
"etters to GIs Travel a Hartl, long ·Route 
ftIGY. SGT. J,T .• 'RYE across the 1I00,th I'dges ot Nebraska and 

Iowa, down the Mississippi 10 the llol'lh 
boundary of Tennessee, on across North 
Carolina to the Ead Coast. 

Seattle's outflow goes 10 Tokyo by 
Northwe,~t, and here there can be·a delay 
in Inmshipping via Pan Am to the All' 
I,'ol'ce facilities at Saigon, Cam Ranh and 
Da NImg, 

Ranh to II COI'PS; and Saigon dlstrlbute~ 
for III and IV Corpy. Mail travels In· 
country by the fastest possIble -convey· 
once-land, all' or water, Only combat 
essentials have higher priority, 

5&S Stoll CorreipOndtnt 

J_J1~.I~O" -: The mall must get through, 
oftlln Ihan not, but the 
the U.S. military po~t- At the Iwo pees, mail is sorted and 

bagged according to the ultimate APO 
or FPO destination and is un it's way 
according to priOl'Uy: ]lumbel' 1, regis­
tered, airmail, and ah- Ill\I'CcJ Ilost; 2, 
military ordinary mail (MOM); 3, 1st 
Class; 4, space available (SAM) and pal', 
eel airlift (PAL); and 5, parcel post. 

The first three prlm'IUes at'e l'ouled 
overseas by air, and when airlift space 
is available, the fourth, However, SAM 
and PAL pal'eels can be downgraded, In 
January a 150,ton backlog necessitated 
moving SAM and PAL by ship, Pal'cel 
post i.'S routed via surface tnm~portation, 

In three to six hours the mall Is sort· 
ed, bagged and loaded in "igloos," plastic 
containers shaped to the ail'cruft. Each 
igloo carries 3,000·6,000 pound~ and a PHn 
Amelican 707 call carry 13 igloos - or 
78,000 Ilound~, 

At least one Pan Am flight per day 
leaves f!'Om San Francisco dlrcct to Sai· 
gon, Cam Ranh and Da Nang, 

SAM and PAL pal'cels come ont of 
San Francisco via Pan American direct 
to Da Nang, Cam Ranh Bay and Saigon, 
Howeve!', when the volume of such par­
cels exceed Pan American all'llft capabi­
lity, the parcels come into Vietnam on 
mllltm'y airlift command contract flights, 

All surface or sealift mall leaves from 
San Francisco and enters Vie t n a m 
through Army's 38th' Base Post Office, 
Saigon, or 39th In Cam Ranh or III Ma­
rine Amphibious Force Postal Concentra­
tion Center at Da Nang, During the pe­
rIod January thrll April 1968, 6,473 tons 
of mail, wel'e transported via Htlrrace 
means to Vietnam ns compared to 12,936 
tons via airlift. 

Fl'om tlirllft and 5callft processIng 
centers, mail bags nre put onto pallets 
and moved to some 100 military post of­
fices located throughout the country; 
from Da Nang to I Corps; fl'om Cam 

An average of 0,000 tons of mall come 
Into the post offices eve!'y month, The 
hIgh was 13U! tons during last Decembel' 
Christmas rush. About 2,000 tons go out 
each month, 

Overall staff coordInation on postal 
, mattei's is handled by Air Force Lt. Col. 

John R, Mancus, chief, Staff Postal Dlv,. 
Office 01 the Adjutant General, Headquar­
ters, MACV, Tan Son Nhut. 

Not Including unit mail clerks, 1,840 
postal personnel work the' mail, sell about 
$700,000 worth {)I stamps a month, ,and 
transact as much as $34 million a month 
In money order business, 

Now, If you still think your mall 18 
sl~, you might advise your correspond· 
ents that 6'cent, plain envelope mail may 
not move across the U.S. by all'. You 
could also check' your locator card at 

, your local unit mail room, serving mili­
tary post olfice, and serving postal direc­
tory tor Inaccuracies, 

Clear Reds Can't 
Win War: Thieu 

SAIGON (UPI) - President Ing -number of their cadre and 
Nguyen Van Thieu of South troops realize the fUtility of 
Vietnam said it is now "absa· their aggression," he said. 
hltl!ly clear the Communists can He, added. however, "Even a 
nllver win" the Vietnam wal'. weakened enemy can do great 

"The aggressors have been harm It he dllcides to direct all 
seriously weakened by our reo his military efforts toward poll­
sponse to their attacks," Thleu tical, and psychological gains. 
told diplomats at a presidential "Thus, during the Tet holiday, 
palace l'eCllption. the Communists callously vlolat-

Thieu said a "new and very ed the tmce they had proposed 
encouraging development" in to launch reckless at t a c k s 
the wal' was that an Increasing agaln,~t Saigon and other popu­
number of Viet CUllg were dc- lallon centcl'S, 
fecting to the govel'llmcnt side "They suffered in these at· 
_ some of tllem coming over tacks s tag gel' I n g casualties 
as whole unlls, Among thllm which arc not easy for them to ."" 
were high I'anklng officers, he replace, But at the same 'time, 
said. they have caused widespread 

The South Vietnamese presl- des t I' U c t I 0 It and casual­
dent said this could "be""Symp. ties among the population, and 
tomatlc of a new tUI'll In the made hundreds 01 thousands of 
war, provided we maintain OUl' people homeless," 

th " Speaking at the same recep-
pl'essure against c enemy, "A_ 1''''''10'" Minister Trun 

'I'he South Vietnamese presi­
dent spoke on the occasion of 
"International Aid Day" In ho­
nor at the countdes providing 
aid and assistance to South Viet· ~·IJVu-,u. ____ " 
nom. receiving. 

Thiel! said the Viet Cong ,have _~ ___ _ 

eration, has been adolJted by the Special Forces 
detachment til nang Bu Tilln, neur Cam Rauh 
Bay. (USA) 

"suffered a serious shm'lage of 
manpowel' both In l'epairing 
)niHtary Installations destroyed 
by our ah' powe!' and In replac­
ing the heavy casualties their 
tl'OOpS suffered in aggression 
against Soulh Vietnam." 

"More ilnportnnt, an Increas-

U.S. Copter 
'Saves' NVA 

CHU LAT, Vietnam (Special) 
_ A Huey helicopter pllot sup­
porting Americal DIv. 's 19tith 
Int, Bl'lgade went after what 
was l'eported to be l\ downed 
American jet pilot, but came 
back with a North Vietnamese 
Army soldle!' instead. 

System Will Spare AF Pilots 
2nd Southeast Asia Tours 

S&S WG$hlnlllon aurea~ 

WASHINGTON - The Alt' 
Force has announced a new 
long·range progl'am, called Pal­
ace Cobra, to centralize the 
systematic wlthdl'awal of pilots 
from U.S, commands for South­
east Asia duty, This is being 
done, the Air Force said, to de· 
lay Involuntary second South· 
east Asia tours as long as pos· 
sible, 

Second tOUl'S for some tactl· 
cal fightcr and helicoptel' pilots 
would be l'equh'ed by the end 
of the yeal' without Palace Co­
bra but now, the All' Force, 
says they arc not anticipated 
before 1070 if at all, 

Each Stateside command has 
been told to identify a specific 
number 01 pilots cliglble, ba~ed 

on qualificatIons and tho com­
mand's portion of the total eligi­
ble fOl' Southeast Asia assign­
ment undel' the new Palace Co­
bl'3 system, Thoso Identified 
will equal the known withdraw­
nls expected in each U,S, com' 
mand durIng a one·year period, 

An estimated 3,000 are to re­
ceive the Palace Cobra Iden. 
tification, and then go Into a 
fI'Cl'~1.! ~tHtus, accol'dlng to their 
eligibility order for Souilltlast 
Asia duty, 

When a Palace Cobra pilot 
leaves 101' Vietnam or Thailand 

celved Its monthly and annual 
programmed withdrawal sched­
ule and the identification pro­
cess is now under way, First 
Palace Cobra pilots should re­
ceIve word some time next 
month, 

After the Identification Pl'O­
cess is completed each month, 
U,S, commands will select a 
Npeclfic numbe!' of pilots to fill 
P a I a e e Cobra requirements. 
This will take place about four 
to seven months before the 
month they arc requh'ed, Pilots 
at the same time will be ad­

or becomes Ineligible lor as- vised they have been, reported 
slgnment for, one reason or an- _ -to tho All' Force for assignment 
other, he Will be Immedlatoly and thel'ofore have as much as 
replaced in a !I'~eze slalus by 18 months notice of pending 
another pliot eligible to go. combat duty, They now have a 

Each U,S, command has reo lead time of about /iix months. 

WO Kenneth W, Johnson 01 
Webster City, Iowa, was flying 
a I'esupply and mcdevac mission " 
for a battalion ,of the .,196th 
which was under fire five miles 
nOl'th of Dong IIa. , 

An ARVN outpost In the area 
of where an Jo'4 jet wont down 
reported spotting the pllot wand­
ering in a rice paddy, 

"I picked up the mellsage and 
went down to take a look," said 
the 174th Aviation Co, pilot, "I 
spotted him and also thought he 
was the pilot." 

"We wel'e about 100 yards 
tram him when he suddenly 
threw up both hands amI I l'eal­
Ized he was an NVA," The Huey 
picked up the NVA and took 
him to the 31'd Bn" 21st Inf.. 
command post. " 

The pilot was later picked up 
by another ail'cI'aft. 
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