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NE OF THE most demand.

ing combat tasks perfenned
by armed helicopter crews in siip-
port of efforts of the Republic of
Vietam is visual reconnaissance
and target destruction  miissions
within the communise strongholds
in 1he [‘orl)idc'ling jungles and
wastelands. Those armed recon-
nassanee Higtus are necessary 1o
presvent the covmy o dhnsioe

Lieutenant David H. Price

his forces in these rones and to
deny him the privilege of a safe
area, To the fire teams these re.
connaissances soon become o
tine but no less harardous.

Try o imagine yoursclf in the
fire weam leader’s position as vou
read this article. This siary s
trae. Similar evente oy cCoer iy
m  the conhay EXDCTfonees oF
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A-IE bombs VC emplacement concealed
by Heavy fungle. Target marked by
forward controtler.

pilot. Teamwork between services
has grown from haphazard be-
ginnings experienced here o a
highly proficient and  effcctive
fighting team,

Here's the situation, You are an
armecl thicupLe.r fire team leader
whose principal area of operations
Soahe S0 1T Con Ps area around
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Il‘conduct reconnaissance.  You've
dene it before. Ics old hat.

You know the dense jungle cast
of national highway 11 ta he
ominous anc forcboding. You're
required to lead your fire team
into arcas of suspected Viel Cong
concentration trying to see some-
thing, anvibing, to alert you €o
the presence of the enemy. You
know  your job’s nnportant; to

prevent  the  comununist  forces
from massing units sufficient to
knock  over  vital  installatons

aiong route 14,

Song Be. Dong Xoui, Phuoc
Vinh, Ap Bo Lar, Tan Uyen--vou
knnow the Americans there and
you understand their concern.
The dense jungle and abandoned
hamlets of zone D contain VC
unirs of reghmental size, as well us
headquarters and logistics points
to support these units, You're con-
cerned  too. You've heard the
heavy beat of 50 caliber machine-

f’ gun fire directed at your airvcraft;

\ you've heard pilot reports of pink
and white tracers visible even in
daylight rising from the jungle's
foliage.

T'he whole idea seems unnery-
ing as you lead vour firc team
along the edge of zone D to the
staging arca. Upon arrival vou're

met by the senior advisor. Ile in-
dicates he has something different
for you today. You can just bet

AUs something different. 1t’s hard

to believe; it’s always the same
reconnaissance or “scek and kill”
mission.

You grab your map and walk
into the hcadquarlcr§ building.
You're greeted by the rest of the
statt. The order begins: The
enemy situation is causing greater
than average concern. AV hat-
talion 1s thought 0 be moving
into a resupply and rest area 1o
mass tor an attack on one of the
key installations. On this premise
the senior advisor has requested
and received a flight of tour Sk
raider A-IE  fighter-bombers 1o
SUPPOYL your reconnaissance,

Your mission: scek and desiroy
Viet Cong armed helicoprer style,
concentrating primarily on  the
area thought 1o contain the sus-
pected battalion. You'll render-
vous with the A-1LEs airborne at
1400, The U. S. Air Forece forward
atr controlier (FAC) assigned to
this sector will be airborne over
the operational area in his O-1,
You'll ;1Cqui1‘e the targets, the
FAC will approve the use ol the
fighters, and you'll both: direct the
fighters as they sirike.

Man, we are getting somewhere.
You don't mind so much any-
move. Ac last vou have a destruc o)
tion capability to supplement your 7o
own ' veapons systems. You can P
tacklc® Jarger targets now, My a LM82
lle lower than usual, and the
A0 caliber machineguns, if thev
miss vou the first time, won't get
another chance to fire at your air-
craft, You coordinate frequencies
and talk o the FAC about rhe
basic things vou nced (o know,
such as ordnance capabilities of
the fighter-bhombers, airspace re-
sirictions, proper tor
the proper targets, and civilian
areas which must be avoided to
prevent injury to innocents.

Takeoll tme is 1345, Fifteen
minutes from the target area vou
rencezvous et voute  with the
fighters. The TAC briefs the TAC
aireraft on today's mission and
asks the Lghter-bomber command-
o1 what ordnance is aboard.

Target area dead ahead. Heavy
jungle, 1wo or three small clear-
ings. You notice something irreg-
ular in one of the clearings: a
Vier Cong victory garden by a
small stream. Yep, they're here all
vight—but where? You're deter-
minced to check the clearing closer
on your low recon, You pick the

orduance

Your mission: seek and
destroy Viei Cong. armed

helicopter style, concentrat- S 2 & . ;

Ing on area thowght to

contain ..,




"densest :jungle canopy ‘over ‘which ;been muddled 'Someone ]ust left_‘f target area;

_to make your descent to contour. ina hurry.

You know you must

i " get.in and out in a hurry and as

'-..:Another check with the ﬁghters “This calls for another pass—-' soon after the last fighter as time

“They're orb1t1ng overhead in posi-’ with faster airspeed and more eva- - - will allow. The bombs go off and "

tion to answer your call. The FAC sive action, You 1oll in; you're on  you're over
says. he'll keep you in sight. - - - the very edge of the clearing. The the strikes

you plan to stay at least 50 meters.
“to: its edge, not to fly over it. You
‘remember with a smlrkv. how ‘at L

“dently" ‘the:

he' approves the use of the ﬁghter :
- Fixing the; talget w1th “your:m
chmeguns, yout nissue strlke #ins
structions to the ﬁghters simul-

0. ‘bserve

t1tude-shghtly “The ‘targe
erupts w1th g muzzle

and’ report thls new ‘development 2
rom, a d1Eerent dlrectlon Garden . . to the. fighters now inbound. You
area is next; you ‘check th1s close- -get out of the way off to ‘the side, '
Asye to'the g ' close! enough to.observe and

T T as soon as p0351ble after the last
L1 Price is an instructor, Aviation
Armament Division, Dept of Tac-
tics, USAAVNS, I't Rucker, Ala.
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©_ destroyed ‘or: routed
high 1 500 foot paee”over the area

.opy- Hey, there's 2 hootch down

you and your fir _team ‘You' re-

Yout positio L
mform them'to begm their atfa
fighter is off. the target. You're should they observe: whité' smoke'
contour agraln and the last fghter  thrown from either of the fire:
is roliing it. You ¢cie with the team’s aircraft. You know you're -

the target; smoke from

fills the cockpit. At

I—Iustlmg down- to contour, you ! door gunner: -probes the opposite’ 80 90’ knots. you feel as if you're
begin the planned fiight Toute: No . treeline . with : -machinegun - fire, “over the target for a lifetime. Boy,
‘firé received as yét. But you know . ‘Suddenly,’ ‘_"Ralder 22 Teceiving - you ‘could : sure . use" a Mohawk'
they're-in. there.. Clearing ahead; " . auto weapons fire,: 3 o’clock, the - now, Seems to you it would be an
' treelmel" Your wmgman _hes ]ust ideal sh1p for poststnke recons. .
‘ ' You'draw no fire on ‘your re-

conna1ssance ‘and return’ to alti-
.tude] for the: smoke to- clear. Evi

Vxet .Cong have bee
It was:
make - on

‘the’ ‘craters-in’ the ‘ca

anothe nd noth

ardmal rules 0
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lnerabl while: reconning these
craters’*ﬁ

xithat the FAC
’ t of ordnance to

destruction
. Mission.

he will
suapport.

You're low on fuel and recurn
to the siawing area. You feel goodd,
You've wot valuable information
oy e enemy and you've devel-
ope o targer worthy of addition:]
aiv soikes, mavbe even a thoroush

ground operation to verily the re-
sults of the Air Force work,

But most of all you've taken a
giant siep in extending vour re-
connaissance,‘destruction capabil-
ity. The Armyv and Air Force have
developed and executed an out-
standing method of reconnaissance
and instant destruction so vital in
this kind of warfare where the
encmy is extremely elusive and
second 1o none in the execution of

gucrrilla warfare. You've got to

recuuest  additional  air

froed b, s hiinn, and destray him
imunediateiv or he will vanish.

The ccho ol the bombs cun still
he heavd e rho Cchst a5 vou siep
ot of vour aireradn
good

It has been a
been in
suceessful

mission; vou've
volved  in a0 highlv

SRUNK HUNT.




