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a Viet Cong

\.Ambush

| 1A JUST come 1o
Drome w ight down south,
Mamtenance crews were stijl serv
wing the aireralt when we re-
ceived word of the ambush, The
report said that an ARVN (Army
Republic of Vietnam)  platoon,
accompanied by an American ad-
visor, had been ambushed by com-
munist VG while on a rescoe mis-
sion Nt 4 mangrove  swamjp.
They quickly retreated o an
ahandoned outpost and called for
help.
The  old  man  immcediately
alerted both “Viper” and "Ringo”
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armed platoons. To get ane pla-
won ol dhe ground as soqn
possible, he had all ]J(fl'snnncl con-
centrate their efforts on servicing
Viper's aireraft,

I received permission to ride
with Viper conuol, and we were
5001 on the wav, Fortv-five min-
utes alter reeeiving the report, we
were {lylng over the old ourpost,
We found the situation critical.
The VG were within 200 roerers
of the RVN woops. They wore
pushing hard, and it was evident
that unless we could drastically
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change the situation the men were
lost.

An Air Torce forward conwrolier
in w TO-1D wrived about the
same time. He said he had come
to direct the fire of four VNATF
(Air Torce, Republic of Vietnam)
Skyraiders who were coming.

This was a stroke of good luck.
By using the Air Force airplane
as 4 conwoller, our contvol ship
could act as an additional © un
ship to give us more frepe. .er.
We o ipunediately got him
helping us, and we started ouar
pattern of diving and hitting the
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The sudden onslaught of e

from the Hueys stopped the VC

v whenever they dared wove o
fire @ weapomn.

The sudden onslaught of lead
and high explosives from the skies
had its elfect on the VG, Their
ateack st faltered  and then
sloppe(l dead. For 30 minutes we
held them in check and even
])ushed them back a little.

But like other aire aft, heli-
coplers an CArTy only a certain
weight. “This timits the amount
of ammunition on hoard. When
fire must be heavy, as it wus here,
anununition disappears [ast. In 30
minutes our ueys werc empty
and we had to go Huack for more
amimunition,

Fortunately we had pmhed the
vV back far enough that ractical
fighter aireraft could operate with-
sul endangering {riendlv (roops.
we turned over the VG pun(:hing
gamne to the four Skyraiders. ‘They
waded in and kept pressure ap-
plied where it was necded.

Back at the airstrip we hurried
chrough an inspection of the heli-
copters while they were being re-
armed and refueted. Five had re-
ceivedl seven hits, but these were
small caliber sruft and did not
affect flying ability.

Two crew members had  re-
ceived minor shrapnel wouncls,
one on his chin and the other on
s left elbow. We gave them first-
aid and tried to get them to go for
proper medical treatinent. Both
relused, They Jaughed at their
HTNOr wounds  and saidd  they
wanted to finish the mission.

While we had been helping the
ALLVN rescue plaioon, Ringo had
gotien airborne. They had headed
oward us, intending o relieve us
v owe could rearny, but cn the
wis they learned the VG had at-
packed at two other puints. When

Eopepve plittoon WS ambushed,

115 home outpost sent out another
phatooi 1o try 1o rescue them.
This platoon inturnm was  am-
bushed by the communists. The
other attack was at the outpost
fsell. The VO I)I‘()h:ilh]}' reasoned
the outpost liadd Llcp}mcd ity man-
power so much that it would be
i pnshm'cr.

The Ringo commander didn't
make the mistake of dividing his
strength in (hree different areas.
Instead he made his aiveraft avail-
Ahle on call o the commanders ol
the besicoed units and attacked
s;pcci[i(: concentragons as e
(\1\1{:5[0(1‘ This kept thom husy atl
alternoon. Belore the day was
over every aireralt in his unit ex-
pcndcd isell ol aminunition  at
least Totr tmes.

In inspecling Ringo aireraft, it
wits found that every one of them
had received  hits. Tovtunately
JIOTIC Were serious. One American
gunner in the Ringo platoon was
ceriously wounded n the right leg
and later had to be evacuated 10
the United States.

After rearming and refucling
we took ofl again for our hesieged
troops, but before we got there

ad and high explosifv(zs

aitack dead

we learned thau the COMIMUNISS
had retreated into the jungle. The
four Skyraiders had gene to the
home outpost Lo help there Since
our friends in the old autpost
were now safe and the Skyrﬂiders
were al the home outpost, we
decided 1o help the ambushed
CONVOV.

But a radio call to the old man,
who was  lyving with  Ringo,
changed our minds. The sitnation
had changed. The train VO thrust
was al the home outpost and the
Skyraiders had their hands full.
He wanied us o help them. e
and the Ringo platoon wert still
busy hitting specific sargets, most-
ly concenlrations of VO hack in
the woods, and cpanther” {50
caliber) helicopters were helping
the conyvoy.

The CO also gave us an iner-
esiing  specific assignment. e
said that about b TMINULES Ago one
of the A-1E Skyiaiders had bheen
hit and had mude a crash landing
in an arca infested with com-
munists. He wanied the helicopter
§ was riding in o go pick up the
pilot. Only five pml)hz were on
board our aircraft so we were the

Foacuation of 83 wounded RVN troops accomplished by UH-1Bs, American aduisors,
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logical choice. The old man said
we could take 1wo other helicop-
ters along to vide shotgun,

We had no rouble finding the
downed aircrale. It had landed in
an open ficld of high grass and
had not caught fire. But we saw
no sign of life and at first we
feared the pilot to be dead or -
tured by the V.

The two  other  helicopters
started orbiting the wooded areas
surrounding the clearing, provid-
ing cover and suppressive fire, I[
any VO were there they would
find it unhealthy to fire on us,

We  came  in alongside  the
downed aircraft. Its canopy was
open and the pilot was missing.
There was a mevement in the

srasy eud overs o es g hinger
ughtened a litte, The grass paried
andd the piiotstood up, a swile on
his face extending almose from
ear to ear, e was not seriously
hure and had heen hiding 1 fear
of the VO, We took him on board,

When we rejoined our platoon
we found (he other helicopters
busy making life miserahile lor the
VC. For the rest of the afternoon
we occupicd ourselves that way,
expending our ammunition and
[uel supply four dmes belore the
communist had sense ennugh to
refreat. -

The Panthers made three passes,
raking the VO with 50 cealiber
bullets. The VC in turn fired a
[ew shots at the Panthers and took
to the woads as fast as they could.
As they did thev received [ire from
this direction, too. The iriendly
troops, realizing that they did not
have a chance against the attack.
ers, left the trucks and hid in the
woads. They were waiting for
their chance o get back, The
Yanthers gave it o them. Many
VG got away but enough died to
make the ambush acostly venore,

When the action was {inally
over and the V( had crawled back
into the swamps, it was found
that 32 ARVN soldiers were killed
defending their counwry. Eighuy-
three were wounded., We evacu-
ated  the more serious. Three
American advisors were killed and
five were wounded in action.

We lost a ot of equipment, hux
most ol it wius actually destroyved
and did not [all inte the hands of
the V.

We weren't able to dewermine
exactly hpw many of the enemy
were dead. Many were killed by
alreraft back in the woods and
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ARVN didn™ wone v go i Lo
just to count dead VO TR

the VC Lollowed their vsual prac
tice of removing many ol the
dead belore retreating.

We estimated that 50 had beon
killed. We counted alimost (has
many pools of Dblood or aails
where the bodies had been dragged
before they could bhe picked up
and carvied off, We also estimated
that 80 were wounded. Amonp
the equipment captured were one
muchinegun, two BARs, two smg,
andd four rifles. Also there were a
lov of junk weapons made from
lengths of pipe and hunks of lead,

As usual the old man held an
alter-action oritique. He said that
as the attacking force the VC had
the advantace over us, Under
normal conditions they could ex-
ploit this advange o a success
ful conciusion. But the tmely in-
tervention of atreraft had changed
things, Evervume the VO attacked
he revealed his location, enabling
us o hit him.

In his official report the old
i advised chat ARVN unis
sinould noufy higher headquariers
when they bave convoy move-
ments. That wav we could be on
the alert. Also he advised that all
convovs be escorted by Bird Dog
aircralt and rhar armed helicop-
ters be stationed within 10 minutes
fiving time of any convoy, reacly
tyintercept any VO giving wrouble.

Tls navrative is boased on oan
after-action veport., The article iy
not a fectual portrayal of events.
Ptisaeritien Lo inform Arviny Aduvia-
fors about fhe geneval type of as-
sigrments Ao Do expected on oa
tony in Fletnan.




