CALb., JOMN HENREY LI

Mame: John Menry Call I11 :
Fank/Branch: 02/U8 Air Force

Unit: 37th Air Fescue Bguadron, Da Nang, South Vietnam
Date of Rirth: 09 February 1947

Mome City of Record: Potomac MD

Date of Loss: O6 April 1973

Lountry of Loss: South Vietnam

Loss Doordinates: 1646%58N 1070157E CYDL70595) f
Status {in 19730 Eilled/Body Not Recovered
Categoryr @

Ac Tt /Vehicle/fivounds HHSSO
Fersonnel in Incident: April 3: Robin F. Gatwood; Wayne L. Bolte Anthony
Giannangel i: Charles A. Lavisy Henry M. Serewx; (all missing from the EBGE),
LtUol. Toeal Hambleton frescued after 10 cays from EREE) . Ronald F Paschall;
Byron K. Kulland; Jobhn We Frink call migsing from UHIH rescue helicopter), Jose |
M. Astorga (captured and released in 1973 fram UHIMY . April 2 William .J. :
Henderson (captured and released in 1973 from OVIOA rescue craftly Mark Clark
trescued after 12 days from OVI0A rescue craft). April 6: James M. Alley; Allen
Je Avery; Pgter H. Lhapman; John H., Cally; William F. Fearwony RBoy D. Prater
"Jolly S2" rescue chopper). Alse in very ocloge

Call EIAZBNRE from HMS3O
proximity to "Rat 21"on April 3@ Allen D, Christensen; Douglas .. O'Neil;
Edward W. Williams; Larry A. Zich tall missing from UHIH) . April 7y Bruce O,

Walker (evaded 11 days)yg Larry F. FPotts (captured & died in BOW camp) Chath
missing from OVIOAD,

REMARES: CRASH FIRE - AIR SEARCH NES - J

SYNOFSIS: In the afterncon of April 2, 1972, two Thailand-based EB&EE airovraft
(Bat 21 and Bat 23), from the 20th Air Division, were flying pathfinder esecort
for a cell of BESEs bombing near the DMZ. Bat 21 took a direct S8M hit and the
plane went down. A single beeper signal was heard, that of navigatsr Lol . Iceal
Hambleton, At this time it was assumed the rest of the crew died in the crash.
The crew included Maj. Wayrne L. Bolte, pilot; LLt. Robin F. Gatwoond, LtCol.
Anthony F. Giannangeli, Ltol. Charles A. Levis, and Maj. Henry M. Serex, all
crew members. It should be noted that the lowest ranking man aboard this plane
was Hatwood, a First Lieutenant. This was not an mrdinary orew, and its
mamhers, particularly Hambleton, wowld be a prize capture for the gnemy becausse
af military knowledge they possessed.

It became critical, therefore, that the U.S. locate Hambleton, and any other
sUrviving crew members hefore the Vietnamese did ~ and the Vietnamese were
trying hard to find them first.

An Army search and rescue team was nearby and dispatched two UHIH "slicks" and
twa UHIE "Cobras”. When they approached Hambleton’s position just before davk,
at about 50 feet off the ground, with one of the AHLG Cobra gunships flying at
300 feet for cover, two of the helicopters were shot down. One, the Cobra (Blue
Ghost 28) reached safety and the crew was picked up, without having $EET~thE
othey downed helicopter. The other, a UHIH from F Troop, 8th Cavalry, 196th
Brigade, had Jjust flown over some huts into a clearing when they enauuntgrgd
qrm&nd fire, and the helicopter exploded. Jose Astorga, the gunner, was injured
in the chest and knee by the gunfire. Astorga hecame unconscious, and when h?
recovered, the helicopter was on the ground. He found the pilat, %gt. Byron K.
Fulland, lying ocutside the helicopter. WO John W. Friqﬁ,mthelmmwpiﬁmt, Wi )
strapped in his seat and consciouws. The orew chisf, SF% Ronald P Faschall, was
pinned by his leg in the helicopter, but alive, WO Franks urged Astiorga to .
leave them, and Astorga was captured. MHe soon observed the aircraft #m p@ hit
by automatic weapons fire, and to explode with the rest of the crew inside. He
never saw the rest of the crew again. Astorga was relesed by the Novth
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Vietnamesse in 1973,

The following day, Nail 38, an OV10A eguipped with electrvonic rescue gear
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area and was shot down. The crew, William J. Henderson and Mark Clark, boath :
parachuted out safely. Henderson was captured and released in 1973, Clark I
evadad for 12 days and was subsequently rescued.

On April 3, the day Nail 38 was shot down, a UMIH "slick" went deown in the BAME
area carrying a crew of four enlisted Army personnel. They had no direct
conpertion to the rescue of Bat 21, but were very prabably shot down by the
same BAM installations that downed Bat 21. The helicopter, from H/HR, 37th i
Bignal Battalion, lst Signal Brigade, had left Marble Mountain Air field, Da ;
Mardg, =n a standard resupply mission to signal units in and araund Buang Tri ‘
Zity. The worew, consisting of WO Douglas L. OPNeil, piloty CWE Larry A. Zich,
co-pilaty SPE Allen D. Christensen, crew chief; and SF4 Edward W. Williams,
GuUnneYyy remain missing in action,

On April &, an attempt was made to pick up Clark and FHamhleton which resul ted
in an HHS3C helicopter being shat down. The chopper was badly hit., The
belicopter landed on its side and continued to burn, consuming the entire
craft, and presumably, all & men aboard. The crew of this aireraft monsisted of
James M. Alley; Allen J. Avery, John H., Call ITI, Feter H. Chapman, William F.
Fearson, and Roy Do Frater. Search and rescue noted ne signs of survivorsg, but
it is felt that the Vientamese probably know the fate of this crew becaume of
the close proximity of the downed aireraft Lo gnemy locations.,

On April 7 another Alr Force OVIOA went down in the area with Larry Fotts and
Bruce Walker abwoard. Walker, the Air Force pilat of the aircraft, evaded
capture 11 days, while it is reported that Fotte was captured and died in Quang
Binh prison. Fotts, the cbserver, was a Marine Corpes officer, Walker®s last
radic transmissicon to search and rescue was for SAF net teo make an attempt to
rascue, the enemy was closing in. Both men remain unacoounted for.

Hambleton and Clark were rescued after 12 incredible days. MHambleton
continually changed positions and reported an enamy activity as he went, esven
to the extent of calling in close air strikes near his position., He was tvacked
hy a code he devised relating to the length and lie direction of various gl f
holes he knew well. Another 20 or so Americans were not so fortunate.

Im July 1986, the daunghter of Henry Serex learned that, wne week after all
search and rescue had heen "called aff" for Hat 21, another mission was mounted
Lo recover "another downed crewmember" from Bat 1. She doesn’t know whether o
not it is her father or ancther man on the ERGE aivovaft. No additional
infermation has been released. When the meovie "Bat 1" was released, she was
Morrified to learn that virtually no mention of the rest of the crew, dncluding
her father, was made.

In Vietnam, to most fighting men, the man that fought beside them, whether in
the air wr on the ground, was worth dying for. Each understood that the other
would die for him if necessary. Thus, also considering the critical krnowl edge
possessed by Col. Hambleton and some of the others, the seemingly WNCANNY MEans
taken to recover Dlark and Mambleton are not Siounusual at all.

What defies logic and @xplaination, however, is that the govarnment that sent
these men to battle can distart or withold information to their families, and
knowingly abandon hundreds of men known or strongly suspected to bhe in ensmy
Fands.

Thousands of reports have been received by the U.8. Government indicating that
Amaricans are still alive, in captivity in Southeast Asia. It has been 17 Year s
for those who may have survived the 19773 Easter crashes and rescue attempts.,
How mueh Longer must they wait for their mountry to bring "peace with honor " be
them and bring them home?




