
CARTER, GEORGE WILLIAMS 

Name: George Williams Carter 
Rank/Branch: 04/US Army 
Unit: Advisory T.am 22 - MAC V 
D~-a'I;E~ ()f Bi.l""l:;h~ 04 Df?C('2mbsl" 1':3:3:3 (Nicherll'.::> I:j(n)) 

Home C:ity of Record~ Apopka FL 
Date of Loss~ 24 April 1972 
Country of Loss: South Vietnam 
Loss Cool"dj.l,ates~ 1.43918N 1074711E (28001219) 
Status (in 1973)~ Killed/Body Not Recovereel 
C(':\\t ~?GI01" Y ~ :-3 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: BroLAnd 

_ --------'-------------,---

Othc·::n'· F'eYSCII11lC'21 :i.n Inc ichz.nt:: F;:ol:.1[~lrt W r'j .... '. WI' 'I "W" I I 1--1'1 'I' 1"-n r.: J I_I •• c:o?(.:~) 9 <:aC E) .... " :~. ,,(-2f'l Y ,. f'amE~S :::." 

HunSicker; Johnny M~ Jones; Kenneth J~ Yorlan; Franklin Zollicoffer (all 
mi5sirlg)~ Cl1arles M~ Lea; Ricky 8" 80g1e (helicopter CY8W

9 
rescued); Julius 

G~ Wal~math~ John Ph Keller; Walter H~ Ward (helicopter passsngersy r8sctJsd); 
Ctlarles WD Gordon y Cao Ky Chi (evaded capture llear Oak To) 

REMARKS: KIA ON ISLE - 5 RCV - NT SUBJ J 

SYNOP8IS~ Oil the evening of April 23~ 1972 r Carlt. KSllneth Ju Yonan accompar'lied 
his ARVN countsrpal"t to a water tower located on the northwesterrl edge of -the 
Tanh Canh base camp compoufld near Oak To~ Kontum Province~ South Vietnam~ Yonan 
was an advisor assigned to Advisory Teaol 22, MACV~ arid was assistirlq the ARVN 
4::2nd 1~~:f~~~1.m~?I'lt b;~t~::)(.:;~d t;h(~l"(=~ ~o 

At about 0530 houy's on April 24, Capt~ Yonan was still in the water tower wtlen 
Viet Cong attacked the calnp perimeter~ A].t~lOUqtl tanks fired at and hit the 
water tower~ two other advisors spoke to Capt: Yonan after the firinq and Yonan 
reported that he was not hit and planned to join the ottler advisors ~hen it was 
safe to do so~ Radio contact was mairltained with Yonarl until 0730 houy's~ Tile 
other IJkS. advisors began escape arld evasion operations from the beleaguel~ed 
comp()unc:l " 

Team 22 Advisors Maj. George Wu Cartsr 9 Maj .. Julius G .. WaYmath~ arId Capt. John 
P. Keller~ were extracted by helicopter. The aircraft was a UH1H from the 52nd 
Avi-i::"\t:i.()rl Bi:':\ttal :ioc'n~ l7th Aviation G\rCIUp p (sE'l,o:ial !1=J:(~:,:19""'1571~75) and Wr.:\£=j flo ... Jrl by 
Lt. James E. Hunsicker. WO Wade L. Ellen was the co-pilot of the chopper, and 
SP4 Charles M" Lea 9 and BP5 Ricky 8 .. Bogle were crewmen .. Other persons 
extracted included lLt .. Johnny M. Jones, from the 52nd Aviation 8attalion~ SP4 
Franklin Zollicoffer v from ttle U~Su Army Installation at Pleiku y arld 8gtH 
Waltel~ H. Ward, Ullit not specified. 

T~le helicopter departed to ttlS northwest from Oak To~ but was apparently ~lit by 
ensrny firs, as it crashed and burned OIl a small island in the Oak Poko River 
about 500 meters from the end of the dock to the rlJnwaYn Because of ttlB rolling 
terraill, personnel at the airfield did not see the aircraft imlJact~ A pilot 
flying over the wreckage reported that the helicopter was burrling? but they 
could see no 5lJrvivors~ It was later discovered that five people did sUl~vive 

the cl~ash Warmath, Keller~ Boglsp Ward and Lea~ According to their 
statements, Hunsicker~ Ellel1, Zollicoffsr, Jones and Cartev' WeirS al]. (jead. 

Two other Team 22f MACV Advisors, LtColu Robert Wu Brownlee and Capt" Chalrles 
W. Gordon, and their ARVN interpreter, Sgt. Cao Ky Chi, were in a bunker Ileal" 
the aj.rstrip approxi.mately 4 ki.lometers to the west of the base camp wherl ttley 
were forced to withdraw uflder heavy enemy Btta~:k .. They proceeded south of the 
compound aCl~OS5 the Oak Poko River~ but LtCol~ Brownlee became separated fyorn 
the others as they were advancing up a hill~ Sgt" Chi dl1d Captn Gordon called 
OlJt to tlinl, but received rio response~ From the top of ·the hilly 8gt" Chi heard 
tl18 enelny callout to someone in Vietnamese to halt and raise their hands. Sgt. 
Chi believed the Viet Cong were speaking to LtCoi. BrownleeM Gordon and Chi 
evaded capture and eV911tually made their way to safety~ 
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talked to anotller prisoner who had witnessed LtCol.8rownlee's deathb He was 
told t~)at LtColu Bl~ownlae had kill-ad himself with his owrl pistol when communist 
soldiers told him to raise his hands ill an attempt to CBIJture him~ Additiollal 
healrsay reports of ~lis suicide were reported by another ARVN source. 

Yonan never Ca\Jgtlt IIp with the ottlers~ For three days, helicopter searches were 
made of the area with no succeS5~ GroLlnd s8Brch~ beC3\J58 of the hostile threat 
in tile ayea~ was n()t practical~ 

In AP1'·:i.1 19BB,.. thf.;~ V:i.E.\tnam(-?l:;f.i~ lldi!::iC()Vf2)'·G,:;.cl ll thf!:~ l'·f.?main 1,:;; of Capt .. I<enneth J. 
Yonan and returned tllem to the U.S" ill a spirit of stepped'-up cooperati()n on 
the POW/MIA i5sue~ For nearly 20 years, this 1969 West Poirlt graduate was a 
prisoner of war - alive or dead~ His family now knows with certail1ty ttlat he is 
dead~ but may never learn how - or when he died" 

In addition to the reports regardiflQ Brownlee's deathp a South Vietnamese 
soldiel r reported t~lat he observed t~le capture o'f one 11bigll Americarl from tt18 
cainp. Another report described the capture of a U.SN Captain stationed at ttle 
c£\mp .. 

Since the war ended, reports and refugee testimony have convinced many 
a\Jthol~ities that not only do the Vietnamese possess several hundred sets of 
Americans v remains,.. more startlingly,.. they also control hundreds of livirlg 
American pl~isonersu 

As lorlg as ·tt)ey are allowed to do so~ the Vietnamese will retLlrn remains at 
politically expedient intervalsu As 10llg as they are allowed to do sa~ they 
will hO].d allY men prisoner .. 


