BEFE, GEORGE PHILLIF

Mame: fiecrge Phillip Berg

Fank/Branch: W1/US Army

Unit: Company A, 101st Aviation Battalion, 10ist Aivborne Division

Date of Rirth: 16 July 1946 (Seattle WA)

Home City of Record: Bel ford NJ

Date of lLoss: 18 February 1971

Cowntry of Loss: Laos

Loss Doordinates: 160431N 1071910E (YC481785)

Status (in 1973): Killed/Baody Not Fecovered

Category: 2

Aircraft/Vehicle/tiround: UHIH

Other Personnel in Incident: Walter E. Demsey; Gary L. Johnsony fGerald E. Woods
tall missing from UHIM); Allen F. Lloydy Ronald L. Watson (missing from Special
Forces team)

REMARES: KIA CRASH ~ REMS TAGD -~ NO RECDY - J

HYNOFSIS: WO Gerald E. Woods, pilat; WO George F. Berg, aircraft commander ; G4
Gary L. Jochnscon, door gunner; SF4 Walter Demsey, crew chief; were assigned to
Company &, 101lst Aviation Battalion, 10ist Airborne Division. On February 18,
1971, their UHIH was dispatched as part of a flight of four on an emergency
patrol extraction mission on the west side of the A Shau Valley in Thua Tin
Fraovince, South Vietnam. The patrol to be rescued included Sgt. Allen R. Llaoyd,
Capt. Fonald L. Watson and SFC Samuel Hernandez, part of Special Operations
Augmentaticn, Command % Cantral North, S5th Special Forces GHroup.

The team was assigned to MACV-S0E (Military Assistance Comnand, Vietnam Studies
and Observation Group). MACV-S80E was a joint service high command
unconventional warfare task force engaged in highly classified cperations
throwghout Southeast Asia. The Sth Special Forces channeled personnel into
MACV~-80G Calthough it was not a Special Forces group? through Special
Operations Augmentation (S0A), which previded their "cover" while under secret
orders to MACY-80E. The teams per formed deep penetration missions of strategic
recannaissance and interdiction which were ralled, depending on the time frame,
"Shining Brass" or "Frairie Fire" missions.

During the attempt to recover the patrol, Woods* helicopter came under heavy
fire and had to leave the pick-up zone with Lloyd, Watson and Hernandesz
attached to the three-staple rig. While in flight, the rope broke, and
Hernandez fell 3040 feaet, landing in double canapy Jungle. He was rescued the
fellowing day. The helicopter continued a sheort distance, and was hit by enemy
anti-aircraft fire, crashed and burned,.

On February 1%, a Special Forces recavery team was inserted at the crash site
to search the area. Woods and Berg were found dead in their seats. Johnson’s
body was found in a tree. One leg of Demsey, the burned crew chief, was found
in the cargo compartment. All remains were prepared for extraction, and the
team left to establish a night defensive pasition. En route, the team found the
remains of Lloyd and Watson, still on their raope slings, in the trees on the
edge of a cliff. Because of the rugged tervain and approaching darkness, the
rescue team leader decided to wait until marning te recover these twe remains.
However, the following morning, the search team came under intense fire, and
the team leader requested an emergency extraction, and in doing go, left all
remains behind.

All the corew and passengers on beoard the UHLH downed on the border of Laos and
Vietnam west of the A Shau Valley that day were confirmed dead. It is
unfortunate, but a reality of war that their remains were left bhehind out of
necessity to protect the lives of the search team whm found them, They are
listed with hanor among the missing because their remains cannot be buried with
honor at home. :
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listed as missing in Lans, Although the Fathet Las stated publicly they held
American Frisoners of War, they insisted that they would only be released from
lacs. Hecause the U.S. did not recagnize the communish government of laog, no
negotiations were ever conducted faor Americans held in Laos. Not one Amey ican
has been released from Laos.

As thousands of reports mount indicating that many American prizoners are stil]

held in Southeast Asia, one wonders if we will ever be able to bring the
Vietnam War to an honorable end ~ by bringing all our soldiers home.




