By MGY. 5GT. J.,T. FRYE
, 3L5 Stald Correspondent
¥, BAIGON — The mail must get through,
atd it does more .often thaa not, but the
preblems faced by tha U.S. military post-
al system in Vietnam are awesome,
 The system scrves a iramsient popu-
latlon with short stays in any one place,
“Conditions ave not the most pleasant and
the mail must travel at least 7,500 mlles,
:Here's huow the system works:
Back in good old HNomestead, U.S.A.,
6m or sweetheart posts g letter, card
<lior tape to our hero. It is processed local-
jitdy and moved to a larger city's postal
Meactlvity, It air mail, It may go by one
of the smaller feeder airlines,
.i!‘me, say St. Louls or Buffalo, then,
all Far East APO or FPO mail is sent
thy air, reil, or truck to the Postal Con-
" eentration Center (PCC) at Seattle or Sun
il Franclsco, .

i Seallle gets the flow from the so called
rmorthern tier of states and San Francisco
ltrom the southern tier. The line runs enst
\'across the map from the Callfornia.Ne-
vada-Ulah northern boundaries, up the
west, nerth, and east sides of Wyoming,

across the north edges of Nebraska and
Towa, down the Mississippi to the novth
boundary of Tennessce, on across North
Carolina to the East Coast,

At the two PCCs, mail is sorted and
bagged according to the ultimate APO
or FPO destination and is en it's way
accerding to priovity: number 1, regis-
tered, airmail, and aiv parcel post; 2,
nilltary ordinary mail (MOM); 3, 1st
Class; 4, space availuble (SAM) and par-
cel airlift (PAL); and 5, parcel post.

The first three priorities are routed
overseas by air, and when elrlift space
is mvailablo, the fourth, However, SAM
and PAL parcels ¢an be downgraded. In
Janupry & 150-ton backlog nvcessitated
nioving SAM and PAL by ship. Parcel
post is routed via surface transportation.

In three to six hours the mall s sort-
ed, bagged and loaded in “igloos,” plastic
containers shoped to the aireraft. Each
igloo carries 3,000-8,000 pounds and a Pan
American 707 can carry 13 iglaos — or
78,000 pounds,

At lenst one Pan Am flight per day
leaves from San Francisco divect to Sai-
gon, Cam Ravh and Da Nang.

Seattle’s outflow goes fo Tokyo by
Northwest, and here Lhere can he.a delay
in transhipping via Pan Am to the Alr
Force facilities at Saigon, Cam Ranh and
Da Nang.

SAM and PAL parcels enme out of
San Francisco via Pan American direct

to Da Nang, Cam Ranh Bay and Saigon. -

However, when the volume of such par-
cels exceed Pan Ametican alrfift capubi-
tity, the parcels come into Vietnam on
military airlift command contract flights,

Al surface or seallft mail leaves from
San Francisco and enters Vietnam
through Army’s 98th’ Base Post Office,
Saigon, or 30th In Cam Ranh or III Ma-
rine Amphibious Force Postal Concentra-
tion Center at Pa Nang, During the pe-
riod January thru April 1968, 6,473 tons
of mail were transported via sarfoce
meons lo Vietnam ns compared to 12,936
tons vle airlift,

From aitlift and seallft processing

centers, mail bags are pul onto paltels

and moved lo some 100 milliary post of-
fices located throughout the country;

etters to Gls Travel a Hard, Long Route

Ranh io IT Corps; and Salgon distributes
for IIl and IV Corps, Mail travels in- |
country by the fastest possible convey- |
once—land, air or water. Only combat ;
essentials have higher priority, |

An average of 8,000 tons of mall come
Into the post offices every month, The |
high was 13%4 tons during last Decemler

. Christmas rush., About 2,000 tons go out
each month,

Oversll staff coordination on postal

- matters is handled by Alr Force Lt. Col,

" John It, Mancus, chief, Staff Postal Div,,
Office of the Adjutant Generat, Headquar-
ters, MACV, Tan Son Nhut,

Not Including unit mail clerks, 1,840
postal personne] work the mail, sell about
$700,000 worth of stamps a month, .and
transact as much as $34 miltien & month
in money order business. .

Now, If you still think your mail iz
slolw. you might advise your correspond-
enis that 6-cent, plain envelope mall may
not move across the U.S. by air, You
could also check' your locator card at

- yout local unit mail room, serving mili-
tary post office, and serving postal direc-

from Da Nang to I Corps; from Cam tory for inaccuracies,
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i ‘Trole Is

* We thought all those-“pui a
died

out, ut Sgt. 1., Jack R, Stecre, of Fayelle.
{¥Hle, N.C., apparently has ene more. Clyde, the
tiger, one of {hree cubs found during m comhat op-

He Will Grow

tiger* gags had

Day.

, and Grow

eratlon, hos been adopted by the Special Forces
detachinent of Dong Ba Thin, neur Cum Ranh

(USA)

SAIGON (UPI) — . President
Nguyen Van Thieu of South
Vietnam said it is now “abso-
Iulely clear the Communists can
never win'' the Vietnam war,

*'The aggressors hove bcen
seriously weakened by our re-
sponse to their aftacks,"” Thicu
told diplomats at a presidential
palace reception,

Thien said a “new and very
encouraging development” in
the war was that an Incrensing
humber of Viet Cuug were de-
. fecting fo the governmcent side
— some of them coming over
az whole units, Among them
were high ranking officers, he
said,

The South Vietnamese presi-
dent sald this could “besymp-
tomatic of a new turn in the
war, provided we maintaln our
pressure agoinst the enemy.”

The South Vietnamese presi-

- dent spoke on the occasion of

nam.

Thieu snid the Viet Cong have
“suffered a serious shortage of
manpower both In  vepairing
military Installations destroyed
hy our aiv power and in repiae-
ing the hcuvy casoalties their
lwoops suffered in  aggression
against South Vielnam,”

“More importont, an Increas-
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${HONOLULU (AP) — Lt. Gen,
Claire B, Hutchin Jr,, chief of
htalt. of the Pacific Cominand,
ook 16sue with those whe main-
dnin the Victnam war has come
. & stalemate,
outh  Vietnam s 'meking
Wprogress on all fronts — mili-
Aary, political and economic,™
Hutchln said. “We ave winning
lowly and steadily. Our nation-
| fnterests require that wo con.
fawo to do so.”
tiHis remarks were in a speech

.(he. Western Conference of
ndependent Telephone Associa-
tions, '
; If the Southeast Asian main-
and wore ta fall to the Com-
phinlsts, Hutchin said, “an in-
creasingly powerful and con-
dent Communist China would
be able to exert mouniing pres-
ura on Indonesia, the Philip-
ueg', Korea, Taiwan and Ja-
o : !

System Wil Spare AF Pilots

2nd Southeast Asia Tours

345 Washinglon Aureau

WASHINGTON ~- The Air
Force hos announced a new
long-renge program, catled Pal-
ace Cobra, to centralize the
systemalic withdvawal of pilots
from T.5, commands for South-
east Asin duty, This is being
done, the Air Force said, to de-
luy Involuntary sccond South.
east Asia tours as long as pos-
sile,

Second tours for some tacti-
cal fighter and helicopter pilots
would be required by the end
of the year without Palace Co-
bra bui now, the Alr Force,
. Says they are not anticipated
before 1970 if at all.

Each Stateside command has
been told o identify a specific
number of piluts eligible, based

on quailfications and the com-
mand’s portion of the tofal cligi-
ble for Southeast Asia assign.
ment under the new Palace Co-
bra system. Those identlfied
will equal the known withdraw-

als cxpected in each U.S. com-

mand during a oue-year period.

An cstimated 3,000 are fo re-
ccive tho Palace Cobra iden-
tification, and then go Inio a
Treeze status, according to their
eligibility ovder for Soulheast
Asia duty. .

When a Palace Cobra pilot
Teaves for Vietnam or Theiland
or becomes Inciigible for as.
signment for one veason or ans
olther, he will be immedlately
replaced In a freeze stalus by
anoiher pllot eligible to yo,

Eoech 1.5, command has ré-

ceived its monthly and annual
programmed withdrawal sched-
ule and the identification pro-
cess i8 now under way. First
Palace Cobra pilots should re-
celve word some time next
month,

Afler the identlification pro-
cess is completed esch month,
U.S, commands will select a
specific number of pilots to flil
Palace Cobra reqairements,
This will take place about four
to seven months before ihe
month they aro required. Pilots
at the same time will be ad-
vised they have been reported

- +o the Alr Force for assignment
and therefore have as much as
18 months notice of pending
combat duty, They now have a
lead time of about six months,

“International Aid Day” in ho-;
nor of the couniries providing

nid and assistance to South Viet- .. A S

Clear Reds Can't
Win War: Thieu

‘ng number of thelr éadre and
troops realize the . futililty of
thelr aggresston,” he said.

He added, however, “Even a
weakened enemy can do great
harm it he decides Lo direct all
his military cflovts toward poli-
tlcal .and psychological gains.

“Thus, during the Tet holiday,
the Communists callously violat-
ed the truce they had proposed
lo launch reckless attacks
agalnst Saigon and other popu-
lation centers,

-“They suffered in these at-
facks staggering cosualties
which are not cesy for them fn ...
replace, But at the same time,
they have - caused widespread
destructlon and. casual-
ties among the population, and
made hundreds of thousands of
people homeless.”” .

Speaking at the same recep-
“a= Waraivn  Minister Tran

receiving.

us. Cdpter

“Saves’ NVA

CHU LAI, Vietnam (Spectal)
~= A Huey helicopter pilot sup-
porting Americal Div.'s 186th
Inf. Brigade went after what
wag reporied to be a downed
American  jet pilot, but came
back with a North Vieinamese
Army soldler instead.

WO Kenneth W, Johnson of
Webster City, Iowa, was flying
a resupply and nedevac mission .»
for a battalion. .of {he . 188th
which was under fire flve miles -
north of Dong Ha. .

An ARVN oulpost fr. the area
of where an F4 jet went down
reported spotting the pilot wand-

. ering-in a rice peddy.

*I picked up the medsage and
went down to take a look,” said
the 174th Avialion Co, pitet, "I
spotted him and also thought he
was the pliot.”

“We were about 100 yards
from him when he suddenly
threw up hoth hands and I real-
fzed he was an NVA." The Huey
plcked up ‘the NVA and took
him to the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf,
command post, |

The pilot was later

plcked up
by another aircraft, :
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