
--_._--- -------'-_ ... _---------- ____ . __ l_~"_,_·"_ 

A-IE bombs VC emjJ/acemellt co!lcerded» 
by hCilUY jllnglc. Target !liar/len by ., 
forward ron/follcr. 

Skyraider Support 

O :\"E Of THE IlIOSl dCIlland­
ing cOlllbal tasks perrormed 

by ,lrmecI helicopter crews in sup­
port uf cffons of the Republic of 
Vietllam is ':isual ]'('(,()Il!l(!i.~)atlc(' 
and target destruction 1l1issions 
within the CtJllltllUniSl s[rollgholds 
III the forbidding jungles and 
wastclands. Those armed n~con­
!lais~:lncc flif,:it!.') arc ncccs<;;lry to 
pn'\'i'111 the '\I_'lll)' I (';11 1::1 ,.'iJiI,~: 

Lieutenant David H. Price 

his forces in [hese zones and to 
deny him the privilege of a safe 
area. To the firc tcams these re­
conna issanccs soon bccome rou­
tillC hilt 1]0 less hazardous. 

Try to imagine yourself in I be 
lin.: tcam leader's position as you 
read this article. This slory IS 

true. Silllilnr c':ell!': ,!j, j·C, I' r il 

III Ihl' (ond):)!. '"\')("1"11'(" n
l 

,_ 1'( )" :l' I 

pilot. Teamwork between services 
has grown from haphazard be­
ginnings experienced here to a 
highly proficient and c{f('ui\'e 
fighling tcam. 

Hcrc'~ lile situation. You <Irc all 
armed helicopter rire team leader 
whose principal area of operations 

'> 'h,~ ,-1 r ,J C ,J] p~ ,JI'Ca .trollIld 
';) ";' I' ! \\: t" 

, , , , 



recon n<t Issanc:e. You've 
done it before. It's old hat. 

You kno.\\· the dense jungle cast 
of national highway H to he 
ominous and forcboding. You're 
required to lead your fire team 
illto areas of suspccted Vict COllg 
conccntrari())l tryillg to see some­
thing, anyLhing, to alert you to 
the presence of the enemy. You 
kn(n\' your job's important: to 

pr(,YCIH the communist forces 
frolll ma.)sing units sufficient to 
knock oyer vita! installations 
,dong route 14. 

Song Be, Dong XOlli, Phuor 
Vinh, ;\p no La!', Tan Uyen··-you 
kllO\\' thL Americans there and 
)OU unc\erstand their concern. 
The dense jungle and abandoned 
hamlets of zone D contain ve 
lInilS of regimcntal size, as "Til as 
he;lclqnarters and logistics points 
to suppOrt these units. You're con­
cerned too, You\e heard thc 
hea,,)" beat of .50 caliber machine-

,.. gUll fire directed at your <lircraft: 
," )'()l!'\'c heard pilot reports of pink 

and \\'hite t\';lcers \'isible ('\,en in 

dayli:?;ht rising from the jungle's 
foliage. 

The whole idea seems 1Inne\,\'­
ing as you lead your fire team 
along the edge of zone D to the 
staging area. Upon arrival you're 

met by the senior advisor. lIe in­
dicates he ha~ something different 
for) ou today. You can just bet 
it's .~OInethillg different. 11's hard 
to bclieyc; it's always the sallle 
reconllaissance or "seck alld kill" 
!Il1SQOtl. 

YOll grab your lllap alld '\";Ilk 
into the hcadquarter~ bllilding. 
You're greeted I), the re~l of the 
stalf. The order begins: The 
encmy situation is causilw o'['catcr , ,,:" ,,:"> 

thall ;wcrage concern. A \'C: hat­
talion j,,> thought U' be rno\'ing 
into a resupply ane! rest area (0 

mass for all attack on olle of the 
key installations, 011 tllis Pl'Clllise 
the senior ach'isor has requestcd 
a11d recci\'ed a flight of lOin Sky­
raider .-\-lE fighter-bombers to 
support your reconnaissancc. 

Your mission: seek ,lrld destroy 
Viet Cong armed helicopter style, 
concentrating prilllaril) (Jil Ihe 
area tilollglll- to cont;lill tile _~lIS­

peered battalion. You'll rClldez­
\,01lS with the A-IEs airborne at 
1400. The U. S. Air Force fon\'ard 
air controller (F,,\C) assigned to 

this sector will be airborne O\'e1' 
the operational area in his 0-1. 
You'll acquire the targcts, the 
F AC \\'ill appro\'e the use of thc 
fighters, <Ind you'll both direct the 
fighters as they strike. 

Your mission: seek and 

destro), Viet Congo IIl'IIled 

helic()j!ter style, ((iIlUlltmt· 

IIlg Oil area t!zm/.ght to 

contnin ... 

__ -1-___ _ 

It :Is l!m~ 

i\Llll, ,,'C' are getting somewhere. 
1'011 cloJl't mind so much any­
lllore. i\t last you ha\'e a destruc­
tion capability to supplement 
own \ "eapons systems. You can 
tacklt \- brgcr targets now, By a 
littie lower than llSt1al, awl lhe 
,;')0 caliber 11lachillcguns, jf the: 
miss YOli the first time, '\'C)Il't gel 
anoth(,r chance to fire at your air­
craft. You coordinate rrc~lllenri('s 
<l1lc! talk to the F.-\C ahout the 
/);Isic things you need to kn(m', 
~llch (l~ ordnance capahiliti('~ of 
the fighter-hombers. airsp;-Ice n> 
<;Irininns, proper ordnallce lor 
the proper t:l.rgcts. and civilian 
areas \rhich ll1ust be 3\'oic1ed to 

pren:llt injury to innoccnt~, 

T:l.kcoff time is UH5. Fifteen 
minutes 1'1'0111 the target area ~·ou 
rCllcicz\'ollS Cll route with the 
fighters. The F.\C briefs the TAe 
aircraft 011 today's mission and 
asks the righler-bomber COllllll<llld· 
c}' what ordnance is aboard. 

Target area dead ahead. Hea\'y 
jung'lc, tWO or three small clear­
illgs. You Ilotice something irreg­
ular in one of the clearings: a 
Viet C;ollg victory gardcn by a 
small stream, Yep, they're here all 
right-but where? You're cleter" 
mined to check the clearing closer 
on your la-w recon. You pick the 



'dens'est'j';nglecaiiopy' overwhich( beenmuddied~S?meone just ,left target area. You know you must 
to'make your descent to contour. in a hurry. -~' '~: '~: :"' . ': get in and out in 'a hurry and as 

'. Another check with the fighters. . This. calIs fo! another pass-- soon after the last fighter as time 
.. They're orbiting overhead in posi. with faster airspeed and more eva· will aiiow. The bombs go off and' 

ti.on to answer your call. The FAC sive action.~You roll in; you're on you're over the target; smoke from 
.1sayshe:lLkeep ']ouin sight, ' ." the very edge of the clearing. The the strikes fills the cockpit. At 

. ",,"',""Hustlingdown·to contour. you·doorgllnner. probes the opposite· 80-90' knots you feel as if you're . 

. 'begin the planned flight route. No treeline with machinegun fire. over the targetfor a lifeiime.Boy,:_.. 
'. fire rediived asyei. But you know Suddenly,' "Raider· 22 receiving you could sure use a Mohawk:' ) 

th"y'rein there. Clearing ahead; auto weapons fire, 3 .o·clock, the now. Seems to you it 'would be an ". 
you.pl:into stay at least 50 meters treeline'" Your'willgman.has just ideal ship for poststrike recons. ". 

:.toits edge, not to over it. You' been shoUlt.· . . '. ' You 'draw no fire on your re" 
with a· Well, now yclu·know. The Air " and return to altic. . 

~\. F.orce. jockeys .. !or positioIl.;T. he . smok~ to clear. Evi.;;; 
.withlin :'winginan!'has ;'marked'thg'area . C6nghave. been Wi' 

.' with smoke; You 'Call the FAC and • ~:~:~~~:~~ 'It wasa~ 
.. heapproves thetlSe of the fighter~; '1 "r;l .. e ...... UU.,ula •. e 

Fi"ing the. target with your ma, .' 
; 'chineguris,'.-:' yoU ,<,issue _:~,s'trike-~Jin< 
strtlctions to the fighterssimul . 

. a; taneouslY:You've increase4;ybur ". ~.ti1:~;:!~;:~~'~~:J~~r::~~~~1i~ .t;i,;r!h~i\;r:; ;i,t·{~ni"'''.i;''',,.J to ';·altitude· slighdy:.Thetafge~~area i,' 

.'1 hl~:i,2fii;K; . ,. 'I suddenly", • Wit~~hf'\;~' ~!?~;:;;\~,,~'~~'lrI~":~~~~;~~ii~~~ti 

as soon as possll)!e 
fighter is 

thrown of the fire 
Lt p'ace is an instructor, Aviation 
Armament Division; Dept of Tac­
tics, USAAVNS, 1't Rucker. Ala. 

contonr ag'alTI and t11( hst ftghter 
is r()l:in,g il, Y"u (,c;e vi!'.l the team's aircraft. You know you're· ~.' 

, 
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these 
the 

):'C'U':"~I)OI·PL!I:th:LS. On a second 

l!:f~~:i~~~~'~ri~fi~;~' a;r~:ea with col-describing 
to be de­

target area. 
~ to analyze this 

if the 
do this job. 

the FAC 
ordnance to 

.. the fighters, as 
~11:iit:ic'LI factor now 

such a large 
destructiOll 

_ mission. 

he will request additional :llr 

SllPPllrt. 

YIIU'l"l ]c1\1' on fuel and return 
to the '1:1'!;ing' area. You feel go()d. 
Yc'!! \'(' :~'I)( \alllable informalioll 
01; \ 'II' enemy and you've dC\TI­

O]ll ,I r;lrgCI "'orthy of adclirioIl:t! 
air .~II ~ll:,~, maybe even a thor()u,~11 

ground ('peration to verify the IT­
SllltS or the Air Force work. 

But most of all you've taken a 
giant "Ie)) in extending your rt.'­

conll;1 i,sance/destruction capabil­
ity. The Ann\' and Air Force ha\"C 
deyelopn\ and executed an out­
standing method of reconnaissance 
and imtant destruction so vital in 
this Killd of \-\'arfare where the 
enclll: is cxtremely elusive and 
second to none in the execution of 
guerrilla warfare. You've got to 

J!llti hilll, Ji.\: hill!, ~ll1d dCSllll)' him 
iIllllIl'dialch- or Ile \1 ill \';ll1ic>h. 

The ccho n)" 11Il: bombs C;lll still 
he hClrd 10 rhl' V:l.q as \1>[1 :.tep 
Iltll I,J ;(lU), ;lilCI;lit. II ha~ i)('cn a 

,!!;ood rni:-.,ion: \,ou'\,c been 
\'ol\"Cd III ;1 hi,~hh 
'lj~l ,"\1( IlL\'- r. 
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