
,"co 
i 

. '.- " 

BLUE 

On the first night wi th alpha troop I was taken around the troop 
area ~,nd in tr·oduced to evo?r:,'c.ne in the troop. I me t Cap ta in 
King the guns platoon leader. He seemed happy to see me as he 
mentioned he was short of cobra pilots. I met the scout platoon 
h'ader and the sl ick platc.on leader but I can"'t remenber their 
names. I me t man>' of the pi lots in the troop .~nd the.y seemed 
less than friendly. In fact some were very rude. They saemed 
de 1 i gh ted to pc. i n t ow t the fac t th~. t I v,las j'1st a n,n',1 gu:,', an 
FHG or' HFG. You can imagi ne IAlhat the "F" ",tood for. I ",las. 
definately a fucking new guy and I tried my best to make a good 
impression. I didn't let anyone know that the hazing bothered 
me. I just took it and laughed it off 1 i k,' a good ne."bee. 
Finally I was introduc.d to Blu •. 

Blue ''ia.s the infantr·>' or' grunt platoon leader. He ",as Sitting 
alone at the officers' club bar leaning on h's elbows over a 
can of beer. His Jungle fatigues were faded. He had an army 
issue ball cap on, the kind that the bill was a ways crooked. He 
turned to shake my hand. He didn't sa:" an;-'thing. He just 
nodded. He was a very young man but he didn't have the face of 
a young man. Hi s eyes "'ere dar·/( bro"Jn, wi del y spaced and •· .... ry' 
int.nse. There was no expr.ssion on his fllce that I could 
understand. I certainly COUldn't tell what he was thinking. He 
didn·'t look at me I ike I ''ias an FHG. It "'as I ike he was looking 
at a d.ad man or, perhaps, another dangerous cobra pilot that 
might accidentally ki II some of his men. Blue· returned to his 
beer and his sol i tude. It "'as, time; for me; to r.a'.,'e a fe;,,,, dr inks. 
and r-eflect on rn)-' situation. I t.'.,lanted to I~O home. I alread)' 
hated that place. 

As· time passed I 1 earnEed that e,)eryone in thE' troop 10'.Jed and 
r·espe;cted Blue. ("')hen Blue w~.IK.d b>', enter'ed the me:·s hall, or 
en tered thEe off i cer:,'" club, e;",eryone inc 1 uel i ng the tr'oop 
commander would stop what thEeY warEe doing acd gree;t him. He 
would only nod. Very se;ldom did I hear him s&y anything. He; 
kept mostly to himself or with his mEen. He had thirty-five mEen 
undEer' his command and car'Eed dEeeply for their ·safty. l·Jhen thEe 
Qrunt platoon suffered casualtiEes Blue would taKe it very hard. 
')"ou could se;e it in his fa.ce. He had an a"'Ee'",omE responsibilit>··. 
Several timEes I noticed Blue wr'iting to the farr.ilies of his men 
that WEere ki lIed or wounded in action. What & tough thing to 
h·~ve to do. 

During a mission when we "insEerted" the grunt platoon to check 
OIJ t a bunl<:er' comp lEex or some other· enem>' ac t i v i ty, B1 UEe wou'! d 
take over the mission. He would dire;ct his people on the ground 
and ad\! i se the; command and control hel i copter or cobr~. le~.d or, 
the FM radio. That's whe;n Blue did all hi. talking, on the 
Fox-Mike radio. He ran a professional operation. He would 
direct rocKet and mini gun fire; from the; cobras and arti lary fire 
as needed. He would turn in spotting reports of any enemy 
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ac t i v i ty to the .:obr·a 1 ead and the i nfor'ma t i on V.Jas· pas.t on to 
OUf"' 1 i a i son off i cef"'. OUf"' 1 i a i son c,ff i cer· w"s 1 oca ted at 
the headquaf"'ters of the uni t we wef"'e SUppOf"'tirlg, usually the 
F ou r' t h D i vis i on a t Camp En ar' i • 

Blue was in his element, on the gf"'ound commanding his troops. 
He was very efficient. He and his men could firld the bad guys. 
On one occasion he found a cache of SKS ChirlE'se r·ifles; on 
another' an undef"'ground hosp ita 1; on ;'.nother an NVA, Nor th 
Vietamese Army, pay officer wi th bags full of dink money. Blue 
lead his men in many fire fights, but he was very careful not 
to over extend his platoon and receive unnecess~ary casualties. 
He seemed to a,lv.,lays know t/.Jhen to breaK cont.ci.ct or call ina 
r'eaction force that was:· usually on sta.nd by ir, ca.-::·€' lA'€' ran into 
a large enemy force. Of course Blue always had cobras, LOHs 
(armed 1 i ght obser'.'at i on hel i copter's), and the s.l i cKs o'.'ef"'head 
in c·~se he needed a little help. 1),Je cOIJld "ex~r'.;;,ct" Blue and 
his, men in a mattef"' of minutes if they r'an into tf"'ouble. In an 
army term Blue was simply OUTSTANDING I The bel,t grunt I ever 
salAl. 

Blue l-<Jasn-"t his real name. It was, his call sign. In fij,ct 
"Blue" V,las used by the slicK pli),toon .;;,s well as the gf"'unt 
platoon. Each slick pilot 'Mould use BllJe followed by a, number' 
thirty to thirty-nine. An example would be "Blue-thf"'ee-two 
this is Blue-thf"'ee-six on Uniform (UHF radio), over." The 
s,cout platoon call sign "'as Red follo<\led by r,umbers in the 
teens. The cobra or guns platoon was White fc.llowed by numbers 
in the twenties. Blue's i),ctu,;;,l call sign "Ie,S Blue-six. The 
numbef"' six indiciting commander as in this case platoon leader. 
All the pi lots, talked to Bl ue-s i x so much c.n He r'ad i 0 that V,I. 
simpl y call ad him Bl ue <;,11 the time. It becanle hi '=, n i d~name. 
La tel' we changed OUf"' call sign scheme af"'ound \ he ches:, board. 
Knight was fof"' cobf"'a pilots; Rook fof"' s,lick pilots,; Bishop fc.r' 
LOH pilots. The grunts were the pawns but the) certainly Wef"'e 
not expendabl e" HovJever, Bl ue Wil,S st i 11 81 ue. 

When Blue's year was up he extended for six morths in Vietnam. 
The Army had a special pf"'ogf"'am for this type of extension but I 
can't f"'emenbef"' I,Mha tit 'Mas call ed. I f you e)< tended fc.r six 
months you got a thirty day leave and after the six months you 
could be discharged from the Af"'my. It was aclually an early 
discharge and it was attf"'active to some. When Blue f"'eturned 
from hi'E. lea,ve he took over' the grunt pl.atoorl a.gain. It r.·'.Jas 
good to have him back. 

One day I was flying lead cobra and running t~e mission in an 
ar'ea north-"Iest of An k:he. T,'JO LOHs or scout. ,~ef"'e hover' i ng 
over the tree tops look i ng for bad guys. TV,le. cc.br,~"· c i rc 1 ed 
ovef"'head to pf"'ovide cover fof"' the LOHs. We were on station fof"' 
o',}ef"' ij,n houf"' and hadn"t found anything. OUf"' 1 i;;.is,on officeI' 
cal led me on the FM radio and advised that a L.RRP (long f"'ange 
reconnaissance patrol), usually Just one man, ~ad made contact 
VJith a small enemy element. I v,las gil.'en lc.catic.n, call sign, and 



FM radio frequency. ] advised the LOHs and W'l went to look for 
the LRRP. I made radio contact with the LRRP and in a whisper 
he advised me of his situation. I sent the LI1Hs down to find 
the LRRP's exact posi tion and to locate the enemy. It wasn't 
long b,dore I not iced puffs of smoke com i ng ou t ()f the j ungl E'. 

I asked the LRRP about it and he said he hild called for 
ar·ti ller~.' earl ier. The puffs w"re marking rounds c,f ·ar·ti ller·y 
and I advised th" LRRP that we wer" moving of·: to a safer 
disti;.nce until h" could shut off the arti·l"r·y. I advised 
our I iaison officer of same. We circled near by out of the way 
l~ai t i ng to go back into assi st the LRRP. I r·8ce i \)ed a calIon 
the VHF radio that our replacement team was (In their way to 
r·e 1 i "ve u·,;. I br i "fed the cobra 1 ead on the ;;. tua t i c,n and 
re turned to An KhE1 for fue 1 . 

We refueled, ate C rations, relaxed, checked the aircraft and 
just killed time. We had to be back on stiltion wi thin two 
hours. A few mi les short of the LRRP's location I cal led the 
lead cobra on station for the si tuation brie1:ing. What came 
back over my radio head set was and still is a source of 
nightmare·,;. In a calm voice Hri;.t bel ied his terrsion ·Slnd gr·ief, 
cobra lead 1 et me have it. 

The LRRP had been hit and was in troubl". Our cobras and LOHs 
provided support with rocket and mini-gun fire tlUt the bad guys 
v,er·e sti II ther·e. Our command and contr·ol sl icV had arr·ived on 
st.ation ~~ith our tr·oop command"r, t'lajor !"la.xson, and Blue. It 
was so desp"rate for the LRRP that Major Maxsom landed his 
;;.lick in·a small clearing near b:>'. H" and Blue ';lot out and 
pr·oceeded tOl,rar·d th" LRRP'·s posi t i on on foot. Ell ue vJas hit and 
down. Major Maxson had part of his ear shclt off and was 
getting treatment. The LRRP and Blue were still on the ground. 
Their condition unknown. No communication. Th. grunt platoon 
was being inserted. As cobra lead left statior he told me I 
had to get Blue out of there. I told him I would do my best. 

v.Je cover·ed the sl i cks as the rest of the gr·unt~. wer·e i nser·ted. 
It was quiet on the ground as the grunts carefully moved toward 
Blue and th" LRRP. Finally the grunts made contact with the 
bad gUYS and the fire fight was on. The grunt platoon sargent 
advised me on the FM radio of the enemy's position and directed 
our rocket and mini-gun fire. He had no worel of Blue or the 
LRRP. Major Maxson returned on station in the command and 
control sl i ck and took over· command of the operat i on. He 
seemed to be OK. After nearly two hours of fig~ting I received 
the ra.dio calIon '.JHF that '::Jur replacement te.~rn r;Jas· on the !;,ray. 
The cobra lead immediately asKed about Blue. I gave him the 
br i ef i ng. ~.1y team re tur·ned tc' An Kh" for fue 1 <.nd ammo. 

Two hours past and we were on our way bacK. Again I called 
cobra lead for my br"ifing. As soon as I made radio contact I 
asked about Blue. H"re it was again, coming out of my radio 
head set, something I didn't want to hear. T~ is time cobra 
lead wasn/t quite so calm. His voice connoted a trace of outrage 
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and gr' i ed. Bl ue ha.d bl?l?n shot in the che·",t and he bl ed to deCl.th 
before the grunts got to him. The LRRP was delld too. They were 
stripped of valuables and weapons. The grunt platoon had been 
extracted and was heading back to An Khe wi~h the bodies. I 
rodgered the briefing and took over the mission. 

There ,,'ere sever".l enemy kill ed but I'm sure sOc',e got away. 1,4e 
spent the rest of the day looking for them but 'Je didn't find a 
trace. 

B1IJ€' I/.,Ias dead and everyone in the tr'oop t·o·Ja.s Si ck B.bout it. I 
was very upset but I carried on as if nothing had happened. 
That's the I<.'ay I delt ,,11th things like this .• I couldn"t let it 
get to me. But I coulcJn't gl?t it out of m>' mind. I ha.',.'e never' 
been a.ble to get it CIUt of rn}' mind. I havE' thc'ught about this 
event many times since the day it happened. 

Ther's were some mi staKes made but i t I·~as r,c, one"'s 
was simply the way things happened. It wa.; the 
combat. 'lou couldnl't contr'ol t?E.)er'y aspect <:if.8, 
spontaneous events. Immediate decisions had to be 
situ.;;.tion developed. Howe'.'er·, .·,ith the aid of hind 
were two big mistakes that stand out. 

fa.ult. It 
nature of 

ser'ies of 
made as· the 
si ght ther'e 

When we ini tially made contact with the LRRP we gave up his 
posi ticn to the enemy with the LOHs hoverjn~l over him for a 
v i sua 1 con ta.c t. l ... Je had to Knot}.) e:x:ac t 1 y wher'e he I/Ja-;;:· so, in 
case of a fire fight, we wouldn't hit him. As. we looked for 
the enemy we had to clear the area because of arti Ilary 
spotting rounds. By the time the arti Ilary was shut off and 
the other team of cobr·o.s and LOHs moved back in, the enem~" hil.d 
found and wounded the LRRP. This series of everts was the first 
mistake. 

The second mistake was the fact that Major Maxson tried to saue 
the LRRP wi th just himself and Blue. Major Maxson should have 
taken the time and inserted the grunt platoon. It was already 
too late for the LRRP when his posi tion was compromised wi th no 
one to cover him. The enemy used the LRRP as bai t in a trap. 
It was a common trick and Major Maxson should have known 
better. Blue was always careful wi th this type of situation 
and would not have jeopardized the safty of his men with gung­
he- heroics .. Yet Blue foll,:owed "lajor' Maxs.on, kneol"ing that it 
was a bad move, to his death. 

Another' s."d thing. I can"t remember' Blue·'s. r,ame' Often, Blue 
is on my mi nd yet I can" t remember his name" I know it is on 
that black ,,1.3.11 in k1ashingt,:on 3.long '/Jith the other be-tray",d. 
But that·,s little comfort. Someday I"d I ike teo look 'for Blue 
on tha. t bl ack wa II. P",r'haps, I "J ill rememtoE'r when I ·:·ee it. 


