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A forebo<i:irig and pre!T'nni t.ory quiet pervaded the air as the point 

squ8.d e::,c:,::. oacheri the villa.ge to within ten meters of the line of dense 

hec'l 13erows ['..nd bamboo trees, Suddenly, the alert squad leader, SFC Scott 

R. Hunley, noticed movement behlild the thick shrubs, Almost simulatan­

eously as he shouted the warning, 11 dovm11 , each squad member instinctively 

flattened himself in the dirt as a hail of automatic weapons fire flew 

overhead. And thus began Act I of the scenario of the Dam Trao L~ke Bat­

tle which has become the classic example of air cavalry operations in the 

1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). 

The connotation of "air cavalry" operations as employed b~~ The First 

Team imparts an intrinsic uniqueness that ce.nnot be found in any other 

division or brigade size organization in the United States Army. The 

techniques developed and refined by the 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, the 1st 

Cavalry Livision 1 s air cavalry squadron, and for several years the only 

unit of its type in the Unite:d States Arny, have reached a ~tate of pro­

fessional acumen as to be invalu2ble and nlmost indispensrtble to the 

operations of the division. Besides the continuous reconnaiss~mce and 

information gathering cond11cted by the squc:dron, its most significe.nt 

contribution to the division comes as an economy of force unit. In 

pr.rt, the squadron: s mission is "to en~ccge in combat r.s an economy of 

force unitn, Corollaries of this mission type order ~re: avoid decisive 

combat engc.gcments; maint<'.in contn.ct with the ens~x; dcvG·lop the sit­

uation. Each facGt of this air c.:valry mission is demonstrc:..ted in the 

Dmn Trno Lake Bc.ttle; it wo.s e.s if a script hr..d been written to plny 

for the world the .:>.rchetyp2.l air cc:.valry oporo.tion. 

As prt:i.cticed in the 1st C2.v~.lry Division, a. 11 c~v'' operation, c.s 

it is more commonly called, has sev6ral distinct phases which follow 



a na.turnl progre!=:~ii:-n. The transition from one phase to the next depends 

U:t:'On the degt<l•i3 of C'~ nt ~st u/:' 'olished and how ro.pidly the situation dev­

elops. The first ph~~se is intellir,cnce, either g~thored by the squc.dron 

itself or originc.ting from :--gents through divisionc.l resources, incicnting 

the locc..tion of e.n enemy force. The second ph::cse involves the investigttion 

of this intelligence through air rcconn:'.issn.nce by one of the e.ir cavalry 

troops to determine :if exploit~tion by ground forces is warranted. Fre­

quently air obs<::rV')tion quickly reveals thct no further c.ction is required. 

However, in the event th"t there are some indic~_tions of the enemy's pre­

sence the troop commc.nder h~s the option of employing his reconnc,iss":nce 

rifle pl~toon (Blues), or if the situation appears too big for one pl~toon, 

he can recommend the emp!Loyment of ::i. lt'.rg(;r force. Normc.lly the troop's 

rifle plntoon is a.ir r.sso.ultcd into the loc:'ltion. If and when cont~ct with 

the enemy is est2.blished, the troop connn.?.ndcr must decide upon the m,'.',gnitude 

of the enemy force nnd whether he will need a re~.ction force nlrea.dy on 

sk~ndby. The troop comrrw.nder retains oper".tfono.l control of all ret-.ction 

forces he cnlls into the battle until he has more than a compnny size force 

from the battnlion which his troop is supporting, Then control of all ele.~ 

ments is assumed by the battalion connnander who h~s the responsibility for 

the crea. From this phase on the operation assumes the complexion of n 

typic'.ll airmobile env.gement. A recapitulation of the phases of an air 

cnv~lry operation breQks out in the following m~nner.: 

l. Intelligence 

2. Air reconn~issance 

). Ground reconnciss~nce 

4. Situ~tion development 

5. Reinforcement 
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6. Bdt.'.llion control r.nd exploit.'\tion 

7. Victory 

Allusion h~.s bv,n me,dc to ':', rcA\ction force ':lnd a digression is in 

order to discuss this :-,11 importE.:nt factor of ,,.,_ c~v oper2tion. An air 

cavalry troop, under squ~ctron control, usually orients on ?- specified 

brigade are~ of oper~tions. Seldom does a cle~r cut direct support re­

lationship exist; however, the s11ccess of the air cav is immutably related 

to the responsiveness of the brigade to the intelligence on enemy cctivity 

developed by the troop. The air cc.valry troop co,n function with t. great 

deal of latt::.tude and aggressiveness so long as there is the realizn.tion 

th2t a sizeable reaction force is available. If such a force is not nvr:.il-

2ble, then trc.op operc:.tions are sienificantly inhj_bited r.'..nd reduced to only 

an aerial reco:lmdssr.mce role. In order to exploit the cav concept the bri­

gade operD.tionn center must rcm[dn closely tied in with the activities of 

the cavalry troop. Perhc.ps one of the most successful exponents of the cav 

concept w2s Col. Fred E. Kr,rhohs, comm-:ndor of the 2d Brig:-de, 1st Cav'-1.lry 

Division c.t the time of the k:.'11 Tr\J.o L::-.ke Betttle. He keynd mr,ny of hi3 

opero,tions on the findings of +he ~.ir cavo.lry troop ::nd w.r.s n.lw~ys re;acl.y 

to re0,ct with a brge force if the troop mode a si£Snificnrt cont:-ct. He 

Wets the quintessentir..l prc.ctitioner of the cav concept and we shc-.11 see 

how his adherence to this concept pe,id l<J.rge dividends at the D.:.m Tr:::!.O Lake. 

Loc8-ted in Binh Dinh Province on the ec.st coo.st, fifteen kilometers 

sou the a.st of Bong Son, o.!'e two lnrge le.kes, the northern one of which is 

the Dem Trno. On the northeast corner of this lake nre two large villages 

each approxim~tely seven hundred meters in length o,nd three hundred meters 

in breo.dtb. The northern villnge, An Hoa, lies on f], southwest-northeast 

'.:'Xis, and the southern village, An Quang, is oriented northwest e,nd south-



eost. The two vill~ges -:re on converging ."Xt::s '.'..nd c.re sepr.rc.ted by three 

hundred m0ters of ::~r,c:y tGrrr;,in rnd rice pa.dc"ies. Both villages are cont­

iguous to the 1.:'.kc on th0 west, with r. sm-:.11 spit of 1~.nd lying on the eo.st 

west dividing ~;xis be-l:.wecn the villc.ges, extending northwest into the lake. 

Small ponds and rice paddies comprise the immedi~te eastern confines of the 

two vilb.ges r>.nd immediately to the ea.st of the pt.ddies ~re sc.nd dunes rising 

slightly above their level. At that t:ime of the yea.r the paddies were dry 

r.nd the ponds were e.t nnkle depth. These two villr.ges were ch~ro.cteristic 

of many others found throughout the province, ench of which w~s eo.sily trans­

formed into a fortified village - overnight if necessnry. Both villc.ges 

hc.d such "- considernble number of po.lm trees in :tnd about that there w~s 

a virtual canopy over the huts and people within, In ~ddition, both vil­

lo.ges were bordered by thick hedgerows n.nd eo.ch ho.d its m:i.ze r-.nd network of 

trenches excc..v."..ted by the VC c:>.dre over n period of ye~.rs. Typico.l of a.11 

villnges where comb~t was an imminent threo.t, these two had liter:.lly hun­

dreds of protective bunkers. Not chnr:-.cteristic of all villc..ges but e. 

fec.ture of the fortified villnge wo.s the large munber of fighting bunkers 

cleverly concealed until n propitious moment. These bunkers a.lwl:'..ys h['.Ve 

good fields of fire c.nd r.re situated in the trenches c..nd throughout the 

villc,ge in order th.:.t a def ending force can mo.int::-.in interior lines '"nd 

tc..ctical integrity. Once the enemy h~s elect~d to stcnd nnd defend such 

an ~.reo., he is virtu.'.'..lly mpossible to dislodge without intensive hec.vy 

artill&ry and aerial bombardment. Light artillery does little dcmage to 

the well prepared bunkers. 
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Prologue and Act I 

(Intelligence, Air and Ground Reconnaissance) 

Now that the st~ee is set our scenario is ready to commence. The 

cast of characters will be introduced during the dra'!la. 

Somet:ime late on 27 June the S-2 of the 2d Brigade received information 

that a large enemy unit was located in the village of An Quang. Frequently 

such information proves to be spurious, however, reluctant to miss any op­

portunUy to engage a sizeable force> the brigade commander, Col. Fred E. 

Karhohs, requested that the village be investigated by the air cavalry troop 

supporting his brigade. 

Although not in a direct support role, C Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cav­

alry directed most of its efforts j_n support of the 2d Brigade. A con­

sistent practice in the cavalry squadron is to assign to one of the troops 

an area of operations (AO) which is coincident with the AO of the brigade 

with which that troop normally operates. This genders a continuity and 

harmony in operations which has proved quite successful. Responsive to the 

requests of the brigade commander the cormnc;nding officer of C Troop, Major 

Donald V. Adkins, planned an operation in the vicinity of An Quang for 28 

June. 

Early on the morning of 28 June ~12.jor Adkins commenced his aerial re­

connaissance of An Quang and the surrounding area. The physica.l layout of 

An Quang and the dense vegetation in the village dj_d not permit Major Adkins 

to determine if there were, in fact, any enemy troops present in the village. 

He elected to insert his Blues at the south end of the village in open terrain 

with sand dunes and thick shrubs available for cover. After a ready reaction 

force was designated and an artillery battery was pointed towards the landing 

zone(LZ), the Charlie Troop Blues air assaulted into the LZ just south of 
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An Qusng ~t 0810 hours. Once org:mized on the LZ, the pl~.toon le!1.der, 

Lieutemmt Edw~rd J. Schultz, stc,rted his platoon cnutiously moving towards 

the vill.::.ge. At 0817 hours the point squGd received a fusill:::.de of auto­

matic weapons fire. Hir'lcuously, o.nd bcc2..use of the r.lGrtness of Sergeant 

Hunley, not a soul was wounded.. Almost immedic·.tely H'.'.jor Adkins flew his 

o.ircr··ft, a UH-lC .o>.rmed helicopt,,r, over the edge of the villr.ge in order 

to provide suppressive fires. Ove:r the vi11agc, prc.ctically .".t 2. hover, 

his co-pilot, WO Raymond A. Lossing, observed sev0rc.l individu'.lls with 

weapons moving towc~rds bunkers. These enemy were quickly disp:-..tched by 

the ~lert door gunner and first blood w~s drawn by Ch~rlie Troop. 

Act II 

(Situ~tion DevelopmeLt) 

EvEnts bGgo.n to unfold r<'.ther ro.pidly now. During his re:i?C!.'.ted pc sses 

over the vilb.ge Mr.jor Adkins o.nd his crew observed D. nurr.ber o'!' othe;r enemy 

troops scurrying <'1.bout. In r.ddition, he becrme the tr.rget of intense smn.11 

'.l.rms fire. He quickly decided to cr.11 for the rec.dy rec.ction fo!'ce which 

was on a 15 minute r..lert o.t LZ Uplift, r-. five minute fb.ght to the south­

west. ImmediD.tely upon le2.rning of the contc.ct both the brigo.de commn.nder 

:).nd the squadron c0rrnn.'.:'.nder, Lt. Colonel Robert H. Nevins, Jr. , headed to­

wards An Qu.?.ng. 

In the mer..nwhile, o.fter deciding to se'll off An Qur.ng to the north by 

inserting the rec.ction force in this arc:.c., Major Adkins w1:.s re1ieved on 

stntion by his we:;..pons pldoon le-'.'.dcr, C~ptc~in D~m2ld J. Fritsche. Cpt. 

Fritsche commenced an artillery prep:;.rr.tion of the LZ. 

Providentially, at the l~st moment, Fritsche decided to move the LZ 

from the exposed middle ground between the two vill'.),ges to n. locC'..tion as 
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cJ.ose ~s possible to the north0rn edge of An Qu~ng. This locrtion pro­

vid0d rice dikE:s '.'.s covlr for the rcss:i.ulting troops. In a fjno.1 prep­

:i.r::tion o.nd for supprc;ssive fires, Col. Ne::vins rmd Fritsche flew D. cover 

for the lift ships as thoy nppror~ched the LZ. As he wo.s covering on the 

left Col. Nevins observed eight to ten enemy troops in green uniforr:i.s with 

wee.pons Clnd pG.cks hurrying towc:.rds their defensive positions. He quickly 

brought his gunship r,round :md c:-,g'.'.ged these people, killing four of them 

rnd wound:.ng several others. 

At 0926 the first plo.toon of B Comp2.ny, 2d BP..ttalion, 5th Crw:.lry wo.s 

on the ground ~.nd w:is receiving furious nutom::\tic wer.pons fire from both 

An Qur.ng o.nd An Hon, the vill.'lge three-hundred meters to the north. For­

tum.tely thcre w:i.s good cover c.nd only one m::tn wc.s wounded. At this 

juncture the coilll!l.c.ndcrs cf n.11 elements conferred on the r:::dio net nnd the 

1.::.n8.n:imous and obvious C':'ncl11 sinn wr,s -'.",h~.t there w::cs indeed a size.'.:'.ble enemy 

force llt h".nd C".nd th:i.s force 1·ms prepc:.rrri, to st'.'.nd 2nd fight. The next dee-

r .. nd hew much terr.:::. in did they occUPJ'. 

After fire w~.s receivod from fin Hoo., Col. Novj_Yis flew over tt:is vil­

hge at low level to deter!Ilinc the dispositinn of the ensmy. Once 2.go.in 

he observed 11 number nf well equipped hostile troous moving to defensive 

positions. Also, ~s to be expected, he received considerable sm~ll arms 

fire from the o..ren.. However, he ex~ cted his ovm toll of enerr.y deccd during 

the process. A quick confer~nce between Col. Kl'rhchs ').nd Col. tT0vins 

brought n.bout the decision to insert the remc::.inder of the rer.ction force 

o.t the north end of An Ho.:c end thus se~.1 off both vill:-.ges. It w~.s :.lso 

decided thd Ch'.lrlie Troop would rct,nin operc:.tion:;.l control of o.ll units 

until the sit1Jo.tion was further deve1oped. 
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Anothu· drr>m~. w:' s dcvc loping ,~_t the cormn['nd post of Ch0,rlie Troop 

::ct their bo,se cc-"1p. Imr.1cdfr.te ::,irstrikcs hcid been remwsted but for one 

re12,son or .",nothcr tf:.ETE.: were no 0-1 ::..ircr'1ft c.,v::jln.ble for ::.. forw,::.rd .:cir 

controJJP.r (FhC) tc fly, In ~~ displn,y cf cbse tecmwork o.nd cooper:-tion 

with n. sister serv le•' Cli:i.rl i c Tr0op provided one of their UH-lD lift ships 

to gd the FAC, C.'.'l.pt:J.in John Lewis, over the t'1rget n.rec.. For the next one 

hour [~nd forty-five minutes Lewis dispb.yed the highest c2.libE.:r of profes­

sion:ilism and coure.ge by vectoring and put ting in severcl airstrikes, o.11 the 

while subjecting hjmself to intense hostile fire. These strikes were con­

ducted between o.nd during the o.ir 12ssnults of ;;.dditioncl troops. 

Shortly after the initia.l contact was estahli shed it was noticed that 

groups of enemy troops were attempting to exfiltrate the battlefield around 

the right flank of Charlie Blues. Not void of resources Col. Nevins offered 

the use of one of Delta Troop's (the ground troop of the squadron) rifle 

platoons to assist the Blues in blocking the avenue of escape. At 1040 the 

third platoon of D Troop, l/9th Cavalry was air assaulted next to Charlie 

Blues and completely sealed off the southern exits. 

With the decision to commit the remainder of the reaction force there 

was still the reservation of 11 let' s wait and see 11 before any additional units 

would be committed to the fray. The decision was very short in coming: at 

1057 hours when Bravo Company(-), 2/5th Cavalry was air assaulted at the 

northeastern edge of An Hoa intense fire came from well emplaced enemy troops. 

It was quickly decided by all comm2.nders concerned that the situr.tion had 

been suificiently developed to the point thE.t there was no doubt about the 

fact that a large force was in strong evidence. It was t:ilne to phase into 

the next act of reinforcement ar..d exploitB.tion. 
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Act III 

(ReinforcemEmt and Exploitdion) 

The well prc.cticed machinery of the .::drmobile division wcis quickly 

put into motion o.nd within a very short while two comp.~mies, A Compc.ny, 

2/5th C.'.'..vc::.lry c.nd D Company, 2/5th Cwa.lry were on the:ir W'J.Y. It wo.s 

J.t this point th3.t Col. Ko.rhohs decided the magnitude of the operc.tion 

hi'..d reachsd such scope ths.t it w:ts tjme for his b2.ttalion comm<J.ndcr, Lt. 

Col. Joseph McDonough, to <'1 
.. ssume oper2.tion::l control of tell elemsnts. 

This did not end the mission of the cavo.lry troop for the two rifle pla­

toons crn10 under Col. McDonough' s control c.nd would continue thE;ir block­

ing mission. It also moc.nt that tl:e aircro.ft of the troop, flying i!'l teams, 

would continue their o.eri::.l reconnc.isscmce :::md screening of the b2.ttlefield. 

This effort would provide ::tll ·round security for the ground t:;lements o.nd 

would incre:- sc tenfold the difficulties of enemy exfiltr.o.tion from the con­

tc..ct o..rec.. This scnening ho.d been in proce;ss throughout the E:ngr.gemE:nt 

and would continue, even through the night. 

Within c:.n hour's time, D Comp.'J.ny, 2/5th C."..voJ_ry 
0

W.'1..S 2.ir o.ss2.ulttd on 

the bE:c.ch .'.":re~ three hundred meters to the G' st of An Ho:-c r:.nd A Comp:my, 

2/5th CavJ.lry wo..s nsso.ulted just to the south in a position four hundred 

meters to the cL'..st of An Qu.'.1.ng. By this time Air Force fighters W8re stack­

ed up overh<;2 .. d waiting their turn. Between E.3.ch troop lift the unrelenting 

pressure wo.s mo.intained on the enemy by the superbly 2,ccur:::.te bombing of the 

fighter pilots. 

One must witness first-hc.nd the extent ::nd thorm1f.hness of the defenses 

of o. fortif:i ed village in order to comprehend the tenc.city with w:i.ich the 

enemy co.n occupy ~nd hold on to such a village. Without Q doubt he suffers 
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c. number of cc.suD.ltfos but his fortificr'tions cnn with stand E'.11 bu.t & direct 

hit by large ordn2ncc. B2.sed on experience from Phnn Thiet, fD.r to the south, 

to Due Pho, f.'.'.r to the north, Col. K~Thohs directed thd c.n intensive c.rtil­

lery c.nd c,erfr.l bomb::..rdr:ient be used to dcvrcst'.'.te the fortifice'.tions before 

any ground c.ssnult be dtcmpted. 

While this hot steel wc.s f;1lling on the to.rget '.=1rec. n pl2toon of M-4g 

tanks .:;.nd four twin 4Crim c:.nti-:o.ircraft vehicles (dusters) were proceeding 

to the o.re::i.. Once c.g::cin the o.ircraft of the troop were employed in yet 

c:nother mission. Scout ::i.ircrE'.ft, OH-13S 1 s, were used to guide the tr;:;.cked 

vehicles over the best route. This has proved to be n highly successful 

me~ms of delivering o.rmor to the bcttlefield in an c.rea where it is n(;ces­

sary to pick o. suitc.ble route :;,round the many pitf:ills found in the rice 

p::cddies c.nd poor ro~ds. 

In 'ln effort to be;:.t the on rushing hours of d;:;.rkness 'ln o.ss::mlt w:c.s 

initiated nt 1530 hours by Brc.vo and Delta comp'.'.nies on An Hoa. Brc.vo com­

pc.ny attr.cked fr)m the north rend Delta comprcny moved in from. the southe:-.st. 

Both comp.:-mies used t:cnks c::md dusters and both units encountered 1:'. fierce, 

fc.nn.tic eneray who Wi'.S still well entrenched c.nd we;,s deternined not to give 

ground. In the o.re:l of the Delt0,, comp2ny o.,ssc.ult one of the dusters become 

irnnobilized c.nd the company suffered four KIA 1 s nnd eight WIA' s. Neither 

company could penetrate the elQbor~te defensive bunker complex. Besides 

the bunkers there were a nUI!lber of snipers positioned high up in the palm 

trees. It was decided to redeploy all units in a cordon about the two vil­

lnges and continue the artillery upon the area. 

As the pressure continued Col. Nevins directed the Delta Troop con­

mander, Captain Micho.e l Crumley, to t2.ke 1'.dditionnl elements of his troop 

nnd reinforce the squadron units already on the ground. Thus at 1615 Delta 
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Troop (-) w-cs cc:r,st-": '~t 1c;d 1::ith Ch~rlie Blues under their oper~\tiomJ.l 

ccntrol C';id they t '-- ,, '/• extend thsir cordon north tow,~.rds A Conp:.ny, 

2/)t:n CCJ.V!C.lry. By :;.>r)J_G hours '."·.11 ur:.its were estr:hlished in 'l tight cordon 

froB the north of An Ho-:: .'.lrc-11rd th: (;cstcrn S-'.'.nd dunes to the southern end 

of An Quong. It We>.s c;.lso decided to extrC'.ct the first pb.toon of B Cor:ipo.ny, 

2/5th C:->.v3.lry fror::J. their sor::J.ewh:i.t tenuous position between the two vill:.ges. 

This lonely plntoon had al~ost been forgotten up to this point but indico.tions 

pointed to the enemy strength ns being nt leo.st one bcttalion. At 2115 hours 

the platoon wo.s extrc;.cted under the cover of d::.rkness. 

Now the bonbr-.rdnent reco11n1enced in full fury. The only P..Venue of esc:1pe 

rer:w.ining W£1.S to the west over the W3.ter and this was blocked off by 3. con­

tinuous low-level screening conducted by the aircrr,ft of Ch:-.rlie Troop. The 

we:J.ther W3.S h:J.zy nnd the on-3.gain off-again proposition of c;.rtillery illu1'1-

im.tion r.w.de flying difficult, but not for one r.iinute w<cs the vulnerC'.ble 

west without c.ir cover. 

The cordon ::iroved its worth 2s upon seve,,..:12. occr.sions enemy troops 

dtenpted to esc::pe. One group :m.:.de their wr.y tow_rds the positions of 

A Com.pD.ny, 2/5th CD.vC.lr'IJ .'.',nd m.rde c:c futiJ.e effort ~+-, breD.king out. They 

threw severo.1 hc;.nd greno.des into DeltD. Troop's positions but were repulsed 

by the 3.lert sky troopers. Severo.l of the enemy vrere killed in this forc.y. 

Act IV 

(Victory) 

The eQrly morning hours of 29 June found the cordon still int~ct. A 

ccssc..tion cf all fires wo.s observed in order tho.t D. lc.rge nunber of civilil'.ns 

could be evo.cuD.ted. During the previous dnyts bo.ttle groups of civilio.ns 
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h2.d uo.de th ir w'2y 011t of the vill<'.gcs. Firing heed been stopped on these 

occo.sion' n11d all in c.11 severo.l ht:ndred civilio.ns ho.d been evncu:i.ted from 

the c.rec'.'.. of contoct. 

The eneny wns not yet deft:c.tcd; Delk. Troop bcg~.n to receive sniper 

fire fror.i. the southe::'.st corner of An Quang. Once ::.gc;,in c::cirstdkes were 

cnlled for and the Air Force respondt:d with ~lc.crity <'-nd efficiency. 

They delivered 16 separate strikes thnt d::.y and much of their ordno.nce 

included 2000 pound bombs which left ~1ite o, hole. This ordnnnce achieved 

renarkable results. It c.ppe~.red obvious that the rcm2.ining forces of our 

;:\,dVEJrsary had regrouped nnd consolidated in An Qu,~rng r.nd they still ho.d 

a sufficient nnnber cf bunkers to pres6nt a st-Lff resistance. However, 

the heavy bombs eventu::i.lly d8vastated all defenses. '.:'he Cho.rlie Troop 

nen said the ground 3.ctually trembled even ri.t their location each tir.te 

one of the bombs detonQted. 

A push began in An Ho~. while the bonbardrie:nt continued on An Quang 

and by noon time 31 eneray be-dies were found. By early r..ftornoon our 

forces pressed in":o An Qu2ng ~,nd twt no resistc.nce fron a thoroughly 

beaten c.nd denornlized er1 :ny. 

As occurs so frequently in such a b~~G~0 only conjecture c~n be made 

as to the unit designations of the oppos~ng forces. In this cgse it was 

only after some prisoners were taken and documents were exmnined that it 

was deteroined tho.t the 9th Battalion~ 18th NVA Regiment had been reduced 

to an ineffective conbatant. A total of 84 eneny bodies were found. There 

were also 21 individu.'.'.l weapons, 25 packs, and 1200 rounds of ~1unition 

captured. This does not tell the full story for even as l~te as a month 

and a half <efte"C' the er1gag13ment NVA soldiers were co.ptured who participo.ted 

in the Dam Trao Lake Bn,ttle. They rel.'.lted how some J. 10 eneray troops were 

killed and a nUJ!lber of others wounded. 
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The rlc:;v CC·DCi; q :' ces n:t h~V8 its only ''.pplicc,tion in 2, villnge 

emrironr,wnt. It hn.s been succcssf11Jly cnployed in the Ia Drc.ng Vc.lley, 

Pho.n T'.1ic"~, the M1 L:co \!c'.JJ '~'"· Due Ph0, th0 Bon~ Son Pl~in, the Song Re 

V::l}e;y, [:nd Chu LD.i. Its succsss h?.-S thrived on the resourcefullness 

ilnd ir.ngin2.tion of the troop cor..r,12.nders, squadron cor:1mr.nders, 2.nd brig:ide 

co:rm:wnders. It is their c:?..v concept which ho.s ushered in a new c.nd drc...r:latic 

::pproc.ch to WG.rfore which h2.s capitalized on mobiJ_ity, fire pcwer, c.nd tho 

ind0mit:::ble. spirit of the Sky Trooper. 
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