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HEADQUARTERS AIR T~AINING COMMAND 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE. TEXAS 

R E P L V  T O  

A I I N O F t  A m  

SUWCCT t Informational Brochures 

ATCCS 

1 1  OCT1963 

1. 
"Go Ahead", and Field Training Detachment glm, are forwarded for 
your information. 

2. When attachments are withdrawn or not attached, the classifica- 
tion SECRF,T of this letter will be cancelled. 

Attached brochures, Field Training Detachment 92lR, Project 

A 

C. A. MARTIN, JR. 
Colonel, USAF 
Asst DCWlying Tng 

2 Atchs, a/s 
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H"""'UARTERS AIR eMMAND 

REP. ... Y TO 

ATTN 0"', ATFOO 

"".'",CT, Inf'ormat1oll8l Brochures 

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE. TEXAS 

f 1 OCT1963 

I To, ATCCS 

l 

• 

1. Attached brochures, Field T:r:eining Detac~nt 92lR, Project 
"Go Ahead", and F1eld T.raining Detac~t 9l7H, a:r:e torwarded tor 
your information. . 

2. When attac~ntll a:r:e witbd:r:awn o:r: not attached, tbe class1f'1ca­
t10n SECRET of th1s letter will be cancelled. 

C! .a .7n~.9 
C. A. MARTIN, Jft. . 
Colonel, USAF 

2 Atohs, a/s 

Asst DCS/flyillll TlIg , 

/ 
, 
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UNIT DESIGNATION: Field Training Detachment 917H 

MISSION: Conduct In-Country Helicopter Pi lot  Training f o r  VNAF Personnel 

CONCOMITANT MISSION: Tra in  VNAF Helicopter Maintonance P e r s o n n e l  

PARENT ORGANIZATION: 3635th Flying Training Group. Stead AFB, Novadm 

LOCATION OF DETACHMENT: Tan Son Nhoet Heliport, Vietnam 

DETACHMENT COMMANDER: Lt Go1 J i m m y  M. Hamill, 12243A 

AUTHaRIZED STRENGTH: 23 Officors, 73 Airmon 

STUDENT PILOT CLASS SIZE: P r e r e n t l y  30 

STUDENT MECHANIC CLASS SIZE8 P r e s e n t l y  30 

- 
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UNIT Oe;SIGNATION: Field Training Detachment 917H 

MISSION: Conduct In-Country Helicopter Pilot Training for VNAF Pereonnel 

CONCOMITANT MISSION: Train VNAF Helicopter Maintenance Personnel 

PARE:NT ORGANIZATION: 36lSth Flying Training Group, Stead AFB, Nevada 

LOCATION OF DE:TACHMENT: Tan Son Nbeet HeUport, Vietnam 

DE:TACHMENT COMMANOER: Lt Col Jimmy M. Hamill, lZ~43A 

AUTHORIZED STRENGTH: 23 Omeen, 73 Airmen 

STUDENT PILOT CLASS SIZE: Praaently 30 

STUOE:NT MECHANIC CLASS SIZE: Pr .. ently 30 

UNClA~~'flEO 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

In September 1962, Hoadquartere, USAF, requested ATC make a 
survey of the feasibility of establishing a temporary in-country 
H-19B Helicopter Pilot Training Program in Vietnam. 

The survey was completed 7 October 1362. 
that it would be poesible and advant&geous to conduct in-country 
helicopter pilot and mechanic training. 
monded that a Field Training Detachment, staffed by personae1 
from Stead AFB, Nevada. and Sheppard AFB, TexaO, be estab- 
lished. 

It wae datarmlned 

The Survey Team racom- 

The FTD 9175 (now designated the 917H) was organized on 3 Dec 
1962; authorized strength w a s  twelve (12) officers and forty-seven 
(47) airmen. Personnel to  man this detachment were withdrawn 
from ATC resources. Logistic support furnished by the M U G .  
A F  Section, Vietnam. Officers and airmen aoslgned to FTD 917H 
arrived in Vietnam on I2 January 1963 and flight training w a s  com- 
menced 11 February 1963. The training wan conducted in eight (8) 
€4-19B helicopters that had been in storage in Vietnam. Students 
for the f i rs t  Pilot Training Class (63A) were VNAF cadets who did 
not have prevbue. flying experience. 

In May 1963, Headquarters, USAF, informed ATC that plans were 
being formulated to augment FTD 917H with an addltlbnal eleven 
(1A) officers and thirty-one (31) airmen to support nine (9) addi- 
tional H-19B helicopters. The majority of the personnel were not 
available within ATC but were furnished by MATS, A i r  Rescue Serv- 
ice. With this augmentation, Class 63B would be increased to thirty 
(30) students. Of the eleven (11) new instructor pilots that arrived 
in Vietnam, nine (9) were considered by the Commander of FTD 
917H to lack the training necessary to assume the duties of Instruc- 
tor Pilot. Five (5) of these pilots were upgraded in Vietnam and 
four (4) Were sent to Stead AFB for training. The four (4) pilots 
trained a t  Stead AFB were given thirty-five (35) flying hours of up- 
grade training in September 1963. After passing a standardhation 

~ 

flight cheok they were returned to Vietnam. 
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GeNERAL INFORMATION 

In September 1962, Headq\1a.rteu. USAF. requellted ATC make .. 
lIurvey 01 the lea8ibility of esta.bl1lhing It. temporary in-country 
H.19B Helicopter Pilot Training Progl"am in Viemam. 

The survey wae completed 7 October 196Z. It wa. determined 
that it would be pOII$iblo and advantageoulil to conduct in-country 
helicopter pUot and mechanic training. Tbe Survey Team recom­
mended that. Fiold Training Detachment, .talled by petnonnel 
from Stead AFB, Nevada, .nd Sheppard AFB, Toxa •• be estab­
Ushed. 

The FTD 9175 (now designated the 9nH)'wall organized on 3 Dec 
,1962.; authorb.od IItrength wall twelve (IZ) officon and lady-seven 
(41) airmen. Personnel to man thi. detachment were wUhdrawn 
lrom ATC resourcea. Logistic .upport furnilihod by tho MAAO. 
AF Section. Vietnam. Ofiicers and airmen ""!gned to FTD 9l7H 
arrived in Vietnam on 12. January 1963 and fUght training wa. com­
menced 11 February 1963. The training was conducted in eight (8) 
H-19B helic;:optel'l that had been in storaie in Vietnam. Students 
for thel first PUot Training Cia .. 163A) were VNAF cadet. who did 
not ha va PI' evioua flying experience. 

In May 1963, Headqua:rters, USAF. informed ATC that plans were 
being formulated to augment FTO 917H with an additional eleven 
(U) ofticera and thirty-one (31) airmen to support nine (9) addi­
tional H-19B helicopter.. The majority of the peraonnel were not 
available within ATC but wero furnished by MATS. All' Rescue Serv­
ice. With thi. augmentation, Claas 63B would be increased to thirty 
(lO) .tudents. Of the eleven (11) new instructor pilots that arrived 
in Vietnam, nine ('I) were 'considered by the Commander ot FTD 
917H to lack the training necessary to aSllume the dulin of !natruc­
tor Pilot. Five (5) of theu pUot. were u.pgraded in Vietnam and 
four (4) were Sent to Stead AFB for training. The foul' (4) pUot. 
trained at Stead AFB were given thirty-flve (35) £1yln& hour. of up­
grade training in September 1963. After paufn" a .tanciardizatloD. 
tUiht cbeck they wore returned to Vietnam. 1JHct~~\f\m 
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The first class of fifteen (IS) . -  u -  
June 1963, andhave been assigned to VNAF Helicopter Squad- 
ron for upgrade and operational training. Class 6313, consist- 
ing of thirty (30) students, commencod training I July 1963. Duo 
to tho lack of qwlified inutructor piloto and aircraft, only four- 
teen (14) studonts wero ontored into the flight training phase. 

A Mechanics Training Program wae initiated I Ju ly  1963 with 
thirty (30) Vietnamese student helicopter mechanics in Class 
63A. Three (3) hours per day of classroom lecturee totaling 
one hundred and eighty (180) hours of engineering subjects and 
three (3) hours per day of flight line practical experience is 
scheduled. Each studant is assigned to a crew chief or  apecia- 
l ist  and assis ts  with the daily maintenance of the holicopter. This 
practical application or "laboratory phaeott allows each student 
mechanic to learn first hand the proper maintenance techniques, 
use of maintonance forms and recorde. and understand the inner 
workings of the helicopter. This program ie closely monitored 
by pereonnel in Academic Section. All comments otemming from 
maintenance personnel have been complimentary in nature and ex- 
cellent resulte are anticipated as a result of thie training, Tho 
student mechanic displays much elation at the proepect of actu- 
ally working on mission aircraft  and is desirous of proving him- 
self to his flight line supervisor. 

. 

The shortage of ground support equipment, hand tools. and spare 
aircraft  parts is a matter of considerable concern. The FTD has 
to roly on the VNAF 211th Helicopter Squadron for support. As 
an  example, two (2) engine specialist kits a r e  autharieed, with fifty- 
eight (58) items per kit. Only seven ( 7 )  items per kd a r e  on hand. 
Fifty-two (52) mechanic kite a r e  authorized, with sixty-one (61) 
items per kit and only four (4) items per kit a r e  on hand. Eight 
(8) mechanics tool kite that were brought with the FTD are only 
35% complete. The required items have been requisitioned and 
i t  is imperative that they be availablo before the FTD can operate 
as an indopendent unit or euccessfully conduct training under the 
proposed expanded program. Follow-up action has been initiated. 

-L ___ .L._ 
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'rhe first clau of fifteen (15) students training IS 
June 1963. and have been assigned to VNAF Helicopter Squad­
ron for upgrade and operational training. Clasa 63B. consht­
ing of thirty (30) students. commenced training 1 July 1963. Due 
to tho lack of qualified inljtructor pUoto and aircraft. only four­
teen (14) students were entered into the Ilight training phase. 

A Mechanics Training Progralll was initiated 1 July 1963 with 
thirty (30) Vietnamese student helicopter mechanics in Class 
63A. Three (3) hours per day of classroom lectures totaling 
one hundred and eighty (180) hours of engineering subjects and 
three (3) hours per day of flight Une practical experience is 
scheduled. Each student is assigned to a crew chief or specia­
Ust and assists with the daUy maintenance of the helicopter. This 
practical appUcation or "laboratory phase" allows each student 
mechanic to learn £irst hand the proper maintenance techniques. 
use of maintenance forms and records. and understand the inner 
workings of the helicopter. This program is closely monitored 
by personnel in Academic Section. AU commentll etemming {rom 
maintenance personnel have been complimentary in nature and ex­
cellent results are anticipated al a relult of thil training. The 
Itudent mechanic displays much elation at the prospect o{ actu­
ally working on miuion aircraft and 11 desirous of proving him­
self to his fUght Une supervisor. 

The shortage of ground support equipment. hand tools. and spare 
aircraft parts is a matter of considerable concern. The FTD hal 
to rely on the VNAF Z 11th Helicopter Squadron for support. As 
an example. two (2) engine speciaUat kits are authaized. with fitty- . , 
eight (58) itema per kit. Only seven (7) items per kit are on hand. 
Fifty-two (5Z) mechanic kitl are authorized. with sixty-one (61) 
items per kit and only four (4) items per kit are on hand. Eight 
(8) mechaniCI tool kits that were brought with the FTD are only 
3510 complete. The required items have been requisitioned and 
it is imperative that they \le available before the FTD can operate 
as an independent unit or successfully conduct training under the 
proposed expanded program. Follow-up action hILI been initiated. 
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A staggorod poraonncl rotation plan i a  in operation end the 
original CA&O of offlcera and airman ora in the procora of 
baing roplaced. A poraonnol roster of tha F T D  i a  Included 
aa Attachmont 1. 

I 
Prsrent plane ore to  continua In-country training until 24 
October 1964. At that Ume the VNRF rhould have adequate 
inatructora to conduct their own training program, and FTD 
917H can be phaoed out. 

I ..................... ____----.-- -. 
L_ - 

, . 
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.lIitU\~IFlED 

A at"glIerod personnel rota.Uon plan i. 111. operation IInu the 
original C:Adre 01 o{{ic:ara a.nd il1rmcn arc in the proc:oa a of 
being repla.c:ed. A per-onnel ro.ter of the FT 0 18 mc:luded a. Atta.c:hment 1. 

Pre un! plan. are to c:ontinuo in-c:ountry training until Z4 
Oc:tober 1964. At tha.t Ume tho VNAF .hould have adequate 
in.truc:tore to conduct their own trainina; proiram. and FTO 
917H can b. phaud out. 

-----~--~---------
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Following is. li.t of FTD 917H Ollicer :Per.onnel: 
Rank Name AFSN 
Lt Col HAMILL JIMMY M s Detachment Commander 

Maj GASE FRANK R • Maintenance O{{ieer . 
Maj GOESSEL FREDZ H JR Operation. O{{iear 
Maj HUGHES WILLIAM A ______ Aead O{{icer and IP 
Capt ANATRELLA LOU~ P ........ ~ In.truetor Pilot 
Capt CARROLL JAMES T JR ____ In.trudor Pilot 
Gapt Ki:KUNA GEORGE: L Instructor Pilot 
Capt KING BYRON W JR Instructor Pilot 

. Capt LINK JOHN A 
Standardization PUot 

Capt MAY EARL H 41-- In.tructor PUot 
Capt MAYO ROBERT .e: 2 Admin Officer and IP 
Capt PRESTON JERRY N di • Instructor PUot 
Capt RENSCH DONALD J InBtruetor Pilot 
I Lt ALMANZAR DONALD H Instructor Pilot 
ILt COODY MARCUS H 

... --- Instructor Pilot 
ILt DEVRIES WILLIAM A Instructor Pilot 
ILt DURHAM FLOYD A Instructor PUot 

t KOERSCHNER FREDE E j Instructor Pilot 
ILt MCKIBBEN JOHN H JR l 2 

, n Instructor Pilot 

UNC1A~S1f1!J 
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Officer Personnel (Con't) 

Rank Name AFSN 
ILt . MICKELSEN RICHARD A ... - ..... Supply Officer and IP 

• lLt SALMANS LARRY D Instructor Pilot 
lLt SCHANNEP ROBERT N & • Instructor Pilot 
lLt SCHILDGEN PAUL R & Instructor Pilot 

\ 
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Following fa a Uat of FTD 911H Enliated Personnel: 

Rank Name AFSN AFSC 
SMSgt ANDERSON JOHN W JR J 43190 
TSgt BRUNII' JOHN M I I 64670 
TSgt CRAV £:NS FRANK £: 

43170 I TSgt GAULDIN BRICE: E JR • 75170 • 
TSgt HELLAND EARL- H & 70Z70 .. 

\ 
TSgt MAURER JACOB JR & 43170 " 

TSgt POOLE BRADDY E 
43170 . SSgt ADAMS JOHN F I • 43150 

SSgt BAKER CHARLES E $ U 43150 
SSgt BALFOUR JOHN H • 2 5 43150 
SSgt BENSON JAMES 0 

A43150 
SSgt BIZZELL WELDON B $ A43150 
SSgt CANNON DON K .J • A43150 

- SSgt CR OSSON LOUIS K 2 2 43Z51 
SSgt DANIEL MYLES E , 

4Z15Z 
SSgt DAVIS FRANK W JR 

A43150 
SSgt DEGAETAl'fO BENNY A 2 A43150 
SSgt EZELL COLBERT .-- A43150 

u! r i" j t\ 'll.HfO ~u~JO ,.J 

Pap" 7 nf I'" 
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Enlisted Perllonnol I (Con't) i 
I 

Rank Name 
, 

! 
SSgt FERGUSON CARL G JR 

, 
SSgt GERTZ STANLEY E 

SSgt HASSMAN DONN M 

SSgt HAWLEY EDWARD E 

SSgt HEATH JAMES A· 

SSllt HICKMAN ROBERT 

SSgt INMAN CLIFTON E 

SSgt KAPLAN JACK 

SSgt KADERKA EDWARD J 

SSgt KILLOUGH WILLIAM B 

SSgt LANGLEY CLIFFORD R 

SSgt LAWLER ROBERT H 

SSgt LEE GLENN H 

. SSgt LEHENBAUER KAY F 

SSgt LONG ROBERT A 

SSgt MAY WALTER H 

SSgt MAXWELL CHARLES C 

SSgt MCFARLAND DON E 

SSgt NELSON RAYMOND L 

SSgt NICHOLSON LEONAR A 

m~ClASSlflED 
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Enllated Per80nnel (Con't) 

Rank Namo I\F5N I\FSC 
SSgt NOVAK , JOSEPH 43Z51 

SSgt RASBERRY CURTIS R --- 70250 

SSgt RUNNINGER ROBERT E ~ 43150 

SSgt SCADDEN VERNON A .--.. 53450 

SSgt SINGEL ROBERT E A43150 

SSgt SMITH DAVID E A43150 

SSgt STEPHENS ROBERT L --. 43150 

SSgt TOMLINSON RICHARD .Ii: A43150 

SSgt WEST LUTHER J JR 30150 

SSgt WILDER CLYDE 2 43150 

SSgt WILSON FRED J 27150 

SSgt WRIGHT EVERETT W 43150 

A1C BOTHWICK FRANKLIN D 43150 

AIC BRANDENBURG RALPH R .-... 43150 

A1C GIPSON ROOSEVELT 42153 

A1C GLADISH WILLIAM R 43150 

A1C HALL RONALD A .-r 43150 

AIC HAYNES LEONARD E ~ 43150 

A1C HAZZARD JOHN H JR i. A43150 
"-

UNCLA~Slnm 
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Enlisted Personnel (Con't) 

Rank Name -
AIC JONES GEORGE A 

AIC KOLBEK ARTHURE H 

AIC LAND RICHARD D 

AIC LOGAN ROB8RT P JR 

AIC NACHBAR CHARLES D 

AIC PAYNE RALPH L 

AIC PUSTORINO JOHN A 

AIC REIDER LAWRENCE G 

AIC SPARKS. GLENN C 

Ale W EILAND CHRIS A JR 

AIC WENDLER DONALD L 

AZC KUENZLI RICHARD L 

AZC OTHON EUGENE G JR 

AZC ROGERS ELWOOD L 

I 
I 
I 

AFSN 

d 5 

.. -_s .... 
£ 

$ 3 

....-. 
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AFSC 

64650 

43150 

A43150 

j A43150 

43150 

4Z350 

43150 

43150 

43150 

43150 

43150 

43150 

43150 

43150 


