
BERG, GEORl,E PHILLIP 

Name: George Phillip Berg 
Rank/Branch: W1/US Army 

.--.------.-.. - .... ---.. -.. --.--.... -.--~---.. ----."--.-~.~-".----

Unit: Company A, 101st Aviation Battalion, 10ist Airborne Division 
Dat., c.f Bil"th: 16 July 1':346 (Seiattle WA) 
Home City of Record: Belford NJ 
Datf? clf Leis!:;: 18 Febyuc'a)'-Y 1'371 
Country of Loss: Laos 
Loss Coordinates: 160431N 1071910E (YC481785) 
Status (in 1973): i<illed/Bc.dy Nc.t Rec.overed 
Categctl'"Y: 2 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: UH1H 
Other Personnel in Incident: Walter E. Demsey; Gary L. Johnson; Gerald E. Woods 
(all missing from UH1H); Allen R. Lloyd; Ronald L. Watson (missing from Special 
Foy'ces:,i. team) 

REI'1Ar~KS: KIA CRASH - REMS TAI:;D -- NO RECV - ,J 

SYNOPSIS: WO Gerald E. Woods, pilot; WO George P. Berg, aircraft commander; SP4 
Gary L~ Johnson, door gunner; SP4 Walter Demsey, crew chief; were assigned to 
Cc.mp,lIny A, 101st Aviati<:on Battal iOI"l, 1.01.st Ail"b':<I"ne Divisi.:.n. On FebrLlary 18, 
1971, their UH1H was dispatched as part <:of a flight <:of fOLir on an emergency 
patrol e~tyaction mission on the west side of the A Shau Valley in Thua Tin 
Pr<:ovince, SOLith Vietnam. The patr<:ol to be rescLied inclLided Sgt. Allen R. LI <:oyd , 
Capt. R<:onald L. Watson and SFC SamLiel Hernandez, part of Special Operations 
Augmentation, Command & Control North, 5th Special Forces GroupM 

The team was assigned to MACV-SOG (Military Assistance C<:ommand, Vietnam StLidies 
and Observation GroLlp). MACV-SOG was a Joint servic.e high command 
unconventional warfare task force engaged in highly classified opeYations 
th".oughout SOLitheast As i a. The 5th Spec i al Fc,r c es channel ed per sonnel :i. nte. 
MACV-SOG (althoLigh it was not a Special F<:orces groLlp) throLigh Special 
Operiat:ions ALigmentation (SOA), which pr.::ovi.ded their "cover" while Linder secret 
orders t<:o MACV-SOG. The teams performed deep penetration missi<:ons of strategic 
reconnaissance and interdiction which were called, depending on the time frame, 
"8hining Byass'l or "PYairie Fire ll missions. 

DLiring the attempt to rec<:over the patrol, Wo<:ods' helicopter came under heavy 
fire and had t<:o leave the pick-LIp zone with Lloyd, Wats<:on and Hernandez 
attached to the three-staple rig. While in flight, the rope broke, and 
Hernandez fell 30-40 feet, landing in dOLible canopy JLlngle. He was rescLied the 
foll<:owing day. The helicopter continLied a sho".t distance, and was hit by enemy 
anti-aircraft fire, crashed and burned. 

On February 19, a Special Forces recovery team was inserted at the crash site 
to search the area~ Woods and Berg were found dead in their seats. Johnson's 
body was fOLind in a tree. One leg <:of Demsey, the burned crew chief, was fOLind 
in the cargo compartment. All remains were prepared for extraction, and the 
team left to establish a night defensive position. En rOLlte, the team fOLind the 
remains of Lloyd and Watson, still on their rope slings, in the trees on the 
edge of a cliff. BecaLise of the rLigged terrain and approaching darkness, the 
rescue team leader decided to wait until morning to recover these two remains. 
However, the following morning, the search team came Linder intense fire, and 
the team leader requested an emergency extraction, and in doing so, left all 
remains behind. 

All the crew and passengers <:on board the UHIH downed <:on the border of Laos and 
Vietnam west of the A Shall Valley that day were confirmed dead. It is 
unfortunate, bLit a reality of war that their remains were left behi.nd <:OLlt <:of 
necessity to protect the lives of the search team wh<:o fOLind them. They are 
listed with hon<:or among the missing becaLise their remains cannot be bLiried with 
honl::IY at ""I oms • 



r--.. - .... ~~ .. ::~,-' ... , .• __ ,~"''' '_'" ,t:.:'ur I. .. .\I:: .... .Y J,t':l aY'e amc,n!;;f neaY':ly 600 Am(-?l" ieans; listed as missing in Laos. Although the Pathet Lao stated publicly they held Americarl PYisoneY's of War~ they insisted that they wOlJld only be released fyom Laos. Because the U.S. did not recognize the commlJnis1: government of I_aos, no negotiations weY'e ever conducted for AmeY'icans held ir1 Laos" Not one Ameyican h~':\s ba~:Jn l"(~l(~ased fl"()m I._<':los. 

As tt,ousands of repoY'ts mount indicating that many AmE~rican prisoners are still held in Southeast Asia, one wonders if we will ever be able to bring the Vietnam War to an honorable end - by bringing all our soldiers home. 


