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BIEN HOA (10) - The first U.S. Army · combat 
troops to be committed· to Vietnam - the 173rd Airborne . 
Brigade - arrived here on WedneSday via C-130 
Hercules and C-123 Providers from Okinawa. 

The men of the brigade 
will be utilized to provide 
Increased security for the air­
fields located at Bien Hoa and 
Vung Tau. Their presence 
. here will free more Viet­
namese troops for combat 
missions. 

The brigade isicomposed of 
three batallions and support 
troops, to include an armor 
and an engineer company. It 
is commanded by Brig. Gen. 
Ellis W. Williamson. 

The first eJements of the 
brigade were greeted by Gen. 
W.C. Westmoreland, COMUS 
MACV, Maj. Gen. Richard G. 
Stilwell, Chief of Staff, 
MACV, and Brig. Gen. John 
Norton, CG, USASCV. 

The l 73d, formerly the 2d 
Airborne Battle .Group (Rein­
forced), 503d Infantry Com­
bat Team, was activated with 
its present designation, in 
June, 1963. 

ARMED FORCES WEiK 
8 throuth 16 MAY* 1965 

The 503d Infantry is :a ve-. 
teran of four · WW · II cam- · 
paigns; New Guine'a, Leyte1 . -"

1 

Luzon, and Southern Philip· ,~t 
pines. It has been awarded ; f.J' 
t h e · following streamers : ' ; · 
Distinguished · Unit <;i,tat~on ·;'.t · 
(COREGIDOR). · Philippine ~. 
Unit Citation (with wreath), .~·•' 
New Guinea (with wreath), if\ 
Leyte (with wreath), Luzon .'.i~ 
(with wreath), Southern Phi- <" 
lippines (with wreath), Com­
bat Infantry Regiment, and 
STRAC award for being the 
superior unit of 1959. 

Four-time winner of the , .. 
Silver Star Medal for gallan­
try In action in World War Il . 
and the Korean War, General 
Williamson assumed com­
mand of · the .l 73rd Airbone · .. 
Brigade (Separate) in July 
1963. Prior to his assigment 
in Okinawa he served three ' 
years with the Office of the 

(Continued on Page 4) 

BY rHE PAWN'S EAJJLY LIGHT - FuUy combat geared paratroopers of the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade luj{ 4it.ffle bags /on their shoulde'l's after disembarking from USAF C-123 Providers at Bien 
Hoa. A sf.milf.ar advance contingent also arrived a~ Vung Tau early Wednesday morning. (USASCV­
IO Photo by Capt. , Don Adams). 

II 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
" Our Natlon'8 ri$e to its unequaled 

positJon of prosperity and power · 

wa• no accident of !ale- nor wa• it 

achieved without cosUy •truggle. · 

Rather , the Unit!>d States flourished 

be~auseherpeople were w dedicated 

to free governrnent th.;, t they were -

willing to sacri/ice their lives·· and 

fortunea at home or abroad, to pres­

erve our democratic in~titutions. The 

roll. of our honond' dead amurs to 

the co~rage of our people .. 

PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
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• In Vietnam 

~ l~ ... ,,ti ~··~~t~~~,~s·~~r .. !····~r~;,fr··~· ;' ···: .~,'.~ . '· ~ i '.'. · · ., , • <! ;_,, VUNGTAU/(JQ) .~,Ato~of77• UH-1D's flew• off the ·USS Iwo Jima on May 1st to 
. , this airfielq/ Th~ ·UH·lD «Iroquois~ arrived here after a 21-day sea voyage and will comprise 
• ; · three Air )iobile Helicopter Companies. The new arrivals were welcomed by Brig. Gen. 

• Johri Norton, CG, USASCV. . 
. 

The UH-lD «lroquoiS> is 
1 the first of it's kind in Viet 

I Nam. It has set 21 world i 
record$ ; ' it ' has .reached . an, ' · I altitude ·of 35,150 feet ... aboutJ 

i four µiiles lligher then Pikes' · · 
Peak'. It's capability for sup-1 ! 
rise assu~U . iacti'*i provides . . i . 
a faster mission resvo~s~ . and K: 
a more adequate evasive ac-
tion. I~·~ range . is 345 statue .... 
miles. · fa addition· ii seats "; ' 
nine 'plu~ 'a crew . of four~ •' ' .• t~' .. 

. 'i'b.e' ';·~:;ilrcraft .i0"· 1and~·~ 
I 1n Vµnr TaP,' "1as· '!!'Med •· :i.:V.~~~' 
I CWO ;t>'fl~~ ~- ,~,Jlrothers ,'\'' 

:- .. .and c9-pq~ted , · by;; 1st ' :J.,t,~•·: 

"' 
t f 

Edwat4 'f. Pledger;i,,The crew\i;;' 
chief!· was SSgk 'Richard: L~~i~ 
LusbY,r AJV are_ assign~d to.:1+ 
«A» : f~m:p~y, }st ~ ~via~on <• · 
Batta_ II~l!. · ~~f' ,z;,; ;,~ , .. ,._ .·· ·:~r . 

. "'.i:b 1'?'); ·' ,.y"1· . 4; f;.~ . ...... . . \1 ~:r... 

. . . 'l 
AFTER 21 DAYS AT SEA The· men of the three new UH-lD I 

The nevt,gf IJili~i , ar~,;;. f A'.' .· 
C ·n'" l•••il ·iiilr.:t·Ji ~:l,jl;:fl•...,_J},j~A> · '"" . 
o~p~,.1~ ... o~.1 .li( , ... "~;ii,n.. , · ··~ • 

Bp..~1 ; tp.e '.·8~a ,A~~ ·B~'. 'ail~~~·,.IROQUOI,S. IN VIE . AM - CWO William E. Crot~ers (Left) 
the lOlst Avn. Bn. , . and ls.t Lt. Edward T. Pledger (Center) piloted the first UH-lD 

Air Mobile Companies -·arrive at Vung Tau -via · LCU's. after a• 
21 day voyage aboard the aircraft carrier USS Iwo Jima. (Photo 
by USASCV-IO Maj. Ralph E. Ropp.) 

.... / 

The c·A > Co., lst:Avn . • Bn,, ': to · set dpw11,· iTi V,ung .Tau. The .crew chief f.s SSgt. Richard L. 
.. , ' . . Lusby. All are members of • A • Co., 1st Avn. Bn. (Photo by 

(Continued on Page 4') USASCV-IO Maj. Ralph E. Ropp.) 
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THE REPORTER is published weekly under the supervision 
of the In focmation Office, United States Army Support Com­
mand., Vietnam, and is an authorized Army publication. The 
command newspaper is printed by Kim Lai An-Quan, Saigon. 

Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily 
those of the Department of· the Anny. This newspaper uses 
the facilities of the ARMED FORCES PRESS SERVICE and 
ARMY NEWS FEATURES. Contributions are welcome and 
may be sent to : THE REPORTER, USASCV-IO, APO San 
Francisco, Calif. 96307 or telephone Tan Son Nhut 2550. 

•••• 
Brig. Gen. John Norton . . . . . . . . . . . . Commanding General 
Maj. Ralph E . Ropp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . Information Officer 

Editorial Stall 

1st Lt. Fred G. Sawin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Officer-in-Charge 
S.FC Tony S. Bermudez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editor 
Sp5 Bob Bolia . . .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Assistant Editor 

Editorial 

ARE YOU ALERT ? 
« There is a way whicli seemeth right unto a man, but 

the end thereof are the ways of death » (Proverbs 14:12) . 
This passage of Scripture contrasts up right living with 

foolish living and tells of the opposite results they bring. We 
talk . a lot about the results of bad living but we need also to emphasize . the good results that comes from right living. 
· . For instance, our Army medical officers evaluate the 
physical fitness of each individual soldier on the basis of six 
.factors called « PULHES. ,. 

« P » stands for physique and stamina anci fa t he singie­
f actor in his physical profile that the American fighting man 
as an individual has personal control of and responsibility. 
i In combat, as in peacetime, the soldier must be in top 
physical condition. He must be physically strong, mentally 
63.lert and morally 'straight. A soldier who is not in top phy­
i>ical condition can not perform his job to the best of his 
~bilities . . 
: Like the fat bulges that gird his belly, the same ' fat ' 
tilso a ffects his brain. He becomes sluggish and his reflexes 
become s low. As e xcess fa t is to the body so is excess alcohol 
to the brain. 

Because of the impracticability of organized sports in a 
combat zone like Vietnam - keeping in shape physically 
becomes the responsibility of the individual. Exercise must 
be regulated by the circumstances of one's assignment and 
working hours. But most important of all is that the indi­
vidual must keep himself in trim. Regular exercise, sleep 
and eating habits must be maintained. 

The consumption of alcoholic beverages is a matter of 
(lersonal choice. However, excessive and intemperate use of 
liquor could diminish the combat effectiveness of the soldier. 
A. mind dulled by the effects of alco;llol will not reac~ quickly 
enough in a crucial moment. It might result in death - for 
oneself and others. 

In Vietnam we must constantly be aware of the import­
ance of alertness - physical, mental and moral. The pressure 
of maintaining a combat-ready posture ; the responsibility of 
performing assigned duties to the optimum ; and the indi­
divual's share of being an effective team member - demands 
that each and everyone of us periodically and honestly con­
duct a ~elf-evaluation. 

For in the final analysis, our collective strength and 
combat effectiveness, depends individually on a strong body, 
alert mind and a high sense of morality. ARE YOU ALERT? 

THE REPORTER 

FIRST LOG COMMAND - The colors of the First Logistical 
Command were officially presented to Col. Robert W. Duke, 
(right) by Brig. Gen. John Norton in ceremonies at Tan San Nhut 
last week. The unit was formely stationed at Fort Hood, Texas 
and was activated April. 1 in Vietnam. (Photo by USASCV-10) . 

I •• WWW WWW WWW WWW WWW WW.•-• a WWW WWW WWW WWW WWW-~ .-.--. a••••••••••••• arm a••••.-.••••• ora •~•••or~ 

~~Al', · ·.": A Letter ~ * ;: ,e~1a~111m11 To God ~ 
Chaplain (Capt.) Mark C. Gasquet ~ 

Dear God: 
This is just a simple request and I hope that you will 

grant it. Please stay out of my affairs. Everytime that I have 
the chance to make a fast buck, you butt in. Every time l 
get mad, you butt in. 

,. / '""• 

May 8, 1~~5 

AWARDS 
& 

DECORATIONS 
ARMY COMMENDIATION 

MEDAL 
Cpl. Charles W. Carlton 
Cpl. Kenneth J. Childress 
Cpl. John R. Doig 
Sp4 Lewis Cunningham Jr. 
Sgt. Donald G. Ferguson 
Sgt. Joe S. Fernald 
Sp4 Donn H. Fredlund 
Sp4 John R. Gaither 
Sp4 David L. Gettys 
Cpl. Donald W. Grenne 
Sgt. Ted Harris 
Cpl. Ralph S. Holderman 
PFC Ronald L. Kaupang 
Sp4 Charles R. Kilgore 
Sgt. Robert R. Meyers 
Cpl. Robert E. Moorehead 
Sgt. Robert E. Moss 
PFC John H. Oltman 
Sp4 Victor Pantoya 
Cpl. Willie J. Saunders 
Sp5 Benjamin F. Serapion 
SSgt. Reuben P. Sundell 
Sp4 Lowell Adkins 
Sp4 William G. Allen 
Sgt. Clifford N. Harris 
CWO Delbert E. Hite 
Sgt. Jack Long Jr. 
Sp4 George W. Mahan 
Sp4 William C. Milton 
SFC Joseph Moore 
Sp4 Ulysses W. Norris 
PFC .Thomas E. Player Jr. 
Sp4 Craig M. Sowers 
Sp4 Marshall E. 'Turner Jr. 
PFC Joseph R. Walker 
Sp4 Ray Watley 
Sp4 John P. Wunder 
Second Award 
SSgt. James E. Dozier Jr. 
SFC Stanley M. Siwek 

When I sleep in on Sundays 
instead of making it down 
to Church, you annoy me, 
(I'm getting better about the 
Sunday routine especially 
over here in Viet Nam: all 
the guys -read -the CQ1?"',ics and -
drink coffee together and that 
way we all feel better) . 
There's another area that I 
wish that you would stay out 
of : my private Ufe : you. 
know my night life and all 
that. O.K. so you .know the 
truth and perhaps I'm brag­
ging a little bit, but stm there 
are times that you do· intrnde 
into my mind and that's just 
not right Just stay out of my 
life! 

(Last _ Q.f _ Series)_ 

I don't mean to be disres­
pectful but you do pop up at 
the worst times and its ruins 
my fun. 

Fen E. Gehi 
P.S. Please protect us and 

don't let me get hurt or any­
thing. And please take care 
of my wife and kids back 
home. 

I have often talked with 
people who expressed them­
selves like this. How oilten 
have you written the same 
letter to God ? 

PASS "THE REPORTER'' 
ON TO YOUR BUDDY 

I will never forget that I am an American fighting 
man, responsible for my action, and dedicated to the 
principles which made my country free. I will trust 
m my God and in the United States of America. 

,..,,._..._.,,,. •• ,,,._ •• ..._._.....,..,.rl'.!\l\/"..._Yrl'Y'.-.-.Y.•.y.•./vyt.11t.y.•_....,,..Yrh....,,.._Y.-,,..W.•.yjtrl'Y"rl'JY'rl'.-.,• 

CHANGE OF COMMAND - Maj. William C. ChambE?Tlain officially took command ·of the 'lMth 
Avn. Co. ' in ceremonies held Apri'l 26. Form.e1" commarider was Maj., Earl · O. MacConaha. 
(USASCV-10 Photo by Sp4 Joe Wal.lace). . :' . ',' · 

The provis10ns of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, 
whenever appropriate, continue to apply to members of the 
Armed Forces while prisoners of war. Upon repatriation, the 
conduct of prisoners will be examined as to the circumstances 
of capture and through the period of detention with due 
Tegard for the rights of the individual and consideration for 
the conditions of captivity. 

A member of the Armed Forces who becomes a prisoner 
of war has a continuing obligation to remain loyal to his. 
country, his service and his unit. 

The life of a prisoner of war is hard. He must never give 
up hope. He must resist enemy indoctrination. Prisoners of 
war who , stand firm and united against the enemy will aid 
one another in surviving this ordeal; 

'·: 
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I Vigilance Is The Price of Freedom I 

CHILDREN CATEGORY - • The Very Young . by Sp5 Raleigh L. 
Sapp was selected as the best entry in the Children Category. It 
was taken on TRI-X 120 at 125 seconds F/16. Sapp uses a Minolta 
Camera. 

MILITARY LIFE CATEGORY - • Vigilance Is The Price of Freedom. photographed by Sp5 
Boyd F. Sprague Jr., was taken with his Leica 35 mm. Ct was chosen as tlie best Military Photo. 

SpS Boyd F. Sprague Jr. Top Military Picture:. 

550 Na Ines -wrnnerS· of Photo Contest 
Top honors in the USASCV Photo Contest 

were awarded to Sp5 Boyd F. Sprague, Jr., 
Sp4 Thomas E. Hanley and Sp5 Raleigh L. 
Sapp. Specialists Sprague and Sapp took two 
awards, apiece while Hanley submitted the 
best entry in the «People» category. The 
three will receive a $25 savings bond for 
each first place award won. 

MILITARY LIFE 
Specialist Sprague, . assigned to the 5th . 

Special Forces Group, for his photo entitled 
« Vigilance » received first prize in the « Mi­
litary Life» category. Second place went to 
Sp4 

II ANOTHER DAY II 

SCENIC CATEGORY - • Another Day • was 
sllected as the first place photo in the Scenic 
(Landscape) Group. It wa,s .taken by Sp5 Boyd 
Sprague, Jr. with his Leica. 

By Sp5 Bob Bolia 
~-::·::·::·::·::·::-::-::-::-::-::-::-::·::·::·::·::·::·::·:;.::-::·::·::·::·::·::-::·::·::-::-::-::·:;.::·::·::·::·::·::·::·::-:::l 

~~ The Street Welder ~ 

EXPERIMENT AL - Sp5 Raleigh Sapp's photo, • The Street 
Welder• won him the top award in the Experimental Group. Itl 
was taken with his Minolta at 60 seconds FI 8. 

Robert J. Street, alsQ of the 5th SFG, for his entry 
" ~otion In Stillness », Cap*,' Don Adams copped third place 
for his pie entitled «Face of Vietnam.» Capt. Adams is 
~igned to Hq., USASCV. 

SCENIC (LANDSCAPES) 
Specialist Sprague swept the field iri the « Scenic > groi+p, 

taking first, second and third places. His winning photograph 
was titled. «Another Day.» 

CHILDREN 
Specialist Sapp's «The Very Young> was judged the best 

children photo. Specialist Sapp is assigned to HHD, USASCV. 

PEOPLE 
«Alms and the Antiquated» by epec~list Hanley, 5th SFG, 

was the first selection in · the «People» category. Second an~ · 
third places were awarded to Sapp for his « Siesta In Saigon » 
and « Corn on the Cob '"· · 

EXPERIMENTAL 

First prize in the experimental category 
was awarded to Specialist Sapp for his photo 
titled «Street Welder ». 

The contest was sponsored jointly by the 
USASCV Special Services Office and the 
Information· Office. 2nd Lt. James L. Walker, 
SSO, was assisted by SFC Tony Bermudez 
and Sp4 Joe Wallace in judging the contest. 
Bermudez and Wallace are both assigned to 
the Information Office, USASCV. 

The contest ran for the month of April. 
Lieutenant Walker will present the Savings 
Bonds to the winners early next week. 

Alms Ind The Antiquated II 

PEO.E - Sp~ Thomas Edward Hanley with 
his Mamiya 120 snapped his • Alms and the 
Antiquated • which was selected as the best 
People photo. 
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