
-- ~-r .. ----------------.-----.... -.. -----------.--

, THE BAllAD Of PUSTOff 

lilten fellow soldier I've a story to tell 
About I 11111 unit thlts doln' lighty w.ll 
They fly a Hu.y with big red Ilpi 
They call thel DUSTOFF Mad Evec Ships 

Refrainl 
Fly-in' cra-zy pat-terns thru shot and Ihell. .. 
(fly-in' like hell thru shot and shell ... 1 

They've got a big job - its help-in' you 
[f you caught a bullet or caught thl flu 
Look up high for the big red cross 
They'[l be there - they fly at any COlt 

Refrain 

Chorusl 
Wert a man lust fly in a war torn land. 
To give a bud-dy a hllp-in' hand. 
But WI got-ta keep fly-in' - Ne can't sit still 
[f DUSTOFF don't a.t hil - then Charlie will •• 

The troop I went out on a search and kill. 
Thrul Iteal-in' jun-gle - a-gainst their Nill, 
But they were as-lured - that up in they sky, 
Was a led e-vac chop-per right clole by 

Rafrain 

Now DUSTOFF wlnt in - and they brought hil out, 
And they savld hi! lift - there ain't no doubt 
This lan'll get hale - he'l paid the price, 
DUSTOFF picked hil up aut-ta the rica ••• 

Refrain-Chorus 

Our kind-a of fly-in' - ain't no fun, 
DUSTOFF Chopper I - ain't got no gunl, 
But now and then a IIdic will say, 
A la-chine gun would jUlt get in the way •• 

Refrain 

Wla-ther tries to stoo UI and Chlrile too, 
But all our crewl are tried and true. 
Any dlY or night, wI'11 always fly, 
Just throw Slake - and w.'11 id.ntify •• 

R.frain-Choru! 

The greln berlt WII at his be.t, 
Hi! ledall shona upon his chest, 
He cut hil thulb on a C ration can, 
An urget call and we eVlc'ed the lin. 

Refrlin-Charus 

In thl liddle of tha night we got a call, 
A Gr.en Barlt in the jungle tall, 
HI junPI an thl chap-plr Ind Itlrh to brig, 
R'Ro'>!Il:~lrl Ind an AWOL bag. 

Refrain-chorul 

W. got a littll carl-leis - thought it WII a brelZI 
Till Char-lie set ClaY-lorel in thl trlel, 
Then on ap-proach - therl wal Ihrlpnll likl hill 
A mine went off and it hit UI in thl tail ••• 

. Refrain 

The .Idics WI have are brave and trul, 
thev flce hails of bullets that run then thru, 
Yat sale desk soldier callad an ADJ' 
Won't award thf guy a COlbat M.dic Badge. 

Refrain 
Chorus 

Thl Genfral called for our first tea. 
Saigon answfred who do you lean, 
Scuse' Ie Saigon, 1 want the best, 
The 254th has alwaYI led the rest ••• 

Refrain 

DUSTOFF went out on an urgent call 
The clouds wire low and thl rain did fall, 
The gun I went along to give thel a lick, 
The unit wouldn't wait and he died on a slick. 

Refrain 
Chorus 

All our pilots - just ordinary len 
With a mission in mind and dltfrl6tned to win, 
We find nON and then thev lust give their life, 
in an attelPt to and this strife 

Refrain 

You don't heir our neNI on the radio, 
So 10lt folks will never know, 
If thfir Ian COlli hal. with a Purale Heart, 
Stead of under a flag - Ne did our part. 

Refrain 
Chorus 

The Ballad Of DUSTOFF Nas the idla of the CD of the 254th Hed Detachlent 
(Helicopter Albulancel, Mljar Jalll B. Fisher. The tune selection, chorus, 
refrain and initial six versel Nlre written by 254th unit guitarist, Cpt 
Herb Hiistead, aSlisted by Cpt Joann. C Dinge, a nurse fro. the 93rd Evac 
HOIO" The eight re.aining versel were Nritten by Mljar Filher. This trio 
Nith the ani stance fro. other unit officers polished and arranged the 
verlt ••• the tune il thlt of the EVER§AlDES written b. Harlan Howard and 
popularized by thl Kinglton Trio. 
The intent of this sang Nil to applaud thl actionl of a 11111 brave group 
~ non-colbatants who art contributing gr .. tly to thl larall Ind llfllaving 
of our country's outstanding fighting farcll.DUSTOFF WII an orglnal cadi 
nail givln thl 57th Mid Dlt (HAl, thl first to arrivi In Yiltnal. This cod. 
nail hal rtllinld an unclallifiel/plrl.nlnt clillign for all hilicoptir 
Mid Em unib in Viltnll. This ballad II writtln frol If .. of th. actual 
hapPlnings of thl 254th MED DEt (HAI,APO 96491, locatld at long Binh, 
Yiltnal during thl firlt Ilx lonthl of its oplratian in th. Y.I,. 1966 •. 
(above dahd 19661 ... 


