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From time to time this space in the Bee-Line will be used to put out 

infol'DBtion concerning changes that are occuring or proposed. for the Hornets. 

Presently, we are in the proeess of installing a ceiling in the mess hall 

to improve t,1e appearance and roouce the interior temperture. • Proposed 

improvements will.be tiling the fioors and eventually air conditioning if the 

power source permits. 

'I'he existin6 billets will be given a.n exterior coat of -paint also to 

improve the area appear-a.nee. 

A new oper&.tion-adminstrution building will be constructed in the vicinity 

of the flag pole. This construction is scheduled to start around 1 October. 

Upon completion, this will neke additional billet space available and reducel: 

the number of men living in billets. 

0perations will continue· at the same pace a s they have in previous months. 

The one difference forth ~oming is the dry season which is remembered only 

by our short timers. We can expect hotter temperatures and more dust, causing 

our Maintenance problems to increase considerably. This is something w~ all 

need to be aware of and start preparint; for it now. 

The next couple of months is going to see a l arge tum over of the old 

Hornets. If we ce..n get all the "Short timers" to pass on their 11Fearls of 

Wisdom" to us before t hey depart., I'm sure the Hornets will continue to carry on 

in their fin~st traditions of the past 



Congratulations! To stinger 85, n.ew Gaptin Micha.el Adkinson, the 

promotion camea.roonth early and was guite a pleasant surprise. Now he is 

wearing his new double Bars in the warm Hawaii sun. 

The stingers extend a welcome t-o new member WD Manke:· and SP5 Hopper, the 

rapid change over is only getting faster wi~h Lt Groenema.nn, Lt Miller, and 

CWO i'Jinters getting very short,. we bid farwell to SP5 Novae. 

WO 11 Tank" Huntington is currently nursing a bad left 11Track" in the 

12th Evac, hospital. Since he received. the wound on 20 Sept he has ma.de a 

good recovery. We hope to have him back with us soon. 

Extensions are being approvm and , 'daiiedl right and left. Cpt Adkinson 

has appliced. SP5 Holm9.rls extension finally came through. 

The stinger body count has fallen off .amie what, but it is still high 

cpmpaired to most gun teams:. The records we f!Jf£ during July and August are 

haro for anyone to live pp to, but we fee'1 that he wi..'U'. meet and surpass them. 

• 
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To • quote Hr. Ankrom "not a heck-of-a lot happened" since the last 

edition of the B'lili-LINE. We do have a few notices, though Lt Smith has 

joined the hornets. He comes to us from our Sister Company the Black Widows. 

Glad to have you with us Smitty! 

As of this writing., Hornet 49, .Scott Miskimon is boasting 28i hrs till 

DlmvS. .3cot-c. has sea-ve.d .the hornets well during his tour; he has flown 1300 

accident free hours wi-c.h the Wasps. 49's next landing zone will be his home 

in Baltmore, Macyland, then he will press on to Ft Wolter, Texas where he hopes 

to be a ThC officer. Scott has this to say about his tour, 11:i.t was fun! llhere 

else can you harrass Lt. 1 s and get aw-u.y with it?"Well Scott, as for it being 

fun or not we will leave it to the individual to decide, bl:S-we do wish you • 

well in your new assi{!,tllllent! 

,· .. r. Croucher will be putting fourth his flyin2, efforts in that "other 

platoon" (yellow jackets), they really do need him. 

iH8} NQ'I'ES-IHt-k 

WO JJennis lv-..agdon has received his pink slip reading Ft. Stewart (Hunter). 

He seems very pleased with his new assignment. Er. Lee, riornet 43, has received 

orders for Ft Rucker, Ala. Writing despirate letters, Mr. Lee has notified DA 

that he will volunteer for any duty station from Germany to believe it or not 

the Cango! t wonder what could be in Ala. that .uavi\\ want!t to stay away from? 

1he wasps would like to take this apportunity to solute the boys from 

Beekeeper. ~hey have done an outstandin6 job of keeping Hornet A/C combat 

ready in addition to effecting the recovery of downed A/C. 'while in converse. tion 

with personnel from a Bn size maintenance outfit., l was asked what 11echolon.,, 

of main\.enance Beekeeper performed. . Me .not being maintenance minded (l' m 

certain W2 J. Swindle will agree) I simply replied "If it isn't completely 



demolished, the "Beekeeper gang" will fix it 11 • They were surprised to learn 

that s~ few men could turn out_ so much wor~. Again the Wasps salute the "Boys 

from Beekeeper"~ 

We would like to wish WO Jim 11'1'ank11 , Hungington 

re covary? 

(Ex-Hornet 30) a speedy 

Woll that just about covers the war situation as far as the Wasps are 

COilC8 t•.neii. 

• 
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The -·blade and tail rotor shop; has been busy the last couple days, painting 

. 
safety stripes on the min rQt.or .blades. They started only two days ago., but . , . . ~. 

;'. . ~.• ~ . .. . ~ ' . ) . . 

already tl}cy have painted ten Bets: of blades. 'They are hoping that by the end 
1.' ., • • • • • .. .. . 

at' the I!lOnth, all of the ·11 6th ships blades will have them. . . . 
. ' 

The str~: ~hi.ch is ~~e iJ1 ~olor, is located ·9 feet in from the tip of 
. . ~"-

• ' •P 

blade :e;:~ L ~e.i.~. On ~ B mQdel., it is 8 feet in froni' the tip. 
: \ .. 

. • :t ••• 

The strip 
i . ... 

is pa:L.,ted ~y on the top side. of the blade., and· it is• '4 feet long on all models. . . : .. . . ' . ~ ; : 

This ~ite ~rking -.i~ pl~;i.nly visible to ·other pilots., this . helps them 

observe how close they are tp ~ther ships, and so helps prevent mid-air colli,~10?}~. . ~. . . . ·~·-~~ ~··· - . . 
ha v~g. a~ these strips painted on our aircraft, takes a lot of -~or~ ... an~~~, _;_ 

l"' .., 
time, but we of aircraft maintenance .figure if it might. help prevent one accident., . . . . . 

. . 
t~en the time spent wasn't wasted . 

. ' 
We know that there is no such thing as complete safety lll fiiglt, but we 

sirive every day to make our airc~aft a little safer than before; We of 116th 

maintenance, along with the 392na.wit9~ ,did the actual painting of the blades., 
,. . ' 

hope that these strips bring us one. step closer to that day when there is<?omplete 
. ' > • ' I, _, 

safety in flight. 
. . . 

On the morning of the 11th ot:sep .67; SGT Hamilton of POL, along with . \ 

SP4 Arnold., PFC Long., PFC Sundhiem ,and SP4 Hembree., left here with their ·•. 
1. 1. · 

equipment for Go uau Ha. They wor~~ all that day to be operationel for-the 
I '.. , . 

combat assault mission, which was t,9 take place the next day. On, the day of £he 
. .• :· \ 

• mission., t hey pumped approximately 10.,000 gallons of JP/4. They filled mostly 

· gun ships from the 116th, but many ships from other units., along with 3 Chinooks, 

were also filled. 

On the morning of the 1 .3th Sep,., they loaded up their equipment and started 

back for Cu Chi., their mission a success. 



Many helicopter JJ11cha.Iri,.cs do hQt t'ealize how much the parts they work with . . . 
wyery day~ cost. I think if they knew the cost of some -of the , ~rts; along with 

• • . .. •••\/ •.'••• •~:,o.:;!.•'~;-i.t• ,·••••,•,• • \ , • 

. the ·'. thought"::tbat" ~they might ~v~ to pay for something they might damage~ they 
• • • I • # l ... • t•; ! •• ::, ." I. • • 

wq'llld . ha y.e ::a .l.otl more ·· respect for the pa. rts they casually work . with every day. 
• . • • .. • "":'. ' ... ... ,·.. . ~ • • 

. . Br: .. jus!,,.·l~okin-g at •some of the· parts .that make :UP a UH-1 heli~opiter, you 

wquld,, not think -that there wa,$q,oti1 much"' t~ 'lt:~ •i~~ e:xample a 42° gear. bo~ . .. .. . . ~ 

• I • • * • • • • !' t• 1 •= .. ""' •! :,• • 1 0 ; t • _. 

it_appE>.;_: ··F ~.o:-: 1 
•; .:a~·.:. a . .magn,esium housing nth 3ome gears in it. lhe housing . ... . . 

rray be. ju~t ~€,1').e1->i..m,., buti:he gears··are not as eimpl.e as they my lQOk. The . 
,,, . ' . . . . . .... 

~ ' 

. _ gea:I's .~8:t .. you -might have ' po~ght 'tor ·)~ur· ca~ tra~smissiQ.n at one ~ime, come 

· .. n~ wJ'\er.r ~1ear ,Ito· the quility of" 420 gear bbx gears·~ Every gear t!lat goes in it is • 
. • .: . . : .... ,. ·. . 

.na~~ed, t9 cJ,.~~ ft olera.nce:J, ·anct ·rrany other costly processes -before it is 
I 

O 

• I • • • • I• lo' • ' ' \ • • • < • •;•.•!I j • :,'"" 
0

, _ • •• .... • 

. . • ~~~ll.1r fim:,shed. Sure tha gears could be nass produced _in a .factory; it 
• ,: • _. "• • • • . • , . • . : ·. t~:-:- ·t,;i., •• 

. . .:"'f0ul4 be . ch~per. but the final product would not be. quite as · good • ~ch 
,•"\ .... .. ~ l• . • ; ! ., '. -~• .. 1·j ".t~ • ,. 

_. . wo~d yoµ ~-ant to st,ake .your Iif e 'onf • • • :: •· • •• • .. • 
. ' • . '~ !. • ' • . 1 .. 

Herc ,is a priq_e l;l.st of ju,st some· of tb"e ,ma.jor components: 

... ➔ ENGINE . 

. -• .. . TRANSMISSION 
-M,\ST .·, 

· M/Jt HUB 
. 5'/ASHPIA TE & SUPPORT 
WR BA.WES SET 

., STA~~LIZER BAR 
TAILBOOM 
4'2" GEAR BOX 
90° GEAR BOX 
T/~ HUB : • ... 

·rr/R BIADE SET 
. , SKIP A,';,SY . .. •. 

CROSS TUBE kSSY 
T/R D~ .SHAFT . 

.... ·' , 

. •· •. 

'. 

,·.· ... 
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After having four first Sergeants in the past year, the 392nd Trans 

Det has a "first" that we hope will be around for awhile. 

First Sergeant Von Boker joined the detachment on eleven September. His 

last station was Fort Benning Georgia . uuring his - years in the Aney he 

has b;;en stationed in La.br6dor, l\orea, Africa, Germany and not iv on his 

first tour in Vietnam. His home is the twin cities, }~esota . 

. A Career soldier, the fSG has been in aviation since February 1958 

and hopesto stay in aviation even after retirmnent. 

Asked what he thought of the detachment his quick reply was "the outfit 

works ~1ard and. willingly". First sergeant Von Boker hopes to see working 

conditionsimprove while he's working with the outfit. 

When asked what he would like to see in the furore for the 392nd he 

saic'I. ''I hope that t.he unit maintains the high standards as set in the past". 

;{Lchael McGleen became a new member of the T .L\s office : on 28 Augus~ 

when he was also promoteci. to SP5. Instead of meticulously fixing the aircraft, 

he now diligently finds discrepancies. His promotion ,.t,opped off the month of 

August for him after becoming a father on 19 i:.ugust . His wife gave birth" to 

a m.ng round three ounce baby girl, timberly .uawn McGlenn. 11Mac 11 is fr.om 

tnacortes, Washington, When asked what he thought of his propperous month 

he said, "ff I could get a promotion after every child I'd keep my wife awfully 

busy" . 

~nff It I( )( It JUI ll )I )()I JI r:-ff1h. ~W:, ING QUQ1'E ~ It I! If U JI JI It )f J!JI JI JIJf JOI JOt JI JI ,Im )I 

When whole groups of peop~e who know no limits gather to spend state money 
for drinking urgent meqsures must be taken. 1'here are still too iw.ny people 
ready to drink up office money. - Newspaper evening Moscow on recent office 
party extravaganee in its city. 
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