Eg@MEE, DONALD MARTIN

Namerr Donald Martin Cramer

Fank/Branch: W2/U5 A my

Units O Troop, 2nd squadvon, 17tk Cavalry, 101st
Date af Rirthy January 1946 (Columbus OMHY
Home City of Record: St oowads MO

Date of Logsr; OF January 1971

Country of Loss: South Vietnam/OQver Water
mardinates: L&LES7N 1072102 CZDOGOTLED)
Btatus Lin 19723 Missing in Action

Categoryr 3

Alrcraft/Vehicle/Graound: AHLG .

Othenr Parsonnel in Incident: SP4d Formie Vago Fogers

Airborne Division

loreses (D

fkilled, body recoverern)

FEMARS

BYNOFSIS: At 0210 howrs oo January B, 1971, W2 Donal Cramer, pilot of an
AHLE (tail #EV7-160831, degarted the Hue/Fha Bai Aiv field wnoa training flight
misgsion Wwith SPY Ronnie V. Rogers aboard. No contact was @stabl ished afteay
takeaf . When the aivoraft failed to return within a reasanable time, efforts
ware made to establish radic contact. After checking all airfields and contact
hases in the area, an aerial search wat initiated at 1&40 Mouy s, and Lasted
tuntil dark.

On January 8, SFag Roger's body was found on the heach. The search ashifted
primarily into the coastline areas until about Januwary 20
the aivoraft ov of SWE Oramer.

Hacause it was determined that Fogers had drowned, it was assumed that the
airveraft departed its destination ta fire hase), and orashed inteo the South
CEBhina Bea. CW2E Cramer was never found. He was listed Missing in Acticd.
Whather Cramer drowned as Eogers did on Japuary Gy 1971, may never be learned.
The U.8. Army, believing there was a chance he survived, did not declare him
officially dead for over four yearag, and then only in general administrative
"presumptive findings of death" which ware sought for all missing personnel.

A the years pass, and more and more raports are received imd@aatiqgwthat mary
Americans are still alive in Southeast Asia, one must woendery 6T D LraTev i
onge of those said to be alive. If he is, what must he be thinking of us?
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