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B'lEN HOA, Vietnam 
(AP)-Ruddy~faced Colver 
Jones is not just a pilot, 
he's a cockpit philosopher 
-twice as old as many of ;.~; 
his flying mates and some. 
thing of a legend. .' 

Peering over an und'lsctrinniM'~ . 
auburn mu~lache, the 4g.year. 
old captain fixes young hellcol'" 
tel' pllots with, a baldul stare \ ~"." 

and' warns: "There Is no such '. 
thing as an old, bold pilot," 

In Vietnam, howevel'" there 
are plenty ,of young bold pilots.' 
and ,Jones ,is dedicated to' seeln'g 
that they, age gl'accfully, 

Having flowil wllh 8 gunship" 
company in Vietnam' four yeRI'Hi 
ago, Jones Is ending his second 
tour as a pilot wllh the ,20th, 
Eng". Brigade. TIl'a engineer pi.' 
lots 1Iy CRl'gq and liaison .. a.I~" 
SiOllS, haul dignitaries, and com­
mand officers and', maintain' 
courier L flights !,thl·OU~hOU~*2t~e.· 
Mekong Delta. ," _,,:,", 

It sounds safe en o'u g h but, ' 
nothing Is, really', safe in Vlct." 
nam,' '. " ,~ , 

Jones recalls a routine", terrY':' 
mission to Saigon's, airport ,one;,' 
morning when the chopper tak •. ', 
ing off just ahead got caught In . 
. a burst, of fire, from a sudden' 
skirmish on the g,round _ one· 
crewman was killed with a' but.; 
let In ,his head.- _ ,,_ ' ' 
• "Lalw8YS, tell the-:new,'pliots, 
to forget those, wild combat.· 
stories and start,. fresh, There­
are,_. no' more, instructors out 
her6.,- YQII, start learning ""om 
right now, , , ,,; 

"It's a funny 'Jhlng,) ,f1ever: 
met a kid who wouldn't Hsten," 

They listen, perhal)S, becaus~; 
Colvel' Jones Is known as "Tho' 
Fox." In 25,yeal"s of flying htl. 
has had: only one major acci·:. 
dent, and he walked away,from ;'::>~~.' 
that one. ,I ' .;, ,; ""'f 

Ills accident came a ,decade," 
ago flying survey phmes .for Jhe " 
engineers In .. j\\aska .. , ,A ,sub-, 
merged bit of thawing tundra, 
ripped the floats from hls_ ,light 
plane ,during a landing;; I' '",'I 

In Vietnam, he has never hBd 
a bullet hole. " , ' 

Jones qualified as a glider, pi.' 
lot with the old Army All', Corps. 
in World Wal' II, but never,,\eft 
the states" He did a hitch as, an " .. 
aviation machinist in the Nav)" 'i" : 

rejoined the Army Reserves and.' 
came back to Ily in Korea, for 
the Army. ':, , 

Ills battered flight log num. 
bers 4,900 hours, and iJones 
points out most of these came In . 
short hops -_ not the .Iengthy 

fli~~:!r O\:I;e~~~'C~nfl~hes"Army' 
and nearing the end of his time 
in Vietnam, Jones Is iooldng 101'. 
wal'd \0 picking up his wife and 
three' children in TexaS' City. 
1'ex., lor his next job, flying 
Army survey teams In Latin 
Amorlca. ! 

"After that," he said" "I may 
hang up my shoes but I'll stili 
keep flying, I may ge~ a ground 
job tied up' wllh aViation saf~, 

ty." 

Sinh Dinh Gets, .. 
Dental Kits,. ....,. 

QUI NHON, Vletnlltn > (Spe< 
clal) - The Qui, Nhon Support ' .: 
Command Civil Affall'fl OUice_11I 
distributing, ' 1,(100 home·c a r, It "I> 
dental kits . .In the Blnh ,Dlnb 
Provinco 'through local" hospi· 
tals, schools and orphBnaged. 

1'ho kits were obtained 
through the GalnesvJ1le, Fla •• 
ChBPter of the Amedcan' Reel 
C)'oss. The Idea fol' tilelr' dis­
tribution orlglnat'f!d from Spec. " 

~1l~k~~~~"N~"t:~a~~I?~S ~~~~fu: ... :':.' .. ~,i~.::.i .•• ;,'~.·.·I"ii ••. ! 
Civil Affairs Office, .,' . 
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