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DmsposmTDO~ FORM ~ip!rlEIbzftTL\L 
For un 01 this f~'m. 110. AR 340·15; th"" proponen' agency ,. Th. Adluton' Gen.,al'.ftlc: •. 

RfffRfNCE OR OffICE SYNlIlOl SUBJECT 

AVHA'J-OPT Command Progress Report 

TO DeS Comptroller F.oM Aviation Officer 

1. Reforence: USARV melllO No. 1-13, 14 Jtme 1971. 

DATI! 4 July 1972 
CPT Aut~n/jjs/5435 

2. Attach.,d is the inp\ll~ for the fourth quarter FY 72 Command Progres~ Report. 

CMT 1 

3. No input is made for ',;r.e Army Aviation Re'fresher' rraining School because training 
"as terminated 25 March :'9'72. 

FOR THE AVIATION OFFICER, 

1 Incl 
as 

tl4t/"t' ;?>,,-,~ 
BETli'f L. NEMYER.i' 

. CW2, USA 
Admin Officer 
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AVIATION OPERATIONAL DATA (U) 

OBJECTIVES: (0) 10 present a summary of US Army aviation performanoes 

and signifioant a~ngeB in trend. 

...... FIn 

. CAIEGORIFS 1st QTR 2ndQTR 3rd QTR 4th QTR 

132,265 

294,596 

182,456 

427,470 

FLnNG HOURS* 514,726 380,228' 204,736 

TOTAL SORTIES** 1,009,178 757,896 431,485 

COMBAT/COMBAT SUFFORT SORTIES* 817,797 540,222 289,885 

TROOPS AIRLIFTEDlIt 1,459,047 1,024,790 650,040 

37,358 

AN1jl.YSIi~: (0) J,~ aviation operational performanoe during the 4th QTa 

CARGO LIFTED(TONS)#* 176,974 . 89,112 102,508 

FY72 showed a sigl1~f1oent deorease in all oategories. Flying time deoreased 

35 percent from >~ QTR FI72, troops airlifted deolined 34 percent. The 

to~_l nwnber of ~o~ties declined 32 percent. Combat/oombat support sorties, 

co~riaing 38 pel~.nt of the total sorties flown, were 37 percent less 

than the previou~ ,!usrter •. Cargo lifted decreased 64 percent. 

ACT~TURE OVIlQQ!: (C)· After leveling off during the early weeks of 

tb.tlfcurrent offel",~ve, aviation performances began to decressegraduslly 

in June. This d~,(lline, as well as further reductions in aiJ'oraft densities 

during the upco~g qusrter will oause overall aviation performances to 

deoline from thei1' ourrent levels during the first quarter of FI7J. 

*$ourcB:Monthl.:r OPREP-5 ',.' 

**SQurClll Monthl,;r Summary ,of Aviation Losses aJ:\d Performsnoes (MSLAP) 
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AIRCIW'T VULNERABILITY AND AIRCREW SURVIVABILITY DATA 

OBJEX:TI!m: (e) To provide historical data on reported US Army aircraJt 
SlId ahere", survivability. 

FIn qTEGOHIES 1 at qrlt 2nd 9TR 3rd OTR 4th OTR 
A)e HI7 638 485 328 445 
Ale SHOT DO~IN 96 87 54 79 
A/C SHOT DOW A¥1I DESTROYED 53 34 26 49 
AliRCREll M»IBERS iJlA 146 123 85 100 
A~RCREll MEMBERS l!lA 32 10 12 41 

RATES PER 100,000 FLYING HOURS 
FIn ehTEGOJQm ' -.. ' , .1st OTR 2nd OTR 3rd OTR 4th 9TR 

Ale HI~ . J "~ 123.9 133.9 160.2 336.4 
Ale SHOT DOW "'\" 18.7 24.0 26.4 59.7 

.. . Ale SHOT DOW Alit! DESTROYED . .,,, 
"', 10.3 9.4 12.7 37.0 

AHtCREI/ MEMBERS VIlA -.' 28.4 3'3.9 41.5 75.6 
AJ;JtCRElI MEMBERS /l:lA 6.2 2.8 5.9 31.0 
AtiALYS:;§.: (0) ~w figures and rates per '100,000 flying hours were signif­
i~$ntly higher i~ the 4th QTR FY72 than over the previous quarter. The 
v\~er~bility ra~a for aircraft hit increased 110 percent per 100,00 flying 
hears, the shot down rate increased 126 percent per 100,000 flying hours, 
aT.;.:! th~ shot dOWI;1 and destroyed rate increased 191 percent per 100,000 
fl$jng hours. T~Q rate for aircre", members WI! increased 82 percent per 
lCO,OOO flying hDurs and the rate for aircre", members KIA ~creased 425 
pe;,-cent ]ler 100,000 flying hom-so The increase in rates in all categories 
t~B quarter is i'Gtributed to the enemy invasion and generally high level 

.. -
.• CIIOI:JP .. 
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l 
of Qffensive activity throughout the country, The increased use of larger 

caltbre anti-aircraft weapons and the introduction of small. but effeotive, 

surt'ace-'Go-air mitJdles have greatly increas~d the aircrew attrition rates. 

(C) The abovlI tavles rllVeal an interesting comparison between 2nd and 4th 

Qua~ter ~'Y72. Dur1~g the 2nd quarter, the figures for aircraft hits, air-

craft shot down, 1iI114 aircrewmembers wounded in action all exceeded the same 

fig~~es for the 4th QTR. However, the rates per 100,000 flying hours for 

each cat~;gory are tlJO to three hundred percent higher during the 4th QTR. 

Thit. is due to thll overall decrease in aircraft flying hours by us Arnw .. 
avi"tion througholilt the ,Republic during these time frames. 

ACnQNS/FUTURE Om::LQOKS:, (0) As the enemy offensive activities continue 

to \(line, overall Iltltuel figures in the above categories should continue to 
dect,,,8se. Howeve~', this trend may be reversed depending upon the amount 

of (>;\lpport US Arnw ~viationprovides to the Republic of South Vietnam as 

the~' initiate o1;fenll:I;~e actions to expel the North Vietnamese, from South 

Vie"llam. Even as lIotusl figures for' the above categories decrease, the rates 

per ~00,()()0 flyin6i bOurs will probably show slight increases as flying hours 

con-Unue to d,?cre .. ~" in future months. 

, ' ' 

r;::!",,,ifiod by CO, 1st ;)vn Bde 
cUBJECl ie :G~CLASS'F'CAT'ON 
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AVIATION SAFETY FY 72 

k JlNCLASSlflED . 
OB.JECTIlIE: To prov!de a summary of Aviation SlIfety Dftta lind significllnt chl!nge~ 
in Trends. 

ANALYSIS: The USARV eccident rate shoved a slight increase during the 4th Qtr, 

FY 7< and the causif,jve trend reversed from 3d. Qtr, in that operationally caused 

accidonts have incr¢~~ed considerably. 

ACTIONS/FUTURE OIJT~: Closer supervision of all pilots by ~upervisory personnel 

must \.e gr8atly enffir~ed. Standardization personnel and instructor pilots must 

place greater empha~~~ on all maneuvers, especially emergency procedures. The"e 

proce~ures must be ~t.r~ssed to the utmost on the 90 day standardization rides. 

The U\fIARV liccident l'"te for the Fiscal Year 1972 VIIs 17.1, the lovest rllte in 

the 11(>6t s=.x yellrs til operation in Vietnam. 

1ST nTR 20 OTR 3D m 4TH OTH 

UJ ACtiO!., alll _ II TERIll CIU SE 
. .., ..... ~~ . ....---.. ,-" ---.--

tI'A OPERllIDKAl tlUS~J 
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INPUT FQR AVIATION SUPPLY PERFORHANCE FY 72 

DEMAND ACCOMODATION - 8Q% 
DEMAND SATISFACTION - 68\ 

OBJECTIVE: To maintain aemand accommodation and demand satiaf'action within the 

USARV goals. 

ANALYSIS: Wf,ile demand accommodation declined 2% from the previous quarter it 

is still well above the VSARV objective, demand satisfaction dronped drasticallv to 

a point w~ll below the USARV objective. The drama~tic chan~e f'rom the previous 

three qur;;rters is mainly attributable to the transfer of AMMC oneratin,g stocks. to 

the CEmtr!ll DE;SA. The Si:(lck transfer and ~ustomer transfer were scheduled to occur 

wi thin th? same time fl'lII'i\e, but due to unforseeable difficuli ties this was not , , 

accomplished. AMMC conttpued to receive requests from those customers not yet 

converte~ to DLOGS after the stock had been transferred. As a result of this the 

demand satisfa:ction decrl'lIsed. The demands that could not be filled were held in a 

back orde. status until such time as the customer was converted to DLOr,S. At this 

time the central DSSA filled the back orders. This action took place in the last 

few days of th.e quarter lind the DSSA is not in -a position at this time to f'lIrnish 

informatl.(lIn concerning their demand satisfaction. Their input Would undouhtably 

'raise the demand satisfaction rate above the USARV objective. 

ACTION/FUTURE OUTLOOK: Demand accommodation is expected to remain relatively 

constant ,~uriJ).g the next quarter and possibl¥ rise to a higher rate than this 

quarter.~~mand satisfac~~Dn is expected to rise to it's previous highly acceptable 

rate well above USARV ob~~ctives. 
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2.75 ROCKET EXPENDITURES FY 72 

• 
35~--------~----------~----~~~ 

30-

-

1st QTR 2d QTR 3d QTR 

(15.1) I~ 

4th QTR 

" :1 , 
i 

• - .• ..! 

",' ,-

lCl Rocket Expenditures ei DA/USARV Allocation 

___ USARV Aviation ,Goal '. ". 

56,445 
x 43;38 

2 ,44~ ;584.,16" 
(2.4) 
APR 

,49,424 
.x 43;38 

2,144,013.12 
(2.1) , 
MAY 

.~ .. ~- '.-

" 

.29,632 
'" 'x 43;38 

1,285,436.16 
(1.3) , 

.::rl-lr-)' 
n"ftP!!, . 'it: 1 .. ~:, <f 

~~\:~'~/;';~~~-:~-~~;:7f ~ . 
. - .'t. 

", . 
.•.• ~ -'" -

~: 

2.4 
2.1 
'1.3 
5.8 ,.' 

OBJECTIVE: To remain below the established 
DA USARV Budget Levels and the supplemental 
USARV Aviation Expenditure Goal. 

ANALYSIS: Rocket expenditures in the 4th 
Qtr FY 72 were .3 million dollars above the 
3d Qtr FY 72, This was 62% below the USARV 
Aviation Goal and 39% below the DA/USARV 
Budget and can be attTibuted primarily to. 
decreased US involvement. ,'" 

, 'ACTIONS/FUTURE OUTLOOK: Expenditures will 
decline commensurate with the continuer 
reduction in force. 

(DCSOPS) _ (MIDA) , 
AVN GOAL = MOR .x Tubes x 90 days x Co'st ofRnd 
AVN GOAL = .224 x 17 ;3.08 x.90 x 43.38 
AVN GOAL = 3,87n.992 x 90 x 43,38 
AVN GOAL = 348,929.280 x 43.38 
AVN GOAL = 15,136,552.16640.' 
AVN GOAL = 15.1 million 

'':'''." 
, ' 

DA/USARV Budget obtained from DCSLOG (AMMO) 
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F/,Ii OR RA1'J': 7;~ 
MOR~ RAT~ /1% 
'TORM RATE 21% 

R/W OR RAl'E 76% 
lWRS RATE 6"-
NORM /tATE 18% 

OB.TECTI1lE _ Same 

INPTIT FOR ACFT READINESS 
4TH QIARTER F'Y 72 

!. DHCLASSlAfD 

ANALYSIS ~ The decline in fixed and rotary wing operational readines" rates resulted 
primarily from a decreasjI in aircraft density coupled with increll.sed misdon commit­
ments due to the current enemy offeneive. 

ACTIONS/Flh'URE OUTLOOK. <\vailability rates can be expected to remllin about the sarnA 
unleSR there is an apprec~,ble decline .in combat damage. The instll.llation of IRCM 
Kits will .. Iso have a sl~$llt effect on rotary wing availability until mid August. 

HMSAF w;;;z; 
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;",,;,~C (1 Feb 72) 1st Inc! 

,;UEJ"(;T: ",,,,,rational Eeport 1,e,ssons I.e,a,m", ""e', lOt,h Comh,,,t ".v~t"'1i0'l 
Period Lndjnp 3C Jan 72, (1: erle"lcw"1"nt) fCc;: ('~r"')?-1) , 

.. -' 
J 'n.., 

'f): ,;o:oman<1 J ne ('enerfil, Unit.;(' :"tnt"" Army Vietn"m, /,1'T':: 
Ar-.) 3~-;n :'1'ancj Heo 96375 

1. This: eadquarter5 hilS review()(; th,· 'lpcrat:'c)r)al ;'anort _ I 
10th CJ~jl for the period enc'irW :1C J"n 72. 

2. hef"r~nce paracraph 2d, logi5tj C(,'. The rl'lilure of the K 
receive timely di"position of aircraft was due t" the short 
to be stooc; down nOf: l1ot.. recfdv:inp: firm stp,tld down cn.tps. 
ilUic\(;qu;1te time for l'WCCS!l<try sLuff UGt:iO!)S prior to i58118'1c" 
dis]Josition .instruci __ ions. 
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~--~----------------------------------------------------~ DISf:tOSITION FORM 
Fo.- use of this forrr .. see A~ 340·15; the proponent ogency is The Adiutant Generol·s Office. 

REfERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL SU8JECT 

AVlIAGD-AS Comments on OR-LL 

TO G-3 PROII G-4 DATE 9 Feb 72 

1. Reference: OR-LL 10th CAB: 

-

Paragraph 2d, page 6 and 7, discussed the failure of Keystone units 

within the 10th CAB to receive timely instructions. These delays were 

due to this office receiving short notice on units to be stood down and 

firm stand ~own dates. This has resulted in inadequate time for necessary 

staff action prior to issuance of aircraft disp«sition instructions. 

~ \ .. -c~~.-;iJb-
. 

_______ / JAMES M. LESLIE 
.~ LTC (P), GS 

ACofS, .,G-4 

REPLACES DO "ORM H. EXIITING SUPpLIES 0' WHICH WILL BIE 
ISSUED AND USED UNTIL I FEB II UNLESS SOONER EXHAUSTED • 

CMT I 

. _----------------_ .. _--_._----------_ .. 
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DEPATIThmIJ1' OF TIlE ;\:;],lY 

HI;;\DlUAnmus 10m COl1[LT ,,'IUTIOl! Jl\TT,\LIOl: 
,1PO S,.m Frc,ncisco 96377 

SUDJECT: Opemtional Report - Lessons Learned, lOth Combat ;IVidtion 
Ldttalion, Perio0. Endin" 30 Janua:t"J 1972, (Redeployment) iCeS: 
CSFO;1,..65 (R,,) (u) 

SSg DISTRIrUTIOH 

1. (C) Operiltions: Significant Activities 

(C) Historical Events 

(1) On 1 November 1971, the 183rc\ RecOlmaissance Airplane Comp,my 
be"an inactivation proceedings and complete& st(mc\ 0.0.-m on 1 December 
1971, No significant problems lrere encountered during the IG3re\ Recon­
n~issunce ~\irplane Compc.ny's Keystone operations. 

(2) On 4 Hovember 1971, an PJ?jPF force of 256 troops from ;:;in11 Thuan 
Province N:lS ilirlifted by elements of the 19211(1. ;\ssualt Helicopter COm;)d'.l)' 
from trIO (2) pick-up Iwnes (PZ) DlJ 045095, Dll 017297; into hTO (2) Ldnding 
Zones (12) m! 052230. DlJ 072092. 

(3) On 7 November 1971, ten UHIH ilDd four Gunshi;)s from h Troop, 7th 
Sl:uadron, 17th Cavalry, lOth Combat Aviation Dattc\lion linked up Nith Vl'J.\F 
elements to si& in the insertion of the 45th Re"iment, 23rc\ Infantry Divi­
sion, ARVl) , from tHO (2) PZ's, Phu Ilhon and Ny Th:lch, into three (3) l2's 
YV 957855, YV 915796, ZV 015700, mOVing 1207 troops. On 17 November 1971, 
12 Vagabond aircraft ",ssisted in the extraction of the <i.5th Regiment. 

(I,.) On G november 1971, A Troop 7th SqUJ.c:ron, 17th Cavalry, OPCON to 
52nd Combat Aviation Dattalion, moved 19 Officers, 6 Harrant Officers anc, 
52 ill'l plus five (5) UHlH, five (5) OH-bA and five (5) :.H-1G aircraft to 
Plei!{U in support of 45th i1egiment, 23m Inf,mtry DiVision, M'Vll. Durin" 
the tHO 1IIeeles .• Troop 1IldS OPCOI! to the 52nc1. Combat Aviation Dattalion, the 
troop uncovered several enemy lOCutions during scout operutions. A Troop 
beGan its move bac!e to Phan Rung on 22 Hovember. 

(5) On 14 November 1971 the Sidekick Guns, from the 92nc1. ilssualt 
Helicopter Company had 50 confirmed KDA's at "Dr 915887 1Ilh11s in support 
of the 45th Regiment, 23rd Inf<1ntry Division, hRVN near Phu IIhon. 

(6) On 19 November 1971, the 10th Combat ilviationDattali~m (-) ilDd 
elements of the 26ilth Combat Aviation Dattalion, in support or',the 29th 
Regiment, 9th lIhitehorse ROK Infantry DiVision, inserted 361 troops and 

.. 

, .. "'\~',' 



AVD~··.lJ :1..-C 
SUDLCT: 

1 Februa:rr 19T 
O')er.~tional Re')orl ... Lessons Le,H'l1o(1, l';th Co )at ,'lYic.tioD 
D~ttdlioi1, Perio,l j.illc~inE 30 Jonuwy i ,)T, (;!ede"loyment) iIeS: 
CSFOa ... S5 (m) (u) . 

5 tor,s of carr;o into tNO ('» LZ's CQ 15S?9t" C'1 1:)7?8 t) from ,,' PZ ilt 
C'l ''7033) flyinc: 101" sorlies and 5S hours. 

(7) On?l Jloyember 1971, the 10th Combat /1,'L,tion Dc.tt"lion (-) in­
serted the 30th lleeiment, 9th ''Jhitehorse ROK InLntry DiYision into three 
(",) LZ's DP 851:)55, 878S88, 8517/.5, from one (1) PZ DP 9O~5S1, liftinc 777 
troo;:>s Lend S tons of cErGo \1hile flying liO sorties 2.nd 51.3 hours. 

(8) On '09 l!oyember 1971, Comp'my D, ?nd Da.tt!.lion, ??nd InLntry 
relieye(~ Company .\j ?nc1 Dattalion; ?'?nd Infantry an(:. ~\ssurnecl the mission 
of nerimeter defense 2.t the Dong Doc Thin inst".1l,2tion, 

(9) On 1 December 1971 the W'nd J\ssn:?lt Helico1)ter Compmy be[';J.l1 
Keystone Operations and completed st,'mcl c10~1l1 on :'11 December 1971. 

(10) On 5 December 1971, tho 10th Combd ,'lViation D'lttalion( ... ), 
sup)orting the':9th Re[;iment, 9th ~'lhitehorsG ;1DIC Infantry Division, trons·­
~)orted S71 treo'")s and 5.3 tons of cargo from PZ DP995855 into tuo (?,) LZ's, 
D,,] 9O'OOI,l,. and DC) 975005, flyinc 171 sorties and ('0.3 hours. On ~':2 December 
1971; 'm eJ~.traction \1>lS m2.cle trmsporting 326 trooJ,)s and ;0.5 tons of c"rgo 
nyin~ (,5 sorlies ond 27 hours. 

(ll) On 20 December 1971, the '.192nd Assualt Helicopter Comn,my begun 
in .. l.cti y.:. .. tion ;.)roceeo.ings and completed ICeyston6 on ?O Jan1..L~ry 1972. :18 i1 

rest'l'" of the lWnd ,.no ~7;,.' .. 3~;CllJlt Eclicoptor Com)Hnies st::ll1cC do~m, the 
5?nd Comb:,t AyLtion Dnttclion ~'.ssumec1. responsibility for flyinC the D<:.rL.c 
Province mission tJhile the Coth Ass2,ult Helicopter Com~")'~ny continuec1 to fly 
the Kh~.nh Hoa Province mission. The 201st Avi.).tion Comp9.ny (COUPS) assluned 
the r~m,:.ining fh'c (5) Province missions ;)reviously flo~m by the 10th Comb.J.t 
.,\viJtion Dattalion. 

(l?) On 21 December 1971 A Troon w,s t,;,skec1 \'lith the mission of 
provic'in[, a p..'.c'c.ge of two (?) UH-1I1 '(Nighthawlc) lieht ships, and tlW (2) 
;\H-IG (Cobra) aircrclft for the Cam Ti.an11 Day/Don:; Dc, Thin defense. On 
I: J ~mE'.ry 19T', tl10 (?) UII ... lH I S \lere ilc1dec\ to the ;")ac!cd[;e cmel the c1.et,).ch­
ment moved to Cel"l 1bnh Doyon 15 Ju.l1uE.ry19T'. 

(13) On?3 December 1971, I,hile in support of Cam RE.nh Dcy Support 
Commo.neti :.md providing convoy cover from C2111 Rmh D.:y to DJn He Thout, i1 

'Dth ;\ss:mlt Helicoptor Comp:.ny lIH-IG Cobret Gunshi) Clme tu1cler light 
enemy fire :It DP 7088')7. The "ircraft e:cpe11cleel ? 75 in roc!ects :.nel 1,0nun 
in the ;,rC1 resulting in one (1) v. C. confirmed lm:l. 

(lL) On?G December 1971, A TrooD, 7th Sc:u.:tdron, 17th Cnv£:lI"J, in 
BUppOrt of 53rc1 ReGiment, ?3rc1 Inf,mtry DiVision, :mVH at Y't 99."575 in­
serted 170 troops, flyinc .?O sorlies (mel 5.6 hours. 

,i 

(15) On 1 J"nu:\IY 19T, A Troo,)! 7th Sc;uadrol1, 17th Cavc:lt-)' Has 

2 
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1 Fobruery 197" 
ODora.tion:,l ileDort - Lessons Lc,crnecl. lOth Comb'.\t .;\vLtion 
DDtto.lion, Period j;nc1inr:" 30 J,mmrj i97", (Rec1elJloyment) llCS: 
CSFOil-J5 (R.?)(U) 

'-'.ct :chcd, unci. the':oth'\ss2ult Helicopter COm;)'111~:' l':.S re."cssignee1 , to the 
7tb S(:u:cc1.ron .. 17th C"Y'}l:i:y. The 130thmrl 1913th I·ledic;;l Dct&chme;1ts lJ8re 
rCClssip;nec'. to the 11,. Tr·)J1sportdion Dr,ttn.liol1, 31:th General Sup)ort GrouD. 

(lS) On 7 J,}l1U&ry 197" D Comp)ny. "nc' Ik.ttdiOl1. 'lC'7 
AirboTI18 (::lIL) Di vision dss~ne0. :"Jcrimeter security of' D~nc 
ljJ I Conr:Y nv) 1st D.=:'.tt;".lion., ?0ncl. I nf;:,ntr'lT • 

Infeentry, lOlst 
D:\ Thin from 

(17) On 30 JCll1mry 197::, the lOth Comb2.t ;,\"i,)tion D~.tklioi1 VIas rede­
plo:r8c~ to Fort Louis, lkshin[,tol1 '.Ti th seven (7) Officers :111(l tei1 (10) Gn·· 
listed men. The r1.etc.chment d.eD,:.rted from C.:,m· :1:.nh B,y, ll'-lN. 

(lG) Uncler the pro\"isiol1s of 1mW';,FGP US.\jW ImDrOYCment .:mel Noc\crn­
izci:,ion ;,u::,ment,:.tion Pbn 70-51, the 10th Comb::.t .\vi;,tion Ddt'ilion con­
tinue", to ',)rovie',e: :.l.rmobile e:'periencG to 1m:~F .\yi2tor Gre.du::tes of the 
U.S • . 'rmy \yi-ltion School (Us:\L'lHS) .mel. tro.ininc uPc.r?,c'inr to first pilot. 
Ten (10) pilots "1€lre Cr.,c\u'lted on ?l: llovember 1971 Nith fi\"c (5) pilots 
trc.incc1 by the 50th .\SSo.ult Helicopter Company, brin13inc the total to forty­
nino (/:9) 'Jilots SrJ.dm.tec1 since the 1&11 C)roGr,1m N'~S initiated. The pilots 

h,'e'.'e ilver:-e;cel. ;'?5 hours :)er mD.n durins E. cj:; cky cycle. No mc,.jor ;Jroblems 
uere cncolmtered during the tr2.ininn: 2J.1(~. it T:1J.S consic'.crec~ to h-;:!.ve been 
high17 successful. 

(19) The enemy continued to mE},e his presence felt in the lOth 
Comb_t _·~viJ.tio~1 D2.tt2.1ionsv ·~re2. of operation. During the re?oriing 1.)erioc'. 
10 ,circr·,'ft I-Iere hit by enemy fire, 9 l,lere hit by smo.l1:,rns fire md 1. by 
2.nti-::,:i.rcrnft \'ICS?OnS, 35 other £1ircr'.ft Here shot :',.t, but ,'i(l. not sustclin 
hits, 

b. (U) Chr.nses in Unit Hission: The lOth Comb.'lt .\vL>.tiol1 DD.tt-2lion 
l·keS reduced to c2dre status for rer',eDloyment to Fort Levlis, lhshinzton. 

c. (u) Orc·miz.2.tioncl Ckmsos: On 1 December 1971, the 1(l3rc' 
::lecol1naissil.ncG :.lrpL-.ne Comp __ my WeS in:.ctivdec·.. On 31 December 1971, 
the 9"nd Assault Helico·,)ter Com,,;·.ny ".'8 ino.ctiva,tece. On 1 J.:.nu:,!,,! 19T" _. I . 

). l'roop, 7th Sqm.c1ron; 17th C2valry lias c1ctc:chec1; ,:'.ne' the .;ot·h Ass2ult 
Helico··cter Com»i1lw W.eS rc.:.ssir--ncc' to tho 7th Sc'u,'.dron. 17th C2.\"c~1l"J. On 
~o Jc.l11.1D.l"r 197~,; the 19?;1c1. As~mllt Helicopter Conm,'ny'lns inc·.ctiY.:.te('., 

c'. (U) Key Personnel Ch::nCes: 

(1) On lie November 1971; N-:.jor DdVid E. HH1, IN 574-10-?Gl,S, 
,1ssumec

' 
commc.nc: of tho 50th .\sSJ.ult Helico'Jtcr Comp~.ny from !·k.jor 

Rt\c\.ol·,h Ostovich III, IN; 3:39-3:5-?509. 

(:0) On:3 December 1971, lLt H'erolc1 Hp.shiztune, c;~;; 575:..1,1,.-59:;<;', "ssurol')' 
(~.nties.;.s 10th Comb!.t !Wi2.tion Dett,llion S-? from C.1ptiin ;.J.~'rtio D ~rnes 
tiP, 555-So-03S~. 

~ ! . : 3 ()fliT \ PV 1 >. L Ii . 
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. ~' -; ~'/ · ... -C 1 fTc 1) ru. ".):""0" 1 S~7:L 
~T-'D.T;."CT: O;JOr:.tiOlv.l l1e)ort -. l"ssol1D Le::'.r;1Cc', 10th COFh .. t :\vi:'tion 

D~~'.t t.~llion~ Period bndinn 30 J,.J11.l:'.l"Y 1 ?7.? ~ (}(e(~e~)lovmcnt) neG: 
CS11D:"t--65 C.l')) (u) . 

('3) On 15 December 1971; C.llJtain J,~mes H. L:lc'.er, IN, 1,:),)-70-:5581, 
.. ssumec'. i~1terim lluties t'.S 10th Comb,:,~t :l.\r~_-l,tion D,".tt ~_lioi1 r;~·,eCl.~tiv8 Officar' 
from Hc-.:.jor Ii'r;.'.n.1.;:: T. Peterlin,; F.\; 335 .... .'!,/1-GC)l:G. 

(L,.) On 15 Decembor 1971. Ca;Jta.in D.'.rreH ':1. K:'.k, IN, 507-4': -5hl,? • 
'.SSlUrlOo. interim duties as 10th Comb'_'.t Aviation D·'.tt2.,lion 5-3 from C.l'JtDin 
J.lmos H, T;Ider,. IN; 1.,.S':>-70-.)5Gl, 

e. (U) Unit StrenGth: Authorization cmc1 present for duty :JS of 30 
J 2.Yl U9.rf 19T': 

OPF 
AUTH/i.SGD 
~077-" 

110 
i\UTH/ASGD 
~-__ i'T6-~-

NOT:;: On ,0 hnu2,x:r 197?, seven (7) officers:.nc1 ten (10) ,'11 Imre recl.e­
;Jlo;'ed \Vith HEe, 10th Comb"t .\vL',tion Datt~,lion. to Fort LeNis; "bshinstono 

f. (D) .Hrcr.~ft Status as of 30 J:,nu9,r:' 197? is shown in inclosure 0;:, 

g. (D) Oper,"tiolHl St:ltistics c'.re shovm in inclosure 3. 

'. (D) Lessons Le2.rnec\: Commcnder's Observ .. :tion, b'valu:rcio;1, end 
llccommenrlt.tions. 

'c. (D) Personnel 

(1) ObservD.tion: The present system of receivi~1g rec~ssi[':nment in .... 
s':, ruchons for ;oersonnel returning to CONUS e:,rly cl,ne to Ke'Tsto:'1e ,;cti v­
it::'."s is slol'; 011c\ inefficient, 

(~) ;;v2.luation: Personnel h:we not been rece). v:w,; their ,:.ssif:,11ments 
ill '.~' timely and orderly fashion. This h..:.~s crenteel. 2. b:::.cklog of people 
)'N~~.i-cing reG.ssi2nment plus 9. serious mOl"C',le problem. 

(3) Recommendation: :\(!vance Overse," '.leturnee (AOU):cnd Officer 
Oyorse,~s RetUTI1ee (OOR) lists arc submitted to Df', on ::'. monthly bo.sis, ;\ 
mVl-' s w,me shoulc': nppe:lr on this roster fi \'e (5) months nnd eiGht (C) 
mon'chs respectivel;r before his m.;nos. The sssicnments r,lUst be h(.n(11ec1 
c;:)ec'i tiously 8.t :tll lEn'els of higher commani': I"hich I~oulcl allevi::'.te the 
problems ;Jresently encountered vrhen an inc1.ivir1.U2.1 k.s an ,'.djusted DL'l10S 
end no_,ssignment. 

(1,) Observ;:,tion: Current officer ",viator utili7,ation end incolmtry 
re,-,ssiGnment procedures in conjunction vnth I(eystone activities are not 
l'eX:r selective and have created :1 tremenr:',ous percentage of oyer stren[:;th 
in most ,,:,vi~'.tion tmits. 

(5) Evaluation: The current policy of arbHr::rily'reassttnil'lg 

.. . .; 2 
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!: ~·J':~f~1r~\ ..... c 1 "Ii'ebrllilr? 197') 
SULX,;CT: O;Jer~.tion.:::l Ue;Jort - Lessons Le:lrneec, 10th Comb~·,t .\vL;tion 

Jllttclion, Period Enc1inr; 30 J::.nmry 19T. (Redeployment) RCS: 
CS:con-,,5 (n:::) (u) 

officers by percent;:ge ,:'11d not bJr nome or needs to other U!1its in RVN h2.S 
ereded 101'/ monlo, ;)orsol1n01 overstron"th .'.nc1 no or utilisxciol1 of hiC;hly 
tr8.incd assets. 

(,/)) TIecommcnd'-.ttion: UhcTI :. lU1it st'~'.rts st-':'.l1d dOt'ID, a fini.:.l personnel 
strength roster 3hol,ld bo submi·~ted throuGh chcmncls to US.lnV. All units 
J.re currently submitting c~. personnel strength rost.er to USAUV on D. monthly 
be.sis. ;, ccreful chec': of current ane\ 0~'.pectee1 neods of other units 110ulc1 
determine their ·.:.ctual neod for all.clitional ;Jersom1el. All others should 
be re:.ssigned in other overse:.ls cor.lmilnc1s to Coml)lete the required shore 
tour requirements or to OONUS. 

b. (C) Intelligence 

(1) Obser\,,,tions: 

(2.) The enemy continues to employ his force in sm,,,ll lUlit 
o')er-:tions in the 10th Combat .\viation D D.tt ali on , S ~'.re-: of operations, 
i-bn7 of the offenses nrc directed against tho Victl1Ctmization and Pacifi­
c:;tion program Inth others directed a.gainst U,S, ,me: allied install.1tions. 

(b) Co.pnbili ties: The enemy is cc.p,:;~blc of nsinri sm2.II lmi ts to 
0"u10:' m1d direct sap;Jor att::tcks and indirect fire "F~inst allied inskl­
lo.tions in the Done: DD. Thin .;,nd CJ.m Rc..nh DD.y .7.rC2.. 

(c) There hM been no chmge in enemy t~ctics, m"lcC it is believec1 
th ,t the enemy uses high~TaY QL-l o.s a supply route to tronsport sup;Jlies 
,".ne1. !1 ,·ooriel to enemy locc,tions in the Dong Do 'Toods (coorc1ilHtes CPOO4.5) 
,;;}C1. t:1e Dc; Cum SGcret Zone (coordinates DP7(30). 

(.c) BV,"ludion: The enemy has the abilit;, ·(,0 move undetected throuch­
out the are£l nnel ;Jossesses the abilit7 to sl'ccessfully atte.ck dlied instc.­
ll,,:tions with both indirect fire and S2.pper !.ltk.c:cs. 

(J) Recommend2.tioDs: The continous use of sentrv clogs, sensors, 
se -.rchlic;hts; NiGhthawk; H&I fire and an "uressi Ye end alert policy in 
em~:)lo~'ing Visu3.1 Reconn::l.issc.nce ~:nd interior patrols. 

(L,) Commc.m'. ,·tetion: 

(,,) During the bst reporting )erioc\, Dil/2?nd Infa.nt:r;r (OPCON) 
provic1ecl secnrit" for the DonG D .. ,). Thin instal1<,.tio~1. In o.dditioi:l: Sent!",' 
Dogs ,Iere em)lo,[cc\ on the fliGht li!"loS and perimeter, A Troop, 7th Se;uc'c1-
ron, 17U1 C'1.v ... 1r;, \"I,~S t.'\skerJ. to provide tlr/o (2) Nir:;hthmlks and two (:0.) 
Cobr:e: gunships IIhich pro\'i(\e Visual Recol1naiss,~nce and imme~iGte strike 
capability for the Done Da Thin nnd Cum nnnh D8.y area. In· c.c1di-r,ion, C.lm 
RLmh r:;".y SUPl)Ort Command and the Field Artillerybet(lchm~nt iJ~·0':'J.'." 

I " , ...... 
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1 Fel~)ru~).ry 197? ~".,./..~_.~v. 'L-C 
0~llJJj.~CT: Oper9.tion~.l TIe;)ort - 1eSSO:15 Le::.rllcrJ 10'Gh Combilt ... viation 

De.ttalioC1. Perioc', Endinc 30 J,,:1u::ry l'JT; (ncde~lo;nnGnt) ICCS: 
CSFOR-S5 (R~) (U) . 

a TPS- 58 Surveill:mce TIr.dar Site 10cAe(; in the northern portion of 
C~\!"J TI.~.:i.1h Penninsul8.. 

c, (C) Operations: 

(1) Observations: The lOth Combd :h'iation lhttalion hE,S co:.xcuctecl 
five (5) D·ltte.J.io:1 she combat .:·.ssaults fer the 9(,]1 rolC Inf:mtr'J Divisio'.l 
('~urin,~~ the re)oriin['; 1)eriod. In :.111 cases only liCht e~1emy fire ~1f€,S 
e~1co1..mtered. 

(?) 1:~valu~1tions: The enemy ha.s le.;1.rnec1 th2.t ,J.fter en insertio!1 ·~'.ir­
cr:..~.:Ct vlill be used t.o resnpl")ly friendly positions. Being limited in his 
offensive ccJ.po.bility;, rather th,::'!J.1 resist \l7hen oyi:::.tion 8.8Sets are re~\C3.ily 
:l\":,iL'ble e1.uri;1G the i!1sertion, the enemy h"s fOLU1c' it more economic'll to 
E'.t·c.:~Cl.: resu~)ply 8.ircr,s.ft.. 

(3) Recommenc1.<::tions: Th2.t cunships continue to be committed for 
stc'.nc:.1y~l rnissio~1S during the resupply pho.se of o~")er£ttiol1s. Gunships 
ShOlLlc'. be on st:.ndby 9.t the closest :)oint posnible to the "'re.:' of o,)erc·.tions, 
Thyo creHS be briefed on ';;he li'_elihooc\ of recei \"inc; lmti-drcra.ft fire ano. 
aile'. the necessity of beingllert .~t ,,11 times for enemy activity, 

(L~.) Commanc. Actions: ~~Ihel1 resu:)plyine; units in landing zones that 
hDxe ')een recently used for insertions; aircrC\ft cre~IS :lre briefed on 
e::-")Gc"GGd enemy 2.ctions. Gtmshi~.)s are pro\'ided for '2.rmed escort of resupply 
missj ens v.Jhich 2.re close to ICi1o\ffi or suspected enemy positions. llestlpp1'Jr 
missbns are eccecutec\ 0!1 an irregular schedule to avoid est"blishing a 
fi:r.ec1 p,-,ttern. 

(5) ObsoJ:"\ration: This UIlit was not authorized to send an t'.c1.vance 
;lClTt" to the geininG command for the purpose of coorC\i;.12ting the arrival 
of personnel cmd equi;)ment :It Fort Lewis. 

(S) Evaluc.tion: 
cJnd c~.ining commands 
?orktiol1, billetin[( 
2·G8S. 

The lack of coordin2.tion betHeen redepl()ying lU1i 'cs 
may co-use numerous :.>roblems ii1 o.rrangin&; for trans­
one1. the fillin,,; of requisitions for personnel short-

(7) TIecom;'1onc1cttions: A smdl :ldVal1ce PQrty of one (1) officer and 
tliO (0) NCO' [) SilOLU( be authorized to proceed aheac. of the m.)ia body to 
coordinate c, lmi";' s arriyccl. It WOluef c;reatly alleviate the :)roblems tho.t 
miGht 2.rise whc;n the unit 2.rriyes c.t its CONUS clest5_l.12.tion. 

(1) Observ,:;."i:,ions~ U;)Ol1 l1otificHtio:1 of I~eystone:, the 11f'lit.s c..rC' '-'("\"~. 
recei"\-ing "t',imel:r instructio:1S for the disposition of D.irc.r.,lft ... i;:" 

08ftfliGNiti id I 
o 
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conFl~utl I'll 
:~ ~T!l\tr'~_c 1 Febru,:;,ry 1\'7';': 
SU:CJ~~CT: O)er:·.·::'ion.:.l Report - Lessons L".Tnccl. 10'oh Comb,:'" :, \-io.ti,y, 

D~-,tt\:.lion, Period El1(~.ing 30 Ji::'nu,_~ry 197~, (Iledeplovme,TG) j:~0:_'; 
CS;<\Xl. .. S5 (;l.?) (U) 

('~.) Evc~lu,;.tiol1: Lcfore ~.ircraft may be traDsferec1 the~.r are thoroUEhlv 
inspected., o.n(~ dl deficiencies Emst be corrected prior to transfer. This 
rCC11Jircs the use of the "lalit'.'3 m::d.~y~enr1J1ce ccuipment 2:.nd !)ersmmel. The 
c1elc:-:r in D.ircr·:.::ft c1is:losition delays the tUrl~-iil of m.'lint-en.)'l1ce eC}lUpmcilt 
:mel

. reassin;nmol1'c of personnel. Th:ls further del;:ys the turn-ill of wheeled 
vehicles necessary to usc nl1el tr~\nSl)Ort the e~;.ui;!ment.; CaUSii.1[; cu1 cxcess-
i vel:r lOl1B del~.-.T in the processinc; of mCcinten~~.nce cqltL.·~)ment. 

(3) Il.ecommenddiolls: ;. list of ,:drcrdft c1is')ositiol1 should immedidely 
folloH 3.11'.\i.ati.on unit's Ke'{stonc :lnstructions. This would :.'.lloi'l e' reDson­
"'.ble D.mocmt of time for teclm:lc21 inspections. c,efic:lenc,,' corrections ili1C\ 
to coordim.te the turn-in of PLL anc1. tools. 

e, (U) Commlmic :'.tiol1s, 

f. CU) HderiG.l, Hone 

[:: . (U) Ot',er. None 

3 Incl 
1. Org2.ni~.o.tiol1o.1 

Information Clurt 
? ~\ircr2.ft Stdtus 
3. Opor2.tiorle~ S·L .. '.tistics 

DIST:lIDUTION: 
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10 
3 
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OP~R·~TIOE.·:.L ST.·,TI3TICS (u) 
30 J ,·J;1] . .",-:;1Y 1 0'7') 

-- / r' 

HBe So ~r. 

~'"z;.~< .1_9::. . 17/1" ;.~r .. J .. ~-:J. 
.. "" , 

5S3 511~S3 
r. sr." 5,329 3,7?I., . , ,.,./ i 

I-lours 21o't;t.1 3" r, -'-<. 2,355 l, ;~?5 3,20" 1 ("~/r.. 
- f-;';')u 

Troops Liftcc~ n J4,3J.1 L:.,023 r. 1 L,..., J.,·~)30 " u f 1·\)'<-

C.~rGo Liftec' (TOi:S) 0 55J 64 151 0 

n /n 
J!U 111 -/ - r-~ /5·'. 7\-'/ \.J 

r-, /." 
!.J/v 0/0 

0/0 0/0 0/0 olo 0/0 , 

Str"U.ctl"!ICS (D0St/D-_-:~,-:) 0/0 0/0 .' /r Gfj 0/0 lL~/}_C 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 9 r ,. 

0 0 0 0 
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• S9NFlBENTImo 
DEPAR'tl-mIT OF THE .l.JHY 

HK,DlU,:,RTERS 10TH C01·m:lT .\VBTIOlJ mTT:'lLIOlJ 
APO S,ln Fr...lncisco 96377 

SUDJECT: OperJ.tioncll Rel)ort - Lessons Learned, loth Combat .lvidion 
Ddttalion, Periocc Endinr; 30 JanuaI"J 1972, (Redeployment) ;CC.S: 
CSFD;:?,..65 (112) (U) 

sm; T)ISTRIDUTIOil 

1. (C) Operations: Significant Activities 

d. (C) Historical Events 

(1) On 1 November 1971, the IG3rcc Reconnaissance Airphne Company 
ber;dI1 inactivation ;)roceedings anc. completed stanel cloun on 1 December 
1971. No significant problems \,ere encountered during the IG3rd Recon-
112isse.nce ~\irplane Company's Keystone o,erations. 

(:0) On 4 Hovember 1971, an RF/PF force of 256 troops from Dinh Thuan 
Province IDS dirlifted by elements of the 192nc\ !issualt Helicopter Com:)a'.l~' 
from tuo (2) piclr-u;:> Mnes (PZ) DiJ 045095, Dli 017297; into hID (2) Landing 
Zones (12) Dl! 05:2.'230, Dll 072092. 

(3) On 7 November 1971, ten mUH ond four Gunships from h Troop, 7th 
Sc;uadron, 17th Cavalry, lOth Combat Aviation Dattcdion linked up Nit:1 V1UF 
elements to aiel in the insertion of the 45th Regiment, 23rc~. Infantry- Divi­
Sion, AR1ll1, from tllO (2) PZ' s, Phu Nhon and Hy ThclCh, into three (3) 12' s 
YV 957855, YV 915796, 2V 015700, moving n07 troops. On 17 November 1971, 
12 Vagabond aircraft ".ssisted in the extraction of the L,.5th Regiment. 

(I,.) On C Ilovember 1971, A Troop 7th Squac~ron, 17th Cavalry, OPOOl{ to 
5:2.nc\ Combat Aviation Dattalion, movee! 19 Officers, 6 t'/arrant Officers ancc 
52 EM plus five (5) UHlH, five (5) OH-6A nrtd five (5) i,H-IG clircraft to 
Plei\m in support of h5th Hegiment, 23rd Inf<lntI"J Division, ;i;]'Vll. During 
the hlo Irleeks ., l'roop lias opoon to the 52nd Combclt Aviation Datt:J.lion, the 
troop uncoveree! several enemy locutions during scout operations. A Troop 
beGan its move bacle to Pho.n Rang on 22 november. 

(5) On 1~. November 1971 the Sidelrick Guns, from the 92nd Assualt 
Helico;>ter Comp.:.ny had 50 confirmed Jill:" s at ~T 915887 Irlhile in support 
of the 45th Regiment, 23rcc Infill1tI"J Division, ;\RVN near Phu lIhon. 

(6) On 19 November 1971, the lOth Combat ;'viation Dattaliori ( ... ) and 
elements of the 26cth Combat Aviation Dattalion, in support of:the 29th 
Regiment, 9th llhitehorse ROK Infantry Division, inserted 361 troops and 
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• QQNFIQf!~lTl:~k 
1 February 191" O;->er",tiol1al i1c')ort - Lessons Lec:,rnec1, Dth Gomb2t AviQtion D'itkliOl'l" Period j2nc,ine 30 Jonmry 1?1") (i1sc1e:)10yment) ;WS: GSFQ:1-S5 (ll?) (U) 

5 tons of carr':o l)TCO tim (?) IZ's GQ 156?9:), G'J l:i7?[l'\ from a PZ "t 0; ')7033:) flyinr: 101" sorties <lnQ 5(, hours. 

(7) On?l Eovember 1971, the 10th Combilt ,'n'L,tion D,:t tc,lion (-) in­serted the 30th lleeiment, 9th 'Jhitehorse :l.OI( Inf,cl11try Division into three (3) LZ's DP [l51',55, [l71:,SCC, [l517?5, from one (1) PZ DP 9O?561,. liftinc 777 'oroo;)s L:nd :i tons of cLrso \vhile flying 1"'.0 sorties and 51.3 hours. 

(8) On?9 I!ovember 1971, Comp.~.ny D, ?no. D8,tt).lion, ??nc1 Infmtry relieved Comp/iny :~~ 2nd Dattaliol1; .~')nd Infantry ,2tl'K~. J.ssumecl the mission of :)erimeter defense e.t the Done I>.: Thin inst,,11diol1, 

(9) On 1 December 1971, the '):?nd flssuc!lt HeUcoryter Comp,~ny beg:m Keystone Oper}tions o.n(\ comp1etec1 st,'md dO~111 011 11 December 1971. 

(10) On 5 'lecember 1971,. the lOth Combet ,\viatiol1 Dattalion(-), sup:)orting the ~9th :resiment., 9th ')hitehorse ;)Ole Infantr'lJ Division, trcms­ported 571 troo')s <1n(1, 5.3 tons of cargo from PZ DP995855 into tllO (~:) IZ's, DQ 9O?0L,J,. and D·l 975005, flyine 171 sorties and l)()" hours. On ~'? DecembGr 1971. 2n e;,traction w;~s m2,de transportin[( 376 trooj)s and ~.5 tons of c,,1'go flvin:: 65 sorties ~'-l1d 27 hours .. 

(ll) On?O December 1971, the ·.19.2nc1. Assu"lt Helicopter COmD).ny bege,n in1ctb'ution proceec1.ings and com;Jleted Keystone on 20 J,mu",I'Y 19T. .:'s ,'­rOilul'o of the 192nd ,nrl ';'7;,,' .. 3~cu1t Eclicoptor Com:),mies sLend d01l111, the 52nd Comb:,t ;\yLtion Datt.c'lion :'.sstunec\ resDonsibility :for flyine the Dcrhc Provincfl mission "hile the 'Coth A SS&ult Helicopter Comp'J11Y continue(l to fly the Khmh Hoa Provi.nce mission. The 201st :'vi.,:<tion Comp?ny (COUPS) asstuned the remc:ining fb'e (5) Province missions ;)reviously flown by the 10th Combat ~\vi,}tion Dattalion. . 

(l?) On, 21 DecGmber 1971) A Troop w,s tc.slce(l \'lith the mission of providnc ~ ry"c'cC\ge of tNO (? UH-IH (lli~;hthD.14k) liCht ships, and tHO (2) AH-IG (Cobra) aircreSt for the Cam il:mh DeW/non:; Di!. ThL1 defense. On L: Jrl1U2,I'Y 19T'; two (?) IRI·,]JjI s \vere ,}(Med to the pac\cdce e.no. the dekch­ment moved to Cc'.r.l :1:111h Do.y on 15 J,mu2.ry197?, 

(13) On ") DecGmber 19'71, while in support of Cam Uenh Dcy Support Comml.'D(\ :md providing convoy cover from CcllU R:mh D,lY to Don Me Thout, t: ~()th .\ss:mlt Helicopter Comp:.ny AH-1G Cobra Gunship c:me illlder light Gnemy fire "t DP 70C5eCJ7. The ,lircrdft e::penc\e(\ ? 75 il1 rocJ:ets _,nd 1:.Omm in the .'-re~ resultinc; in one (1) 11 ,C, confirmed :m!·,. 
(In On?G December 1971, A TI'oop, 7th Sc'u.:tdron, 17th Cavdr'lj, in :;lUpport of 53rc1, Regiment, 23rc1 Infcmtry Division, xmm at YT 99"57S in-sertGe' 170 troops, flyinc: ::'0 sorties e.nd 5.6 hours. .-

, ~: (15) On 1 J,mu::lIY 191", A Troop, 7th Sc:uo.dron, 17th Ci1Valry Nas 

---------_._-»------_ .. __ .. _.---"._-.---------_. 
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SwJ~'::'CT'! 
1 FnlJru :r)' 1970 

ODer2.tion:'.l Report - Lossons Le .. :rnec1 .. lOth Comb"t:\vj.,ltion 
D';'Uulion. Period j;nc1.inr; 30 J·.'m"'.17 i9T\ (Redeployment) :lCS: 
CSF0i1-65 tm) (U) 

,'coLchcd, ,mel the)(Jth 'lss,".ult Helicopter Compan:, \~'.s re·",.ssignoc1,c to the 
7th S,,:u::c1.ron, 17th C"Vc.lry. The nOthmrl 19[\th Ncc1..icu1 Detc'cl111le;1ts \'lore 
reJ.ssig,"e( to tho l1" TrD11sportdion Ddt,.11ion, 31,th Gencr2.l SUP)ort GrouD. 

(15) On 7 J'11UJ.ry 19T, D Comp;}ny, "nc' DuttQlion, 3n 7 Inf:'l1tr';', 101st 
;\ir'~orn8 (:"HL) Didsion >!.SSl'moo. ncrimeter security of Done: D::. Thin from 
'Ii! Oom:Yl1Y\ 1st D2..tt:_~lion~ ?0nc1, Inf·;ntry. 

(17) On ')0 J::;,lU;l!;T 19T. the 10th ComlJ"t :,,·i".tion D:,ttdion "Ias rec1.c­
p1070{1. to Fort Louis, ':Lshil1gto'.1 \lith seven (7) Officers ,mel ten (10) en­
listee) men. Tho ,1et.'.chment c1op:.:rted from C'lll R.'nh D[.,r, WIN. 

(18) Ul1(l.er the provisions of VllW',\l"GP US\i11T ImDrovement ,mel Hoc1em­
b,:'l.ion ;,usment::.tion PLm 70-51, the 10th Comb~.t ;\vi;,,tion B:'.tt'.11ion con­
tinuo,; to ')ro\"ick 2irmobi1e eJ"periencG to 'm:~F ,\vi2tor Grc~c1uD,tes of the 
U.S, ,erm], .'lvi"tion School (US:llc1nJS) .mo. trainin, upc:r·,e'inc to first pilot. 
Ton (10) pilots '.rore Cr,.\c\U'ltoc1 on ?I: llovember 1971 Nith fhe (5) pilots 
trdnccl by the toth :"ssault Helicoptcr Com;)any, brine;inc the total to forty­
nino (1.,9) ~)ilots [TJ.deuted since the I&H pro"r'"m tWS initiated. The pilots 

h,lve aver.:.r;oc1 ;"::>5 hours;)cr mm1 durine; s. 90 eLy cycle. No m',jor problems 
'·}ere encotLl1terec\ d.uring the tr..;~inin[:: (;"J1(1~ it l}2.S cOl1si(~ere( to h-;lve been 
hi[~'hly successful. 

(19) The enemy continued to m:.':e his presence felt in the 10th 
Comb.;t :>.viJ.tion D,~.tt,2.1ions~ D.re~. of operation. During the re~orting perioc1

, 

10 ,'ircr.,'.ft "¥ere hit by enomy fire, 9 were hit by small :'.rms fire ,m1 1 by 
Anti-2j.rcrilft Ne2.pons, 35 other aircr·.ft Here shot·t, but ('.ie'. not custc'.in 
hits., 

b. (U) Ckn::;es in Unit Hission: The 10th Comb:,t AvL>,tj.on DD.tto.lion 
He'S reduced to c9.clre status for rer1.eploYlllent to Fori LevTis, \hshin~;ton, 

c. (U) Or:c;,;nizstiol1cl Ch::n[:<)s: On 1 December 1971, the 1G3rcl 
Recoi1n~isSi!.l1CO ;,irplcme Comp.:my 1'12.5 in2.ctive,tec:. On 31 December 1971, 
tho <;?nr:1 ,\ssault Helico,)ter Com')".ny \v{',s in2:ctivdtccl. On 1 Jc:mEry 197-", 
;" Troop, 7th ,se;u2c1.ron, 17th Cs.valry .~as el0ts.chec1.: <:.nc1. the ;jJth Ass2.ult 
Hclico,)ter Compnny W:.'.S rc:.ssic;nGcc to the 7th Sc;u,),r\ron, 17th C,;.\·L~lI"J. On 
~O Jc'.l1tHr'T 19T'" the 19?nc1. !lssmut Helicopter ComlXmy N'lS ilkctiv,},tec1.. 

(1., (u) rCey Personnel Ch:nCes: 

(1) On II, November 1971, HD.jor D,JYic\ ;Z. Hill, IN; 574-10-981,S, 
ussumec1, commc;j1(~ of tho 60th ,\ssJ.ult HelicoDtcr Comp'my from ,",:.jor 
Ruc10bh Ostovich III; IN, 3'39-3C-?5(;9. 

(:0) On 3 December 1971, lLt H"TOld He.shhnme, G:~c 575.:.E.l,,-59~'~, "ssumer 
clllcies.\s 10th Combl.t !\vbtion D:ttcllion S-?, from CJ.pt::.in ~;l c;,,:itio D~rnes. 
'.'llP "5" ,-" n3"~ i ., ;' ",.-,./IJ_., v_. 

--,----_._---,-_ .. _--_ .. -_._- .. __ ... _---
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,':RI1J:r.~CT: Opcr.:.tion.~l ae;)ort -. Lessons Le:).r~18(~; 1()t~1 Comb ... t ~~vi~~.tion 

D:tklion; Period i:ndinc 30 J"cnl'.J:1! 1,T, (Rec~e')10vment) nos: CSFD~,-65 (:r)(U) 

('3) On 15 Decemb8r 1971, C,ntain hmes H. LJfor, IN, 1,:')."-70-:05Gl, "S.sll.r:J8C:. :i_~1torim (.1 .. l1.'Gies ~\n lOth C~mb'.:.t o·lV':i~:ttio:.1 D ·'.tt __ :lion' ~::'.ecnti\"8 Officer fro~~ :lujor Fr,.'.n.1.c T. Pcterlin,; FA;, 335-.':/I-.GS1:G. 

(L,.) On 15 December 1971; Cn':ltc}in D:1rro11 1,'1. K,'.k, IN, 507-4~-51:I,~\ 
:'SSUDUel interim duties J.S 10th Comb~',t Aviation lLttdion 3-3 from C::)t,:,in Lmes H. TarleI', IN; h'S0-70-o5Gl. 

e. (U) Unit Strenc(th: Authorization imel ;:>res8Dt for duty c\s of 30 J2J1U:,l'j 19T: 

NOT',,: On ,0 J2.l1U",ry 197::>, seven (7) officers ·mel ten (10) D·! 1~0re re(1e_ plO'.'8('. Hith HEe 10th Com:)at AvL'.tion Dathlion to Fort 1el,is, 'bshingtono 

(U) .Urcr,1ft status as of 30 J,:J1u:'.l",' 1912 is shOlm in incl08l're ':', 

g. (U) Open,tion21 Statistics .',re shOlm in ;.nclosure 3. 
'. ('u') 1ec,'son~., 1e.'I'11ec',·, C 1 1 Ob t· .. ,'\., .. 1 L" , 
. ," _ . ommCJ1C er s serY:: ~on '-'>v 0. u.J,c~O;·l <mt'. RCC01JtJenrL".tions. 

(u) Personnel 

(1) Observ:;,tion: The present system of reCe~Vli1G re,;ssigl'1J)]ent in­s-cruc+ions 1'or0ersonnel returning to CONUS e'"rly c1.l'.C to Keystone c,ctiv­:i.t'.(,S is S1011 2nd inefficient. 

(~) ;;v~,luation: Personnel 1nve not been rece~v~nc their ,;.8Si[').1ments 
ill ~"- timely and orderly fD.shion. This 112.8 crented ~:'. b:~c~r.log of I)Goplc 3.NCl.i-c,ing reJ.ssi@1ment plus 2. serious mOI'2 .. 1e r)rol~)leli1. 

(3) Recommcn(\"tion: .ldvance Overse,l ;1eturnee (AOR)~nd Officer OVerse""s Returnee (OOR) lists ilr8 SUbmitted to Dr.. on c, monthly bo.sis. ;\ m.::m f S l1r::.me shOUld [l.ppe:::.r on this roster fi \re (5) months nn(~ eir:;ht (B) months respecti vel,! before his D;'11OS. The i\ssiCDments must be hnnc1lec1 c;:;Je,',itiously 2,t 211 Im'els of hi [;her commanc1 \'Thich \'Iollie, allevi.lte the problems ;)resently encountered Hhen :m inc\i Vi(lus.l h:.5 an ~,djusted DJ::rrOS 
:.11(\ no ::.ssignment. 

(/,) Obser'!2.tion: Current officer .;.vi'ltor utili7,ation :md incouJ1tl"J re,:.ssicnment ;)rocedures in conjunction I,lith r\eystone activities are not ,'cry se1ecti vc and ho.ve created J. tremem',ous percentaGe of oyor streneth in most ::.vi.:tion units. 

(5) BV,llu.ltion: The current policy of arbitr:,rilyreass'1otnin,; 

."Nfl 0 [flHi.! 
._---_._-----,----- --,'" .. _-_ .... . _._-,------_. 
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SU:::J;,~CT: O;)er:c.tioJ1'cl Report .- Lessons Le.lrned i 10th Comb:"t Avi:.tion 

L 1ttCcliol1, Perioe. :Gnc.in[ 30 J'.nWtr/ 197?, (Redeplo,C;lent) ncs: CSFOn-S5 (IC) (u) 

officers by percentD.ge ,:md not by nome or needs to other units in RVN h,}s created 10" r.lor'11e, personnel overstrength :'11(\ Door u'i:,ilhation of hic:hly tra.ined 9.GSOtS. 

(S) Recommcl1(L\tion: :Tr1cn ~ \U1it st,:T-GS st,:'nc\ claIm. a fin,.il personnel strength roster shotLlc1 ,)0 submi"ctec\ through ch8.nnels to uamv. All units ~l.re current.l y submitting ~'. personnel strength roster to USARV on D. monthly b2.sis. ic cnreful ched: of current and expectecl needs of other tmits 1'lOuld determine their ·:'.ctu2-.l need for nd.di tion~l l)ersonnel. .\11 others should be re2ssigned in other overse.').s commands to com:'Jlete the required short tour requirements or to CONUS. 

b. (C) Intellicence 

(1) Observdions: 

(2,) The enemy comanues to employ his force in small unit o')ercctions in the 10th Combat :lviction Ddtalion' s ;}recc of operations. J.L'lw of the offenses are directed ae2.inst the Vietnamization and Pacifi­c:;tion program \"li.th others directe,l a.gainst U,S, ,me alliecl installations. 

(b) Cap(,bilities: The enemy is cc.:pcblo of usin[~ sm2.ll lUlitS to c:,1:11oy 2nd direct sapper ntt8.d{s ·:j.nd indiroct fire 2.gainst allied inst;; ... l-1,l"l:.1ons in the Dong Die Thin wel. CJ.JJl Ranh D:J-Y .:.r02 .• 

(c) There has been no ch,cnge in enemy kctics 1 ,::n,\ it is believed th ,t the enemy uses highway '11-1 as a supply route to trcnsport sup;)lies 2.l1C~. m.:teriel to enemy locations in the Dong Do Hoods (coordilH-LeS CPO045) .'21(~. the Da Cum SGcret Zone (coordinates DP7(30). 

(:2) Evdu2.tion: The enemy has the abilit',' to moye undetocted throU[:h­out the area and possesses the t.bility to st!ccessfull y attc.ck dliec1. instz.­ll.~tions Nith both indirect fire G.l1C; S.:qper o.t·Lc:cs. 

(3) Recommencbtioi1S: The continous use of sentrr dogs, sensors, se.c.rchlights, Nighthalv1.c: H&I fire and an NIressiYe D.nd alert policy in 
e~)lo'.rin8 Visual Reconl1~.issQnce end interior patrols. 

(,-,) During the lest reporting ;)eriod, DIl/2cnc1 Inf2ntr"r (OPeOI-!) provided securi t" fot' the Dong D.:. Thin installc.tio;.1. In c.iI.ditio;.1, Sent!".' Does were er.l)loyoc\ on the fliGht li,105 and perimeter. A Troop, 7th Sc,u·}c\­ron. 17th C:'..v .. lr;r u,~s t ... ~.skerl to ,rovicle b'lO (2) Ni[~hthav.Jlts and t"'10 (~) Cob!';J. f;lli1Shi)s lihich pro\'it~,e Visuol Reconn3iss::!nce and immec.1i;:tte strike capabilit.y for the Done Da Thin and Cam Ranh DeY area • .In ·c.(k\i~iol1, Cr.m Ranh D,:'7 Support Command and the 27?'nd Field Artillery DetachmElnt ::]~'(;"F:'c 

I tQNlilQCWn1 L 
'" 
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}·'L,.'I,-C 1 l"ebruo.ry 197? ,~~",Ji~CT: Oper2tim1".1 neport - 1eSSO'lS Le"rnecl 10th CombD.t~viation 

D".ttalio~l. Perioce Endini~ 30 JD:1UD7 1'17:--:, ([tode;Jlo,~nB;TL) ncs: CSFDn-65 (n?) (U) , 

a TPS- 5C Surveill,mce [tel,dar Site loc:"tec\ i'1 the northern portion, of C('.n Il~1.i1h Penninsula. 

c, (C) Operations: 

(1) Observ.),timls: The 10th Comh.~t ;\vbtion DO.ttQ.lio:1 has cO:1Cluceed. five (5) D,lttdion size combut"ssJ.ults for the 9Gh oor, Inf2ntry Divisio," durin;; the re;oortinf, ',)el'iod. In'Cll cases only liCht enemy firo ',It,s e11colU1tere(~_. 

(.?) ~·~valu~.tions: The enemy has le'!.rnec1 th.s~t clfter e.n insertio:.1 ,:'.ir­cr'-~.ft \'rill be uscc~ to resn~)lJly friend17 positions. Deing limited in his offe21sive c'~.I><).bility, rather th,':'.n resist when avi.7.tion c.:ssets c.re reuclily m"aiLble durin,; the ic1sertion, the enemy hGS fOlli1d it more econolilic'll to ::~tt..:'Cl,: resl~:)ply 2ircr?ft. 

(3) Recommendntions: Th2,t gunships con'Ginue to be committed for 
st-:\.n(~:)y missio;'1S during tho resupply phJ.se of o;:)eratio!1s. GUl1shi].)s shou..lcl be on st~·.l1dby ~.t the closest. ~;)oint .~osDible to the &rG<3·, of o~)er(·.tions. Th::.l.t creHS be briefed on ·che li!.\:elihood of receiving (mJc.i-aircraft fire and and the necessity of beint; )lert 'It an times for enemy activity. 

(t':.) Comn1D.J."1(~ .'~ctions: ~-Jhen resu:Jplyinc, lU1its in landinG zones th<'lt ho,vB ')oen recently used for insertions, ",ircraft CrGl1S are briefed on e;::)ec<oed enemy c,ctions. Gl111shi;1s are pro\"ided for ~.rmecl escort of resupply missjcl1s vJhich e.re close to IG10wn or suspected enemj' positioi1S. [tesul1ply miss'Lons are Gl'.ecuted on an irreGular schedule to avoid est&blishil1G a fiJ':e(1 p,:'.ttern. 

(5) Observ,9.tion: This lmit vlaS not authorized to senc\ an e,c\vunce )art;' to the GaininG comm811d for the purpose of coorC\iaating the arrival of persol1..'1el ,:mel. equipment CIt Port Lm'Tis. 

Co) Evaluc.tion: 
and gccining commands 
portGtion, billetinc 
':''..Ges. 

The la,ck of coordi;12.tion beh'Teen redeploying units 
may CCluse muncrous ;)roblems i;l orranginc for trans­
and tho filling of requisitions for personnel short.-

(7) necof(C"cnc!Gtions. A smr,ll c.c\v)nce p2,rty of one (1) officer ::111e', tHo (2) NCO's 8no,\1(\ be authorized to proceed a.head of the m').i'l body to coordinate 2. lC:1i"~' s arri'l'8,1. It lwulc1 creatly alleviate the ,Jroblems that might. C).rise ''ll-h~n the tll1it 2.rrives c.t its CONUS destination. 

(1) Obse:rr,~i;ions:. U;Jon notificatio:1 of ICeystone" the -lXnits C'.I'(' C0 J recei \'ing timel:' instructio'lS for the disposition of airer,lft ',i,' 

- • @@NPH}I I II PI;2;[, 
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.·.-"T-:L~V:~_C 1 Pebru:"1ry ] '/ .... 7~.: 
SULJ~;CT: O.~)er~'.tiOl1c.l Roport -. Lessons Le,-~.rnec1. 10th Comb.:.t l\vi.3.tio"\ 

D ',t tdion, Porj.oc1 8n(~,ing 30 J ,mu,.,re,' 197"', (Iledeployme,rG) i:0'.' , 
CSIiDn~55 Ur2) Cu) 

(~,) Evdua.tion: Lefore "ircraft m;),y be trilnsfered the'.' are thorouGhly 
insi.J0cted.; MC~ ,9.11 (l.eficiencies r.lust be corrected l1rior to transfer. This 
rcc~uiros the use of the uni"(.' s m,:tinten,'!l1ce ec:uipment (~tl1c1 personnel. The 
(1.e12:7 in D.ircr:lft (~is~}Osition c1elaj's the turn-in of m':.inten_ll1ce erl1..Upment. 
:,ne

1
, reassignment of personnel, This further c1,el'-~:Ts the turn-in of wheeled 

vehicles necess3.ry to ESO <3.n(1 tr:'l1s~)ort tho e~:'_ui1)menti causing 8.D CXCGSS­

iyel~T 1011[; deJ.,:~T in the processing of m .. ~.inten~~.!.1ce cQui;.lment. 

(3) IlecoP.1moncktloi1s: ,'. list of idrcraft dis;Jositioi1 shoulc1, immecl.idely 
follOhT 3.11 ::'.\'iation unit. t s KC"',Tstonc instructions. This Nould .~~llo\il c~ reiJ.son­
,:~blo 2fJ101.U1t of time for teclli'1ic21 i;.1spections. (}eficienc'? corrections ai1d 
to coorC\inccte the turn-in of PLL ancl, tools. 

0, (U) Commu:1ic .. ·.tions. 

f. (U) H.}teric.l. None 

g. (U) Other. None 

3 1ncl 
1. OrE;:F.U1i'?l,"}tiono.l 

1nformo.tion CJurt 
~) •. lircrilft StdtUS 
3. Operl?tiotl[,l StL~tistics 

DIST:1IDUTION: 
" CINCUSi'l~P/tC 
:1 CG, USAWT 

CG, 1st '\''11 Dc1.e 
10 - CO j 17th Cbt .\vn Gp 

3 - Unit File 

1I0ne 

------,---
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}~Il('C~l.. :::'T 7~·. ~ liJ;~: I; U) 
30 J~\I1:J..'.nY 197'> 

The three (J) OII-5G.i·~ helico;)tors .. ssi2;i.1e(~ to IIo.J~'·lL.rtGrG 

.·~:Ll 0·c>;·~r :.:Lrcr~).ft uere rc .lssi[)10·.~ or retrogr~·.de(~ prior to 30 J:;l1U-

CQfilklQiDIII11 
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OP.i:8.,·;.. TIOr; _:..1 ST.·.TI3TICS (u) 

OA J .'J:D.:-' .. IrI }_972 ;AJ 

Sorties 21ol-'El 

Troops Liftec'. 

C.~rGo LiftGCC (roES) 

.• , I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

L-Ij-I.9. 29. 2? 10-:: j7/.1'J. ,;.-./;.:, 

553 ' L L ,257 5J ]:29 3, Td,. 0, ,03 

312 2,:555 It 2?5 3,20'? 1 (:: I' ('":. 
.'_ ~ ~ JU 

., 14,3U i!.,023 G,h62 1 /3n 
" --1 ,) v 

a 551 6J., 151 a 
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