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FOfi.E\/JJ.D 

Serving in direct DU}Jl>)rt of the Free .!orld Forces and the 

Arrrry of ~he nepublic of ·.:fotn..-·rJ, the 155th Aviation Company is 

similar to the r.i:::i.ny other avill. tion uni ts of the same size and 

structure. Formed originally as Company i\, 1st Aviation Battalion, 

1st Infantry Division at Fort Riley, Kansaa, the unit arrived at Vung 

Tau, Vietnwn on 1 .Mey 1965. Moving immediately to Ban Me Tlnlot, with 

an aircraft complement of 24 UH-1D's, the advance party was welcomed 

by LTC Delbert Townsend, farrier C01mnf'l.nder of the 52nd Aviation Bat-

talion. After much prepo.ra.tion :md mnny troining hours through which 

the men of Company ii became proficient in the new and deillc'Ulding tech-

nique of flying L"l a combrit zone, the cor:ipn.ny was declared operational 

on 1 Juno 1965. On 20 Noveffibcr 1965, Compn.ny A wns rcdesignated as 

the 155th livfo.tion CoP~pnny (..::dr Mobile Light). Unofficinlly the 155th 

wns directed by the 1st J;vintion Brigade to designate itself the 155th 

Assault Helicopter Comprmy. ,\t th'lt tine th'.'.t designn.tion was in 

effect for .r.,,11 ":~ir Mobile Light .1~vin.tion Cor.ipnnios throughout Viet-

nam. In 1969, the 155th wns dir(~cted to redesignn.te itself the 155th 

.hvi.'.:.tion Compnny C1s::nult Helicopter). 

From the first, the 155th 1 s two airlift platoons were known as 

the St11.gecoaches, whil0 the rcrnod pl.'.l.toon was called the Falcons. 

Under tho.;;se n:w !CS the men of the 155th hnve oprencl their reputation 

for ncconplishing their mission while naint.1.ining the highest of 

sn..f ety strmdarf-:::; ;"":1."'~ aircraft r>v~ ilnbili ty throuchout Vietnao.. Fly-

ing fror.i Snig·on in tho south to Dok I'ek in the north nncl from the 

coast.'.ll pl::ins to C:1.nbodin., the Sta.gccon.ch-Falcon terun has flown 
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over 130 ,000 h:mr:J in ~mp_;Jort cf the .:Ulkd F:J1'.'Ceo conbn. ting the 

This hiatory is clodicri.ted to o.11 those non who h'1.ve served and 

arc serving with th~ 155th l1vif:l.tion Conprrny n:...>ld its 11tta.ched units 

since its .':U'rivnl in the Republic of Vietno.n, with special tribute 

t.J thNJO officers, wn.rr.'l.nt officers nnd enlisted r::en who gave the-ir 

lives so th.-..t the Republic of South Victnan nntl the Free World every-

where r.ny lonk forward to the future with sooewhnt of a brighter ray 

of hope. Let us prey th.'l.t those ncn did not die in va.in. 

PFC j'1ich::ol n. D:wio 

W01 Joseph 3. Huyler 

SP5 Villi:u:1 J. Johnson 

1LT R~rold Proisendef9r 

WO Eugene W. C.1.swell 

WO Kich11el N. Coryell 
~ 

PFC Rich~.r::l r::. Dnbn0y 

WO R1ymond L. Ford 

PFC Grog•.ny 1. YJ.illor 

WO Phillip C. Smith 

PFC Jan<")S 1l:1.llrnr 

WO Uil::tGr J. Willingh'U1 

SP4 Jolm W. WcoJ 
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21 October 1965 

21 October 1965 

21 October 1965 

27 M'ly 1966 

30 Nove;:iber 1966 

27 May 1966 

29 i1n.rch 1966 

20 Docenbcr 1966 

29 Ma.rch 1966 

30 Novenbcr 1966 

30 Novcnbcr 1966 

30 Nove:rnb0r 1966 
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3GT Keith Do Griff in 

WO Terr.'Ulce Folson 

SP5 Jr.u:1r}$ G. Patterson 

WO Willis W. SI:lith 

1LT Dmu1is E. ]'.'linter 

SP5 J::u:ics Miculus 

SP4 Frn ... "'1.k 1. FrceC.lo 

\\TO Pnul I~ • Larsen 

WO Herbert H:iynshida 

SP4 John II.. Brooks 

SP4 Or,1n B. McCn.rrlol 

1LT Fred O. f':i.~~tt 

WO \!illiara F. Hn..r"Woc;d 

·wo Redlich s. Koppel 

WO Richc-irr', C. Pugh 

SP4 Janos D. Budnhazy 

SP5 Willirn:-1 !i:fater 

SP4 Edwn..rd Milan 

SP4 Jn..ncs Sw::mn 

SSG Robert Pinkston 

\'IO Ii.onn.lrl ~1cG.":.ry 

SP4 Ilich•i.rd Seo 

WO T0rry L. Crawford 
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1967 

16 Mi.rch 1967 

23 M"J.Y 1967 

16 M'lrch 1967 

1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 i\pril 1968 

19 lipril 1968 

19 .April 1968 

19 llpril 1968 

26 August 1968 

8 Septembor 1968 

8 Septeobor 1968 

28 Decer.iber 1968 

24 June 1968 

6 Fe bru!ll'y 19 68 

4 M-irch 1968 

4 March 1968 

13 M'U'ch 1968 

1969 

3 Jruiuary 1969 

8 January 1969 

27 February 1969 
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19•::J ( C:mtinuod) 

SP5 .ArL1'.1.Il<10 3£?.mircz 23 I·hy 1969 

PFC Sruitin.go Q.J.ini tnn'l 2 3 May 1969 

SP5 Rich n. Hcdaris 5 !Jovcr:1ber 1969 

5 N1)veraber 1969 

SF4 Richn.r6 G. Bauer 5 Novenber 1969 

1970 

WO :M't'.rlin Joh.vi.:>:m 20 J,pril 1970 

WO Dlrek Rich"l.Xd.scn 20 /1pril 1970 

1LT Jacob L. Kinser 8 M'lrch 1970 

SP4 Wil!l Goeree 8 M'll'ch 1970 

WO Dn.vic1 K. Erensteft 8 Hurch 1970 

SP5 Willin.n R. Rr;gnc 8 M.'lrch 1970 

WO Pn.ul E. Dolik 23 Fcbrun.ry 1970 

23 FGbrun.ry 1970 

SP4 Calvin Scrill?l 23 February 19 70 

. . . . • this hiGto:cy is -:otlicn ted to the ncn of the 

155th; to those who fought ancl lived arn1 t0 those who fought and 

rliml, to thnso wh] {;U,Ve r:IU.ch Md to t!'lcsG who gave all. 
~ 
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155!'.m ASSAULT llSLICOPTEit COHP!1NY 

COJ"HANDEP.S 

l·!A.JOR GSR\LD IT. LUISI 1 J n.nun.ry 19 70 - 1 5 June 19 70 

NAJOR R01''Li~i."D G. STEELE 15 June 1970 - 17 Decenber 1970 

C.:1PrXIlT CIL~RLES E. MARKH.YM 17 Dcceribor 1970 - 31 Docenber 1970 

MISSION 

The r::ission of the 155th Aosault Holicoptcr Col'.lpaJ\Y is to provicle 

genernl air support ns directed by the Cor.u:ianding Officer, 10th Combat 

i1vin.tion Bn.tta:lion in support of nirnobilc operations designed to 

00.~rch out .".nrl destr::iy the insu:i.:-i:;-cmt cmor·y end to extencl.. Government 

~ of Vietnan control of the pupulntion. 
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AIC·::!, OF Ol·'J.:it\TIOUS 

Mili tnzy Re(;-icn 2, in which :Brm Mo Thu.at is located and in which 

the 155th l\G:Jf>..Ul t Helicopter Conpn.."JY ronders tho majority of its sup-

port, covers :m n:re1J. of 32, 725 aqunxc r!ilcs or 49% of the land area. 

of South VietnaI!l. Its western border is 342 miles long and in common 

with L:l.os nnr1 Cnr.ib::~diri. 'l,.ne eastern border is a.pproxim.'ltely 400 miles 

of con.stlint.:'! b''rclering tho South China Sea. The area is 400 miles 

wide in the north :md 342 x:d les· wi1le in the south. This. area: is 

politically clivi(lecl into the provinceo of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleiku, 

Phu Bon, And Phu Yen in the 22nd .mvn Division Tactical Zone, nnd 

Darlac, ICnnh Hoa., QJ.:mg Due, Ninh Thu.an, L.'1!:1 Dong, and Binh Thu.an in 

the 23rd 1\RVN Division Tactical Zone. Geographically, this area mny 

The C8n..st:il plnin is a nnrrow strip of long flat, often marshy, 

terrain net nore th..'Ul twenty r.iiles wi\1e fror;i the sea inl:w.d. This 

ar\)a is forned by a series of nuner•ms river del ta:s interrupted by 

a rock rid[,'6 line running steeply to the sea. This ~rea is a.lnos.t 

entirely unc.er cul tivc.tion ~vi th fGur rlco cr·: 111s 11 year. 

The r.i.:mntain reginn extends fron north to south almost the entire 

length of Eilitary Recion 2~ Elevri.tfon rnnt;es froo 3,000 to 8,000 

· feet with the c.'"l:ste=-n slopes qui to stt!ep :md the western r.iore gTadual. 

Rain for:~sts cc\vor three; qu'l.rt.::rs of this nroa with no st of the re-

r.iainder crJVCrOd With open, decidUOUS {!T:JWth. Cultiv11tion is limited 

to sr:iall, cleri.rcd n.~-.J:'..S on roln.tivcly flat lnncl. :F'lying in this area. 

is very hn.zardous w l th for~cd lr.:nding arcaS' prC!.cticnlly r ... on-existent, 

ct:illng-s f:-equontly very low, :inn winds unpredictable. 
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The plateau region iG lucatc·~ ~vest of the mountains nnd is cor.i-

prised of the Kuntun Fl··tc,n.u in the !lorth nnd the Da.rlac Plateau in 

the s•Juth. This region hns .~iltitudes ranging fror.'.l 1,000 to 3,000 feet 

with gen~:_y rollinf,' hills nnd rmch open area. Where the soil is: not 

under cultivation, a thick growth of grr.i.ss, to a. height of eight to 

ten fc&t, covers the e.-round. Whore ndquate ct.rain'lge is provided, this 

nre:i will support· fJur vegetable crops yearly. 

The principal cities of this nrc Phnn Thiet, Ph'lll R'lllg, Car.i R:.'1llh, 

Nhn Trnng, find ~i Nhon on the constnJ. plnin; Dalat in the l!lountains; 

[Uld Ban Me Tlru.ot, Plciku, and Kontur.i on tho plateaus. The mn.jor routes 

of this area ere 

Route 4,-'1 S...'l:ifcon - Dannng (coastal route) 

Rou to ;:t11 Dnln. t - Phan Rtme 

Route #14 Saigon - B:m Me Thuot - Pleiku - Kontun 

Route #19 Pleiku - QJ.i Nhon 

Route ~~O S~ie~n - Dalnt 

Route ·~le 1 Ban Me Thuot - Nhri.. Trane 

The Hepublic 's n'ljor rn.il line j)arn.llels Houte /11 nlong its entire 

length with one spur line frori Phan J.mG to DaJ.a.t. Tho logistical and 

cornnunicrttions complex nt CaL'l Ranh Bay is locate<l between Phm Btmg 

.<md Nh:i. Trnng. 

Wea;ther throug:hout this area crm be rlivided into the suomer 

r1ons 1Jon, .June thr•JU['h Soi~.tonbor, tm·:'t the winter ri::ms;)on, No·~el!lber 

thrPugh .1!pril, with the nonths, nf- M-:.y tmd October n.s periods of trans-

i tion. Durin{'.' the sur.._r1er T'.tonso•Jn the wind is southwesterly, causing 

cloud buildu~s on the wost.:?rn slopes of the riountt:llins. This results 
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in n rainy sen.s··:n f,~r th(; pl~ton.us Rncl r.immtainous 2.rens C.urinf," the 

SUZJ.rner months while the coastl'lll provinces h-1.VO clear skies nnd good 

flying weather.. Tho winter rninno0n brings a northensterly flow with 

tho conditions reversed. The c~mstal provinces of Binh Thumi and Ninh 

Thu.an .1.re little nffected by either nunsoon and h.'lve venernlly clenr 

weather tho yor:i:r r'.)und. 

,:\v.~rar;o rainfall in the nountain nnd pln teau n.rens is 90 inches 

o..nd on the cor..str:.l plain 87 inches. The tc!'.!J,pernturo on the coastal 

pl.".in ranges fror.i the micl 70 's to tho high 80 's during the rr.dny season 

and low 80 10 to hich 9.0's during the dry seruson. Tho mountains and 

platen.us experience tempert'ltures from the r:iid 60 1s to nid 80's durine 

the wet sea.sen, and low 60 's to low 80' s during the dry season. Winds 

arc non:ially gusty a.t 10-15 knots with velocity incrensinc with altitude. 

Su.rfnco winds up to 25 knots: nre frequently encountered. 

Hili t:uy iiet-;-ion 2 h.'l.s n. populn tion of approximn toly 2. 5 million 

people, or just '.)Ver 2~~ of tho population of the Hepublic of Vietnam~ 

The m'l.jority of this population is locntod n.long the constnl plain in 

the vici.."'li ty of tho cities:. The nnjvri ty of these people are i\nnamese. 

The r.iountn.in :m.cl pla to:i..u regions nre inh~bi t&d chiefly by Montaenard 

tribcsnen. There n.re thirty-nine rJnjor tribes and sDmG 150 subordiruite 

tribn.l f.L"OUJ::S of these peopl•.} livinc h1 tho highlrmcls of Vietnnm, 

Cnr.bodia on~: lc·x:. B11.n Mc Thuot is thG tr:i.ii tional co.pi tol of these 

people. Hili tn.ry llcrion 2 is inh'l.hi te\~ by :i.pproxiia:1 tely 500, 000 

Mont~gnarrls. The ln..r't"'.'CSt tribe in this rc{-'iOn is the nade, whose 

influence extends frot1 KontUI:1 to Bnn Me Thu.at. 
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C:OMI'XNY OF'~H:\TIONS 

The yea:r opened relatively quiot with the 155th 1\ss~ult Helicopter 

Cm:ipn.ny tnking a l:)ng nec;d.:y'.l_ rm1t fr:1m the tension of heavy cor.ibat. 

The cor:ipnny cantinuocl to pr.wide nvin.tion support to the units w.ith 

nom::U. opc:.:-n.tions in the Dnrl:i_c, Quang Due, and Tuycn Due Provinces. 

The require(.~ :.:i.vi...,tion su~:·11ort of the B-50 op"erations was terminn.te0.. due 

to incrcnsod enemy activity in the northern part of Military Region 2. 

This mission W'.UJ trmisfcrrccl to another aviati0n unit which was more 

closely bo.s(~:l to tho new B-50 area of operntfons. 

In the month of Janunry, there occurrerl n shift in the tactical 

situ11tion in which the 155th wns called on to provide support for the 

4th Inf::mtry Divisicn opcrn.tin.r: in the Pleiku n.rea. The 4th Infantry 

Division b:Jf'Q...11 reccivfag the l'riority :>f SUPiiort und tho daily committ-

nent ranged fr'.)m four to twelve UII-1H aircraft and from two to four 

UH-1C aircraft. The unit sur:pliecl. assets for a total of twenty combat 

a.ssaul ts with totals of 1884 troor·s rmt'.'I. 11 tons of cargo lifted in 

these operations. 

On the 6th of Jn.nun.ry n.t 0045 h•;urs, Cn.L1p Coryell received. five 

~ roun0..n of 82rm. nort:i•r. There were no personnel injured and only minor 

dn...".'ln;·o b :.nc UH-1R. The rGnrtinder :Jf the r,1onth wns free from eneiey" 

· r.iortn.r :mcl rockot n. ttacks. 

Wi t:1 the arrival of Tubrun.ry, th2 155th resur!lecl its support of the 

B-50 operntions. This mission c~msfotarl of providing assets in support 

of r.:!conn11.issrmco pntrols with A. noru .. 1.l coamittncmt of four to six 

UII ... 1T-I aircraft. The Jiir Force provi<1ed the Fi1C nn~l gunship assets. 
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l,hrough out the months of Februo.1-y and :March the unit continued 

to support the 4th Infantry Division in the Pleiku region as well 

as' its commitments to tho units in the Ban Me Thu.at area of operation. 

A total of twenty-seven cor.1balt assaults were conducted with a. combined 

hour total of 5838 for the two nonths. 

Ener.iy activity n.round Camp Coryell rema~ned negligible during 

this period of time. Cit~ very insignificant attack resulted in neg-

ativo damage to porsonnel or r:iaterial. 

With the beginning of the s2cond quarter cmae a build up of 

enemy activity in the 13tm Me Thuot aren... ThG 155th 1s aviation assets 

were called upon throughout the period to provide gun support, mede-

vacs and resupply in support of the 23rd ARVN Division tmd its OPCON 

units. Durin.s this period the unit also continued to provide support 

of the local aren of opsration as well as B-50 and the 4th Infantry 

Division in Pleiku province. 

The eneJl\Y opened the month of April with a liternl "btmg". A 

r!'lortnr nttn.ck on the 1st of ,~pril resulted in four WI.A from the 219th 

R4C nnd three structures damn.gen. The cor:ipound withstood two more 

attacks durin;.7 the rmnth with dru'.1n.t.,es to three UH-1C and five UH-1H 

aircr11.ft. 

Cn i.he 20th .')f i\pril, four shi:)s wc.r·e conductinc B-50 operations. 

A reconnctiss:mce patrol car:ie into con tnct with the oneriy rtnd an ex-

filtrntion was lnunchec1,. LT Be:•udrenult rtntl WO Uylie were piloting 

the pick up e.ircrrtft .md r•s they touc:1c:~ dcwn in tha LZ they received 

intense enecy fire. Ju:::;t a.:s tho :llrcraft lifted ab~ve the trees on 

toke -:~ff, it wns hit in the t~til section by n B-40 rocket nncl cmshed 

into tha he~vy cnnopied jungle. After climbing fre~ of the wreck8ge, 
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the crow been.n .'"L running b:ittlcJ with the cnrJny thrtt extended for better 

thnn thirty r.1inu tes. With l;unshi}) cover, they werr~ able to find run 

LZ .md were fin::~lly pulled frc•rn t~w jungle. 

At apprnxir.i.ately 1900 hour8 :::i. second aircraft, piloted by WO M<trlin 

Johns~m and '.!O D::ixck ?..i.ch1.rdson, entered tho ~rcrt for extraction of a 

rcc·m te::im. l1s they wera about to touch dnwn in the LZ they received 

a B-40 rocket in the cockpit, killin£? b:;th pilots instnntly. The 

crm·mhief ri.ml gun.'1er survived the crash ruirl were roscuc'<i but due to 

onony fire the bodies were not rocoverecl until ai later date. This was 

truly a vecy d::.rk chy in the hist,)ry of the 155th. 

In l{[cy", a now offensive was launc l1ed ngn.inst the eneey in the 

western rE~giono of ~dli tary Hcgion 2 and the Canbodinn border nreaa. 

A I!lnjor porti0n uf tlte 155th 1 s assets would be comr2i ttocl to thio 

offensive over a period of throe uonths. The first of suoh operations 

wn:s conducterl rm 20 .£11-'zy', wost ()f Due Lap. The 155th provid1~d the bulk 

of the assets ann a major portion of the plmining. MAJ Gerald H. Luisi 

was the Air !'iissi'1n Corru:innder for the operation, controlling twenty-

four lift aircrnft, twelve heavy lift nircrnft and eight {!Unships. The 

operaticm ext::md.erl fr>r a period of two wo1,•ks rmcl was highly successful 

with the grounfl_ forceo f incling nur:ierous en.ch es of nrms, neclical supplies, 

food and vehicles. 

Tho enemy continued his :mortn.2• a tt~:.cks on the compound with two 

attacks rlui·ing M.'ly.. Th3 cm:ip•::un': took ::t tr)t::tl of oif:-hteen rounds, 

resulting in ninor ~1a;_:-:.go of foul: ffiI-1H nircrnft anrl negntive cnsualties 

to personnel. 

During the nonth of June ·~he 155th ARC was called on to provide 

aseots for tw•} i::oro rossaul ts on the Cambodin.n border regions. These 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority (l)!V[) ;f 7£rq 1 
By O(t NARA Date 'f )~ ljJ, 

c;·1~Ul'.)!JV lVNOlll/11 ~1111 IV tll::JnOO!kFl>: 



4 
<j • ,, 
·9 

} 
' ~ • '£! 
~ 
~ 
1 
E 

-~ 

' ~ 
' ~ 
l 

i 
i 
~ 

I 
l 
·~ 
~ 

l 
1 

l 
1 
i 
~ • i 
1 
i 
j 

' l t 
I 
l 
1 
j 

j 
l 

I 
l 
1 
1 
·1 

i 
~ 
~ 

I 
! • 
j 

l 
I 
l 
j 

I • l 
I 

J 

I 
l 

·j 

1 

I 
i 
.I 
j 
• 

l 

op•Jr.qtions was woit~·hcrl in tho vr•st quantities of n.ms, supplies, and 

stn.ging n.ren.s which were cn.rturo1~ or rloGtrrJyod. 

Tho nonth r)f Ju..'1.o aloo wi tnussecl tho ilmovntion of tho 2/1 st Cavalry 

int 1J the Brm He Thuot .'.U'otJ.. With the 155th conr'.litted to supporting its 

locnl 110, B-50 n.nd nro:1s of Pleiku, tho 2/1 at wais responsible for "Hunter 

Kill8r" tn.ctica in tho Bllll Me Thuot provincos. 

On the 9th of June·, Camp Coryell once r:.gn.in cn.ne uncler uortar at·~l'lck. 

A tota•l of nine r.iortar rounds impacted in tho corral o.rea: resulting in 

minnr ch::ir-ige to twci UH-HI nnd twq UII-1C 111ircraft. 

On the 11th of Juno, MAJ Gerald H. Luisi relinquished coi::nn.nd of 

the unit tc· MAJ Rowl:ind G. Steele. 

Th;) peri:id of 1 July to 30 September roflccted n ch.mp.-e in tactical 

operati 1ms f,·:r the 155th. There w.'l.'s a ccner11l reduction in laree scale 

oper ...... tions ~md in turn nn incronse in smaller coripaey or platoon size 

operr1 tions. ThiG wn:s nlso f\Cconpn.niorl hy a shift of suprort froo the 

northern Pleiku regions to support of opernti0ns in the Tuyen Due and 

Lan D·>.:.1{': 1.rovinces t'.1 the S·;iuth. Asid.t~ frvn tho nornnl assets in support 

of the 23rd 1;RVN Division, Detnchnunt B-23 5th SF'G, B-50 nnd uni ts of 

the Brm Me 'rhuot-Duc Lap 3.ron., the 155th sent n.vintion assets in support 
~ , 

of the 44 th .ARVN Roginent ( S()ng Mon), 53rcl ARVI'l' Regioent (Di Linh), Div-

ision LiGht C:? (Dnl[!Jt) nncl Dn11it N!1CV. Th•0re w0re 3:lso sporn.tic oissions 

in sup:)0rt of Fhm R'tng MACV, Phu Bnn Province, 129th 1\HC (Qui Nhon), 

Due ~ R-in~·ers, 25th Intell To~u:i n.nd G-2 Sniffer. During this period 

tho 155th AHC o:unoc. a v.:ry d.:.:;f ini te ner:;bership in "Vn.['1lbomls ~f the Sky". 

The eneny con tinucd to hrirrnss Car.1;i Coryell with nortar n ttacks 

durinc this period of operation. The first attn.ck, nnd only 11.ttack for 

July occt:.rre .. i_ on the 18th of July nnd consisted of seven 8.2i:i.ri nortar 

rouncls resul tine in three <lm:1ri.ged UII-1 C a;ircro.ft. 
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:UU.rinp t:-10 11onth if .u,:~uct, tho 155th c intinuo<l to m.lpport an ,~O 

extending fr.~,n Flciku nnd Qui Nhon in the north to Ph::m Thiet nnd Baio 

Loe in the south. TheL'c wns ~ tot:1l of nine c:Jrihn.t assaults conducted in 

the nonth of .t".ugust but only one tnok on any aspect of n. mjor Rssa.ult. 

On tho 17th of the nunth, the 155th rnssisted. by the 281st AHC and the 

243rd tiSHC j;rcvid0d avin.tion :.urnets for n. 23rd iiRYli Division assault on 

"Hamy Valley", a lollf," tine stronghold of local Viet Cone nnd NVi\. The 

operation was conducted without incident to avin.tion assets and with only 

liriited contact on the part of tho r:r0und elements. The rem<i.ining 

nssn:u.lts wero conducted on a r.ru.ch smnller scale with norr.ially a. platoon 

size aviation unit in support. 

The socond attack for t~1e qunrter occurrod on 1 August. The compound 

rocoivod ar:::'roximntely four to fivo r•!unds with nogntive d::u:ngo to 

personnel or aircrnft • 

• Uong with the ver~; clivcroifiotl nn<l fnr ranching "ash ruid trash" 

1:tlssions, the small scale nssn.ul ts hc.?crwo the rt"l.jori "t-J of the 155th 

sup1u1rt fir tho m:1nth of Sopteaber. j1 totn.l of nineteen cor1bnt ussnults 

were conrluctod in su1!port of tho LHth, :~-5th and 53rcl :iRVN Regil!lents, 

D-23 5th SFG n.nd 8th C~V-~lry. Of those ~ssaults only two could be 

considcrod I'lajcr. The first one tGok place 0n tho 3rd '>f the month. 

This 0;;0rati·m was in supp~)r',; of the 45th .!IRVM RG{'.ir:1ent working in the 

"VC Mountain" r0eion locn.tcd southeast •)f Due Lap. Weather on this 

particular. dny c::r:entec1 a }Jrobler:i r1 • .nd cl.elnyc-d the troke-off. When the 

assets wore finally lr~unchcd the weather was still soI'l.ewhn.t ma.reinal. 

All thinr:s went well until the lift platoon touched down in LZ #4, 

where; thoy recoivc.d intense seni-11utmntic fire. The Fnl.ci0n gunships 

iunodi:1tGl~r GU'1· resscd the fire. However, one crewncubor VN':1s wounded 
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in the le{~ rmrl wn.s irnicdi:.l tely ;,10~lcvaccd to B:m l'Ie Thuot and then to 

Cam Rn.nh Bny where ho recc:vurod fr,)!'1 his wound. 

On the 29th of Serteuber it w.'lo bi:tck into "Happy Valley" for the 

second 1:11tj:)r nss11ul t of the month. This opern.tion wrts conducted entirely 

by the 155th ::>.nd consisted of inserting 445 troops on n. search and clear 

r.J.ssion. The n.ssnult was con1~lotcrl without inciclent to aviation assets, 

and with relfltive success: for the gT()und forces. 

Dlirinc; the D:"inth of Septcl'lbcr Canp Coryell received three B-40 

rockets on the 9th nnd lit."ht autor;i,_'ltic rmd ser:ii-nutoriatic fire on the 

27th resulting in n·scn.tivo c1ant1:t-·c or cnsun.l ties. 

The finn.l qunrter was, ch'lrn.ctcrizocl by a {;'enernl reduction in 

opcr::i.tinns for the 155th i\IIC. Tho unit continued to provide support 

for units nrerating in nnd nrouncl the Bnn Me Thuot, Due Ln.p, and Ghia 

Nf·hi.'t with .'1rlditionrol support to tho Dr-nl.at, Di Linh, Bno Loe, Song Mon 

re["iuns in the sDuth and the Plciku rcgi.-:ns to the north. 

T_he month of October wn:s one of relative inactivity. The unit 

continued to con<'1-uct the noronl "ash nnd trash" and dire<'t conbn.t support 

missions in its widely dispersed 110. In 11ddi tion, the cor:?Jx1.ny conducted 

only four combat nssfl.ults during the month n.nd all of these were platoon 

to section size aviation or:erntions in support of the 53rd Regiment, 

45th Reginent, 8th Cavalry n.nr'l B-23 5th SFG. 

J\l thow:;h the conpn.ny 1 s op0rnti1ms d.ocr.a'1-f.Jea.. Ln· size roid number, 

the eneey att.<i.cks nrninst C.'.'Z:ip Coryell incren.sed souiJwmt in inte-Jlsity. 

The first attack c:·ns.i~t0d of eleven nurtnr rcuncls fired into the 

coaround. Noith.Jr of these ::i.ttncks was effective, cnusinr- negative 

d.·u'.1Hf'"9 or cr.sunl ties. 
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Oct;_)her 1°l:y:; witnesscKl rt eren;tly rn;ecled internal ir1pr0verient of the 

compound. j)urill[; th•o 1:1unth, the ::ifficors nwl enlisted men of the 155th 

cementod tho b·:·tton of the ewinnine: pool. The pool previously h..'1ld a 

polyvinyl ch10ride liner nnd duo to rips in the liner, the pool had been 

closed for sevr;rn.l 1~ll~nths. 

lfover!:bar opened with the future of the unit vecy much 11 question 

mn.rk in the r.linds •)f ~11 concerned. Runor control was working overtime 

and h'l.d the conrpa.ny moving to all qua<lr:mts of the compass. .dl though the 

unit sh~)wcd signs of appreh0nsLm tow~ds its final destiny, it con tin-

ued to provide support to uni to of its local and fri.r ren.ching .AO. The 

Stap.cccm.ch-Fnlcon ten.r.1 also he{!:n.n to fr0quent the Pleidjercnp, nnd Pleiku 

regions with (l..ncl incrensin~!· ro~:::ulnri ty, usually to provide support for 

the 42nd nnd 4 7th l1RVN Rcc-inen ts. 

The conbn.t nssnults for the month of Novenber totaler~ four in nunber 

and continued on the sr.ialler unit concept. One of these a.ssnults, however, 

wns ai conbined effort with the 52nd CAB in su:yµort of the 42nd Regiment. 

The ass?.ult was renewed offensive to ricl the western border areas cf the 

l)loiku rog-L:n of a. substantial ene1zy threat. The operation consisted 

of twelve lift aircrc.;ft, fcmr hen..vy lift aircraft nncl six gunships in 
~ 

' 

suppllrt of a groun<l. elenent of npproxinm.tely fl.50-500 troops. The ground 

CJ-1Cro..tic1n ln.otcd fer uv.::r ···, 1 :z;::i,-:j1 :.::':' ~r-::; c·~r.fli~·-.r:_,,1 1·5.f!,;·J.:r tlUCCOSSflt~ • . 
During the L'l.onth of Novemher, th2 conround rem.-;i,inon. f.reo of enm:iy 

activity until thG 30th whcm five sn111~ers tried t0 broach the camp per-

imoter. The nttn:ck wr.s repellc:tl with poasihle ene1zy- cnsua:lties, however 

those were unc·:·nfirned by n runnhir reconnaissnnce ,:if the area. 

iii th the close of lfoveu:ber cnne the loll{'" n.wRi t~rl and disheartening 

word th.,t the 155th /1!IC w.'ls eoinc to den.ctivn.te nnd return to the states. 
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The },ro,jected dr.tes fer the st.<md:l.own and (~eactiva.tion were eiven ais 

14 Decenber 1970 t1) 15 J.mu~ry 1971. 

With the onact of DocoL'!ber, the Stl"b(_(·ecuach-Fa.lcon tear.: entered its 

final fourteen dnys of operation. Although thom~ were the last da;ys of 

oporatinns, they were fnr from the least active. The unit continued to 

sup!ort its nor111.l cissbnn, in nddi tion to n: daily co.r.JI:li tI!1ent to the 

Pleiku rtr(.:a. ~~ring this fin:'l.l fourtcon day perioc'l n total of 1049 hours 

were flown, locging 2835 sorties anct 32 tons of crtr{':'rJ liften. Tho r:njority 

of those statistics were in sup11ort of tho nine assnul ts conducted. in 

t:1e Pleiku, Choo Reo and "Happy Valley11 areas. The greater portion of 

these n:perntions wore L'1 suprort of uni ts involved in saturation patrol 

tootics with a comr:i.itment of seven IDI-111 ancl two UH-1C aircrai't. 

Enemy activity during the 1.1onth of Decembor consisted of two m•1rtFtr 

att.-Ecks on the 2nd :md the 19th of the nonth. On tho 2nd of DeceI:lber, 

the c,·,r:ipound rccci ved four Gomm rlJunds. Thero were no casual ties among 

the personnel nncl :)nly lif'ht (~Qnn.ce to three A.ircr:i.ft. The attt?ck on 

the 19th C'.msisted 0f four rounds which over shot the co:npound and 

inp1.ctcn in r''siclentinl sccti,ms n.djacont to tho perir.ieter, resulting 

in several civilian cnsu~lties • .. 
Ou 1!, December 1970 at 2400 huurs, the 155th J\Slsault Helicopter 

Comp:my consod operntic-ns ,'Ul(L hec~-in tho m'lssive tn.sk: of den.ctivntion. 

J\ftrJr n final C•Jr:i.pn.ny p:-~rty the unit set t:) w0rk on the Keystone turn-in 

with th0 saf.'.J ~'3n.lous and 1'.'.issinn <;ri0ntorl attitude ·which h.1.<l. won its 

nru.1e nntl reput.'l.tion over the p::rnt five ancl one hnlf years of operations. 

On 17 Dccez:ibor, n:,13 Rowbncl G. s·~oelo relinquished his command of 

the c->i:11)nny tc· 01--'T Ch'l.rles E. Mn.rkh-w who would lend the col!lpa.ey throurh 
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its finnl dayn ,-,f exist•:.mc<; n,;rr a· unit in the 1£0~.ublic of Sr.uth Vietnn;m. 

The 1:55th compiled the following- strutistics during the year: 

T~ours F'lo"to.rn •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 25,251 

Troops Lifted •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 113,538 

S0rties ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 68,678 

Ca:rgo H.".uled (Tons) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 , 560 
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