CARTER, GEORGE WILLIAMS

Name: George Willisme Carter

Fank/Branch: 04,06 Army

Unite: Advisory Team 23 -~ MACY

Date of Birth: 04 December 1933 ENichella GO
Heome City of Reoords Apopka FIL

Date of Loss: 24 April 197

Countvy of Loss: South Vietnam

L. s Doerdinates: 1432918N 10747118 CZROOLR19)
Bhatus Cim 197220 Eilled/Body Mot [
Dategory: 3
Aircraft/Vehicle/draunds Cir coumndd
Other Fersonnel in Incident: Fobert We Brownles; Wade |,
Hunsicker; Johnny M. Jonesy Renneth J, Yonany Framklin Zollicoffer <all
missingd; Charles M. Leaj Ficky B. Bogle (helicopter Crew, rascued): Juliug
Gia Warmathy John P Feller; Walter H., Ward thel icopter Passengers, vessued);
Charles W, fGordon, Cao Ky Chi tevaded capture near Dak Teo

@
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Elleny James &,

REMARES: KIA ON ISLE ~ 5 ROV - NT SURS - J

SYNOFSIS: n the eviening of April 23, 1973, Capt. Fenmeth J. Yonan acoompanied
hia ARUN counterpard to a water tower Iocated on the rmovthwestern adge of the
Tanh Canh base camp compouwnd near Dak To, ntum Frovinocs, South Vietrnam. Yenan
was an advisor assigned to Aoadvisory Team MACY, and was asmisting the ARVN
A42nd Regiment & ad there.
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At about OE30 hours on April 2y Capt. Yonan was still in the water tower  when
Viet g abtacked the camp perimeter. Althouwgh tanks fired at and hit the
water tower, two obther advisors spoke to Capt. Yonan after the firing and Yoran
vapaorted that he was not Rit and plannad to join the other advisors when it wan
safe to do so. Radic contact was maintained with Yonan wntil 0730 hours. The
ohher W.8. advisors Degan escape and evasion cperations from bhe helsaguer edg
Coompreaind .,

Team 2¥ Advisors Mag. George W. Carter, Maj. Julius . Warmath, and Capt. John

Fo Feller, were extracted by helicopter. The aircraft was a UM from the S2nd

Aviation Battalion, 17th Aviation Growp, (serial #69-1571%) and was f1lown by
James B, Hunsicker. WO Wade L. Ellen was the oo- pilot of the chopper, and

r M. Lea, and 8PS Ricky B, Bogle were crewmen. Othev Per Sons

2 included 1Lt. Johnny M. Jones, from the S8nd Aviat ion Battaliong %P4

Franklin Zollicaffer, from the U,9. Army Installation at Pleiku, and Sgt.

Waltear M. Ward, unit not specified.

‘]

The helicopter departed to the northwest from Dal Tory but was apparently hit by
enemy five, as it orashed and burned on a small island in the Dabk Poke River_
about W00 meters from the end of the dook o the runway. Because of the rolling
tarrain, personnel at the aivfield did not see the aivoraft impact. A pilot
flying over the wreckage reported that the helicopter was burning, but thgy
mmﬁld s no swrvivers., It was later discovered that five people did survive
the orash -~ Warmath, Keller, BRogle, Ward and lL.ea. Acocording o thedr
statenents, Hunsicker, Ellen, Zollicoffer, Jones and Cartey were 211 dead.

Twoe obhey Team 22, MADY Advisors, LECol. Bobert W. BErownlee a@d Capt. Charvles
W. Goodon, and their ARVN interpreter, Sgt. Cac Ey Chi, were in a bunker near
the airvstrip approximately 4 kilometers to the west of the hase camp when bhey
were Torced to withdraw under heavy enemy attack. They procseded soubth of the
nwE bthe Dak Foko River, but LtCol. Brownlee became separated feom
the others as they were advancing up a hill. Sagt. Uhi and :ﬁn Emrme gallmd
ot to him, but received no response. From the top of the h1ii, SBgt. Chi h@ﬁvﬂ
the sneny call oub to someone in Vietnamese to halt and raise btheir hamd%"‘ugt"
Chi believerd the Viet Cong were speaking to Lt o Brownlee, Gordon and Chi
evaded capture and eventually made their way to safety.




L B N = A PR B Y Whioo was Captured and subsequently V@l ease veported that he had
talked to another prisoner whe had witnessed LECol . Brownlee’s death. He was
told that LECol, Brownlee had killed himsel § with his own pistol when ocommunist
geldiers told him to raise his hands in an attempt to capture him. Additional
hearsay reports of his suicide were reported by ancther ARVN soureoe,

Yonan never caught up with the others. For three days, helicopter searches were
made of the area with no success. Ground searah, because of the hostile threat
i the area, was rot practical.

In April 1988, the Vietnamese "discoverod! the remains of Capt. YKenneth J.
Yoran and returned them to the U.8. in a spirit of stepped-up cocperation on
the FOW/MIA issue. For nearly 20 years, this 1969 West Point raduate was a
prisoner of war -~ alive o dead. His family now knows with cavtainty that he is
dead, but may never learn how — oo when - he died.

In addition to the reports regarding Brownlee's death, a Bauth Vietnanese
soldier veported that he ohserved the capture of one "big" fmerican from the
camp e Another raeport described the capture of a U,8. Captain stationed at the
£ A .

Since the war ended, reports and refugee testimony have convinoed Ay
authorities that not only do the Vietnamese possess saveral hundred sets of
Americans’ remaing, more startlingly, they also control hundreds of Yiving
Amar ican prisoaners.

Ag long as they are allowsd to do #o, the Vietmamese will rebturn remains atb
politically expedient intervale. As Lorg as they are al lowed boo de By, bhey
will hold cwe men prisoner.



