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.1 

ANNEX B TO APPENDIX P 

AIRBORNE OPERATIONS 

PART I. BACKGROUND 

A. nrrRODUCTION 

This Annex describes in some detail Airborne operatiQns 

from 1964 until June 1969. Included, in addition to the study 

1 

2 

3 

and evolution of the original long-term agent teams, is the develop- 4 

ment of the STRATA Teams, employment of singleton agents, and 5 

the later development of the diversionary program.' These 6 

, operations were referred to as Airborne operations, or Agent Team oper- 7 ~ 

at ions , until the code word ~ 'Was assigned in 1967. 8 

The meanings of other code words appearing in this :Aonex . can 

be found in Tab A to the general section of this volume. 

B. I INITIAL POLICY 

JATPt 

, 

Airborne 

operations assumed responsibility for four , teams in 

North Vietnam, the Camp Long Thanh training facility with approxi­

mately 169 agent~.in training, and several safe houses in Saigon.· 

2. Mi'ss-fon._.1he first mission statement for the airborne 

section was, "to assist and supervise ARVN counterparts in the 

accomplishment of small demolition operations, small-scale intelli­

gence collection, temporary interdiction of lines of communication, 
-' 

lim1ted psychological operaticns, and crea~ion of general harass-

ment in DRV as set forth in OPLAN-34A."lf 

I (TS) History, f.1ACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History 1964," 
p. 11-8. (SACSA) 

, 
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I. 
C. EVOLUTION OF MISSION AND OBJECTI\~ 

1. General. The mission and effectiveness of the long 

term agent teams were in a state of continuous reevaluation 

from 19b5. until the summer of 19b8~ when all teams were .1udged /JS pro­

oaoly compromised. During tnis period of. time, thinking cimnged from 

the belief that 'the teams represented a valuable asset in 
;, 

accomplishing SOG's mission to the later opinion expressed by 

CINCPAC that the long-term agent teams were a "complete failure 

in terms of the useful intelligence produced."· In the para-

graphs that follow, the mission changes will be traced and the 

.,policies outlined that supported the missions. For a summary , 
of evaluation material, see Part IV of this Annex. 

2. \ 1965 Developments_ ._ 

1 

2 

3 

.4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

a. New Op-Order. _The mission given to the Airborne Section 14 

=_ ~f' MAC}300 by CINCPAC;;~~. in the Oc-i:;'obe:r '196~ Op . ...:9r~er ~r.eflected 15 

__ .~~e evolution of SOG's nqssion to emphasis on intelligence 16 

collection: 17 

.n3~_A guerrilla in-place teams and teams to be infiltrated 
into NVN will conduct intelligence, sabotage, psychological, 
and escape and evasion (E&E) operations. 3~-A teams are 
authorized to recruit and support local agents in NVN for 
intelligence and E&E nets. Physical destruction operations 
may be conducted against selected targets by 3~-A guerrilla 
teams providing security of intelligence and E&E nets is 
not jeopardized.".· 

This mission statement led to the development of meaningful J 18 

long-range programs' of activating operational areas. :for--).nteiligencU9-: •.. ~ __ :~ 

.gaJhering around major _routes- 1eading from NVN filt'o _Laos. *** 20 
l. 

b.~. The Early Warning Observation Teams (EWOTS) concept 21 

was developed in 1965 to meet the requirement of the changing 

I (TS) Msg, CINCPAC J DTG-i60~37Z Nov 68. (SACSA) 
.. (TS) Msg, CINCPAC "3~A Basic Op Order". DTG 3002~lZ Oct 65. 

(SACSA) 
... (TS) History, MACSOG, "Annex N to MACV Command History 1965," 

p. II-A-~. (SACSA) 
•••• (TS) Msg, MACV, DTG 160112Z Oct 65. 
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undertaken as a matter of priority in areas south of 20° a~ 
, 

that future reinforcement efforts be built around the nee~ to 

increase team viability and provide capabilities for an 

expanded intelligence collection. __ The scope of this effort 

was to include surveillance over enemy major roads from NVN 

into Laos. 

c. Helicopter Infiltration Concept. The fixed wingalrcraft 

(C-123) available to SaG in 1965 were unsatisfactory for 

accurately p~acing and resupplying agent teams. In September 1965, 

AMEMB Bangkok approvedil J)AT A for OPIAN-34A 

missions to the extent that unmarked C-123 aircraft could transfer 

personneli' for onward movement. The team was. 

then moved to a landing zone (LZ) VA""-A for ground inti1tra-

tion of NVN or flown directly to a LZ in NVN. This approval 

instituted a major improvement in SaG operations by giving a 

greater degree of flexibility in choosing staging areas. 

3. 1966 Policy 

a. New Program~ In May 1966, MACSOG published a comprehen­

sive review of OPLAN-3~A operations and proposed objectives and 

progr~s for the subsequent 15 months.·· A brief summary of 
I 

the proposals for airborne operations is outlined below. 

1 

2 

3 
~ .. 
5 

6 . 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2~ 

21 

(1) As orig~nally conceived, airborne operations (infiltration 22 

23 

'= 

teams) were intended to build a resistance movement in NVN 

which wouid, "exert pressure against the NVN Government, divert 

resources and make continuous support of the war in RVN less 

' .. 
_2~. __ :. 

attractive."·· As discussed earlier in this report, the imp1e-

mentation of the resistance movement was n~ver au~horized at the 

25 

26 

27 

... - - W':l:shiQ$toQ leve\l and,. therefore, airborJ1~ operations were con- '28 
.. - - . , . - .' 

-ducted under amoiguously worded misSion statements that permitted 2g 
" , •. ~ ~ - ..: . .., . . .- "'- .. \. \ . ",," 

s~bPtage, interdictio~ and harassment in NVN.*** 
\ 

I (TS) Msg,AMEMa Bangkok, DTG 2ll037Z Sep 65. (SACSA)' 
•• (TS) Report j MACSOG, "SaG Missions, Objectives and Programs 

FY-~/66-FY-b7 (U), 11 10 May 66. (SACSA) 
(TS) Ibid., p. 6-7. . ••• 
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I 

1 (2) The 'program reviewed the interest ~{\t~ anrl t~e JGnnt 

Chiefs (j>f Staff had taken in the ~apabll1ty o.rrJifPr .agN~t teams 2 

to qbtain intell1.gence. 
3 

4 

5 

"It was determined that maxl'lflAm p..mphasis 6 

should be placed upo, intelligence collection and establ'1sh- 7 

ment of civilian contacts with secondary emphasis on psycholo- 8 

gical operations, E&E and sabotage."* 

(3) Based on this rf(-evaluation, the following concept 

was pr;pared ~qr CINCPAC approval. 

"(a) Develop an operational area astride every major 
LOC leading from NVN into Laos and emplacing operat.ional 
teams in these areas. 

"(b) Reorient all in-place teams to the primary 
mission of intelligence collection by roadwatch. rail­
watch, and riverwatch. 

"(c) Develop civilian contacts in every operational 
area to expand the. intelligence base and provide lim1ted 
logistical support, thus lessening team reliance on 
external support. 

"(d) Lim1t operations initially to the development of 
new operational areas and at the same time make inopera-

9 

10 

11 

tive teams viable again. "' ~ 

(11) To implement the new concept, team training was altered 12 

to place primary emphasis on intelligence gathering. Three II 
types of operational teams were being trained as shown in 

the brief ~~ry below: 

~S~rength Mission 

A 

B 

C 

10 agents Roadwatch/early warning observation. 
Organize safe areas. Prepare to 
receive reinforcements. 

5 agents Reinforce Type A team. Establish 
civilian contacts. Organize and 
operate intelligence nets. qonduct 
PSYOPS. -

10 agents Reinforce Types A and B teams. Team 
adds limited strike/interdiction 
capability to operational area." 

I (TS) Ibid, p.7-8 •. 
II (TS) HistorYr MACSOG, "Annex M to MACV Command History 1966," 

p.58. (SACSA) 
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"Each new operational area was to bi developed init.1aDy 
by infiltrating a Type A team, reinforce successively 
by Type Band C teams. Planning provided for further 

. reinforcement as required by broadened missions and/or 
operational losses."· ' 

b •. Seismic DeVices and Proj ect BUGS •. The emphasis inl.966 

on intelligence collection prompted CINCPAC to direct SOG ·to 

equip OPLAN-3~A teams with Seismic Intrusion Devices (SSID) 

for emplacing along NVN Routes 103. 137. 15, 1 and to provIde 

teams with immed1Rt.p roadwatch intelligence reporting by 

radio J)~ :. 

I 

4. 1967 Developments __ 

a. Development of EWOTS/STRATA Concept. The EWOTS concept 

was first p~oposed in 1965. 

1 

·2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
:2~: 

.- .=-==-":".' 

1JATk 21 

. This concept 22 

was expanded in response to the need for expanded intelligence 23 

collection effort in NVN as expressed by DIA. As finally 

approved •• ••• the EWOTS/Roadwatch operations were authorized 

south of the 20th Parallel on a priority basis with later 

i (TS) History. MACSOG, "Annex M to MACV Command History 1966," 
p.58. (SACSA) . 

•• (TS) Ibid., p.60 • 
... (TS) Memo, CJCS to SECDEF, "CHINAT Agents for OPLAN 3~A Teams 

(TS)," 10 Nov 1966. (SACSA) 
•••• (TS) Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 272l39Z Oct 65. 
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emphasis above the 20th parallel. The ~ask was to be 

accomplished by adding specially trained intelligence persU"'nael 

to existing teams as well as introducing new teams. It. '..va'l1, 

envisioned that the operation would include surveillance of 

every major road from NVN into Laos. 

team concept ~as 

approved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff on 7 April 1961~. tfit.b 

concurrence of the State Department. 

Only two of eight 19n9-term teams tnfiltrated 

,I • 'into the area betweeh 170 -190 Nqrth latitude had' 
-,..- . -"'" \.. 

survived since 1964.**It was belived tha~ the emphasis on 

short stay time and mobility in the STRATA teain tra:"ning would ., 
l ' 

enable them to survive and to be successfully exfiltrated. 

The approved operational area extended from the northern limit 

of the DMZ to within 50 miles of the CHICOM border and to a 

depth of 50 nm from the Lao/NVN border. Initial efforts were 

t9 be concentrated in the area between the DMZ and 19°N 

latit~de (see Figure B-_._). In May 1967. the northern portion 

of the DMZ was included in the operational area..... STRATA 

teams were ~Q be composed of 5-15 indigenous personnel trans­

ported by USAF/~VNAF helicopter to Laos or NVN and then over­

land to a b~!le camp in NVN .• Missions were to be 15-30 days~ .. 

'On 31' Aagust-1967. CINCPAC approved the first nine STRATA team 

targets.···· 

b. Objectives Plans and Programs. CINCPAC's revised basic 

op~order of April. 1967' was augmented by the follow-on objec-

tives plans and programs for' ])11"(1+ published by MACSOG in 

-May 1967 for FY 1968. The concept of operations is somewhat 

detailed. but is quoted here to illustrate the thinking of 

MACSOG at that time on agent team op~ratlons ])~fY 

-
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* (~J) Msg, JCSJ DTG 071804Z Al(.r 67. (SACSA) 
. ____ H ~Ti f~r~~ ~3C~a~06~:CD~.r, SP_~::i_~l_ Op~ra~-!.()_ns-STRATA Team. ':oncepts 

--*::: ITS I Msg,JCS, DTG 241940Z Hay 67. (SACSA) . 

# 
TS Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 3122l6z -;\g E' . (SACSA) 
TS Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 2523~OZ'Apr 67. (~CSA) 
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(l) "Concept. Personne 1 indigenous to the area 0:1' jn'r.ended. 
employment are recruited and trained for employment in selected 
operational areas located generally astride major LOC l~ading 
from Central NVN into Laos and in other critical areas ,as 
required. Agent teams infiltrated into areas in the ¥est and 
northwest develop resistance/guerrilla forces as author1~ed 
among susceptible tribal groups and exploit thest" forces to 
conduct guerrilla warfare. intEr]l122 wab eh d ad and 
ElF OSaT " JD~ 

JPhflltrat1on, rein-
qaOI Cement. resupply and recovery of personnel are prlnclpally 

by air. :::DPi1""4 .infiltra­
tion and establishment of initial contacts as feasible~ Raids 
and ambushes are used to interdict LOC, harass local NVH 
forces, and to draw the NVA into a counterinsurgency role. 
Controlled air strikes are directed against signiflcant 
targets and strike results reported. Intelligence collection 
tasks include river, rail. road and trail watch. Teams 
expand potential resistance/guerrilla forces and extend 
their areas of influence or control as the situation permits. 
In the more closely controlled areas of the Oelta and along 
the coast. individual agents or s~ll agent teams are. 
infiltrated to contact vulnerable groups. e.g.: ~A-
and establish resistance organizations to perfornll:l\te.1J.1g~nce 
and psychological operations functions •••• In all areas. 
friendly evading personnel-and NVN defectors ar~.~~curt>d and_ 
evacuated when possible. ~~ 

(2) It was planned that the missions for agent teams -
anJ~Ar Iteams woul~ be conducted by 15 in-place agent 

teams, representing 100-150 agents, and 6-10 STRATA teams, 

representing 150-200 agents.· 

1 

2 

3 

c. Diversion Operations. Diversion operations were initiated 5 

in November 1967. .. 
"In support of "J)fr1"'A- .guerrilla team operations. it 
was planned to \;UflV~nce 'tne enemy that there were more teams 
inside NVN than actually existed. The goal of this program 
was to establish 18 not1oQa~ teams by September 1968."u 

,. 
c 

I.,." 5. 1966-Mission and Restrictions!: The mission of airborne .- .=-=--_":'.,. 

operations:ln i9b8 was stated as follows: 

I 

•• 
••• 

"The J)P(r4- i program has the mission of collectinlt 
military 1n'teu1gence through :::PA V'1.\-
and conducting diversionary agent operations designed to 
deceive enemy security forces and diSSipate their resources." ••• 

(TS) Program. MACSOG, t' JlP(fk 
1967, p. 7-8. 
(TS) History, MACSOG, "Annex G to 
p. G-III 4-6. (SACSA) 
(TS) History • MACSOG. "Annex F to 
p. F-III-4-1. 

C-b-7 

-' 

FY 68-

MACV 

MACV 

Program (C)." 10 May 

1967 Command History." 

Command His tory 1968 (U)," 
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a. Types of Operations. 1968. Three; types of operat10/n..'i 

were conducted in support of the mission. 

(1) Agent Team Operations. Agent team operations P~Jl'rtioned 

as before with a primary responsibility for intel11g~nee 

collection and secondary responsibility for target acqu1~i­

tion, E&E 'nets, early warning, selective harassment, pD~cho-

logical operations and assistance to downed aircrews.* 

(2) STRATA Operations. STRATA operations had been approved 

in April 1967. Only two STRATA teams were infiltrated 1n 

1967. Twenty-four (2~) teams were infiltrated in 1968. 

(3) Diversionary Operations. Diversionary operations were 

conceived under the .code name of JDAnIQ­
The objectives of these operations were: 

in late 1967. 

" ••• to divert main force NVN resources to defense and 
internal security, divert them away from actual 
clandestine operations, increase the strain on control 
of the populace, create opportunities for friendly 
psychological operation, exploitation,harass the 

1 

2 

3 ... 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Ie 

11 

12 :: 

13 

enemy in his rear, and collect intelligence where possible." •• 

b. Bombing Halt Limitations, 1966 

"Major significant changes in the TIMBERWORK (e) program 
in 1968 were caused by the April restriction on air operations 
north of 20o N, by a security assessment in June which evaluated 
all the then in-place teams as probably under NVN control, 
and by the 1 November halt of air activities north of 17°N."·· 

• (TS) History .. MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV ..... Command History 1966 (U}," 
p. F-III-~-l0 

•• Ibid. p. F-III-~-2, F-~. 
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PART II. RESOURCES (U) 

A. GENERAL 

Part II, Resources, describes the organizatinn of th~ 

Airborne Section of SOG, facilities available, and t.r"alnln,\l -I'.on- ' 

ducted at Camp Long Thanh and FO~lard Operating Base (FOB) Danang. 

As in many other areas of MACSOG activities, detailed lnr~rBntion 

on the early organization and training within the J\irborne Sc·C'tion 

is not as complete as the records covering the later period at" 

actiVity. 

B. ORGANIZATION 

The organization for airborne operations ~I~-.l~~7._!.s~-desi"j~~bed "in 

the "Brownfield"' report as being under MACSOG operations orricer 

(OP-30). was a staff element under 

the operations officer that had the responsibility for planning, 

training, and employment and operational control of agents/agent 

teams employed against NVN.' The airborne "operations group included 

the teams and agents and physical assets under the operational 

control of OP-34. 

1. Diagram. A simplified organization diagram for the 

Airborne Section was as follows: 

7 

E 

a ... 

1: 

,-:: --
1:' 

17 

'.----------Staff Supervision'- .~-::... 

r orne 
--"'1 Operations 

Group 

____ ...,Command 

I (TS) Bunt M(l.CJ-3, -"Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report,lI 14 Feb 1968, 
p.l. (SACSA) 

-
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-
2. Counterpart Organization. The .;Strategic TechnleaJ, 

Directorate (STD), counterpart to SOG, was organized in a br~~d 

sense much as SOG was organized. 3 

Function of the Organization. ,The planning and coordine-

tion of OP-34 in 1961 was described in the Brownfield report as 5 

carrying out the following functions: 7 

a. Recommended to ClNCPAC and the Joint Chiefs of Stafr 8 

specific target areas for the employment of agents/agent teams. 9 

b. Prepared concept of the operations. 1J 

c. Coordinated with other MACSOG staff elements to obtain 11 

area intelligence, EEl desires, logistical support for special 12 ~ 

items ff equipment, airlift support for infiltration, exfl1tration 13 

and resupply; establishment of bomb lines around team, radio 14 

frequencies, for air/ground communications, cryptographic 15 

material, and Forward Air Control (FAC) aircraft. 16 

d. Coordinated planning and mission execution with STD. 17 

e. Coordinated with American Embassy Bangkok to obtain 18 

• when requi!'ec.. 19 

DAtA-

21 

g. Operational control of all teams was exercised by OP-34.* 22 

lI. Reorganization - 1968!, Operations commenced in 1968 ~~ 

with OP-3l1 divided into three branches: OP-3l1A, agent team operatio~s;2~"::-'-

OP-3l1B, STRATA operations; and OP-3l1C, diversionary operations. 25 

The chief of OP-3l1 was also responsible for the FOB at Danang 20 

(Monkey Mountain, FOB), the Joint Translation Center, Hanoi (head- 27 

quarters for OP-34 and'STD counterparts), numerous safe houses in F.eno!~= 

and had staff supervision over Camp Long Thanh. On 18 November, 

STRATA assets were passed to OP-35 for cross-border operations. 

December reorganization of SOG, Camp Long Thanh was designated as 

In t:-,e 3::: 

the SOG training command and placed under a new training directorate 32 

• (TS) Ibid., p.~. 



on MACSOG staff. OP-3~ became 'a staff section with the title 

(. , of Ground Operations Studies Branch. The Airborne Studies G~".p 

was redesignated OP-36 and became ,a command directly resp~'.\nslble 

to SOG, with headquarters in the Joint Translation Center4 ~b~ 

reorganization took the operational control of TIMBERWORK(C) 

assets out of the hands of the staff (formerly exercised by 

OP-3~) and placed it in the hands, of OP-36, one of several 

commands under the new organization.' OP-36 was then organl7.ed 

as follows: 

c. 

, Ap;ent. 
- Teams 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE -

Agent Ops 
SinJl:.leton 

:DA1"""~ 

Diver~ionary 
Ops 

The resources utilize4 by the Airborne Section in late 1967 

1. Personnel 

__ a. US (OP-3~)-(Included instructors) 13 officers; 33 enlisted 

men; one civilian (CAS. 

b. GVN (STD) (included instructors) - 26 officers; 26 enlisted 

men; ~03 civilian. 

c. Long Term Agents nine teams, 5~ agents. 

d •. S~TA .!l'.eam Agents - 25. 

2. . Physical 

a. Training facility Camp Long Thanh. 

b. Staging area (isolated area) Black Rock. 

c. FOB Danang. 

I (TS) History. MACSOG,"Annex F to MACV Command History 1966," 
p. ,F III-~-l. (SACSA) 

** (TS) Report, MACJ-3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," l~ Feb 
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3. (U) MaJor Items of EquiEment 
i 

a. 210 Weapons (pistols and rifles) 

b. 199 pieces of radio equipment 

c. 67 pieces of photographic equipment 

d. Office and miscellaneous equipment 

~. (U) Vehicles 

a. One sedan 

b. 16 1/~ ton trucks 

c. Three 1/2 ton trucks 

d. Seven 3/11 ton trucks 

e • Eight 2 1/2 ton trucks 

D. AGENT CLEARANCES 

A procedure for processing clearances for proposed agents 

was set up within SOG. The SOG Liaison Bure.au and Security Section 

was responsible for checking with local police, district chief, 

and American sources and setting up a dossier of various completed 

! 

2 

3 

J..; .. 

:5 

".. o 

7 

8 

9 

1::: 

12 
,,.. 
_Co 

13 

1':" 

forms on each agent. MACSOG Directive No. 6011 (Series) contained 17 

detailed procedures. 

E. AGENT PAY AND ALLOWANCES' 

1. General. The amount of pay and method of payment 

were important considerations in the ever present problems of "1 t:._ 

23 

"-

promoting good morale and-motivation among agent personnel. A 

summary of the basic pay for the various agent categories is 

covered below. For more detail on this subject. see the "Standard 

Operating Pro~f:!d~~es .-for _A!.!:b..~r_ne Operations Study Group" in the 

"~" 
~-~ ~-:--. 

25 

SACS A file. 

2. Method of Payment. Personnel and pay records for agent 27 

personnel were maintained by the counterpart organiz~tion (STD). "2: 
SOG Finance prOVided STD Finance a lump sum each month from which 2~ 

agents were paid. A record of all agent pay was then furnished 

SOG. The individual agent received his pay through the STD case 

officer concerned. If an agent did not deSignate another person 

to receive his pay while the agent was on a mission. the case officer 

deposited the pay in a savings account of a reputable bank until 

the agent returned to STD/SOG controL-' 
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3. Pay Scales 

a. Base Pay. Base pay per month for all agent persoone::t. 

civilian or military. was as follows: 

(1) Team leader _ 16,000$ VH 

(2) Assistant team leader - 14.000$ VN 

(3) Team member - 12.000$ VN 

~I 

5 

b. Mission Pay. For short-term missions (10 days or less). 7 

1,000$ VN per day; for long-term missions (over 10 days),. 

10,000$ VN per month. 

c. Military Differential Pay. The Vietnamese military 

personnel received differential pay which equalized the.1.r 

total earnings with civilian agents.* 

d. Fam.1ly Allowances. Agents who were head of a fam.1ly 

were authorized 600$ VN per month for his wife and 400$ VN per 

month for each child under 16. 

e. Recruitment and Inducement Bonus~ As set forth in the 

MACSOG Civilian Personne~ Manual, Part II. 

f. Radio Operator Bonus~. A fully qualified team radio operator 

received a one-time bonus of 5,000$ VN. 

g.Extraord1nary Recognition Reward. As recommended by 

Chief, OP-36 for approval by Chief SOG/Director STD. 

h. Prisoner of War Pay. Missing in Action Pay. Disability .. 

Gratuity. Funeral Gratuity. Death Gratuity. and Per Diem. 

See SqP~for p~tails. 

i. Singleton Agent Pay~. A special arrangem~~t.for singleton 

C 

9 
, -. 
-'" 
11 

13 

14 

15 

17 

21 

.2~ 
.-~--=--

25 

pay and allowances was approved by SOG in 1969. A one-time payment 

was made to the agent upon his return from a mission to SOG 

control. No provision was made for dependent payments. Singleton .... 
agents in training were quartered and fed by STD/SOG. In addition 

to the base pay, Singleton agents could be awarded a bonus up to 

50,000$ VN depending on the value of information collected on 

his mission. A summary follows: 

I (TS) SOP, Airborne Studies Group'. 28 Mar 1969 J p. 14.31. (SACSA) 
** (TS) Ibid •• p.33-38. (SACSA) 
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Base Pay - 100,000$ VN U1aximum) . 
I 

F~~ly Allowance - None 

ret Bonus - None 

Operational Pay - None 

pm/llU A - None 

Death Gratuity - None 

Performance Bonus - 10,000$ VN (Maximum)· 

F. TRAINING 

1. General. Training for agent team operations was c~nducted 

at Camp Long Thanh, Monkey Mountain FOB, and in Saigon safe houses. 

As outlined earlier, Camp Long Thanh was under the-directIon of 

OP-34 until December 196B. 

a. Camo Long Thanh. For detailed discussion of program of 

instruction and problem areas, see a later section. 

b. Monkey Mountain •. Monkey Mountain FOB Danang was used 

as an isolation facility and a launch point for realistic field 

training for long-term agent teams and, later,the STRATA teams. 

2 •. Recruiting. The problem of recruiting suitable personnel 

as agents for airborne operations plagued MACSOG from the beginning. 
-' 

-' .. 

7 

c 

-
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...:..:: 

'-:: --
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,.. .... .::. . 

. --.::.: 

The following statement from the 1964 peri9d expressed a problem that 

was never solved: 

I (TS) Ibid., P.14 (SACSA) 
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"Inability of STS to recruit high qualij:;y individuals far agent 
training has forced the deployment of mediocre teams."* 

a. The initial plan for recruiting of agents was div.Ioed 

into three phases as shown below: 

(1) Phase I 

2 .. 

(a) Indirect Contact. Corne in contact with repres'entatives ; 

of local area of recruitment for pre-investigation, 

ident,if1cation, and collection of preliminary inforllat ion 

concerning possible agents for the program. Establish 

the list of candidate agents. 

(b) Desired Qualities. Good health, qualified for 

jump training. Aged between 21 and 35. Having no more than 

two children. Being not the main support of the family 

or the only son. Evidence sought to guarantee anti­

communist spirit (e.g., having relative killed by Viet 

Cong or being ex-cadre of SVN government). Being adventurous 

people such as: hunters, divers, woodcutters who are 

familiar with hard li!e •. Being of primary education level 

or usual readers of daily newspapers. 

,(2) Phase II. Direct contact with candidate agent to 

confirm foregoing points. Candidate agent should volunteer 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lC 

l~ 

Ie 

1:: 

It 

15 

Ie 

17 

IE 

to comply with discipline and withstand hardship in training 20 

and on mission. Agent may go on mission in-border for a 21 

'!,. 

period of-one or two years. : 21'-
. =-=",,- .. :. .. 

. (3) Phase III. Case officer contact candidate agent 23 

once more to be sure that he has tully understood and accepted 24 

the conditions stated above... 25 

b. 1966, No improvement. The continuing nature of recruiting 26 

problems was emphasized by the following statement: 

"During the year, it became increasingly difficult to 
recruit agents selectively for OPLAN 34A Airborne Teams. The 
difficulty principally sterns from a general scarcity of qualified 
indigenous personnel, the competition for high caliber 
indiv~duals posed by the Vietnamese civilian economy, and the 
huge drainage of manpower for military service. Desertion 
among agent trainees continued to be a problem, and has had an 
adverse effect on the ability to maintain team unity. The AWOLt' 

I (T8) Hbtory, MACSOG r "Annex A to MACV Com.'l1and History 1964," 
p. II 19,21. (SACSAJ . . 

•• (TS) Ibid., p. II-F-2,3. (SACSA). 

26 
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desertion rate among agent traineesancreased frc~ e~~~t 
percent during March to 21 percent in May. This, eC'.Jpl·ed 
with the lag in the recruiting during that period J cur~ailed 
the formation of ne,·/ teams, which in turn resultec !:l 2-

slippage in the 15 r·~onth Deployment Program. Some c:!' the 
agent recruits soon became disenchanted with the pros?ect of 
operating as intelligence agent~ in NVN. Further cc~pounding 
the situation is the hard fact that thus far none 0: ~he . 
attempts. to bring OPLAH 3l4A Airborne Teams out of ::-::; ha~'S been 
successful. In an effort to improve the recruitin~ and 
retention programs, the Airborne Operations Section coord­
inated with STS (RVN counterpart organization) to increase 
agents' pay and allowances, provide generous provisions ~or 
survivors benefits and disabil1ty pay, improve the <;uarters 
and training facilities, issue better clothing and equipment, 
and place greater emphasis on motivational indoctrination. 
Further, a research proposal was submitted to the Advanced 
Research Projects Agency for a socio-psychological study or 
Indochinese ethnolinguistic grou.ps to develop diagr.ostic/ 
aptitude tests or screening devices. If successfully developed, 
these should make possible a rapid and reliable identification 
of such groups which present a high risk of being psychologically 
ineffective as intelligence agents or operatives. Addition­
ally, some success has been ac~ieved in recruiting prospective 
agents in Laos. Hopefully, this recruiting effort cay be 
expanded; :PArA-

c. Ethnol1nguistic Study •. The Ethnol1nguistic Study referred 1 

to above was awarded to the American Institute for Research,. 2 

Pittsburgh, in June of 1967. The original cost estimate for the 3 

study was $200,000; however, following a preliminary survey by a 4 

. research team for the company, a new expanded stud! at a cost 5 

of $832,000 was proposed. Neither MACV nor CINCPAC felt that 

the potential value of the study was worth the high cost. 

CINCPAC cancelled the project in February 1968,.· (A copy of 

7 

the research proposal, June 1967, is available in the SACSA files.) : ?.-

d.Re.c.ruitlng Procedures - 1967-1968 .- J:e'a::;_=:-.. ..... ..:.... 
I 

(1) Sources. Agents were recruited from 

1)~~~ from military units, POW camps, 

Jnd from prisoners captured in the maritime 

operations, ~he responsibility for ~dentifying and recruiting 

candidate:: One STD officer was on 

permanent duty in Laos, but recruitment of personnel from this 

area wito the basic qualifications required to develcp 
\ 

reliable and efficient agents was unsatisfactory •••• 

I (TS) History, MACSOG~ "Airborne.Operations," 1966 MACV Command 
History, p. 7l4, 

•• 
••• 

(TS) Msg, CINCPAC. DTG 070l403Z Feb 68. (SACSA) 
(TS) Report, MACJ-3. 'tAd Hoc Evaluation Group Report." 114 Feb 1968, 
TIMBERWORK(C), p.9. (SACSA) 

11 

12 
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(2) ProcessinG. A Personnel Record Question.naire .and ,a 
.. 

Name Trace Request was prepared on each prospective ,agent 

to facilitate a security check through the Vietnamese 

National Police, the American Embassy, and theMI\.CY 

security section. Processing through these agenCies 

took from two to four weeks and identified prospective 

agents who had a criminal, former agent, VC suspect or 

undesirable record. In addition, operational personnel 

, ... 

2 

3 

5 
, 
o· 

7 

8 
~ 

had a physical examination by the SOG surgeon and were subjected. ~ 

conditions permitting. to a polygraph test.* 

e. Recruiting Problems - 1967-1968 

(1) 1967 

"As in previous years, the interrelated problems of 
recruiting and retention continued during 1967. By becoming 
more selective. SOG accepted a temporary reduction in the 
input of new personnel. However, all operational needs 
were met from agents already on hand or obtained. in , 
small numbers, during the year. The stress of selectivity 
was intended to produce agent trainees who were h1ghly 
motivated, therefore, more easily retained. and who were 
more capable of accomplishing difficult and hazardous 
missions assigned to them. Whether or not the new system 
of recruiting established at the end of 1967 would solve 
the basic problems of personnel selection would be answered 
in the following year. II ** 

1:> 

11 

12 

, (2) 1968 Agent Teams. In-country recruiting was i1mited 'to 13 

·ten agents: two singleton agents and one eight-man strategic 

intelligence team th~t was not deployed tp NVN before the 

November restrictions. 

"THird-country recruiting lilso7 .... proveJunsatisfactory 
,dlWing .1.968. The principal efrort-:lpA ...... .<t resulted in 
recruitment of personnel unsuitable-ror 4u as agents 
for a variety of reasons, principally health and lack of 
ab11ity to be trained as intelligence agents. In addition, 
the program was found to be compromised and monitored by 
the NVN Embassy; and was therefore discontinued in' . 
September."·**' 

(3) 1968 STRATA Teams. STRATA recruiting efforts in early 
and mid-1968 were sporadic and unrewarding, partially due 

to the director of STD personlly turning down the maj ori t~, 

of the applicants as being too yound or unexperienced. Those 

i (TS) SOP, Airbor~e Studies Group, 28 March 1969, p.~2 (SACSA). 
** (TS) History, MACSOG, "Annex G to MACV Conunand History 1967," 

p. G III-~-26, 27 • 
. *** ~-:Sf. ~i~~g:~._1iAC~~G .. "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History" 
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personnel who did enter training;. were predominant'll 

deserters from ClOG forces. TOHard the latter part ~,[. 

'the year J a sustained effort was undertaken to reerul t 

1 

2 

3 

.from the military. ARVN of~icers and NCOs began to enter ~~ 

training in larger numbers. ST~ remained responsible 

for spotting and recruiting throughout the year and 

quality of the STRATA recruit showed definite s1gns ,of' 

improvement until the 1 November ,bombing halt.,-

(~) 1968 Diversionary Operations 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

(a) "ProJect URGENCY recruiting was accomplished 10 
through HUMIDOR SSPL assets on nona T~lRnd aolel~ 
by SID. 11 

~Pr-rA- 12 

(b) "ProJect BORDEN recrUiting was done by US 
personnel from only US division level detention 
facilities to allow speedy collection and avoid com­
promise. Authority to ·collect detainees from normal 
detainee channels was obtained from MACV J2 ... 
Detainees were selected based on four criteria: NVA, 
healthy, literate, and cooperative. VC were included 
for the first time in Group 98 which was collected and 
and trained in December. ".-

Training- Camp Long Thanh 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IB 

19 

20 

a. History. The airborne operations training center was 21 

officially named Quat Thang Camp; the Americans called it camp 22 

Long Thanh. The air strip and road network were 'burlt by the 

---<TS) Ibid . 
• , (TS) loid p~ 111-4-5. 
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Japanese in 19·~3. In March 1963, the RVNAF High COJ:'.:::.a:"d 

.. 
assumed control of Camp Long Thanh from. Binh Hoa Sector. 

The camp at ·thet time had seven companies of civLUa.n cor..:,;.:.":-

ants. Two net, programs were initiated at Camp LongT.hat~b 

with a 12 man Special Forces "A" Team plus a four man 

augmentation a~ting as cadre. The two programs were the 

-.. 

Combined Military Operations Stuqies (MOS) and Combined Ezte~nel 7 

Operations Studies (EOS). MOS trained four Ranger companies 

for cross-border operations. EOS trained agent teams for 

employment in North Vietnam. Initially, groups of six to eight 

agents were trained in Saigon safe houses. When a program of 

instruction (POI) was developed at Camp Long Thanh, agents ~ere 

trained there in groups of 30-~0 men. During February i96~, 

.l._ 

l~ 

"1-: --
a Special Fo~es "A" Team, augmented with four men and cOmDanded l~ 

arrived. 

supervised a crash construction~rogram to bring the 

training and security facilities up to a level to meet require­

ments. By the end of 196~J the camp was capable of housing end 

instructing 250 civilian volunteer students.* 

b. Original Syllabus. The 196~ syllabus was divided into three 

phases. 

(1) Phase I was scheduled for a total of seven weeks of 

introduct~ry instruction in the fields of communicatio~s. 

medical, weapons, psychological operations, and three wee~s 

of basic airborne training. Students who d1d not meet ~n1n~ 

standards were dropped from the program. 

(2) Phase II was a period of four weeks devoted to 

spec1alization 1n one of the generarsubjects covered in 

Phase 1. 

(3) Phase III was a four-week schedule devoted to field 

exerc1ses designed to expose students to all' facets of 

previous train1ng.** 

I lTS) History, j.;ACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History 1961:," 
p. 11-16 (SACSA). 

** (TS) Ibid., p. 11-18. 
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c. 1965 Organization. The US advisors were organized ~10ng , 
functional lines with Sl, S2, S3 and slI sections. There "::d:S 

also a~ organization of training committees to handle the 

various subjects presented. These subjects we .. 'e: 

(1) Intelligence/psychological operations 

. (2) Map Reading, land Navigation and Survival 

(3) Tactics 

(lI) Demolition 

(5) Weapons 

(6) Air Operations 

(7) Medical 

, . 

" , This "Program of Instruction" was designed to take approximately --

'--

21 weeks and included a leadership evaluation program de8~gned 

to assist in the future selection of team leaders.-

-:"': -. 
. 
... -
1:: -, d. 1967 RevisIon. The syllabus was revised in 1967 into 

three major areas: (1) field operation; (2) special techniques; 

(3) special subjects. Emphasis was placed on developing 

and 2:': 

the first STRATA.teams. The number of US personnel (advisors) 

varied over the year from a low of 18 in June to a high of 

lI2 in January. The VN cadre at the camp ranged between lI6 and 

60 over the year.** 

e. 1968 Review 

(1) General. The training of all OP73l1 teams (mainly 

STRATA teams) and singleton agents continued to be conducted 

1'"7 

. :: 
,~ -, 

... -t:.. 

,..-
.::.-

... -.::.::. 

,..­c· , •. 
',- .~ .. --::.-. 

primarily at Camp Long Thanh. Field tr~ining was conducted 25 

near Camp Long Thanh and ~n the vicinities of Dalat and Danang 

(Monkey Mountain FOB area). The syllabus for team training 27 

was based on a program of instruction developed by the 

senior advisor, Camp Long Thanh (SAL~). based on guidance 

from Chief OP-34. (Singleton agent training ,.,as based on a 

I (TS) History, MACSOG. "Annex N to MACV Command History 1965," 
p. IIA-D-I-lq. (SACSA) 

.. (TS) History, MAC::>OG, "Annex G to MACV Command History 1967." 
p. G III-lI-E-2-2. (SACSA) 
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specific syllabus developed by case officers geared to~~~d 
.; 

the needs of the agent and his mission.) All trainln~!Lr.lcluded 

intelligence collection techniques. observation, t3l.'get 

analysis, elicitation techn~ques. reporting, operatlona.l 

sec'urity. cover and subjects relating to infiltration and 

exfiltration. • 

(2) Instructors and Syllabus. The US advisors ·at CatftP Long 

Thanh averaged 30 in number during 1968. They were ol"g~lI1ized 

functionally into sections: S-l, S-2, S-3, S-~. Thel~ 

I 

2 

3 

4 ... 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

was also an organization of training committees with US .advisors Ie 

assigned. The committees were:·· 

(a) Field Operations 

!. Weapons 

~. Intelligence 

1· Tactics 

(b) Special Techniques 

!. Medical" 

~. Comraunications 

1· Demolitions 

!t. Psychological Operations 

(c) Special Subjects 

!. Basic Airborne Course 

~. River Crossing 

1. Skyhook 

11 

1~ 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

IE 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

.- '=-=-.:. .. " 

-i. Message ~ickup 25 

The average strength of the VN instructor cadre during 1968 was 26 

approximately 30. 27 

(3) Lon6-Term Teams Trained . 28 

I (TS) Historical Summary. Airborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual 
Historical Sumraary," 5 Jan 69, p. 80. (SACSA) 

•• (TS) Ibid., p. 106-107. 
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training as a. new team in Januar~ 1968. In May 19'68., 

it was decided by SOG nte11igenae that the location 

proposed as an operatin~ ~~ea for J>A,A 
-Subsequently, the team lias 

1 

turned over to the STRATA program for one mission. After ~ 

the STRATA mission the team resigned.· 

(b) Team QUA was a six-man team 

Two members were given partial training as radio opera­

tors, but did not return after requesting emergency 

leave in May 1968. The other four members were trained 

for three months but were declared physically unfit and 

7 

8 

9 

11 

. returned J)f:n'"A in September 1968.· U: 

(c) Team AXE was a team of five NVN Thai Dam and two 13 

VN radio operators. The team was trained in early 1968 

and transferred to the STRATA program after the 1 April 

1l; 

15 

bombing restriction. Three members were lost on missions 16 

and the others were separated from the program because of 17 

poor health and resignations •• • 18 

(d) RED DRAGON ALPHA was planned as a two-man reinforce~ IS 

.ment element for Team RED DRAGON. The two men were turned 2~ 

over to the STRATA program and subsequently lost on a 

mission in NVN.·· 
(e) Team 915 was a nine-man team composed of ethnic 

N~th.V!~tnamese that commenced training in October 1968. 

Its first mission was not until 1969. This ·team along 

with 919, which commenced training in early 1969, were 

retained under the operational control of the Airborne 

Studies Group •• •• 

21 

22 

25 

27 

28 

(r) STRATA team basic tralning·was conducted at Camp ·29 

Long Thanh.... 3 J 

I (TS) Ibid., p. 81 . 
•• (TS) Ibid., P. 82 

••• (TS) Ibid., P. 81, 82 
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(g) BORDEr-l 1gents. part ofi the diversionary program 1 

(FORAE' , were trained in an exclusion area of Camp 2 

Long Thanh in tl'/O phases. The' first phase. from 

10-21 days, included process~ngJ screening, and orientation. q 
The object of this phase was to assess the potential 5 

agents, screen out unsuitable candidates, and gain the 6 
cooperation of those retained in training. The training 7 

in the phase emphasized orientation in:---------·- - _. _.-_.-.. - 8 
, ... -~--.. , .. :.--~,- -... ---~-

It ••• the objectives of the project. the freedom 
and prosperity to be gained in the RVN, and many other 
idea10gica1 themes such as the resistance of the 
Vietnamese people to domination, the necessity for 
free world forces in South Vietnam, wtiat communism 
means to Vietnam, the Chieu Hoi program and other 
subjects designed to gain the stUdents cooperation • 
••• Throughout this phase, unsuitable candidates were 
returned to normal unit detention facilities but 
were utilized to spread specific project information 
among other detainees. This information magnified 
the size and success of the project and was expected 
to reach NVN security elements and cause a countering 
reaction. The second phase was from 7 to l~ days and 
included basic agent and mission training. Basic 
training was composed of security. reporting, navigation, 
inducing defection through use of an ultraviolet 
secret Chieu Hoi mark, infiltration techniques 
(helicopter or parachute), rewards, and obligations. 
MiSSion training included specific tasks, cover, . 
documentation, and other special SUbjects as needed 
(communication, use of dead drops, etc.). All training 
was kept isolated from other SaG operations. Basic 
training and all but specific tasks of mission training 
were conducted in groups to purposely compromise the 
agents among themselves. They were normally utilized 
as Singletons, where possible, to obtain the maximum 
effect. Inducing defection by marking potential 
defectors with UV paste that they were told was a secret 
Cb1eu Hoi pass was their primary mission. Collection .~- . 
of intelligence was secondary. Exfiltration. unless ==-==-- .:.. -
specifically planned otherwise, was by defecting again 
to free world forces."* 

f. Current Program - Camp Long Thanh 9 

(1) Camp Long Thanh became the SaG training command 10 

(OP-38, Training Study Group) under the staff cognizance of 11 

OP-30 (Operations Training and Studies) in late 1968. 12 Commencing 

in the fall of 1968, for the first time, team leaders and 

I (TS) Ibid., P. Bij. 
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Special Commando Unit (SCU) personne'l from the cross-border 

operations were trained' at Camp Long Thanh. Forme~ly~ this 2 

training had been conducted at the Command and Control Centers. 3~ 

Camp Long Thanh had concentrated on training long-term agent. 4 

teams, STRATA team, and singleton agent personnel. 5 

(2) A Special Forces B Detachment with seven officers and 6 

24 enlisted assigned provided the guidance to VN counterparts 7 

who actually conducted the training. Tlieope.rating cost. of the 8 

camp was approximately o?e million dot 1ars a year. 9 

(3) Figure B-1 shows the number of students trained and Ie 

the cost of training each student at Camp Long Thanh over 11 

a four-year period. 12 

(4) Figure B-2 is a summary of Camp Long Thanh training 13 

information including an ethnic breakdown and the AWOL rate. 14 

(5) Figure B-3 is a list of the courses offered at 15' 

Camp Long Thanh in mid-1969. 16 

(6) Figure B-4 is a diagram of the organization and 17 

co~and relationships in the summer of 1969. 1& 

(7) The back-up file fOr this Annex, in SACSA has copies 19 

of the Program of Instruction for the ,Camp Long Thanh courses 2: 

being given in 1969. Photographs of the camp and various 

ethnic g~oups in training are also in the file. 

g.C~p Ldhg Thanh Problem Areas. The significant problems 

encountered by the SALT over. the ye'ars' a~e _~ataloged below: 

(1) 1964 
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FIGURE B-1 

CA~1P LONr, THANH STUDENT OUTPUT AI 
(BASED .. ON .. AN AVERAGE.OPERATIONAL EXPENDlTURE OF $37 .. 500.{)0. PER MONTH) 

1966. 

1967 

1968 

1969 (1 JAN .. ~ .. 30 .. JUN). 

746 

66 

353 

....... 868 

COST OF TRAINING 

$ 603.00 

6.818.00 

1.275.00 

259.00 

AI RECENT PAY RAISES~~AOVE0808STED THE AVERAGE MONTHLI9E~PENDITURES OF CAMP LONG THANH 
TO APPROXIMATELY6 q ,U U. U PER MONTH AS OF JULY 69. ESTIMATED TOTAL LOST FOR 
PHYSICAL YEAR 19 IS: JAN THRU JUN' 69 = $224'888 

l 

JUL THRU DEC 69· 240, 

SUB TOTAL $464.000 
ALL. OUTSIDE SUPPORT - LOGISTI- 500,000 
CAL·, MA I NTENANCE. CONSTRUCTl ON, ..... 
ETC. 

TOTAL FOR FY 1969 $964,000 

.C-l':-24 . 

I~: . , 
r I 

tl 

~ 

". 
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FIGURE B-2 

CAMP LONG THANH TRAINING SUMMARY 

Ave. Ave. 
Year Ave. No Teams Ave. Ethnic Student . AWOL 

In Traininp: Breakdown Strenp:th Rate/Mo. Remarks 

19611 15 Not Avail. 192 Not Avail. 

1965 15 VN-9 191 12 
Muong-1 
Nung-1 
Thai-2 
Thu-2 

1906 10 . VN-4 / 138 3.6 
Comb-4!./ 
Dual-2!. 

1961 8 VN-4 93 .1 Aprll-
·Comb-1!./ STRATA 
Dual-3!/ Training 

Commenced 
1968 VN..::.2 65 NA 

Cambodian-2 

!.I Comb - More than two ethnic groups; e.g. , (HN, Tho, Thai, 
Hung, etc.) 
Dual - VN+one other ethnic group 
teams of Tho/Hung and Hung/Mung. 

in most cases. Some dual 

Annex B to 
Appendix C 
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FIGURE B-3 

TRAINING ACTIVITIES ~ 19b9 

CAMP LONG THANH 

US Reconnaissance Team Leaders School 

Vietnamese Reconnaissance Team Leaders School 

Special Commando Unit Basic Training 

US Exploitation Force (Leaders School) 

Vie~namese CW Communications 

Vietnamese Reconnaissance Team Member 
Medical Course 

US Basic Airborne Co~se 

US Airborne Refresher 

Vietnamese Basic Airborne Course 

Special Jump Techniques (Ex. Tree Jumping) 

Vietnamese Basic Agent/Long R~nge Training 
(STRATA) 

Vietnamese Specialized Agent Training (STRATA 
Advanced Course) 

Civilian Irregular Defense Group Basic Training 

.----~~- .-- . __ . __ .. -'-'--- .......... 

C-b-26· 

--
Length 

--
17 Days 

17 Days 

5 Weeks 

2 1/2 Weeks 

16 Weeks 

1 Week 

3 Weeks 

1 Day 

3 Weeks 

2 Weeks 

8 Weeks 

2 Weeks 

2 Weeks 

Annex B to 
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FIGURE B-4 

ORGANIZATION AND COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS FOR CAMP LONG THANH, TRAINING STUDIES GROUP (OP-38) (U) 

l 

al In addition to Det B-53 personnel t Special Projects include TDY personnel from OP-36, 18th Military 
-Police Brigade and the 5l9th Military Intelligence Battalion. 
bl In addition to Det B-53 personnel t the US training group also includes personnel TDY from OP-35 
- and the C&C Detachments. 

• ~ 
'" -. 

, I 
: I 

I' 

" , 
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(a) Inability of STS to recruit ;high quality l.ndtvid~~!\ls 

for agents training forced the deployment of mediocre ·t~~ams. 

. (b) Agents ",ere not isolated after they had colllltlem~t!"j 

training. Severel teams who ~ad actual mission 

briefings had b~en allowed to go on leave immediatelJ 

after their missions aborted. 

1 

2 

3 

4 ... 

'5 

6 . 

(c) Viet Cong hed a large intelligence network. They, 7 

in spite"of security checks, probably had spies 'among 

the agents, cadre, security battalion, and civilian 'Workers 

at Long Thanh. 

8 

9 

10 

Cd) Camp Long Thanh was in an active VC 'area. C~nalderable 11 

12 effort was required to maintain local physical sf\curity. 
\ 

.( e) Copununica tions with Lon,g Tllanh during critical mis sion 13 

periods was subject to compromise. 
l 

(f) Several agent teams had been captured ~n DRV. From 

radio Hanoi reports and International C~ntrol Commissipn 

14 

15 

16 

(ICC) publications, it is evident that DRY had a goo~·,.workirig 17 

knowledge of Long Thanh operations.* 

(g) DisCipline 

1. The discipline of the students at Camp Long Thanh 

was poor. Co~tributing factors were 

~ False recruiting promises which led students 

to expect preferential treatment. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

:_'==-~'~.'~ Belief of \he cadre and STS. that civi.l.ian 'studef~J4~ ~_ .::.,_ 

could not be subje~ted to military discipline even 
L \. 

contracts state that ther were. 

.'. . Fear of so~e members of the ARVN cadrE{ to 
';,,,~. \ 

. 'discipline students. 

d Reluctance of STS to discard poor students. 

* (T8) mstory, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History, 
1964" (SACSA) 
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e Lack of close supervision cau~ed the 

the students to fend for themselves in order to 

settle problems. The __ students 'believe. that 

-had a right to collect1ve bargaining with the 

cadre. 

f Failure to enforce eXist1ng regulations and 

and punishments. 
. .. 

& Belief that the agents were all .going to die 
l \ ' 

anyway has caused the agents and some of the ·cadre 

to believe that the agents should enjoy themselves 

While they ;~~ the opportunity. 

1 

2 

3 .. 

4 

5. 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

h Trained teams after waiting for months for 12 

deployment often become stale and hard to handle. 13 

! Recru1ting of indivisuals who had quest10nable 14 

reputations 1n their home commun1ties brought 15 

known d1scipl1ne problems to Camp Long Thanh. 16 

~ Agent leaders held popularity (w1th the students) 11 

over miss10n ac~omplishment. 

£ The follow1ng actions were 

improve the d1scip11ne: 

instituted to 

a Set and enforce standard punishments. 

~ Development of procedure to draft unacceptable 

--students in the Army upon expulsion from the agent 

program. 

~ A pre-course bas1c training period to ident1fy 

and elim1nate indiv1duals of poor potential. 

~ Ass1gnment of one cadre sergeant per barracks 

to control the students as well as handle their 

problems. 

e were . requ1red to set the 

example w1th appropriate dress and bearing. 

[ Attempts . were made to raise recruiting 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2~' 
.- .=-=--:.-. 

24 

25 
2& 

27 

28 

3·) 

31 

32 

standards. Ind1v1duals with good service experience ?~ 

. f 3...," were pre erred • 
II ,nZJ. fI 
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(2) 1965 1 

(a) Stratigic Technical Service (S'rS). The STS organ1,:z,ation 2 

for Camp Long Thanh did not provid'e enough depth in instructor 3 

personnel, and in some cases, some of the Vietnamese Instructors L;'" 

were not qualified. Through close coordination between SALT and 5 

the Vietnamese Camp Commander, requests went forward 

through both US and Vietnamese channels for additional qualified 7 

instructors. Those instructors who 'were no~ qualified to instruct e 
were . placed in Assistant Instructor slots in order to al~ow 9 

them to learn their subjects. 10 

(b} Discipline. Throughout 1965 the program was continually 11 

hampered by the lack of discipline among the students. In the 12 

past, the Camp Commander did not have sufficient power to 13 

properly handle the cases of students who had committed offenses, l~ 

and also the students status was that of a civilian. Action l~ 

taken to correct this deficiency by se~ting up a new 16 

list of offenses with appropriate punishment which the Camp 17 

Commander could ~nYo.Ke'a-Chis·level.· arid.-a~s§:(!hle~-O.?-34 18 

.~=-_-:prepared a legal agre~ement whichs1:udents' c'ould 19 

understand and sign before entering the program. The document 20 

.. ·s.peIled ou~ the powers of the Camp 

Commander. and punishment which coul<:' applied for various 

offenses. 

(c) Interpreter Procurement and Retention 

!. The rapid build-up of US Forces in Vietnam resulted 

in an acute shortage of interpreters, and interpreter 

procurement became highly competitive. Although MACSOG 

_. = _.~ : .. -=-'~i1t~~pr_eter pay scales compared favorably witli' other agenCies _. ~ -' ~ . __ .-. - , 

few competent interpreters would consider employment at 

21 

22 

25 

26 

27 
\ 

2~ 

29 

Camp Long Thanh due to the unattractive location and demanding 3~ 
, - .. 

duty requirements: 

2. All interpreters utilized by this activity 1)~;q, 

and as such they ~eceived no government recognition 

or credit toward their service obligation for duties per­

formed regardless of how a~dous or hazardous they may have 

3l 

32 

been. Conseouentlv. manv were 'understllnchlhlv .... 1 .. ,. .. "'~.. ..... ..d" 
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work in locations where they would hate been subjected 1;.0 

enemy fire. or participate in hazardous operational o.r train­

ing mlssions. The problem is particularly acute in ·the re-;::on 

teams of the 35A program. SOG 113 s\'lare of this problem IUld 

a search for qualified interpreters is constantly being con­

ducted. 

(d) Procurement and Retention of Civilian Irregular De­

fense Group (CIDG) Personnel 

Due to 1nrlationary trends in the Vietnamese economy 

CIDG pay scales were no longer adequate to attract person· 

.' nel, and recruiting efforts in the last months of 1965 vere , 
almost complete failure. Due to attrition and desertions, 

the Security Battalion was reduced to 70~ of authorized 

strength. CIDG personnel were able to obtain employment as 

guards with other units and installations in the Saigon ares 

with comparable pay and. without the risks and discomforts of 

the Security Battalion. A recruitment program is continually 

being conducted to enlist personnel in the CIDG ranks. 

(e) Air Support 

Lack of air support in some instances caused a de-

cline in training. Training was planned on numerous occasions 

which required 1nriltration and exfiltration by H-34 helicop­

ter. In many cases, information would be received the day 

prio~ tb scneauled training that a requested H-34 helicopter 

was not available, thereby hindering an important phase of 

training. Lack of C-123 aircraft at the required times greatly 

hindered the training of CP 34A students. Time and again the 

cancelling of aircraft on the day it ~s scheduled caused 

rapid revamping of scheduled training •. 

(3) .!2§I 

(a) Air Support 

On numerous occasions throughout the year air trans­
portation or res~pply was planned for an operation and was not 
available at the time needed. This resulted in unrealistic 
activities conducted for students who expected to infiltrate 
under Lealistic conditions in hostile areas. The 

C-b-3l Annex B to 
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5· 
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7 
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9 

10 
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many occasions that air support was ~lanned result~} in plans 

made and then cancelled which caused serious deflatitm c·r 

1 

2 

student morale after being told that they would get 311 the 3 .. 

support they needed. 4 

(b) Discipline 5· 

(a)'Students continued to go AWOL throughout the ~ear. 

The Camp Commander attempted to solve the prob1ez D1 

6 

7 

confining students who ~~ent~AWOL to 'a makeshif~ Ja~v No 8 

apparent succes!irestilteo"tfirougn 'tnese llleaaU.l·es. 9 
". . . ..... , "-'-"-"'''' \ 

(b) The majority of the pro.bTem.~ ~_temmed' ~:om\b.e, fact, 10 

that the students were civilians who were never exposed to 11 

real military discipline. A secondary reason for the high 12 

AWOL rate was the lack of a specific program of instruction 13 

and activities. The students became bored with constant re- 14 

refresher training • .:-. 
.-.~~.- - --~ "'--

(4) 1958 

15 

16 

17 

18' (a) The Inabillty to get air support for trainlng on numerous 

occ~slons throughout the year has a serious effect on student 

morale and tralnlng realism. 

(b) Dlsclpllne. Students continued to go AWOL or Quit just 

prior to golng on actual operatlons throughout the year. The 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23e" 
.-.~~-:..-. 

princlpal ~easons were: 

-1.' )fost students were clvlllans who were not accustomed to 24 ,. 

(TS) 

mliltary dlsclpllne. - 25 

2 •. The st;:udentS dld not, slgn a contract whlch would ool1gate 2', 

them to serve for a length of tlm~or particlpate In operatlona1 27 

mlssions. 28 

1· Student screening by STD was too harsh at tlmes 29 

and too 11beral at others. 30 

Hlstory, MACSOG, "Annex G to MACV Command History 1961," 
p G III -4-27, 28 (SACSA). 
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4. Students did not have a: dljift exemp~ ·status. S(;:~_e 1 

were picked for the draft while on pass or leave. 2 

(c) VN Cadre person~el were noi able to instruct in any 3 .. 
area except their specialty. * 4 

" J STRATA Team Training - 1968. "Training of STRATA teams, 5 

after completion of the basic course at CLT, and once operationa~2y 6 

ready and transferred to Monkey Mountain FOB (MMFOB), Danang,~ec~~e 7 

the responsibility of the ~U~FOB Commander and his VN counterpart. 8 

During the summer (SW Monsoon) months when STRATA insertions were 9 

at their height, training at Danang consisted primarily of specific 10 
-' 
, pre-mission and refresher training. During the last quarter of the 11 

year, when first the NE Monsoon and then the bombing hault,slowed 12 

and then stopped missions in NVN, MMFOB training was characterized 13 

by a series of field training exercises in the Dalat area of R~t 14 

with the purpose of: (a) improving the teams' efficiency in communi- 15 

cations, land navigation, reporting, and forward air guide procedures, 16 

(b) maintaining the teams' operational readiness, and (c) preparing 17 

the teams' for commitment in the Prairie FirelDaniel Boone areas in 18 

the event operations in NVN continued to be prohibited." II 19 

G. COMMUNICATIONS 

Communications with Long term 'agent teams was through the hi&~ 

frequency radio system . 

--- Short term teams (STRATA) communicated directly 

with FOB. Danang using the SSB HF radio or-via an airborne relay using 

AW/PRC-25 radios. I 

20 

21 

22,.-
-- '::::::-==-- -:.. ' . 

23 

24 

25 

?6 

27 

28 , 

29 

30 

I (TS) Historical Summary. Airborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual His~orical 
Summary" 5 Jan 69, p 115,116. (SA~SA) 

II (TS) ibid. p 82. 
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2. RESUPPLY COMMUNICATIONS. Proper communieatlcos 

1 

2 

with active agent teams,just prior to resupplY,was particularly 6 

important. A message of intent to resupply was sent to tbe team 7 
to the mission being conducted. 

10 days prior IDuring the day that resupply was eXpected to be 8 

accomplished, a special broadcast (contact) schedule was for- 9 

warded to Bugs. The teams received this schedule seven days 10 

prior to resupply. On the day of re~upply the appropriate 11 

team was notified from one to three hours prior that the air- 12 

craft was on its way or had to cancei. " 13 

'. 
'. . 

--'!- ,y ".~. 

t: ('.L'S) Report. ~·lACJ3. nAD HOC Evaluation Group Renort ~ It 1~ Fph 1968, 
._ . Timberwork (c) p II (SACSA) . 

•• (TS) SOP, Airborne Studies Group. 25 March 1969, p 18 (SACSA). 

C-b-34 Annex B to 
Appendix C 



.' , 

PART III. OPERATIONS ;(U) 

A. INTRODUCTION 

Airborne operations are presented in the paragrap,bs that. follow 

by the various programs that were controlled by the Airborne Sectiun 

of SOG: Long-Term Agent Teams, STRATA Teams, Singleton Ageotz, 

,~d Diversionary Operations. This presentation will be chronQlogical 

in a sense 'because until 1968 the Long-Term Agent Program represented 

essentially the entire airborne effort. (The first two 'STRt.1.A 

teams were infiltrated in late 1967.) 

B. BACKGROUND 

Twenty (20) other teams were lost during 

the infiltration phase in this period. Three teams were 

resupplied; 27 missions were aborted. 

(See Figure CB-5 for summary of these ooerations.) 

C. GENERAL CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS 

1 

2 

3.­

ft 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

1ft 

15 

,16 

17 

18 

19 

Initially, agent teams were infiltrated by parachute from 2P , -.... - . 

the C-12~ fixeq ~1rcraft or put ashore by boat. (ARES was infiltrated-2~~--' 

by boat in 1961.) As covered in Part I, in September of 1965, 22 

23 

missions to the extent that C-123 aircraft could transfer the teams 2ft 

to helicopters for onward movement. Following this clearance, teams 25 

were inf Itrated by: (a) direct parachute 1nsertion from C-123 26 

or C-130 (later) aircraft originating from Tan Son Nhut or Camp 27 

Long Thanh, or; (b) helicopter operations originating from 28 

Nakhon Phanom with refueling stops in Northern Laos if required. 29 

I (TS) History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History, 196ft," 
p. 11-9. (SACSA). 
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nGUIII CB·5 

tlIMWIt CN 'S'F.AH HISTORIES, 1961-1%/+ (U)Y 

Te~ 11..-0' 
Or1stnal III111M~ !!!0I.Il!E11d!1Ie1ntoree4 Hen Lat Uld &e •• oJ1! Aiant. Action. CaDpleted 

ht, Dropped. IIIIlW lI~r 

ARr.:l r.b 61!l 1 Hone lion. 1I1 ... W.D 1r.1UtHl attellPt111& to reRW:Q' 1 Recrulted .1x AleDt •• 
by •••• 

nt:U. II .1l1li 62 7 18 Aug 62 0 '1'lIn\e 41.d, I1clcne .. .JAf1l- 10 Sabo~e r.l1 ltne 
26 .1ul 6lt 0 31 A,,« 63. 
H 1I0Y 611 T One k1110d 1D 3u.p (800) 

EJlCU: 28 Jun 611 6 1I0ne Hone 0... cUad, .1clc.M •• (eca). 5 HODa 
<, I F.Ab'Y 9 All« 63 8 23 Apr 6lt. 0 On. 41ed, .1ckllea. (eca). 10 Cont.c, vlen rel.tl~e. 3 Jan 6111 

18 J'IIl 6lt 6 TbH. killed 011 _bub 160&\ 6lt. recruiWd Lvo ln412ZDOUI ••• e", 
I've rlnea 9 JUIl I .. bUlb 
24 Oct 64. 

REHJ5 16 Apr 62 6 12 All« 63 2 19 Road II1Md, 18 !fey 63; tvo 
23 Apr 6lt 3 'br1de:" I&bot,qad, 19 AUS.6/t. 
22 Oct 611 /t 
22 bea 611 Q 

'IOORBl LLaf/ 16 Mot)' 62 8 12110'162 0 rOW' 1r.1UK lD 3~ "SftfA 3 800). 15 !lr1de:a .alIoWS.d, 8 Dec 62. 
coors 27,.,611 T '1'vo .kl11ed in UIbuab, 11' beY 6lt Bnde:a nbot,qed, all Bep 62. 

24 Jill 611 6 (3 CAS/3 SlG). Bride:e oabot,qed, 111 Oct 6l>. 
19 IlcK: 6It II 

A'fflU 25 Apr 6Ii 6 HOM Ilona SiX tu ... cAptured (eca). 0 Kone 

DOONE 29 Jul 64 9 110M lODe 1l1ne 'IlRV _oed c.pture and trlal 0 lIone 
ot .oven lien. One »IA on drop, one 
~~ (.1 •• 1na)· , 

llUFf'hLO 19.11U1 64 10 lione lion. 'l'etI IlRV _04 oaptva • trl.1 (sea). O~ Kone 

lA'Yi'US 19 .!I1y 61. 6 llone KOIIa 81lr. MY 1WIOWICe4 .ptun .. tr.11 (800). 0 lion. 

SCOfU'IOII 17 Jun 64 6 lione lion. Sh: 'IlRV &nnOWlCed C.ptve .. tr1al (800). 0 lion. 

", I 
... ~~ TOrAL ••• 38 SOO _ .. __ .. -

t.1 !',our(:e: ('IS) HI 1I10ry, MACSOO, • "-x A LO KACY C __ Hl&\ol7. l!/6l1 (U),· p. 11-15. 

::P..crrA-
el .lnll.n.,·.woo. "1 ,-ell. 
~I Oot- ncb 1<111e4 JnfUtrat1na ,., 62 and Mq 6lt. ~o lcJl1a4 Jnrl1Lrallna Ju17 ~ • 

....,; . '.I •• ::;Ga 
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u. VOl. Four agents infiltrated on 18 'October 1961. 

flo contact ever established after infiltration.* 

v. Teams 915 and 919. The teams had been recruited jn 1U~'? spring 

and summer of 1968, but had not completed training at th~ 

time of the 1 November bombing halt. Team 915 commencec t.rai,n!ng 

at Camp Long Thanh in October and 919 in January 1969. The 

~ , 

. ... 
.. .. 

teams were recruited in SVN from persons who had migrated in tr.e 1950s i 

from NVN to the Danang and Nha Trang areas. Team 915 first 

mission on 12 January was a 10-day infiltration 20 kilometer 

for a roadwatch mission. The team completed 

a longer~ 20 day. mission in February. also MI - Both 

missions were judged successful. Team 919 performed its T1rst 

mission. also ..J·on 9 June 1969. The team was attacked 

immediately after infiltration and had to exfiltrate \dth a loss 

t: 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 

of three men. These two teams have remained under the operational 15 

control of OP-36. Airborne Studies Group. 

5. Summary. Figure B-15 is an abbreviated chronology of 

all recorded long-term agent team infiltrations from 1961 through 

the final insertion in 1967. 

E. STRAT A TEAl,' OPERATIONS 

1. General Conduct of Operations 

a. Authority. By the original authority message for STRATA 

operations**'~INCPAC was authorized to approve STRATA missions 

with the Joint Chiefs of Staff an information addressee on all 

messages. CINCPAC approved 15 STRATA targets in a series of 

messages transmitted from May of 1967 until July 1968. (See 

STRATA It Authority" file in SACSA.) Mission numbers were assigned 

byCINCPAC and authority was given to ~rike an approved target 

on more than one mission. 

4l (TS) History, 14ACSOG. "Annex G to MACV 1967 Command History, tI 
p. G-III-4-22. (SACSA) 

** (TS) Msg,CINCPAC~ 120052Z Apr 67. (SACSA) 
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FIGURE B-15 

Chronology of Long-Term Agent.Team 
Inserts 

Team Date How Pers Rem ar\: s 

1. ARES Feb 61 Sea 1 Radio cory tact continues in Apr b9 

2. ATLAS "tar 61 Air 

3. CASTER "lay 61 Air 

4. DIDO Jun 61 Air 

S. EOtO Jun 61 Air 

6. TARZAN t Air 

7. EUROPA Feb 62 Air 

8. mvs 16 Apr 62 Air 

9. TOURBILLON 16 ~Iay 62 Air 

10. EROS Jun 62 Air 

11. PEGASUS 13 Apr 63 Air 

12. JASON 14 ~Iay 63 Air 

13. DAUPHINE 4 Jun 63 Air 

14. BELL 4 Jun 63 Air 

IS. BECASSINE Jun 63 Air 

16. BART 7 Jun 63 Air 

17. TELWS 7 Jun '63 Air 

4 2 KIA, 2 captured on landin, 

4 Contact lost Jul 63 in Laos 

4 Doubled, played, terminated 

3 Doubled, played til Aug 62. tel~in~ted 

6 Insert date unk. 1 ast radio amt a.u: 
Jun 63, presumed captured 

5 Last radio contact 27Jan64 1.0 .HVN 

6 Reinf 2 men l2Aug63, 3 men 23Apr64. 
4 men (Tm ALTER) 220ct64, 4 men Jan 
65. 2 men 21Aug67. 13:'lay68 NVN An­
nounced capture of SVN ranger taz 

in REf.IlS area 

8 Reinf 7 men (1m COOTS) 27May64. 7 men 
(Tm PERSEUS) 24Ju164. 6 men tempor­
arily (Tm VERSE) 7Nov65. 2 men (1m 
TOURBILLON BRAVO) 24Dec66. Reinf 
radio apr sent duress signal in Jan 
67. Tm being used as diversion as­
set thru Apr 69. 

5 Doubled, played, terminated 

6 Captured soon after landing 

5 Captured soon after landing 

5 Captured soon after landing 

7 Reinf 7 men (1m GRECO) 14Nov64. Last 
radio contact 19"~r67, dropped 3 
Jul 67. 

6 Captured soon after landing 

5 Captured soon after landing 

4 Captured soon after landing 

c-b-63 Annex B to 
Appendix C 

. .. ,,- .. 



t. 

.' , 

· r 

IS. mDAS 

19. NIKE 

20. GIANT 

21. PACKER 

22. EASY 

FIGURE 8-15 (TS) (Cont'd) 

l~ Jun 63 Air S Captured soon after landing 

10 Jun"63 Air 6 Captured Soon after landing 

Jul 63 Air 6 Captured-soon after landing 

Jul 63 Air 6 Captured soon after landing 

9 Aug 63 Air 8 Reinf 6 men (Tm PISCES) l8Ju16~. S men 
(Tm HORSE) tolay 65, 9 men l7Sep6!i 'i 3 1J'en 
ISOct65 (Tm DOG/GECKO). DOG/GECKO red~$ig 
EASY ALPHA, separated 300ct65. EASY ALPHA 
rejoined in Jul 67. Last radio contact 
26Apr68; 7Aug68 NVN ne~spaper announced 
capture of 12 SVN Rangers, correctly 
identified Tm Ldr. 

23. [no name] 12 Aug 63 Air 2 Reinf for Tm REMUS 

24,. SWAN 

25. BULL 

26. RUBY 

4 Sep 63 Air 6 Captured soon after landing 

7 Oct 63 Air 7 Captured soon after landing 

5 Dec 63 Air 8 Captured soon after landing 

27. [no name] 23 Apr 64 Air 3 Reinf for Tm RFJ.IUS 

28. ATTILA 

29. LoruS 

30. COOTS 

25 Apr 64 Air 6 Captured soon after landing, Action 55? 

19 t-lay 64 Air 6 Captured, tried by NVN 

27 t-la)' 64 Air 7 Reinf for Tm TOURBILLON 

31. SCORPION 17 Jun 64 Air 7 Captured. tried by NVN 

32. BUFFALO 19 Jun 64 Air 10 Captured, tried by NVN 

33. EAGLE 28 Jun 64 Air 6 Jun 68 analysis: Tm believed under NVN 

34. PISCES 

control. 3 men still in Tm. inst'd to 
move south, began move Nov 68. Still in 
radio contact 69. 

U) Jul 64 Air 6 Reinf for Tm EASY 

35. PERSEUS 24 Jul 64 Air 7 Reinf for Tm TOURBILLON 

36. BOONE 29 Jul 64 Air 9 Captured, tried by NVN 

37. ALTER 22 Oct 64 Air 4 Reinf for Tm REMUS 

3S. GRECO 14 Nov 64 
(CENTAUR Team) 

mlUs ALPHA t-Iay 65 

Air 7 Reinf for Tm BELL 
(28) Tm destroyed 10Dec64 in C-123 crash on 

Monkey "IOl1Iltain, Da Nang. See pg 11-
J-l, 64 Hi~tory 

5 Part of Tm mfUS inst'd to exfil to 
Laos. Last contact 21Aug65 vic TJ 
785367; "Caching radio, heading for 
Vientiane (Laos). If 

39. OORSE tolay 65 Air 5 Reinf for Tm EASY 

40. DOG/GECKO 17 Sep 65 Air 
(EASY ALPHA) 

9 Re1nf for Tm EASY. Later redesig"Tm 
EASY ALPHA (300ct65). Tm rejoined 
Tm EASY in Jul 67. 
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41. VERSE 

42. RO:.IEO 

43. KERN 

44. HECTOR 

45. SAMSON 

FIGURE B-15 (Cont'd), 

. 7 Nov 6S Air 8 Infil to Tm TOURBILLON; 2 men kiA~eA 
as resuit of drop. T:n inst'd T,JI! lx)lI~.­
BILLON in roadl·:atch techniques. 21 
Dec 65, Tm TOURBILLOX gave:; raen t\~ 

Tm VERSE; \'ERSE detached. 27Ju167. 
Ilanoi Radio announced capture. 

19 Nov 6S Helo 10 Oct 66 received msg in cleaJ t1!!xt: 
"RO:-IEO ALREADY CAPlURED. II Las tl"adi9) 
contact SAug68; declared mA <4Nov6i. 

5 Mar 66 Air 9 I man killed on drop, last radio 'Con­
tact SSep66, dropped 7Dec66. 

22 Jun 66 Helo 15 Reinf 11 men (Tm HECTOR BRAVO) 2351ep 
66. HECfOR 6 HEcroR BR.'VO never linked 
up. BRAVO dropped 28Dec66. Last co»­
tact w/HECfOR 15~lar67; dropped 26Jnn67. 

5 Oct 66 Helo 8 LZ in Laos. Last radio contact 2Dec66, 
dropped 1J.fa.r6 7 . 

46. TOURBILLON 24 Dec 66 Air 
BRAVO 

2 Reinf for TOURBILLON. Took in wiretap 
6 electronic sensor devices. 

47. HADLEY 

48. NANSEN 

26 Jan 67 Helo 11 ,-?A-77'f-- Foot inril to NVN. Jun 68 
'-analysis ~ Tm believed captured soon 

after landing. Used as diversion since 
Jun 67, told to exfil to Laos. ~Iar 69 
Tm rept'd they were in Laos again 6 
ready for pickup; could not locate. 

22 Apr 67 Helo 17' 1)A-T?t Tm never reached NVN, 
~nemy vi~LZ, requested exfil. See 

pg G-III-4-lS, 67 History. 

49. [no name1 21 Aug 67 Air 2 Reinf for Tm RE~IUS 

50. GOLDFISH 13 Sep 67 Sea 

51. RED DRAGON 21 Sep 67 Air 

52. VOl 18 Oct 67 Air 

1 Infil by PLo\~fAN' Mission 327. Agents 
had been recruited from detainees on 
PARADISE. Agents were to remain in­
place 60-90 days 6 exfi1 by sea. Never 
contacted. 

7 Widely dispersed on infil. US Case Off 
believed Tm under NVN control. VN Case 
Off believed Tm OK as result of Jun 68 
analysis. Radio contact continues in 
Apr 69. 

4 No contact ever estab after infil. 
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b. Mission. It was originally intended* 

would be well indoctrinated ~ and leave learlet~ and 

posters along the trails in their operational aI·ea~. HOll9~VeT. 

in August 1968. SOG directed that STRATA teams no longer be tasked 

with multiple missions on the same operation. e.g. ,roadwatc.h, . 

prisoner snatch Subsequently" STRA'I"'ll 

teams were charged with only one mission per infiltration, 

principally: roadwatch, reconnaissance, or prisoner snatch. 

c. Typical Mission. Once a STRATA team had been assigned a 

mission objective and a designated area of operations, the 

selected team was alerted and placed in an isolation area. 'Con-

•• 

current with alerting the team, SOG requested diplomatic 

clearance from AMEMB, Bangkok, scheduled C-130 for flight of the 

team from Camp Long Thanh or Danang to Nakhon Phanom, which was 

the helicopter launch area, and requested helicopter support from 

the 7/13th Air Force in Udorn, Thailand, if the team was to be' 

infiltrated by helicopter. The C-130 landed at Nakhon Phanom 

and ground coordination was effected with helicopter crews 

and Nakhon Phanom AF personnel. During coordination, the STRATA 

team changed into NVN uniforms. The helicopters were moved 

1.: 

... :. 
, :: 
.... -

,= 
- -..L: 

,­.... 
, ::: 

c. 

adjacent to the C-130, and the team transferred. The helicopter 2~ 

flew a selected route to the objective area. An air CAP of 2; 

fightt!r=!>ompftI:, aircraft was airborne on an on-call basb to support-i,2f',; ~,,~.:. .. -
the helicopters and team in the event of emergency. The C-130 2= 

orbited over Laos and acted as an airborne command post until the 2: 
team insertion was declared a success ~y the case officer. Case 2~ 

officer personnel returned to Forward Operating Base (FOB) Danang 

and maintained a radio listening watet~1ror approximately ,48 hours. 

Normal radio communication was then turned over to FOB personnel 

who maintained contact with the STRATA team while the team 

remained in the mission area.··· 

I (TS) ReDort. MACJ3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb 1968, 
:yp,r A p • 6 • ( SACSA) 

.. (TS) Historical Summary, Airborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual 
Historical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p.ll. (SACSA) 

H. (TS) ReDol"t. MACJ3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Rer>ort," III Feb 1968, 

. --

.. 
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d. Organizational Change. The bombing halt of -1 WOII.e~..:be!' 

1968 restri<;ted any further operations/ . 
. .........-

STRATA assets, including the Honkey J.10unta:h\ FOB, . 
. ~ Studies 

were turned over to OP-35 (Ground /. Group) far employ'l:ll!"nt in the . 

>, PRAIRIE FIRE and DANIEL BOONE/SALEM HOUSE areas of oper.ati~n. (The 

operations of the STRATA teams from November until July J.9~:9 

will be covered in the Appendices on Laos and Cambod1a.) J~n 

evaluation by SOG of STRATA operations under OP-35 resulted in 

the teams being returned to the control of OP-36 (A1..rbol'ue Studies 1 

Group) on 1 July 1969. The principal factors prompting the 

return was the deterioration of training and morale resulting 

from reduced individual attention devoted to the teams under 

the OP-35 arrangement. 

2. 'Mission Narratives - 1967-1968. Only two teams were 

inserted in 1967; one of which was exfilt~ated. From January 
r-

1968 until the bombing pause of 1 November,~ ~ ~ -, 
---.J 

"T~enty teams were successfully exfiltrated with all members, 
three. teams exfiltrated minus missing members, and Team 120 has 
been missing in its entirety since 17 May. There were twelve 
meeting engagements with enemy personnel [15 STRATA agents were 
lost] ••• Nine intelligence reports were forwarded to higher 
headquarters based upon information gathered by STRATA teams."· 

Narratives of all STRATA missions conducted prior to the bombing 

1. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

: ,.9 
halt ofl ..N.ovembe·r 1968 are included below": '-'~'-':-.' 

a."STRATA III~composed of 7 VN agents was infiltrated by 
CH-3 helicopter L "D A r4 J:m 2110715Z Sep 67. 
Team was to move to roadwatch sites along route 101, vicinity of 
XE l2511 and report real-time intelligence in STRATA Target Area 5. 
Infiltration was accomplished without incident. No enemy contact 
but because of difficult terrain, illness of two team members, and 
lack of water, team was emergency exfiltrated by CH-3 helicopter 
vicinity of XE 10118 on 28l01l5Z Sep 67.~ 

b. " STRATA 112, composed of 10 VN agents parachute 
infiltrated into NVN viCinity WE 7878511 at 22l920Z Oct 67 on 
STRATA Target 1. Enroute to roadwatch site overlooking Junction 

I (TS) History, K!\~SOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 
p. F-III-4. (SACSA) 

.. (TS) Memo, CINCPAC Staff, "STRATA Teams", undated. 
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of route 15 and 101, team made unexpected contact l'rith ene'JIJ and 
requested'exfiltration. Four exfiltration attempts by CH-J heli­
copters were unsuccessful. Team last heard from 7 Nov 67. 
Subsequent r'econ missions failed to locate team and on 1,1 Jan 66 
STRATA '112 was dropped from active agent rolls. 

c. fI STRATA III, cQJIIPosed of 8 -WI ap;ents. infiltrated ":" 
CH-3 helicopter into "Y' or- .:it 1715li1H Mar 68, . 
on STRATA Target 7. Mission of team was t1)conduct roadwatch 
along Route 196. Infiltration was without incident; team moved c~: 
the LZ and established cache site off the LZ and established a 
position at XE li5li018 at 171800H. At 180700H team moved out 
toward roadwatch site and at 1813li5H contacted two squad~ local 
militia. After a twenty minute firefight in which three enemy we~e 
killed or wounded the team withdrew. Prior to withdrawal team 
heard three explosions believed to be M-lli anti-personne.l ntines 
previously emplaced by -team. Team then established an ove.rnight 
'safe area' and at 190700H established radio contact with FOB 
Danang. During day of 19 .March team observed other enemy 
militia activ1ty but had no further contact \':ith enell\V. Team heu:: 
three more explosions, believed to be other !'i-lli mines, from the 
direction of firefight area. At 200700H team contacted 02 FAC 
aircraft. Team made two additional contacts with FAC and on 221C~~~ 
was visually located by aircraft observer. Team was extracted by :~-3 
at 23l3li5H, vicinity XE li170l6. Team found no evidence to deter~~e 
whether or not significant infiltration traffic is passing throug~ ~~e 
local militia force of less than company size. No regular NVA 
activity noted. 

d. nSTRATA 113, composed of 8 VN agents, infiltrated , 
vicinity XE li36l25, by C~-3 helicopter on 310835Z Mar 6~, on STRA~~ 
Target 7A., Team established radio contact \-lith FOB, Danang and 
reported its position on 010755Z Apr 68. No enemy contact reporte:. 
Team reported on 0306l0Z Apr 68 that they had arrived at Base Car.; 
location, Vicinity XE li39l05. No enemy contact. On li April, te~ 
conducted reconnaissance in Base Camp area. Due to lack of ,enemy 
contact, team mission extended for five (5) days in order to provi:e 
ample time for thorough reconnaissance of Route 1961. On 5 April, 
team reported completion of reconnaissance of Route 1961, no infc~­
mation furnished (at this time) on results of reconnaissance. Tea= 
exfiltrated from vicinity XE li17121 at 070805Z Apr 68. 

e. It The FAC control of the helicopter insertion of one 
STRATA team (Uli) and the extraction of another STRATA team (1l3) 
on the same-~ssion is proving to be a sound method for controllr-
of he.l1..Q.Ppte~t?, flying through hostile areas and for locating ,- '::::...=--::... 
LZ '5." . 

f. "STRATA llli, composed of 8 VN agents, infiltrated on 
STRATA Target 7B, vicinity XD li8li985 at 0707li7Z April 1968. 
Team contacted FOB, Danang by voice and CW at 07l0li5Z April 
and on o807l0Z April and reported its position vicinity XD li7li989. 
Team moving toward Route 196, vicinity XD li599. Team contacted 
FOB, Danang by radio (CW) on 0900l5Z April, no enemy contact. 
At 090830Z April, team contacted six enemy armed with AK li7 
rifles. No friendly casualties, enemy-casualties unknown. Team 
instructed to move south to Route 196, Vicinity XD lili97. 110130Z 
April, team contacted FOB, Team located Vicinity XD li66992. 
FOB directed team to move south to XD li696. C~'l radio contacts 
at 120l00Z and 120335Z April. Team located XD li58792. Team 
instructed to cross Route 196, vicinity XD lili96, to take pictures, 
emplace mines, and leave leaflets. On 13 Apr:'l team emplaced r,~-l'; 
mines, left SSPL leaflets and flag vicinity XD li59983 (suspected 

L:- enemy checkpOint). One hour later team he~rd explOsions from the 
direction of the emplaced mines., Team exfiltrated by CH-3 from 
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vicinity XD 1.t32982 at 150920Z April. During exflltratio:n ,t"4I1 sts 
with Jungle penetrators were used for pickup. No friend12 
casualties and unkno~m enemy casualties. Excellent PRe 7~ tt'.Jice 
and CW communications established and maintained throughout 
the operation. Failure of enemy to pursue team after eonta~t on 
9 April indicates that enemy troops are local militia or hav'e 
specific location, such as way station, to goard. 

g. "STRATA 122, composed of lj VN agents, infiltrated on 
STRATA Target 2, vicinity XE 363215 at l50523Z rilay 196fL Ba·dio 
contact established; team leader reported al~ members well and no 
problems encountered on infiltration. On 16 May, team repol'ted its 
location asXE 35lj215; stated that upon completion of the infiltration 
team moved on azimuth of 265 degrees through rugged terrain, 
observed many trails with footprints and traces with direet'jon of 
travel toward 200 degrees. Team located vicinity XE 35~215 and 
reported hearing the firing of heavy weapons (at l52300Z May) 
from an area west of its position (XE 35lj2l5). Team plans t,o remain 
at XE 35lj2l5 and conduct reconnaissance of area. On 17 May» team 
located XE 3522l~ and still encountering high rocky terra1n~ One 
team member reported ill at l6l230Z May and as a result,.team will 
remain temporarily at XE 3522llj. Team observed jet aircraft strike 
to its West at l60920Z May and another airs trike to the North. No 
secondary explosions. Negative enemy contact. On l80lll0Z May, 
team reported its location vicinity XE 3562lll. One team member 
reported ill; FOB provided medical treatment advise via radio. 
Team will move to LZ, Vicinity XE 337216 for planned extraction 
on 21 May. On 19 May, team visually sighted at XE 356218 by 
STRATA FAC observer. Team scheduled for extraction 21 May. On 
20 May, team still located vicinity XE 356218. Team extracted 
Vicinity XE 3521 at 2205~OZ May. Debriefing at FOB, Danang underway. 

" Since one member of the team became ill (later illness was 
diagnosed as severe kidney infection the team determined they could 
not continue mission (rugged terrain co~led with team member's 
illness) on 17 May and team requested lexfiltration7 on 22 May. Fro~ 
17 May until extraction on 22 May the team performed only those 
activi.ties connected with their security, survival, and exfiltration. 
Extraction was accomplished by CH-3, using hoist and jungle 
penetrator. 

"No enemy contact, no friendly casualties. 

"Since the team did not reach its objective (Route 137) no . 
roadwatch information was provided. Some usable information was ".: 
reported concerning terrain, flora, and fauna which possibly could'- '~.::"'.­
be usefUl survIval/evasion/escape information for future operations in 
the area. 

h. "STRATA Ill, composed of 7 VN agents, infiltrated on STRATA 
Target 7C, vicinity XE lIlIolj at lll05ljljZ May 68. On 15 May team 

. reported its location as XElilI0036. Negative contact with enemy. On 
.16 May 68, team reported its location as XElj38l05, no contact "'ith 
enemy, and team moving on azimuth of lll5 degrees. On 17 May team 
located at XE lIlI9098. Team reported hearing rifle fire at l610l5Z 
May at 1,000 meters and 90 degrees from-XE Qlj2008 and dogs barking 
and rifle fire approximately 1,000 meters away on an azimuth of 
10 degrees from XE ljlj2008. Negative enemy contact. Team located 
at XD lj52095 at radio contact l802l15Z May. Team proceeding on 
heading of 1115 degrees toward Route 196. As of 20 May, team still 
in viCinity XD lI52095, will proceed to roadwatch site .. 21 t·lay, 
radio contact continues; team moving on azimuth of 1115 degrees 
toward roadwatch site. On 23 May contact by air to ground voice 
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and FOB to team by CH radio. As of 211O)05Z Nay team locat&".r. 
at XD1l91936; \,Iill move to road\,latch site at XD 4411977. On 250010Z 
I·~ay. team 'rogered' for team traffic and continued t.-:> J')J)'Ve toward 
road"fatch si.te. Last contact 2701115Z May; extraction planned for 
28 "lay, Team extracted from NVH, viCinity XD518926 at. 2:90-4Al:5Z May 
68. Debriefing underway at FOB, Danang on 30 May 66. Debl-.!-efing 
completed 31 May 1968. 

1. "STRATA 120, composed of 6 VN agents, infiltrated on STRATA 
Target 7D, vicinity XE 5206 at 140533Z"May 1968. Radio COoll't·a.:ct 
with FOB established at 150900Z l:ay. Team directed to pro'a:! de 
situation and location report. On 16 May team reported loeation as 
XE 527080 and no enemy contact. Team located at XE 536064 at 
radio cOhtact 170910Z May and reported experiencing dlfClculty in 
movement because of rocky terrain. Team moving east towa~~ target 
area overlooking SONG LONG DAr river and LANG MO village. Team 
last heard from on l70910Z May, vicinity XE 536064. Team supposedly 
split into three two man reconnaissance elements to conduct river 
watch. Communications should be re-established by 21 Hay; if not, 
planned overflight will be conducted 22 May, with observation aircraft 
using FM radio for air to ground contact. On 22 May negative contact 
with FOB Danang, ABCCC aircraft or 0-2 observer, search continues 
on 22 May. No contact on 23 May; all emergency search and contact 
procedures now in effe~t. No contact on 24 May. Emergency contact 
procedures still In effect 25 and 26 May; negative contact. Team 
last reporte~ 170910Z May. Emergehcy contact procedures 
included: Danang FOB single sideband, CW and voice radio broad-
casts on scheduled and unscheduled basis; ABCCC aircraft trans-. 
missions hourly; blind broadcasts over SSPL transmitter; 0-2 
and A-I aircraft overflights using FM radio and search for vi~ual . 
signals. Team is presumed missing. 0-2 aircraft overflights will 
continue to look for team on a periodic basis, 

j. "STRATA 113 (8 VN) infiltrated vicinity XE 2631, on STRATA. 
Target 2A, on 220~211Z May 68. Mission is to conduct roadwatch on 
Route 137. Negative contact with FOB as of 2110500Z May. As of 
260030Z May negative contact with FOB. 0-2 aircraft overflight 
scheduled for 26 May. Air to ground contact established 260530Z May 
via 0-2 aircraft. Team located at XE2803l8; reports difficulty with 
PRC 711 radio. 0-2 observation aircraft flight planned for 25 May; 
STRATA observer will transmit instructions to team via PM radio. 
Team contacted by 0-2 observer aircraft 29 ,·tay, vicini ty XE 
282326. Resupply will be attempted 30 May. Resupply mission 
cancelled 30 & 31 May due to weather. Team last heard by 0-2 
observer air2raft 29 May, vicinity XE 282326. Team contacted by 
0-2 aircraft on PM radio at 020330Z June. Team reported Base 
camploeated-at XE 268325 and roadwatch site at XE 310326. On 
2 June team received two (2) resupply bundles in free-fall drop from 
0-2 aircraft. Team reports negative enemy contact and all team 
members safe. Team scheduled for extraction 5 June. Team 
visually sighted by 0-2 aircraft observer 01l05l0Z Jun at extraction 
LZ vicinity XE 279335; scheduled for extraction 7 June. Team 
extracted from vicinity 279335 at 070328Z June 1968. 

k. "STRATA 111t (7 VN) infiltrated vicinity XD 569869, on STRATA 
Target 113. at 0604l5Z Jun 68. Mission'is roadwatch of Route 1036 
(vicinity XD 638848), Contact with team as of 0707l5Z Jun. Team 
located at XD 596865 as of 090730Z JUt-I; negative enemy contact. 
On 10 JUN team located vicinity XD 628855; team reported hearing 
bombers and rifle fire 091050Z JUN vicinity XD 623876 ans XD630733. 
Team reported 101030Z JUN vicinity XD 631865. At 100830Z JUN 
team reported hearing many bombs approximately 300 meters from 
their position between 100800Z - 100830Z JUN. A 'no bomb line' 
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coordinates XD 620840, XD 650840, XD 6~870 and XD 620870 has 
been established in their area effective 110225Z JUN. Tea~ reported 
many trucks in £!"ea moving south on 111500Z JUN. A new 'no. homb line' 
established'XD £286, XD 6283, and XD' 658~, effective 120300£ JUN. 
At l2l300Z 'Jm: team reported (from vicinity XD 634835) a trw.!k park/ 
motor pool in £!"ea XD 637845. Te;;l.lll reported truck convo:ys (of 
30 vehicles eac~) moving on road between l330Z and 2100Z hours., 
Trucks appeared to be heavily loaded military trucks. Air strikes 
in area have not hit road. At l2l3l5Z JUN team reported tha't team 
leader, Ass't team leader, and one (1) radio operator had not returned 
from reconnaissance. Team contacted FOB 140200Z JUN from 
vicinity XD 6l~a65 and reported that the three missing teaD members 
apparently contacted enemy during morning hours of ,12 JIm. Small 
arms fire and g!"enade explosions were heard at base camp by the other 
four team membe!"s. No contact with three (3) missing members. 
Team (-) locate~ by STRATA observer in 0-2 aircraft at XD 608868. on 
140550Z JUN. ?earn moving west to extraction LZ. On 15 JUN team 
(-) contacted v!cinity XD 613866 by aerial observer; team continuing 
to move to LZ, no enemy contact reported. Team (-) contacted FOB 
Danang at 160330Z and 160700Z and reported location asXD 597865. 
Team (-)1. four indigenous members extracted vicinity XD 597865 
at 1808lt~Z JUN. 

1. "STRATA 1~5. (1 CAMB) infiltrated vicinity WE 629911, in 
STRATA Target ~!"ea Ill, at 190535Z June. Mission is roadwatch 
trail activity ~icinity WE 115900. Negative radio contact as of 
210550Z June. :eam visually sighted at 220530Z June at WE666906. 
Team contacted 0-2 aircraft on FM radio and sent coded message to 
STRATA air observer. Team contacted by radio 24 June at WE100920; re­
supply scheduled for 250900Z June. Resupplied 26 June. Enemy 
contact 21 June vic WE 111925. No friendly ~asualties; one enemy 
KIA and two WIh. Team position compromised; exfiltrated 290119Z 
June '68. The exfiltration CH-3 received three hits from small 
arms approximately 1 KM from LZ; no c·asualties. 

m. "STRATA Ill. (1 VN) infiltrated vicinity XD 551921, in STRATA 
. Target Area 13h, at 200531Z June. Mission is roadwatch of Route 

1036 •. At 21023CZ June, team reported its location at XD 568912; 
negative ene~~ contact~ team moving toward roadwatch position on 
Route 1036. Team visually located at XD 551921 when contacted 220030Z 
June; negative enemy contact. Team contacted by radio 240145Z June, 
location XD 629£94; negative enemy contact. Enemy contact 24 June 
vic XD 642893; laid mines and withdrew. Mines exploded shortly after 
withdrawal. Te~ safe vic XD 598890. Team reported safe 27 June, 
moving toward resupply DZ vic XD 586894. Second enemy contact . _ .•.. 
300925Z,.June . ..Y.1c XD 572902. One friendly WIA, estimate 3 enemy WIA :::::-=-.-.:: .. " 
(possibly DIA). Exfiltrated 300111Z June '68 vic XD 568893. 
Circumstances surrounding the wounding of one team member and 
inconsistencies noticed during debriefing have lead to the confinement 
of the team mer-bers during investigation by a SVN security agency and 
their removal frem the STRATA Program. 

n. "STRATA l11 (1 CAMS) infiltrated into NVN vicinity XD 440932, , 
on STRATA Target H7Eat 210538z June. Mission was to observe, 
report, and record amount and identity~f all traffic utilizing Rte. 
196. Radio contact was established wit~ FOB Danang and at 290600Z 
team reported its location as XD 412948; no enemy contact. On 30 

. June team reported its location as XD 464955; no enemy contact. 
On 2 July, team established roadwatch site at XD 439780; nothing 
Significant reported. On 3/4 July, from a roadwatch sLte at XD 
389150, team repo!"ted 'no enemy traffic of any description observed'. 
Team actually patrolled road and saw no evidence of recent use. 
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On 5 July, team reported from vicinity ~D ~35002; no ~l~~ 
contact. Team exfiltrated from vicinity XD ij35002 at 06073n6 
July. Upon .completion of debriefing it tlaS decided tha!t: 'tne 
portion of Rte. 196. designated as STRATA Target 7E. is no ],onger 
considered a lucrative target for STRATA operations. 

o. "STRATA 118 (7 VN) infiltrated '""Dr't'il"t" 
in STRATA Target I2B, at 070931Z JUL b(j; no enemy contact. Mission: 
roadwatch on Rte 137. At 100230Z Jul, team contacted FOD ~~nang 
and reported no enemy contact. At 100615Z JUL, team reported to 
STRATA aerial observer that they had made contact anj were pursued 
by enemy troops; reported all team members safe. Team enp1aced 
M-l~ mines in area and withdrew to vicinity XE 295370. Team 
directed to move to vicinity XE 28q351 for extraction. At 110230Z 
JUL. team reported all members safe and located at XE 305370. On 
12/13 JUL, team continued to evade ene.ny enroute to extract.ion 
site located vicinity XE 28q351. Team extracted from vicinity 
XE 292366 at lq0825Z JUL 68. Team did not accomplish its surveil-
lance mission of Rte 137. Roadwatch mission against Rte 137 resched~:;: 
for on or about 30 JUL 68 • -p. "STRATA 9~ (7 VN) infiltrated "'D19-11't- on 
STRATA target 113B, at 130652Z JUL bH. Mission: roadwatch Rte 
1036 (Bat Lak Road). 15 July radio contact established; team 
reported being pursued by enemy, no casualties. At l6l0qOZ JUL, 
team reported its location as XD 612827. On 21 JUL. team reported 
that it had established base camp at XD 618825; three team members 
conducted reconnaissance for roadwatch site. Base camp team . 
members reported hearing small arms and explosion from direction of 
three recon members. Last contact 210855Z JUL. On 23 JUL team 
reported that the three r.econ members rejoined remainder of team 
at base camp; no friendly casualties. Recon element reported (1) 
that it was unable to reach proposed roadwatch site because of enemy 
security in area; (2) identified two other enemy-used trails 
and (3) distributed SSPL materials and took photos of area in 
viCinity of Rte 136. Team located vicinity XD 61q833 on 2q Jul. 
On 26 JUL team located vicinity XD 59q823; extraction scheduled 
for 28 JUL. Team extracted from vicinity XD 59q823 at 2807q2Z JUL 6:. 
~eam tailed to accomplish primary mission of roadwatch on Rte 
1036. Secondary mission of distribution of SSPL material 
accomplished. During debriefing •. interrogation response variance 
among team members resulted in the credibility of the team becoming 
questionable. Further interrogation, evaluation and remedial 
training underway. 

q."Sl'.JtATA_9.3 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XE 202Q58, 
on STRATA target ,q, at 1506ij5Z JUL 68. Mission: roadwatch on 
Rte 101. Located vicinity XE 196Q67 at l5l005Z JUL;reported terrain 
conditions difficult. At l607Q5Z team reported its location vicinity 
XE 198Q88; one team member sustained leg injury in fall from steep 
cliff. On 21 JUL, team moved to vicinity XE 19Q476; because of 
injured team member and rough terrain team scheduled for extraction 

'on or about 23 JUL. On 17 JUL, team reported a water shortage and 
requested, thru STRATA aerial observer, directions to nearest 
water. Team was informed that water a~ilable at XE 193ij67. 
Team failed to locate water. On 18 and ?O Jul aerial resupply of 
water attempted; in both instances resupply unsuccessful as water 
containers were broken upon impact. Team then directed to move to 
extraction site vicinity XE 19ijij76 and on 23 JUL, team extracted 
from vicinity XE 196ij73. Team 93 failed to accomplish assigned 
misSion of roadwatch on Rte 101. 
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r. "STRATA 115 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN, viclnit, \ff.o T39891 

at 210530Z JUL 68, on STRATA Target 1I11A. Mission: conduct 
reconnaissance and road'llatch on unnumbered routes vicjni'ty ~:!E 
710923. Team located at WE 727906 at 220817Z Jul; no ene~ 
contact. Team located vicinity WE 729911 as of 2110700Z ,lui 68; 
no enemy contact. Team located vi-cinity WE 726912 on 25 Jul; 
no enemy contact. On 26 Jul, team located vicinity WE 12~917; no enemy 
contact. Team located vicinity WE 714920 on 27 Jul; resupply 
scheduled for 1 Aug. Team visually sighted by STRAT~ aerial 
observer on 31 Jul in vicinity WE 691911; air to ground radio contact 
established. On 1 Aug, AI-G resupply aburted when team reported DZ 
insecure; team directed to move to vicinity tIE 7'-10890. Last. 
reported location WE 691912 as of 1 Aug. On 4 Aug teamr.eported 
location vicinity WE 715892; visual and radio contact established 
with FAC aircraft on 6 Aug 68. Extraction planned rOT 9 Aug. 
Last reported location was WE 745891 as of 8 Aug. Team believed 
to have had contact with enemy forces 7-9 Aug Vicinity WE 138891. 
Aerial search for team underway 9 Aug. Adverse weather 9 tllru 11 Aug 
affected visual search. Aerial observer believed he Sighted team 
vicinity WE 740880 on 12 Aug; observer received beeper signal on 
URC 10 radio and observed panel atop a 60 ft. tree. Adverse 
weather in area on 12/13 Aug; extraction planned for 14 Aug. 
Three (3) team members'extracted from vicinity WE 696825 at 
l40732Z Aug 68; search will be conducted for four (4) ndss1ng 
members. 

"Highlights from debrief of team 115: Team observed movements of 
15 enemy groups (20-30 men each) on 06l030Z Aug; team was located 
WE 742890 and enemw troops were moving along stream bed from NE to SW. 
At 070330Z AUg, an enemy platoon moved into team base camp Vicinity . 
WE 7·42890. Ten minutes firefight resulted in one team member tUA 
and left behind. Three other missing team members last seen 
during firefight. Prior to evacuation surviving team members 
distributed SSPL material Vicinity WE 711923. Team accomplished 
primary mission in locating terminus unnumbered four meter wide 
road (previously reported 8 Jul 68) at vicinity \-IE 7119211. Secondary 
mission of locating truck park vicinity WE 728913 also 
accomplished (area was located but no evidence of personnel or 
vehicle activity). Additional mission of distribution SSPL material 
was also accomplished at WE 711923. E and E techniques used by 
the three survivors proved sound; E and E route provided sufficient 
food and water. From all indications the three missing team 
members are still evading; aerial search efforts will be continued. 

s. "STRA'TA Team 119 (6 VN) infiltrated "t'f.,-A ~;' •. 
at 290558z 'JtJ:l 68, on STRATA Target U3C. Mission: roadwatch on·-...... ~ -=. 
route 1036 from vicinity XD 660945. On 31 July, team located 
vicinity XD 604924; team reported hut and watch tower vicinity XD 
595724, no enemy contact. As of ,I Aug, team located vicinity 
XD 614397; no enemy contact. Team located vicinity XD 627934 on 
2 Aug; negative enemy contact. Team located vicinity XD 637937 
as of 4 Aug; no enemy contact. On 6 Aug, team reported observing 
3 anti-aircraft guns fired from vicinity XD 676944 and enemy 
security force in vicinity XD 680950; team located vicinity XD 
666194. On 7 Aug team reported observing two cars/carts viCinity 
XD 586846. On 8 Aug team reported sound of estimated enemy 
platoon firing AK weapons and reported hearing the firing of two 
rounds of artillery. Team located Vicinity XD 653945 on 9 Aug. 
Team moved toward extraction site ViCinity XD 590920; extraction 
planned for 13 Aug. On 10 Aug, team reported enemy search party in 
area; extraction planned for 13 Aug •. vicinity XD 590920. On 12 
Aug, team located vicinity XD 602921. Team reported two members 
separated from the rest of team (cause unknown); because of adversA 
weather in area extraction scheduled for 14 Aug. Four (II) team 
members extracted from vicinity XD 584926 at 140908Z Aug 68; 
search will be conducted for two (2) missing members. 

__ t':t ""-. 



( .. 

.' , 

"Highlights from initial debrief surviving member$ or tea..". llg: 
Team leader and scout departed on recon"'at 100060Z Au!; frem 'ric!::::' :-:: 
XD 62837. Team (-) heard ;·!eo voices at .100700Z Aug in lI(icilt:ri ty ::-=.5:­
camp; team (-) evaded. thus became separated from other t~o (rec~~ 
party) members. While evading team observed new tra:i 15 in :a:rea. ':",'::: 
trucks Vicinity XO 688Q14; tl.,.O nel'l roads suspected to be b;Y-lPass 
routes for Rte 1036, and observed many "rood-cutters eleariTlb' area. 
Team emplaced J·1-11l mines vicinity "XO 65791111 and dis·trlbuted SSPL 
material vicinity XO 659940. Team took photos throughout ~a 1~ 
vicinity of'XO 5759211, XO 585919, XO 590923 and x0635S35. Other 
pictures taken but film in possession of team leader who is MIA. 

t. "STRATA Team u6 <7VN) infiltrated _ v;4-,,..,. 
"Vt1--n1- Jat 050810Z Aug 68 on STRATA Target 1130. Mlsslon: eapture 
llVA pr'isoner and place t·~-14 mines on routes of military traf:fic. 
No radio contact on 6/7 Aug. Team located vicinity XD 6258~1I as c~ 

.8 Aug. On 10 Aug, team located vicinity XO 651837. Team located 
vicinity XO 634845 on 11 Aug. Extraction scheduled ror ~5 Augi 
last radio contact 11 Aug 68. Team located XD 592327 on 15 Aug; 
extraction planned for 16 Aug. Team extracted for vicinity 
XD 592828 at 160709Z Aug 68. . 

"Team had no visual or physical enemy contacts. Prior to 
extraction team located and investigated deserted "settlement". 
Area contained several supplYi personnel and commo bunkers, and 
several buildings. Settlement appeared to have been recently 
used; team booby-trapped commo bunkers with claymor.e mines. 
Team did not accomplish primary mission of capturing a prisoner 
nor were they able to observe Rte 1036. This was team l16's first 
mission; reporting on settlement area/camp site was thorou'gh 
and complete to include photos and sketch. 

. 11 "STRATA Team u8 (6 VN) infiltrated "Pt4--;--rt-
'D.!'Pt :at 0605114Z Aug 68 on STRATA Target i'zc. Mission: roadwatc:-. 
on Route 137 from vicinity XE 330180. As of 8 Aug, team located 
vicinity XE 268306. On 11 Aug, team located vicinity XE 281307 
and reported being chased by enemy. Team located vicinity XE 

. 287307 as of III Aug. On 15 Aug team located XE 293301l and reporte~ 
enemy.(unknown size) in area. On 17 Aug team reported they had 
observed an estimated enemy Bn. moving NE to SWat XE 298301l; te~ 
located vicinity XE 291301. Team visually sighted, at XE 263314 
at 200700Z Aug by STRATA aerial observer; voice contact establist-e~ 
at same time. Team extracted from vicinity XE 261111l at 2l0611lZ 
Aug 68. 

._. -~-~-,-'~-~--~ 

"Oebriefing highlights: Team reported v'1sual and/or physical 0. 
contacts with enemy personnel on 15. 16, 17 and 18 Aug. On 15 .- ,~..:...." 
Aug three team-'members on recon observed NVA soldiers fleeing fro~ 

-. -

airstrikes vicinity XE 313321 to XE 296296; airstrikes lasted seve~al 
hours with sorties of two Jets striking approximately every twent7 
minutes. .About 30 NVA soldiers (carrying four wounded) moved to\·:~5 
recon site on morning of 16 Aug; enemy dressed in black uniforms, 
armed with AK-1I7's, BAR's and mortars. Recon element was seen by 
enemy and then recon element withdrew. 

"At l6l130Z Aug the team members went out to observe Rte. l37i 
located an enemy base camp vicinity XE~97302. Four enemy soldie~s 
approached team, fired on team and team withdrew from vicinity 
XE 293301. Enemy searched for team members throughout the night. 

"On 18 Aug ,.,hile three team members were taking photos vicini~:: 
XE 306313 a company of enemy appeared; team withdrew after short 
fire-fight (unknown n~mber enemy casualties; no friendly casualties;; 
team emplaced f.1-11l mines along route of withdrawal. 
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"Duri:lg the period l72300Z - l80050Z; Aug teru1! obse"f'V"!"'iiI D't>dy 

of troops (270 by count, more not counted) moving Sli, vjeini ty 
XE 2ge29~, on trail parallel to Rte. 131. Troops were ~~essed in 
black uniforms, carried machine guns, AK-~1's, 50 cal :Me, ll<r.>rtars, 
and larger unidentified weapons. 

"Tear. \-:as not able to observe Rte. 137; observed several usable 
trails paralleling Rte. 131. SSPL material was placed .a.t };E 
306313; photos taken throughout area; f.l-l~ anti-personnel xnnes 
emplaced vicinity XE 306313 and XE 300310. Team reported that 
enemy voices heard spoke with South Vietnamese accents. 

v. "cT?ATA Team 94 <7 VN) infiltrated »A vA 
-0 A-~ .1at 11l09l5Z Aug 68 on STRATA Target 113E. rUssion: 
Road\'1atch ~te. 1036. Team located XD 563859 on 15 Aug. On 
16 Aug team located XD 556862; reported contact with enemy 
platoon at XD 581181 on 11l0830Z Aug. Team extracted fro~ ViCinity 
XD 565860 at 180805Z Aug 68. 

"Debriefing highlights: On 14 Aug, four (~) NVA soldiers armed 
with AK-~7's entered team base camp; during a three minute verbal 
exchange lNA soldiers urged STRATA team personnel to surrender. 
Team opened fire and killed all four enemy personnel. Team then 
wi thdre\': from base camp after receiving. approximately 500 rounds 
of small arms f~re from estimated enemy platoon. During with­
drawal team emplaced thirteen (13) M-l~ anti-personnel mJnes along 
withdra .... :al route; no SSPL material distributed. 

w. "STRATA Team 93 (7 VN) inflltrated( "'t:> 14 ~ 
\>~A- J on STRATA Target IliA, at 310806Z AUG. Mission: Roadwatch 

Route 101. No radio contact on 1 SEP. On 2 SEP, team reported 
enemy activity vicinity XE 252~95. On 3 SEP, team reported 
negative enemy contact; established roadwatch site vicinity IE 
249512. At 06l420Z SEP, team reported hearing artillery fire to 
North of roadwatch site; team was unable to contact ABCCC aircraft 
on 6 SEP. Team reported following information on 7 SEP; from 
roadwatch site at 2l195l2. Team observed 16 covered transport trucks 
moving E to W at 03l200Z SEP. Trucks moved approximately 30 KM 
PH and traveled ten minutes apart. Te~ further reported that 
one infantry squad patrols Route 101 eacQ_day. Team also reported 
one bo~b strike on Rt. 101 near roadwatch site. On 8 SEP, team with­
drew freD roadwatch site due to enemy activity in area; no enemy 
contact. On 9 SEP, team reported observing two trucks moving 
E to W at 09l2110Z SEP; no enemy contact. Team located vicinity 
XE 238512 on._lO SEP; no enemy contact. On 11 SEP, team located ,.., 
vicinity XE 263517; reported enemy patrols in area, on contact with- =-=""~-~-. 
enemy. ~ l2-SEP, team located vicinity IE 268513; no enemy 
contact. Team extracted from vicinity XE 268513 at l40635Z SEP. 

x. "STRATA Team 116 (8 VN) infiltrated· J)A-tl'/-
1)flTtt Ion STRATA Target 113F, at 090655Z 'sEP. Mission: to capture 
a prisoner. On 14 SEP, first radio contact (voice to FOB); team 
reported location Vicinity XD 595926, no enemy contact. Team 
established base camp at XD 557921; ambush site established nearby 
to attecpt to capture a prisoner. No radio contact 15/16 SEP. 
On 17 SEP, team reported termination oC-ambush site; no enemy 
activity in area, and team now patrolling vicinity XD 589920 in 
effort to locate enemy and capture prisoner. No enemy contact 
or activity through 19 SEP. Extraction on 22 SEP cancelled due 
to adverse weather; team located and visually sighted at LZ site 
Vicinity XD 557923 on 21 SEP. Team extracted from vicinity XD 
557923 at 2307l0Z SEP. Mission of prisoner capture not accomplished. 
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"During the period l72300Z - 1800502:; Aug teal'll obse:r"¥~ body 
of treoDS (270 by count. more not counted) moving SU, vicInity 
XE 2ge29~. on trail parallel to Rte. 137. Troops were dll't"ssed in 
black uniforms, carried machine guns, AK-47's, 50 cal :MG., :ruortars, 
and lerger unidentified weapons. 

"Tear;. ,-:as not able to observe Rt;e. 137; observed se'l'erlll usable- ' 
trails paralleling Rte. 137. SSPL material was placed at lE 
306313; photos taken throughout area; r-1-14 anti-personnel lIf<ines 
emplecec. vicinity XE 306313 and XE 300310. Team reported 'that 
enemy voices heard spoke with South Vietnamese accents* 

v. "ST?ATA Team 94 (7 VN) infiltrated "A .... ", 
""D A-nT ,le.t 11l09l5Z Aug 68 on STRATA Target 113E. rUss10n: 
Road''Iatch Rte. 1036. Team'located XD 563859 on 15 Aug. On 
16 Aug teem located XD 556862; reported contact with enemy 
platoon et XD 581781 on l40830Z Aug. Team extracted r.ro~ vicinity 
XD 565860 at 180805Z Aug 68. 

"Debriefing highlights: On 14 Aug, four (II) NVA sold1ers armed 
with AK-47's entered team base camp; during a three minute verbal 
exchange NVA soldiers urged STRATA team personnel to surrender. 
Team ope~ed fire and killed all four enemy personnel. Team then 
withdrew from base camp after receiving. approximately 500 rounds 
of small arms f~re from estimated enemy platoon. During with­
drawal team emplaced thirteen (13) M-14 anti-personnel Ddnes along 
withdra ... :al route; no SSPL material distributed. 

w. "STRATA Team 93 (7 VN) inflltrated( "t> 4 TI"t 
~~A- J on STRATA Target IliA, at 310806z AUG. Mission: Roadwatch 

Route 101. No radio contact on 1 SEP. On 2 SEP, team reported 
enemy activity vicinity XE 252495. On 3 SEP, team reported 
negative enemy contact; established roadwatch site Vicinity XE 
249512. At 06l420Z SEP, team reported hearing artillery fire to 
North of roadwatch site; team was unable to contact ABCCC aircraft 
on 6 SEP. Team reported following information on 7 SEP; from 
roadwatch site at 249512. Team observed 16 covered transport trucks 
moving E to W at 031200Z SEP. Trucks moved apprOXimately 30 KM 
PH and traveled ten minutes apart. Te~ further reported that 
one infantry squad patrols Route 101 eacQ~day. Team also reported 
one bo~b strike on Rt. 101 near roadwatch site. On 8 SEP, team with­
drew froD roadwatch site due to enemy activity in area; no enemy 
contact. On 9 SEP, team reported observing two trucks moving 
E to W et 09l2110Z SEP; no enemy contact. Team located vicinity 
XE 238512 on._lO SEP; no enemy contact. On 11 SEP, team located '.' 
Vicinity XE 263517; reported enemy patrols in area, on contact with-=-=-~-:· 
enemy. ~ 12-SEP, team located vicinity XE 268513; no enemy 
contact. Team extracted from vicinity XE 268513 at 140635Z SEP. 

x. "STRATA Team 116 (8 VN) infiltrated· J:>I'tTtf-
1)hTlt Ion STRATA Target 1l3F, at 090655Z 'g£P. Mission: to capture 
a prisoner. On 14 SEP, first radio contact (voice to FOB); team 
reported location vicinity XD 595926, no enemy contact. Team 
established base camp at XD 557921; ambush site established nearby 
to attecpt to capture a prisoner. No radio contact 15/16 SEP. 
On 17 SEP, team reported termination or-ambush Site; no enemy 
activity in area, and team now patrolling vicinity XD 589920 in 
effort to locate enemy and capture prisoner. No enemy contact 
or activity through 19 SEP. Extraction on 22 SEP cancelled due 
to adverse weather; team located and visually Sighted at LZ site 
vicinity XD 557923 on 21 SEP. Team extracted from vicinity XD 
557923 at 230710Z SEP. Mission of prisoner capture not accomplished. 
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y. "STRATA Team 92 (8 VN) inflltratep' -pA~-)IiCln1t~ 1iit'E 
714777, at 150502Z SEP on STRATA Target ~B. Mission! a~ea recon­
naissance. No. radio contact through 17 SEP. .on 18 SEP» h.:am 
reported successful insertion. establishment of cacbe :sH:e :~t HE 
715799 J slow movement because of difficult terrain, :fron · .. lc.tnity 
\olE 711798 (on 17 SEP) heard three rounds Lf"G fire and sever'al 
artillery explosions approximately-one mile east of their position. 
On 19 SEP, team reportedly on heavily used trail vicInity I:r£ 
712793. On 21 SEP, team reported haviQg been pursued by en~my 
during night of 21 SEP. On 22 SEP, team reported Its location at 
WE 724823 and" reported two enemy companies using trail jn area; 
further reported having emplaced M14 mines and heard subsequent 
explosions during night 21/22 SEP; no enemy contact. Tea. 
reported'its location at WE 720860 as of .240030Z SEP. On 25 SEP 
team located WE 718860, reported negative ene~ contact. Team 
located at WE 698883 on 26/27 SEP; no enemy contact 4 Team 
extracted from vicinity WE 713825 at 2805l7Z SEP. 

NOTE: 

3. 

Subsequent to the 1 November 1968 stand-down STRATA assets 
were retrained/reoriented for operations in the PRAIRIE 
FIRE/SALEM HOUSE areas of operation. Operatio~~ commenced 
in the PF/SH AO's in December 1968. 

Mission Summary. A summary of all STRATA operat..1olls. 

until the bombing halt can be seen in Figure B-16. 

It. STRATA Targets. Fifteen STRATA targets were approved by 

CINCPAC. Figure 8-17 identifies the targets and outlines MACSOG 

justification in each case.· 

5. Target Locations. Figure B-18·· is an abbreviated list 

of the 24 STRATA missions conduc~ed in 1968. Figure B-19.· is a 

chart showing the target area of each mission conducted. (The 

1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

S 

two missions conducted in 1967 and not included on the chart were 9 

directed at target areas 5 and 1, respectively.) 10 

I (TS) Ibid • 
•• (TS) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 

p. F-III-4. (SACSA) 
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