CHAFMAN, FETER HAYDEN I1

Name: Feter Hayden Ehapman I1

Fank/Branch: N3/U8 Air Force

Units 37th Air Fescue Bquadron, Da Nang, South Vietmam

Date of Rirth: 26 August 1940

Home City of Record: lenterburg OH

Date of lLuoss: 08 April 19737

Coaintry of Loss: South Vietnam

Loss Coordinates: 16465S8BN 1070157E CYDL170395)

Btatus Cin 1972)y Filled/Body Not Recovered

Category: =

Acft/Vehicle/Grounds HHS3C

Fersonnel in Incidents April Z: Robin F. Hatwoody Wayne L. Bolte; Arthiony
Hiannangeli; Charles A. Levisy Henry M. Serex; (all missing from the ERGED .
Ltoly Iceal Hambleton (rescued after 13 days from ERGEY. Ronald &, Faschally
Byron K. Eullandy John W.e Frink tall missing from UHMIH res-ue helicopter ), Jose
M. Astorga (captured and released in 1973 from UH1MHDY . April 3y William J.

it W

Menderson (captured and released in 1973 from DVIOA rescue craftly Mark Clavk

tresoued after 12 days from OVIOA rescue oraft), April 6y James M. Alley; Allen
Jo Averys Feter H. Chapman; John H. Cally William R. Fearsony Ray D. Frater
tall KIA/EBNE from HMHS3C "Jodlly B2 orescue chopper). Also in very close
proximity to "Rat 21"on April 3: Allen D. Christensen; Douglas .. OrNeil:
Edward W. Williams; Larry A. Zich (all migssing from UHIHY., April 73 Bruce (I
Walker (evaded 11 days); Larry F. Potts toaptured % died in FOW campl Chobth
missing from DV10A).

FEMARKES: CRASH FIRE -~ AIR SEARCH NES - J

BYNOFSGIS: On the aftermnoon of April &, 1972, two Thailand-based ERGE aivevaft
(Bat 21 and Bat 2&, from the 20th Air Divisian, were flying pathfinder escort
for a cell of RS2s bambing near the DMZI. Bat 21 took a divect SAM hit and the
plane went down. A single beeper signal was heard, that of Ravigator Col. Ioeal
Hambleton., At this time it was assumed the rest of the crew died in the crash.
The crew included Maj. Wayne L. Bolte, Piloty; 1.t. Robin F. Gatwood, Ltool,
Anthony R, Giannangeli, LtCol. Charles A, Levis, and Maj. Henry M. Serex, all
crew members. It should be noted that the lowest ranking man aboard this plane
was Gatwood, a First Lieutenant. This was not an wrdinary crew, and its
members, particularly Hambleton, would be a prize capture for the anemy because
of military knowledge they possessed.

It hecame critical, therefore, that the U.S, lewate Hambleton, and any wother
SUrviving crew members before the Vietnamese did ~ and the Viethamese were
trying hard to find them first.

AN Army search and rescue toam was nearby and dispatched two UHLH "slicks" and
two UMIE "Cobras". When they approached Hambleton! e position Just hefore clar k,
at about 50 feet off the ground, with one of the AHLE Cobra gunships flying at
300 feet fovr cover, twe of the helicopters were shot down. One, the Dobra (Blue
Ghost 28 reached safety and the crew was Picked up, without having seen the
ather downed helicopter. The aEher, a UMIM from F Troop, 8th Cavalry, 196th
Brigade, had just flown over some huts into a clearing when they encountered
ground fire, and the helicopter exploded. Jose Aztarga, the gunner, was injured
in the chest and knee by the gunfire. Astorga became unconscious, and when he
recovered, the helicopter was on the ground. He found the pilot, 1lt. Byron k.
Fulland, lying ocutside the helicopter. WO John W, Frink, the co-pilot, was
strapped in his seat and conseious. The crew chief, SFS Ronald F. Fasichall, was
pinned by Mis leg in the helicopter, but alive. WO Franks wrged Astorga to
leave them, and Astorga was captured. Me seoon observed the aivorvaft to bhe hit
by automatic weapons fire, and to @xplode with the rest of the crew inside. He
never saw the rest of the crew again. Astorga was relesed by the North
Vietnamese in 1973,

The following day, Nail 38, an OV10A4 eguipped with elestronic rescue ooas
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araa and was shob down, The crew, William J. Henderson and Mark Clark, both
parachuted ot safely. Henderson was captured and released in 1973, Clark
evaded for o days and was subsequently rescusd.

On April 2, the day Nail 38 was shet dewry, a UMLH Mg ik want down in the same
AU@R CaArrying a crew of feyr enlisted Army rersonnel . They had ro direct
connection to the rescue of Bat 31, but were very probably shot down by the
Bame SAM installations that downed Bat Z1. The helicopter, from H/HR, 37th
Signal Battalion, lat Signal Brigade, had left Marble Mountain Airfield, Da
Nang, on a standard resupply mission bo signal wnits in ang araund fluang Tri
City., The Lrew, consisting of WO Douwglas .. O MNeil, piloty CWa Larry A. Zich,
coe-pilaoty SRS Allen D. Christensen, crew chief; and SPF4 Fdward W, Williams,
HURNey; remain missing in action. '

On April &, an attempt was made to pick up Clark and Hambleton which rasul ted

in an HHS3C helicopter Peing shot down. The chopper was badly hit. The

opter landed on its side and continued te burm, consuming the entire
cratt, and presumably, all & men aboard. The orew of fhis alveraft consisted of
James M, Alleys; Allen J. Avery, John H. Call 111, Peter M, Lhapman, William .
Fearson, and Foy D. Pratar. Search and rescue nated no signs of sUrvivors, but
it is felt that the Vientamese Probably know the fate of this crew because of
the close proximity of the downed aircraft to anemy locations.,

On April 7 another Qir Foree OVIOA went down in
Bruce Walker aboard, Walker, the Air Forece pilo;g

capture 11 days, while it ig reported that Fotts was captured and died in fang
Binh prison, Fottes, the shserver, was a Marine Lovrps officer. Walker®s last
radic transmission te search and rescue was for SAF not to make an attempt to
rescue, the snemy was closing ine Both men remain unaccounted for,

the area with Larry Potts and
of the alroraft, evaded

Hambleton and Clark were rescued after 12 incredible days. Hambleton
continually changed positions and reported on enemy activity as he went, @ven
to the extent of calling in close air stribkes near hig position. He was tracked
by a code he devised relating to the length and lie direction of various gl f
holes he knew well. Ancther 20 or so Americans were et w2 fortunate.

Imn July 1986, the daughter of Henry Serew learned that, one week after all
s@arch and resoue had been "called off" fegr Bat 21, ancther mission was mountad
to recaver "“another downed crewnember™ from Bat 21. She doesn’t know whether or
not it is her father or ancther man wn the EBGE aircraft. No additienal .
information has been released. When the movie "Bat 21" was released, 5h@—wa?:wﬁ
hovrified to learn that virtually no menticon of the rest of the crew, including
her father, was made.

In Vietnam, to most fighting men, the man that fought beside them:_wheth?:ltﬁ
the air or an the ground, was worth dying for. Eaah‘undev%tmmq tht Fh? Hrjur
would die for him if necessary. Thus, alsn considering the arltlﬁall%ﬁuwiau%e-ﬁ
possessed by Col. MHambleton and some of the cthers, the ﬁemm}ﬁgly LI anny means
taken to reﬁmvar Clark and Hambleton are not so unusual at all.

What defiess logisc and explaination, however, is that the government that Eeﬁﬁ
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these men to battle can distort or withald infermation bt their Fum&{;emy kg
PnawinnTy abarndon hundreds of men known ar strongly suspected to be in BAEMY

hands.

i ' Gover i icatir ‘hat

Thousands of reports have been received by the U.S. Government 1ndgtmt1?g t@;rr

osands o 21y : the > e ! _ hat
Americans are still alive, in captivity in Houtheast fsia. It has L?T 1 fz E:
fﬂ; fanwe whao may have survived the 1972 Easter crashes and rescue athemp,mn X
L, r el 303 arg! T = o b o ) 3 . o o . or : l 'f I:'
How much Tongsry nust they wait for their country fo bring "peace with honor
them and bring them home?

o entered Mamblelton?




