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OOWN .. AT-. A,IRFIELD! :. HIT IN LZ .... 
Cu Ch· • etnam ••.• _. 269th Cbt Avn Bn IO ••• tow level f~ing and constant ex-
.., "'1'7' • ·to enemy fire is almost an everyda.Y occurance for ti. crew ot~ 
• ..iav~·ey Baront1, a speoially, equipped UH-113 Huey helicopter of the 269th 

Combat Aviation Eattaliq~ Capable of 1~1ng_ der~e protective smoke screens 
in Landing or ·Piek•up Zones, the "Black B~on" craft proved i ta1 effective­
ness d.uring operations in fUl ., area th~ee to four miles north of Trung Lap. 

Aircraf't-.Jomrnander Major Jack M. McKnight, Lockhart, South Carolina, and 
• Captain Matthew Kambrod, Port Ches­

ter, New York~(Pilot) took the craft 
\l , out on what oould be described as a 

~ -. l ' o· 4 "routine" mission; to place a smoke 
t'->;. \...;' • ' _ .. 1:'j e~een cover for a Chinook helicop-
\' ~ . ' I ter from the 242nd Assault Support 

'-J ~i!;:-.;,.,;;1 0 Heli~pter Company on an extraction 
~ ;~~i~:}°~f ·A _ misSl.on.; \lhen ."Smoke:," arrived in 1be 
-~ J . _. Jft•f'~li/ --~ . V:., . ar_~:,,· ~ emergency call for a medi-

'!-:~ ,?, ll~-t~ oaI e1aaflation was received. Major 
!'.{t1~1,~"':- \~

1 ~~ McKn~Sht called for gunship cover, 
t~j/li\ ~ . ;·.;. . ~ :~1 and voluntarily took the cr~t in to 

' i;1;0{:~~;~) ~\. • ·'.t"!~\i .pick up the two. ~e7iously wounded 
it]/~- • J~ ~i~l/ 25th Infantxy Division soldiers • .,., 
17 - , ·--~ "Stinger" gunships from the 116th . 

•,·:-.. :. ,;:;=; _i • A.ssaul t Helicopter Comp~ began 
f~~{{#f;~i -- . . ___ receiv~ intense automatic weapons 

~ tf:''i<!i );\ C. <v i!~,nti::,:'~ h::~ ::::. !::r:!nl: 
' ,~ i::-: - .,) a diroular pattern covering the , L £ "-.. wounded men-went in behind the smoke 

r ' . made -a pick up., , and smoked their ~ 
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. out of the hot Pick-up- Zone. The in­
jured men were flown to the 12th 
Medical Eva.cuatioh !Hospital at Cu 
Chi. 1 

269Tl-l COT AVN ON RVN 
The 242nd "Muleslt1nMr" Chinook 

was ready to \~ ,at\4 extract_ deta:in-. 
ees. The 269th era!~ flew a SIIIDka ram 
around the area, enabling the Chi­

----------·---·-- nook to remain on 1he ground in the 
.(Continued on paee number ,> 

IN MEMORY OF 
CPT Billie T. Presson, 187th

0

Aslt Bel Co. 
killed in aotic..lf • Slf!'tember• 1967 .- •~• ·• 

\r.01 Jamee T. •Donahue, 188th Aslt Hel Co. 
killed in action 22 September 19'67. 

"Those we love truly never die, 
Though ye!:l,1' by year the sad memorial wreath, 
A i-°ing and flowers, types of lif'e ~d death, 

Are la.id upon their graves. 

For death the pure life saves, 
And, life all pure is love; and love can reach 
From henven to earth, .and nobler lessons teach 

Than _those by mortals read. 

Woll blest is he who has a dear one dead; 
A friend he has, whose face will never change 
A dear communion that will not grow strange; 

- The .tnchor of love is death." 

John Boyle O'Reilly 

I O rC?aS t Plate 
Pretecis 

.Dlock Ace 
A ''Bird Dog Pilot 

' with the 21st Recon-
. rui.issance Airplane Com­

pany, Captain Charles 
_ . Welsh or Portland, Ore-

• gon, was on a recon 
mission 15 miles north 
of Tey Ninh City '\fflen 

•• he received enemy sni­
. per fire. 

One or the snip.­
rounds smashed through 
the right side of the 
craft, hitting Captain 
Welsh' s protective 
breast plate, but not· 

' • j • him \ lll uring • •. 
The .-.. . Jla 1le ·a topped 

the 30 caliber bullet 
from entering his chest 
and wounding him. 

! 23?1 
! 
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. SIX COMPANY ON CA 
FINO S °CHAR. LJ E'~ 

The 269ta Canbat Aviation Battalion con­
ducted Combat Assaults along with three com• 
panies of the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion 
The area of operations was three miles south 
west of Trang Bang.· 

The n,o flights of three companies each 
lifted the l/27th and the· 2/27th ''Wolfhound!' 
Infantry Battalions of the 2nd Brigade, 25th 
Infantry Division into • multiple Landin& 
Zones. to conduot a Massive search and des• 
troy operatioa against known and suspected 
Viet Colli O@ll-tra.tione. 

The six Assault Helicopter companies in­
volved alons with gunship teams from each of 
the respective units werei the 116th Hornets 
the 187th "Blackhawks" the 188th "Black-. ' . 

• widows", and from the 11th Combat ATf.atton 

,. ., 

1 

Battalion; . the 128th "Tomahawks" the 162nd 
1'Vul tures 11 and the 173rd 11Robinhoods 11 • 

The first flight of ,o slioka going ·mto 
the LZ was del8iYed when a "Stfn&er''· suxiahip 
from the 116th AHC encountered heavy auto­
matic weapons £ire during preping . aotio~ 
The craf't sustained several hits, and was 
toroecl down in the area. Inf'antrymen an • 
board th~ lat lilt were .inserted to protect 
the downed crew. A sliolc :fraa the ''Hornet" 
Company commanded by OPT Davi~ Summerfeldt, 
T;renton, N.J • and piloted bJ W Peter Hull,, 

• t 10 I I 

u 

W~t Kingnon, RI, new· 
- in at low level, and ex­

traoted .. orew.lhe ah1t, 
• tes , .. troJecl.. .l 

11.tt by th• air 
also encountered 

he&'fY fire while &PJrOach­
iJJB the LZ in the Sa'IDa • . 
area. Three 1110re slicks 
vere hit in the morning· 
aotion, one or vhioh was 
torced • down during the 
~.; action. 

"Stinger" accounted 
for three enem, killed in 
the morning action while 
preping landins zone 
areas. 

l1 ,. 

In the attarnoon, the 
116th "Hornets", and the 
187th ''Blackhawks" made 
a joint extraction ot the 
ground ·elements. Th.a two 
''Black :Baron" companies 
inserted the ..2jth Infan• • 
try Division soldiers in,­
to an LZ near the Oambod• 
ian borier .. The tirst in­
sertion of troops drew 
extremely heavy fire 1'rom 
the LZ. Several sliolcs 
took hits. 

~ •• 
17 28 

The 269th Combo. t Avt.­
tion .Battalion smoke ahip 
( Corrt-inued on page no. S ) 
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SA10KEY DOWNED;: .... 

( Continued. tro11 page number l ) . 
PZ for about six 11imltea. • . 

CompBlV :r,, 4/9th Xnrantry l>ivi-· • 
sion, was beins extracted by the' 
116th Hornets, and "Smokoy" was once 
888,in commitJi;ed to oovor while under 
one~ tire. Mortar rounda began 
falling in tha area, but the expoaad 
smoke ship continued screening the 
area, cutting the on~s view of the 
vunarable PZ. "Stinger". gunships lo­
cated the eneuzy position and destroy 
ed it with rockets end machine gun 
f'ior. 

The effectiveness or the lowly­
ing smoke screen is readily attested 
to by Captain Dale E. Snell, Fort 
Riley, Lnsas. n~t leader ot the 
"Hornet" Co~ on the- minion; . 
11'l'hey did r.nd n,_.tapn.. -~ The 
skill with which they. depl.oytP, amoke 
sa"fOd the lift el\~~Mo_t. 
up ... 

"Smokoy" was on its• way baok,to 
Cu Chi but the da_v was not qdite 
over. A ''Hornet" slick, oomananded by 
WOl Alan E. Humphrey, Laremie; Wyom• 
in&, was 1oing into the area north 
or '!rung Lap on a re-supply mission.,·· 
Hie ebip !&den with explosi~•sJ 
Humphrey called for smoke :,ooTer• The 
"Black JSa:mn" oraf't retumed to 
smoke the area wi thol:lt tho protec- . 
tion of a sunship light- tire teaL 

'"?hay .(Smoke,) were la_y~ 1110ke 
in front 0£ ~ when: I .heard auto• 
matic weapons fire•· I could \lear 
tbeix ship take\ the hi t1111 aaid W 

Car cfut Sir ThEr1/s· 

Mud Down Ther, I . .. .. 
187th AHO IO ••• Before the ~~ack of 

dawn, membe~s of the weli known 187th 
A&f-laul t Helicopter Company 1 'iBlack­
hawks" are working by flaahl~t, 
insuring the choppers a.re ready for 
a new day 1a action. l3ut who could 
iJDa&ine a Crew Chief finding time to 
h~ve the cleanest helicopter in Viet 
Bam? ·Somehow, SP5 Robert Kittleson, 
Renton, 'Washington has .tta.ined:. this 
title by his energetic efforts, He 

• ia a Crew Chief on a "Blackhawk" 
slick known as -Old Prophet". Not 
onl..1 does he bathe his aircraft 
daily, as a car-era.zed teenager 
OU'8S for his shiney new sports car 
■i ttle~n also swabs doll.n the cargo 
compartment after each combat as• 

· ·•wt mtasion. Even while waiting in 
the PZ, between troop.- lifts he con•· 
tinues to clean his craft. 

"Keeping a clean ship is also a 
part or~ maintenance effort." said 
Kittleson. "I'm real proud or 'Old 
Prophet" 

, Xittleson, a dedicated crew chi~f 
checks all or the crafts systems 
with meticulous care. . i 

SSometimes we wonder what's on 
hie mind as •old Propiet• ·4eou&1·' 
into a muddy LZ" A comp~ spokes -
1aan: stated. ."It's propa'bly 'Care­
ful a~, there's mud in that Rice 
pa4ey.• It • /I 

. r 

r~phray. "'l'ho •ke gave ·me cover 
- , : wasn't hit. It was a ,aoot Vdrlc · the main ' rotor blaAe was ·going to 

)-1<:!y ½-ere there", ho cont~a. · • Coile down on top ot the chopper, but 
i•fnjor • MoKni8h,t and CP'l l'amb;-od then • it veered off towa1'd us· •. . It 

~:'.cc·tcd to 1ey to fly th.- cmppled landed a'bou~· 15 • meters Ji front -~r 
.·':ip to ~ Chi. Flying low -1•••1, our ship.II" etat'ed,Mathias. No one; 
.nticipating tho poesibili ty ot an on the downed craft was injured, an4···· 

engine f'ailur&, the helicopter" was the rotor blade landed wi thtn~t . doing 
£:ired a.t again, but was not hi-tt. av,,d.amaBe• • ; . 

"We startod losffl("'ert'8ti-.. ~n- The aviators praised the crew 
trol or tho o.iror.a.rt ena:- th'e con- chief, SP5 Philip I. Busby, (River 
trols became atiffflt~~. ~ s!.de, Cel.iromia) • and the gunner, 
bred. SP4 Paul •vi. Geving (Regfol.'d Township 

Specialist Four~-ti 01ass David. L. Michigan) on the fipe job they did 
Mathias, Denver o.iorado, a crew during the action. "They oenstaDtl.1 
chief with the 11Hornets" saw the placed Gf.fectivc fire on enemy poai­
crippled ship appr'Oaching the air tion~11 Said Captain Kambro~ "'l'h~ 
field at Cu Chi. •'When I first eaw deserve a lot of praise for their 
the ship, I tho\18ht it was making a profeasionalism. 11 

. 

normal approach, but when it touched A strict~ professional C_relf• 
down and started to skid, I oo\ild Busby· and Geving helped the aviators 
sec the transm:1 ssion BDlOke ,and: knew remove equi -oment from the ship after 
they were· in trouble. 11 the emergency landin8• ~o one appear 

The smoke shfp skidded abou~ 180. ed to be visibly shaken ••• it was all 
f eet--the ma.in rotor mast snappea, in a dq I s wo~. Ar aw c;lays later 
and the blada soa.r'ed up-up and aw&:J the crew of ns.-,key Baron" were on 
straight into t~e air. 11I thouipit another mission. • 

., 

: ' .. . 
• !'J. ,, ... ,;' '"I. 

1 
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CONG RES SIONA L COOKIES ANYONE? 
269th Cbt Avn :Bn IO ••• • "Deo..r Sena.tor stated in part: "I want to Bff3 how 
Ke~ied;y: In the Gre~t Irish American j proud we all a.re or you and all the 
'l'xo.di tion we draft this lettera" other young .Americans in Vietnam, 
••• So beg;\ll. a. latter wri tton by Per• and how much we appreciate your 
sonnel Specia.lists SP4 :Brian J~ courage and the sn.crifioes you are 
Moon,~~, S.'j; Pe..u.l,· Minnesota, and SP4 ma.king. ••• 
ThomA,S J. Gerrity, Fair HQ.van, Naw ••• Your request for oookioe is & 
J orsey. Tbc tvio ":Black Bn.:ron" sol- small ono indeed. Some of my eta.ft 
diora- continued th ic letter,.• 1'Wo. ··expressed the deeixe to • bake and 
~.re p:resentl.J, serving a tour as en- send thas to you. n 
listed men in Vietnom. ·we were dis- As a se~uel to the event~ TIME 
ous~;:i.ng your goneral interest in Magazine · {Asia Edition) published 
youth, and y-0ur . specific concern Ir"' the following article in the Sep 22d 
the wo.r in Viotne.m; tho two of which issue. The inf'omation was obtained 
we ugre:n are undeniab~ intcrtwin~d. from ··8.?l undisclosed souroe. 

As two young men amona so maDiY "A guy can get hungry whirlybixd;.. 
our ems.ll efforts here in· Vietnapn in& around South Vietnam; and :Bobby' 
e:ro next to inVi.sa,ble. and Ethe1 Kennedy have all those 

The lattex ~~,nt on to s~: •~- kids of their olm, and---Well ·it' s 
know you ho.ve a. heavy • schedule, but worth a t:ey, anywa:,. So Arrey ~ecial­
if you ha.ve ·1:1. :few free minutes we iets Fourth Class Brinn Mooney, and 
wo,iJ.d vory mu.ch like to heo.r frca Thomas Ger:d ty sent a wistful note 
:,ou." to the Senator: 'Can Ethol make 

• 

Th~ clinohc•r to the entire lett~ oookies?f l:lango! Back across thela- · 
came •in the Post Script• as Moone,.· ' cifio c~o an ononnous box of cook­
and Gerrity jotted down o. :friendly iea. Bingo! Off went another no'te,­
li tt1~ note~~•If its not a.ak:ing too this time to the 'White House:' 1Can 
much could ;yo~ wife send us aome.c Lady : :Bi:rd. make cookies?' They're 
cookitts'l" waiting, and so I s . the whole .e69th 

It too!c a f t w we~ks, but a -rep~ ~-.Comba~ Avaitictt B&~i~---
from tha Sona tor arrived oJ.ong with •1'Wo didn't really •: send a second 
an enormous bo:x: of homema.do cook~es, letter to Laey Bird, · that wa.en I t ~ 
(Chocoin'te Chip) o.nd -the two ~Jl I intention." stated Mooney. ''But it1s 
e08erly l:'Ga.d wc.t the Sanator ha.d-t~ , food for tho\l8ht" added Gerrity. 
-sa3 ( while munching on the cooki_es) . . ''HC?W were the cookies" ••• ,-came tbe 

In the . reply, Senator Xemied1 Dlll:tual reply.-•• "Delicious" 

MAJOn GEN' WILLIAMS -l'A YS - ;69711 15T VIS/ T 
Mnjor Go~cro.l Robert R. 'Willia.ms; 

the new . Ccmmn:nding General or the. 
let Avi~tion Brigade, p°"ed hie 
first o?:fio!al visit to the 269th 
Co~bat lviation • Ba.ttn.lion ''131.aok 
:Barons" rcccmtly. , • 

• graduate of what is now know as the 
"Class ~efcre One" . 

General Williams assumed command 
of the .let .Avn :Bde, replacing 'Major 
General:, George P. Seneff, Jr. who is 
departing for assignment as Command­
ing General or the 3d Infantry Divi­
sion,' Wu.erzburg, Ge:rmeny. 

Tho Gener.:il, accom:paniad by COL 
Nicholes . G. hsuki, Jr", Commanding . 
0:rf iccr or tho 12th Combat Avia.Uon 
Group, wcs mot at the Cu Chi ah- r 
field by LTC James H. Merryman, Com- I 
mandi.ng Officer of tho 269th. • • ,. -

A RiViY 

AVIATION The Generr:1,visitod tho Battalion 
Iloadqu~te:rs end e.ttondod a confer­
onc-0 briefing in the newly construe~ 
tod l3at·:;cl,ion con:forence room-

'- 1,~ ~diliite .. 6£ • We~t · l>oint, 
General 'Willie.ms has bean with A:I.!ny 
Aviation since its · inoeption. He was 
the first A:rmy A.via.tor to reoeiva 
the Master Avi~tor 1 s 13;<3.dge 1 and one 
of the first inetruct~re or Army pi-
lots i'rom 1942-44 in the Arrrry Avia­
tion Soction of the Artillery School 
at FT. Sill, Oklahoma. His previous 
flight trcining ha.cl been t through 
civilin:n ccntractors, making him a 

, "The mission of Ara{Y A"(:i.ation is 
to augment the oapability of the 
Army to conduci; prompt an4 eu.sta.inad 

. combat incident to all operations on 
land. 

Allrf3 .Aviation accomplishes this -
mission by increasing the mobility, 
fire powor, and flexibility of our 
.Army combat forces. Army Aviation 
personnel think and speak the same 
la.ngu.,.'lge as their :fellow soldiers. 
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NEW- VN VET'S O t•ll lS 
OK'D ov -PRES10ENT "• 
Commanders Digest lep ,, • ..:.President Johnson 

has si,sned lQGislation that 'extend& the-·GI Bill 
to Vietnam ftt&ral\e a.nd increases educational and 
o·ther benefits: · • . · ~ • 

In August 3let White Bouse , oeraoni~~ ... the 
President s~~,i the "Veterans PensiQJl '11d t-.a,.. 
justment .Aasist·ance Act or 1967" which ~a.1ea 
educational anti tlements from 1100 to $1~ ·.·a. 
month for single men, 8125 to 1155 for tbose .wjth 
one depelident, 1150 to 1175 for those with two 
dependents, with $10 JIQ1tblJ tor each dependent 
over two. .. . . .. --~ ._ . .., • ... .. ~·-

, .• ~ . 

The educe.tional section ot the law also in.~ 
oludes leaser rates tor pa.r"-ti• ~-~ eduoa­
·U.on and a p:rovieion allowing high 9f~9l -w be 
(lOJDpl.&ted without losina credit ·~·.fo; ~].,. 

• :Lege. . - . 

The· direct home loan mortgage lttyal !pr VA 
loans when private lending ia not ,.,.,._ilable ha8 
b_9ffll raised from 117,500 to 125,000. • 

A Vietnam veteran is defined as one having 
~~rved at least 180 da1s on or after ~he Aug 5 
Gulf of Tonkin inciient -or one diaoha:r7Bed for a 
service-oonnected,Jl:bii,thi~v·.. . - ,. ; • •• . ' 

The cut-of!' date bu ii- ys~ to ~o ~•t,;,nined. 
Either a. Presidential proolama.tioll F • ·oonour­
ront Congressional resolution oan te:rJJl&h • ~e 
benefits at some future date. • , 

T!~e law also increased all ~io~ tor dis• 
able4 vetcrar..s, widows and ohilc!reri. • · , 

WILDFLOWERS . 
_ OY PF'C DANIEL M Jf~ft/lN~S 

Iiet us put aside our tasks far 4 Jnoinent, to 
ponder and admire the wildflowers. ~9r '\'IO as men 
somftimea ov~look the simple beo.utj ' ;which 1ies 
at bur .vex, f'eot, in a world g1'0wn su~e~y sJ!l4.ll 
oncl complex. Yet they ere· evexywhe~ t-~t us to 
o.dniire, and J:.1CJ1, for nil his knowledgt:t ~ skill 
has not yet bean able to approach the ma. tchless 
be~ 'Wbich they possess so casually. Too, the 
aimplioity of their very exista:nce is no~eworthy 
for however harsh this_ earth may be, they . appear, 
.tht'ough tho cracked sidewalks of harlem as on our 
va.st pr~ies: tenacious in their growth, . end 
beautiful in their noweri.ngt and soniehow gmciaus • 
a.a they turn, and wither and fall to dust. 

,. 
• /JN CA FINDS ... 

cont fror-:ipag_~-2.: 
"Smokey Baron II" fiew in 
a.t low ·1evel • to .give a 
smoke screen cover for 
the incoming sli~., The 

• ship took several hits 
~ was f'Qrced to return 
to Cu Chi for repair. 

Ground troops incoun­
tered stiff enemy resis­
tance in the area almost 
immediately after inser• 
tion. 

A ''Blackhawk" slick 
commanded by WO Eric ~er­
oer, Washi!l8ton, D.o. and 
piloted by WO Jack Ruby, 
Paloalto, California, re­
ceived hits in the · engine · 
compartment while · inse;r.;. 
tin& the ground troops in 
to-· the hot LZ. In route 
to the Pick-up Zone for 
the secon4 ·-ltf't, the AC 
.qalled ~ • an , '-emergency 
tnati!l8 he was going down 
~e fiight .leader, Major , , 

• \lillialn ~l:;man, . .Lin,-.~=--',, . 
ooln, lf eb _. Command-
illg O!fioer of' the 187th 
took his ·craft hiio • 
the j,,nseoure area . and 

I resoued the crew; ·- The / 
; ship -was later extracted 
I by ~ 242I_ld ABB Compall1' 
! Chinook. The Muleskinners 
I led by LTC Paul Stansel, 
1 Columbus, Georiia, Com-I manding Officer of the 

I 
242nd ASH comni t~ed: f iv~ 

1 
~ooks to the aetion. 

• Sporadic small a.l!mS fire 
was reported during ·re- . ., 
supply • . Major . Richard 
.Auth, Aberdeen, M~, and 
his pilot OPT James T..-··· 
Owens MEDEV ACED a· ~ 
wounded 25th Infantry Di­
vision soldier to· the 12th 
Evacnation Hospite.l • at 
Cu Chi. ~ 

Air miss iorr,!\· oamma.nder 
for the entire operation 
was LTC { ames _ H. Merryman 
Hot SpriJlgaJ... Arkansas,. 
Co.lUlll8.mling Officer of_ the\ 
269th 11Blaok Barons". 

DE 
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AiNARDS 

WU:rrant Off icer John. 
l • DISTINGUISHED FLY$ CROSS 

McGrad.y of Lera.in, Ohio 
is a "slick" pilot • in 
the true sense of the 

· word, for he 4as flown 
UHlD troop oer.rying hel­
icopters for ten months 

WOl HENRY, JOSEPH C. JR 
WOl TREADWELL, MELVIN 

BRONZE · STAR w/ ''V" DEVICE 

WOl SLAICK, JOSEPH C. 
in Viet?i..c.Il without ever 1 

roccivi~ -a. round in j 1.IR MEDAL W/ "V" DEVICE 
his ship. He is a r.ien- 1 _ _.. 
ber of the 187th .Amaul.t I' • CPT • CLARKE, WILLIAM T. 
Helicopter CcmpaJliY, lo- CPT P.tJllCS, ROIJERT R. 
oo.ted near Tcy U:iinh.JI.- , CPT WALToU, JOHN T. 
though the 1'l3b.ckha.wks11 I WOl J.DliMOON, Dl1NIEL 
have be1m involved in I WOl SMITH, MEI.BURN, JR. 
countless fire fights ; WOl TOWNSEND, LONNIE R. 
du.ring comb.3£' assault· ; SGT MICKLER, WILLL\M L. 
pperations, WO MoGrady ; SP5 BROCICS, J.tiMES R. 
alw~s JllEl.ll@.eed to com- SP5 HESTER, JJiMES A. 
plete tho ·oission and SP5 PINNER, JIMNY R 
return without even as SPS WILSON, .ALBERT I. 
much as a single bullet j SP4 .ANDREWS, RO:BERT A. 
h(')lo on his ship. How SP4 BR.AUBER, RICH.AIID J. 

kn
does ? hbo .1. dho tit? ~ot j SP4 CJiGLE, JOSEPH F. 

ows Uu w. e. ever 1. 'i SP4 CELTNIEKS, IM.ANTS 
wu.s he los t his record '•! SP4 CORNMESSER, RO:B~T E. 
on o. recGnt opora.tion ' HOR'IMAN IR'REL L 
with the 25th Inf ant,..,, SP4 · ' D.li • • -., SP4 O'NUL, EDDIE N. 
Division while descend- . .gp4 PENISKA, J.MJK. t; ._· 
ing into ~ landing zcne SP4 SHE.A, RO:BERT •1. 
in tho Hobo l•loods north SP4 SDIPSCN, PERRY, C. 

. ·ot Cu Chi. PFC LEJJCE, HOWARD L. 
"I wns on shcrt f'i- PFC MAZEROLLE, CLAUDE L. 

no.l. with the fiigb.t 
sa.ic. McGrod;y , ''When a 
round CrJ!lC through 'lfI3 
windshield and out 
thrcugh ihe top of tho 
helioopto:r:. . 

BRONZE STAR 

I OPT S'JEELE, ROWLAND G. 
I ·. lLT CONNElf.LY, THOM.AS A. 

I PURPLE HEART • 

WOl F~CH, GER.Aµ> F. 

l8'7'.l!ld1HC 
187TH ARC 

187TH AHC 

187TH ARC 
187TH ARC 
187TH .iliC 
187TH ARC 
187TH ARC 
187'1H ABC 
187TH ABC 
187TH ARC 
187TH liHC 
187TH JJIC 
187TH ARC 
187TH ARC 
187TH ARC 
187TH AHC 
187TH ARC 
187TH AHC 
187'l!r' .ABC 

• 187TH .ARC 
187TH ARC 
187TH .ARC 
187TH .ABC 
187TH ARC 
187TH AHC 

I 

\ 
116TH J,HC 
187TH .A}JC 

-. 

116TH ABC 

No one· wc.s injurad 
ond the s.ircrcl't con­
tinued t o operate ncr­
m.a.lly as he stormed in­
to tha sr u : with the 
rest of _the 11B 1.ackhawk" 
flight. 

Cuvalier Capsule 
''lt' record is sho..t-

tared". s~.id MoGrady ,· 
afterwards, "I knew it 
was too ROC d t o be true" 

.The Pathfinder Det 
of the 269th Cbt Avia­
tion Battalion, kno-wn as 
the Cavaliere hr..ve • had 
quite a busy wee~, with 
many varied typos of 
missions. 

On September 19th 
the entire detachment 
wont to Phu Loi tor in­
struction in sling' -
loading procedures for 
the CH47 Chinook. 

On September 25, the 
detachment mmt 6 mem-

· bers to assist the 24'2d 
in relocating a lat 
Inf Div Artillery bat­
tery near Lai Khe. 

The last two ~a 
of the week were spent· 
with the •Cavaliers 
using their skills on 
final extraction pick­
up zones for elements 
of the 25th Inf Div·. 
This entailed some 
long hom-q and several 
night missions for the 
already busy Cavaliers. 
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' • vj~H·, o: L ,~ NE-:.s:·-s:" .'/· ·_' :·PA"(?K1Ns_oN , · 
.. ·, I • •• -';· fVfA/(£S 
Last issue we talked .al,c,ut &NCTIFICATION the • ); • · •• • • . 

prooese of becoming Holy·· f.S • God is ,B(?l.y; Tocla1 "t-: 0 u P- ·s OM 
lie trl.11 discuss what ttid.s: Rolines• id about~,, b:y St!h].ku,ppe . 

The ·ancient Hebrew tard which .we: today ' t-rans- - , . •" • ·. .. \ ' ••• 
late as "holy" had the claeper !191111~ of being . ,~ '"If~ tl()IJl 
-set ,prat unto God". Tln11,. when God .called Is• , • prised ·or six -battalion 
rael his "Holy nation" he refarzed to that fact · Sergeants Maj or and the 
t~~ she was "se1; apart" or "se»amted" .. froa 12th Combat Aviation 
others for himself•·"' • • ' • Grau~ SGM, Culver o. • 
: \ ··itolineas i~ being separated fraa thdae _th~a • Tenbroeck, met to cmose 
'.Which tend to keep., us from being lilt~ God• • Ve . the Group Soldier or 

· ~ve previously meatioJ?-ed ~ - sin ieparates us the Month. ~presenting 
f1lCI( God and the . • ltfe he o~ ·planned for the 269th, ;' was SP4 
us. Holiness . separates us or · sets us apart FOR !arzy D. P~inaon, of 
God. To illustrate the use of this idea wa notice Paradise, California.. 
that mon,I,;s and nuns take a vow of flHo~ Orders", . A member of . the 21st 
iieani.ng they have set apart their livea for God I s RAC ''.81.ack Ac~s"; SP4 
worl{.; Or there .is an old AYm that .a~s,''Take Parkinson aompe.ted:with 
t~• to be holy. 11 'l'his eymn reminds ua that there • the best soldiers of 
mti~t be times· in our li~ea wl\en we s•para.te our- the ent_ire six battal­
Elelves from the rest of our aot1vi tiea to· be vi th ions which compose 12,h 
God. This ~ do particularly in private devotion Group. The board obose 
and ·public worship. 8P4 Parkinson a.a Group 

'When we talk about the holiness or God we also Soldier or the Month; 
inolµde the concept of his beina eeparate from ua' buizic the competion on 
because·: ot hie perfection. Our beoCliling holy, , suefi topics as; mili­
tlien~ is living in auch a WtJ3 as to · tuiti&w • . tu:y' bearing, . appear• 
~d I a pm'eotion. In order to do this we mst live · ance, military know­
accordilig· to God1s OCllllllandlllents. 'l'h.e !a~ CCIIIDland- lecJ.&e, and personal 
meta serve as a guide. for·' livin, in •tirolineas" • prasentatj.on. 
fheretcre they are as iapQ:r:t&nt to ue todal a.s .,. P&J.¥ineon,. when he 
theJ . were to 1ihe Israeli ~ea to whom thay were- • is not ~ldier of the 
ti.rat Sivan at the time they were aet apart to be Month, works a.a an .air 
God I a ho~ people frame repaimaa : 'Iii th 

the 21st •. He was incluo~ 
tad into t~ . I ArJffy in 

Okff1rv~~ 
, Sept•b~ 1966; . and ~ad 

both his . basic and a4-
vance4 training at n:.· 
Lewis• W~~ton. • He 
joine4 . the' •21st in .lpr, 
when -tihey were ' toming1 

.. .. ...... . :~ . 

• ' ?;. . !e:Core coming ~ into 
·# t ~:,'-: :t 

f: . .,_,, the,..,,-, he -was a 
, student at Chico State 

•. ·HE BLACK BA Ro· N: .. ~RE LEASE " ' Collese~ Chico~ Califtn.'a 
I .. , ~·- - ~• nia, where_ he majored 

, : 'i- .~:-" ... .,. .. : . in Political Science •. 
THE BLACK :BARON REI•EASE is ·.an ·,mthorized . ~ bi- • :Be6id.es' 'the honor of 
month~ publication of the 269th ~bat Aviation.. being • 9~~•n ti> __ repre­
l3a.ttalion, APO San Franoisoo 96353, .. <;>pinions · e:x;- ~:•~ aent the 12tl:1 Group as 
preseod in this publication .-e ~ot necessarily · • SoldiEtr or the . Month 
those or the ·United Statea ~. Opinions expres~ Specialist · Parkinson, 
sed by euthors of articles . that appear in this r ooei ved, for , his et­
publication are not necessarily the views of the f orts, two ·$25 u.s. 
lla.tt&lion Qanmander, Intormatio!\ • ,Officer or the S&rin&s :Bonds, one from­
United ·s:tatos J.raq. • .,, 12th Groµp and on:e fr<?Dl 

t he ~9th Comba.t Avia­
t ion Battalion 

Commanding Officer ••••••••• LTC James H Merryman 
Emau.tive Officer •••••• ••• .LTO Irwin K Cockett Ji: 
Information Of'ticer •••••••• lLT Steven P Pince• i 

• Information Specialist ••••• SP4 John J .Momsse, 
Associate Editor ••••••• SP4 Gerald E Stahlkuppe J 

b·u y u. s. 
··□ 0 N 0. S 
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''(v,U{Gskinn-ers' Hi 1~ Hord t Cf')tStevPns AiJed Dy 
212nd ASH IO .... ~Within a mir_mte after i-CW3 K-riv ens ky ' 

lifting out of a pick up zone with a hea~ . 
load of troops and equipment, the aircraft p l l . Ch · • k 
gommanden b, CPT Jaol-:son c. Stevons, of U S In 00 
Colu.r!bue, Ohio, was -hit by intense auto-
matic weap6n:s and SI!la.11 • • arms fire• Two . T h f O ~ .. 
rounds slaxnmod into the \.coolqd.~, said CPT Stevens. "l wa.a -~retty 
one round lodged in the hyd:r:o.u'lic busy, and didn't realize I had been 
brake cylinder, damaging the util- hit for a second~. Mr Jq-ivensq 
ity l\vdraulic system, and spreading seemed indifferent· ·to the enemy 
shrnpnel throughout the oookpit. fi.l•e. Ho is tru~ an outstanding 
CPT Stovens received shrapnel pilot. Our pass9nkors got oxcitod 
wounds in the r~ht leg and the when the fire "omne in, . · but ~ 
pilot, CW3 9'co:q;e R. Krivonaky, of enlisted crewmen, SP6 Thomas . lJ. 
Chico.go, IlJ.., was slightly wounded Perkins, SP4 Paul A. Teylor, and 
on the face tmd neck. SP4 John M. Monaghan, qµiokl;y Gteclmd. 

Tho second round came through the aircraft for daJnage a.nd ,re­
the chin bubblo and instrument stored order. 11 

panel, was deflected by CPT lLT Frederick W Weise, • who was 
Stevens' chest protcotor. passed on board as Lia.ison ·Officer, •. ~id a. 
through his shirt pocket and SOI tine job of trent1ng:· the wound"ed 
~d lodgod · in his shoulder. The ).lassenger, and aasi.st~ the crew 
aircraft was hit a.t least ndne more Accordins to 11Mtilesk inner" 
times.. A pc.sscnger was wo~ed, a. Commanding Officer,': iLTC· Pa.ul ·.l,'., · 
fuel tank wcs damaged, and two tires Stansel, of Columbus, G&orgia, ''r he 
were rupt,D:cd. ·dete:rmination, of CPT Stevens, and 

Despite the wounds and aircraft the aiagnific~nt. · pet'f6rmance et~nis 
dc'.moae, 11Mulaekin."'ler" 008 contjJJ.~ orew • • aeteci''tle aircJ!'a!..t 
through the ~nomy firo to comp1;tG a.oc:.:,;.=:i:~ m.iss:i.o~ ·.~ and set an 
its missi('n• ''Mr Krivcmsky - at' example of c~woge -~d d.'votio:n to 
tho control~t und. I was wOZ"~ tho duty. 11 ' • 

radios' when tha aircraft was hit., II 11 bt h Of f i C G r up p er1 on (? 

5G"1 f ££Df\1AN 
... SSUME S POST 

SGM Leonard W. Geed­
m.,,n SSSUI:led the poet of 
Sergeant Major of the 
269th Combat Aviation 
~ tt .-.1li(.fl frcra S}M Eu­

gena Bant-ugan in a 
cent cerenon;y held at 
Battalion Ruadqua,rters . 

SGM Bantugan oft 
the '1l3le.ck :Ba1.-o " to 
join the 22nd ' :Sn J~ 

CPr Michael Adkinson , 116th AHC officiated at 
Daleville• Alabama was • the , ceremo:ey. 
recently promoted to CPT Adkinson is pre­
his present rank at an sently serving as a 
informal ceremo:ey nt fire team leader an a 
LL--l"'l""Z'l!~~~i...---Hett~7msi:stan..t. Platoon lea 

pter Compaey. Major er for the 116th Sting 
nrles Franklin, Com- er gunship· platoon. 
ding Officer of the Since his arrival in 

Vietnam, the 1'Ho~et11 

Asked what he ff'l t : officer ~~ logged mqre 
was essentiel for a man than 1000 \a.e~ial) ct76.:. 
to have a successful .bat hours. 

• 

Vung Tau. . 
LTC J n,m;;•s H. Morry­

man, Co1,,11.0,nding Officer 
of the 269-th, presen.ted 
the new top .NCO with 

tour in the service, Enterillg the Army-~ :.:: 1 

tho :Battalion. Crest and. 
green epulot tabs. ~- • 

:Born in Forest Hills 1 

(Lone. Islnnd) New York, 
SGM Gee dna.n begon his· 
oi'l,i tary career nea.l!~ , 
22 years !:.bO• 

He hE',s ser;rod in.lis­
t~ twice :i.11 GerJ11::llliY, 
J'o'Wl)sa,' :111d :in Be-teral 
.e,.tatctlide posts prior 
to being a.te:i.gned to VN 

M stated: "A soldier a.n. E!blisted man in M~•·: : : 
. st evaluate himself, . 1963, • the hornet offi-:~; .. >t: 

his ability to fol- Qer; C9Jllp}eted 'basic ., 
. low orders. He must t:rai~~ at Fort Polk,r.; . 
• then strive for niotiva- .' La.~ After· 13 months 6:( ··~: 
tion towards the ul ti- • :' en_l;i~ted servj.ce :he at,-
ma te seal of becoming a tended . ·<?t3s, and we;& .. 
leader." commissioned an Inf an.-

Queried further oon try Officer. He com­
the subject, the 39 plated Hel:i~ppter Fl~t 
year old "Black l3eron" . ~.cnoor in No~ni,er ·1966 
saidt 11Leadership is • a.nd arri~d in Vietnam 
soinething not born ··m e.:· . • ':f:n' December 66. 
individual , it is some- • --:--
thing he makes of him~ i · 
self. "i/ 




