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DEPOSITION OF WILLIAM P. CLEMENTS, JR.
Friday, March 27, 1992

- U.S. Senate

select Committee on POW/MIA

affairs
Dallas, Texas
Defiosition of WILLIAM P. CLEMENTS, JR.,"a witness

herein, pursuant to notice, called for examination by
counsel for the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA A%fairs,
in Conference Room 2C14, Federal Building, 1100 Commerce
Street, Dallas, Texas, commencing at 9:10ié.m., the witness .
having been duly sworn by MICHAL ANN SCHAFER, a Notary
public in and for the District of Columbia, and the
proceedings being taken down by Stenomask by MICHAL ANN
SCHAFER and transcribed under her direction:
APPEARANCES: ’

on behalf of the Select Comm;ttee on PON/MIA Affalrs-

Chief Counsel™
NEAL KRAVITZTESQT -

Investigative Attorney

‘l.
of
[

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. .
1111 14th ST « NW., WASHINGTON DC 20005-5650 (202) 289-2260

—— .,_ - ee




10
"
12
13
14
1%
16
17
18

19

21

24

CONTENTS

WITNESS EXAMINATION
William P. Clements, Jr.
By Mr. Codinha 3

p A R e

CLEMENTS%EXHIBIT NO .

1

0O O N 0 b WN

10

11

 ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. _ )
1111 14th ST., N.W., WASHINGTON;:DC 200085650 (202) 2892260 - - -~ ~ - ** |

AFTERNOON SESSION, P. 123

EXHIBITS

FOR IDENTIFICATioN
6 :

_6

6

45

106

111

118

130

134

LN e i e S e ST TR S




10

1"

12

13

14

15

16

7

18

-}

21

24

anything else. UWe are_f d01ng 1t to everyone.

PROCEEDTINGS

Whereupon,
| WILLIAM P. CLEMENTS, JR.,
a witness herein, called for examination by counsel on'
behalf .of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affa;rs-and
having been duly sworn by the Notary Public, was examined
and testified as follows: |
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL ON BEHALF OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE

BY*MR. CODINHA: o

- . .

A

Q. Mr. Clements, I thank you for being here today.
As I told you before, my name is William Codinha. I sm
Chief Counsel of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA
Affairs. With me is Mr. Kravitz, who is also a counsel to
the Senate Select Committee.
The idea of putting you under oath is something we

are doing with all witnesses on this Committee, and you
should not infer anything from putting you under oatn. It

has nothing to do with our assessment of credibility}or‘

’d llke to ‘o Tig 'A»a 4the procedures thatjfd
we’ll follow in taklng this depos1t10n. 1’11l be putplng-a

serles of . questlons to*you thlS morning, under oath,iwhich -

- you should answer truthfully. If you don’t understand a

,questlon I ask tell me and 1’1l rephrase it in such a way

that you can understand it. If you answer a questlon, I’m

-
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going to assume that you understood it and you’re givﬁng a
truthful answer to that question. :

If at any time you become uncomfortable with~an
answer you’ve glven and wish to change it, elaborate on it,
tak;~someth1ng away from 1t ‘advise me of that fact and I'11
allow you to correct the record here today.

After the transcript of this proceeding is |

prepared you’ll have an opportunlty to read and 51gn it,

o

although because. some of the documentatlon we will be using
is at the Secret level it may be a little difficult ﬁor us
to get the transcript to you, but we will make arranéements
for that to happen. You may have to go somewhere to read it
—- an FBI reading room or somewhere else.-

The deposition will begin at 9:00, or shortly
thereafter. We’ll go until about 11:00 or 11:15. We’ll
then break for ten minutes or so. We’ll then resume%and go
until 1:00. We’ll break between 1:00 and 2:00, or 1:00 and

1:45. The deposition will then resume and will go uﬁtil

3:00, 3:15; then‘:we’ll.break:

4:00 or 5:00. ‘ == P

If at any t1me you wish to stop the dep031tlon

because you’re tired, ‘because you feel you’ve become;

confused by the questioning, if you just need a break —-= if ~

you need a bio break or for any other reason -— tell me.

]

You control the deposition in that sense, and if you need a

o
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break just to walk around and get some air, that?’s fine.

All statements that are made during the de9051t10n
will be on the record. The stenographer is here. She s
taking everything that’s being said today.‘ Unless I§say
ﬁhetrwhatever is said will be off the record; you sheuld
consider that everything is on the record. So there will be
a transcript made of everything.

Do you have any questions about the information

[ J .
™ . .

which I’ve Jjust given you? ’ -
A. I can’t imagine that we’re going to be here as
long as you are saying. ’
Q. Did you have any questions aboup anything i said?
A. No . | |
Q. As I told you, it’s my understanding that there
will be items that I’m going to discuss with you that are at
least at the Secret level. There’s a possibility we;may

discuss things that are at the Top Secret level, and there’s

also a possibility I may put a question to you, the answer.

to which will go intow reve] '_"'hat,'into a Cedeword

level. | : Lo :
If that happens, would _you please advise me if

your answer is going to be at the Codeword level, JdSt

because it will change how we have to handle the deqos1tlon,_

if you remember. Aand 1f you don’t remember, don’t worry

about it.

4

by,
o
[}
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A. We’ll see.
MR. CODINHA: I°d like to mark as Exhibit 1 the

notice of Senate deposition.

{The document referred to was
mar ked Clements Exhibit?No. i
for identification.] ‘

MR. CODINHA: Exhibit Number 2 will be the

subpoena. o .

L4
~ . . Y

- [The document referred to was
mar ked Clements Exh1b1t No. 2
for identification.]

MR. CODINHA: And Exhibit Number - 3, authoriry and
rules of the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs. |
[(The document referredﬁto was
mar ked Clements Exhibiﬁ No. 3
for identification.]
BY MR. CODINHA:
Q. Mr. Clements, would you tell us your full name? -

A. William Perrx;glements::ln.

Q. And where.QQﬁypulwlverf
A. Dallas, Texas.

Q. And what s your home address‘>

AL 4800 Preston Road, pallas, Texas.
Q. With whom do you live there?

A. My wife.

Py
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Q. and do you have children?
A. I do.
Q. and what is your date of birth, sir?

A. April 13, 1917.

Q. What is your social security number?
A. I haven’t the foggiest idea, but I can telljyou.
[Pause.]

449 12-5917.

Q. And where were you born‘> - ' .
A. Dallas, Texas.
Q. 1°d like to discuss with you ﬁow your background
and education. How far did you go in school sir?
A. I was in SMU’s engineering school roughly to the

junior level.

Q. and what years was that, sir?

A. 1936 and ’37, including summer school.
Q. Did you have any further college after t'.hat'.'>
A. I was at the University of Texas for one ygar,

engineering school.

Q. When was that sirf;

A. That was. the next year; *37-°38, I guess.

| Q. Did you graduate from any of those 1nst1tutlons°
A. No, I did not. ‘? "
Q. Have you had any further education following tha;‘

-— any formal education?

il

by
o
1}
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e. I think considerable education since then.
Q. any formal education in terms of going to
institutions of higher learning?

A.' No.

Q. After you left the University of Texas, wo&ld you
just give us a brief synopsis of your employment histor?
following that?

A Ng}l, i went to the oil field in south Tex%s, and
I worked for, ol, I guess a yégr and a half; and Ehe% I was

employed in the engineering department, 0il Well Supbly

Company, which is a subsidiary of United States steeh. And

"I worked for them until January 1, 1947.

puring those years, the war years, I had a‘specialf
classification by the draft board, I guess, that exempted me
and froze me in my engineering capacity. and I was sent to
Canada to work on what is called Wartime Oils, Limited, in
Canada. And I-was up there for a little over a year, and

then I was back here and was connected with, loaned to, or.

farmed out to, seconded:toszthe:zfrmy: Engineers, still frozen

AR

in my salary and capacity

And I was in their wartime division as a war

industry and was actually in charge of putting in héating

e

installations and all kinds of mechanical equipment |in camps
all through the southwest, including Colorado, Oklahoma, New.

Mexico and Texas. And that’s what I did. I was frozen.

T

_ ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. '
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Q.
A.

unfrozen,

Following that, what was your employment "hi
Well, I came back after the war and when I

I went to work again for 0il Well Supply, a

story?
got
nd I

e of

was the area manager located in San Aantonio, in charg

south Texas for 0il Well supply Company, with many

employees, and I think there was a total of 11 different

installations down there under my management .

And I did that until January 1, 1947, and at that
point I went intd the drllllng contracting bU31ness wlth the
help of two people —— Mr. I. P. Larue —- L-a-r—-u-e -7 and
Mr. Toddy Lee Wynne —— W-y-n—-n—-e —— and they were my%
partners. They were old enough to be my father. I fan the
company and they provided the financial means by whiéh‘we
got under way as a poor—boy operation, and it really was.

and we grew then, the company, to a company called
sedco -- S-e-d-c—-o —= which waa an international dr1111n9
tion. .

company, and that’s all it did. It had no oil produc

It was strictly a drilling company working for maJjor

international oil compan he world,. everywhere-in.

the world, really, whe ation,é'
except in Russia. We didn’t have any activities in Russia.-

and I did that until I was asked to go to DOD. 1 -

was chief executive officer. I went to DOD in January of

1973, and was the Deputy secretary of Defense from f73 to

January '77, four years.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. ‘
- 1111 14th ST, NW WASHINGTON DC 20005-5650 (202) 289-2260 L
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Q. and after you left Defense, what did you do?
A. Well, I came back to Texas and I resumed m*
chairmanship of Sedco, and about '84 —— excuse me. i’m

gettlng ahead of myself.

about sometime in late ’76 or 77 1 dec1ded to run
for governor of the State of Texas, and I did, and I won and
I was governor for 4 years. Then, at the end of that 4

years, I went back to Sedco as chairman of the board; and in

glv

like 1984 we were approached by a company called Sluwberget,
and slumberget just insisted that they buy us out, abd we
let them have it.
At that point I went on slumberget s board and

executive committee and was on that board then for about a
year and a half, resigned, and have been looking after my
ranching operations ever since.

Q. Thank you. Prior to going to the Department of

Defense, had you had any direct military experience?

A. I'm not sure what you mean by direct.

Q. Had you serygd:in d forces at any t:J.me‘>

A. No, I had not. I wasrola881f1ed, as I told you,iﬁ
in the perlod of the draft, and I was frozen in my ¢apac1ty,
and in effect I was farmed out to the U.S. Army Engineers,
and my salary at that time was $125 a month. I mada lessi

than a sergeant in the Army, and I was frozen.

Q. Prior to your going to the Department of befense

-

ALDERSON REPORTlNG COMPANY, INC.
- 11 14th ST N. W WASHINGTON 2DC: 20005-5650 (202) 289-2260
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and so on. It was an interminable 18 months. It went on

in 1973, had you received any formal intelligence training?

A. The answer is no.
Q. at any time during your career prior to going to

the Department of Defense in 1973, had you worked for any

other —— pesides what you’ve told me already, when you were
frozen in your position —- had you worked for any goyernment
agency? |

A. I’m not sure what you mean, “worked for."

&° .

. . -

Q. Let me-ask you —— - |
A. That implies I was on their salary. The ahswer is
no, I was never employed by any government agency.
Q. Were you ever an employee or a consultant to the
Central Intelligence Agency?

A. Well, again you are using —— I will expand your

question.

Q. Please.
A. I was asked by President Nixon to serve onfwhat
was called the Blue Ribbon Defense Panel, and I didlthat for

18 months. They have publlshed a report. It was aﬂ

official Pre31dent1al comm1381on~—and during that 13 months.
I, of course, had many, many contacts with the CIA,jw1th the

Department of Defense, with all the services, and so forth

forever, and it required a lot of time and it was a very

worthwhile situation.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. -
1111 14th ST., N.W., WASHINGTON, DC 200055650 (202) 289-2260
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- 12
It lasted about 18 months.

- Q. that?

wWhich 18 months was that? When in time was

A. That would be —— let’s see. I went into Dobbin

January of *73, and it would be the, for any practical
purpose, the prior two years before that.

Q. Was that —-

A. Those dates are easily obtained. It was a

Presidential ,commission and it was prior to the time I went

into DOD. As a matter of fact, if I hadn’t Served that 18

months, rough 18 months, on that Blue Ribbon panel, w%ich

A © 1111 14th ST., N.W., WASHINGTON, DC 200055

was charged with a carte blanche, so to speak, to look at
DOD and make recommendations to President ‘Nixon as to what
needed to be done in DOD at that point in t;me.

Q. Now, in that two years before °*73 -— so welre
talking probably ’71, sometime maybe late in ’71, when you
first got involved in that?

A. The dates are ——

Q. The dates would be a matter of record. . =

A. That’s Fight. - -

Q. But at some tihe you got involved in that. Nhat~é;
was your position on the commission?

A. There was no positibn. Wwe had a chairman, and I
have forgotten his name just offhand, but again that’s a

matter of record. He was with one of the very large

insurance companies. He was chairman of the board of that

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. o
02) 289-2260
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insurance company .
But there were no officers or there were no
|
subcommittees. We operated as a committee Qf the whole.

go to Washington and be there as long as two or three days

at a time.

13

Q. Did you meet with the Secretary of Defense| during

this period?

A. Sure. Laird, and from Laird right on down through

eyerybody. Everybody was ava1lab1e;£o_us and we had

subpoena powers, if we wanted to use them
Q. You said that your charge was ——

A. Look at the Defense Department and tell the

President what needed to be done in DOD.
Q. And did you understand why the President Qanted

you to do that?

al

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 14th ST N W WASHIN 005-5650 By 202) 289-2260

Lewis Powell was a member of that committee, for exa&ple. I
.kn;;-Lewls is still living and he’d be available to you.

Q. How many people were on that commission, 1f you
recall? i |

A. I don’t remember . It s all a matter of re¢ord.

Q. How mu¢h of your tlme did you devote to 1t? .

A. A lot.

Q. Was it a full-time position?

A. Oh, no. Oh, no. But it was the very next thing
to full-time. It required —- we met frequently, and I would
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A. I think I understcod it. I think that he w%s real
unhappy pith the state of affairs in Vietnam and our
commitment to Vietnam and our efforts to get out of V&gtnam.
And_h@ felt that DOD under McNamara and that regime n;eded
to be looked at, in depth, and that there could be a

significant downsizing of DOD, and also that the effo%ts of

DOD and its budget could be directed into different avenues .

than it had Qeen in the past. ..

e
-

We Jusﬁ had a carte blanche chartef -- look at DOD

and ﬁake‘recommendatlons. aAnd that report is available to
you. All you’ve got to do is look it up and you’ve 40t it.
In fact, I’ll give you one if you want one. I have.several
copies.

Q. Well, we?’ll first attempt to find it. I’m sure

jt’s in the Library of Congress. But if we can’t, we’ll

come back to you.
You say you, of course, met with the Secretary of
Defense during this time period. Did you meet with ﬁhe =

LIS

President during this time period? — -

A. Yes . ( i

Q. and how often did you meet with the Presidént in
that time period?

A. Oh, I don’t think that the committee as a whole, I

don’t think that the committee met with the Pre51dent over . .

perhaps, I don’t know, two or three times, maybe.

NES

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 14th ST., N W, WASHINGTON DC 20005-5650,4(202) 289-2260
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Q.

15

Were you able to make an assessment of how

interested he was in the workings?

A.

Q.

beriod?
A.
Q.
Kissinge
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
of time?
CA.
Q.
this tim
A.
record,
is, I'm
Q.
reflecte
A.

Every bi

Extremely.

Did you meet with Mr. Kissinger during this| time

Yes.

and in what position did you meet with Mr.

r? What was his role at the time?

- o?
~U

He was.security advisor to the Presidenﬁz j .
and in that role you met with him? |
Why sure.

Mr. Laird was then Secretary of,pefense?
That’s right.

Did you meet with Mr. scowcroft during that period

No, not to my recollection.

How often did you meet with Mr. Kissinger during

e period? )
I don’t remember.} It would be all a matter of
because that committee and its record and so forthuf‘

sure, available to you.
The actual number of meetings, you thlnk kould be
d? |

I don’t think there’s any question about it.

t of that would be available to you.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 14th ST N W., WASHINGTON DC 20005§650.J202) 289-2260 .
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1 Q. All right. During the time you were on the blue
2 ribbon defense panel for the President, did you look| into

3 the issue of POWs and MIAs?

4 A. We did not.

5 T Q. Did you specifically not look into the issue?

6 A. We did not think that was in our charter.

7 ) Q. Well, you’ve already said you had a carte blanche .

8 charter. You could look into anythlng.

d 9 A. We did, but I just flnlshed saying I d1d npt think
10 that our committee did not feel, in my opinion and my

Lyl recollection, that POWs or the problem of the POWs wgs

12} something that was under our charter. We were concerned

13 essentially with DOD, period —— you know, the Pentagon

14 operation and the services.
15 Q. Did you look into DIA? Do you know what DIA is,

16 first? Of course you do.

17 AL DIA reported to me for four years.

18 i Q. So did you look into DIA? .
19 A. Yes.

20 Q. And the Pou/MIA shop, as it were, was wlthln DIA..
21 A. Not that I remember.

22 Q. Again, this is during the Presidential paﬁel

23 vyears.
24 A. Not that I remember.

25 Q. Now, again I’m Jjust going to hit on this once more

 E-
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because you’ve told me, I believe, that you had carte

blanche, but did you decide not to look into the POW/MIA

issue?

A. .I don’t remember.
Q. But ﬁhat would be a matter of record, if you did?
AL I don’t think that the POUW issue.was a matter of

our concern at that poiﬁt.

Q. It wasn’t a matter of ,your concern as you uwere

‘- -

members of the blue ribbon panel’ - ‘ | .

A. I don’t mean to downgrade whatever you’re d01ng
here, but I’m telling you that at that point, to my
recollection, POWs were not an issue, to my recollecéion.
Now we can go back to the newspapers of that day and so
forth and so on, and we can easily check, but I don’% think
MIAs were at all an issue at that time. 1

Q. Mr. Clements, have you written or published
anything —— firét anything in general?

A. I°m adverse to that sort of thing. _ ‘ .

Q. Once you came into the;pepartment of Defense, in-;'
January of ’73, how did it happen that you decided to beco@§
a member of the Department of Defense?

A. Wwhat’s that?

Q. strike that. How did you decide to join the

Department of Defense?

A. I was recruited by President Nixon.

o
- T

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1 14th ST., N.W,, WASHINGTON -DC. 20005-5650 (202) 289 2260
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Q.

A.

Q.

So Nixon himself asked you to do it?
He certainly did.

All right.

President Nixon wanted you to do?

A.
Q.

A.

Department of Defense.

referred to many times that I had a general manager’s

charter
Q.
charter
A.

recruit

Absolutely;
And what did President Nixon tell you?
He wanted me to be the general manager of
We would normally —— and it
by President Nixon, and I did.

What did you understand a general manager
from President Nixon to mean?

Initially it was in a first order

like 42 or 43 assistant secretaries

of the services, whiéh I did.

Q.

a.

DOD.

Q.

A.

Q.

a.

Q.

What else did you understand were

I was in charge of the day-to-day

of all of DOD?

All of DOD.

And what else did you understand —-
That’s enough.

Did you understand that you had any other

and responsibilities?

A.

Well, I don’t know what you mean by that.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 14th ST., N W WASHINGTON DC 26005-5650 (202) 289-2260
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Q. -Well, you said you had a general manager’s

charter, which meant you could hire.

A. That’s exactly right -- and fire.

Q. Hire and fire. You also had, you said,

rés;;nsibility for the day-to-day operations of DOD.
A. That’s exactly vight.

Q. You’ll have to help me, because I’ve never been in

pob. What does it mean to have,responsibility for tﬁe day-

L) ‘.

to-day operations? o -

A. All of these assistant secretaries and the%service
secretarieé and their assistant secretaries and so f$rth,
there is a so-called chain of command, and‘it comes &p
through and to me as the Deputy Secretary or the gen%ral
manager of DOD. And, you know, this is important fo+ you to
understand, and I’m assuming you don’t.

At that time, in the hierarchy of the Unitéd

States Government the Deputy Secretary and the Secre%ary of -
Defense had exactly the same authorities and, as is %pokenz_
of in DOD, charter. This was necessary because of the
sensitivity of the situation, to where the Deputy Se%retarxil
and the Secretary of Defense could not be out of toAn at the
same time, and in the chain of command, as an example, you
go from the President to the Secretary of Defense té the "
Deputy Secretary of Defense, to the Chairman of the Joint

Chiefs. That’s called the chain of command.

fy
ol
:

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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Aand in the case of the Secretary and Deputy
Secretary, there had to be one of us in town all the time.
That’s the way it worked.

- You have hit upon exactly the next set of

questions I’m going to ask you, which deals with the

hierarchy in 1971 —— I°'m sorry, you got there in ’73, I
think.
A. January, '73. .

‘e

Q. In Jafuary of *73, the hierarchy as itvappiied to
the Defensé Department througﬁ the President, you’ve}
described that the President was at the top. Under him was
the secretary of Defense gnd Deputy Secretary -—-—

Al And the Chairman.

Q. Well, you’ve described the Secretary of Defense
and Deputy Secretary being on a plane, and then below them
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs.

A. That’s exactly right.

Q. Okay. And below that —— : =

A. There isn’t anybody. There literally is in a
disaster situation. You would go to the speaker of the =
House or the Secretary of State and so forth and so on down
the line.

Q. I think you’re talking about war powers. Is that

what you’re referring to now?

A. I’m not referring to anything. I’m_just saying

~ZI T
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that that’s the way it wor ks.

Q.

you know what the State chain was at this time?

21

Okay. That’s the Defense Department chain. -Do

AL I do not.
Q. Do you know who the Secretary of State was during
that period of time, 197372
A. I think his name was Rogers.
Q. Before I leave you gettlng your p031tlon ae Deputy

Secretary of Defense, when had you first known N1xonb

A.

Q.

A.

don’t recall exactly, but I probably

was Vice President under Eisenhower .

Q.
January
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

I think you need to rephrase the term.
When had you first met Nixon?
That's better.

I probably first met him =~ I

first met him when he

What was your relationship with Mr. Nixon prior to
of °732
None.
had met him‘in;passiné?

And when you say none, you
superficially.

Do you know why Mr. Nixon came to you to &e the ©

person who he chose as his Deputy Secretary of Defehse?

A.

Q.

A.

I*ve often wondered.
Have you ever asked him?
No.

You’ve told me Mr. Rogers was the Sgg;etary of
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State.
A. First let me go back to that other questioﬁ.' I

want to make it very clear to you that I have never,yI have

neqer held a polltlcal offlce of any kind except governor of

the State of Texas. I’ve never run for any office eXcept
for the state of Texas. "- .

So. I don’t want you to imply or to be unde+ the
wrong impresSion -- maybe that!s what I neeq_to say -— thet
I was in some k{nd of a political arena where I knew Nixon
in a political sense and I did this and I did that. That’s
just not so. The only reason I think that he picked me to
be general manager of the Defense Department, as Deputy
Secretary, it would be that I served on that blue ribbon

panel .

Q. You’ve told me that at State you believe M

-

Rogers was the Secretary of State.

A, I think he was.

Q. Do you know who was the Deputy Secretary of Stat;?
‘AL I think Ken Rush was. Ken Rush -~ R-u—s—h I i-
think he lives in Connecticut. |
Q. and did he hold the same position in State that

you did in Defense?

A. He was Deputy Secretary.
Q. But did he have co-equal power with Rogers?
A. I don’t think so. I think the onlysdepartment —— .
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my recollection is that the only department at that time

that had fhis co-equal situation, because of the national

security aspects and so forth, was the Department of
Defense. Now I hasten to add that since that time there are
various departments up there that have the title of a Deputy
Secretary, which they didn’t even have at that time.

so they may be powered the same way to their

particular dspartments, where phey are in effect'co—?quals,
but I don’t knod that. But DOD at that time was theionly
one that haé that. |

Q. And during this time period I believe you told me .
that Mr. Kissinger was the Assistant to the PresidenF for
National Security Affairs.

A. National security advisor.

Q. Do you know who his chief deputy was?

A. I don’t know whether it was Scowcroft or not. It
may be. I Jjust don’t remember. Probably was. |

Q. When you came into DOD on January 1 of'1973,.wasi
Mr. Laird already in place as Secretary of Defense? 4

A. When I did what?

|
Q. Wwhen you came into DOD January 1 of ’73, ﬁas Mr.

Laird already in place as Secretary of Defense?
A. Are you asking me had he been the Secretafy of
Defense?

Q. Yes. S
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A. Yes, certainly.

Q. Was he Secretary of Defense when you came ﬂn?

A. Technically I guess fou’d have to say he w%s,
because at that time, at that point, you’re talking ;bout a
very.short period in here, but at that point in Janu%ry,
just after the President had been inauguratéd for the second
term and all, Elliot Richardson, who was then coming in as
Secretary of.Defense, had not péen confirmed andvsp ﬁorth,
so I guess Mel d;s still there. I don’t really reme&ﬁer
whetﬁer he was or not. I would assume he woéuld be.

Q. So for a short time Laird was Secretary of

Defense.

A. I’m not sure of that. He certainly had been

Secretary of Defense.
Q. As you pointed out before, it’s a matter of record
who was, by title, Secretary of Defense. |
A. Oh, certainly.
Q. So Elliot Richardson came in as Secretary bf
Defense. |
A. Yes.
Q. Do you recall when he came in as Secretary| of

Defense?

A. Sometlme in either January or February. 1 guess
it was the latter part of January or the first part of

February. I’ve forgotten exactly. o
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Q. When you came in as Deputy'Secretary’of Defense,

did you report to the Secretary of Defense?

A. I did not.

Q. To whom did you report?

A. Nixon.

Q. With what regularity did you report to Nixén?

a. I only did it in the sense that in my charéer’--
and that’s what people refer tQ-—-— in my charter_{ was a co-
equal with the secretary of Défense, so if y;u ask m% did I
report to the Secretary of Defense, I didn’t.

Now you have to realize that, the way the éystem _
works, the National Security Counmcil, the NSC, is re%lly the
senior body, and it meets frequently, particularly dbring )
this period of the downsizing of the situation in Viétnam
and the end of the Vietnam war and so forth. And so%the NSC
is really the senior body. And the President presides at
the NSC meetings. | |

And any kind of an emergency Or out-of*th%— :
ordinary situation that would be a part of the natianal
security overview, it would go to the NSC, and ther%’d be é}
meeting of the NSC, or there’d be a meeting of one 4f the
NSC committees which would function under Kissingeri and we _
would meet in the situation room at the White Housejand
discuss the issues, and occasionally the President &ight be

there and he might not. —

A
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But at the NSC meeting, which escalates the
situation, at the NSC meeting, the President always j
presides, and there’s only one vote there, and that belongs
to the President of the United States. This is a coasultive
body, but it’s a free-flowlng consultive body, and d&rlng my
four years there were, I believe there were, six mempers.

| Q. Who were they?

A. The President, the Vibe President, the Secfetary
of Defense, the Deputy secretary of Defense, the: head of the
CIA, and the Nat10na1 Securlty Advisor. Those were the six.

Now this is the highest body in the Un1ted§States
Government. That’s the end of the road when you get to that
point. |

Q. Dpuring the four years you were there, you %ere the

Deputy Secretary of Defense. Did you attend all thé
|

meetings?
A. I did. |
Q. Who was the Director of the CIA? Do you Qecall??
A. I believe that at our first meetings, I- belxeve ?:

Helms was. I’m not sure of that. And then Schle31qger, and
then Colby, and then Bush. That’s right; I almost forgot
that. z - .
Q. I think he holds another position today.
A. Right. But I think I have that in the right

order. The only question I would have would be on Helms, as
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to whether or not Helms was still in that capacity before

Colby took over. I’m not real sure about Helms. I

was .

think he

--Q. And the people who held the position of Secretary

of Defense, you’ve told us Laird may have been there at some

of the earlier meetings.

A. He was not, not at any of those meetings.

Q. Net at any of those.meetings. .

A. No, sir. )

Q. and then Richardson would have been.

A. Richardson would have been, and then subse%uently_

schlesinger would have been in his place, -and then'Rhmsfeld

in his place. So I had three Secretaries of Defensé.

Q. Did you stay there as long as Brown?

A. What?

Q. pid you stay there as long as until Brown

A. No, no, no.

Q. You left before Brown?

A. Well, I was there during the transition;
Brown was getting ready to take his office, and, of
I’ve known Harold Brown for years.

Q. all right. Now the Presidents that would

i
i
|

came in?

when -

course,

have -

overseen this were Nixon, Ford —
A Nixon and Ford.

Q. The Vice Presidents that were involwed?
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a. Well, first there would have been the form%r

governor —— I don’t remember who the Vice President
Q. Was Agnew involved at any time that you we

thete?

was.

re

A. I don’t remember. Who did Nixon run with ﬁhe

second time around?
Q. It was Nixon-Ford, wasn’t it?

MR® KRAVITZ: No, it was Agnew. _ . =«

a

THE WITNESS: MWas it Aénew? Okay. So he @as

there for a short time, and then Rockefeller.
BY MR. CODINHA:
a. And from NSC you’ve given me Mr. Kissinger
who replaced Kissinger when he became State?
‘A. I believe Brent did, Scowcroft.

Q. and after Mr. Scowcroft?

|

, and

A. Nobody. I think that’s it.

Q. Once Mr. Kissinger became secretary of Sta

he continue to attend these meetings?

A. sSure.
Q. In what role?

A. I guess it would have been at the invitati

know, these members are not statutory. I think the

Security Council is by appointment of the President.

te, did

on of
you
National

I

don’t think it’s statutory, so if he was ther&For if he was.
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there at yariqus intervals, it would have been because the
President invited him.

Q. Where did these meetings take place?

SIA. In the Cabinet room, always.

w

Q. Was there a formal time that they occurred!
A. No. They were subject to the call of the

President .

Q. In-1973, how often did they occur? -

A. I don:t know. I don’t have any idea.

Q. Was it your sense that they occurred regul?rly?
A. I beg your pardon?

Q. Was it your sense that they occurred reguﬂarly?
A. No. They don’t occur regularly. It’s su&ject to

the call of the President. We’re talking about ver% much of
a not—understood-in-the-public-view body. You don’t ever
read anything about this, the National Security Cou%oil -
at least I don’t think you do. So this is not a ve%y on-

top—of-the—tablé morning breakfast discussion maite%.
Q. Was there anyoné present who kept minutés%
A. There were never any.official minutes tha% I kno@_
anything about. ;
Q. Was there anyone present who took minutes?
A. I think that at various times there were %otes

taken with reépect to the decisions that might be reached

that would call for action, and the Chairman-&f the Joint
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Chiefs —— did I not include him?
Q. You didn’t include him in our list of the s

A. Excuse me. He certainly was a member. So
Chairman might make notés, simple, a pencil note of h
for an action and/or I might make a note, and/or the
secretary of Defense might make a note.
notéé, I don’t know about it.

Q. wﬁﬁi did you do withf;our notes? . -

A. Well, it all depends.

30
ix.
the

is own

If anyone else made

I don’t really remeﬁber

what I did with them. I probably, on an action basi$
take the note and go back and do the action and throw
away. I don’t know.

Q.

, 1°d

it

pid you ever see any drafts circulated about what

had been discussed at these meetings after the meetings

occurred?

A. Never. That would be looked upon

uneasiness.

Q. and what would the reason be that

looked on with great uneasiness?

A. Because this was an advisory body

of the United States, and there wasn’t ever any VOt%
i
There was only one vote there, and that was his. f

Q. and during the time that you were a member

NSC, did the President voice his opinions on the way

L=

going to decide issues?
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A. Not really. The way that generally worked is that
there’d be a full-blown, no-holds-barred discussion, aﬁa the
President would primarily listen and these people were there

aoq{ng from their different directions and their different

backgrounds and so forth, with-all the intelligence
apparatus behind them, whatever it might be. |

The President would listen and we’d adJourh, and
we would subsequently find out what he dec1ded.. And, You
know, sometimes *it could be within the hour-Qou’d get the
notice, well, this is what I want done.

Q. How did you first become aware that you were going
to be a participant in the National Security Councii?

A. I was in Palm Springs at the El Dorado Co&ntry
Club, and I got a phone call from Henry Kissinger, #ho said
that he would like for me to come to Washington for a
discussion with President Nixon, and I said, well, i’ll be
back in Dallas in a couple of days and I’l]l be backzin touch

with you and we’ll set it up. ‘ | :

He said, oh, no, we want you to come righk today..

I said no, I’m not going to do that. I’m out here.§ I’m
going to go back to Dallas with my wife, and 1’1l be up
there in a day or two. 1I°’ll let you know. So I di@.

I didn’t have any idea what he wanted. énd when I

got there I was told that President Nixon wanted to see me

at Camp David, and so I went to Camp David, ard I met with
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the President, I guess for probably four or five hours, in
which he gave me my charter and told me what he wanted-me té
do. And then he called Elliot Richardson, who at that time
was the secretary of Labor, I believe.

Q. I think Richardson was Secretary of HEW, but it

might have been Labor.

A- “You’re right. It was HEW. I stand correcﬁed, It

was HEW. And SO, I went to washlngton at Pregident Nixon s

A

vnrequest and met with Elliot, and in effect the Pre31¢ent

told him thlS is your deputy and I have given him hl$
charter. You’re going to be the Secretary of Defens?, so I
want you to meet him. And that was it. | |

Q. Aand when did you become aware that you wer% going
to be participating in the National Security Council?

A. That meeting.

Q. Were you told what your role was supposed to be in
the National Security Council?

A. Advise and counsel. That’s all it’s asout.

Q. Aand the people who were in the National Securitfg;
Council that you described all appear to be very strong )
individuals. Was there any person who was really in control

of the National Security Council besides Mr. Nixon? Let’s

put aside the President.
A No.

Q. Did everyone else have equal voice?™™
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A. Everybody there is on an equal basis.

33

In some of

the discussions there are no holds barred, believe me,'aﬁd

there are occasions, of course, under these kind of

cirecumstances, as you describe, with strong personalities

and the kind of backgrounds that these people have, that

sometimes the discussions could get pretty heated.

Q. We do not have the person who was the Chairman of

the Joint Chiefs along the way,” Do you recall who that was?

A. Tom M&brer,_édmiral Moorer -—-— M-o-o-r-e—f.

Moorer.

Tom

Q. Was he the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs during the

whole time period?
A. No. George Brown took his place somewhere
the line.

fell that way.

along

I think it was like two years and two years. It

So Admiral Moorer was the Chairman for like

two years when I was Deputy Secretary, and George Brown took

over as the Air Force General as Chairman.

Incidentally, he’s dead, but Moorer is still )

available.

Q. In 1973, during the first year that you w%re on

the job as Deputy Secretary of Defense, was there aﬁy

particular area that took more of your time than otﬁers?

A. No, not really. It’s a 7:00 in the morniﬁ

7:00 at night Jjob, and it’s catch as catch can. Evé

the door opens there’s a new problem. =
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Q.
assistant
A.

Q.

A.
Q'_
A.
Q.
A.
months.

Q.

devoting most of your time to

together?
A.
Q.
time to
A.

talking

team together, I put together a t

from the gen

get these

talk about different industries,

the level

Q.

You indicated
secretaries.
That*s right.
Did you actually do the hiring for that?
ves, and the interviewing. You bet.
How long a time did it take you?

To get the team together?

To*get your team togqther.

‘-

that you had hired 40 or 42

34

I1°'d sdy it probably took somethlng llke flVe

puring the time you were doing that, were

No.

Were you

pulling the team together?

No. You use "substantial portion.”

about a 12—hour day, and I had help pulling

people.

and I would sit down with this team and W

of person that I wanted.

Now you indicated you were reaching out.
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sounds like you are indicating you were reaching out to the

private sector.

a.

Q.

- -
- -

Oh, I was.

Is there a reason you were reaching out to the

private sector rather than staying with the government?

A

I don’t think there was anyone within the

government that I put in one of those jobs. I don’t. thlnk

sO. Everybogy came from the pr;vate sector.

Q.

A.

Q.

what was your ratlonale in doing that°
Talent.

There was an Assistant secretary of Defensé for

IsA, was there not?

A.

Yes, and that person’s name that I recruited there

was named Bob Hill, Robert Hill, and Robert Hill had worked

for a Senator for a number of years as chief of staff and so

forth, and he’d also been an ambassador, and, as a datter of

fact, Nixon had just asked him to go to Pakistan and be the

Ambassador to Pakistan, and his trunks and everythiﬁg were:,

packed.

I found him and recrulted him, and he had to look .

for another ambassador. : -z

Q.

I remember it very well.

How does one convince someone who has just been

appointed the Ambassador to a foreign country that they

ought to

instead?

be an assistant secretary of defense for 1SA
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A. Well, fortunately, Bob Hill knew the,impor@ance of
Isa and the ISA department of DOD is sometimés-referﬂeqxﬁb
as the little State Department within the hierarchy éf_the.
United States Government. The ISA is a very importaﬁt
de;;}tment, and I’m not joking. It’s literally refefred to
as the little State Department.

So Bob Hill, having been an ambassador, knew the
importance of IsA, and I was able to sell him on the%idea
that this was metre important than being Ambassado; to
pakistan. Inasmuch as he had been an ambassador alrgady, he
understood all that and he accepted it and he becameéfhe
head of ISA. Did a super Jjob, too. |

Q. Within the Department of Defense, you said you
were hiring approximately 40 assistants.

A. About 42, as I recall.

Q. About 42 assistant secretaries. They coulﬁn’t
have all been co-equal, could they? |

A. No. . .

Q. Were there certain departments that were @ore
significant than others? IsA, you have Jjust indicaﬁed, waé;
an important department.

A. Well, a lot of that depends on the view of the
particular person. There were people that I recrulted that-

were very anxious to become, as an example, Secretary of the.

Army, and I will mention a name - Bo Callaway. He really
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wanted to be Secretary of the Army. He had gomne to West
point, and it was in his blood, so to speak, and he was an
extremely capable individual, still is.

Bill Middendorf, hlS famlly has a long hlstory of

sea éaptains, going back to the time of the Amerlcan
Revolution, and he was ambassador -= I had forgotten that ——
he was ambassador to Holland, and I recruited him. You

might well a§k, well, why would somebody want to res1gn as

‘-

ambassador to Holland and become the Ssecretary of the Navy .

He did.

and this is the way you identify these people of
taleni and background and you get them into these joﬁs.
And, you know, within the hierarchy, the various echelons
that we talk about of 42 or 43 peoprle, there are
differences. The Secretary of the Army, as an example, has,
I believe, four assistant secretaries. That’s part of the
42 or 43 we’re talking about. The same in the Navy. They
have four or flve ‘assistant secretaries —— maybe- four =,
assistant secretaries and one under secretary, who lS the
number two person. J 2

and then, at the level of DOD, which is a%strata -
above the services, see, in DOD there are assistant
secretaries, and then there’s also the DDR&E person%who is
in charge of research and development, who was Mal Curry.

and he’s the number three person in the Depargmgnt. so he

+ ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 14th ST N W WAQHIRII‘TI\QI ~ “-005-5650 (202) 289‘2260




10

"

12

13

14

1%

16

7

18

19

21

24

38

is literally in the hierarchy. He’s above the assistant
secretaries. He'’s the number three person, but he w;s,known
as the Director of Research and Engineering, DDR&E. énd he’s
the number three person. ‘

So you really have to understand the hlerarchy
when yeu’start talking about these 42 or 43 people. §There
are differences. |

Q. But- the Assistant Secretary of Defense for ISA
would have been’ a significant choice on your part.

A. No question about it.

Q. Did you view it as an important role?

A. why certainly.

Q. Were there other assistant secretaries thaé you
viewed as equally important in that hierarchy? |

A. Well, ineluded in those 42, plus or minus,%there
are the three service secretaries, and certainly the; are
more important than thebassistant secretaries, and tben this
DDR&E person, Mal Curry, who has just now resigned aé =
Chairman of Hughes Aircraft and all, well, he worked with
me. I recruited him. He worked with me for four years and’

certainly he is officially the number three person in the

Department.
So he is different from these assistant
secretaries and so forth. And jt’s a very complicated

organization and it’s one that almost defies ggﬁerstanding.
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Q. We’ve ;ooked at many wiring charts, and I think
we’re coming to some undérstanding, but'you’vé been very
helpful to us today and I appreciate that.

A Well, those wiring charts will fool you.

Q. Well, that’s exactly why we’re asking you these
questions, because I want to know the people who reaily were
in the important positions versus what it looks like on a
wiring chart - : | -

A. Right?

Q. so I think I understand the service secretaries.

I understand DOR&E. I understand AsD for ISA. Who élse was
in an important assistant position, not as much by néme but
Jjust by what area.

A. Well, I don’t think there’s any question but in
its own unique way that the Assistant Secretary for ?ublic
Affairs was important, and Jerry Friedheim had that SOb.

Q. all right. Are there other people?

A. Wwell, you know, you’re putting me in a -bad

position, where I’m being asked to say which is important

and which was unimportant. | =
Q. Well, let me put it this way.
A. They're all important, but there are some that greh'
more important than others.
Q. If I put it this way and I ask you for your

opinion, then you’re not stating as Deputy Secretary of
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Defense. You'’re saying in my opinion these are the
positions that I thought were important as I looked aﬁ it.

a. I thought they were all important, but they
performed different functions.

<-"Q. Which were the areas where you spent most of your

time, with the under secretaries?

A. I can’t answer that, because, just like I’m
telling you, every time the door opened there was a nkw

problem. You’re talking about-when I was in there. DOD had

]

vyoughly 1 million civilian employeesAand 2 million uﬁiformed
employees. So we’re talking about 3 million people,iand
they are scattered all over the world.
and all of the foreign relationé.and everyﬁhing

else that had to do with the United States Government and
national security were coming through that door. So%it was
catch as catch can.

Q. What was your relationship with Secretary
Richardson?

A. My relationship with him was excellent, but it

lasted only about five months. o -

Q. From your description, it sounds like you kere co-

equals in the positions that you had.
A. Well, we were co—equal, except —- and I waht to -

make that exception —-— except you have to put us as co-

equals in the sense of ultimate decisionmaking under an
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emergency situation. Now that’s where we become co-equal.
On a day-to-day basis, my charter was I was

general manager of DOD. As an example of that charte}; I

‘'was empowered by my charter to go recruit these 42 or 43

peoﬁ¢e. -Now I’m telling yoq,sqmgthing that’s really
sighificant here. And Ellio£ Ricﬁardsén had nothing to do
with recruiting those 42 or 3 people.

- Q. It sounds to me like you’ve Jjust discussed ﬁhe

difference bétween the general ‘manager and chairman of the

»

board. The chairman of the board sits in title over%thé
corporation, but everyone knows who runs the corporaﬂion,
and it’s really the chairman of the board on a day-to-day
basis. |

A. In an oversimplified sense, you’re right.

Q. How often did you deal with Richardson during the
time he was there? |

A. Look, the door —— our offices, Richardson’% office
is here. There’s a big conference room here where all these
assistant secretaries and so forth come to a weekly ﬁeetinéﬂ
or more frequently, if it’s called. And then my office is;;
right here. The conference room is between us. The#e dooFg
are always open. m

and in both cases, both cases, those doorsgwere"

always open, and it’s carte blanche, and you never chll

ahead of time. You never ask permission. Just move back
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and forth, whatever, and it makes no difference whatséevér
who is in the Secretary’s office or who is in my offi;e; at
whatever level of security or whatever, the doors areiélways
open. |

- and you walk in or you walk out. In DOD at%this
level there are no private discussions. This is terrﬁbly
important and most people don’t realize that.

Q. You’ve told us about your relationship with
Secrétary Rféhargson. The nexf'Secfetary wh9 came& iﬁ was
Schlesinger, and he was in until July of *74. UWhat was your
relationship with Secretary Schlesinger? ‘

A. Terrible.

Q. Would you elaborate for us and ékplain how;your
relationship was terrible? ‘

A. I think that word pretty well describes it%

Q. There are many reasons why a relationship &an be
terrible. I could suggest some to you, but I’d rather have
you describe to me why your relationship was terriblé.

A. I’m not sure I want to do that.

Q. Okay. Let me tell you that this record is; ;)
confidential. It is not going to be released to the%publiél
and no one will be able to read it except members of the .
Committee, and they are listed for you, or 1 can lis& for -

you who is on this Committee.

1 don’t ask the question lightly. We’re trying to
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understand decisionmaking that was going on in the 1?731
through ’77 period. The way decisions were made is &oing to
be an important one, and if, for some reason, you wefe moved
out of the ability to make decisions or the Secretar?'of
Defénse was moved out of the channel of decisionmaking,

that’s going to be important. So I have to understahd why

" your relationship was terrible.

A. Well, I have publicly said some pretty tough

.
.

things about*Schlesinger. ; -

Q. why dén’t we start there? What h;Qe you phbliciy
said about Schlesinger?

A. I said he was a lying son of a bitch.

Q. It’s hard to believe we could get worse than that.

(Laughter.]

A. So he’s a funny person and I guess I can best
describe Schlesinger in my own mind. When he was fired, the
day he was fired, Ford called him into his office and it was
just as simple as him saying -- I think I'm quoting it
exactly; I’ve Been told —- he Jjust said, Jim, you’ve lied to

me for the last time. You’re fired. o .

SIS

so what I guess I’m saying to you is that
schlesinger is an unreliable, deceitful type person, and th;
only surprising thing to me is that Ford didn’t firg him -
earlier than he did. It reached a point where at the NSC

level Scowcroft and Kissinger and George Brown and I were
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meeting and holding ad hoc meetings because we didn’t;waht
Schlesinger involved. That’s about as bad as you-can:get,

so, I don’t know what your relationship is with
Schlesinger, and I don’t really care.
Q. It’s the same relationship I have with you, except
I’ve met you for a longer time.

A. Or with these various Senators, but those a&e the
fécts, and that’s exactly what happened, and that say; it
all. & K .

Q. Had yéu found him personally to be—unreliable? .

A. Yes. ‘

Q. on the subjects that you found him unreliable,
were they related to issues of the Department of Defénse, or |
were they personal issues? ‘ |

A. I really never had a personal relationshipjwith
Schlesinger.

Q. so they were all business?

A. That’s right. There was no social relatioﬁship.

There was no personal relationship.
Q. According to my record here, Schlesinger was i

secretary of Defense from November of 1973 tHrough ngy ofng‘

1974. Does that correspond to your memory? "
A. I don’t know. The record speaks for itself.

Q. Well, I have a record that was prepared by the

Department of Defense, and I’m relying on that.

Poa—yg
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a. 1’1l rely on it, too.

Q. That appears to be about an 8 or g9-month time
period thatbhe was Secretary of Defense. |

A. No, no. I think it was longer than that. %Nhat'
does-it say? I think it’s longer than that.

Q. Why don’t I maké this the next exhibit andéI’ll
show it to you? |

' A. I don’t want to endorse that because I don’t

believe that: I think it was longer than that. .

» - ° .

’ [The document referredfto wa
mar ked Clements Exhibiﬁ No. 4
for identification.]

MR. KRAVITZ: Maybe it just seemed like it was
longer.

[Laughter .]

THE WITNESS: It did, however long it was. It was
the worst period of my whole life, believe me. |

BY MR. CODINHA:

Q. Exhibit Number 4 to your deposition is what is -

called a Historical 0OSD POW/MIA Chain of Responsibility fré

August ’67 through September of 1991.
A. 677
Q. 1t went from °*67 through °*91. 1I’ve only given you
two pages, which are actually '67 through ’78. I’m;only

making this part of the record, and the reason I said, as I
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followed who was Secretary of Defense, through ’72, it wés
Laird, beginning in Mafch of ’73 my record indicates ihat
it’s Richardson.

A. You say March? You see, he was late getting-
confirmed. |

Q. Again, this is Jjust the record that I have. It
was prepared by the Department of Defense for this
Committee, and it says November of ’73, schlesinger, and it
says July oﬁ*’74. Oh, I’m soryy. July of 74 is. ;
Schlesinger, but then he apparently doesn’t change untll
December of ’75. So you are vight. He would have been
there thfough December .

A. That’s more like it.

Q. There must have been a change in one of the under

secretaries that they were trying to correct. I see;the one

they’re correcting. So you’re right. He was there ﬁhrough
*75.
A. Wait a minute. You said through °75.

Q. It says December ’75 the new Secretary would have:

become Rumsfeld. -

A. okay. That’s possible. I’°’m going to depeﬁd on
your record.

Q. Again, this was prepared by the Department of
Defense for us, and we’re relying on it to some degree too.

A. Aall right.

il
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Q. You told us that Secretary schlesinger was
unreliable and deceitful. How did that manifest itself?
How did he show that? .

A. -~ Well, it’s too general, I guess, to say his
peYsﬁﬁélity, but in that spirit, you know, he gave off those
kind of signals. But he also was not factual in the things
that he would say. He was —= not ever with me, but wiﬁh
other people he was explosive. As an example, he brokg his
hand hitting hls son. They gob:into a big argument~ aﬁd he
hit his son and broke his hand, had it in a cast for a long
time.

He drank way too much, and at times he did this
within DOD there in his‘office. He had a Qéry peculiar
personality. He’s volatile, again not ever with me but with

other people. He had a history of not getting along with

people and a volatile personality.

If you dug into his record at the Universityfof
virginia, where he was professor of economics, you’d find
that these same characteristics existed there, beéausé I
looked into it. I thought is this something that’s jdét
come up, or is there a pattern here or whatever.

Anyway, he’s that kind of guy.

Q. The Secretary that followed Schlesinger was
Rumsfeld.

A. Mm—hmm .
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Q. What was your relationship with Rumsfeid?

A. Fine. Don, I had known Don when he was chiéf of
staff for Ford, so I had known Don before. |

a. You indicated that ad hoc meetings had beguﬁ'
betwsen you and Scowcroft, Kissinger and Brown dufing the
time period that Schlesinger was Secretary of Defénse; Did

these continue after Rumsfeld came in?

A. No.

- .

. ) ;
Q. Did the President join the ad hoc meetings?
A. No.
Q. Where did these meetings occur?

A. In Scowcroft’s office.

Q. Were they formalized in any way?

a. No .
Q. Did they have a name?
A. No .

Q. Did they meet with any regularity?

A. No.

Q. Did the NSC continue to meet during the.time
period of the ad hoc meetings? | -

A. Yes.

Q. One person who is on my lists beginning in June of
1972, the ASD for ISA was G. Warren Nutter. Did yo@ know
Nutter?

A. Yes.
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Q. Do you know when he left?

A. No.

Q. I can’t tell whether the total change was maﬁé in
March 73, but I see in March »73 that there is an ASD/ISA
actifig, Lawrence Eagleburger.

A. Mm—hmm.

Q. Do you know Lawrence Eagleburger?

A. I know him very well.

" 4

Q. Dia-yog hire Lawrence:Eagleburger for that
position?

A. No. Lawrence Eagleburger was over'there as a
person who was recruited from the State Department. He was
a what do you call 1t -— regular employee of the State
Department, member of the bureaucracy, if you want to term

it that. I don’t kriow exactly what the term is, but he had

been a many-years emp}oyee_of the State Department and he

A. When dld you,say hu,lefﬁb

Q. I can’t telll

’."E """" Eﬁélwas there in June of

. But, Yyou seé;Thé'was a.carryover. He really
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worked under Laird and I don’t think that Nutter ever really
worked for me or was a part of my team. I know he waSn t
part of my team. .

But, see, that’s the job that I recruited Bbb Hill
for, so I really think that Nutter probably left and
Eagl;burger was acting as the Assistant Secretary.

Q. It says Acting Assistant Secretary.

A. Well, that’s what he was doing until I recruited

Bob . . .

.-i .
.

Q. Now, when Eagleburger was Acting Assistantg .

-

Secretary of Defense, did he report to you?
A. You bet you, and I had a very fine working
relationship with Larry. |
Q. pid y&u find his work satisfactory?
A.k Excellent.

Q. Did he seem to know what he was d01ng°

A. Absolutely, to"'
Q. How regularly
A. I don’t Know.

two or three times a wee

A.  No. o

Q. Did you 1mmed1ately determlne that he was

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 14th ST, N W We e avas-mo.onn(5.5650 (202) 289-2260

It"".'.“"




-f;-“

10
1
12
13
14
1%
16
17

18

.20

21

24

25

trying go reach for a whil

51
performing in a satisfactory way in his position?

0. You don’t immediately determine those thidgs, but
I was satisfied in due course that he was doing a goad job.

Q. Do you know how he came to be Acting ASD? |

SUAL ves. When Nutter left.

Q. Obviously the government has hundreds of
thousands, if not millions, of emplovees. How did 1t happen.
tﬁat gagleburger got that position?

A. Heﬁhas‘already in pldce. He was in DOD-

Q. I thodght you said.he was in State:

A. I beg your pardon?

Q. 1 thought you said he was in State.

A. No, no, no. He was in ISA when Nutter was there.
He was already there. Do you follow me?

Q. 1 follow you, but that isn’t what I had understood

you to say. I thought you said he came from the State

Department.

epartment to DOD, but 1t

-.-3,-.

A. He came from the”L
doesn’t break his employme'

record with State. Heils sec

request of DOD. Send‘ﬁéfé,pé?_
Do you see what I mean°
Q. Eagleburger was already 1n'place°'

A. Yes, sSure.
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Q. That’s all I needed to know.

I see that in November of 73 Hill was in piace.

A. Mm—hmm .

Q. Does that comport with your memory. =~ that it
woqgg have been November by the time Hill was in place, or
does Hill come in earlier?

A. Again, I don’t remember .

Q. We actually have some documentation that inbicates
Hill may have-been there as eanly as May. .

A. I don”t know. You know, the record ought to speak
for itself.

Q. Wwell, the difficulty is that pDOD, when they
prepared these charts for us, wasn’t careful to go down and
make changes for under secretaries as well as Secretery of

Defense. They did it in a manner that doesn’t make it easy

to read.

Now, reportlng o the A381stant Secretary of

Defense for ISA we hav yawhich is ASSLStant to’ the

e

¥ e
A531stant Secretary of Defense otJISA._ NOuld ydu have‘been

Perhaps lf I told you

title?

d. His 1n1t1al tltle was,A331stant to the Assistant

secretary of Defense, ISA;
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A. No, I wouldn’t have hired him. You’re gettﬂng;too
far down in the echelon. But I know who you’re talkiﬁg
about .

Q. By 1974 Mr. Shields becomes Deputy Assistanﬁ'
secretary of Defense. Would you have been involved iﬁ that?

A. I could have been, yes. Deputy Assistant. See,
that would be a promotion within the structure. Who was
héad of IsA then?

Q. Whd was the head of ISA then? That would héve
been Robert Elléworth. ] ‘

A. Bob Ellsworth. I’m sure —— well, I’m not sure
either. Could have been.

Q. How do you remember Shields? How is it that you
remember Roger Shields?

A. Vaguely.

Q. Do you remember him, that he was somebody who came

to your office or that: you had a. working relationship with-

3

A. No.

Q. You don’t feme@égr it was? - - ' ";

A.  Well, I jusﬁ?aéﬁ’ You know, when you ©

-

bring up a name likefﬁﬁétifllb 7"t put a picture in my mind

of who it is we’re talking abéutg??lhe name is familiar to.

me, but not the face.

Q. Robert Hill was your Assistant Secretary of
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Defense/ISA, apparently through July of 1974. Was there a

reason he left, or do you know why he left?
A. I’m sure I did at the time, but I don’t remember

offhand. I was close to Bob, and I liked him very much, and

hie:gife; too. It might have been that he got sick. You
know, he’'s not liQing now. He’s dead.

Q. I did -not know that..

A. It could have been he got 31ck. He came uh with a
heart problem-and that could be' I just don’t remember.

Q. In July of ’74, the e331stant Secretary of Defense
was Robert Ellsworth. Did you recruit him?

A. I didn’t recruit him, but I approved him.

Q. Did you work with him?

A. So—-so0.

Q. Were ﬁhere problems in your working relationship

with Mr . Ellsworth?

A. .Yes.

(Pause ]

e e T

of operatlon and personanlty;fhan Bob and the change was

traumatic, so to speak.: Bob Hlll and I had a very close

e s

mutual respect and ongoxng relatlonshlp, communlcation was

easy, extremely capable 1nd1v1dual, great background,
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different ambassadotships and so forth.
Ellsworth came from a NATO background. He’d been
a congressman and, as I recall, he was over there in tﬁat
job that Rumsfeld had had with NATO. He was kind of mhat b
guess you’d call ambassador to NATO, and he had been,ibefore
that, a congressman from Kansas. @As I recall, he got?
defeated, and he was then given this job by Nixon ove% there
with NATO.
xhought with his background and so forth that he
would be good in this job in the Defense Department and I
approved him. But I quickly found out it was a mlstake, as
far as I was concerned. He was very much impressed wﬁth
himself and he was all full of his prerogatives as
ambassador to NATO, and our relationship was not good.
Q. Did you find him competent in his Jjob? ‘
A. Not in my oplnlon.

Q. and I see that'he wasf"oved on as of December *75.

for ISA. '7ffw.:;;~ ".';”ff~z’;

A. Yes .

Q. And what was your relat;onshlp with Mr. Jordan? .

A. Excellent.

Q. pid you find him competent in his Jjob?
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A. Very much so.

Q. And in April of ’76 I see that there’s a ne@
ASD/ISA, and that’s Eugene V. McAuliffe. Do you knowﬁwhy
Mr. Jordan left?

A No. I really don’t recall that, and I_don’F have
an immediate recollection and so forth of McAuliffe eﬁther.

Q. McAuliffe appears to be there through December of
76.. |

A. Hetwent out with Ford. .

Q. Apparé;tly, because there’s a whole new teém in‘
after April of ’77. But you don’t recall McAuliffe ﬁoday?

A. I really don’t. I don’t have -- in my mina’s eve,
I can’t even picture him.

Q. Now, obviously, Mr. Clements, we’re dealin§ with a.

much more narrow issue here than understanding the Defense

Department. I could llsten all day to how the wlrlng

rasnarrow sllce of the p1e you'

T

now 901ng to be focuse sxahs that related to POUWs
and MiIAs, partlcularly begl'nlng in January ’73' whén you
became Deputy Secretary of Defense untll the time you left.

You’ve sald Lhat Pre31dent Nixon was the ultlmate

deeisionmaker, at least at the NsC.
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A. No question about it. There wasn’t anybody%else
making any decisions. ‘

Q. Who was the ultimate decisionmaker at the
Department of Defense? Let me rephrase that questioﬁ
bedsuse I don’t think it’s quite fair. In terms of éolicy
that was being made, who was the ultimate decisionmaﬁer at

the Department of Defense?

A. You know, that’s a difficult question to aﬁswer

L

because in an organization the size of DOD you are aﬁways.
speaking about charter -— Yyou know, who’s got what charter -
— and once you give them that charter they have the charter,

and unless they get to a very sticky point that borders on

national policy or something of that kind, they’re_geing to

perform, because you’re talking about an organizatioh with 3

million people in it. '

S

a“under what c1rcumstances

I m not evadihg'an )

the way 1t has to work w1th that many people, and

Lavees A e

particularly with the breed of cat that you’re talk1n9

-about, whlch is that unlformed body ‘that is the heart and

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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soul of DOD, and whether it’s a platcon leader or a cohpany
commander oY a regimental commander or an Arhy commandkr,
they are charged with making decisions. ‘

L And there’s a gray area in here as to when you
baéknthat decision up the line. Do you see what I’m saymg'>
Q. I see what you’re saying. When did you become

‘aware of that, the fact that you’ve just described toius -

that in the d-iformed services that it was their bu81ness to

make decisions? ; .
A. I°’m sure that I really had an understanding?of
that when I was on this committee, this blue ribbon
committee.
Q. so it would have- been in the yeaf or year and a

half preceding vyour coming to the Department of Defense that

you came to understand Wlth some clarity?

ou’ bet you. Wwhen you have the carte

blanche of that commlttee; the chanter of that commlttee,.

speak, appearing before

‘e

he doesn’t make de0181ons.

STl :-‘1—”"—_

and that unlformed hlerarchy and the whole

commuriity within DOD is”a'unﬁdﬁéfbbdy. It’s dlfferent ‘than

any other body in the United States Gover nment. There’s no

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. _
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qguestion about it. |

Q. With respect to the non-uniformed body, the; for
lack of a better word, bureaucrats --— |

A. The civilians.

- -
- -

Q. That’s a good non-uniformed term to use. Qhere
were the decisions made?
A. In an organization again of that size, there has

to be a real delegation of authority. That’s why it's so

~

important, and that’s what Preéident Nixon understooé - .
that’s why he gave me the job he did -- it’s so impo%tant
when you recruit these people to recruit pedple who ﬁave the
kind of background and the kind of training, the kind of
capacity that will enable him to make theée important
decisions as opposed to trying to stay within the
bureaucracy or trying to be swayed by political bacﬁground

and so forth and so on

industry was. It’s a
buteaucracy per se.
Q. You have té-
blue rlbbon commLSSLOh 7earror year and a half that you uwere
part1c1pat1ng in it that the PON/MIA issue certalnly wasn’t
an issue you dealt wlth and I thlnk you also descrlbed that

it wasn’t an issue that was high =-’

: ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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A. High visibility.

Q. Coming into January of 1973, did that remain true?
A. It began to surface.

Q. When, in your estimation, did you first be#in to

focus on this, if ever?

A. oh, yes, I focused on it. We were terribl§
céncerned about the POWs and within DOD there is no éuestion
that this was an ongoing, front-burner issue within é
certain depa¥tment and even clear up to my level.‘ Ahd I had
many meetings about this and we pursued it v1gorously,
primarily in the spirit of determination whether the%e were
or were not any POWs. :

and that was an ongoing vigorous effort by DOD,

and it was no second echelon, third echelon, fourth%echelon

jssue. It was a front-burner issue. and the person who was

then involved in the'PON,situation when I came in iﬁ January.

*73 was Jerrvy Friedﬁélm Chappy;James.

rrrrr

_o

Q. and Chappy .'Jamés'>

A. Chappy James at that time was a colonel of the Air

Force, and I think he had had two or maybe three tours in

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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61
vietnam, a fighter pilot, and subsequently he became a four-
star Air Force General, the first black four-star Air| Force

General, absolutely a first-class guy, éuper human being.

Q. The Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs?

A Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public aAffairs,
okay.
Q. Did I say something else°-
a. It just wanted to make sure I heard you rlght.
Q. Th;£ was Jerry Frledhelm? Is that-right? i .
A. No.
a. Was he the Assistant Secretary?
A. I think he was Assistant Secretary.
Q. 1°’m sorry. I demoted him omne. :

A. He wouldn’t like that.
Q. The Assistant Secretary for Public affairs. That

sounds like --— well;"ir Jplpg;that function. I’'m not sure I

A. It’s a- verY Pf eSS iﬂf‘*éb and it's:one that?Hég- -

to do with the medla 1ﬁ 11 xhs:aspects, “whether 1t’§r£he

newspapers or telev131oh:bﬁ;rad1b oY whatever. It’s a veti;

1mportant function wlthln “0 §i£230esn’t sound like it,
a. When did you come to understand it was an
important function in DOD?

A Wwhen I was on this blue ribbon committee.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC.
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Q. Do I understand that what you’ve testified to so

far is you tried to recruit people who could make decisions

themselves without bucking them up to the next level?

A. No. I tried to recruit people who would kéow the
difkéerence when they could make decisions and when tﬂey
needed to buck them up. That is different. |

Q. “And with respect to the POW/MIA issues, 1t sort of
first surfaced for you when?

A. weil as any Amerlcan I was certalnly aware of the
POW issue, but £t became a front-burner issue, so to ' speak,
with me when I took 6ffice-

Q. So in January?

A. Yes.

Q. What, if anything, did you do to make your%elf
knowledgeable about this? :

A.

I spent hoqts?wlth Frledhelm and James.

Q.

persons?

A.

Q. Because theiﬁéeg_
a ves. S

Q. who toldw;pgjthgpgiyguflpredecessor?

A. Oh, I don’t know . b"'“ff! ' E
Q. When you were cominé ih£6 the Jjob 6f'Dethy

Ssecretary, how big a priority were prisoner—of-war issues

ALDERSON REPORTlNG COMPANY, INC.
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for the people you had spoken with? Had Nixon ever
mentioned it to you prior to you taking the Jjob?

A. No.

Q. Had Kissinger ever mentioned it to you priér'to
taking the job?

A. No.

Q. Had the Secretary of Defense ever mentioneq it to
ycu prior to taking the job?

A. Néii,‘wait a minute.f'The Secretary of-Defénse..
That could well be because you have to remember thatéLaird
was still in DOD.wheﬁ’I came into the building, and he
undoubtedly did say something about POWs.

Q. You used the term front-burner }ésue. I take it

that what you’re meaning by that was that was something that

was going to get a lot of your attention?

'OTltY 1ssue

a. It was a p?
Q.

A

times you don’t have- flTSt pr1or1t1es in DOD.v

Q. How many prlorlty 1ssues d1d you have, iijou'caq;
vecall? .
A. Many .

Q. Would you say you had ten?
A. I'm not going to get into that. No. Youlre

talking about a huge budget, voughly a $100 billion budget.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. .
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You’re talking about 3 million people, and there are ﬁots of
priorities. The POW issue was a priority. -

Q. Were you responsible for the budget too? w%é that
another area of your responsibility? ‘

“-A. You can’t say it was my responsibility. It was

everybody’s responsibility. I mean, each one of these

departments within your wire diagram and everything h#d to

bring forward a budget, and it moved its way up to fihally

L

the Deputy Sébre}ary’s office,f;nd it has a tull-tésk;forcg
working on the budget.
You know, a budget is a budget. The same tbing
everywhere, I guess.
Q. Did you have any particularized knowledge df the
POW issue before January ’73? |

A. Did I have any what?

zed knowledge of the POW issue.

n -Amer:ivan you had some general .

knowledge, and I assgmg

o - T e R

AL .wéll;fééf£a13197i.dia;igégguse,of having béen on

- —— e e i -

the blue vibbon panel. . : , | i

Q. You told-m§ 9nfthe blue ribbon panel’ that &as nott,
a sﬁbject that'wéé diéédésed. a '

A. I didn’t say if'wasn’t discussed. I said ;t was.
not a priority issue, and my recollectioﬁ is:there is not

even a mention made of the POWs in our report.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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Q. 1f that’s the case, then it was something that
wasn’t discussed.
a. No, that’s not true.

Q. Wwell, it certainly’wasn’t discussed with enough

attention to put it in the report.

A. I think that would be a fair assumption, bup it
certainly was discussed, and we were all aware of it and we
all were concerned about the POWs.

Q. Well, then I get back to the question. buring the

blue ribbon commission, with whom did you discuss the‘Pow

issue?

A. I can’t remember. I don’t remember. Probaply

other members.

Q. Did you have any opinions on the POW issue;prior

to coming in in January °737

A. No. In(ada.‘ 3 to.the committee, the blue ribbon

s T iy

¥ now-;_

ZKnov you pick up the paper.w

panel, and the fact éh

practically every day omething Ln-theregaboqte,

PONs or Vietnam, in addltlon to that you must remember also

that in the city of Dallas there 'is a guy named Ross‘Perot,:
and so our papers here are full of poW information and what -
Ross Perot is d01nem;1tﬁ the Pows, and interest that is
manifested in the POWs. |

So the POWs are not a new issue to me. I'm

talking about prior to my going into the DOD in January of

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.. -
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*73. You need to know that I served on Ross Perot’s QDS
board, and so I was close to Ross. I knew what he waé
doing. I knew what he had done. I knew how he felt %Bout
the POWs. So the POWs is not a new subject for me.
“-Q. Had you served on the EDS board prior to ’7??

A. Yes.

Q: So you were familiar in some generalized wa; wit

the POW issue?

o .'

a. I would say so, Yes.

Q. You indicated you had special meetings wlth
Friedheim and with James about the POW issue. |

A. I did.

Q. Did you have special meetings wiih.anyone élse?

A. Oh, I'm sure I did, but I don’t recall offﬁand.
suspect that I had meetings with the ISA person, |

Eagleburger, and somewofvhis people. But really theipoint

he.rlghtqword here —- the actlon
~ ey
,éfhorked under Frledhelm.

of action —- now that’ss

He was Friedheim’s deputy, as I recall.

Q. For how long a time d1d Chappy James remaln the

point of action for POW issues, prisoner of war 1ssups?

A. I don’t remember.

Q. You say you don’t remember. Do you have dny
4

was the point of action?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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A. You are asking me to now pinpoint a date and
everything. I don’t remember.

Q. The only reason I ask it is because all the

materials we’ve been given from DOD on the chain of
reseen31b111ty they don’t use the term “point of actlon.

But in the chain of responsibility ChappY James name wasn’t
mentioned, so I need to understand.

A. Nell they are in evror.

Q. That s-why we are de6051ng you. When you Qay .
*point of action," what do you mean by point of actldn’

A. My recollection is that Chappy James and the
little task force that he had working under him, the*
probably made not one but several trips to southeast Asia on
this subject.

Q. so this is the pPOW/MIA task force? 1 have that in

my chain of responsxblllty.A

A. I don’t kp" iaﬂui{..vhat s what it was called or

not .

e e e "o -~ e

Q. Wwell, let me tell you some of the people who were_

on the POW/MIA task force and you can tell me whether they

In ’73 the director of the POW/MIA task fprce was
Brigadier‘General Russell G. Ogan.
a. pon’t know him. |

Q. In *74, the principal advisor on Pow/MIA affairs

 ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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for Jerry. . ==

_when you came in.

. 68
was Captain Raymond A. Vohden.

A, Never heard of him.

Q. And Captain Vohden is there through °78.

A. You know, that may be some bufeaucrat’s ideé about

what was going on, but that’s just not so. Chappy Ja&es was
the point person, and there isn’t any question about it.

Now Jerry Friedheim -- and I think I told you this on?the

telephone -- Jerry Friedheim 1s _the person for you to talk

54

to because Chappy is dead. He' had a heart attack and he °
died.

But to give you somé idea of his abilities and
everything, when I first knew him and when he was fir%t
involved in this, he was a colonel and when he died h; was a
four-star general, so we’re not talking about some ribbon

clerk. He was the ppint person on POWs, and Jerry Friedheim

is fully informed aﬁén what Chappy was doing. He worked

Q. You said thiszwas_a;;ﬁbnt—burner issue for you .
A. It was. =t
Q. For how long a time did it remain a front-burner

issue for you? When I say “"this," I’m talking about the POW-

issue.

A I would say it was a priority issue for me as long

as I was in DOD, because the issue never went away, and it’s

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. .
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somewhat of a surprise to me to find out tbday it stili ’
hasn’t gone away. So my statement is really short and;
sweet, and I will never change it. We did everything @é
knew how to do to determine if there were any POWs in |
Vietvnam.

We examined every fragment of evidence that %ame

to us. We ran it down, either true or not true, and wé left

no stone unturned. I will make you one flat statement@ and

you’ll never-hear me change it,f We never foqﬁd one ioka’s
evidence that th;re was a single POW in Vietnam, not obe.
Q. Are you using Vietnam specifically rather t&an
lLaos? |
A. There was no serviceperson that we ever werg able
to determine that was left in the Vietnam theater. |

Q. Southeast Asia?

A. Is that alléﬁpg}usive enough for you?

Q. Well, it’s certainly-helpful.

ol
e e e .

mey=and a lot of time, and it

A. We spent a:l

was an ongoing effort.

Q. In an effort to make yourself kndwledgeablegabout;'

this area, you’ve told us you met with Friedheim and bames,'
and you said Eagleburger. Did you also meet with Mr.
Kissinger on this subject? |

| A. Not that I recall.

Q. Did you meet with Mr. Hill on this subject?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 14th ST., N.W,, WASHINGTON, DC 200055650 (202) 289-2260




10
1
12
3
14
1%
16
7
18

19

21

24

70
A. Oh, yes, many times, sure. | i

Q. But you wouldn’t have been meeting with Mr. Aill
when you first came in because he had no specific expe%tise
in the area of POWs? |

RLP No, but Bob Hill, when he did come in —- and;there

was a laése in there because'he.wasn’t in there right %t the
beginning —- when he did finally come in you’ve got to;
reﬁember‘that he was in charge of ISA, and ISA certaiqﬁy had
their avenuea;of information, ;pd you’ve already rqpidéd
some person at the third echelon or something-like thét that
within ISA was designated as point person in ISA.

Q. When you came in in January of ’73, did you;review
the intelligence information on POWs?

A. Sure.

Q. And did you do that yourself or did you havé one
of your_assistants do it?, :

A. Both. T

Q. Did you revig hat .we had available to

T g

us at the time —- whe ”’u;é'Unjted Statesﬁhad
available £o us? | |

A. Sure.

Q. And what lists do you recall that you look%d at?

. Oof missing people.

So our own records of missing in action?

> O D

- sure.

{
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Q.
the lists were kept in such a way that there was a
breakdown?

there were

Did you see that there was a difference or that

There were people who were prisoners of war

people who were missing in action, there were

71

peoplé who were killed in action, body not recovered?

A. Yes, the KlAs.

Q. aAnd you examined those at the time?

A. Yes. I cannot tell you in what detail and all,
but the answer is yes. K ) . .

Q. Are yod familiar with the term Homecoming as it
applied to the Department of Defense?

A. Are you using this as a codeword?

Q. No. That’s not a codeword.

A. If you’re talking about those POWs --—

Q. Actually, Homecoming was a codeword, but they
changed it much later. . She’s cleared for Codeword, by the
way. But they changéa] =
Homecoming. it’s. now a _ A
barlancé. I’m not asklng-about codeword Homecomlng. I’m A
asking only about Operation Homecoming. f

A. I am familiar with it generally because of, if fo;:

no other reason, not only my position in DOD, but also

because of my relationship with Ross Perot.
Q.

you came in to prepare for Operation Homecoming?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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A. I can’t say that I did.

Q. Did you review any memos that had been prepared

72

on
the prisoner of war issue when you came in?

A. Oh, sure.

~Q. and, if you can recall -—

A. I can’t.

Q. I was going to ask the source of those memoé.

A. No .

Q. Now:; when did you becdme aware of the Paris peace
negotiations? ) .

A. Give me a time frame when you’re talking about.

Q. I’'m going to ask you when you first became #ware

of them, but I can give you some help in that the Peaée

Accords were signed on January 27 of 1973. That’s whén they

actually were signed, if that’s useful in you knowing when

you first became aware of'them.

A. Well, I had an awareness of them I guess —~

it’s hard for me3t95§§7‘béc
meeting secretly -

Q. Henry being Henry Kissinger?

A. Yes —— with these people, and before I came into

the scene I don’t think I would have known about it.

minute I came into the scene, I did know about it.

se:iéihink that Henry was

well,

Q. So when you say came into the scene, does that

mean actually took your position in January?

Y
{

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 14th ST., N.W,, WASHINGTON, DC 20005-5650 (202) 289-2260




10

H

12

13

14

1%

16

17

18

19

21

24

25

-73
A. No, I can’t say. I would almost believe prior.io
when I officially took my position, as long as I was |
designated I probably knew about it, because, Yyou see,jI had
all my clearances and everything like that. As a matter of

fact, Just as a t1db1t I m the person who had to approve

all the clearances, even down to the code numbers.

Q. Did you have any discussions with Mr. Kissinger
prior to January of ’73, when you were designated as the

deputy but had not actually taken the position, wlth respect

- .
»
A

to prisoners?

A. I don’t recall.

Q. Who woulo have had the responsibility to discuss
with Kissinger the issue of negotiation for prisonersifrom
the Department of Defense prior to you coming on boaro?

A. vYou know, I can’t state this for a fact.

Q. I’l]l take your opinion on it.

I think it

Q. So the Joint Chlefs of staff not the Secrdtary of

Defense or not the Deputy secretary of Defense? : j .

f. Yes, and there’s a reason for that.
Q. on what do you base that opinion? . i
A. Two things. First of all, Henry had a very, very

high regard for Tom Moorer, which was prior and rlgh;. 1

did too. And he had a good relationship with him. He did

o=
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not have a good relationship with Laird, .and I Jjust beiie;e
he probably talked to Moorer. Secondly because these were
uniformed people we were talking about.

Q. UWas it your perception, as you had been desi#nated
the deputy and became aware of the Paris peace talks, %hat
the United States was negotiating from a position of |
strength or weakness in the Paris peace talks?

AL In my judgment ——

Q. And*that’s all it is.: I’m just asking yqur
Judgment on this:,

A. In my judgment, we were negotiating from str?ngth.

Q. What do you base that on?

A. On our capability. There were resources ava&lable
to us that enhanced and strengthened Henry’s positionJ and
let no one doubt it.

Q. That’s in face of the strong anti-war protests

that were taking place all across the country?

A. .I’m not worrled-abo = y—war protest

P

Q. But you ‘ve taken that into con81deratlon, ahd in

spite of that —- ; -

A. Yes.

Q. And the fact that Congress was discussing abd
debating the fact that they wefe going to cut off theémoney
for the war, taking that into consideration? |

Aa. Mm—hmm .

I
o
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Q. Are you taking into consideration the pending
Watergate situation? |

A I really don’t think at that time that the, %s fou
put it, the "pending" Watergate thing was an issue. Ii'
veally don’t. |

Q. My memory -- and I think this will be borne out —-

is that by April Nixon’s senior advisors —-- Haldeman,

Eriichman, et cetera -- had resigned over Watergate.

A. I weuld have thought it would be a little bﬂt

.

later than that,‘éut, in any event, in January, which ﬁs the
time frame you’re talking about and Mr. Nixon’s
inauguration, which is in January and so forth, waterqate
was not a factor. I think all the records will bear éhat
out. |

Q. S0, in your opinion, Kissinger was negotiating

from a position of strength in the Paris peace —-

A. In the usual usage of that phrase, negotiating

from strength, that would be an overstatement, but

R -:'.::»':‘Wﬂ - i - A"_
rces; and to the normal c@tlzen :

in the street and so forth it might appear that he~wa§ -

negotiating from weakness, but in my judgment that wa% not
so.

Q. Was it your opinion that in the Paris Peace -
Accords it was the President’s goal to get out of Vi%tnam as

quickly as possible?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 14th ST., N.W., WASHINGTON, DC 20005-5650 (202) 289-2260




10
1
12
13
1
15
16
17
1

19

21

24

Paris were in 1973 in terms of political goals?

A. I don’t have any idea.

Q. Well, certainly to get out of Vietnam.

A. I’'m sure he wanted to get out of Vietnam.
Q. Did

you unde(§t§nd what his military goals

the time?

A. No.

Q. Was that something that was discussed with
Deputy Secretary of Defense?
A.

NSC, National Security Council, operation and all, I

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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aware of and familiar with the details of what was go

e
A. I think that would be a fair statement.
Q. Did you bélieve that it was Mr. Kissinger’s goal
to get out of Vietnam as quickly as possible?
A. Yes, I do.
Q. There had been overtures made earlier that if we
would withdraw entirely —— “we" being the United States ——
" from Vietnam that the Communists would return-all of our
-'prisoners of war, and this was deemed unacceptable in;1971.
Had that opinion changed by 19732 .
A. I°'m not sure I understand your queéiion.
Q. Okay. I’ll have to withdraw it.

What did you understand that Nixon’s real gQals in

were at

you as

T e

Ultimately, after I took office and I got ihto the'

became

ing on,

but at the time that you’re talking about, prior to ﬂhe time
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that I took office, I was not familiar with those’details:
that you’re talking about. |

Q. Were you familiar with the details of the Pa&Is
Peace Accords?

~A. Not until I took office.

Q. Well, that would have been January 1 of 1973i

A. Well, I didn’'t take office then. |

Q. I'm sorry. I misunderstood what you said eaflier:

A. I said in January 73, I had to be sworn in, and

»

I was not sworn into until Congress reconvened after the

inauguration.

Q. So perhaps mid-January?

A. Sometime around in there. Again, it is a m%tter
of record when I was sworn in, but it would certainly #e
after the President took office for the second term.

Q. Was that a —-

A. But I was already in DOD. I had an office ih DOD.

Q. Were you familiar. with the Paris Peace Accords

when you actuallyJﬁéékcé%%icé?“s
A. Yes, sure. | % -.
Q. When did you see the first drafts of the Pafis
Peace Accords? |
A. oh, i don’t remember that.
Q. Did }ou at some time review them?

A. I’m sure 1 did.

i
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Did you review them with a particular interegt }n

any area of the Paris Peace Accords?

a.

Q.

to review them first and make an analysis of what they

A

I don’t recall.

. Would it have been assigned by you to someone else

I would == in the normal course of events, it

would go to ISA, and they would review it and give me

of their review, a resume, so to speak, or a review of

said?

a Copy

their

comments, a memorandum, and then, of course, the Accoﬁds

»

themselves would be available to me if I really wante

look at them in detail.

Q. Do you recall whether you really wanted to look at -
them in detail prior to the signing of the "‘Accords? ‘

A. No. Wait a minute now. Prior to signing?

Q. The signing was January 27, 1972.

a. That would be too quick. I wouldn’t have dc
that.

Q. . That’s why I’mfaskifgis -

A. It wouldn’t be possible.

Q. Did you have any input into the language in
Accords?

A. No.

Q. Were you asked to consult —-

A. No .

Q. -- on the language of the Accords?
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A. No. This is all happening simultaneously, ﬁou
know. I’m not even in office at that point. }

Q. Mr. Clements, I’1ll have to apologize, but y4u~know
this and we don’t. And you clearly had the confidencé of
Mr. fixon to put you in place, so I don’t know what yéu were
doing and what you weren’t, and the only way I can kn&w is
to ask you. 1

Having said that, did you go to Paris?
A. No~ o _

» | .
4

Q. You weren’t in Paris?

A. No.

Q. Were you involved in any cable traffic backfand
forth from Paris about the signing of the Accords? ‘

A. No.

Q. You had said earlier that you believed it was
Nixon’s main goal to get out of Vietnam or get out of the
war as soon as possible. What do you base that on?

A. Well, I’'m.not:&ure; but I think that he pubhicly»

stated that as one of his objectives. I don’t think khere’é

any question about it. That’s my recollection. But ﬁ can’ﬁl
give you a reference on it. |

Q. Did you have any private conversation with§Nixon
in which he said that?

A. No.

Q. In the four—-hour meeting, four hours with the
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President of the United States is a long time. 1In thaﬁ
four—hour meeting did he have discussions with you aboht the
course of the war in Vietnam?

A. The course of the war? I would have to answbr yes

‘to that because at that time it was winding down and hb made

that point, of course.
Q. Did you have any discussion with "him during that

four—hour conversation —- and I take it that’s the one at

which you werg hired and given your charter —- about
prisoners;of war?’ ] i ‘
A. I don’t remember that specifically, no.
Q. Did you have any other conversations with Nixon

specifically about prisoners of war that yBu can now recall?

A. No. I can’t recall. I’m not saying I didn’t. I

Just can’t recall.

Q. And every answer you’ve given today, that wdrd
could be hdded to every question I ask. You can only
testify to what you cggwtegg%il.m

A. Right.

Q. You’ve stated that you believed it was Kissinger’s

main goal to get out of Vietnam as soon as possible.

A. It’s my belief that he was charged by Presi%ent
Nixon to get us out of Vietnam.

Q. As soon as possible?

A. I beg your pardon?

I
ol
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Q. As soon as possible?
A Or as soon as reasonably we can do it.
Q. When did you begin attending NSC meetings?
AL Immediately when I took office.
“Q. So sometime after the inauguration?
A. There would have been a call by the President for .

a meeting.

Q. Do you recall there being a call for a meetihg by

the PresidenE*Autjng the January time frame? . : ; .
A. No, I don’t recall. Now I want to make onefthing
clear, and hopefully it’s only in the sense of makingiit
clear to you and your understanding here, to maybe heip you
in your asking questions.
The NSC that you refer to, I assume you'’re ﬁalking
about a meeting called by the President, chaired by tﬁe

President, with only those members that we talked abo#t -

Q. The seven we talked about.

A. - sitting there. _‘
Q. Right.

AL You also have to understand as a piece of t%at B

that the NSC functions every day. I mean, it’s got agbig
staff. At that time, I think the staff was about 30.; I'm
not sure of that number, but I think it was like 30.; And in
the situation room, as it’s called, we had many, manf, many

meetings of the NSC at which the President would not be
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present, and these were subcommittees of the NSC.

These meetings went on all the time, on all #inds
of detailed subjects. And it was almost like doing your
homework prior to meeting with the President for a fulﬁ*
fledsed NSC meeping. So when you speak of the NSC, yop’re
talking about a body run by the Assistant to the Presihent
for National Security Affairs and a staff that he hasithere

of, as I say, maybe 35 or 40 people.

Q. Butsthe meetings that '‘you’ve described or, that you
described earlier and the participants —- the seven
participants --—

A. That’s the NSC. That’s the parent body. THat’s
what I would refer to as the parent body.

Q. So if I referred to a meeting of the NSC, National
Security Council, it would be the parent body that yo@ are
referring to. |

A. Everything we’re talked about up until now is the

parent body, NSC.

Q. and the subcommittees of the NSC —- ' i :

82

A. They all had different names, and I can’t récall -

T e

those names now, the subcommittee for this and that abd so
forth.

Q. Was there a subcommittee dealing with priso&er of
war issues? |

A. Per se, no.
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Q. What subcommittee would that have fallen unaer;

AL I can’t recall offhand. ‘

Q. Who would have been the person at NSC responsible
for that area of expertise?

N - I can’t answer that, but you could ask Brent

scowcroft and he could probably tell you.

Q. Do you believe there was someone at the NSC who
ha& +hat charter?

A. I v¥eally don’t. o -

-
» .

Q. So you'don’t believe that someone had that
responsibility?

A. Not to my recollection, mo. I think they were
dependent primarily on DOD and, secondarily, on State. If
they wanted to know something about that, they would ask me
or they would ask somebody over at State, or maybe evén
bypass me and talk to Eagleburger. I don’t know.

Q. You’ve mentioned State. You’ve mentioned DOD.

Wouldn’t an important component of that be the Direct@r of

Central Intelligence?

A. Well, all I can speak to, obviously, is wheh I was.

..

in this circuit, and during the four years that I wasga
member of the National Security Council, the director of CIA'
was there only not as a participating member but as a;staff
support.

Q. To whom?

i
o
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A. To the NSC. and so that function of the CIA w;s a
matter of supplying information, intelligence, to the other
members, and my recollection is -- and I could be wrong
about thié, but my recollection is that the Director of the
CIA.never;voiced an opinion in the discussions. He was a
staff assistant to the NSC, and as a consequence of that,
when I said he was a member, I’m not sure that that’s{a
right statement.

"I tHink if you go back on the record he probably
was not listed as a member but as a staff consultant or
staff support.

Q. 3 Going back now to your description of the NSC that
you gavegme earlier, with the President, Vice President,
Secretary of Defense, Deputy Secretary of Defense, CIA, NSC
and JCS, you’ve now told me CIA never voiced an opinion.

A. Now I didn’t say never voiced an opinion. hhat I
said was they certainly gave their report on whateverfthe
issue was, and if they were addressed, like Colby, as an

example, and an issue came up they’d say, Bill, whatcdo you

know about this. And he would respond on whatever "he knew -.

or he would even have been asked by the President to;be
there prepared, or the National Security Advisor, to;be
there prepared to brief on a particular subject.

And he’d have his charts and everything thére, or

viewgraphs, and he would brief the members, the voting
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members —— I shouldn’t say voting. That’s not true. ‘weu
never voted. The active members that were thére by
invitation of the President. But the CIA as a member of
that body, they were really staff people
.- Am I making myself clear?

Q. You’re making yourself very clear. Was there
anyone else who was there as staff?

A. The chief of staff was there occasionally.

Q. Whowwas the chief of gtaff during this time?

A. whoeve{ it was at that time. )

Q. When Ford was there I think Cheney was chief of
staff, was he not?

A. Well, Rumsfeld was for a while for Ford. I know
that. Haldeman? Yes, Haldeman was for Nixon, and they were
not regularly there. They would float in and out of those
meetings. You never knew whether they uwere going to be
there or not. They were not members per se.

And they weren’t ever allowed, and they never
voiced their opinion. Now I want to say-we’re getting into ™

nuances here, but that’s also true of the'National-Se¢urity;:

T ..

Advisor. In other words, the National Security Advisér,
whether it was Henry when he was or it was Scoucroft
subsequently with Ford, after Henry had gone, they wefe like
the CIA. They were there in support of the body, but they

weren’t members per se.
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Am I making that clear to you?

Q. You’ve made it very clear.

A. Okay .

Q. So the President was the only vote. What role did
the Vice President play?

A. Well, he was certainly a member, and he would
freely voice his opinions, but again I remind you hejhad no
vofe. Nobody had a vote.

Q. And-the participating;members were the Sgcﬁetary
of Defense, the 6;puty Secretary of Defense,-;nd the;Joint.
Chiefs of staff?

A. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, just the
Chairman. And the Vice President and the President.k $o‘
that made five members.

Q. And CIA and the National Security Advisor were
there as staff?

A. Support, ves.

Q. And the chiefs of staff to the President were in

and out?

A. In and out. You’d never know when they were going

to be there or when they wouldn’t.

Q. Were there»other people now that you’ve thought
about that were either in or out or —-

A. No.

Q. So we basically have the list.
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A. I’'m glad we came back to that to let me clarif;
it.
(Recess.]
MR. CODINHA: Let’s go back on the record.
-7 BY MR. CODINHA:

Q. Governor, one of the things that, as I told you, I
will do after each break is to ask you whether there’s

anything you’ve said this morning that, upon reflection, you

need to add to, delete from, ov’ change. ) -
A. No.
Q. I think when we stopped we were discussing the

Paris Peace Accords. Let me ask you, at the time the
Accords were signed, which was January 27 of *73, I asked
you whether there had been any meetings of the National
Security Council, and that’s when we discussed that smaller
group and you went on to explain the subcommittees of the
National Security Council.
Do you recall there being any meetings of the

National Security Council? '

A. At that time, no. ' £

Q. I would assume —- and correct me if I’m wrong —-
that the first time you attended a meeting of the National
Security Council, the select body, the six, would have been
the sort of thing that you would remember.

A. Not necessarily, no.

il
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Q. Do you remember the first one you attended?;

A. That’s what I’m saying. The answer is no. I
doﬁ’t.

Q. It wasn’t the sort of thing that would stick in
your¥ imemory?

A. I’ve already said no.

Q. It certainly didn’t. Do you remember any specific
NaﬁionalESecurity Council meetings that you attended in
19732 o o .

A. You me;n Just offhand?

Q. -Yes, just offhand.

A. We met many times, but if you’re asking me about a
specific time and a specific circumstance and why I wbuld
remember it and so forth, the énswer is no. I don’t
remember. It was Jjust part of doing business, and you never
know when you’re going to meet because you’re subject to the
call of the President. 1It’s his committee, and there are no
scheduled meetings.

Q. At the time the Paris Peace Accords were signed,

were you able to determine how much resolve there was on thé.

part of the President to enforce the Accords?
A. I don’t have any idea.
Q. Did you ever discuss that with the Presideﬁt?
A. No. |

Q. At the time the Accords were signed, did you know
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how much resolve there was on the part of Mr. Kissinger to
make sure that the Accords were enforced?

A. I don’t think that you could phrase it in those

terms, because the National Security advisor to the

Pregident has no line authority, and I want to remind you

jt’s National Security “Advisor® to thé President. So when
you start talking about his line authority, I’m not éxactly
sure where that exists.

Q. Whavwould have had the line authority to_enforce

the Accords? Thé President clearly would have.

A. Yes.

Q. Next down from the President, who would have had
it?

A. I think undoubtedly he would delegate that:

authority. It would flow into the naturai channels of
either the Secretary of state or the Seqretary of Defense,
Deputy Secretary of Defense. You’re talking about for
action.

Q. Actlon, ves.

A. It would go one of those two ways. It would
really go to the NSC, and the NSC would meet and they’d talk
about it and the President would make the decision, and when
he’d make his decision it would go for action either in the
State Department or over in DOD. That’s the way the system

works .

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 14th ST., N.W., WASHINGTON, DC 200055650 (202) 289-2260




10

"

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

‘19

20

21

22

23

24

25

99
If I'm not making that clear, you need to ask me,

because I want to make it clear how those lines of authority
actually work —-- not how they appear to work but how théy
work. There’s a difference, and you can’t look at th&t.flow
chart and ever tell that.

Q. From the time the Accords were signed, the
communists began breaching the Accords. Do you recall that?

A. No.

Q. weli do you recall that at least one of the .

issues in the Accords“w ftH;tifHé.fighting would cease,
there was going to be a ceésefire, and the communists
breached that almost 1mmed1ate1y°

AL You tell me: that s a fact.

Q. You Jjust don’t recall it?
AL That’s right.
Q

. If you d°“’t“tﬁ931l it, Jjust say I don’t recall

A. I-don’t reéali:thds
fact, it’s a fact.

Q.

A. No.

Q. Do you recall -ihether ~had any discussions with

Mr. Kissinger prior to the signing of the Accords about what
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was going to happen if the enemy breached the Accords?

A. No.

Q. We discussed that Mr. Kissinger was National
security Advisor to the President. I believe he was aiso
sbeéial emissary to the Paris Peace Accords. Do you recall
that?

A. No.

Q. one of the items that was negotiated during the
Paris Peace Accords was for thé return of American POWs. .

Are you aware of that'> f*" e

A. I remember vaguely that this was a part of the

discussions and =Ye) forth.

Py .

Q. Wwhen you say a part of the dlscu831ons were those
part of the discussions at NSC, part of the discussions with

Kissinger, part of the discussions with Nixon? I’'m Jjust

hav1ng trouble with that.

And then I’m off1c1ally11n_.

You’re talklng about

all transpired prior to when

when I officially took offlce, and you’re in a very gray

T
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.there s a maJjor change-go;ng

=
area here as far as my authority is concerned before ; was
sworn in or immediately after I was sworn in and so fbrth.
So you'’re right at a point here of a gray area where I ean’t
be very helpful. |
Q. I think you make a very valid point. Let me
address that point for a moment because it sounds —- and

please correct me if I’m wrong —— like during this

transition time between Nixon Administration 1 and Nixon

- .
4

Administration 2 that there 1s a major change 1n the Defense
Department of personhel.jili '

Al And authority. No question about it.

Q. I’m correct on that?

A. Absolutely.

ot e s

Q. And this is happening, as near as I can tell from
the testimony, sometime prior to the first of the yeer and

going possibly into the flTSt quarter of the new year. So

we have the end of ’72 and the”be 'ing ‘of 73 where.'g'

A. Glitch.

Q. It’s a glitch.“Woul

A. Yes, I wouldw"

Q. And from ébﬁetlme, woul you say, the last - quarter

of 1972, whlch is the last three henths of 1972 untll the

first three months of 1973 from the last three months of .-

EINEPEIE  AF

1972 there was the beglnnlng of thlS nebulous time?
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Aa. Well, I wouldn’t put that kind of a time frame on

Q. What time frame would you put on it?

A. I think that probably a more narrow time frame
would be more suitable because most of those people, like
Mel Laird, he stayed in place until the new me and new
Secretary, until we came into being, and we hed to go

through our Senate hearings and had to be confirmed, prior

- .
.
o

to that. Do you gsee what I meaﬁ? -

S0 there is a:;ag in there, like Elliot had some
real difflculty in the genate hearlngs and all, and he was
not confirmed for quite e while. And so under those
cifcumstances, why I’'m trying to say that_this gray area
that we’re talking about existed more into like January,

right in this time frame of the Peace Accords that you’re

talking about.

Q. It certainly¢5}"f

Lalrd or whatever,-those:peopt
same people, 11ke Tom Moorer

he’s still in place,- And he was for the next two years.

So there’s no_glltgh: *"“Ehfth the Chalrman of ‘the

93

S

Joint Chiefs or how theﬁchiéfé"ﬁéteéfpr reacted or whatever. .

So we want to be carefdl*éSSEt”theL_

i
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Q. But within DOD Laird must have known that he
wasn’t going to stay on.

A. oh, he knew that, absolutely.

Q. So he was, to use the political parlance, avleme
duck

A. No questioq‘about it. He was.

Q. And he really didn’t have the kind of say and

authority that he would have had a year before?

~

A. Théi’s‘;rue. o ° S : ‘ .

Q. And Mr. Nutféfi 'ho was the A531stant Secretary of
Defense for ISA,‘would‘have been in the same posxtlon. He
was a lame duck.

A. He may haQe.aifeedy iefﬁé as farves I know. I

don’t know.

Q. We can’t tell exactly when he left, so he may have

already left, but there was a change in there. Who did you

at Duke Unlver51ty. He taught*leon at pPuke Unlverslty. I

can’t think of his name . rlghtfnow,

Q. The 81gn1flcance of it“‘ owever, is ‘that he was a

lame duck, too. He wasn’t 901ng to be staylng.
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A. That’s right. |
Q. Aand that knowledge would have been known by the
last quarter of 1972, that all of these people were not
going to be in the new Administration.
4. I think that’s a little bit too much.

J
you’re talking about last quarter.

You_ see,

Q. By December of 19727

A. That'’s December. So if you want to talk about

« o’

this gray area bexng in December , January, for a 60- day .

period, which would be the true tran81tlon per1od I thlnk
that’s probably right, that things were kind of catch as
catch can, although there were still people there to.glve it
continuiiy,’?ou know. - - .

Q. But the leadership was gone, the leadership of the
Department of Defense was all —-

A, Not really. Tom Moorer was still in place.

Q. But he wasn’t'ieadershlp*o :the Department of
pDefense.

% of the Joint Chiefs. -

" the NSC council and

%sas the third person in

_ ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC :
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to you that this had to be the decision of only one pérson,
and that’s President Nixon, so you’ll have to ask him that
question.

Q. I hope to.

== Were you aware of any discussions with Mr. Nixon

relating to the numbers of prisoners of wa; that we were
going to get back under the Paris Peace Accords? |

A. No, I was not. -

Q. Nefé-yog aware of any:aiécussions with Mr-.
Kissinger as to the humbgﬁégofiprisoners of war?

A. No, not at fﬁé£:£iﬁe.

Q. Did you have discussions with him at a later time?

A. Well, ultimately, as my responsiﬁilities in:DOD
would entail, I was right in that prisoner of war sitgation
up to my eyebrows about numbers and who they were and
everything else.

up to your eyebn:ms‘>

Q. When did: you-reai&y—get—tn:

A. Well, it would 'éﬁ' ;ff;xing; after I had takeh
office. | | B f

Q. Spring_cbmeslééflyitu When do you thihk';-
it was? NA- _ ;

A. Well, it ;ogi;.ugl Y 'y APTil that.I was
significantly lnvolvedhﬁlth Chap ames and Jerry

Friedheim.

Q. Aand you keep usihg#@ﬁaée*pédple.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC.
1111 14th ST NW., WASHlNGTON DC 20005-5650 (202) 289-2260
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Aa. I know.

Q. Those were the point of action people ——

97

Aa. I keep telling you that they are the ones that ——

I°m trying to make it clear to you.

Q. Those were the point of action people, as far as

you were concerned?
A. Absolutely.

Q. Were you aware of any discussions at the

Pre81dent1al level prlor to the APTll time frame as to what

would have been too few pnlsoners for us to.get back°

A. No .

Q. Were you aware of any dlscu881ons prior to the
April time frame at the'KLSSLHQGY level as to what would
have been too few prisoners for us to get back?

A. Well, this is a very nebulous area because the

MIAs, the missing in action numbers were always veryz

dlsturblng to everybodijoncerned?aﬂwe were all. concerned

with this. You know, where‘are €. people, and why~are

have an oplnlon about whethenm

was Smely to obtaln a decent—soundlng agreement that wou

allow us to withdraw, or whether we 1ntended to enforce t

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC. ;.
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98
agreement?

A. I can’t say, because I want to emphasize to you
that, you know, on certain things that we’re talking abéut I
can be specific. I can talk about time, place, |
circumstances, people. But you’re talking about a small
time frame here in my four years when I wés just'barely
being sworn into office, and I can’t reaily -- my recéll or
my participation or my knowledge of the facts and everything

v
4

“ﬁ .. - - ” - - g
is minimal during, this particuldr period. I was trying to.

Q. I know how ha;é-£hat is.
Well, as we came into the spring of 1972 and you
began, as your role and your responsibilityland your'ﬂuties
crystallized in front of you, there must have been

discussions at the NSC about enforcement of the Accords.

A. There undoubtedly were, but I have no recollection

the small body.

A. The parent body°._”:

Q. Thank you, the parent body, of dlSCUSSlOﬂS ‘of POW

issues? .;“?TL;I_-'

Iy
"'
|
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A. No.
Q. My phrasing of that question may have been
awkward. Do you have an affirmative memory that it wasn t

dlscussed, or you Jjust have no memory?

A. I have no memory.
Q. What did you know about the U.S. negotiating
strategy at the-Paris Peace Accords concerning POWs?

A. Nothing.

.
.
‘.h

Q. who would have been ﬁhe person from Department of.
Defense who would have had that charter°

A. I°d say probably Tom Moorer, who was Chairmén of
the Joint Chiefs.

Q. Had you beeﬁ“{;hbieceAthe year before, in other
words if you had come in in 1972 vather than ’73, would that
have been your role? |

A. Yes. Ken Rush is the name of the person that I

was searching for a whiie*agb?" —Rush -- and he became

charter?
A. AbsoluteIYﬁ,e'

Q. Nhen you say that~Tom Moorer would have had this

Sty e rEET

'responSLblllty from Department of Defense, when 'I say "this

respon51b111ty," let me rephraseetheuquestlon

A. I didn’t say that.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY iNC. . - . .
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Q. Who would have been the point person for the
pepartment of Defense for knowledge of U.S. neéotiating
strategy for POW/MIA issues?

A. In a structural sense, normal semnse, Mel Laird and
Tom Moorer would be the two people who would have had an
awareness of this sort of thing. 1In my judgment —— and I

can’t speak with absolute authority —— Ken Rush did not have

. the kind of charter that I had. He was over in the

Department of-“Defense temporarily, and he knew from

At

.

~aveac

Pre81dent N1xon that hé Was going to move tOZState, so that

“he was there Jjust temporarlly a Deputy Secretary.

The fact of the matter is that Mel Laird did not
have the confidence of President Nixon nor Kissinger, and
therefore I think it’s entirely possible that during this
period you’re talking about he would have been short-

circuited, so to speak, and Moorer would have been involved.

I'm trying to_explai

ugly.

haven’t got him on your llst to talkﬂto, you need to.

Q. Tom Moorer . may not be happy:that you told us about

4

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC.
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him, but he has just become part of our list, if he waen’t
already part of our list.

Would President Nixon, to your knowledge, have
been involved in the negotiating strategy for prisoneré'of
war With Secretary Kissinger?

A. I’d have to answer yes, undoubtedly that was a
facet of the negotiations, a piece of the negotiations.

Q. And was it a piece -that Nixon would have become

- .’

involved with? y - - T

A. Well, when you-use the word “involved" --

Q. When I say iﬁQolved, that he would have paid
attention to and sought information.

A. Yes, and had khowledge of, yes.

Q. And who from Mr. Kissinger’s staff would have been
the most knowledgeable person on that issue, if you know?

A. I really don’t know. »

Q. We have beeﬁ“glv

e ri“:?a"

k”6WLedgeab1e person as Dr.

shields, Roger Shlelds,.ffom epa tment of Defense, who
during this time perlod was th

Defense and chairman of the:PON/MI ask group. Would he

have been lnvolved 1n th;s‘
A.
Q.

State in the second N1xon Admlnlstratlon7

Aa. Only temporarlly;_ No,-hewwasn t. Yes, he was,

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC.
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and then Henry moved over there.

102

Q. But initially it would have been Secretary Rogers?

A. Right.
Q. Would he have been the person knowledgeableiof
U.S.-.negotiating strategy on POWs?

A I personally doubt it.

Q. When you say you personally doubt it, do you have

a reason for opining in that way?

A. Yes.« o .

Q. Rather than pushing you and asking what the reason

ig —-
A. I wouldn’t tell you. Go ahead.
Q. -— do you know the person who he would have

delegated that responsibility to?

A. No, but I’m sure that you can find out within the

structure of State. They will know in their files whp that

had been delegated to.

Department of Defense. would thes' ecisions be made abovei-

that level?

A. In my oplnlon yes

ALDERSON REPORTlNG COMPANY INC.
1111 14th ST, N.W.,, WASHINGTON DC 20005-5650 (202) 289 -2260
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Q. From Mr. Kissinger’s staff, would Mr. Scowcroft or
General Scowcroft have been involved in this issue? -

A.  In my opinion, yes. I°1ll put it this way. If
Brent was not involved, he would certainly know at NSC Qho
was “doing the staff work for Henry. somebody on that NSC
staff was doing Henry’s staff work for him on this is$ue.

Q. In what form were Presidentiél directives on

foreign policy decisions transmitted to the  appropriate

agencies, do‘iou recall? - .
A. say that agaln.“,_*
Q. In what form were written Presidential directives
n foreign policy decisions transmitted to the approprlate
agenéies during the Nixon Administration?. Nere they called
National Security Decision Directives, do you recall?
A. They were called NSDMs —-= National Security

Decision Memorandums, NSDMs .

Q. Where did those31ssue -from?

ARk ‘_Mw

AL Yes, abso;qteiyi They. jefe the ultlmate deCLSLOn
and guideline.

Q. Were there NSDMs tha _prov;ded policymakers in the

State Department or ln the Pentagon Pre81dent1al guldance

relatlng to the Vietnam conf11ct°¢;u

ALDERSON "REPORTING COMPANY, INC.- i
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A. My judgment would be the answer is yes, but i
can’t say that for sure. |

Q. Would you have been a receiver of NSDMs?

A. Yes. DOD would get basically two copies. Ohé
cdpidﬁould be for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs and one
copy would be for the Office of the Secretary of DefenSe,

which includes the Secretary and me.

Q. Do you recall -whether any of the written

. o?

Presidential dlrectlves or the NSDMS pertained in- part or in
toto to the POW 1ssue°..' " .
| A. No. R

Q. You don’t re9all?

A. I don’t recall.

Q. Do you recall whether a new Presidential diﬁective
was issued after the Paris Peace Accords outlining a new
policy toward Vietnam concerning Vietnamization?

, but ‘I would not be

A. I don’t specificall"ﬂecall

surprised if there were‘one
Q.
directive
new policy with respecﬁ?A' :ﬁgf u.s. military
involvement in Vietﬁaﬁéaii;?.y - | ﬁ
A. I’m not sure what thafradz;tlon means .
Q. Then let me wlphdrawmi;'wt"'

A. We certainly wanted to get out of Vietnam, so I

.
b
.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. .
1111 14th ST, N W, WASHINGTON DC 20005-5650 (202) 289-2260

i3




10
"
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

21
22
23
24

25

105
don’t know what really your question means.

Q. Were you involved at any time in drafting these
directives or proposed Presidential directives as they
relaF?d to the Department of Defense?

-A. Well, that’s a difficult question to answer,
because those directives, those NSDMs -- I assume youfre
still talking about the NSDMs —-- they were essentially a
product of the NSC meetings, so I certainly do not want to
leave the 1mpression that a natlonal security adv1éor to the
President, Henry Kissinger as an example, or, subsequently,
Scouwcroft, is sitting dowﬁ there in the basement of the
Wwhite House draftlng NSDMs. ‘He’s not doing that.

Those NSDMs would have to be a product of the NsC,
so whenever one of these NSDMs would float through and so

forth, why I was already familiar with it because it’s

something that we had talked about at the NSC level. aAm I

making myself clear?

Q. _Yes, you are.

In our negotiating

the POWs —- how lmportant was-that lssue in the overall

Paris Peace Accords? TN -

A. I can’t answer those questions. You know, I was

not involved.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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Q. Did you have any discussions with peopie whe were
involved later who made representations as to that? ‘

A. I don’t recall.

.19' As you said, you were up to your eyebrows by
April. I would think thatvyog would have gone back of had
someone at your direction go back and say, well, what did we
agree to and what are we gettlug. Is that accurate?

A. Reagonably so. I am sure that I was reasonably
informed not only about the Accords per se but also about '
the fulfillment of the obligatlons both ways. But I cannot
specifically tell you that. I don’t have any recall ef it
particularly.

Q. So you wouldn’t be able to tell me from your
recall about what specifically we asked for in the Aceords?

A. No.

MR. CODINHA: This is Exhibit Number 5.

BY MR. cooINHé
Q. In dep081ng other

we’ve come across materlal 1n the Department of Defense

ASD/IsA files which dealt wlth the 1ssues of prlsoner
release and repatriation*and.stuggeS'that were done. One of

them was done by Frank Sieverts and was in the Roger shields

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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files. Rogev Shields is a name that we have mentioned
before.

Exhibit Number 5 is a portion of Mr. Sieverts’
memorandum on prisoner release and repatriation study,‘and
he eeﬁtlons a number of things within that. Did you ever
review memos that were done at a level down to the Roger

Shields’ level?

A. Yes.

&" [ 4
.

b~

Q. You did: Are_you familiar with that stdd;?: .

A. No. I may be familiar with it in the sense that I
knew about it at the time, but I have no recollection of it.

Q. And I'm not suggesting that you automatically
would. I had to ask the question to see whether you did.

Did you understand that by april, when you became

up to your eyebrows in the issue, had you become aware that

we did not have a llstlng from the other side, from the

enemy prior to the 81gn;ng"of “cords as to who they

held as prisoners?

o

Q.

from the enemy do you - be

dlfference in what went 1nto the Parls Peace Accords portlon

as it related to POWs and MIAs° .

r

AL Well, I would have to say that, retrospectively

[ —

looking at it, that would have been an overSLth That

o

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. ~
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question certainly should have been asked.

Q. In terms of by April, as you were looking at the
prisoner of war issue as it existed for you then and You had
hed.§9meone on your staff or yourself review what we’d
gotten versus what we thought we were going to get, were you
able to form an opinion as to how we did under the Pafis
Peace Accords?

A. No,“and I want to make it clear here. You keep
referring to thede Peace Accords, and as the Deputy
Secretary of Defense I then was concerned with are there any
MIAs. All this other is kind of beside the poiht, the Peace
Accords and whatever has transpired prior to my arrvrival up
thefe. There’s nothing I can do about that.

But what I am concerned with would be are there
any MIAs, and my effort in DOD, starting from the tihe that
I officially took office and began working with Friedheim

ritask

and Chappy James and with:ithei éforce and with the
. expended, was on the:.

“Vietnam. That’s my

is Peace Accords.
ITOSe, and you would

infer that I’m 901ng back to those-Accords and I am readlng

them with a fine—-tooth comb- and I’m 901ng over.. them and so

forth. "I’m not doing that;' I-had hothing to do with them.

What I am interested ln, are there any POWs over there, and

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC. .
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that was my sole effort in that regard.
Q. You used the term Vietnam. Can we extend it to
Southeast Asia? |

A Yes, Southeast Asia. That’s an oversight on my

part.

B

Q. The reason I keep going back to the Paris Peace
Accords is because I believe that was the operative t¢ol
that you had to work with in terms of getting information.
Was there some other wax that Je were operating oﬁherithan'
through the Paris Peacé Accords during the spring 6f 19737

A. I cannot give you the names and means by wﬁich we
got information out of Vietnam, Southeast Asia, but we Had
access and.had avenues that were certainly different from
what you’re talking about. We were leaving no stone
unturned, and I want to emphasize that.

If you think there’s pressure today, you don’t

‘ar is still fresh‘on

so forth, where s my .
brother? .e&s my father? vAnd thosé~
pressures

investigating party hefé“thét’?dﬁ Eﬁink we were kind'of

Slttlng back sucklng our thumb“and.that we weren’t do1ng

anything, and this was sort of a passe issue aug so forth.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
1111 14th ST, NW,, WASHINGTON ;DC: 20005-5650 (202) 289-2260
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That’s absolutely nonsense. We were turning things iﬁside-
out, using every avenue available to us to find out if there
were indeed prisoners of war in Vietnam.
. and I want to emphasize that the people that were
doing this in the form of Chappy James was like a three-tour
Air Force colonel, much-decorated fighter pilot, who Qas .

looking for his buddies as much as anything else, and there

were no resouyce problems. We had available to us whatever

.

; resources were necessary to fully explore and determlne

whether or not there were any POWs over there.

And I think we did a thorough, first-class job,
and I can teli you witheﬁt’anylequivocationAthere was;not
shred of one evidence of one person that we could ever find.
I fully support your effort and everything, but I want you

to understand fully how I feel about this. 1I’ve been‘down

this road time and time and time again, and we used every

people and looklng at’ very:  C- 1331f1ed 1ntelllgence,

-reports and so forth up | untll-the day I left offlce, because

this issue is 20 years old. . : ‘You~ know, it Jjust keeps coming
back. We investigated avlot_of the_organizations. Some of

them were absolutely valid aﬁd-deéerved all the attention in .

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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the world that we could give them. Some of them were
absolute fakes and all they were trying to do was exploit -

the situation and sell bracelets or whatever, you know.
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_there were any POUWs 1n'V1e nam._“To'thlnk otherwlse 15 Just

- -

v__)kﬁnd_i1Tuas_a_ua¥y—disgustiﬂg*see—ei—ci:cumsnénces
Q. Well, let me ask yéu, Mr. Clements. Would you sa;\\
you had not arrived at the conclusion that you statedifor us (
today, the conclusion that there wasn’t a shred of evidence, .
by April of 19732

k"

A. of course not. | - ' .

®

Q. So it would have been long after that?
A. Oh, yes, certainly it would have been, and all I

can tell you is that when I left office in January ’77 that

was my conclusion.

Q. Are you aware that the Department of Defense, in
April of 73, through Roger Shields, the chief spokesman,
was putting out the word that all the prisoners uere dead in

Southeast A31a° =

mm ‘;&’F"v_r'—"'

Iﬂ?{_;;n:ﬁﬂ:at Chappy James and~

absolutely nonsense . -:fﬁﬁ{jg-

- e e,

= ) [Clements Exh1b1t No 6 was

_; marked for identification.]
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Q. I’m showing you your Exhibit Number 6. This is a
Washington Post article of April 13th of 1973, and the

headline of the article is "All U.S. POWs Free, Pentagon

Maintains. The Pentagon said yesterday it has no evidence

there are any more U.S. prisoners of war still alive in
Indochina." And Roger Shields, who is described here as the
spokesman for the Pentagon, made that statement in April of

1973.

- o
‘-6.

So you are saying that was not your-opinion in
19732
Al and it certainly did not represent the effoft we
were putting forward.
Q. I’m not talking about the effortlyou were putting

forward. I’m talking about your personal opinion.

Aa. You’re wrong.
Q. I’m asking. I’m not telling you.

A. I didn’t hayezagzigeféoﬁalfopinion at that point.

S0 1n april of 1973, whlch; s the:date you’re talklng about,.

I certainly had no sueh“op;ﬂ t—that tlme, because I

didn’t know.

Q. And it was years later that you developed the

lnformatlon that allowed you to*say there wasn’t a shred of .

evidence?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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Aa. That’s exactly right.
Q. Do you recall having a meeting with Roger Shields

prior to this press conference in April of *737?

A. No. I don’t have any recollection of.that.
< . T

L A

Q. Well, let’s see if I can refresh your memory. At

the meeting, Mr. Shields came into your office and you
discussed the POW/MIA issue, and you said to Mr. Shields

they’re all dead. All the POWs are dead. And his response

- .
[ .
o~

to that’ was we don’t have the evidence for that, and you °
responded, you didn’t hear me; they’re all dead, or words tc
that effect. |

A. I have no'recollection of any such-discussiom. no.

Q. Would a discussion like that be significant enough
for you to remember? |

A. I would think so, because, as I’ve Jjust finiShed
telling you, this was an ongoing investigation. You knouw,
this is a sensitive issue with me, and it was before I ever

went to DOD because of my-relat10nsh1p that I’ve already ,;

told you about with RossEPerot now all of his efforts.

I’ve known a lot of the Pows that have come back. I’ ve had;}

.ﬁpfuntll right now Nlth

AT wa— -

close assoc1at10n with t_ m*év

some of those POWs. -7

So I don’t accept that statement at all. If Roger
told you that I v1gorously dlsagree.

Q. You have no memory of the statement "but can you

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. v
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further -and say you would not have said something liké that?

A. I certainly can’t imagine me saying anythiné like

Q. We have talked some this morning aESGE‘TnFe#ma&iQE\_

that you had as Deputy Secretary into Aprll of 1973 when you
were up to your eyebrows in information on PONs/MIAs,;apd
you talked about the MIAs, but you didn’t.mention the:

prisoners of war that didn’t come home at Homecoming.

P
.’h

Do you.recall that certain POWs did not comg homre
at Homecoming?

A I’m vague about thét. While he’s looking for
that, let me give you the names of two othgr people that.I
think will be worthwhile for yod. Ken Carr, Admirai Ken
Carr —-- spelled C-a-r-r. He’s a Vice Admiral, retirep,
Navy, and he was my chief of staff for four years. Ahd
General John Jones, Army general, two—-star, and he was the

deputy chief of staff for .me.: for -four years.

Both of these'men aremVletnam veterans, both of ;.

them are entirely famlllar w1th everythlng I°m talklng to

you about, and I would'strongly recommend to you that you %;

talk to them. Flrst oftall' I’ m sure that they will support

- B

and substantlate everythlng I’'m telllng you but they may'
also have better memories than I ‘do about some of thgse

details. _They are extremely capable

Q. Vice Admiral Carr, who was your.chief of staff,
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did he come on board when you did?
A. I recruited him.
Q. So he’s more or less contemporaneous with you.
through the four years?
‘ Lk. Absolutely. I recruited him.
Q. Were either of thesg peopie, either Admiral Carr

or General Jones, tasked by you to become involved in the

POW/MIA issue, or were they Jjust generally your staff?

~h

A. There’s-nothing that went on in my pffiéé that -
these two were not awaré’of, and one or the other of them
sat in on every person who ever came into my office.

(Discussion off the record.]

MR. CODINHA: This is Clements Exhibit Number 7.
[The document referred ?o was
marked Clements Exhibit%No. 7

for identification.]

8Y MR. CODINHA:wv-u

Q.

summary of 0SD/ISA PON/MIA task"fprce‘act1v1t1es at

Homecoming, and" thlS would haveubeen--- it has been : -

described to us by Dr’ Shléfaé—‘whoée deposition we’ve
already taken as the task force that had been given the
respon81b111ty of coordlnatlng information from_queqomlng
for Department of Defense, and IJSQépect ultimately for you

or a person who was in your position.
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A. What’s the date of it?
Q; This is dated actually January 30, 1973, so?yqu’re
Just there but you aren’t very into this yet. There are a
couple of issues that I do want to mention to you from the
lisij.

The list discussed the names on the list, and it
says the lists -—- and these are the Paris Peace Accord lists
-— were dispaEched by U.S. Deleggtion to France by flash
message and Jsice communicatioﬁé, and there were 555 U.S. -
military that were being on the lists, people who were on
the lists. And then there’s a summary of the military
personnel. _

The bullet the third from the bottom says,-‘fhe
names of 56 men previously carried as prisoners of war were
not on the DRV/PRG list." So this was 56 individuals{that

the United States Government had previously carried as

prisoners of war who were not on the list of people who were

released. Okay? o . - N LT -

and it saysufﬁéfnéﬁe 0f=1=269 men previously

carried as missing in action were not on the DRV or PRG o

et it i anm e

liéts. And it says_ngﬁgéiéfimEﬁjWﬁé were either pris@ner of{

war or MIA in Laos were not inéiuaéd at all. That wa% the

information that came out 6FJ£Hé:é;r;s Peace Accords. |
Now, were you aware iﬁAépfiig when you began

getting involved in this, that.56.men who were previously
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A. I can’t say. I have no recollection of allithat.

Q. Okay. Would that have been a major issue for you,
people that we, being the Uniteq States Government, héd
previously carried as prisoners of war but wﬁo didn’tfcome
back at Homecoming?

A. Well, it may or may not have been, because it
could well hawe been that they died while they were iﬁ
prison and maybe ;ome of those people by othe; prisonérs h;d

been identified as having died in prison. So that wodld be

a fallacy of those numbers.

Q. One of the numbers that was included with this was
that -- it is not on this document, but I can tell you that
the Vietnamese also provided —-- I’m sorry, it wasn’t.just

the Vietnamese. It was the communists also provided a list
of people who had died in captivity that were not part of
that 555 who were being repatrlated. Those are live peopie;

but they 1ncluded another group‘that had d1ed in capt1v1ty.5

Now this llst, ‘the names of 56 men prevxously

carried as prlsoners “of war, were: .not on the DRV or PRG
list. These are people wﬁghwe prev1ously had carrled as
alive. |

4.  But my point po'YOu istfhave no idea as to the

accuracy of those numbers, and I don’t know who would have.

Q. When you say the accuracy of the numbers, what do -
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you mean?

A. Where did the numbers come from? Who put thé.
numbers together? Were they people that were actually in
the prisons that gave these numbers? I’Qe been in this
tﬁiﬂ;"for years, and I’m telling you that it’s kind of like
a lot of other things. There are numbers and there are
numbers. Now until you tell me where these numbers come

from and the validation of those numbers, I’m not buying

- .
- .
™

those numbers. I.don’t know what those numbers are.

Q. Well, what I can tell you is that this is a point
paper that is entitled Sumhary of 0SD/ISA PW/MIA Task Force
Activities, Homecoming," and it’s documents numbered 254
through 256, your Exhibit Number 7.

AL Well, I’11 go on the record and tell you I Have no
confidence in that paper. We can go on to the next sdbject,
as far as I’m concerned.

Q. The fact that this paper indicates and the
Department of Defense has indicated that there were aﬁ least
56 men who were breviouéi;-éa;riédfaéuprisoners of war who -
were not returned at Hoﬁecoming. ‘ .

A. I understand,*and'therermayrbe many reasons for
that. |

Q. My‘question.;d_yoq is,7wgré you aware of that in
april of *71. |

A. I was not.
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THE REPORTER: Did you say aApril of *712
BY MR. CODINHA:
Q. I’'m sorry. I said April of °’71, and the

stenographer corrects me. It was April of °73.

A. I was not aware of that.

I . ‘
Q. Would the fact that the United States Government
listed people as prisoners of war and they didn’t come:home

at Homecoming have affected your opinion that there wasn’t a

o™

shred of evidence- that people Qére kept after-Homecoming?
A. I repeat what I said. I, after spending four
vyears heavily involved in all this, I was then satisfied

that there wasn’t one shred of evidence of'a live POW in

Southeast Asia. And I’m not going to change. A/*_‘¢_-_J
W///-

Q. Do you recall having any discussions after~épril
of 73 with President Nixon about the prisoner of war issue?

A. No.

Q. Do you specifically recall not discussing that
with Nixon? _ L ] .
A No.
Q. Do you recall having any discussions with %
Secretary Kissinger.ébout the pfisbner of war issue after
April of 732

A. I am positive that Henry and I discussed it ‘many
times. |

Q. Do you have any specific recollection of
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particular times?
A No.
Q. Do you have any memory of discussing the prisoner

of war issue with the Secretary of Defense after aApril of

737
A. I’m sure we discussed it many, many times, but I
have no specific recollection.

Q. Do you have any specific recollection of

- o
.:—

discussing the prisoner of war issue with any—partfbular
individual?

A. I don’t. Many, many, many discussions, but ‘when
you get dpwn to specifics and what was said and so forth,
no. |

Q. After April of ’73, when you became aware of what
was going on, do you recall taking any actions in response
to the information that you had received?

A. Oh, sure.

Q. Wwhat action did you take? ' _ .

A. Just constantlY meeting with Chappy James and
Jerry Friedheim on this issue and being updated and actualliﬁ
meeting with some of ihémﬁiéhwidbwé and family people.

Q. Were you involved in any of the ongoing
negotiations that were going on in Paris by Mr. Kiséihger ﬁo
get more information about ou; prisonérs 6f wa;?

A. - I’m not sure what discussions and when you’re
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referring to. But certainly Henry and I were talkingﬁabout
this periodically.

Q. 4In February of 1973 there is some suggestioﬁ that
SgctEPary Kissinger gave a list of 20 individuals to fhe
Vietnamese and Paris for more information about thosefpows.
Were you involved in that?

A. No. I’'m not aware of that.

Q. In June or July of 1923‘there was a list of 87

files passed by the four-party Jjoint military‘commission.

‘Were you involved in that?

AL I’m sure I was.

Q. Were you involved at all in the selection of those
files, or was that made at a lower level?

AL I can’t answer that. If you’ll tell me who the
five are, I could tell you whether I was involved.

Q. There were 87. I’m sorry. .You said five. I must
have misspoken. 87 files.

AL Weren’t there five people? . | =,

Q. It was the four-party Joint military commission,
and that’s who passed the files to the Vietnamese in June oé?
Jdly.

AL Who was on this commission?

Q. 1I°’ll have to dig out that information.

A You Jjust don’t strike a note with me about the

commission. I Jjust don’t know.
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MR. CODINHA: 1It’s 1:00. Why don’t we break for

Junch?

same day.]

[Whereupon, at 1:00 p.m., the taking of

instant deposiﬁion recessed, to reconvene at 1:45
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