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CHAPMAN, PETER HAYDEN II 

Name, Peter Hayden Chapman II 
Rank/Branch, 03/US Air Force 
Unit, 37th Air F:escue Squadron, Da N •• n9, E>ol-tth Vi~,tnam Date of Birth' 26 AU9ust 1940 
Home City of Record, Centerburg OH 
Date of Loss, 06 April 1972 
Country of L05S~ South Vietnam 
Lo!ss Cc'ol'd inat(;!s, 1646513N 1070157E (YD1705'35) 
Status (in 1973): Killed/Body Not Recovered 
Catf.~{~clr·y= :2 
Acft/Vehicle/Ground, HH53C 
Personnel in Incident, April 2, Robin F. Gatwood; Wayne L. Bolte; Anthony Giannangeli; Charles A. Levis; Henry Mn Serex; Cal.l missing from the EB66). {_teol_ Iceal Hambleton (rescued after 12 days from EBG6)~ Ronald Pu Paschall; 8yron K. KLtlland; John W. Frink (all missing from UH1~i rescue helicopter), Jose M. Astorga (captured and released in 1973 from UH1Hl. April 3, William J. Henderson (captured and released in 1973 from OV10A r~~scue craft); Mark Clark (rescued after 12 days from OV10A rescue craft). April 6, James H. Alley; Allen J. AverYl Peter H. Chapman; John H. Call; William R. I'earson; Roy D. Prate. (£-\11 ~<IA/BNF.: fl"om HI-·153C II,Jolly :::):~~II l"E,'SCUF.? chc)ppeY·). Alsci in very cIc4se proximity to IIBat 21 11 0n April 3: Allen D. Ct,ristensen; Douglas Lg O~Neil; Edward W. Williams; Larry A. Zich (all missing from UH1H). April 7: Bruce C. Walker (evaded 11 days); Larry F. Potts (captured & dj.ed in POW camp) (both Inissing from OVI0A)~ 

REMARKS: CRASH F I F.:E ""-" A I R SEAF:CH NEG "-- .J 

SYNOPSIS: On the afternoon of April 2, 1972, two Thailand-based EB66 aircraft (Bat 21 and Bat 22), fr.::<m the 30th Air' Divisie.n, were flying pathfinder eSCol"t for a cell of B52s bombing near the DMZ. Bat 21 took. direct SAM hit and the plane went down. A single beeper signal was heard, that of navigator Col. lceal Hambleton. At this time it was assumed the rest of the crew died in the crash. The crew included Maj. Wayne L. Bolte, pilot; lLt. Robin F. aatwood, LtCol. Anthony R. Giannangeli, LtCol. Charles A. Levis, and Maj. Henry M. Serex, all crew members. It should be noted that the lowest ranking man aboard this plane was Gatwood, a First Lieutenant. This was not an ordi.nary crew~ and its melnbers, particularly Hambleton, would be a prize capture for the enemy because of military knowledge they pcssessed. 

It became critical, therefore, that the U~S~ locate Hambleton, and any other surviving crew members before the Vietnamese did - and the Vietnamese were trying hard to find them first. 

An Army search and reSClJ8 team was nearby and dispatched two UHIH Iislicks'l and two UH18 IICobrasll~ When they approached Hambleton~s position jlJst before dark, at about 50 feet off the ground, with one of the AH1G Cobra gunships flying at 300 feet for coverv two of tile tlelicopters were shot downk Olle, the Cobra (Blue G~lost 28) reached safety and the crew was picked up, without having seen the other downed helicopter. The other, a UH1H from F Troop, 8th Cavalry, 196th Brigade~ had just flown over some huts into a clearing when they encountered ground fire, and the helicopter exploded~ Jose Astorga, the gunner, was injured in tt,e chest and knee by the gunfirsa Astorga became unconscious f and wh~n he recovered, the helicopter was on the ground. He found tt,e pilot, lLt~ Byron K. Kulland, lying outside the helicopter~ WO John W. Frink, the co···pilot, was strapped ir, t,is seat and conscious. The crew chisf, BP5 Ronald P. Paschall, was pinned by his le9 in the helicopter, but alive. WO Franks urged Astorga to leave them, and Astorga was capturedu He soon observed the aiYcraft to be hit by atJtomatic weapons fire, and to explode with the rest of the crew inside~ He never saw the rest of the crew again" Astorga was rslesed by the North Vietnamese in 1973. 

The following day, Nail 38, arl DV10A equipped with ele,:tYonic rBSCIJ9 OP~~ 



\-:::11.:::11..1 ,I. .L IIIJ 1. 'C ~3"----1:~Y'f.~1iY- t.:) 9f~t; ~::\ Y' .{::'t/:::' 1 d ""T"i"X"TT"""'(7f'-~;- Y' f:;'\~:5C UFRt ('i:\ );'{~(,;::t; ;~.;r:}'f;(-':)Y' f~1d Hamb f1i'iT on ~-s"'-al~ea arid was shot downu The crew, Willian) Ju Henderson snd MByk Clark, both parBctluted out safely» Henderson was captured and released in 1973. CIByk evaded for 12 days and was subsequently yeSCUedR 

On I~pr il :3, the day N~ail 38 wats !51"1()'~ dowr1~ a UHlI,"/ 1151 ick ll went dQwn in thj-.? same aY'aa carrying a crew of four enlisted Army peY50nnel" They had rIo direct connection to the rescue of Bat 21~ but were very prolJably shot down by tt19 .ame SAM installations that downed Bat 21. The helicopter, from H/HQ, 37th Signal Battalion, 1st Signal Brigade, had left Marble Mountain Airfield, Oa Nang, on a standard resupply mission to signal units in and ayound Quarlg 'rl~i City. The crew, consisting of WO Douglas L. O'Neil, pilot; CW2 Larry A. Zich, co-pil,ot; SP5 Allen Du Christensen, crew chief; and SI~4 Edward Wo Williams, gUllneY'; remairl missing in action. 

On April 6, an attempt was made to pick up Clark and Hambleton which resulted in an HH53C helicopter being shot down. The chopper w •• badly hit. The helicopter landed on its side and continued to burn, ,:onsuming the Entire craft, and preslJmably, all 6 men aboard. The crew of this aircraft consisted of Jame. H. Alley; Allen J. Avery, John H. Call rII, Peter H. Chapman, William R. Pearson, and Roy D. Prater. Search and Y'esCIJe noted n() signs of survivors, but it is felt that the Vj,entamese probably know the fate of this crew becalJse of the close proximity of the downed aircraft to enemy lc)cations. 

On April 7 another Air Force OV10A went down in the area with Larry Potts and Bruce Walker aboard" Wa],ker, the Air Force pilot of ttie aircraft, evaded capture 11 days, while it is reported that Potts was captured and died in Quang Sinh pYisonu Potts, the observer, was a Marine Corps clfficer. Walker's last radio transmission to search and rescue was for GAR not to make an attempt to rescue, the enemy was closing in. Bot~) men remain unaccounted for. 

Hambleton and Clark were rescued after 12 incredible days. Hambleton continually changed pOSitions and Y'eported Ofl enemy activity as he went, even to the extent of calling in close ai,y strikes near his positionp He was tracked by a code he devised relating to the length and lie direction of vaY'ious golf holes he knew well~ Another 20 or 50 Ameyicans were not so foytunate~ 
In July 1986, the daughter of Henry S.rex learned that, one week after all search and rescue had been "called off'l for Bat 21, another mission was mounted to recover "another downed crewmember" fyom Bat 21" 9he doesn't krlow w~lett1ey 01" not it is her father or another man on the EB66 aiycraft~ No additional 

d WI tl . "B t '-'1" W"!-'-t:" re] e~(-ed shr:. W?:\~:' 
in fCIj'" mat b:ln ha$; been release It len 19 (O()Vle a ,.::. (;;0.:;:) ,~ .. _-t:,:;:)' " ~",,! (!, ~, horrified to learn that viytually no mention of the rest of the crew, IncludIng her father, was made. 

I V'· t.,·.' m~"._'>t 'fi9.htinc,', men, the man that fought beside them, whether in .. n le',.nam," " tl t~le air or on the ground, was worth dying foyu Each understoo~ ~hat the ~.ley would die foy him if necesSsY'yp Thus, also consid~ri~g t~e,c~1tlcal,~?owled~e,~ pOf~)S)f?SSf.~d by Col. Ham/JI(;z.'I~oll and jsome of th01 otht~II'SF ",the ~~)~€~~~'~191Y Ulll,~(;;l,llny (Oe,al1H:) taken to recover Clark and Hambleton aye not so unu~ual at all~ 
Wtlst defies logic and explainatioll~ however, its that the gove~nment "~~a~ s~nt 'these men to battle can distort or withold information to thelr faml~leby dnd knowingly abarldon hundreds of men known or styongly suspected to be 111 enemy 
hands .. 

of reports have been received by 'the UnSu Gove.rnment indicatin~ th~t Thc,u~~:;ands t I' I· h s b',-::.en 17 y(;-"l al'"C;: al'e '.~tl'll a],l've, 1'" r .. ·.aIJtivity in Bouthf?aS '"lSloi.:\N ..... a, ~.-',',," '.,"M~' ,::l-
Atnel"ic<7:U1~::) -

t t __ t'- h- ~ 'ved t~le 1972 Easter crashes and rescue at ,emp.su f()y' thl,_I~,,:}e W}l,.} may ave ,H)tJrVl , " "-lM r- ':;) with hnnf"ry,1I 'CI-r II 1 '"1'1 '[-,'1('(""' (n,·""t tl'ley watt f('or tl,el.r ,:eountry tc, brll1g p"a_e '" - .-
-ow ml,~ u ~~l.~ ,-
them and bring them home? 


