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This special edition of the Bee-Line pays tribute to a man who is ad.mi.rec. 
a..-id respected by the men of his command. The Officers and Enlisted Men of the , i fa!1 
ASSAULT HELICOPI'ER COMPANY bid farewell to MAJOR HAROI.D I. SMALL (Hornet 6). His 
devotion to duty and to his men for these past six mcnths is expressed by the 
numerous outstanding missions flown by the Hornets am the continuous high m0rale 
of his men. Though Major Small is leaving the 116th, his methods and policies will 
continue to make this company as efficient and prou:i in the future as it has been 
in thf'I paat,. 

Thnough this edition of -the Bee-Line, the Hornets wish to express their gratitt;.de 
for having received the finest in leadership, the utmost in concern for their 
wellfare, and the most outstanding lesson in devotion to duty. All of the things 
the ./Hornetsthe Hornets have gained while serving under the finest combat commander 
in/ the military service. It is, than, t .at inevitable time when the Hornets must 
say, with one voice, a heartfil Thank Yo·11 ~: .. .d a reluctant Good-Bye . 



What a man does to eern the respect and devotion of a vast body or il'xiivi-·~.:~ls i 
·.s a matter or great significance. The elements that make a man a superior le&:e!" 

• in combat are the sub!ect of much study. 
How Maj.or Small has exemplified the best of all these areas cannot be expressed 

completely on these pages. There are mny intangible aspects th~t make up leader-
• ehip. However, there are ·many ways that these same intangible qualities c~m be , . _ 

manifested and recorded. 
One attempt to summarize the many examples of Major Small's abilities, perhaps 

the best nArrative, is the proJX)sed citation for the Legion or Merit and the sup­
JX)rting narrative. That citation is printed below: 

MAJOR HAR.CID I. SMi1.LL, 094344, TRANSPORTATION CORPS, UNITED ST1.TES ARMY, DIST!~ 

aUISHED HIMSELF BY EXCEPTIONALLY MERITCt .: .. ·: ..; CONDUCT :::t"J THE PERFOR¥J1NCE OF OlITSTAt•m­

ING SERVICE DURING THE PERIOD 13 SEPTllMBE -: 1966 TO 12 SEPTEMBER 1967, WlilLE SERVING 

AS CO?-rt-~.UIDING OFFICER OF THE 393RD YiAINTENANCE DETACHMENT MID !liTER .AS THE Cill~J/.ND­

ING OFFICER OF THE 116TH !.SSAULT HELICOPTER CQ?,,l'/~NY IN THE REPUBLIC OF UIETNI.M. 

WHILE COM¥.if."NDING THE 393RD AT PHU LOI, RVN, M/.JOR SMli.LL REALIZED THAT DR/Sl'IC Ac;. .• 

TION WAS REQUIRED TO INCRFASE M/1INTENA.NCE SUPPORI' TO THE 128TH J~SSAULT HELICOFTIB 

CX>MP,\NY. HE INSTIGhTED ON-THE-JOB TRAINIID TH/.T BROUGHT A TWENTY PRRCilIT INCRF..i,SE 

IN AIRC1.AFT f..VAILABIUTY THE FmST MONTH Ol HIS C(l.1MAND. DUE TO HIS oUTsrANDING 

~'EADERSHIP ABILITIES, MAJOR 3-iAIL WJ~S PICKED BY TIIB llIB 001c.:-.3_·.T AVI/.TION BATTfi.LION 

,.,-: COMMAND THE 116TH ASSiULT HFJ.ICOFTER cor-TANY AT cu CHI, RVN. MAJOR SMALL M...:... ~ 

AN :00-WIATE ESTIY!ATE OF THE Tf,SKS CONFRONTING Hil-1 AND OUTLINED HIS COURSE OF ACTION 

TO HIS SUBORDINATES. EMPlOil!-IG SOUND LEADERSHIP TECHNIG;JJSS, HE ACTIVELY SUF::RVISED 

HI~ SUOORDINATES AND OBTAINED SUPERB RESULTS IN EVERY AREA OF HIS RESPONSIBILITY • 

. ON THE MAJORITY.OF THE OOUNTLESS COMBAT ASSAULTS IN WHICH MAJOR S1-1hLL HAS PARTICI .. ,. 

PATED, HE IL~S BEEN FER&>NALLY SUB,TECTED TO INTENSE HOSTILE FIRE. HIS UNDAUNTEn 

BRA VERY AND INDOl-U:Tf,BLE OOURf.GE DURIMG THESE PERIODS OF EXTREME PRESSURE SERVIID AS 

•~N Iti3PIRAfi.,.ON TO HIS SUBORDINATES. HS ~: ~:_: :-AYED A F:::3:R.CE DE!'ERMINATI0N TO 
.,, 

'WJ;JiCOME OBSTACLES WHICH MIGHT lthVE INTERF2?ED WITH THE ACCOl:PLISHMENT OF HIS 
/ 

. ISSI0N AND HIS BRl,VERY J..ND DARING HAVE EARNED l1Ik THE SILVER STf.R AMD TIE 

:..: :sTINGUISHED FLYIOO CROSS. CO!-iBAT UNIT C011MANDERS HA VE EAGERLY OOUGHT THE 

_ .,J.VICES OF UNITS COM¥1ANDED BY MAJOR Sll.ALL. HIS SOUND JUDra-.lE1'rr, EXTRE?<iE 



11:VOTimJ TO DUTY, IND0?1:ITABLE COURAGE, AND 'DNACIOUS DETERMINATION, 

A DEEPLY INGRAINED CONFIDENCE AND PRIDE IN ALL PEROONNEL WHO HA VE 
• 

·coMMAND. MAJOR S¥JtLL1 S PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE AND OUTSr/i.NDitlt ACHIE\lffiENTS WERE 

• IN KEEPING WITH THE VERY HIGHESI' TRADITIONS OF THE ~ITLIT/JtY SERVICE AND REFLECT 

EXTREME CREDIT UPON HIMSELF AND TJ-IH] UNITED S'l'l,TES ARMY. 

His first major project, after assuming command of the 116th, was to continue 

to expe.nd .. the improvement of the company area. A cement sidewalk was laid in front 

ot the company operations and headquart.c:· s ::·lilding a~d. attractive signs were • 

orected in the company area. to identify t i-.e 11Hornat' s Nest 11 • Ditches were deepened 

to prel)Are for the impending rainy season And buildings were painted white to make 

them cooler ard neA.ter in appearance. Major Small took particular interest in the 

-::ompletion of the company Officers', NCO, and EM Clubs. His interest in these • 

' ··ojeots e~rred construction and brought the buildings to rapid completion. These 

clubs were to becom the showplaces or the 11Hornets11 , and an examplw of the out­

stP.nding1 toorale .and esprit generated by Major Small's leadership. 

During the month of !-iarch, the Hornets set a new U~RV rw·ord for Assault Heli-

:::iter Companies by flting 3646 hours in that nx:>nth. What was particularly :'..r., • -

;;;sting about this feat w~.s that it was the 4th mnth in e.. row that the Hornet orgc1.n­

ization averaged oore than 100 hours,par day a.s a company. This fantastic record of 

achievement WPS a result. of the training program instituted by Major Snall and was 

a tribute to the emphasis that he placed on his maintenance activities. The Hornets 

. invariably had extra aircraft flyahle Whenever an emergency arose. 

• 
In March or 1967, the 116th was rea.ssigned from the 11th Combat Aviation Bat-

talion to the newly fo~ed 269th §ombat J, er"~- : ion Battalion. This reassi~nt ih-

volved no physical ioove tor the 116th, lru.:. it did require a large adminietrat.ive 

change over. Major Small had made advance plans regarding this shift. Due to 

·.hese p:L9ns, the transfer was accomplished with no curtailment of normal operlltio:r:. · 

·quirements. In making this transition, Major Small utilized his experienced i::ersc. 



nel as fl training base for all newly assi~ed units or the battalion. This train­

ing was directly res:ponsible for the repid assimllition of the 269th Combat Avia­

tion Battalion into the ranks of seasoned combat units in the III C.rps area. 

Major Small assumed com1Mnd during an extremely critical period. The conduct 

of combat operations was steadily increasing in intensity requiring nrucimum. utill­

zatio_n of all assets. In January, February, and March 1967, the 116th participated 

1.n every major operetion in the III Corps areas, including 0}J8rations Cedar :. 'll.ls, 

Junction City, and Gadsden. Many letters of comrrendetion am words of praise We :· .a 

received from all units supported, proving that the Hornet's reputation Wc!S built 

on deeds. 

Amng other recognition, the 116th was recoIJll!J3ndad for the Presidential 

Unit Citation for its work during the "Battle of Soui Tre 11 • The performance of 

the unit under fire during · this engagement was an outstanding example of the dis­

cipline a.nd morale instilled in the men of the 116th by Major Small's courage and 

leadership. 

Operational corrmitments continued to increase during the nxmths of April and 

May. On 2 May the unit was involved in the largest battle in the DaltR to date. 

It was fought about. 10 miles north of Dong Tam, e.l'Ji the Hornets, led by Major Small; 

~"ere magnificent. Log~g rrore tht1.n 220 hours flying time for the day, B.nd led by­

-•ajor Small who flew more than 15 hours himself, the Hornets proved themselves, 

under fire, to be a most aggressive., seasoned, and professioruu unit. On this one 

day the 116th expended 40,000 rounds of 7 .6:;M-1, 1000 rounds of 40MM, 150 rounds of 

?.75 FFAR'S, l3nd 500 rourns or 20MM cannon ammunition. 15VC were killed wi~,.!-:. ~­

other 20 possible. 381 sorties were flown, 100ving .355 troops, 41 medevacs and 7 .6 

tons of critically needed supplies. Maj or Small's leadership and heooism on this 

d~? brought hbl the Silver star decoration. 

Hi;, Actions on t.ho aeoond of May were only t,-ptcal o! his daily pert'orrwmce :-. 



duty. On the majority of the countless combat assaults in which ¥.ajor Small 

nas participated, he has been persomuly subjected to intense hostile fire, as 

were his officers and men. His undaunted bravery and indomitable cot>rage during 

these periods of extreme pressure served as an inspiration to his subordinates. 

Comaat unit ccmnanders have consistently paaised Major &all's efforts "~1. 

have eagerly sought the services of the "Hornets" when a difficult mission was i:.-~ 

the offin~.• !-i"ljor Small's lePdership has been the driving force responsible for 

the courageous efforts of the officers and men of the 116th. His sound jud~ent, 

e;;..t!'eme de'V'Otion to duty, indomitable courage, and tenacious determination, have 

instilled a deeply ingrained confidenc• itnd pride in all personnel of the 116th 

Assault Helicopter Cc,mpany. Major &all's perfonnance as a comnftnder is a tribute 

to his abilities as a soldier am avi.?tot> o 

Major Small's outstariiing1leadership has not gone unnoticed by men other 

than those in the 116th. The following section contains just ~ few copies of 

~he numerous l.ettere of appreciation and comneriiation for jobs well done by 

11..a,1or &tall and the 116th. 



I 

HEADQUARI'ERS 3D BRIGADE 
4TH INFAN~RY DIVISION 

APO San Francisco:96286 

AVDDC-CO 30 March 1967 

SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation 

TO: Commarding Officer . , 
116th Canbat Support Helicopter Canpany 
APO 96225 US Forces 

1. Members of the ,3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Divi"ion wish to 
express their sincere thanks for th,l outstanding support and heroic 
actions by the 116th Combat Assault Helicopter Company on 21 
March 1967. 

2. As a result of ·earq morning attack by 2500 VC against 450 
U. S. troops at Fire Support Base Gold the Hornets routine resupp:q 
mission became a tactical emergency. In meeting thia emergency 
the Hornets performed magnifictentq. Time after time under heavy . 
ene!I\Y' automatic weapons fire and mortar attacks your men flew into 
the battle area resupp4'ing the critical:q needed ammunition. On 
the way out the wounded were evacuated. To expedite and save lives 
the aircraft comnarxlers demanded that the helicopters be overloaded 
taking 9 or 10 evacuees on each trip. So went the Hornets until 
all emergencies were completed. Then they began resupply of food 
essential items to the troops at the battle site. This continued 
until all was ·accomplished. In addition the light fire team demon• 
strated a high degree of tactical proficiency in providing armed 
helicopte.r support to aircraft in the area as well as ground troops. 

3. The "Battle of Suoi Tre" has [JnL0'ine dmm in hist.ony as 
the greatest victory of the Vietnam W'd.2' ~ffort in terms of enemy 
killed in a single action. A total of 647 VC were killed by U. s. 
tropps with a probab1~y of 200 additional. VC killed.~ 33 u-: s. 
troops were ld.lled arxl 1 ,;n wounded. or these the Hornets evacuated 
70. Your aircraft flew a total of 114.7 hours and 2~ sorties 
while hauling 105 passengers am 36 tons of cargo. 

4. It is :it a time such as this that training and hard work 
pays such gratifying dividerits. Not to be forgotten are the personnel 
of your company that work togat:.her in accomplishing your overall 
mission and enab~ .support. such as we received. 



A VDDC-CO .30 March 1967 

SUBJECT: letter of Appreciation (Con't) 

5. Without the outstanding support and heroic actim by the men 
of the 116th the l:adly needed snall anns ammunition and the demand tor 
medical evacuation could not have been aecanplished. 'nlis action 
alone contributed :inmeasurably to the success of the battle and saving 
of lives. 

6. ·Yvould also like to add my personal thanks for a job well 
done. 

/F,/ Marshall B. Garth 
/t/ MARSHALL B. GARIB 

Colonel, Infantry 
Camnanding 



HEADQU,\.RTB:6 
3d BATTALION 47I'H INFArlI'RY 

APO San Francisco 96372 

AVDE-IE 11 May 1967 

SUBJECT: Outstanding Performance of the 116th Assault Helicopter Company 

THRU: Commanding Officer 
2d Brigade 
9th InfantI"J Divsion 
APO San Francisco 96370 

TO: Commanding General 
1st Aviation Brigade 
APO San Francisco 963rf/ 

1. With an outstanding display of airmanship an& leadership, Major 
Harolrl I. Small distinguished himself while in support of nw unit, the 
~hird Battalion, 47th Infantry, ,on 2 May 1967, during operation HOPI'OC XVI, 
:.:1 the AP BAC area vicinity XS31 52. As air mission comma.mer, he flew 
continuousq over the battle area; controlling lift ship for troop lift, 
MEDEVACS from "hot" landing zones, evacuation of detainees, emergency 
resuppq, and resupply of nw Battalion after dark. He marked "hot" targets 
for the gunships during daylight. After dark he guided MEDEVAC ships and 
resupply ships by marking low level runs between VC positions while didging 
parachute flares. 

2. Special recognition is to be given to the officers and men of 
the 116th Asaa.ult Helicopter Canpa.ny for their support of our operation. 
The company distinguished itself by the courage, endurance, and profession­

. 1!.lism. 0£ mP.n lik:~ Maj.~ lklt-old L . Small,. t,hP-ir Commanding Officer. 



AVDE-IE 11 May 1967 
SUBJZCT: Outstanding Performance of the 116th Assault Helicopter Company 

Their devotion to duty is symbolized. be his statement, who after nearzy- 12 . 
continuous hours of f:cying, said, 11as long as your fighting, we' re staying". 
His unit. continued. support until ordered from the field two hours later. 
Their compaiv deserves special recognition for their outstanding accomplishment. 

( 

I 

I 
I 

/ 

., 

/s/ Lucien E. Bolduc Jr. 

/t/ LUCIEN E. BOIDUC JR. 
LTC, Infantry 
Commanding 



AVTE-B~ (ll May 67) 1st :al(l 
SUBJECT: ~tstanding Performance of the 116th Assault Helicopt,er Canpe.ey 

Hea.dqua.rtera, 2d .Brigade; 9th Infantry Division APO 96.372 16 May 67 

THRU: Camnanding General, 9th Infantry Di vision, Af9 96.370 

TO: Canmanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, APO 96'J07 

1. Major Snail, displayed true leadership and crurage during 
operatim HOPTOC m, 'While supporting this Brigade. The tireless ef'torts 
of Major Snail and the members of the ll6th enabled this operaticn to 
becane highly successtul. 

2. Again, outstanding support as rendered by the 116th ie allr8.ys 
remembered and apprec:Lated. Their devotion to duty ms de~-tcted when 
they refused to leave as long as there was a battle going. It is 
gratifying to .have an wtstanding unit like this supporting you in ccmbat .. 

/ e/ William B. Fulton 
/t/ W!LLI/.M B. FULTON 

Colonel, Infantry 
Camnanding 



REPLY TO 

J\IR LIA! ("mr OFFICER 
Headquarters., 9t': !:nl· ntry Division (G-3) 

A~ San &s:·ancisco, 96370 

ATTN OF: Major William A. Sro.i.th, 3rd Bde AW., 9th Inf. Div. 10 May 1967 
. . 

SUBJECT:. Rescue of Downed B-57 Crew Member 

TO: Comnanding Officer 
1st Aviation Brigade 
APO 96307 

During Operation Doi Ma Creek II on 22 April 1967., a B-57 twin jet 
bomber was shot· down by hoetile gunfire while supporting American 
Ground Forces who were pinned down by heavy Viet Cong automatic 
weapons fire. 

As the survi,ror1 s parachute blossomed., three helicopters inmed.i.-:.;, el. 
diverted to aid the downed crew. Two of the helicopters were the light 
~ire team stinger of the 116th Assault Helicopter Company. They pro­
vided intense protection with machine guns., rockets, and automatic 
grenade fire that SJIDthered surrounding treelines., bunkers., and avenues 
of approach with a withering stream of fire. 

The Airm::>bile Commander o~ the 116th Assault Helicopter Company, 
Hornet 6., swooped· down almost before the obserTer spilled his parachute, 
and evacuated him unharmed to the Tan An Airstrip. From the time that 
the par?chute -opened..1until, the rescue was completed, only fom- (4) mi­
nutes had elapsed. Throughout this time., the gunships continued their 
.effective •SUP~~sive f~re on every trrget. 

The USltF T.actical Air Con~rol Party of the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantr;­
Division, wishes to extend its :~armest appreciation for a job well done. 
In recognition of their professional and courageous action and for their 
disregard of personal danger., we reconmend that Major Harold I. SnBll., 
pilot of the rescue helicopter., Cpt Terrance Henry and ·1/Lt Fichael. H. 
Adkin80ll,° pilots of th~ gunehips., be awarded an appropriaU3 decoratic;m· 
for their display.o~ valor. • • 

I 

/e/ William .A·. Smith 
/t/ WILLIAM A. SMITH 1 

Major., USAF 
AL0, ~3rd ·Bde., 9th Inf. Div-• 

... 



REPLY TO 

Am LIAI 'T.;J OFFICER 
Headquarters, 9tli. :r,i\. ntry Div:i.sion (G-3) 

A~ San :&!·ancisco, 96370 

ATTN OF: Mcl.jor William A. Smith, 3rd Bde ALO, 9th Inf. Div. 10 May 1967 

SUBJECT:. Rescue of Downed B-57 Crew Member 

TO: Comnanding Officer 
1st Aviation Brigade 
APO 963CJ7 

During Operation Doi Ma Creek II on 22 April 1967, a B-57 twin jet 
bomber was shot· down by hostile gunfire while supporting American 
Ground Forces who were pinned down by heavy Viet Gong automatic 
weapons fire. 

As the surviiror' s parachute blossomed, three helicopters imnecb .. e.tel: 
diverted to aid the downed crew. Two of the helicopters were the light 
~ire team stinger of the 116th Assault Helicopter Company. They pro­
vided intense protection with machine guns, rockets, and automatic 
grenade fire that smthered surrotmding treelines, bunkers, and avenues 
of approach with a withering stream of fire. 

The Airmbile Commander of the 116th Assault Helicopter Company, 
Hornet 6, swooped down alm::>st before the obseMer spilled his parachute , 
and evacuated him unharmed to the Tan An Airstrip. From the time that 
the par!?chute opened..1until the rescue was completed., only four (4) mi­
nutes had elapsed. Throughout this time, the gunships continued their 
effective eupressive fire o;, e~rery t~rget. 

The USAF Tactical Air ..::ontrol Party of the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infant r: 
Division, wishes to extend its warmest appreciation for a job well done. 
In recognition of their professional and courageous action And for their 
disregard of personal danger, we reconmend that Major Harold I. Stmll, 
pilot of the rescue helicopter, Cpt Terrance Henry and 1/Lt Fichael H. 
Adkinson,. pilots of the gunships, be awarded an appropriate decoration 
for their display or Talor. 

/s/ William A. Smith 
/t/ WILLIAM A. SMITH 

!'.iajor, USAF 
AW, 3rd Bde, 9th Inf. Div. 

... .. 



The canmandere and men in the units directly supported by the ll6th Aslt 
Hel Co wish ~ extend their fare-wells and best wishes to Major &all. 

I I wish to extend rq congratulation to the Hornets on a job very well done 

during the peried under the canmand of Major fs.reld I fhall. 

The ll6th Assault Helicopter Canpan;y has repeatedly shown the highest pro­

fessional level of flying. Regardless of the many hamrdeus obstacles you have 

encountered, The Hernets I primary goal was always the canpletion of your assigned 

I am veey proud to have the Hornets as a member of the 269th Cantat 

Aviation Battlion. Your perfoblance is an example for all aviation canpanies to 

follow. The leadership of Majot &all has been one ttf the major factors tor the 

outstanding perfonnance of the H"1,aets. t am sure you will continue to perfonn 

in the same professional manner undur the leadership of you new canmander. 

LTC JAMl',S Ii. MERRYMAN 

• IEPARTMENT lJF M ARMY 
HEADQUAR'tERS., 2D • Bi'L-i'ALION 27T1i ;J:Nl'ANTR? 

· APO 9~5 • 

In appreciation of your fi,le leadership and o$standing cooperation in the 
conduct ot. numeroue csba·t. .a~t.l.ta and eagle flight,, the 2d Bn, 27th Inf ex­
presses their sincere- wish for ~ntinued success thro\J,ghout your military c-.areer. 
The ·,otticere and men of this -ccneand • recogm,.ze y~ur tl\lfJ prqfessionalisn and 
great contribution t.o the succe• of our operations. Jour efforts reflect great 

• credit,~ your unit.., the . . ~5UJ: Inf ntv. -,id the Unit.ad Sta.tee Army. · • 

,, 
/ 

' ... 

.. 

Emfl\RD C. PETER 
LTC . I INF 
Conn1anding 



• 

The 'W9.r in Vietnam has led to many new concepts, but the most unique is t he 

link formed between the infantr;yman and the men that man the helicopters. The 

ll6th Aviation Canpany has more than lived up to its nickname o.t 1'HORNETSU, for 

they stung Charlie where it hurt the -~.G3t . 

On the eve of Hornet 6 1 s departure we of the First Welfhounds would like to 

join in a&ying ''Till the next LZ 11 • Thanks for getting us to Charlie, resupplyinf 

us, evacuating our wounded, giving us. air cover, and then getting us out when 

Charlie has had enough. 

Have a good trip and take care. 

MUSTANG 116 11 

HEADQUAR'IERS 
1ST BA'ITALION (MECH) 5TH INFANTRY 

APO San Francisco 96225 

Dear Major ~u, 
On the occasion of your departure and on the behalf of all the 11Bobcats 11 , I 

wish to express my sincere thanks and appreciation for the many missions in whicl: 
you have sui:p-ted the 5th Mech. In War Zone c, the Boi Ioi Woods- the Ho Bo Woo 
and the Oriental River, the Hornet call sign ahays insured ml't" 111:&a on the ground 
that the pilots above were dedicated, tireless, and superbly skilied. The fine 
reputation y<:Ar unit enjoys is a personal tribute to you, and as you leave, you 
take with you the ,gratitude of the fighting Bobcats for the inumera.ble dust-offs, 
twilight resupply sorties. and canma.1: C: a-,_d control flights you perfonned. 

I 

In your future assigrments -we wish you the best of luck. Keep up the RPM. 

• 
/ 

CHANDIER GOODNOW 
LTC INF 
B0bcat 6 



l.a~t; but most definitely not the lee.et, are the farewells from the platoons 
and Sf>ctions l-ri thin the 116th. 

***********************ff**** 1ST FLIGHT PIATOON ****H*******************r.~***" 

ALOHA , HORNET 6 

Thr- 1st Platoon (Yellowjackets) bid you J..loha, Major Small. Reminir.cent 

of the prmery oivision ~u have supported, the 25th Tropic Lightning, Aloha v.ill 

egPin be ap~ropriate on your first stop o;:: U .s .. eoU in a yee.r. Aloha also wishes 

Y<\l fn A:? f'll enr'_ Gor' r-peec' from those who have served 'With you. 

Tht=> Y ,"'llo,.jtckfts, a~ is true of the entire Ho·• net a.rgr.?Zation, have been 

blr""r-E"f ,,j_th some memorBble characters during your 6 months tenure, Sil.ch as Jake 

Kt=>efrr, ME' rvi n Beker, RoJ.la Breed, Dick Grf;ly, and yes, even Mr. Cheney vas once a 

Y~llo,.•jecket. Therr- have been a .few do7en other pluggE=:rs who, though not as color­

f-,.1 r,erhaps., kept tunrl.ng in 120, 130, 140 hours per month. As Hornets, we enjoy 

goof 'Tio·· elr bf'c&'l""" "~ }la,re been given plenty of work to do, and ha.ve been 't-Nlll 

lr-<' in r"oinf? it. If thrre is war· a better "C" and "C"., his title wi 1.1 no doubt 

LH' "Ho· net 611 too. 

We are tJToud thrt the command ship has been 990, a Yellowta.il, and it 1s crew 

he'" bren Yf'.J.lo•·jo.c1,:ets. But we are prouder of being Hornets, and no amount of 

,~. nnentling of ,,.1~~ in the company area 'Will change that. Also, we: will weger 

t.h,-t if in the part sb· months, the Hornets have 11 fone good" at some time or othrr, 

~e were ~-!ar'ps, Yellowjackets, and Stingers there, and you wr-rr running the 

• show likr 1 t should be run. Wo simply say "Thank You Sir11 , If you l-rent to rebut 

any of the above, "th~re's no hurry, jt: ~71 :::o it 1s done 1 ".ithin the next five 
• 

AWHA! ! ! ! ! I 



• 

• 

1~6TH .assAULT HEl,JCOPI''"m COMPANY 
2ND AIRL!rt' PIATOON 

APO San Francisco 96353 

SUBJECT: Fare,.rel.1 

TO: Commanc1ing • Officer • {Ho·rnet 6) 
116th Assault Helicopter Compe.ny 
APO San Fre.nci.sco 96.353 

The officers and enlisted men or the 2nd Platoon take this opportunity to 

give a few -words or tirewell to our departing leader. 

In t}Je past, SQi¢1iera have 'Written tributes to men far greater than them­

eelvr£1, We lmow nQV the problems they must have encountered. What can we ~,ay 

that has not already been said? What can we licid tQ your seemingly endless list 

of achievomentaY So, we simply say, 11Wt\ would follow you '!.'lo matter · the risk or 

9Qft'ific-e involved to ucomp;ish the missiQn11 • 

Wf' haft felt yoar -wrath, either µ-5 .. ~ t.uy or in mass. For example: The 

rock fight on Ju+Y 4th, tile Bunker 6 p~:·og~ and pep talks on av:ia tion safety,. 
• • ... If'" 

to mention a rev~ We have- also '\rli.. tnessed your outstanding leadership at ?,w Tho, 

Tay Ninh, Due Hoe., and sco1•es or 0~1:ier places where the going got r~h1; .. 
•' . . " 

Ml'jor Small, the on].y iming we; ,·the Wasps, can &'Ry is, "We would, indeed, 

follov yoo. no matter the ~isie or sacrifice involved." 1'est assured that we will 

serve 011r nrw Hornet 6 just a:3 wo have served you. 

\-Ther~er ·yea: 1:oo, ... Sir, the Wasps,iwish you Godspeed and th& best in fJV'ery . - .• , .. ~· 

assignment. 

Respectfully, 
:Wasps• 



• 

.. 

It sure is a tough thing for the Stingers to bid you farewell, Hornet 6. 

We do so with the fondest memories of the days spent in your command. Your 

leadership in combat, your guidance and example, both in and out of the battle 

area, have been rewarding to each of us . 

As • we recount our time spent together, we are reminded of the II Tst squares 

and pie shaped LZ •s which you so amply used to keep us on our toes. Your 

individual help in our p:i.cifice.tion program has made it one of the finest in t::e 

3rd Corps area. We likevL>r can •t fail to remember your never ending ability 

to cheerfully accept our "Pagodas" whether they were shot in an LZ or sung in the 

BeeHive. 

Thanks Maj or Small, for allowing us to be a part of the page you wrote i.n 

Hornet History. The officers and enlisted men join in extending our beat 'Wishes 

for your future tourv and .sincerely s c.y - 11Sir, it ms been our ~emo pleasure 

to serve in your command. 11 

THE STINGERS 



., 

illillMMMM:lllHHIMIHtMMMJrnMMMMllll:llillMMMMM:llillQPERATIONS~illillMMMMMM:llillM:llllillill~~~MMMill:llMM:ll)O(~ 

We of operations would like to ~,;: ):,:,:.:;;,3 our fer·ilngs on yoU' leaving the Hornets 

M:3.jor &tall. l'k are sorry to lose your leadership and guidance as Commanding . 

Officer of the Hornets. We will always strive to attain the degree of profession­

alisn you have set forth for the Hornets. 

All seriousness aside, though, we 111 kinda miss your presence in operations, 

taking over the show just when we really get the feel of running it. 1...e never 

know when, where, or how you' 11 pop up. tlsually you cane in right in the middl.e 

of sanething and then all hell breaks loose, phones, BOC., the radios, not to men· .. 

tion sane "eight ball" asking ai dozen questions. 

Operations will be like a haunted house witheut a. ghost& You're just 4 _, 

"Big Brother", always watching, asking, and telling us how low our ER'a will be . 

Really, Sir, -we all hope you will enjoy your month with Brigade. 

Fran all of operations., "Thank You, Sir, it lr,18;S great serving under you". 

~,HHHt lBIMUU Mill U JHHOOf ill ill M lHt-ll MllSERVI CE Pl.A 'J!OQ~ MM Ill( JO( 10000( MM U U ill NM JOI ill II ~Ht ll ll 11 

We know a snile that ass\Dlles understanding, fairness, and justice. A voice­

that encourages, praises, and is never :r-?:ised in anger. W3 know a hand that guide 

leads, corrects and protects. A preson~e always near and ready to help or just 

give confidence and urge us on.. We know a heart, big enough for all of us·, full 

of devotion and loyalty. We know them all, respect arxi admire them all, for the~· 

belong· to ''Worne~ 6t•. 

Our thanks for a job well-done and best wishes for- continued. success. vie 

. ~re pro,1d ~ ha.ve been a part .. of you:r Hornets. 

Beekeepers 



l 
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if OM NM tut If IOI UJI If If If JI IOOE IOI JOI II 28)D SIGNAI -:- .. , 1. CHMENTiHBI IOOi II tHHHi Jlll Nll N 1000111 II II JOHE Hll if 

The sta,W.c Chaser wish to take t!d.s last opportunity to bid farewell to the 

deJBrting Hornet 6. \'A:, will all miss him and hi& write-ups. The entire Detachment 

looks fon.ard to, perhaps, ete:metime in the future having another opportunity of 

serving under }oajor &la.11. 

~, with deJarting, we all \-ant to wish you, Hornet 6, Good luck and the best 

of everything for a fine and well deserving lfornet leader. Here's hoping that all 

of you transnission5in the future: are "Lima Charlies" -Static Chaser - out. 

ff II If ttflN U KlUE ll JI u IOI JOI'°' *392ND TRANSPORTATION DETACHMEN~; '.-:~ 

Upon your de'}'.Brture fran the Hornets, -we take this brief opportunity to '!·:>:i­

gratulate you on a job well done, and 10.sh you success in your futur& assigmients. 

Your untiring devoti,m has been an inspiration to the personnel of the 392d 

during many occasions when numerous aircraft -were down for maintenance and reµ3..:.rE 

There have been, of course, times when you exercised you prerogative as the Can­

ma.nder., and through outatandit)g leadership, inspired personnel to exert themselves 

far beyond their kno\<11 capabilities. This has allowed the unit to perfo:nn its 

mission the next day, when on the n:. r. 1.- '.: .::tore, the outlook for sufficient mission 

ready aircraft was dim. 

Again we wish you luck, and although you are deJBrting the Hornets, you will 

ahe.y:, be considorod a member. 




