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Nearly 1;000 Enemy Dead· 

LOt::i::Ninh II Blootl,. 
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" . . Unl!" P .... Int"".".",,, 

. LOC NINH,' Vietnam""':'It was'dark an d cold in the bunlter and over the crackle' ()I 
the radio a young U.S. Army sergeant could hCIII' t.he gunfil'e and grenades of the Viet 
Cong., ,_, :, ,." ,,' . 

'rhe Communists had overrun,the U.S. adviser's suhsector compound and hoisted 
the yellow-starred nag of the Viet Cong over the outpost. S),stematic,ally' they swept 

- tiU'ough the llfea killing men! woman and childl'en. 
In the concrete 'bunke\' 25 feet below, the only Americim still alive in the com­

'Pound, Sg,t. J~rl.Y. Kittrell, -shouted' into a -microphone: "We've been hit. We've boon 
overl'un.lJhal'he's'on.topofml':bunker." :, ,_ i " ',' 

Then the district chief and'8ubseclof-l.'!ommander.:(!apt. Ttan Minh Cong, !Jot, on 
'~~~ r:~.iO&I~~~e;rfo°r~li:dlll~e~~i ~[;tp-;'-~j;a:and~t;-iille~~' The tolal I III ed casualtte; 
l)o.~ltlon: TIll.! gamble worked, ' into,the viUa,~(! and wal'ncd Ihe' w~re two Amerieaul killed, and 

1111,1 overrunning, of the, out." 110pulallnn: We are going to, 14 South Vletnnmese killed Iud 
fIO~t nHIl'k('d Ihe opentllJf round take ovm' thl~ viU"ge al any ,,-37 wounded. ' 
of Ihe battle for, Loe NIHil It' co~l, and we'll level It H we The women and children also , 
week·long ~Irullgle' In whJch 'Ihe' huvll 10:' ,llLrrel'~d: 50 killed and 20 wound. (', 
Conllntlnisis lost ,nearly _ 1,000 At Ule slime lime,. U.S. inlelli· ed, 
nltn killed and countles~ \IUII" genee came up wllh a ealliurt-d It WIIS only the belllnnlnlf; '" 
dred9 wounded, ,',':;, ," "" .. ' Icue.r fl'om ~ )IIort/1 Victnamc~e Uy "uuday aftel'noon, ~he Vlei 

.The:;aUied defenders 'Io~t '30 jio.ldler III bls family snylll.g 1I1.~ Coag had control of the vlUage :~' 
killed lind 116 wounded.: ,unit hlld orden 10 lake Ihe ,0fLocNlnh,Itbe$tIDllltedthut 'I 

. Like a blld ,poker piayci' 'who:' place a~ all (osts-Ilnd hold It, 'of about ,6,000 l'esl~enti" Illmo 
IOse~ a ,ioriunll but. conllnu~s ,TIlll·flrsl mortar round came, 4,000 of Ihem had Illoved out of 
drawing tal'ds, in lin; effort, 10 Iii lit aboHt 1:30 a,m, on Sun· ' tOWli as the Communl¥t~ nlOved 
r~eoup, Ihe Coinmunlsts re., day, Oct. ~t. There Were two In, 
!umed 10 Loc Nlnh,lInd the sur,:, Americans III the camp, Klttrellj Reds He· Id' P·lac.e' 
ruunding Hea again and again,' and Alrillan LouiS B. Arnold. ,~ 
e3ch time lcnving _~ ~C1Ires of - Arnllld, an ordained Bap!l~t, , 
theh' dbtl ill- some' of _the Irlinisler whose Job at I.oe Nmh 'For Three Days. 
blno<llt'"' b"Ulewof the'VI.'lnam' Included lending lI~e sick ami 
\l'at'. injl.u·cd of Ihe vlliagl', w.!s For the next three 'day., .Loe 

"Gentlemen,'" joked Army, wounded during the bOITllge of 'Nlnh belonged 10 Ihe Commu·-' 
helicopter 111101 Jt'rcd Poff, between 400 and 8{lO mort Ill" OIst~ who mel all alUed IIttemlltB 
"what we do is head north until' round.s, The shelling, coordlnat· to enler. the village with rna· 
we'r\.' 28 feet from a 61g11 that ed wllh barregos on the U,S. chlnellUu' fire. 
fiays CllmL>odia-then we're at Special Forces 'camp lind fOUl' But American lind South Viet. 
Loc Minh," " ' hamlets In Ihe area, lastcd namese un its patroiUng the 

.'" Actuully eight mile!! '~fro'ml about 9{1 mInutes. thkk plantation. ran into ~mall 
. Cllmbodia, Loc 'Ninh IS sur·' Besides the Iwo Amerlcaus, groups of guerrillas and killed a 
l'Ollllded by vast rubbel" groves there werc 10~ reglonul ulld do~ell of them befol'c dusk, 1'he 
thick enoullh III make it, 'appeal' POllular Forces l1'OOI)S In Ihe second American was killed dnr. 
I"om the ak thai ,Ihe village, compound, in addition 10 about hIll this lime. 
l'Ullwar und military camps 200 WOllll'n un~ chn~lrell, most "They were dlu'n persbtcnt, 
huve been cui with,sclssors out of "'hom were m theu' L>unkm's, sir," said Lt. Michael Kozenko, 
of .. thick ,jll'een, ,CIII'pIIl. Suddenl)". about 3 a:Ill" the a t"aloon leader oIlhe Dogfllce 

, mortal'S sloppc(l and wl~hln mo· 'DaHH!ion 01 the IIIg Red One's 
Town Contairi's' ,'.' r::~~I\~ a~r~~~!;~~seVI~te~o~f aa:~~ 18th Infantry. 

PI t t * f I were allhe burbed Wire IWI'imc. D~: Monday night. thrlmgh an a Ion 'I '",-,:, ter surrounding the trillnllulQr. medmln·shed. conlacts In the 
Rubbcr is Ihe enti're economy:, outpost, Thcy blew the Wire l"Uhber plllntatmns a Illtal of 220 

lJ'c Ninh Is the home uf the' open and about 2M slorlnell the Commnnl~ts had been killed In 
nation's srcond largest Ilianta. pluce, the f~~htlng,. compared to six 
lion, Amold,' the wounded airman, Amcnenns kIlled and H Wllund· 

1.01.' Ninh is the'nerye cenler was cut down hy aulmnlltic cd. 
fUI' II dlstl"il't with about 15,000 weapon~ lil'e while tr)'ing to Ilct On. the, n~xt day, In the 
LWf~ons, II furm~r rallhelld fo~' 10 a bunker from hiK lh·ef;,bd .. heav.lest flllhtmg 01 all, the Com· 
shil'ping ruhb~r south to Sai. cilled hut. IIe was klllcd mumst clIsulllties ~oared. 
gOIl, aud 1l<'~lle" along HillhwlI.r "God. I huted to see hi;n !let Call!· Gerald W, Halley and 
1~, Silillon'~ main link with the It," snld Kittrell, "lie WIIS do., U, Jel'rY Ulltlewood, ncWCIlIl\· 
bll l'ities of Clllllhodia and Ing such a dam~1 finc joh hcre," e~s to Vietnam who were as· 
!.aos. Morc importanl, 1.0c Nlnh Jt'l'om tbl'h' bunker, Kiltrdl Signed kel' defenSive polnls at 
i~ a district caplltll, lind the South Vlt'lnumcs~ call' 1,(11.' Nlnh, knew the Comml1nlst~ 

Up the runway from the vII' tain called III ul"lilIe!'Y and nnti. wuuld he back. 
lnge arc dlshicl, headquartcrs, pel'sonnl'! bomb~ and machine. liuzlewood's IIlntoon dug lox· 
VlellllUileRe soldlel's, and a U,S, gun fh'e from the IIiI', hole.~ lInd bUnke,'s 1111 dll~' Mon· 
Sllel'lal lloree~ cllmp staffed by "Damn, thllt sounded goo(I," d~y, pl'l'parln/f a perimeter de· 
H Amerlcllns and 3911 local de'

l 
said Kittrell, fea~e at Ihe southem end of Ihe 

fenders whosc (Ilml\lcr. II v e Even before dawn, the call fOl' runway. To ~hOl'e up Iho delense, 
Ilearby. ,_' 'reinforcements went out and by liulley had II South Vletnamc~e 

Until recently, Lo~ 'Nlnh had' daybreak Ihe fh'st of Ihl'ce L>nt. battalion Ihat had been moved 
been a peaceiul IIltle workaday tallous of the 1st Inf, Div. into the district compound, 
place which the VietCong saw touched down in huge 1.:·1:«1 IIiI" It was no SUrprise til either 
liS a source of Inl'ome _ the)' cl'aH, flown In fl'Olli Lal Khe 10 man when the first lllortar6 and 
stopped Ih<: rubber workers on the south. rockets started popping In ilt a 
1'(lad5 lind took a pereentage of hulf hom' IHl31 midnight that 
theh' wallcs-hut nol mu('h eise, Red Intruders Hallowe'en momlng, "Those 
A "live and let live" altitude' mortars were coming In like 

P'i~:~~dis~t month, Ihe Reds Trapped 'in' North ~~~~I;~~~'~e\!a~~l~ily~r!~~~d 
slOI)ped a bus en route 10 Lae Gradually, with the help of a about 70 minule$. 

an American artillery battery 
,leveled Iti 105mm gun and fired 

:~OSroi~~~s t~,I~ro~~~lrgY~~' &~~:: 
munists, blunting Ihe aUack, 

JII~t as methodlcuUy, lI11ile~"s 
bllttalion was ,thl"Owlng back u 
series of four VIet Cong as· 
saults, first from one side aod 
then anothe!', Ammunition WUIi 

rUllnlng low In both units, and 
when the UI'gel~t l'all wont out' 
lor air sll'ikes, so too came Ihe 
order to conserve ammunition, 

5th Assault Was 
Most Ferocious 

While Hu.lewood's 0 u l ft t 
fought off the remnants of their 
us~uil~nts with new ummuni\lon 
1I1"lIg:,1 b)' II re·8upply hellcop. 
tel', the Communists mounted 
Ihelr m01i1 ferocious ultack-u 
fifth ass((ult from all ~ides on 
the'dlstrlct compound, a do·or· 
die efro~'t. 

By then, U,S. helicopter gun· 
~hiIlS, jels and C4? "Spooky" 
gunships were over the Scene, 

"If It hadn't have been fol' 
air, we would have lost thili 
pluce, The uir cholilled Ihem UJI 

, at the wires, It was beaullful," 
Jlaile~' ~uld. I-Ils men hud about 

"aU rounds of ammunillon left 
pel' man when the attackers 
wel'e driven off, nCVel' having 
bl"Oken Ihe perimeter, 

"I'll be glad to buy II pilot a 
beer some day," he said. "They 
came l'lght down om' perimeter 
with can non Ii, untl·penonnei 
mines and then when the gooh 
began pulling back, they hlt 

, them with high eXj)loslve stuff," 

Nlnh frOnl Saigon and tuld its COlllllany 01 South Vletllamese Then, In human waves, at 
OCCUllUnb they were going, to trooPII, two COmllanll!~ of locnl leust 2,000 Communists charged 
eaptUI'e a district capital to irregular trooJ)ll, lind two squad~ fl'Om all dlreetl(lns Into na~le· 
counte,' the pl'opaganda thu gov. of tho U,S, "Dic Red One," the wood's IIlatoon, lowal'd Ihe Slle" 
urnnlClIl would reap from Ihe Communlsl 1 n t r u del' 6 were clal F 0 l' C e s camp, and by 
InaugUI'a!lon aud ,Nallonai. Day, traPi)ed In ,Ihe 1I01·thern H~ctm' swarms onto the barbed wh'o 
On the, night 01, Olll, IB, th" of the outpo.!, perimeter of the lriangular dis. 

::O~~ l);yt • ~,:~au:;~~~'ot:t~' ed W~I:tl~e~ra;ln:if~~:!~n,en:; tri:leSI~~1~~I~~~el'~hey set up 

\'; t_~~~~SSliturdlty a '(e~nl 'or' Com. ~o;t~rlt·~e:d~~th~e;::I.l~I~~::' W~:'I~W~~~'~~I\:t:on~~~ J:~\~~ 
oJ>,'·' - ~--:--~, of tbe Special Forcei camp aud the American gunners f~'om It 
.<l:;tI-.."!t6,;,., Pacifk,:Stan>&:lStrJpee' U Mac dead, within· tho IUb- distance of only ~O yard~, 

Aflel' seven hours 01 lillhlln/f, 
Communisl bodles-ltO of Ihem 
Uttered the perlmelel' and run. 
WilY, brlnglnc to 3611 Ihe num· 
bel' of Vlel Cling lo~seg for tho 
battle, Uy tills Ume, U,S, cusual· 
ties totilled $eVeU kllled'llld 21 

, wounded, ~~~~I/~':ri!~ ';i~ii;/;'~~,~t~';r,~'1\~,: I .ector .. compound. Behind the Hadewood plaloon, 

"I think, the ''vIet Co." '''" ... 
ed to put on II bllf 
hoped 10 cuptul'e the 
h~ said. , 

"What Ihey captured lis 
of lead." \ 
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