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GWE HAVE a bunch of wounded men out ‘
' heve,” the sergeant shouted, “Send for -
the hospitall” . Lol

“You mean send them to the hospital,
don’t you Sarg?” a radio operator answered,

“No, dammif! I said send FOR the hos-
pitall The flying crane, private!  The flying
crane!” e .
" Yn minutes after tlie'scr;iéai-jt' héd rhade
his message clear, a completaly equipped
aperating room in @ self-contained pod was
aithorne rnd winging toward the front Jines
in Vietnam where seviously wmmded!.»\mg:i,
can Groops lay on the verge of death.; . <! *H

Bringing the hospital to the' patient. is
one of the newcst life-saving-: technigues '
developed in. the Vietnom war and an u?-
eration. that would never have been possihle
without the “Hying crane” of . which. the
sergeant spoke. © . ! . ‘ o !

The CH-54 "‘Fl'yirig Crane™ | helicopters:
of the 478th Avintion Co. here can-lift up to: g
18,000 pounds, . :

The great spraddled legs of the monatroud

)
|
flying machine cradle a giant hospital po L
next to the helly of the chopper and. it flies - ﬁ
awny as easily as a wasp carrying materials, ii
for a nest. v

The 1st Cav. Div. here has one pod
equipped a8 en nperating room and iwn i
equipped 8s Division Tactical - Oporations '
Clenters. When the division has to move its §
forward command post, the chopper eesily !
doey the job. S o b

When the chopper sets down with a hog- - L
pital or commend post, all that ramaing i9 . | Y
o install a gonerator, start it, turn on the: ' E

i

lights, and get on with the job -of running
the war and saving lives. [
Recently, the VC hed an American, force
pinned down in a dense jungle area. The only
solution was to get a 165mm artillery pisce’
on & nearby mountain top for a five hase
to clear the area—nn jmpossible feat in the i
tervain, : : 0
Tmpossible in other wats, but the piece
was mounted between the lege of the F ying
Cyane and within an hour the weapon was
souting the enemy. . -
Like the old Army_ mule, the CH-54 s
robably the ugliest thing in the military 1
Jnventory. e : A
And just as valuahla, R

i Co Wi g below, the hn;r;e “Flying Urane” 18 aichoene (aiuve], trammpovie
4. jug a command post: to base camp for maintenance from the 1st Air Cav'a forward position. At

.- Au Khe, the misslon ls accomplished (below). The “Crane” can also lift a fully-equipped hospital
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