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Mount Poem on the bank of the Ha Long Bay. On May Day· 45 years ago, a 
hammer and sickle was planted on its top by a youth from the nearby mining area. 
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Prime Minister Pham Van Dong. 

GREAT events in history, events of deep and last­

ing significance, take on ever greater dimen­

sions, stand out ever more clearly as time 

goes by and spread their positive influence for and 

wide, conforming to the trend of progress of a 

whole historical period. 

This is what we may say in 1975, 30 years after 

with regard to the great revolution of August 1945 

and the foundation on September 2, 1945 of the 

Democratic Republic of Viet ' Nam, the first worker­

peasant State in Southeast Asia. 

We may say this because those two great events 

opened a new era in the history of the Vietnamese 

nation and are closely bound up with the growth 

and the ever greater succe.sses of the three revolu­

tionary torrents of the time. 

We all remember that soon after reading our 

Declaration of Independence President Ho Chi Minh 

had to issue an appeal calling on the Vietnamese 

people to rise up and oppose the French colon­

ialists. The. war of resistance against French 'colon­

ialism was to end in the resounding victory of Dien 

Bien Phu . The sounds of the guns at Dien Bien Phu 

were the signal for the collapse of old-style colon­

ialism. This was a contribution of great significance 

30th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDATION OF 

THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM 

VICTORIES 
OF HISTORIC 
SIGNIFICANCE 
AND EPOCHAL 
MAGNITUDE 

made by the Vietnamese people to the -cause of 

national liberation all over the world. 

Immediately after · the failure of . the French 

colonialists the American imperiali sts became the 

sworn enemy of the Vietnamese nation. Inspired with 

this great thought of President Ho Chi Minh - "Noth­

ing is more precious than independence and freedom" 

- our people rose up. They perseveringly waged an 

extremely hard war of resistance against America n 

aggression for national salvation, success ively foiled 

all steps of the enemy's war escdlation, won ever 

greater victories, defeated the American expedition­

ary corps in the South and the air and naval war 

of destruction against the North and compalled the 

enemy to sign the Par,is Agree:·.~~;i t on Viet Nam 

Though heavily defeated, the US imperia lists sti ll 

sought by thousands of tricks to impose US neo­

colonialism on the southern part of our country. 

"They used the Nguyen Van Thieu clique, their agents, 

to step up the war and sabotage the implementation 

of the Paris Agreement. To defend the Agreem ent 

and the fruits of the revo lution, in spring this year 

our armed forces and people in the South launched 

a general offensive and uprising, the peak of which 

was the operat.ion named after our great President 

PHAM VAN DONG 
Prime Minister of the 

Democratic Republic of Viet Nam 

Ho Chi Minh, completely liberating Saigon an.d t he 

southern part of our homeland. 

With the great victory of the historic Ho Chi Minh 

campaign, our people have fully realized the target 

of the nationa l liberation war : to defend the inde­

pendence and freedom of the whole of Vi et Nam 

and to defend the Democratic Republ ic of Viet 

Nam, the first socialist State in Southeast Asia. 

From now on, Viet Nam is again a sing le stretch 

extendi ng from Lang Son to Cape Ca Mau, and the 

revolution in our country enters a new period with 

new favourable conditions. 

Thi s victory of hi storic sig nificance and epochal 

magnitude is a very heavy blow dealt at imper­

ialism. It opens very bright prospects for the world 

peop le's struggle for r.;eace, national independence, 

democracy and soc ial progress on an internationa l 

sca le. 

A wonderfu I thing that shou Id be stressed is the 

fact that, in the co urse of their long victorious 

struggle aga inst a co lossal and hitherto undefeated 

enemy, the Vi etnamese people hove matured, like th e 

legendary genie Phu Dong, and their revolutionary 

heroism hos ca used the blossoming of numberless 

magnificent feats of arms throughout our beloved 

and majestic land, feats of arms which grew ever 



In early 1946, the National Assembly (1st legislature) 
met to adopt the Constitutio,n of the DRVN and 
decide on the path to be followed by the nation. 

Chairman Truong Chinh of the National Assembly 
Standing Committee '_and delegates to the 3rd 
Session of the National Assembly (4th legislature). 

greater till the final victory of the historic Ho Chi 

Minh campaign. 

Meanwhile socialism in the North, .in the Dem­

ocratic Republic of Viet Nam, hos developed to the 

full its position and influence turning the North into 

the revolutionary base of the whole country, the 

firm rear of the heroic South . It was in the flames 

of war that the socialist North was ceaselessly 

consolidated and developed in all fields - military, 

political, economic, cultural - and built close ties 

with the fraternal socialist countries and peace- and 

justice-loving people throughout the world. 

All these wonderful achievements spring from the 

correct and clear-sighted leadership of the Viet Nam 

Workers' Porty, a Porty armed with the invincible 

doctrine of Marxism-Leninism, the leader and org­

anizer of all the victories of the Vietnamese people. 

Very important tasks still lie before the Vietnamese 

people. They must enhance their ideology and 

fee lings, their levels and capacities to quickly 

achieve the best results in the healing of the war 

wounds, the development of economy and culture, 

the stabilization and gradual improvement of their 

living standards, while striving to fulfil their lofty 

internationalist duty to the two fraternal neighbour 

countries on the Indochinese peninsula. 

The Vietnamese people will certainly be successful 

in building a peaceful, reunified, independent, 

democratic and prosperous Viet Nam and will con­

tribute to the defence of peace in this area and the 

world, as desired by the great President Ho Chi 

Minh. 
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..... 
President Ho Chi Minh signs the 
decree proclaiming the Socialist 
Constitution (1960). 

~ 
Enthusiastic scenes as people go 
to the polls to elect the National 
Assembly (4th legislature). 

~ 
Future generations are cared for 
right from childhood. 



THE HEART OF THE MINE 

* A BIG PROJECT IN HONOUR OF THE 30th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE DRVN. 

* A "HOSPITAL" FOR TRANSPORT LORRIES AND MACHINES 0 F THE QUANG NINH COAL AREA. 

~---~ -- ··- ~ ---- ----------~-···--· ·······--··- --- ·······------··-·-··· 

... 
The Cam Pho Mechanical 
Engineering Plant, the 
"heart" of the Quang Ninf1 
c;:ol/ieries. 

Th ese 27 ton tip-up trucks 
have been repaired b'f 
the Plant. 

About to work on the 
construction of a project 
in honour of the 30th 
anniversary of the founding 
of the DRVN. All of them 
are 30 years old {top 
right). 

PHAN CANH and VAN CHUC 

B ACKED by the Da Chong massif and overlook­

ing the Bai Tu Long Bay, the Cam Pho Mech­

ankal Engineering Plant is emerging. 

Six workshops will be installed in two buildings. 

At the foundry shop, production work will be fully 

mechanized. The other sections (engineering, forg­

ing, manufacture of electrical appliances, motor car 

repair, painting and nickelling) will be also pro­

vided with up-to-date equipment : 84-ton metal­

milli"1ng machines capable of turning out toothed 

wheels 3.2 metres in diameter, hydraulic forging 

presses (630 tons pressure), electronic engines of 

ultrr.i-sound control, etc. 

This "heart" of the Quang Ninh m1'1ne will produce 

steel, spare parts for motor cars and machines .. for . 

cool extraction and ·each year will recondition 150 

lorries. 

In the resistance to the US ai"1r war of destruction 

against the North, US planes had twice destroyed 

the factory under const'ruction : seven workers were 

killed. Under the command of Dang Van Ty, Head 

of the Construction Section, however, the 122 workers 

dashed out to the parts which had been h1',t to extin­

guish the fire and dismantle machines. 3,000 tons 

of mochinery and equipment were moved to safety. 

Trenches and shelters were clug for self-defence 

work and, between the enemy bombi'ng attacks, 

preparations were made for the building of the fac­

tory for the third time. 

After the restoration of peace, over 1,000 cadres 

and workers were sent to the area. Everybody res­

olved to complete the con struc tion of the plant in 

1975 to commemorate the 30 ~h anniversary of the 

founding of fhe Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. 

Many dif~'culties still lay ahead as a result of the 

war, but nothing could impede the plant's advance. 

Said Nguyen Von Nghia, o young worker ; 

5 



The Vietnamese workers are devotedly helped by Soviet 
specialists. On the left is Akadi Jvanovich Stankov, an engineer. 

Though the construction has not yet been comp,leted, in 
the Mechanical Section production has already started. 

THE HEART ... 

"Everything was running smoothly vvhen a new 
obstacle arose : the lack of able workers for the 
welding of wind pipes. Over two th irds of the plant's 
personnel are like us, only recently graduated from 

school. Would we be obliged to sit idly by, waiting 
fo r help from our superiors? Together with some 
companions I went to meet the manager. W ith his 

consent and the assistance of our team leader, we 
started some experiments which were approved by 
the forei'gn specialists. What an unexpected joy for 
us all !" 

Intense days of work began. Hardly had any prem­
ises been built when machines were established -
and production work started. Builders, assemblers 
and producers worked together in perfect harmony. 

In the past year,. though construction work had 
not yet beel'! completed in any workshop, over 200 
items of goods were produced and the number of 

vehicles repaired amounted to 30% of the norm set 
by the plant's construction project. These first res.ults 
h~lped the Hong Gai Coal Company to fulfil its 
1974 State plan. 

TWO GIRLS ON THE TRUONG SON RANGE 

Pham Thi Trung (right) and Pham Thi Hieu, 18, are twin sisters from a 
family of workers in Nam Dinh city. Both of them joined the people's 

army on the same day, serve as army cooks in a unit on the Truong 

Son Range and often produce circus performances during their spare 

· time. These amateur artists participated in the All Army Folk Art Festival 
in 1974. 

Photo : HOANG KIM DANG 

Repairing a road in 
Lang Son province foll­
owing the US air war 
of destruction on the 
North. 

Photo : 
DINH DANG DINH 

Our readers' 
photographs 

Plate polishing at the 
Haiphong Glassware 
Factory. 
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· EVER since primary schooling became universal in the country, the reading 
J of books and periodicals at the Dong Xuan farming co-operative in the 

suburbs of Hanoi has strongly developed. In 1966 there were a mere 

fifty-odd books on the common bookshelves. Now the co-op's library includes 

more than 4,000 volumes belonging to 17 categories, the major .part being 

books on agricultural science and literature. 

Peop le of each age group and occupation have, of course, thei r own 

favourites. Young men are mostly interested .in literatu re and popular science. 

Women' s attention is drawn to articles and publicati'ons on home economics, 
,,. health care and child upbringing. Members of the co-op's management are 

al lowed priority in borrowing books on economic management ~nd technology. 

~< YOU 
-KNOW? 

For the children there is a sizable number of children's books. 
About 400/o of the co-op members are regular readers. Half of the labouring 

force and 850/o of the cadres frequent the reading-room. 

Nguyen Thang, the co-op's chairman, eagerly talked to me about the growth 

of the number of readers and the benefits they draw from attending the library. 

In 1969, rice output at Dong Xuan was 5 tons per hectare ; by 1974 it had 

grown to 8 tons. Reading, he thought, had contributed to that progress. The 

co-op members had put into praf:tice many things they had learnt in the 

boob and reviews. 
Dong Xuan boasts a splendid herd of pigs raised in a collective farm. The 

manager is Nguyen Thua Huan, deputy chairman of the co-op responsible for 

* When the August 1945 Revolution ended in 
success, the whole of Viet Nam had 25 million 
inhabitants. 

* On April 1, 1974 when the 2nd general ce'nsus 
was carried out, the DRVN had 23,787,375 inha­
bitants, 51.1 % of them women. People of national 
minorities accounted for 15.6% of the total popula­
tion . 

* Two thirds of North Viet Nam's population have 
been born after the Augµst Revolution. 

* From the 1st gener_al.-.,i:ensus on March 1, 1960 
to April 1, 1974, the DRVN population increased by 
7po,ooo inhabitants (49.4% ). 

LEARNING 
WITHIN REACH 

OF ALL 
ANH CUONG 

Left to right : 

• Nguyen Thi Thin, 
the librarian, says : 
"The people here 
are fully aware of 
the importance of 
reading and /earn­
ing from boo/cs and 
periodicals publish­
ed by the Party." 

9 Members of the 
science and tech ­
nique team of the 
co-op are regular 
readers. 

• Mr Ha Dinh Vuong 
is not only a stud­
ious reader but 
also an esteemed 
poet. 

e Children greatly en­
joy reading. 

li vestock breeding. He is a studious reader of technica l journals from wh ich 
he has learnt much about cross-breeding, food processing and disease 
prevention. In 1969, an epidem ic affecting pig s broke out. Thanks to the 
knowledge he had acquired in animal disease prevention and treatment, Hua:i 
was quickly able to take all necessary measures to stamp it out. He has also 
been practising. cross-breeding of pigs with great success. 

held among secondary-school students throughout the city, Thanh Huong won 
the secdnd prize. 

The oldest of the regular readers at the library is Mr Ha Dinh Vuong , aged 
77. His readings are qu ite va ried and rang e from old annals and novels lo 
biograph ;es of national heroes . books of history, geography, and publications 
dealing with topical events. He sa id : "Thanks to my reading I have been able 
to comprehend events both in the worl d and in the country as well as what 
ha.s been happen ing .in my own native regi on. This knowledge gives me joy 
and helps me educate my children and grandch ildren." In his leisure time, 
he helps the li brarian put her books in order and restore th em to good shape. 
H e introduces new books to the rea ders and composes verses which he recites 
at social s organized by the co-op . 

The ch ildren at Dong Xuan are also great readers of books and reviews. I 
attended a session during which two students of the local seconda ry school, 
Phan Chi Minh and Thanh Huong, reported to their comrades about the 
benefits they had drawn from the co-op li brary as well as from their home 
libraries. In their "literary notebooks" they had painstakingly copied down 
excerpts from their r'eadings. At the competition of literary -composition recen t ly 

* The percentage of national minorities went up 
from 14.80/o in 1960 to 15.60/o in 1974. During the 
same period, the population of the highland 
nationalities i·ncreased by 70.30/o . 
* The death rate in . the DRVN dropped from 

30/o before th~ August Revolution to 1.20/o in 1960 
and 0.70/o in 1974. * On April 1, 1974, North Viet Nam had 1,587 
people aged between 100 and 140, 1, 184 of whom 
women ; four people were aged 140, one of them 
a man. * Nghe An is the province with the largest num­
ber of centenarians : 239 people are over 100 years 
of age. 

* Dien Bien ranks first among the districts .with 
54 people aged over 100. 

* In comparison with the numb.er of books pub­
li shed in the whole of Vi et Nam in 1939 (the peak 
year under French rule) the number of books 
published each yea_r in the · DRVN had increased 
by six times in · 1954' - 1960 (period of the restoration 
of production and initia l develo,Pment of the econ­
omy and culture), by 18 times in 1,961 - 1965 and 15 
times in 196'5 ~ 1972 (dur(ng the US air and naval . 
wa r of destruction against {he North). 

* Many foreign books have been translated into 
Vietnamese and g.reatly appreciated by Vietnam ese 

readers among them : "The Making of a Hero" by 
Nikolay Ostrovsk i ; "The Mother" by Maxim Gorky ; 
"War and Peace " by Leo Tolstoy ; "Road to Cal­
vary" by Al exey Tolstoy ; "Short Stories" by Lu Hsun ; 
"The Last Judgement" by Blaga Dimitrova ; " Les Mi­
sera bles" by Victor Hugo ; "Eugenie Grandel" by 
Honore de Balzac ; Select Plays by Shakespeare ; 
"Cuore" (Heart) by Edmondo De Arrii cis ; "The 
Gadfly" by E.L. Voynich ; Selected Poems of Rabin­
dranath Tagore ; "For Whom the Bel l Tolls" by Ernest 
Hemingway ; ":ren Days that Shook the World" by 
John Reed and "The Iron Heel" by Jack London . 



AT Tl-IE T/-IANG LONG CO-OP ER ATIVE 

WHAT THEY 
NEVER DARED 

' 

TO DREAM OF ... 

• 

Text : HOANG HANH 

Photos : HO CANH 

*The gloomy life before the revolution hundreds of 
people died of hunger. 

*A new life is surging up. 

Tile-roofed houses gradually take 
the place of straw-huts at Thang 
Long village. 

Tran Van De, the oldest man in 
the village. 

ON finding that my uncle wa s 

nearly dead from starvation, 
the landlord and his wife 

sacked him. It was in May 1945. 
I too had fainted from the sweltering 
heat and hunger, said Bui Van Cam 
as we directed our steps towards 
the nursery class where his fourth 
so ri was. "Only in the evening," 
he added, "did my father return , 
bringing back some rice. We prepar­
ed a thin rice soup for my uncle, 
but we could not save him. That 
year, out of th e nine members of 
my family only two survived~ - and 
il was the same· sto ry all over the 
countrysi de. It was before the coll ­
apse of the Japanese fa scists and 
the Augu st 1945 Revolution." 

Bui Van Cam is now responsible 
for th e educational, ·cultura l and 
social activities .of the villag e. H is 
father, over sixty years old, is lead -

. er of a tree -plant ing brigade made 
up entire ly of elde rly people. 

In th e period before th e August 
Revolution, Thang Long vi llage 
(Kinh Mon district, Hai Hung 
province) had over 2,000 inhab­
itants, 250 of them died from the 
fam ine of 1945 inc luding 15 whole 
fami lies. 300/o of the population 
suffered from elephantiasis. Through-

. out the year all the villag e lanes 

wou ld be deep in mud and water . 



_As 800/u of the land belonged to 
·the landlords, the 'peasants had to 
w6rk as hired labourers or drift 
around looking for a living : it was 
o life of misery._ full of illness and 
ignorance. 

Today, everything is changed. On 
o visit to Tron Van De, the eldest 
man at the village, we found the 
old couple sipping tea in ' the veran­
dah. In the yard were their grand 
nephews and nieces, playing and 
romping. Tran Von De was very 
happy to. talk to us : "I'm now 72 
years old," he said, "and it's 50 
years since we got married. Three 
of my sons and daughters died 
from disease and hunger before 
the August 1945 Revolution. The 
remaining six are now all well - · 
off. When I think of the miserable 
life I led in the old days as a serv­
ant, before liberation, · I cannot 
hold back my tears. I toiled hard 
day and night but I was constantly 
.cursed and beaten by 'the rich 
landlords ; there was no house of 
our own to live in, no adequa te 
food for the children... Besides we 
were tormented by thousands of 
other worries : poll taxes, no steady 
jobs, the famine ... 

Now, thanks to the revolution, 
our lives have completely changed." 

Old De took us round his tile-
. roofed house. Everything is neat 
and clean. The furniture in the draw­
ing room is of well-polished wood. 
"The wood comes from trees I plant­
ed myself in the garden," he said. 
On the walls, among the congrat­
ulatory certificates presented him by 
State organs and moss organiza ­
tions are framed pictures of h.is two 
sons in uniform. -

During our stay at Thang Long 
village, we visi_ted many other pea ­
sant families. - Everywhere I was told 
similar stories ·of change. 

Nguyen Von Tuyen, Chairman of 
the Thong Long co-operative, gave 
me the figures in which - its mem­
bers toke such great pride, figures 
which_ never before could they dare 
dream of : 9 tons of paddy per 
hectare per year (against 2 tons 
before the revolution) : on overag e 
?f 3.6 porkers per household, 200 
thoroughbred sows in the collective 
farm ; 15 tons of fish produced in 
1974 : o total of 2,500 pupi ls and 
students in different classes from 
nursery schools to the 7th form of 
general education. · 

These great changes in the life of 
Thong Long village have occurred 
thanks to the revolution. The future 
will show even deeper changes not 
only here but also all over Nqtrh 
Viet Nam. 

A· co(/ective pig -breeding centre in the Tha'!g long agricultural co-op. Nguyen Thi Due (l e ft), from the rice- planting technica l team, on a lield once 
tilled by her parents lor the be ne lit of the lend/orc/s. 



LITERARY PAGES 

THE HISTORIC 
DAYS OF AUGUST 

Illustration DANG THAC 

{From the memoirs by Hoang O uoc Viet, Secretory Genera/ of the Central 
D irection of the Viet Minh (League for the Independence of Viet Norn) in the 
1945 Revolution period and o member of the CC of the VNWP, President of the 
Viet Norn Federation of T rode Unions ond H eod of the Supreme Prosecutor's 
Office of the D RVN.) 

... I was sent ta South V iet Nam, 
a lon g with comrade Cao Hong Lanh . 

W e lef t Thoi Nguye n by raft and 
later went downstream to the delta by 
boat. Thot year, the river was in spate ; 
on its way our boat soved a number 
oi people stranded by the rising water. 
Nem Boe Ninh, our boat took a 
short cut through the f looded fields. 
At Yen Vien, on the high road we saw 
a cor with a very big yellow-starred 
red flag ; through its loudspeaker came 
the well -known revolutionary songs 
"To Sma sh Fascism" and "The Heroic 
Fighters" . In a break between the 

songs we cou ld hear an announcer's 
vo ice : "Hull o, Hullo, the insurrection­

ary forces led by the Vi et Minh 
gained control over Hanoi at 4 p.m . 

today. Power in the capital city is 

complete ly in our hands. " 

It was Augu st 19, 1945. 
In this Propaganda car we rapidly 

travelled straight to Hanoi. Th e red 

flogs and streamers dazzled our eyes. 
The car carr.!ed us from one liaison 

pla ce to the other, and at last to the 
Hanoi lnsurrectionary Committee pres­

ided over by comade Nguyen Khang . 

Here our comrades hod been working 

since morning without even time to 

take a bite to ea t. In the morning, 

150,000 people had participated in a 

d emonstration and seized the North 

Viet Nam Governor's Palace and the 

Town Holl. From 1 o'clock to 4 o'clock 

in the afternoon, our forces in Hanoi 

surrounded the Security Force garrison, 

cont inuing their struggle t ill the Japan­

ese with drew their tanks and troops 

guarding the cross-roads. Comrade 

!<hang discussed with me the urgent 

problems to be settled, and informed 

me tha i: the Hanoi and Bae Bo People's 

Revolutionary Committees were to pres­

ent themselves to t he peopl e on the 
following day. 

At 7 p.m., we left Hanoi for South 

Vie·t Norn in the car which h6d trans­

ported comrade Thap (now member of 
th e Central Committee of the Vi et Nam 

W~rkers' Party) and an official of the 

Hoo Hao religious sect to North Viet 
Nam. 

Everywhere we went, we brought 

concrete information about Hanoi and 

the successful insurrection of its inhab­
itants, thus filling all the comrades with 
great elation and enthusiasm. 

Out of Hanoi we roll ed at fu ll speed 

passing through Bang, Dong Van and 

Phu Ly. Everywhere flag s had been 

hoisted and many villages by the 

roadside were illuminated with torches. 

At Dang Xa, self-defence troops were 
mov:ng busily ta and fro. 

It was not yet 9 p.m. when we reach­

ed Nam Dinh. At the entra nce to 
the town , a self-defence girl armed 
with a sword stopped our car and 

asked for our pass. We produced ou r. 
papers and were led to the former 

office of the province's French Resident. 

Comrad e Van ·Tien Dung met us. His 

firs t words were : "All is well here." 

After a short rest, we went on our 

journey. Not until we were ten kilo­

metres outside the town could we move 

into in high gear: there were large 

groups of people on the road, carry­

ing flags and shouting slogans at the 

tops of their voices. On the flank of 

Moun·t Non Nuoc a line of big white 
letters was seen : "Long live the vic­
torious Vietnamese revolution." At 
Ghenh, Bim Son and then Len, we had 
to show our papers. 

"We're all friends." 

"Please go on, comrades." 

We arrived at Thanh Hoa late at 
night when the town was sound asleep, 

except for group~ of young people busy 

hanging banners across the main 

roods. Comrade Le Tat Doc received 

us in the former palace-' of the French 

Resident. After washing, we discussed 

the situation until the sky began to 

turn faintly light. We lef.t 1 Thanh Hoa 

for Vinh where we arrived at 9 a.m. 
Comrade Nguyen Tao m~t ~s. 

"They have got rid of th.e Japanese 

very neatly, and appointed Mr Le Viet 

Luong as Chairman of .the Provincial 
Comm ittee. " 

We passed by Ha Tinh, Quang Binh 

a nd Ngang Poss. It had been a long 

t ;me since we had last seen the sea . 

For us cadres who had s.f>ent so many 

years in underground activities, we 

fel:: greatly elated to see that in our 

old revolutionary bases forests and 

mountains were now 'ours. Now, 

clri·1ing freely along the ' great road 

which runs along the whole length of 

v ;et. Nam, we felt all the more m011ed 

and elevated with our victory at the 

sight of immense expanses of sky and 
sea. We arr ive at Qua.rig.· Tri , then at 

Hue. 

Comrade Nguyen Chi Thanh and 

comrade Lanh (i.e. To Huu) informed 

us : . "The Emperor has abdicat.=q. He is 

only waiting for the Central · Government 

envoy to come .and take over his seal 

and sword ." 

A t Do Nang, com rades Le Van H ien 

and Le Dung were waiting for us, hav­

ing been informed of our arri val by 

te lephone from Hue. With great joy we 

again met comrade Huynh Ngoc Hue, 

a very energetic, sen sible and dynam­

ic young worker. One of . the great 

delights of 'our trip was that we could 

meet many of our comrades at each 

stage of the journey. 

At Do Nang, comrade 

Lanh received information 

native district of Hoi An 

estabPs.hed people's power. 

Cao Hong 

that hi s 

had also 

The local 

comrades invited him to . attend a 

meeting w ith the people of his native 

village, but remembering Uncle Ho's 

recommendations at our departure : 

"Go to South Viet Nam as qu ick as 

possible, don't lose a single half-day," 

he took leave of the local comrades 

the same night and set off with us. 

His s;mple luggage contained a very 

precious rem embrance : a blue suit 

worn by comrade Le Hong Phong when 

liv:ng in China and handed him by o 

work~r in Nannirig. 

Climbing over the Hai Va n pass 

we arrived at Quang Nam. Here, as 

on many 0th.er portions of Highway 1 

we saw divis:on after division of 

Japanese troops retiring to regroupment 

areas with all their equipment, horses 

and arms, big and small. They were all 

crestfallen, officers and men, with the 

clear look of a defeated army. At the 

top of the Hai Van pass, the Japanese 

requested us to stop our car. Find ing 

some pistols in it, they repo rted the 

fact to their officers. The commander of 

the unit came to meet us. We pointed 

at the yellow-starred red flag an the 

bonnet of the car and showed him our 

credentials issued by the Central 

Direct:on of the Viet Minh (League 

for the Independence of Viet Nam). 

Th e Japanese officer asked our pardon 

and begged us to go on our way. 



Quang Ngai was astir with an 
a tmosphere of tense struggle. Meet ­
ings and armed demonstrations were 
taking place. Short-haired self-def­
ence girls aimed their spears at our 
tires, shouting : "Ha lt !" We pro­
duced our papers, but they were 
not satisfied. I had ta alight and , 
explain to them for a long time 
before they agreed to introduce us 
to their superior. If was Tran Qui 
Hai, ·who had just come back from 
the Tan Trac Congress, how we did 
not know. We thought we had gone 
fast with . our car, but othe.rs were 
iaste r. Comrade Hai led us to a 
drink of coconut milk. After some 
talk, we took leave, heading our 
car southward at full speed. 

... Our car continued on the road 
in the southern part of Central Viet 
Nam, a beautiful road as stra ight 
as a ramrod, flanked with mountains 
on one side and the sea on the 
other and bathed in the l impid 
bright sunshine. 

Here, as in all other pl aces we 
had passed, yellow-starred red flags 
had been raised everywhere on 
either side of the road. Demon­
strators were streaming along wav­
ing and shouting slogans as they 
walked . Crowds of people poured 
on to the road with spears, lances, 
knive~, hammers, bamboo sticks and 
wooden rods in their hands, all 
faces showing immense bravery and 
a high spirit. 

.. . Through the length of our 
country with its huge mountains and 
long rivers, the people had risen 
with lightning swiftness and sweep­
ing vigour. Everywhere, the revolu­
tion had seized power, everywhere, 
we saw our national flags flut tering. 
Slogans were shouted in diffe ient 
dialects, northern or southern but 
all an·imated with the same enthu­
i;iasm and high spirit. It seemed as 
if a strong electric current had 
passed through the whole cou ntry, 
stirred it up and set it in motion . 
This August electric current was the 
indomitable spirit of our nation, the 
glorious revolutionary traditions that 
our Party had · been developing and 
nurturing since 1930. This .August 
electric current was the strength of 
our just cause, of our Party's correct 
line and policy ; of slogans for 
struggle put forth by our Party . a t 
each specific moment, always in 
conformity with our people's aspira­
tion ; of propaganda work which 
had the Party's ideas given deep 
roots among the masses. This Au­
gust electric current was the natural 
result of the patient mob il izatio n 
which had brought about the mighty 
front of Viet Minh, thereby giving to 
our people - stimulated by the glo­
rious victory of the Soviet Red army 
and t he anti-fascist forces the wo r ld 
over - d eeper confidence in the in­
vinci b le forces of the i r own solidar­
ity. That is why, at the fa vourable 
moment, the Party' s call to rise up 
met w ith an immedia te respon se 
of eve ry patriotic soul in V iet Nam. 

Lenin's famous teaching in the 
deci sive hou rs of the O ct ober Revo ­
lution had strongly inspired the 
Vi etnamese co mm unists : "Hesit a­
tion lea d s to death. We should b e 
au dacious ! audacious ! audacious !" 
Conf ident in the st rength of the 
hero ic masses, our Party. with less 
than 5,000 cadres and Party 
membe rs, but animated with the 
boldness o f those who would dare 
to a ssault even the high ski es, led 

· the people to ri se up and ensured 
success to the nation-wide struggle. 

Exactly one week after we left 
Hanoi, we reached Bien Hoa, on 
th e thresho.ld of Nam Bo (South 
Viet Nam). It was late in th e night. 
A control post had been set up deep 
in the forest. The local comrad ~s 
stopped our car and phoned to 
Saigon for instructions . 

We took up the phone to talk 
di rectly to comrade Nguyen Van 
Nguyen at the ot he r end of the line . 
N guyen Van Nguyen was exceed­
ingly glad. We felt it through his 
voice. 

.. . We got into our car again and 
drove on . Behind us ran the lorry of 
the local mi litia forces escort ing the 
Frenchmen they had captured after 
they had parachuted into the forest 
of Bien Hoa . 

Saigon ! 
In this brightly illuminated city, 

the red of our flags appeared all 
the more beautiful. Comrade Nguyen 
met us : 

"Completed yesterday." 

H e· accommodated us at the 
forme r palace of the South V ie: Nam 
Governor. Hardly had we closed our 
eyes when comrade Nguyen knocked 
at the door : 

"Representatives of all sections of 
the population have learned of your 
arrival. They ask to meet the envoy 
of the 'Viet M inh' Central Direction 
without delay." 

After talking with the Regional, 
Committee of the Party, we· went to 
r:neet these representatives : some 
asked about one policy, others about 
another and, at last, the same ques­
tion was put, here as in all other 
places : 

"Please let us know who is Ho 
Chi Minh ? Is he ... " 

Who els~ ?. The head of the 
revolutionary State power is the 
respected leader, the experienced 
fighter of the working class, the most 
faithful son of the. people - comr­
ade Nguyen Ai Quoc. This infor­
mation was greeted with cheers : 

"Warm support to tile Central 
Government headed by President 
Ho Chi Minh !" 

The great prestige of Uncle Ho 
and the bloodsoaked flag of the 
Party and the Viet Minh had united 
the whole people into one bloc. This 
bloc of national union, continuously 
expanding, had been the iron basis 
of the nascent revolutionary power. 

I wired to the North : "Power 
already sei zed in all 21 provinces 
traversed . The uprising has also 
been compl eted in the six provinces 
of Nam Bo " (South Vi et Nam). 

The reply from Hanoi read : 
"Proclamation of Independence will 
take place on September 2nd ... " 

* 
. * * 

Li ke all othe r citizens, I will never 
forg et the day of September 2nd, 
1945, when the independence of our 
country was procla imed. On the 
birthday · of our country, I was in 
Sa igon, t he hea rt of our beloved 
N a m Bo, among millions of our 
co mpatriots whose hearts and souls 
were turne d to the Ba D inh square 
in Ha noi , l isten ing to t he voice of 
our Fatherl a nd. Un c le Ho read th e 
Proclamation of Independence ; hi s 
voice wa s warm, g entl e and resonant 
as I had hea rd it, years ago, in the 
forest in the depths of the Pac Bo 
cave. 

After HOANG QUOC VIET 

(Editing : Thep Moi) 
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T he D emocratic R epublic of Viel Nam is 30 yea•J old 

THE BUILDING OF SOCIALISM IN THE 
NORTH AND THE ASSISTANCE TO THE 
RESISTANCE AGAINST US AGGRESS ION 

IN THE SOUTH (1954-1965) 

Over the hal f ol' the country w hich had b ee n tota lly l i bera ted, th e N orth 

Vietnam ese population proceed ed in 1955-1957 to th e impleme ntat ion of 

th o agra rian refo rm s and th e restora t ion and d evelopment o f product io 11. 

By late 1957, the total output in industry and agri cu ltu re had nearl y rea ched 

th o level of 1939 (th e p eak year under French domination) . 

With the completion of the three-year plan of soc iali st transformation and 

initial d evelop ment in economy a nd cul t ure {1958-1960), North V iet Nam 

established socialist relation s .of production, almost entire ly abolished the . 

exploi ta ti on ol' man by man a nd turn ed its economy ' into an homogeneous 

one. On t ha i: ba sis, the National A ssembl y of the D emocrah c Republic of 

Viet Nam adopted the first Soc iali st Con sti t ution of Vi et Nam on December 
31, 1959. 

From 196.1. implementing the line approved by the 3rd Congress of the 

Vie·l Nam W o rkers' Party held in September 1960, a "Cong re ss on th e 

The Thuong Dinh industrial centre in the capital. 

Photo : MANH THUONG 

building of socialism in th e North and th e peace ful reunificatio'n of the 

country " a s Pres'd ent Ho Chi Minh put it, th e N orth Vi etna mese population 

end ea voured fo carry ou t the first five-year plan (1961-1965) . 

By the end of this period, 80% of th e ag ricultural co -opera t ives had 

b ecome higher leve l co'-operati ves and food produ cti on ha d more than 

doubled in compari son with 1939. 

In industry, over 1,000 fa ctori es, large and small , had been built up or 

expa nd ed . Many new b ranches cam e into be ing : mechanical engineering , 

metallu rgy, chemical industry, e tc. The industrial o utput value had increa s­

ed by more than 38 tim es in compari son with 1955. 

in ed uca tion, t he numbers of genera l sc hoo l and coll eg e stud ents had 

gone u p by 4.i and 45 times r~s pect ive l y co mpared w ith th e 1939 fi g ures . 

Inte rmediate vocati o nal school s, which were almost no n-ex istent in the 

pa st , now numbered 128 with a total of 35,600 students. 

Th e number of hospital bed s in 1964 had increa sed by 50 t im es an d 

th e re wa s now one doctor fo r every 13,000 peop le and o ne a ss istant­

doctor for every 3,000 a s a ga inst o ne doctor for 180,000 people in 1939. 

Such achievements had , a cco rding to th e a ssess ment of t he 12th Pl enu m 

o f t he Centra l Committee o f the VNWP (December 1965) , turn ed North 

Viet Nam in to " a solid base for the Vietna mese revo lution t hrou g hout the 

country w ith a superior political syste m a nd a great an d powe rful econ ­

omic a nd nat iona l ·defence po tenti a l." 

That wa s th e rea son w hen th e US imperiali sts, a fte r ha vin g been defeat­

ed in the ir "special . w~ r" , ma ss ive ly sent the ir expeditionary corps a nd 

sate lli te troops to South Viet Na m to wag e a " local wa r " t he re an d later 

expa nd it Vo the w ho le co unt ry, North Viet N a m had th e necessa ry mea ns 

to defeat all t heir schemes and action s. 



PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH VISITS AN 
ANTI-AIRCRAFT UNIT IN THE CAPITAL. 

Oil pointoing by HUY TOAN 
(1968) -
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• Ai Thanh (left), the youngest 
member o the family, does 
part time • ork for Viet Nam 
Radio a r;Jd T e/evision. 

• Ai Lien corrects a motion 
made by Ai Xuan, her sixth 
daughter {right). 

e Artist Ai Lien (far right) . 

JLJ[EN 
NGOC LAP 

B
O~N in a little alley in Haiphong city Ai Lien had to work from the 

ag<' of 7 for a theatrical company to help support her family. 
For ·four years, she did all sorts of jobs from washing the dishes 

to guarding the theatre. During .her spare time, however, she
0 

would watch 

ihe inovements of the actors and actresse~ closely and train herself in 
singing, playing musical instruments and the expressive gestures of the 
traditional stage. On finding that Ai Lien had some gift for acting, the 

manager allowed her to perform on the stage. 

Under the former regime, however, the life of actors and actresses fluct­
uated like a boat drifting without any destination. Most often, the bosses 

robbed the employees of their salaries. Therefore Ai Lien was forced to 
wander about, performing songs at ferry crossings, bus stops and in restaur­

ants to eke out a living and realize her cherished dream of becoming an 
actress. It was this dream that helped her overcome the difficulties and 

bitterness of her life at that time. 

Only after the successful August Revolution could Ai Lien and other 

artists find an authentic meaning for their work. She joined a "Resistance 

Art Troupe" bringing her voice to the service of the revolution and the 
peopie. 

On many occasions, Ai Lien was honoured with the chance to meet 
President Ho Chi Minh. Each time, Uncle Ho advised her to train hard 

to become on artist of the people. The most moving moment of her life 
was in 1969 when President Ho Chi Minh was about to leave this world 

for ever : her family was honoured with the opportunity to meet him and 

to receivo on insignia presented by the Pres'dent himself. 
Remembering ~he teachings of Uncle Ho, Ai Lien has continued to 'Work 

hard day and night. She was the first to present a revolutionary form of 

"cai luong" (renovated theatre). She has improved the traditional tul'I s 

to make them better adapted wi~h the content of the new times, while 
always keeping th.eir original character. 

Ai Lien has made a name for herself by her performances in many ploys : 
"A Mother of the South", "Quon Cong", etc. 

She has hod the opportunity to perform in numerous countries. The 

folk songs imbued with national character she presented would meet with 

prolonged applause and she was often called to give a double encore 
before the audience would allow her to leave the stage. 

In 1969 during her tour in Paris she won high praise from many Viet­

namese residents in Fronce and even from a number of artists from the 
Saigon side. Several art critics and artists at home and abroad have 

described her as "A br.ight star on the cai luong stage." 

Ai Uen's family is a very happy and united one. Ha Quang Dinh, her 

husband, is a well-known cameraman. Their sons and daughters include 

on engineer, H!!acher and actors and actresses. More than a half of them 

have followed the path of their mother. 
Ai Uen's fifth daughter, Ai Van, acted the main character of the film 

"Nhung, a Saigon girl" which won her many prizes at home and abroad. 

She was at that time a 3rd-year student of the College of Vocal Music. 

In over 20 years of art work under the new regime, Ai Lien, an artist of 

the people, has won the affection of all. She has been elected to the 

Central Committees of the Viet Nam Women's Union and the Viet Nam 

Theatrical Art Association. 

A~ present, though he . hair has turned grey, her voice still remains 

crystal clear. Ai Lien still sings in praise of the new life and the historic 
exploits recorded in both zones of our beloved homeland. 



etters 
to the 
Editor 

" ... Although the US imperialis;s are mo 
cunning and will never give up their ma\ 
cious intention io invade Viet Nam, the re 
of Indochina, and elsewhere, the gener 

. direction of the future history of mankind h1 
· been already decided. The final victory 
the heroic Vietnamese people is clear no1 
Your victories give cheer and hope to us wf 
love progress and hate crime. 

Your magazine 'Viet Nam' has been pla 
ing a most important role in reporting tf 
events of historic importance in .Viet Nam 
all the world ... " 

SUGIO KEJIRUKA 
(Tokyo - Japan) 

" ... I like most the literary pages and 
would like to read more Vietnamese poem 
The "Four thousand-year-old land" co/um 
greatly interests me. It helps me better under 
land your country ... " 

SECRETA NINA 
(Leni··ngrod - USSR) 

" ... Chinese and Vietnamese youth 01 

bound together by the .militant friendship < 
comrades and brothers. Therefore I hope ya 
will publish in 'Viet Nam' Pictorial storiE 
about young heroes and heroines and ac 
vanced workers in your country." 

KIM CHI-CHANG 
(Shanghai - P.R. of China ) 

" ... Through reading 'Viet Nam ' Pictoric 
I see again my beloved homeland, full of cor. 
fidence and promise. An independent, reun. 
lied, peace ful and prosperous Viet Nam i 

the common aspiration of the Vietnames 
people in genera/ and the ideal of almost a 
the Vietnamese students in the Federal RepL 
blic of Germany. We have struggled and wi 
continue to struggle strongly for a peace i 
South Viet Nam in the spirit of national re 
conciliation and concord as stipulated by th 
January 27, 1973 Paris Agreement ... " 

NGUYEN NHU V!NH 
Chemical Engineer 

(Nuremberg - Federal Republi 
of Germany) 

" ... Everything in your pictorial is good, th• 
progress in reconstruction work, the land 
scopes of Viet Nam and the reorganization o 
the people's file, in particular. Go on in thi 
way so that everyone may know about th• 
people of Viet Nam and its beauty." 

FREDERIC ISEU 
(Geneve - Swiss) 

" ... Your illustrated review informs us o 
the culture, sports and the building of a ne11 
Viet Nam. Besides, we are aware of the ad 
vances recorded by the g/orioµs Vietnames< 
peo~,'e in production, technique and indus 
try .. . 

JULIO BEGRONO MARTINEZ 
(Havana - Cuba) 

"/ like the layout of the review very much 
The photos are fine, especially those in thE 
centre pages." 

ALICI CORDOSA NIETO 
(Bogota - Colombia) 



DespJ.Le__ his size, Buffalo obediently follows the orders of Man. 

Tiger, who once disposed of a big reptile,. .. 

"But man has intelligence !" Buffalo 
sa ys - Tiger expresses his desire to see 
it. "I left it at home! " Man replies . 

A TRADITIONAL ART OF VIET NAM 

WATER PUPPET 
SHOWS 

... says to Bulla/o with great surprise : 
~ "Why, you 're already subdued by Man ?" 

Photos : HO HAI 

Tiger agrees to be tied to a tree so that Man can go and bring 
back his intelligence without worrying about his bul/alo_ 
being killed. "Here's my intelligence !" shouts Man beating him. 



All the animals in the area are ~verjoyed to see the ferocious tiger punished a s he de serves. 

ROLLS of drumbeats. resound, followed by the bursting of 
firecrackers. Multi.-col'oured flags suddenly surge up from the 
surface of the water. In the midst of the .cracker smoke, Teu, 

the buffoon, appears and announces the p(ogramme. Plays and 
sketches follow one after the another, praising national heroes, 
depicting ceremonies and festivals and reflecting scenes of daily 
work and life : paddy husking, rice pounding, fishing, harrowing 
and ploughing, a buffalo fight... This is how Viet Nam's nautical 
puppet shows are performed on the surface of ponds and lakes 
which abound in its countryside. An original art very popular with 
the Vietnamese people, it has developed from early times being 
listed among the entertainments performed. for a king of the Ly 
dynasty in 1021. · 

Since the complete . liberation of the North in 1954, the staging 
of puppet shows has been given much attention . In 1956, Pres ­
ident Ho Chi Minh personally instructed th e Ministry of Culture 
to set up the Central Puppet Troupe. Efforts were made to 
restore and improve this branch of th eatrical art. 

From simple stories and short sketches many complete plays 
have emerged : "Little Ty Fights off the French invaders", "Harvest 
Festival", "The Mountain Genie and the Water Genie" ... The show 
"Intelligence and Strength" in particular (see photos) is always 
greatly enjoyed by the spectators. Based on a folk tale, it relates 
the story of a tiger - the king of all animals - who vanquish ed 
a big reptile but who was finally defeated by ma n. 

DANG LOI 
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* Le Duan (left), First Secretary of the Centro/ Com­
mittee of the Viet Nam Workers' Porty, visits the family 
of Mrs Nguyen Thi Tru on a spr:ng day. 

* A happY. fam ily (left, centre) . 

* Mrs Nguyen Van Ma nh (lef t) and one of her 
grandsons, the .33rd combatant in the ir fa171il y. 

THE JOI/ . OF II F ILi/ 
Text: MINH TIEN. 

Photos : NGUYEN DINH UU, 

HONG TAM and THANH HAO 

0 Three successive generations in armed 
struggle for independence and freedom : 
33 combatants with a total of 400 years 
in the army (5 have served for 30 years 
each) ; 26 combatants awarded a total 
of 51 decorations of various kinds. 

0 Over 20 members of the second ·and 
third generations have joined the anti­
US fight , for national salvation. 

QN reaching the top of the stai rs leading to hi s 

. grandmother's room, Bui Thanh Quang said 

al oud joyfu ll y : 

"Grandma ! I've been admitted to th e army !" 

Old Nguyen Va n Manh's wife looked silentl y at her 

grandson, deeply moved. Her eyes ran from the star 
\ 

on his army cap to his mouth, with that same smile 

so characteristic of every generation in tf\ e family. 

Mrs Man h gently caressed th e brand new un iform ... 

Like other Vi etnamese mothers and g randmothers 

whose family members are about to jo in the front, 

this wife, mother and grandmother of 33 combatants 

in the armed forces fe lt great pride but not w ithout 

a t ra ce of anxiety on her face. H er anxiety, how­

ever, was nothing compared with w hat she felt 50 

years ego when her husband started carrying out 

revol utionary activities. What would become of her 

small chi ld ren, she would often tell herse lf, if he 

were to fall. in to the hands of. th e enemy. 

e 
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Then the August 1945 Revolution broke out. 

Though over 50 years old, Nguyen Van Manh left 

the Red Guard Unit in Saigon where he had done 

underground work to join an Armed Propaganda 

Brigade, as it was then called, figh~ing on many 

fronts in the southern and northern part of th e 

city and the coastal area. 

Mrs Nguyen Van Manh still remembers the evening 

of September 23, 1945 when the French colonialists 

opened hosti.lities in Saigon. Back from a demonstra ­

tion, her family found out that their house had been 

burned to ashes by the invaders. All her sons and 

sons-in-law asked her permission to follow their 

father, including M.uoi (Vietnamese for Ten - the 

tenth son) and Ut (the youngest), respectively 15 

and 13. "We cannot t-0ke up arms yet, but we can do 

any oth er jobs : first-aid, liaison work, . e~.", the 

latter insisted. Finally Mrs Manh had to agree to 

their entreaties. Thus father and sons, 13 people in 

all, joined the armed forces. Muoi is now a major ... 

In 1954, most members of t he family were 

regrouped to the North under the Geneva Ag reement 

on Viet Nam. Those who remained in the South 

included three sons of Mrs Nguyen Thi Tru, Mrs 

Nguyen Van Manh's third daughter. Last year, by 

mere chance, Mrs Manh met again one of them -

Mai Thanh Th e - after 20 years of absence. A 

combatant five times · honoured with the "Valiant 

anti-US Fighter" title he was among the delegation 

of Soutih Viet Nam heroes, heroines and outstanding 

combatants on a visit to the No"rth. At present Mai 

}hanh The has returned to the South but his image 

is still fresh in the mind of hi s grand mother - the 

living image of Nguyen Van Manh. himself. 

In early spring thi s year, Mrs Nguyen Thi Tru's 

family was honoured with a visit by Le Duan, First 

Secretary of the Central Committee of the Vi et Nam 

Workers' Party. This was a precious reward for a 

wo man whose husband and eight sons are in the 

army. 

.W e had the opportunity to meet Old Nguyen Va n 

Manh at hi s private house. Though 87 years old, he 

is still in good shape. O ver twenty out of his more 

than 30 sons and grandsons are stiill serving under 

Grandfather and grandson : one smile. 

the colours. Th e remainder are actively participating 

in the socialist construction of the North : a doctor, 

a facfory director, a secretary of a workshop Pa rty 

branch, etc. 

Old Manh told me th e reason which urged him to 

choose the revo lu tionary path. He repeated the 

words he said to Comrade Tran, Secretary of the Tan 

Phong Ha village Party ce ll, before being admitted 

to the Party in 1930 : 

'"My li fe is most miserable .. .' Then thinking of the 

verses by the revolutionary poet Nguyen Dinh Chi eu : 

Living or dead, we'll fight the aggressors 

. Generation after generation, we pledge to take 
vengeance. 

added : 'I'm ready to make sacrifices, even to die 

for the revolution.'" 

On learning of the complete liberation of his 

native South, Old Nguyen Van Manh felt great joy. 

"My sons and grandsons are maturing along with 

our homeland. I see sti ll more clearly that the path 

of revolution and struggle is that leading lo 

happiness," he sa id. 
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SPLENDID VICTORY - RADIANT FUTURE 

At 11 : 30 a.m. on April 30, 1975, the red 
and blue yellow-starred flag of the Prov­
isional Revolutionary Government of the 
Republic of South Viet Nam was planted on 
the Presidential Palace of the Saigon pupp­
et administration. The historic campaign 
named after the great President Ho Chi 
Minh and launched against the last den of 
the US imperialists' lackeys ended in 
success. 

Thus, throughout their general offensive 
and uprising started in March 1975, the 
South Vietnamese armed forces and people 
crushed the enemy's war machine composed 
of over 1,000,000 troops fully equipped by 
the Americans and completely abolished its 
machine of coercion, compelling the US to 
stop its involvement and the Saigon hirelings 
to surrender unconditionally. 

The arduous and heroic struggle waged 
by the entire Vietnamese people for 30 
years was finally victorious. 

Viet Nam is again one and the Viet­
namese people are completely independent 
and · free. 45 million Vietnamese people 
have become the eternal masters of their 
country. 

The historic tasks of the people's national 
democratic revolution have been accom­
plished throughout Viet Nam. Our nation's 
history and revolution will step into a new 
period, that of unprecedentedly flourishing 
development. President Ho Chi Minh's 
sacred Testament has thus been fully im­
plemented by our entire Party, army and 
people. 

This splendid victory is the result of 30 
years of persistent struggle against imper­
ialist aggression, including 20 years of 
fighting waged against the US imperialists 
and thei r quislings by the very valiant South 
Vietnamese people, those who · "were the 
first to rise up and the last to achieve in­
dependence and freedom" ; it is a victory of 
the National Front for Liberation and the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the 
Republic of South Viet Nam, the organizers 
and leaders of the hard struggle for the 
independence and freedom of the home-

* In a street of newly liberated Hue (left. above). 

* An employee of the US Consulate in Nha Trang 
as she flees along with puppet troops (left) . 

land ; a victory of the entire Vietnamese 
armed forces and people, of the North, the 
great rear area, and . of the South, the 
great front. 

This victory is that of the militant friend­
ship between the three fraternal Indochin­
ese peoples ; that of the combat friendship 
and great support and assistance of the 
brotherly socialist countries, the interna­
tional communist and workers' movement 
and prog ressive mankind, including the 
people in the United States. 

Along with this victory, the situation in 
Viet Nam and the world has undergone a 
great 'change in a way favourable for the 
struggle for peace, national independence 
and socialism. 

As Premier Pham Van Dong said on May 
Day 1975, "This victory has created an 
opportunity for the people of our entire 
country, for the Government of the Dem­
ocratic Republic of Viet Nam and the Prov­
isional Revolutionary Government of the 
Republic of South Viet Nam to grow by 
'leaps and bounds in all respects in order 
to fulfil their new tasks in the new situation, 
with unprecedentedly favourable condi­
tions." 

Bright tomorrows with heavy yet very 
glorious tasks are awaiting the Vietnamese 
people. 

.... 
Life returns to normal in Da Na'lg 
after liberation. 

Thieu troops force people in the 
~ South to evacuate using them as 

a shield for their panic-stricken 
rout. 

Home-guard fighters in Da Nang 
remain highly vigilant. 
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An NFL combatant travelling by sampan in the 
Mekong delta ... His waterproof knapsack ¥ contafns 
spare clothes, a mosquito ne(, a hammock/ a road-" 
book adorned with drawings "and a pictun~a of: Ho'iif> 
Chi Minh. Around his belt is a supplementary lnaga- · 
zine for his AK-47 machinegun, a wateq~roof canvas'liii' 
which also serves him as a bed sheet, a grenade, a 
medical kit and an e/ectric torch .i;Ther knaptack'i an'Cl* 
the torch are marked ·;'Made in USA" . T,h~" ~()/1?~ u, 
batant told me he · carried with him& a1fffiJ.~ his •· 
belongings. ·• 



A class in a peasant's straw-hut. The cadres. of the 
NFL admitted that not all the children in th e liber­
ated zone could attend school. "The security condi­
tions are still very hard," they told me. And to con­
firm this, two shrapnels exp'loded 200 metres from 
the place w/iere this photo was taken. 

Women peasants taking babies to be looked after 
in a clinic run by the NFL. /Vlany medicaments used 
at the clinic were produced in the USA and bought 
in the Saigon-controlled area. 

A guerilla takes a rest. Amidst the population, the 
guerillas have really lived like "fish in water".The 
peasants feed them and they can move about with 
their minimum of weapons and luggage . 

... After the first trees, we reached a 
no man's land. Several children surging 
up from we did not know where grasped 
our hands and helped us discover a new 
world, that of the Viet Cong. For this 
was exactly a new world. Highway 4, 
that road which linked Saigon with the 
provinces of the delta and on which I had 
travelled dozens of times was of strategic 
importance for the Saigon regime which 

- had to keep it opened at all costs. I had 
followed the military operations there 
and noticed a permanent deployment of 
troops in the region and I thought that 
the NFL forces - the "Viets" - would hold 
the immediate surroundings. But I had 
never imagined that, over large liberated 
areas, the populat ion was living an 
almost normal life. 

I spent five days in that liberated zone 
extending for 30kms between Highway 4 
and one of the branches of the Mekong 
river in My Tho province. They were the 
most interesting five days of my life as 
a photographer, ones I shared with my 
travelling companions : Jean-Claude 
Pomonti from "Le Monde", Tiziano 
Terzani, a journalist from the German 
magazine "Der Spiegel" and an interp­
reter; later during my second sojourn 
I was joined by Safa Haeri from the. Iran­
ian Television Network. 

The first contact with the NFL soldiers 
was very touching. 

During those five days, I never spent 
more than six hours at the same spot. 
Mobility is a strategic necessity for the 
NFL. We moved on foot over ricefields 
and by sampan along the hundreds of 
canals which crisscross the Delta. The 
perfect organization of the NFL was 
visible at each moment : all their actions 
were coordinated and nothing seemed 
to be unecessary. 

Despite the ceasefire, the zone con­
trolled by the NFL was permanently 
pounded by Thieu artillery : harassment 
fire with no precise target. Even when 
shells exploded near a village, nobody 
around us got alarmed. Life continues. 
That daily heroism impressed me. 
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ON THE OCCASION OF THE 30th ANNIV ERSA R Y OF THE 

SOCIA LIST REP UBLIC OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S NA TIONAL DA Y 

GIFTS FILLED WITH FRIENDSHIP 

AT the Pioneers ' Club in the capital we 

were attracted by an atmosphere of 

intense activity. Groups of children 

pl ayed chess ; others were learning how 

to blow horn s, drumming or singing. At a 

class on electricity, some twenty children 

were learn ing on how to use and repair 

receivers and transmitters. Pointing at the 

new radio sets on the tables and the 

musical instruments used by the pioneers, 

Comrade Dieh, the manager of the Club, 

said : "They have been recently sent us by 

our Czechoslovak friends. A 5-storey build­

ing provided with up -to-date equipment is 

being erected with the assistance of 

Czechoslovakia. Perhaps the most interest­

ing part will be the astronomical observ-

LE NGOAN 

Czechoslovak specialists 
and a Vietnamese cadre · 
study a model of the new 
Hanoi Pioneers' Club. 

atory where the children will be able to 

observe the universe; it may help them to 

become young meteorologists· in the 

future .. . " 

A pause, then he added "All the 

Czechoslovak specialists have offered us 

devoted help. M. Kafka has carefully 

examined each screw, bolt and switch to 

ensure safety for the children during study 

work and play. Engineer I. Parlieck has done 

his best to put the water pipes in the best 

possible positibn. Their examples have 

deeply impressed us." 

Ian Pexa, another Czechoslovak specialist, 

said to me : "We've come here as uncles 

and elder brothers of the Vietnamese chil­

d ren . What we've achieved is actually in 

implementation of President Ho Chi Minh's 

wishes : to do our best for the future of our 

brothers and children so that the future 

g enerations can live in happiness." 

Before starting the game 
"Hunting Martens" . 

. . · 

W
HEN th e US imperiali sts staged the coup-d 'eta t 

in Cambodia and obstinately hurled 100,000 

Am eri can and Saigon troops into th e land 
af the Ang ko r Temples, th ey hoped, throu gh expand ­
ing t he war to the whol e of Indoch ina, to im pose 
neo -colonia lism on the t hree Indochinese peoples. 

The hi story of the past fi ve years since th e si gning 
oi th e Joint Declara ti on of t he Summ it Conference 
of the Indochinese Peoples, however, is a history 
of militant solidarity and glorious victory for the 
Vietnam ese, Lao and Cambodian peopl es and one 
of i gnomin iou ~ failu re for US imperiali sm and its 
lackeys. 

Jn fi ve years, t he US poured 7 bill ion dollars and 
millions of tons of bombs into Cambodia. But th e 
Cambodian armed forces and people, under th e 
leadership of the Nat ional United Front of Kampu · 
chea and the Royal Government of Nationa l Union 
of Cambod ia, have matu red in fight,ing a nd defeat ­
ed all th e en emy milita ry operations, putti ng out 
of action hundreds of thousands of enem y sold iers . 
Wi th th e liberat ion of Phnom Penh, t hey have 
recorded one of ·the mp st brilliant victo ri es, safe­
guard ing t he independence and neutrali ty of their 
beloved homeland and bringing total defeat to t he 
neo -colonial ist war of aggression waged by t he US 
imperialists and th eir agents. 

In ' Laos, the Liberation armed forces and peopl e 
under th e leadership of the Lao Patriotic Fron t have 
b ro ke n Washingtori' s " special war" strategy. Th 3 

Meet ings -

Co-operation 

F r ien dship 



FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF THE JOINT DECLARATION OF 

THE INDOCHINESE PEOPLES' SUM.MIT CONFERENCE (APRIL 24, 1975) 

MILITANT SOLIDARITY-GLORIOUS VICTORY 

Prince Souphanouvong, Chairman of the .National Political Coalition Council 
of Laos, has a cordial chat with the people of Luong Prabang who have come 
to welcome the successes of its 2nd Session. 

Khieu Samphan, Vice -Premier of the Royal Government of National 
Union of Cambodia warmly welcomes Huynh Tan Phat, President of the 
Provisional Revolutionary Governm ent of the Republic of South Viet 
Nam, en a friendship visit to Cambodia. Photo : LAM HONG LONG 

Vient iane Agreement has solemnly recognized the 
fundamental rights ol the Lao people for indepen ­
dence, sove re ignty, unity and territorial integrity, and 
put an end to all the military and aggressive 
ac~ions of th e US and its hirelings in Laos. The 
National Political Coalition Council of Laos presided 
over by Prince Souphanouvong, Chairman of the Lao 
Patriotic Front, and the Provisional Government of 
National Union headed by Prince Souvanna 
Phouma, have been established. The 18-point Political 
Programme for the building of a peaceful, indepen­
dent, neutral, democratic, unified and prosperous 
Laos, has been warm ly supported by the Lao people 

ond serves as a compass for all the activities of 
the NPCC and the PGNU. 

Meanwhile the Vietnamese people have recorded 
a great victory in their strugg le against the US 
aggressors leading to the signing of the Paris Agree­
ment on Viet Nam : the US was compelled to 
withdraw all its troops · home. In Spring 1975 the 
stubborn attempts of the US-Thieu clique to continue 
the war and sabotage the Paris Agreement were 
dealt well -deserved blows. Within 55 days and 
nights of relentless attacks and uprisings, over 
1,000,000 puppet troops were put out of action ; the 
enemy's war machine and administration, from the 

Photo : NGUYEN TOAN PHONG 

centre to the grassroots level, were completely 
liquidated. Our people have won total victory. 

On the occasion of the 5th anniversary of the 
signing of the Joint Declaration of the Indochinese 
Peoples' Summit Conference, the Vietnamese people 
greatly rejoice at th e victories of historic signific­
ance and epochal magnitude of the three fratern ­
al countries. Th ey, together with the Lao and Khmer 
peoples, pledge to unceasingly con solidate and 
strengthen their c lose militant friendship, consider­
ing it as a basic factor to ensure their own victory 
as well as that of the three brother countries watered 
by the same Mekong River. 

During the friendship visit of the military delegation of 
the People's Republic of China to the Democratic Repub­

.... lie of Viet Nam the head of the delegation, Yang Yung 
"Ill {l eft) is cordially greeted by General Vo Nguyen Giap 

(right), 
Photo : VU TAO 

Gifts presented by the USSR All - Union Leninist League of Young Comm­
unists to the South Viet Nam Liberation Youth being handed over at the 
office of the Special Representation of the Republic of South Viet Nam 
in Hanoi. 

Photo : KIM HUNG 

The delegation of the Algerian Ministry of Veteran Mujahidin 
~ {former Algerian Liberation army combatants) headed by its 

Department Director Kadi Mohamed has paid a friendship visit 
to the DRVN. Photo : At the Army Museum in Hanoi. 

Photo : LE PHAN 



VIET NAM: LAND AND PEOPLE 

AN 
HISTORIC 
ROOM 

Photo : Viet Nam 

News Agency 

0 N August 26, 1945, President Ho Chi Minh left the Viet Bae resistance base where he had 
presided over the People's National Congress held in Tan Trao (Tuyen Quang province) and 
issued an order for general uprising, and returned to Hanoi. Thoug·h still unwell arid cough­

ing occasionally, he would work all day at the fo rmer palace of the Governor of Tonkin and -tfii 
late at night in a small room on the first floor of N° 48, H,ang Ngang Street (see photo). It was 
in this room that President Ho Chi Minh drafted t he Declaration of Independence sometimes 
writing sometimes using his type-wri ter, enjoying some of the happiest moments of his life. In 
this room, his closest collaborators were invited to give their suggestions and comments concern­

ing the draft of the Declaration. 
This historic Declaration of Independence stresses that "All the peoples on the earth are . 

equal from birth, all the peoples have a right to live and to be happy and free . 

.. . Viet Nam has the right to enjoy freedom and independence and in fact has become a free 
and independent country. The entire Vietnamese people are determined to mobilize all their 
physical and mental strength, to sacrifice their lives and property in order to safeguard their 
freedom and independence." 

TRUE TO THEIR 
INDEPENDENCE OATH 

Photo : Viet Nam News Agency 

0 N September 2, 1945, despite 
th_e gunshots fired by the 
French provokers, over a mill­

ion people of Saigon - Cho Lon 
tu rned out into the streets, raising 
aloft golden-starred fl ags and 
posters in honour of the National 
Day. At the fixed time people in 
Saigon and representatives from the 
provinces in South Viet Nam 
gathered below the loudspeakers to 
listen to the Declaration of Indepen­
dence read by Pre~ident Ho Chi 
~l! inh in Hanoi and. broadcast to 
the.:entire country (sE¥e photo). 

True: to their oath of indepen ­
dence, on September 23, 1945, the 
South Vietnamese population stood 
firm against the French colonialists 
who stOged a return to Viet Nam. 
Ever since then the South Vietnam­
ese and the entire people of Vi et 
Nam have recorded victories both 
over the French and over the 
American imperialists. 
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A CHILD OF HANOI 
A production of the Hanoi Feature Film Studio 

Ngoc Ha's family before the 
destruction of Kham Thien 
street by US 8. 52s. 

Ngoc Ha is helped by an "Uncle Combatant" . 

PRODUCED by the Honoi Feature Film Studio, th e film "A child 
of Hanoi" refotes a simple story set in late December 1972 
during the 12 historic days and nig hts of fighting against the 

US air blitz on the capitol. 

Its main character is Ngoc Ho, a littl e girl from Kham Thien 
Street. Following a US air raid by B.52s, Ngoc Ho loses her mother 
and sister. After rooming about looking for them she tries to go to 

her fotJier, who serves in a miss ile unit, to inform him of the news. 
As she wonders about Ngoc Ho witnesses many scenes of heroic 
struggle and many moving examples of love and affection. Through 
the eyes of the child, the film presents a girl emp loyee of the State 
trade service, on officer of the peopl e's army, a young woman 
architect, a security officer ... all filled with a confidence which helps 

them overcome all difficulties· and ha rdships to defeat the enemy. 

The role of Ngoc Ha is ployed by Lan Huong, 12, a pupil of the 

Kim Lien Second< Level Schoo l in Hanoi. This is the first time that 
she hos acted in a film, and her success hos been a great plea sure 

for her father, who is in the army, and her mother, on engineer. 

TRANG DUONG 

Ngoc Ha meets her younger sister again. 
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