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Nearly:

1,000 Enemy Dead

By HOMAS CHE
LOC NINI—I thnﬁm—]t was dark and cold in the bunker and over the cruckle of

. Unlied Prﬂl Injernallane .

ATHAM and ILIC}'-IARD V. OLIVDR

Ale mdlo a young uU.s. Army serge.nnt could lear the punfive and grenndes of the Viet

h.nr.l overrun the U.S. adviser's subsector compound and ]Imsted

the yellow-starred ﬂag of the Viet. Cong over the outpost. Systematically they swept.

~ through tlhe area’ killing men, womon and childven.
In the ‘concrete bunker 25 feet. below, the oniy ‘American still alive in the com-
wpound, Sgt, Jerry, Kittrell, -8houted - mtu (s mlcmplmne “We've Dbeen hit. We've boen

avernun.

“the radic and ordered arilllevy.
and pir strikes to. pound (heir?
position. The gamble” worked, -
_The overcunoing: of the oot
nost mavked the opening round :
of the boitle for. Lec Ninb, &
wesk-long sirupgle in which the'
Cominunists lost .nearly . 1,060
nten killed and cnunllesu huu
dreds wounded. . i oa
Theallied defends
killed ‘and 118 wounded.:

(Like a bud pokoer player ‘who:

19ses a -forlune  but. continues ;
drawing cavds.in ani effoll 0
recoup, ihe Cof Te- |

Oharlie'd ‘on. top of m; . :
Then the district chief and subsector. comrmnder, Capt Tmn Minh Cong, gut on .

"The total allied. casualties
Jware two Americans killed, and
“We are goiug (o 14 South Vietoomese killed and
this village al any .‘;

bhunker.”

munist propagandists. llliered

inlo the village and warned.the

poplation:
take oyer
cosk, and we'il level 1L if we

huvae to,”

Al the same time, U8, inlelil-

gence came up with a caplured |
=" leiter from a North Vietnamese
g ~ sobdier 1o his Tamily saying Nis -
. unit hed prdees to dake the

- :ufl‘emd 50 killed and 0 wnund' :
ed,

nlace at all gosts—and hold it,-

i'The.first mortar.round came
I af abont 1:30 & on Sun-
gay, Oct. .

turoed 10 Loc Ninb and the sur-,
reunding area again end agam,
cach time leaving scoves of -
thefr” déad in* some’ af - the
blnadigsi batiles: nE lhe Vlutnnm
war.

“Genllemaen,"” jnked Army
helicopter  pilet  Fred Doff,
*“what we do s head north until:
we've 28 feel from a sign that
says C.m1budm—l|mn we're at
Loc Minh, B

Actuntly -eight ml]es "from‘
-.Cambodia, Loc 'Ninh I§ ser-
rouinded by vast rubbev groves’
thick enough 1o make il -appear
from the ale thal the village,
renway  and  milltary camps
have been cut \vilhrscinsol's out
ol u thick Jgreen, earpet.

Town Conlcuns
Plantation o

Rubker is the entlre economy:,
Lac Ninb is the home of the’
nation’s secend lal;,esl planta-
tion,

Toc Ninh is the nerye center
fi u distrivl with about 15,000
pecsons, & former vallhead oy
shipping rubber south o Sai-
gon, undt nestles alonyg Highway
13, Saigan's mwin link with the,
big cities of Cambodia gnd.
Laos. More important, Lee Nink
is o disteict capitat,

Up the runway from the ‘vll:
loge ave distvict headquarters,
Vietnumese soldlers, and & U.5.
Speclal Forees cump stuffed by
11 Amevicans and 398 local de,
fenders whose familicn llve

Until recentty, Loé" 'Ninh tind'
been a peacefut llitle ‘workaday
. place which the Viet Cong saw

‘a3 A sowrec of income — they .

stopped the rubber workers on
roads and took a percentage.of
thedr wages—but not much else,
A “live ond let Ilve" attlude
prevailed.

Then, last month, * rhe Reds
stoppad A bus en toute to Loc
Ninh from Salgon and told. its
occupanls they were going to
capture 8 district capltal -to
countey the propuganda the gove
ernmenl would reap from (he
inauguratlon and Natlonal. Day. .
On the night of, Gct, 15, thp:

district headguarters. - was:

probed by a small group of at-
tackers,
Last Saturday 2 “Lesin or Cofn--

vmue Stars &1 Stripes’ 35
Bunday, .Nw..i. 1867 ;

_there were 105 regional

in the camp, Klitrel
and -Alrman Louls B, Avrnold,
JArnold, an ordained Bapiist ..

“minister whose job at Lo¢ Niah
included tending the sick and +

Injuved of . the wvillage, was
wounded during the berrage of
between 400 and 600 mortar
rounds, The shelling, coordinat-
ed with barrages on the U.S.

. Special Forces ‘camp and four

hamiels in lhe arem, lasted
ahout . 90 minutes.

Besides the {wo Amerigans,
and
Popular Forees troops in the
compound, in addition 1o about
#H women and childven, most
of whom were in their bunkma

Suddenly,. abost 1 a.m., the
morlavs stopped and within mo-
ments about 1,080 Viet Cong and
North Victhawese regulars
were al the borbed wive pevime-

ier surrounding the triangu!r.

outpost, They blew the wire
open and about 200 stormed the

»the wounded airman,
was cul down by auwlematic
weapons fire white trying lo gel
to & bonker from hig prefabris
caled lwi. Ile was killed,

“God, [ hated 1o sec him pget
it,"” satd Kittyell,
ing-such a damu fine job here.”

From their DLunker, Kitteell
and Ihe South Vicinumese cap-
tain caolled In aviillevy and wnti-
persopnel bombs and nuchine.
gun five frome the air,

“Damn, that sounded good,™
said Kittrelt,

Lven hefore dawn, the call for
reinforcaments went out and by
daybreak the fvst of thres Lats
tallous of . the 1st Inf, Div,
touched down in huge .18 wiv-
craft, flown in from Lal Khe.lo
the south.

Red Intruders
Trapped in North

Graduslly, with the help of u
company of South Vielnamese
troops, iwo companies of loeal
frvegular troops, and iwe squads
of the U.8, "Big Red One,” the
Commuypist Intruders were
trapped in the nolthern nactm
of the oulpost,

When the fighting. llnallr end-
ed ihat - Sunday aflernoon, 95
Communist bodles were found,
most of theny al the perimeter
of the Special Forces camp and

% lylng dead, within. (ho ulr
lector compound. s

37 wounded.
The wonien and children alse

It was only: lhe beginning:

By Sunday altexnoon, the. Viel
Cong had control of the villaga
~of Loe Nink. It is estinrated that

-of about. 6,000 residents,. some !

«, 4,000 of them_had moved out of

There were two -

town as the Commanlsis mnved
i

‘Reds Held. Pluce

‘For Three Days: .

Tor the next three duys, Loc

‘NIl belonged (o the Comanu-

nists who met all allied aitempts

1o enler, the village wilh ma- -

chineguy fire.
But American and South Viet-

namese unlts patrolling the.

thick plantations ran into small
groups of guerrillas and killed 8
dozen of them before dusk. The
second American was killed dur-
ing this 1lme.

“They were darn persistent,
sir," said Lt. Michael Kozenko,
a platoon Eeacler of the Dopface
Madiuton of 1he Big Ned Ong's
i8tle Infantiry, .

Dy Bonday night, through
medium-sized coniacts in the
ruliber plantations a total of 320
Communisls had been killed In
the fightlng, compared to six
-Americans ¥illed and 14 wound-
€d.

On in_the

the next day,

< heaviest fighling of all, the Com-

“le was do. «

munist casualiles goared.

Capt. Geruld W, Huiley and
L4, Jerry Haxlewssd, newcom-
ers to Vietnam who wera ps-
signed key defenslve poinis at
Log Ninh, knew the Communists
woulil be back,

Hazlewood's platoon dug fox-
hnles nnd Lunkers utl day Mon-
day, preparing a perlnieter de-
fease at Lhe southern end of the
runway. To shore up ihe defense,
Huiley had a Scuih Vielnamese
batialion that had beon moved
inte the distrlet compound.

It was no surprise to either
man when the first mortars and
rockels started popplog in u1 &
hulf hour past midnight 1hat
Huilowe'en morning,. “Those
morlars were coming in - like
raindrops,” sald Pie. Antonlo
Taylor of New York Cliy—lasted
ahout 70 minuiss.

Then, In buman waves, at
Teust 2,008 Communists charged
from all directions into Haxle-
wood's platoon, toword the Spes
cleb Forces camp, and by
.swarmis onto the barbed wirs
pevimeter of ihe (viungular dig.
trict hendgaarters.

Meilodically, they sef wup
three machine guns faciug
Hautewood's platoon and dueled
the American gunners from a
disiance of enly 30 yards.

Bolind {he Hazlewood plaloon,

an Ametlcan aclillery hatlery
+leveled its 105mu gun and fived
4H rounds through U.S. posi-
fions inlo the charging Come
munists, Bunding the aitack, .

Just as methodicutly, Hailey's
hattalion wag throwing back u
sevles of four Viet Cong as-
saults, first from one side and
then another, Ammunition was
runoing low in both units, and

when the wrgent catl went out’

tor air sirikes, so tao came the
order to conserve ammunition.

5th Assault Was

Most Ferocious |

While Hazlewood’s outflt

l‘nuuht off the remnunts of theh

tlants with new am
Dbt by a re-supply helicop-
tev, the Communists mounted
their mest forocions ailnck—a
fifth asszull from afl sides on
the district ¢ompound, & do-or-
die effort.

By then, US. helicopler gun-
ghips, jels and C47 “'Spooky”
guoships were over the scene.

“If 11 hodn't have Leen for
air, we¢ woild have lost this
Mace. The air chopped them up

. at the wirves, It was heautiful,”

Ifailey said, Hig men hud obout
“3¢ rounds of ammwnitlon left-
per man when the auackers
were dviven off, never having
broken the perimeter.

“T'll be glad to buy a pilel a
beor some day,” he said. *“They
came vight down our perimeter
wilh cannons, wunti-personnet
mincs and then when the gooks,
began puiling bock, they hit

* them with high explosive stulf,”

Alter seven lours of fighling,
Communist bodies—110. of them
littered the perlmeler and run-
way, bringing to 368 the pum-
ber of Viet Cong losses for the
batle. By this time, U.S. casual-
ties totaled soven killed and 21
, wounded,

Soldlers of the Znd, Bu., 28th Inf,: 1st Inf.. Dly, move out
_-eaullonsly fe the village of Loe Ninh during the sirect Hghting: that?
1 saw Amerlean nnd Yielnumese froops push the Viet Cong from the

village. The slx-duy batle arownd the lown has been ong of

worst defeats the communisls have suffeved in the war.

e | s

(USA,

Ry Wednesday afternoon, U.S 3
and Soulh Vietnamese troop!
were able to onter the village i
and did so with the U.S5. 1s¢t Int,
Div. Hand.playing..“When llle
Caissons Go Rolllog Along.™

The Americans and Viet
namese funned out thiough the
plastalion and adjolning jungles
nxnauding tl\cll duense periny
efer.

:)n Thulsdny mnrnlng It paldl

|

Large Communist: forees -l
gome of them armed . wih
flamethrowsrs and bazookas hil
the  allied positions. They su
fered one of the hlgsest deleal
of the year.

The Amerlcans and Vlel
namese held them off the parim
eters while warplanes choppe
into tkem, Maore than 100 div
bombing attacks and about 5,008 ;
rounds of artiliery five took
heavy loll among ‘the sulcidal
attackors. . .

The allied - count was o
kllled and 11 wounded. The Viel
Cong sulfered 523 killed,

On Friday, the Communigk
tried again, but ihis time on
smatler scale. They allacked
position of the Big Red Ong,
four miles north of Loc “Nlah,
Al one polnt they pushed civil
lans In front of them, Twenty,
efght more "were killed. Theyy
American toll: Three kiiled an
3 wounded,

Before he left Vietnam &
attending the
South Yietnum's new president,
Vice President Tubort H., Hum:
phrey said he believed the Com.
munists had ‘heen trying for.Qf
]):ruillmgandu vletory during | i.

visil, d
*I think, the Vet Cnng intendd
ad-to put on a big show - theyg
hoped to cupture the headlines,
b said.
fulw";l they caplured ].i
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