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a\,rif~t Cong 

Arrlbush 

·WE 11:\1) JUST come ill 

from ,I fliglll clown south. 
\f;lilltcnancc nl'\\'S were still sen'· 
I( illg the ;\irCT,tJ't ,,'hell we re­
(ci\'(~d word of the ambl1~h. The 
report .<.aid that an ARVN (Army 
RCPld)iic of \'icillam) platoon, 
:Iccoillpanied by an .... \mcrican :tel­
\'isol", hi[d been a III bushed by CO!ll­

IllUllisL VC while ()ll a reSClle mis­

sion into a ll1angrove swamp. 
They quickly retreated 10 an 
ahan(iol1('d outpost arHl GlUed for 
11 (' I ]J. 

The old man immediate]: 
,llcned both "Viper" alld "Ringo" 

William H. Smith 

;(1 JllCc\ pbtoOllS. To geL Ol]t' pb­
IOUll l)jf lhe grollnd as suqJl ,[:, 

jl()')siblc. he h;1(l all perS0J111cl COIl­

cClllr<IIC their clIort~ Oil sen"icing 

Viper's aircraft. 

I recei\'cd permission 10 ri<\e 
\rith Viper control, and \,'e \,'ere 
~()Oll on the W;t,·. Forty-fin.' mill' 

lltes after reQci\'ing the report, \\"c 

were flying OYLr the old outpOSl. 

\Ve found the situation critical. 
The ve \rere within Y.OO Il1ettrs 
(,j Ilw R\'?,\ tro()P~' -1'))(,\ \,'lTC 

pushiJlg h:!nl. and it \,';lS ('\'idclll 
that unless ,,'e could dC!:->licaii) 
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cll:tng'c the situation the men \,'ere 
lmt. 

An .-\ir Force forward controller 
III a TO-ID arrived about the 
same time. He said he had cnille 
to direct the fire of four VNAF 
(.\ir Force, Republic of Vietnam) 

Skyraidcrs who were coming. 
This \\'as a stroke of good luck. 

By ming the Air Force airplane 
as a cumroller, our (olumJ ship 
could ,let as an additional' 'Ull 
ship to give us more firep',. cr. 
""(: imlllediately got him lql~,\ 

hdping us, and we started our 
p:!\{crn of diyitlg alld hitti!lg llle 

<;,. 

.so \' S .. \R\IY ,\VL\TIO:\ DIGEST 
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The sudden onslaught of lead ([wI high explosiv(~.~ 

from the Hueys stopped the VC attack dead 

V(; \\'!ll'lll'\"(T the\' d:ll"ed ltlmT ()! 

fire a weapon. 

The sLHlden onslaught of lead 

<lnd high explosives FroHl the skies 

had its elfcCl on the Vc. Their 

att:tck [Irst faltered and then 

stopped dead. For 30 minutes 'I'e 

held them in check and even 

pushed them back a little. 

But like other aircraft, heli­

roptcr~ C(tll carr~ only :t certain 

\,·eight. This limits the ~lmoullt_ 

of ~llmllllnili()n OJ) hoard. \Vhen 

(ire l1lllst be heavy, as it '\'~lS here, 

;1111Il1l111ilion di~appc~lrs f;I:,r. In ,')(l 

milllltc,~ our I-lucys were empty 

and "'IT bad to go back for more 

ammunition. 

Fortunately we had pu_"hecl the 

VC back far enough tbat tactical 

fighter (Iircraft (oulet operate \\'ith­

OUl endangering friendlY troops, 

\Vc lllrncd oyer the \Ie punching 

game to the rour Skyraiclns, They 

,\"aded- in and kept pressure ap­

plied '\'here it \\'<15 needed. 

Back at the airstrip '\'C hurried 

through an inspection of the heli­

copters while they were being re­

armed and refueled. Fi\'c had re­

ceived seven hits, but these were 

small caliber stuff and did not 

affen flying ability. 

l'wo crew members had re­

ceived minor shrapnel wounds, 

one on his chin and the other on 

his left elbow. \Ve gave them fIrst­

aid <lnd tried to gel them to go [or 

proper medical treatment. Both 

ref used. They laughed at their 

millor -wounds and said they 

wallted to ftnish the mission. 

\ Vhlle we had been hclpi ng the 

;\!..:. \'~ rescue platoon, Ringo h,le! 

gilt ten airborne, They had hem1ccl 

to\\-an1 us, illtending lO relieve llS 

.() \\'c could rcarm, hut on the 

\\':1; they leilrllccl the VC had at­

l,l( keel at two other points. \Vhen 

.... ("!'C pial DUI) ,n" amhushed, 

it.., h()llll' outpost "em out allother 

1)i:t\1)()1l LO tr: to le~Cll(' them. 

Tbi,> platoon in Lurn was ,\Ill­

bushed by the communists, The 

olher attack wa,; ,It the outpost 

iL.'>elf. Tile VC prob,:lbly reasoned 

the OUlpost kId dcpletcd its mall­

l·\O\\·cr so 1111l("h thar it \\'ould be 

:t pushovcr. 
'file Ringo (omm:tlldel" didn't 

make the lllistaKe of dividing his 

'>tl"Cltg-t1\ ill lhree dilfercm areas. 

I\\stead he Jll;lde hi.) ailT!";lft <lvail­

;\blc Illl cli! to the c01l11l1:l\ldcrs of 

lhe Iwsicgnl units and :ltl:tcked 

specific concelltrations a'i re­

qllcstcd, Thi" kept them husy all 

;iI"terno()ll. Bdlll"C the day W:h 

oycr every (l i 1'(-"1":1 ft in b is U 11 i t cx­

l)ClH1cd it.,:>cll' of ammunition ,11 

least fOllr tjlllc~, 

111 ins]>cCLing' Ringo :tircraft, it 

W;lS j"(llllld tltat ('ven' one of thCIll 

kl.d receivcd hits. F()rttlnal(Jl;' 

llonc were serious. One :\n1('1'ic<1 n 

gunllcr ill the Ringo platoon ,,'.1.') 

'.eriollsly woundcd in the right lc~ 

ilild later had to be C\'(lcuatecl to 

lhe United States. 

Aftcr rc;uming and rcfuc1ing 

wc took off again for our besieged 

troops, but before 'we got there 

\I'e learlled thal the cOllllIlunists 

11;)d retreated into the jungle. The 

rOll!" SkYI<lid('r" h;lcl g()llC to tb~ 

howe OIl.tpOSt. to help there. SillCC 

(lUI' friends in the old outpost 

\\'CIT !lO\\' s:tI'c and the Skyraidcrs 

\\"LTe at the hOJlle' outpost, '\'e 

decided to help the <llllhushcd 

(OI1VO\' . 

BUI a radio cdl to the old man, 

\\ho WitS !lying "'ith Ringo, 

(hallged our llli\ld~. The "ilU:ltion 

h:ld Ch:llli-':cd. The 111;\in \'(: thrusl 

\\·a." ,It the hOllle' Olll}!OSL :ll1d the 

Skyr:lidcrs h;l(\ their !t;\llds full. 

He '\"allICd \l~ lO help thvm. He 

and the Ringo plitt()Oll \\'CH __ ' still 

husy hiUing specific !:lrgcts, most­

ly conCClllr;\tioJl~ ol V(: hack in 

thc \\.'om1s, and "Panthcr" (.50 

ca!iher) hclicnptns \\"Cl"C helping 

thc COll\,o)'. 

The CO ;\ Iso gave l.h an inter­

esting 'ipecific ;lssiglllllcnl. Hr' 

said that <l bout is minutes ago 011(' 

or the A-1 E Skyl aiders lnd bcen 

hit and had made a CLl.~h landing 

ill all area infested with com­

munists, He "'<lilted till· helicopter 

J was riding in lO go pick up the 

pilOt. Only j[\"c people were on 

board our aircr,,\ft so \\'c werc the 

f:lI(lClw/inn (If 83 it'Ul/lldcri n I'N troojJS nccoml;{isher/ Ii\' UH·j Bs, A III/:n'ulIl adl.'iwr-S, 

NI'X lIIerl ('File lifrS011nei 
. 
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logjed choicl', fill' uld man said 
\\'C could lake 1\\·0 other helicop­
ters along to ride shotgun. 

\\IC had 11\! Irouble finding the 
dO\I'llcd aireralt. It had landed ill 

,Ill opell field of high grass and 
had not caug)ll fire, But 'I'e saw 
no .'Jig-n of lilt- and at first we 
feared thc pilot to be dead or cap­
lUred by the ve. 

The t.wo 1)1.hcr helicopters 
slartr.:cl orbiting· the wooded areas 
surrounding the clearing, provid­
ing cover and suppressive fLre, If 
anv ve wcre there thev would 
fin~l it unhealthy to fire 'on Us, 

\Ve came III alongside the 
dow lied aircrarl. Its canopy was 
open and the pilot \\·as missing, 
There was a movelllent in the 

).!";;~~ ;1,](l ('I·e:'" I; l',-; 1]'1 ,';1:',1'; 1I11~',\': 

ligillClil:d a ji[(,('. '1 he gr<t'), !)drlt'd 
:!Il<i ,ile pilot ":(),,t1ul), a sl!liie (1I1 

his bcc extending almost from 
ear to car, I Ie \\'ilS llot seriolls]y 
bllrt :111(\ had l)('c11 hiding ill 1""C:1;· 
of the Ve. \'Vc lOok him OJI bO;lrd, 

\Vhen we rejoined OUf platooll 
we found [Ite (llher helicopters 
busy making lil'c miscralJlc for [he 
VC, For the rht of the aftcrnoon 
we occllpil'd ourselves tb.ll '\':1)', 
expending Ollr ammunitio]J and 
fuel supply four times before the 
commullist h;lc! sense en()\lgh to 
retrca t. 

The Panthers made three passes, 
raking the VC "'jth .50 caliher 
bullets, The ve in turn fired a 
few shots at the Panthers alld took 
to the woods as fast as they could. 
;\s thcy did they received fire from 
this direction, too, The I'rienclly 
troops, realizing that they did not 
haye a chance against the attack, 
ers, left the trucks and hid in the 
wooels, They were waililq,,;' for 
their cltallc~ to get back,' The 
Panthers gave it to them. ;\1;1\1Y 
VC got away but clloug-h died to 
makc the allllJllsb a costly \·enLlm:. 

\Vhell the actioll W<I:i filially 
o\'cr and the ve had cr;:n\'ll'd iJ~l('k 

into the s\\·aJ1lps, it was found 
that 32 AR V~' soldiers were kilkd 
defelldin~ d1l'ir coulltry, Eigh1.Y­
three were \\·ounded. \Vc c,·anl­
:lted the 1110re serious. Thrce 
i\mcric\ll <llh·i,>ors \\'cre kilkd :11\d 
fi,·c '\'CIT \\'()unded in actio!l. 

\Ve lost a lo[ of equipme1lt, hll\ 
most of it \\';I:i ;!Clually dt':;[)"(,)cd 
;-\Jld did 110t Ldl into the li;lIld::, 1)f 
the Vc. 

\Vc wcren't able to dClCl"lllillC 
exactly h.ow many of the enemy 
were dead. \Lm)' \\"ere killed hy 
:lircrafl hack ill the \\'OOth ;11\d 

,',\\ .1111iJ';' :\:1(. 

;\1,\·;\ didn· 1\"lIi i.' 
ju,t to COlillt (iL';lll \",. 'I' I 

Llw ve followed their ll.,>u;d j>la, 

t icc of relllO\·in,tr, llLlll\· 01 rlWI 
dea(\ bdorc rctrc;ltillg, 

\Vc e~lirnat('d that :)0 had heell 
hlled. \Ve cOlillted allllu')t lll;li 

Ill:lll\· pools of blood e)) tr:li!·; 
where the bodies haclll('Cll drag-ge, I 
bdn!"e they could 1)12 picked 111) 
:llld carried orr, \Vr. ,t/so estimated 
til;n 80 \vcre \\'O\1JHlcd, Among 
the equipment captured wLrc one 
111:1'dlinegull, t\\'o B,\Rs, two Slllg, 

;tnd four rine!>, Also there were a 
lot of junk weapons made frOlll 
lengths of pipe and hunks o[ lead, 

As usual the old man held all 
;tf[er-anioll critique, He said tll:l! 

;l~ the attacking force the VC had 
[he advantag·c over liS. Ondcr 
normal conditions they could C):> 

plnit this a(\Y;\ll!:lgr. to a sllccess 
ful conclusiol1. Hut the timely in­
tcrvention of ;lircraft had changed 
things, Ever; lime [he ve attacked 
he rcw':licd his l()cation, enablillg 
ll'> to hit him. 

J n hi" official report lllC old 
111:111 :ldvi~cd [hat ,\}{ V~T \lllil.~ 

~h()llid 1l00if; higher hedclqu<tners 
\\·)ICll t.hey ha\'(' COll\'OY lllUVl'­

JIlellts, Tllat \Val' we cOlild he (1)1 

the alert. l\bo he advised that all 
COllVOYS 1JC ('s(oncd by Bird Dog 
:llrcrafl alld [hal arJllcd hclj("(jp­
Ins he s[atiolled within 10 minutes 
n: ing lime of allY CO!l\"C»)" rearh 
[l) i lltl'rCcpt all)' VC g i \"i llg tr{)u bJc. 

Till's Ilfnro/ir '(' is /)(I.\ed Oil 011 

[1/lr:I'-u(li()1I )"(:j)())"t, Tlie article i,\ 
I/lit (I fnctl/al jJo)"/.l"nyal of CIlellls, 

11 is 11'rillcII 10 il/fo)"m Arm)' 117.0/, 
llil·s about tl/(~ p;clI('I"fll tyj)( of 11.1'­

,:"gIlIllClils (I) be ('.\'j)('r/('(/ Oil 1/ 

tlmr ill Viet I/O III. 


