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t~m';!l.nc; I"e~ur-ned .- ID ?\nn'.)11rl,:ed M,;H'ch 1.':;nO 

lame: Michael Henr-y Shanley, Jr-, 
F::,,11'1klEkarlch, E5/UB AY'my 
I nit, 1:;~9th Aviatic!rJ Cc,mp"my, 17th Aviation G,"OUP, list (.\v:i . ."tic,n BI'igade 
ate of Birth: 12 Baptember- 1945 (Lowell MAl 

~ome City of Record: La Mesa CA 
late of Loss: 02 December 1969 
I~ountry of Loss: South Vietnam 
I.ost; Coc'l'dinateis: 1.41944N 108544'7E (BF:'750850l 
~tatus (in 1973): Missing In Action 
I :ategolry: 4 
cft/Vehicle/Ground: UH1B 

ether Personnel In Incident, William C. Dunlap; Wm. Banderlin; Martin Vanden 
E ykE~l Uall 1"emiain5 lre'{;un'H-:?d) 

fource~ Compiled by Homecoming II Project 01 April 1990 from one or more of the 
o11owing~ raw data from UnS. Government agency sources~ correspondence with 

10W/MIA families, published sources, interviewsn 

~YNOPBIB~ On De~~mber ~~.1~6!, ?~2.Mar~inQVandenEykel. ~~rcraf!,~om~an~~rl CW2 

j
11.1.1am.I_." ~~trll,~~ •. Pllut, :P..J 1'1.1.'_hc1r;'1 II" ",,~a~~ey, 91 .. 1~nel ~,_a~~l "'~.'~,W.l.lll'~I.n ... _D.:,,:<~, .. 
anderlln, ... 1 ew _h.lef, weY"€_ flY1n9 1n the ",e,_,._<l,d lJH1Et 9LlrJ",tllP ( .. ,(01 1,,1 ~*6,-~ L.d,d.l 

jn a flight of two in a night ground support mission in Binh Dinh ProvincB r 
,I~uth Vietnam.. (NCltfo:?: some l'"eCOY'c!s pI ace th is j,nc ider1t in I<c,ntum P)"c,vince" but 
(Hccc'l"ding tel coordinates, it ir::i in Binh Dinh F'rclvincF..L.) 

~ t 2030 hours, CW2 Dunlap's aircraft and the flight leader~s aircraft departed 
Z English to provide fire support foy a long range reconnaissance patrol (LRRP) 

. hat had radioed foy help. 

-he two helicopters were led to the reported LRRP location by another helicopter 
quipped to drop flares. Upon arrival at the target areB y the flare ship began 
r-OPpin9 flar-es, while the two 9unships tried to make radio contact with the 

I RRP team. CW2 Vanden Eykel r-adioed that he had made. tur-n to avoid cr-a.hin9 
into a mountain~ and the ground forces lost contact with him" CW2 Vanden Eykel's: 
~CknoWledgement was the last known radio translnission in the vicinity~ 

. he Bong Son regiofl of South Vietnam, which is where the operation was taking 
I lace was so well-known for its treachery to aircraft that it became known as 
the I'grave yard of helicopters"" Many had been lost in that area. 

-ollowing the 10s5 of the helicopter and crew, a board of inquiry was held. A 
lietnamese woman stated at the hea~ing.that she had seen the helj~opter go down 

,~nd the ':r-(~W was ,.:aptur-ed by th,. Vlet 1.:c'n~l. 

'[n ~Itly 197~? Viei~nl'al~J(7?~~;)e, wl.)()d~uti~elr~ 1··e~)I..~'rte? finding tile wyeckc~~qf.~ .:,f a 
Ie] l'':,,:qJtl-:?Y 111 ttli.d'; VlClnlty~ [nvelstl!::t!7:\tlon dlSclcI~sed th(;.,t ttl<9. c:1,]l"c)r-e::\ft W-e:;1,S not a 
~~JeliCOPter, but a fixed wing airplane and not related to this ca5e~ 

In December 1974, another source reported finding aircraft wreckage in this 
(;.Irea~ but upon investigation, it was found that the wrEckage was that of a 
1ietnamese helicopter-, r-ather than one that was involved in this case. 

Tihe1"E? hal::} bf:?en no fl.u"thErI" wcqrd of the cyew ';:.f the UHl.B hel icc-ptel" n 1\10 c;.rHE sa",,' 
them die; no ons found the wreckage of theiy plansb To this date it is not known 
if they died or sur-vived to be captured by the enemy" 

In March 1990, the UkS. Govsrnmsllt announced that the Vietnamese had discovered 
the remains of Dunlap, Banderlin, Shanley and VandenEykel, and they had been 
returned to Ub8~ controlu These families finally could begin their grieving, 
knowing at last their loved ones wers deadu 

I 



We may never know exactly what happened to the ill fated UH1B that day in 
~ecember 1969n For over 20 years, these men were prj.soners of war --- dead or 
~live. And althougtl it is clear that they are now dead, we may never know 
~ow.""or When they died. 

I 

thousands of reports have been received by the U"8~ Government that Americans 
~l~e still alive, held captive in Southeast ASia, yet official policy is that 'Ino 
~onc].usj.ve proof" has t3sen obtainedn Detractors allege t~le Government is 

i
Bbunking good informationM While the possibility exists that Americans aye 

.eing held against their will, there can be no question that we must do 
·verything we can to secure their fyeedomn They deserve no less than our best 
, ffortsM 
! 


