Combat
sviation Battalion in support of airmobile operations designed to
senrch out nnd destray the insurgent cnery and to extend Government

2 of Vietnam control of the population.
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ATDA OF OFWiATIONS

Military Regsicn 2, in which Ban Me Thuot is located and in which
the 155th Ass~ult Helicopter Company renders the majority of its sup-
port, covers an area of 32,725 square miles or 49% of the land area
of South Vietnam. Its western border is 342 miles long and in common
with Laos an? Cambodian. The castern border is approximntely 400 miles
of coastline brrdering the South China Sca. The area is 400 miles
wide in the ncrth and 342 niles wide in the south. This ares is
politically divided into the provinces of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleiku,
Phu Bon, and Phu Yen in the 22nd ARVY Division Tactical Zone, and
Darlac, Kanh Hoa, Quang Duc, Ninh Thuan, Lam Dong, and Binh Thuan in
the 23rd ARVN Division Tactical Zone. Geographically, this area may
b, Alvidad inte thro . rnajor areas.

The constal plain is a narrow strip of long flat, often marshy,
terrain net more than twenty miles wide from the sea inland., This
arga is formed by a series of nmumercus river deltas interrupted by
a rock ridge line running steepiy to the sea. This area is almost
entirely under cultivation with four rice c¢crops a year.

2 The mountain regicn extends fron north to south almost the entire
length of Military Regicn 2, Elevation ranges from 3,000 to 8,000

« feet with the eastern slopes cuite stecp and the western more gradual.
Rain forests cover threc quarters of this arca with most of the re-
nainder eovered with open, deciduocus growth., Cultivation is limited
to small, clenred arcas on relatively flat land. ¥lying in this area
is very hnzardous with forzed landing arcas practically non-existent,

ceilings fzequently very low, and winds unpredictable.
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The platecaun region is lucate! west of the mountains and is com~-
prised of the Kontun Fl-teau in the north and the Darlac Flateau in
the south. This region hnas altitudes ranging from 1,000 to 3,000 feet
with genidy rolling hills and rmch open area, Where the soil is not
under cultivation, a thick growth of grass, to a height of eight to
ien feet, covers the ground. Where adquafe: drainnge is provided, this
area will support four vegetable crops yearly.

The principal cities of this arc Phan Thiet, Phan Rang, Cam Ranh,
Nha Trang, ~nd Qui Nhon on- the coastal plain; Dalat in the mountains;
and Ban Me Thuot, Fleiku, and Kontum on the plateaus. The major routes
of this area are

Route #1 Saigon - Danang (coastal rcute)

Route #11 Dalat - Phan Rang

Route #14 Saigon - Ban Me Thuot - Pleiku - Kontunm

Route #19 Pleiku - Qui Nhen

Route #20 Saigon - Dalat

Route #21 Ban Me Thuot ~ Nha Trang

The Republic!s major rail line parallels Route 741 along its entire
length with one gpur line from Phan Inng to Dalat. The logistical and
corrmnications complex at Cam Ranh Bay is located between Phan Rang
and Nha Trang.

Weather throughout this area can be divided into the summer
nongoon, June throuch Scptonber, and the winter monsoon, Norember
through April, with the nonths of- May and October as periods of trans-
ition. During the summer monsoon the wind is southwesterly, causing

cloud buildurs on the western slopes of the mountains, This results
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in a rainy seascn for thoe plateaus and mouvntainous areas during the
summer months while the coastal provinces have clear skies and good
flying weather., The winter nonsoon brings a northeasterly flow with
the conditions reversed. The coastal provinces of Binh Thuan and Ninh
Thuan are little affected by either nmonsoon and have generally clear
weather the year round.

Average rainfall in the mountain and plateau areas is 90 Inches
and on the constzl plain 87 inches. The temperature on the coastal
rlain ranges from the mid 70's to the high 80's during the rainy season
and low 80's to high 90's during the dry season., The mountains and
plateaus expérience temperaturcs from the mid 60's to mid 80's during
the wet seascn, and low 60's to low 80's during the dry season. Winds
arc normally gusty at 10-15 knots with velocity increasing with altitude.
Surface winds up to 25 knots are frequently encountered.

Military iiegion 2 has n populaticn of approximately 2.5 million
people, or just over 20% of the population of the Republic of Vietnam.
The majority of this population is located along the coastal plain in
the vicinity of the cities. The mnjority of these peoplec are Annamese.

The nountain and plateau regions are inhabitedl chiefly by Montagnard
tribesmen, There are thirty-nine major tribes and some 150 subordinate
tribal prours of these people living in the highlands of Vietnam,
Carbodin and Leos, Ban Me Thuwot is the traditional capitol of these
people, Military Region 2 is inhabited by approximztely 500,000
Mont~rgnards. The larcest tribe in this region is the Rade, whose

influence extends from Kontum to Ban Me Thuot.
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COMIANY OFERATIONS

The year opened relatively quict with the 155th Assault Helicopterxr
Conpany trking a long'needaﬂ rest from the tension of heavy combat.

The company continued to provide avintion support to the units with
nornal operations in the Darlae, Quang Duc, and Tuyen Duc Provinces.
The required avintion suprort of the B-50 operations was terminated due
to increascd enemy activity in the northern part of Military Region 2,
This missicn was transferred teo another aviation unit which was more
closely based to the now B-50 arca of operaticns.

In the month of January, therc occurred a shift in the tactical
situation in which the 155th was called on to provide support for the
4th Infantry Divisicn operating in the Pleiku area. The 4th Infantry
Division bogan receiving the priority of support and the daily committ-
nent ranged from four to twelve UH-1H aircraft and from two to four
UH-1C aircraft. The unit supplied assets for a total of twenty combat
assaults with totals of 1884 troops and 11 tons of cargo lifted in
these operations.

On the 6th of January at 0045 hours, Caup Coryell received five

2 rounis of 82nm mortar., There were no persomel injured and only minor
damegse to iac UH-1H. The remainder of the month was free from enemy
+ nmortar and rocket attacks.

With the arrival of February, the 155th resumed its support of the
B-50 operaticns. This mission consistel of providing assets in support
of recomnaissance patrols with a nornal committment of four to six

Ud-1H aircraft. The nir Force provided the FAC and gunship assets.
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Through out the months of February and March the unit continued
to support the 4th Infantry Division in the FPleiku region as well
as its commitments to the units in the Ban Me Thmot area of operation,
A total of twenty-seven combalt assaults were conducted with a combined
hour total of 5838 for the two nonths.

Enemy activity around Camp Coryell remained negligible during
this period of time. ORe very insignificant attack resulted in neg-
ative damage to personnel or material.

With the beginning of the sccond quarter came a build up of
eneny activity in the Ban Me Thuot aren. The 155th's aviation assets
were called upon throughout the period to provide gun support, mede-~
vacs and resupply in support of the 23rd ARVN Division and its OFCON
units. During this period thz unit also continued to provide support
of the local area of operation as well as B-50 and the 4th Infantry
Division in Fleiku province.

The enenmy opened the nmonth of April with a literal "bang". A
rmortar attack on the 1st of April resulted in four WIA from the 219th
RAC and threc structures damaged. The compound withstood two more
attacks during the month with damages to three UH-1C and five UH-1H
aireraft,

Cn the 20th »f April, four shins wcre conducting B-50 operations.
A reconnaissance patrol came into contnct with the aneny and an ex-
filtration was launched., LT Benudreault and WO Wylie were piloting
the pick up cireraft and ~s they touche? dcwn in tha LZ they received
intense enery fire. Just as the aircraflt lifted above the trces on
toke off, it wng hit in the tail seetion by a B-40 rocket and crashed

into the heavy canopied jungle. After climbing frea of the wreckage,
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the crew began a running hattle with the eneny that extended for hetter
than thirty ninutes. With gunship cover, they were able to find an
1Z and were finolly pulled from the jungle.

At approximately 1900 hours a second aireraft, piloted by WO Marlin
Johnson and W0 Darck Richardson, cntered the aren for extraction of a
recon team. 4s they were about to touch down in the LZ they received
a B-40 rocket in the cockpit, killing both pilots instantly. The
crewchief and summer survived the crash and were rescued but due to
eneriy fire the bodies were not‘rocovered until a later date. This was
truly a very dark day in the history of the 155th.

In May, a2 ncw offensive was launched against the enery in the

western regions of Military Region 2 and the Cambodian border areas.

A major portisn of the 155th's assets would be committed to this
offensive over a poerind of threce months, The first of such operations
was conducted om 20 May, west of Duc Lap. The 155th provided the bulk
of the assets anl a major portion of the planning. MAJ Gerald H. Iuisi
was the Air Mission Commander for the operation, controlling twenty-
four 1ift aircraft, twelve heavy 1ift aircraft and eight gunships. The
operation extonded for a peried of two wecks and was highly successful

"with the ground fsrces finding numerous eaches of arms, medical supplies,
food and vehicles.

‘ The enemy continued his mortar attacks on the compound with two
attacks during May. The compoun? took a total of eightcen rounds,
resulting in nincr Adaige of fome Uld-14 aircraft and negative casualties
to personnel.

During the month of June the 155th AHC was called on to provide

asects for two rore assaults on the Cambodian border regions. These
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operations was wcighed in the vnst quantities of arms, supplies, and
staging areas which were captured or destroyed.

The month of June also witnessed the imnovation of the 2/1st Cavalry
into the Ban Me Thuot arca. With the 155th comnnmitted to supporting its
local A0, B-50 and arens of Pleiku, the 2/1st was responsible for "Hunter
Killer" tactics in the Ban Me Thuot provinces.

On the 9th of June, Camp Coryell once agéin cane under mnortar attack.
A total of ninc mortar rounds impacted in the corral area resulting in
ninor damage to two UH=-1H and twﬁ Uil-1C aircraft.

On the 11th of June, MAJ Gerald H. Iuisi relinquished command of
the unit to MAJ Rowlond G, Stecle.

The period of 1 July to 30 September reflected a change in tactical
cperatimms for the 155th. There was a general reduction in large scale
operntions and in turn an increase in smaller company or platoon size
operations. This was also accompanicd by ; ghift of support from the
northem Pleiku regions to support of operations in the Tuyen Duc and
Lan Dong jrovineces to the south. Aside fron the normnl assets in support
of the 23rd ARVN Division, Detachnent B-23 5th SFG, B-50 and units of
the Ban Me Thuot-Duc Lap arca, the 155th sent aviation assets in support
>
of the 44th ARW Regiment (Song Mon), 53rd ARVN Regiment (Di Linh), Div-
ision Light CP (Dalwt) and Dalat MACV. There were also sporatic nmisgions
in supvort of Than Rang MACY, Phu Bon Provinee, 129th AHC (Qui Nhon),

Duc My Rangers, 25th Intell Tceam and G-2 Sniffer. During this period
the 155th AHC carncd a vary dsfinite nerbership in “Vagabonds af the Sky".

The enery continued to harass Camp Coryell with nmortar attacks
during: this period of operation. The first attack, and only attack for
July occurre? on the 18th of July and consisted of seven 82mn nortar

rounds resulting in three damaged UN-1C aircraft.
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During tae ronth ~f ‘usust, the 155th continued to support an AO
extending from Fleiku and Qui hon in the nbrth to Phan Thiet and Bao
Loc in the south. There was o total of nine combat assaults conducted in
the nonth of August but only one took on any aspect of a major assault.
On the 17th of the nonth, the 155th assisted by the 281st AHC and the
24311 ASHC provided aviation assets for a 23rd 4R¥N Division assault on
"Hapyy Valley", a long tine stronghold of local Viet Cong and NVA. The
operation was conducted without incident to aviation assets and with only
linited contact on the part of the ground elements. The remaining
assaults werc conducted on a ruch smaller scale with normally a platoon
gize aviation unit in support.

The sccond attack for the quarter occurred on 1 August. The compound
received aprroximately four to five rounds with negative damage to
personnel or aircraft.

Along with the very diversificd and far reaching "ash and trash"
nissions, the small scale assaults heeame the majority of the 155th
support for the month of Septewmber. 4 total of ninetecn corbat assaults
were conducted in support of the 44th, 45th and 53rd ARVN Regiments,

B-23 5th SFG and 8th Cavalry. Of those assaults only two could be

>

;onsidered majcr. The first one took place on the 3rd »f the month.
This operation was in suppori of the 45th ARVN Regiment working in the
JVC Mountain" rogion located southeast of Duc Lap. Weather on this
particular, day created a problen and delayed the take-off. When the
assets were finally launched the weather was still somewhat marginal.
All things went well until the 1ift platoon touched down in 1Z #4,
where they reecived intense seni-autorntic fire. The Falcon gunships

irnedintely sur ressed the fire. However, one crewnenber was wounded
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in the leg and was imnediutely mwcdevaced to Ban IMe Thuot and then to
Cam Ranh Bay where he reccvercd from his wound.

On the 29th of Septeuber it was back into "Happy Valley" for the
second major assault of the month. This operation was conducted entirely
by the 155th ~nd consisted of inserting 445 troops on a search and clear
nission. The assoult was ceompleted withogt incident to aviation assets,
and with relative success for the ground forces.

During the nonth of September Camp Coryell received three B-40
rockéts on the 9th and lizht automatic and semi-automatic fire on the
27th resulting in negative dannge or casualties.

The final quarter was: characterized by a general reduction in
operatirms for the 155th AUC. The unit continued to provide support
for units orerating in and around the Ban Me Thuot, Duc Lap, and Ghia
Nrhin with additionsl support to the Dalat, Di Linh, Bao Loc, Song Moa
regcions in the south and the Fleilm regions to the north.

The month of October was one of relative inactivity. The unit
continued to conduct the normal "ash and trash" and direct combat support
nissions in its widely dispersed A0. In addition, the corspany conducted
only four combat assaults during the month and all of these were platoon
to section size aviaticn operations in surport of the 53rd Regiment,
45th Regiment, 8th Cavalry and B-23 5th SFG.

Although the cormany's opoerations docmaagea.in® size and number,
the enery attacks asninst Comp Coryell increased sonewhat in intensity.
The first attack c-nsisted of eleven rwrtar rcuﬁds fired into the
conpound., MNeither of these attacks was effective, causing~ negative

dannge or cosualties,
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October alse witnessod a preatly nceded internal improvement of the
compound. MDuring the nonth, the officers and enlisted men of the 155th
cementced the bottom of the ewimning pocl. The pool previously had a
polyvinyl chloride liner and due to rips in the liner, the pocl had been
closed for several mcenths.

Noverbor opened with the future of the unit very much a question
mark in the minds of all concerned. Rumor conf&ol was working overtime
and had the company moving to all quadrants of the compass. aAlthough the
unit showed signs cf apprehension towards its final destiny, it contin-
ued to provide support to units of its loecal and far reaching AO0. The
Stagcecoach-Faleon tean also began to frequent the Pleidjereng and Pleiku
regions with and increasing rcgularity, usually to provide support for
the 42nd and 47th ARVN Regiments.

The corbat assaults for the month of November totaled four in number
and continued on the smaller unit concept. One cof these assaults, however,
was a combined effort with the 52nd CAB in support of the 42nd Regiment.
The assault was renewed offensive to rid the western border arcas cf the
Pleiku region of a substantial enemy threat. The operation consisted
of twelve 1ift aircraft, four heavy 1lift aireraft and six gunships in
support of a ground element of approximately 450-500 troops. The ground
?peration lasted for over - runth o7 ves esraiiorsd Figdor sueccossfiad.,

During the month of Novemher, the compound remained free of eneny
activity until the 30th when five sappers tried to hrcach the camp per-
imeter. The attack wns repellod with possible cnery casualties, however
these were unconfirmed by a cunship reconnaissance »f the area.

Uith the close of November came the long awaited and disheartening

word that the 155th AHC was going to deactivate and return to the states.
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The ;rojected detes for the standiown and deactivation were given as
14'December 1970 to 15 Januaxy 1971.

With the onset of December, the Stagecoach-Falecon team entered its
final fourteen days of overaticn. Although these were the last days of
operations, they were far from the least active. The unit continued to
supnrort its normal missions, in addition to a daily commitment to the
Pleiku arca. »uring this final fourteen day period a total of 1049 hours
were flown, logging 2835 sorties and 32 tons of cargo lifted. The majority
of these statistics were in support of the nine assaults conducted. in
the Pleiku, Cheo Reo and "Happy Valley" arcas. The greater portion of
these operations werc in support of units involved in saturation patrol
tactica with a commitment of seven UH-11 and two UH-1C aircraft.

Enemy activity during the month of December consisted of two mortar
attacks on the 2nd and the 19th of the nonth. On the 2nd of December,
the compound reccived four 60mm rounds. Therc were no casualties among
the personnel and only light damnge to three aireraft. The attack on
the 19th consisted of four rounds which over shot the compound and
inpacted in residential scetinns adjacent to the perimeter, resulting
%n several civilian casualties,

' On 14 IDecember 1970 at 2400 hcurs, the 155th Asisault Helicopter
Company ceased operaticns and begnn the massive task of deactivation.
After a final company prrty the unit sct to work on the Keystone turn-in
with the sanc ®2alous and nmission oriented attitude 'which had won its
name and reputation over the past five and one half years of operations.

On 17 Decerber, ¥AJ Rowland G. Steele relinquished his command of

the connany tc¢ CPT Charles E. Markham who would lead the company throuch
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its final days of existence as o unit in the ioiublic of Sruth Vietnam.
The 955th compiled the following statistics during the year:
TOULS FlOWIleaosessocessarnsccssssoscnsssossasesldy2d]
Troops Liftedeeeceeceescesesasecessasncnasasell’?,538
SOTtieSeeeeacecosetsensessassscsssncscncsnsesedB8,678

Cargo Hnuled (TC’HS)...-....--...-...--...--....1,560
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