CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
16TH MILITARY HISTORY DETACHMENT
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM
APQ San Francisco 96375

AVHCS-MH ' 18 December 1968
SUBJECT: After Action Interviews, Tay Ninh, 3/17th Air Recon Squadron.

Command Historié.n
HQ, USARVV(Cmd Gp)
APQO 96375

l. Submitted for your perusal and file are copies of five synopses of inter-
views. At inclosure 1 is a synopsis of an interview with W2 Henry L. Hansen,
W3157560, Aviator, C&C Helicopter, 1/25th Infantry Division. Inclosures 2
through 5, respectively, are synopses of interviews with CPT Robert M. Brown,
05328268, Air Rifle Platoon Leader of Troop €, 3/17 ARS, 1LT James M. Ingraham,
05241033, Scout Platoon Leader, CPT Donald E. Jones, 103398, Operations Officer,
and CPT Robert S. Helser, 05229467, Section Leader, Weapons Platoon, all of
Troop B, 3/17th Air Recon Squadron. '

2. The interviews were all conducted by Major Paul W. Child, Jr., 089190, ADA,

Commanding Officer, 16th Military History Detachment, Headquarters, United States b
Army, Vietnam at Tay Ninh Base Camp on 30 September 1968. 4
b
3. The original and tapes of these interviews were presented to Major Pritchett, d
CO, 20th Military History Detachment, for inclusion in the composite Tay Ninh (,\J
Report to be transmitted to you at a later date prior to forwarding to OCMH.
L. No restrictions were placed by any of the interviewees on the use of these
tapes.
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SUBJECT: After Action Interviews, Tay Ninh, 3/17th Air Recon Squadron.

Command Historian
HQ, USARV'{Cmd Gp)
APO 96375

l. Sulmitted for your perusal and file are ocgpiss of five synopses of inter—
views. At inclosure 1 is a synopals of an interview with W2 Henry L. Hansen,
W3157560, Aviator, C&C Helicopter, 1/25th Infantry Division. Inclosures 2
through 5, respectively, are synopses of interviews with CPT Robert M. Brown,
03328268, Alr Rifle Platoon Leader of Troop G, 3/17 ARS, 1LT James K. Ingraham,
0521033, Scout Platoon Leader, CPT Donald E. Jones, 103398, Operations Qfficer,
and CPT Robart S. Heiser, 05229467, Section Leader, Weapons Platocn, all of
Troop B, 3/17th Air Recon Squadron,

<. The interviews were all conducted by Major Paul W. Child, Jr., 089150, ADA,
Commanding Officer, l6th Military History Detachment, Headquarters, United States
Army, Vietnam at Tay Ninh Base Camp an 30 September 1968.

3. The orlginal and tapes of these interviews were presaented to Major Pritchett,
0O, 20th Military History Detachment, for inclusion in the composite Tay Ninh
Report to be tranamitted to you at a later date prior to forwarding to OCMH.

he No restrictions were placed by any of the interviewses on the use of these
tapes.
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SYNOPSIS OF INTERVIEW WITH

The interview was corducted by Major Paul W, Child, dJr., 089190, Art-
illery, Commanding Officer, l6th Military History Detachment, Headquarters,
United States Army, Vietaam, on 30 Septenber 1368 at Tay Ninh Base Caamp,
Headquarters, 1/25th Infantry Division,

Ql (10) Mr. Haneen, can we begin by you giving us & brief resume of your
military experience before coming to Vietnam?

A: I had basic training, nine months of flight school, and then came direct~
1y to Vietnam.

Q2 (12)_ What type of assignment have you had since arriving in Vietnam?

A: My assignment in Vietnam is to the aviation battelion which gives direct
support to the 25th Infantry Division. I work with the platoon that provides
the cammand and control aircraft for the trigades, division artillery, and
division staff. I have been flying in coumsnd and control for my entire tour
which is Just short of twalve months, During my first four months in-coun ’
I flew as camand and control for all the different Lrigades, division artil-
lery, and the general airaraft. The last eight months inecountry I have been
flying as command and control for the lst Brigade.

Q3 (17) Did you find that your flight school gave you proper preparation for
Jour duties here?

A: It was the best preparation in the States. I fly a UH-1l, a two pilot air-
craft. Far the first three manths in Vietnan, you fly as second man to con-
tinue the education you get in flight achool.

Qt () Ie the aircraft commander selected on the basis of rank or experience,
or both?

A: He is selected strictly by ability. I made alroraft commander in less
than two months. It also depends on avallability of personnel to £i1l1 the
slots., 1 had the advantage of learning many different types of flying in a
short period. _

Q5 (27) Could you discuss same of your typical missions, please?

A: In the 25th Divieion, the G&G aircraft is the direct support from the div-
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ision given to the brigede. It is under the command of the brigade comnand-
er. I've had C&C essignments, general support, have engaged targets and made
Dust-Qffs, We got a cartain amount of every type of flying in Vietnam.

Q6 (30) Could you describe a day when the enemy 18 not involved in a large
scale attack?

A3 Yesterday, we took a resupply misaion of water cut to the field, Later,

. We took the brigade commander arcund to the fire support bases which he look-
od over. We flsw a recon mission, keeping the MSk's cpen. We controlled
troop movements on the ground while the hattalion commanders were off refuele
ing. We had an LNO type run to supply persomel and liaisons to the divisian.

Q7 (38) Would you now discuss your activities during the attack on Tay Minh
betwean 17 and 18 August? .

A: The attack began the night befors. A number of PSB's came under heavy at-
tack and we began flying at 2300, We flew over areas, calling air strikes and
artillery. We imocked out thres 50 caliber gun emplacements by calling artile
lery from our aircraft, We also acted as a relay station and genaral control
of the ground forces. The next morning we ware relieved by a crew who flew
into Tay Ninh City to make a recon of the area. Enemy farces were reported in
the city and they received heavy sutomatic wespens fire, seversly wounding the
pilot with the aircraft sustaining five or six bits., A half hour later they
retuned. My crew then replaced their crew and we went back to the clty and
cantrolied and guided ground troops into the city. Later on, we were meving
up the MiR's into the city. The ground troops were receiving heavy fire in-
cluding RFG's. A company was pinned down and tried to withdraw from the area.
I engaged the area with my door guns and we were almost able to stop the enemy
fire, providing cover for our troops to withdraw, regroup, and reenter the
area. The ambushing personnel ran and sustained mynercus casualties, but the
majority of them were able to withdraw further into the city, They hit us,
ran, and finally we pushed them out of the city.

Q8 (56) Mr. Hansem, you were awarded the Silver Star in June., GCould you dis-~
cuss the actions that led to the award?

A1 I have to give a lot of credit to the team that worked in the command and
control aircraft, The batialion was aweeping a deserted village in which there
were VO, In the initlal contact, two perscnnel were wounded and support per—
sonnel were not able to withdraw them. We called in CS ships, amoke ships,
and a gun team for cover. The growd command net was blocked with traffic, I
tock over control of the CS and mmoke ships., We dropped (S into the area and
numerous VC tried to run from the area. Gunshipe moved in., They caught five
VC as they tried to treak away in a rice paddy. The emoke ship provided ax~
cellent cover for the CS ship and we clearsd everything except for two bunkers.
The smoke ship ran out of amoke and we also ran out of CS, so we called artil-
lery amoke in for cover to advance our troops., I tock my aircraft down to 500
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feet and 1 wms able to pin the enany in such a way that they weren't gble to
return effective fire. ' They made a second attempt to rescue wounded perscn=
nel, but it weas unsuccessful since Charlie moved back in after the CS cleared,
We again withdrew. On the third attempt we coordinated the grownd troops more
with the artillery amoke and brought them within 15 mpters. The gunships de~
siroyed & number of hootches where the VC were located. At this time we had
tactical air waiting to be used, but we weren't able to call it in because of
the closeness of friendly troops to the enemy., However, about this time, the
eney was starting to withdraw. Then we ware able to call in the air strikes
and use napalm. During the fourth attempt, the ground troops were able to de-
stroy the enemy bunkers snd they withdrew the wounded troops. At this tine,
there vas no NEIEVAC alrcraft available and I went in with my own C&C alraraft.
We had a thnderstarm overhead and wounded on the ground, I picked up the
wounded perscnnel snd brought them to the hospital. We set up & night leaguer.
Thonmctmomingwmovedbackintothnmandweh&damousbodywmt
elthough the enemy had the sdvantage of removing the majority of bodies and
weapons from the area.

Q9 (76) About how many Dust-Off missiona did you perform during May and June?

A: We had over 60 Dust~0ffs and we killed over 45 VC confirmed body count from]
ny aircaraft.

Q10 (77) What is the mskeup of your aircraft arew and who else usually rides
in the hellcopter? _

A: It consists of the crew chlef as right door gunner and a regular laft door
gunner, oy pilot, and the airceraft commander. The rest of the crew is the art—
illery INO, the brigade commander, and a radio operator, We work closely with
the artillery LNO. He coordinates between the commander and myself, calling
artillery and getting clsarances.

Q1L (83) What are the commnications net you establish an a mission?

A: I have an advantage of using three M's and a console, UNF, VHF, and & stand-
ard redio., We keep the artillery warning net on the airuraft radio. The UHF
and VHF we use for tower clearances and flight following and we kesp the console

on the trigede net. Whatever unit we're supporting is kept on the remaining
radlos.

Q12 (85) Have your communications generally been relisble or have you expar-
ienced difficulty with yowr radice?

A: They are quite reliable and radio difficulties gre easy to clear up, We
have alternates to rely cn. The maintenance has been very good.

QL3 (88) How has your helicopter stood up mechanically and how much maintenw
ance la the aircraft given?
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A: I am TDY to the 1st Brigade. The majority of maintenance is pulled by
my own crew, Maintenance has been quite good considering the fact that the
adrcraft is many times flown up to 18 hours & day, The aircraft has stood
up remarkably well and it has taken a rough beating. I've never had any
ddfficulty getting help, even though I'm away from my home unit. We are
able to follow maintenance schedules. We Wy to keop Intermediate inspecte
ions (every 25 flying hours) within two hours of the spprointed time. Dally
inspections are always pulled,

QL (101) Mr. Hansen, how much of a problem has the weather been?

A1 It 18 a major problem, I fly a single ship. I've flown in weather that
I wouldn't fly in back in the States. I have a szall area which I am famil~
iar with and point to point flying is really not affected. It 4s SOP in the
25th Division that alrcraft fallow roads as much as possible, and that they
fly en the right side of the road, I've flown in weather where I didn't see
the helicopter that passed until he was out y side doors.

Q15 (106) Can you discuss any special techniques that have been developed
over here? -

At I think our flight following system is the most dmportant new development,
We report time of takeoff, time to destination ar orbiting. If wo miss g re-
porting time, they call you back. If they are unable to contact you, they in-
itlate search and rescue. The standard procedure of following roads wnables
you to know exactly where you are going down end gives you a flat surface, In
engaging targeta with door guns, I prefer to set up an orbit around the target
varying from 1500 te 1000 fest, Orbiting has been vary effective,

Ql6 (115) Wwhat type of evasive action do you take if you find yourself under
the fire of en ecnemy 50 caliber maching gun?

At Get away from it as fast as you can. Evan when following roads, I never
i'ly:lnastraight]ineandwimengagod,lneverrollowatmsinreatm.

Ql7 (121) Do you use the same evasive technique when faced with an RPG threat?

A: RPG's are not a major thneat wnless you're cn the ground. The RFG is not
accurate as an anti-aircraflt weapon,

Q18 (123) Are there any special problems you have encountered that tend to
make it difficult to perform your missione?

A: Too aften GS ships are not given enough information about the location amd
pecple they are supposed to support, but the flight following tries to supply
this Information.

Q19 (128) Are there any other comments you would like to make?
4
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A: There is much aircraft time wasted due to not snough planning before

they get the aircraft in the alr. Flying a singls person in an alrcraft is
another problem. I don't think there is enough time or enough emphasie put
on ulilization of aircraft. I've enjoyed the type of fiying I do. I think
tho important thing for any pilot is to watch what is happening with the
grownd troops, and developing a sense of understanding and safety. In my Op=-
Ldon, a slick ship (UH-1D) has poor utilization and poorly trained personnel.
A very effective weapon is (S gas, eopaclally on the VC, who panic when it is
used. It doos not affect the American soldiar in this Ways

QA (1i8) As I mentioned earlier, this interview will be used for historical

purposes only. Do you wish to place any special restricticns ocn its uee?
Also, do you wish it classified and if 80, what leval?

At 1 have no restrictions and I don't think it has any classification, It
is my own opinion.

Major Child: Mr. Hansen, let me @xpress my sppreclation for your comuents
and good luck in your coming assigment $n CONUS.
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LIST OF QUESTIONS
Captain Robert M. Brown, 05328268
Air Rifle Flatoon Leader

Troop C, 3/17th Air Repm Squadron

1. PAGE 1 (07) Captain Brown, can we begin Ly having you give a hrief
;om:rmunhnminmhtmmgto

2. (1) Did you find that the servios schooling and experience

prior to yowr ooxing to Vietnam adeguately prepared you
for your Job?

3. (15) Have you besu the »ifle platoon commander eincs Troep C
has arrived in countsy?

4, (17) Could you briefly describe the organisation of your plat-

oon?

5. PAGE 2 (21) What are the types of misaions normally assigned to your
platoen?

PAGE 3 (36) Do you recall how many instances there have been where
you ware required to furnish security for downsd aircpraft?

7. (45) How is your platoon armed for this partioular mission?

(49) Do you usually find yourself involved in a firefight after
you set your parimeter up around a downed airoraft?

PAGE 4 (52) Can you discuss one or two more specific missions, mot the
missicn of providing ssewrity for dewned airaraft?

10, PAGE 6 (85) thtmmhydmtmmmwph-outm
some kind of operation?

o~

®

~0

1. PAGE 7 (90) Do you normally deploy as a platcon, or is it oustomary
%o treak the platoem wp into secticns and put them out
on different missioms?

12, (93) Are there any other procedurss you have developed that
you think might be worth memtioning?

13. PAGE 9 (139) How high is the morale of the rifle platocn?

* Regrogea UNCLALSH-ZD When Separc. . .
irom CLASSIFIED inclosures
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List of questions continued.

14. PAGE 10 (150) Captain Brown, could you discuss the casualtiee sus—
tained by your platoon since arriving in Vietnam?

15. (161) As I mentioned earlimr, this interview will be used
for historical only. Do you wdsh to plase
any special res tions on its use? Do you wish it
be given a classification? If so, what level?
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Transcription of Interview With
Captain Rebert M. Browm, 05328268, Infantry
ALy Rifle Platoon Leader
Troop C, 3/17th Aly Recon Squadren

The Lnterview vas couducted on 30 September 1968 by Major Paul W.
m, Jhr.. mp mp Cm m;mumw
Detachment., Headquartera, MMSMWIW,W“WMM
Canp, Headquarters, lst Rrigade, 25th Tnfamiry Division.

Major Child: Captain Brown, can we begin hiy kaving you glve a hrief
mdmﬂ%%mab%oﬂnhﬁotm?

Captain Brosau: I wank to the University of Alabams and got my comisstion -
through ROIC. After corpleting that, I wext through the basic course at
F:;b;l:mﬂ.ng,ﬂa. m&-pmmamvu&um,x
w flight - school, s nonths in school bef

to Fart Knox, Ky. to the 3/17th Car, e e golne

Captain Brown: I think tho bhckground I got at the infantry schocl

the flight tralning gave me & pretty good background, Ofmmolh;’:mm
cembat. expardence, but the basis tactics and dootyine 1s pretty much the
saize ard ones you apply the lesaans learmed in a few cambat oituaticus
peculisr o Vietnam, you do have a good backgreund to work with over here.

Major Child: Have you beent the rifls plateon oemomrder ainec Troop C
arrived in country? ) e

Captain Drowni I started cut at Port Knax as the 140t seckion leader

m&aﬁammmmunnumw.:
or about three manths in-country bafore X took

rifle platoon. over the

Majorr Chlld: cmﬂdymhriaﬂ.vduoxd.bemmtimorymrphtm?
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you

Do you recall how many instanses there have bean whers
were reqiired to furnish sscurity far downed atreraft?

Majar Child:

mm
mmwMumnwm mw

mwmmu i mm ww

m muMM mmm
g 9
i mmmmwmdmwm mM

Bﬁﬂﬂ‘&l,

ittahathamovoxwai.rcmntoaet
them. Dealdes getting the alreraft

How 1s your platoon armed for this partieviar misaion?

HajJor Child:

Major Cnild: Doymﬁsuanyﬁ.ndmmd:inmhtdin
you set your perimetar up around a dowmed aircraft?
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t they sould be well hidden, Vot anly that, thay went tloough the sxea
axd oleanod up that would Sndiesto that thure had been a mditary
operaticn thers ab all, . Lirad

Jens Muws wany, butwhm:mmma.m&cttMMdew
oqulpment, bat golng back in Lo nodt day ve oowlda't oonfirm 1t.

¥ajor Child: mmummmﬁmmmm

Coptain Aroums mmum-nmhhmmm-wm
2% paople on the grand. We're a ammll ssrwbor and
én tha othor man, I oot thel the zan on #y loft axd right kowow 3o
and thay've also got to bo trwined Lo take over eaah olher's jobs, They arc
& Jitls Wb difforent fhom a Lioo infwntry wit, mdxly dus 4o thelr size,
Yo are & rocen platoon = valn mlisslon of the air rifls plstoon s rooce
palosance. Qur sdoston 13 not =0 mwch to closs with and or capture

E
:
]
{

Mmmhmtbmnﬁmd%wﬁahtﬂau}m. Qe
thoriﬂapmbmhmmaummnmmthntwmwmm
orzanle alvarait ~ wo &re o cogplote tomn. Wolve got gmakdye, somba,
infardey, everyihing camtalned wWithin the wundit. Whereas another weld might
MWWW.WMMW,M,I
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Captain Hrown: I think we should put a CONFIDENTIAL restriction an tids
mwtmuamdmormortmqmraﬂomw!ﬂ.chmMmri@b
at thias tine.
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SYNOPSIS OF INTERVIEW WITH
LT JAMES M, INGRAHAM, 05241033

Artillery, Commanding Offioes
Headquarters, United States Ay, Vietaam at Nixh Base » !mtm’
1/25th I.nta;t.ry Diviaicn. i o

QL (06)s Lieuteuant Ingrebam, can we begin this intervisw with a brief resume
of your ssrvice experience mricr to Vistanax?

A: After high sohool, I joined the Navy snd %as in UDT and sulmarines. After
the Navy, I went to college and joined the Army in 1960, I spent aix years in
mamwum,thmmttoowmmm-mmmmvm

Q2 (10) Did you find yowr training sy £light scheel adequately prepared
for your present assignment as platoon lsader? ' | o

it possibls to cover mare grownd than at any time befape. Consequantly, there

Q3 (15) How long have you bean with the troop now?
A: Sinoe 8 Januaxy. L was a scout most of the time and then a 1ift section
Jeader.

Qk (16) Can you discuss the missions of your platecn and also the organization
of it?

A1 1 have tan aircraft and two sections in my platoen. Each secticn has four
alrcraft assigned and I have two in the headquartars section. My section lesds
ors have thres men. There are ten ships and ten pilots in the socuts and nine
are TOE. Owr misslon is to find and fix the enewy and give timely and accurate
mmoptomcmlmmmq?

Q5 (19) Do your T0E structure is appropriate for the missions you are required
to accamplish?

A: No, I dan't. The T0E structwre is mads 80 you £1y in teams 1ike the Alr
Force. Wa cparate with ane scout and cne cobra overhsad, so the team conoept
DN NGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALSY
DEOLASSIFIED AFTIR 12 YEARS
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‘CONFIDENTIAL

artillery being fired in and around the vicinities?

A: Yes, to a certain extent. Usually, we first call the ground commander to
inform him. However, we have forces an the ground and the ground cormander
will call for mortar and artillery fire, wthout warning us. This is our big-
gost problem. We're usually on his frequency. We've had rounds fall in and
around, but if we have a ground commander who has worked with the acouts be-
fore, he'll usually ask us where and when he could fire grtillery.

Q15 (69) What commmnication facilities do you have in your platoon and how
adequate have these been?

A: In esach aircraft we have an FM and UHF plus owr 80F for navigatiaon., Dur-
ing the wot season they give us the most difficulty because of the water collect
ed in and around the radios themselves. O maintemance is quite good. A long
range radio should be incorporated in acte of owr shipe. We are cut off by
range as wo are quile mobile, having moved our location in Vietnam eight times.
Helicopters require quite a bit of maintenance. If an airaraft requires second
echelon maintenance, the crew chisfs are not suthorized to do it in ths field,
80 wo have to call D1 An and we lose a lot of time waiting for the mechanic to
got here. A KD team, new in-couniry, presents a problem as to slow maintenance
and we've had & hard time getting replacement parts. Also, the airaraft is
tested in the U3 and not under Vietnam criteria.

Q16 (79) How many alrcraft has yowr platoon lost since you've been with it?

A: We've had only six complete losses in-country and two of the aircraft had
to be campletely destroyed in the areas they crashed. In my instance; I was
flying an LOH at 40 knots and 20 fest whem the alraraft engine stopped. I made
ny slowup after I reached the ground. We feel that these losses are a very
good record considering the type of flying we do along the ground.

Q17 (84) How do you go about retrisving one of your downed aircraft in hostile
territary?

At We have a platoon of infantry with each troop. If we can get at least cne

UH-1H model into the area, we can let off owr infantry. Thay eet up a perimeter
around the ship and each H model has an airaraft sling aboard. We hook it on

the cargo hook and wrap the sling around the I0H. For any other aircraft it
requires a chinook.

Q13 (86) About how many hours do you fly a day? And a month?

A: Wo average around 100 hours per manth per aviator. As platcon leader, I
only average betwesen 70 and 100 per month.

A
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QL9 (87) About what percentage of your flying time was at night?

A: 'Ihemﬂisnota.nishtﬂ.yingaira'md:mtoths]ncationotthenghta
and the way the bubble is canstructed, Jou have & lot of glare and is pretty
mrdo‘m-

Q20 (90) 4s I mentioned earlier, this interview will be used for historicel
purposss only. mmmomy-gdumww--mwuldlﬂutophu

on the use of this tape? Also, s uldthist_dpobe'cmwod,anditao,m
lavel? )

scout team for a battalion size.
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SYNOPSIS OF INTERVIEW WITH
CPT DONALD E. JQNES, OFL03398
OPERATIONS OFFICER
TROOP B, 3/1TTH AIR RECON SQUATRON

The interview was conducted on 30 Septerber 1968 by Major Paul W. Child,
Jr., 089190, Arm.‘l.wgiag:;mmding m&ﬁ History Detachment,
Undbed Ay, Vietnms Rinh Base Canp, Headquarters
1/25th Infantry Division. ! - ’ )

QL (08) Captain Jones, I wonder if wo could Degln tiis interview with a
Wnﬁdms&duwmm

A After two years in the Resexrve, I cams an Active duty in 1964 and after

ﬁwbmcmeotﬁmatmm,lawm:m Then I went
to Fort Stewart with a tank wnlt for Monthe, After this I went on to
flight achool and joined the 3/17th ab Fort Riwst. I wms with it in April 1967
until it departed for Vietnam in October 1967,

Q2 (12) Whot heve been your Jjobs with the 3/17%h sinoo coming to Vietnam?

A: Hlnnwarrivedimcomtryzuas-amminasmtphtommd
then I aseuned a platoon leadar Job in the scouts. Sinoe March I have baen
the Operations Officer of B Troop.

W (1) Mdyouﬁndymn-prwiousaohoomandtﬂimmmww
pared you far your jobs here?

Az mriwmwumm@mmnmmmumutmn-
ing bafore comdng to V .

W (19) What are the types of missions that B Troop has had in Vietnamp

A: wwmmmuwm?mmmmw
Bance. different types are route recons protact oonvoys conyoy ap-
m,ammmmuwmmmmm,nﬁmm-
s%mtmamwm«atmmummmnmmmﬂm
at al .

Q5 (27) Can you in brief terms discuss the arganization af B Troop?

A: The troop has tiree separate platocns, the headquarters sectdan, the scout
platoon having two sections of four aircrath ad fouwr pilots each, and the
weapons platoon with two sections of four aircyaft each, Ve have the l1ift
phmmmmuriwmwartmdmmwmﬁamummmm
ents far downed alreraft recovery and recens, There is a direct maintenance

|
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support which is new and it can follow us wherever we £0.

Q6 (32) Do you find that the organization of the wnit is appropriate to
accomplish the missions you are given?

A: The NE is designed to function sc that two scouts 80 out in patrs and
two gunships go out in pairs. By trial and error we've come to the concluse
icn that it works better with one scout and one gmehip, We tried the ides
of two scouts working, both flying at low level, and we lost camplete contact
with our base camp, We evantually had to keep one scout high and one low,

If we found something, we called in and two | 8 ware sent. Then we tried
working with two scouts low level and cne guship o+ This made firepowar
imediste. Thnnwfomﬁitmhardrormmhiptocovertwscouu, 80
we wound up using ocne of each.

Q7 (38) what have been some of the specific missions of the troop since
arriving at Tay Ninh?

A1 Since 19 August, owr primary mission has been convoy escort and opening
theroadbetueennan'rimgandTavNinhBaseCanptmnthemtandmrthmat.
This continued for 1, days and we kept a team on the western side of ths base
camp for about four hours a day, just prior to darkness. We did fird a coupls
rocket launching sites. Howsver, rockets sporadically came in, Since they
stopped, owr primary missicn was road security. When the FSB's in the ares
were hit, we sent out an H model and we dropped fiares until Spocky, which was
well equipped, could arrive, drop flares, and use his miniguns. We have con-
ducted armed aerial reconnaissance missions in War Zone C. On ane occasion,
we located 22 enemy at 0630 trying to get away from PFSB Buell which they had
Just attacked., We got a body count of 15 parsommel, We contimued following
the trail and called in air strikes. It was pretiy hard to perform a BDA
because the jungle canopy was two layers with 150 to 250 feet of trees, Thare
have been numercus B52 strikes in the area and we have perfarmed sane BDA's,

Q8 (51) As an operations officer, how do your missions came down to you?

A: 'I'hetroopiacontro]ledbyIIField!'orceandithasbeanatmdmcyto
move us from one hot area to another. IIFFV will make us OPCON to divisicns

which will in turn OPCON us down to brigade lavel. We've worked with the 2/1st

Infentry Divisien, 1/1st Infantry Divislon and 1/25th Infantry Divisicn. We
setupom-roruardCPatthebrisadehudquartera,asolouetothemcaspoa-
sible. If it is not feasible, we leave a liaison officer at the headquarters.
We oparate under the 2 or 3 office.

Q? (58) WUhen you have located a target suitable for artiliery, how do you
go about requesting artillery?

A: We use the organic firepowar on the Cobra, artillery, and air strikes.
2
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The scout ships usually call in artillery. We use artillery more often in
the jungle than in a flat area. '

QW0 (64) Have you found it difficult to coordinats activity when you wish
to fly in an area where artillery is firing?

A:r If it seems to be a hot area, they will have artillery already going in
there. They ask us to obtaln a check fire, Scmetines, when friendly ground
troopaareinvolved,thchlinaﬂﬂlmanddrmpportuﬂwhawtp
use caution, Toprwmtartiumrauingaroundthaacout,mittahaia
tocheckwiththegroxmdcomandorandhuhdmheismingintothem.

QL1 (102) What were same of the techniques developed in the troop?

At The Cobra has the advantage overthecmodnlt-oatta.ckatasrea.t-eranglo
and attains a higher rate of ascent. Working with an Air Force FAC, the sgout
iaabletomarkthetarsetutthmokeandthedetammsworthem.

Q12 (107) .Captain Jones, could you discuss one or two cperations that you
think have been particularly successfil?

A: The Duc Hoa operatdon during the May Offensive was most successful. We
worked with the CP and were based out of Tay Ninh since Duc Hoa doesn't have
the facilities to remain overnight. It was such a large ares that it toock us
three or four days to completely cover it. The VC were attempting to uss the
area as a main offensive route to Saigon. We found action dally. Besides the
body count, the pilots appreciated the response fiom the 25th Division and the
25th ARVN Division, They would sweep through the area. An econony of force
operation took place whem wo were based at a forward CP at Quan Loi working far
the 1/1st Division. A large road network out of Cambodia was being built by
the ¥C in the Jungle. We wore asked to locate the exact position of the road
and Larass the enemy as much as possible. It was so remote that no fii

troops would be camltted until the pomition of the road was known. We plotted

Q13 (116) Have you found that the wnits mderihiuhyoumplacad know how
to properly employ your assets? '

A: Thers are fowr aix cav squadrons here now, Baing such a new concept, it
is difficult in some areas to explain to the ground camander our capabilities.
Wo explain what our TOE 4is, what we are capable of doing, and'what we like to

Q4 (121) I wonder if you could give us an outline histary of the 3/17th?
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A: It was formed as C Troop, 17th Cavalry back in 1916. It has gone through

oight different name changes, activations, and inactivatioms up to the present,

The leat timo it was activated wos at Fort Knox in 1966, PFroanm 1916 it has
bean changed to tanks, reconnalssance end many other things.

Q5 (124) Are there any other conments you would like to make?

At I think it would be a tremondous asset if each infantry division were
provided with an air cav squadran. After working with a wnit on one mission,
anytime trouble develops in their area, they request an air cav troop to find
out the anany sirength.

Q6 (126) This interview will be used for historical purposes only., Are
there any restrictions you would like to place an it? Also, do you think it
should be classified and if so, what degree?

A: There is nothlng classified and nothing that should be restricted in this

Interview,

C e e
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SYNOPSIS OF INTERVIEW WITH
CPT ROBERTYS. HEISER, 05229467
SECTION LEALER, WEAPONS PLATOON
TROGP B, 3/17TH AIR RECON SQUADRON

The interview was conducted by Major Paul W, Child, Jr. » 89190, Art-
illery, Commanding Officer, 16th Military History Detachment, Headquarters,
United States Avmy, Vietnam on 30 September 1968 at Tay Ninh Base Camp,
Headquarters 1/25th Infantry Divieicnm, -

QL (08) Captain Heiser, could we begin this interview by having you give
a brief resume of your service experience prior to Vietnam?

A: I graduated from Permsylvania Military College and entered the service
in Pebruary 1967. I went to Armor AOB and then had ebout two momths with

USAF] before going to flight school. After flight school I went right to

Fort Knox and joined the 3/17th Air Cav.

Q2 (11) Cowld you discuss briefly your aviaticn training?

A: There were eight months of flight school. You started out with OH 231s
and then went through transition to the Huay. The major part of the tr )
I felt, was tactics. The major unit training I had was with the 3/17th before
we came into Vietnam. We had a lot of ATT's and training exarcises,

time in Georgia and West Virginis and training for the types of wark we'd be
doing over here, .

Q@ (15) Captain Heiser, did you feel thst the schooling end experiance you
roceived in the US properly prepared you for your duties here in Vietnam?

A: I believe they did, and maybe more so because of the training I had with
the Cav. We operate over here basically the way we trained in the States, I
never went to an alr mobils unit and that's what the training in flight school
was for. I think this is all necessary.

Q 4 (18) What positions have you held with the 3/17th, both back in CONUS end
here in Vietnam?

A: I was a team leader with a weapons platoon and it wasn't wntil shartly
after we got in-country that I was & sectian leader. I've held & section lead-
er Job down until the current time.

Q5 (20) Can you briefly discuss the misaions of the weapons platoon?

INCL 5




A: The weapons platoon has a greater variety of missions than the other
platoons of the Cav. Of course, we work in our troop mainly as & ane gun
and cne scout team and our main object is to do the navigation, watch out
for the scout, cover him if he takes any fire or generally work right with
him. We are also concverned with anything the socut finds that we might be
able to shoot up. We alsc have a lot of standby missicns for various units,
night or day. Also, we'll be acramblel or be sent on a mission to give fire
support or close in fires,

Q6 (26) Would you outline the organigzation of the platoon, please?

A: The headquarters section, the platoon leader angd his pilot, has one air-
craft. The other two sectlons have fowr aircraft each. Each seotion is byok-
en down into two teams and two section leaders. As far as maintenance crews,
we have a platoon sergeant who is responsible for scheduling the aircraft -
times and keeping the platoon leader informed on Just what he has maintenance
wise.

Q7 (29) Do you 2ind the TOE structure sppropriate for the type of missions
that you are given? ‘

At The TOE has fit in very well with what we do. We haven't had any trouble
moving from location to location and getting set wp to perform missions. We
usuglly have the assets available almost at any time,

Q8 (32) Are you usually deployed by platoon sectien or team?

A: We're usually deployed by troop. The scout platoon is always with the
weapons platocn on missions and the 1ift platoon stande by. Very rarely do
we evar deploy ourselves Just as a platoon,

Q9 (35) Do you find that the enlisted men you've received are generally well
trained for their jobe?

At The mechanics who ware with us before deployment to Vietnam ware wall
trained. We had a lot of trouble training in-country because of the lack of
time and persomnel. We have been taking them right out of school and of
course they have a lot of training as far as the operabion of the unit and
what thair Job is, but they aren't as familisr with the aircraft as & more ex—
perienced crew chief.

Q10 (39) You have menticned maintenance. How well has your equipment held
up, especially the alrcraft?

A: I think our maintenance held up very well. We've had an outstanding maint-
enance crew and with this KD tean now, owr ships aren't down as long. They are

2




going down as often, but they are caming out much Quicker. I wae gnazed at
the amount of work that these people could actually get done over hare,

QL1 (42) How many serious mechanical feilires do you recall having had?

A: We've had very few and I don't believe that we've lost any alrcraft due
to mechanical difficulties. We had one engine fire and the alrcraft landed
safely. Most of owr damsge or in-flight emergsncies have been fram battle
damas‘-

Q12 (45) Vould you discuss further the battle damage, how many airaraft
you've had downed this way and the final disposition of these aircraft?

Ar We've lost four C models. One wes hit on the ground by an RFG. Two others
were lost in a scramble in the dust at night. We get a lot of battle denage,
but we don't lose the aircraft and there is & lot of down time for combat loss,
even though the aircraft ien't lost.

Q13 (51) Would you discuss casualtioa‘m the weppens platoon? How many,
and the nature of the casualtiecs?

A: We've had four. Of these, tmmem,mwwamtedtotmsutes,
and the fourth ono was retained in the unit. A crew chief and a gunar were
kuledwhenthoiraircraftmshotdmandcruhodinthetnes. The pilot

~and co=-pllot got out with minor injuries, Fiying at low level, one of the co=-

pilots got hit in the chicken plate and to the alde of his mouth., He was eve
acuated and I understand he is in prettys good shape. The only man we've had
injured in a cobra was patched up the same day,. They just don't seem to hit
our people toe often. : _

QL) (55) What type of enemy weapons do you feel are the greatest threat to
your aircraft?

A: The fifty celiber and the hand held VC automatic wespons that infiict most
of the damage. Itdspendaonmttheyhavointhemutom:atmtig\n'a
your bigpest threat is and how you'lre going to attack the target and exactly
what you are going to do to counteract their waapon fire,

QL5 (58) What type of evasive action would you take in the case of a 50
caliber machine gun?

A: If a 50 caliber is firing an you, the best action is to retwn as much
fire as you can and try to make him stop shooting, Becauss we can anly fire
faopward, if you're already by aim, you can try to outdistance him by pulling
on all you've got and climbing out of the ares. I would not attack a 50. Gen-
erally, you make higher runs and btreak off higher snd you stay away because his

3
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reach is so mich greater than regular small arms,

QL4 (62) Have you found the sighting systems on your aircraft accurate
and easy to use?

At Sighting systems are extremely accurate and of oourse they'!re very simplas,
We lose very little time tralning somebody to use these. In the cotra the
sighting system for the flex guns is much more accurate. You have a compensat—
or for deflection fram the aircraft and air speed that trings you closer to

the target. The rockets are as accurate as ths bare sight and than after thst
Just as accwrate as the position of the airaraft in relation to the targst.

You can usually tell when bhey're out of bore sight as soon as you shoot and
it is & twenty minute process to put them back in bore sight,

Q17 (65) On the average, how many hours a day do you £1y?

At About three to four hours a day on the average. It varies. Samne days as
high a8 nine or ten hours and some days as low a3 one or two howrs. Of couwrss,
this time depends on the availability of aircraft. When we were working around
Saigon, it was as high as 140 hours a month for same pecple. The scouts usual-
1y per pilot, fly more than we do. We'll do a lot of fire team flying at night.
I hgve about 350 hours total night time up until now and that includes school
and Vistnam,

Q18 (72) How mich of a restriction hes poor weather bean on your cperations?

Al Most of the weather that bothars us is ground fog or any low ceiling because
of the fact that we do work with one high ship and one low ship, If the high
ship can't get at least a minlmm of 500 fest above the low ship, then thers is
not mch use of warking that way. 0f course, the lsclated thunder storms and
the heavy rain, wa just work around. When we had the € model, the weather re-
stricted us very 1ittle, ovan at night. We worked a lot an radar and radio nave~
igation to got places., We had a real good aircraft to fly with instruments.
With the cobra, howsver, the weathexr holds us down. We have to aveid bad weath~
er at nlght and storms that we wouldn't have avoided before in the C model.

Q19 (77) Can you discuss ane ar two specific operations that you feel have
been significantly successful?

A: OQur moost outstanding operation wae, I balieve, when we were operating out
of Duc Lap.- We had quite a few idlls. There wes a movenent toward Saigon at
that time through the pineapple which is dawn around Duc Lap. We were finding
tham in their bunkers and sleeping positions. The scout wald either throw
smoke or else wo'd see whare he flew over gnd if he couldn't shoot tham a5 he
flew over, we'd roll in and shoot them and go back and count the bodiss, They
finally realized that tho move was on Baigm and they started to kring down

4




quite a few units. The ground units started reacting to what the LOH units
had found. As far as a second successful operation, I think we are on that
right now, We're working up here with 1/25th, helping them with their road
clearings and other operations. We're seeing quite a lot of acticn and I

think that they are learning how to use us effactively. We are getting scme
kills and doing same good,

Q20 (83) <Can you describe the techniques you use in asslating in opening a
road?

A: Generally, the LOH, flying at low level, will sweep the entire length of
the road. Then we'll contact the road clearing team, usually a campany, and
screen to their flanks as thay move down the roed, making sure that thay get
through without anybody snealdng up behing them.

Q2L (85) Can you think of any instances when you felt your platoon was not:
properly employed? ‘ .

A: I think that anytime they employ the weapons platoon exceseively in a fire
team marner, without workdng with the scoute, they are misusing us becguse
they cut down on our ability to take these other missions that we are bas.

trained for. Unless they are going to use us to shoot or for quick reacticn,
I feal this is a misuse.

Q22 (88) Although you've cited how the pPlatoon can be misused, I get the inm-
presulon that in most cases you are properly used for what you have been de—
signed for. 1s that the casme?

A: I'd concur with that, Basloally, thay can't misuse us 4f the use is in con-
Junction with the troop and with the misaion the troop is deaigned to carry out.

Q23 (89) Has your platoon developed any special tactics ar techniques that
have been particularly sound?

A I think owr employment of one gunship with one LOH has been partiocularly
successful. If the LOH fimds something, we have samething there to shoot at
it right away, and he always has help right there. Our whole cancept is based
on worldng with the scout.

Q2 (92) Captain Neiser, aro thare any additicmal comments you would like to
malko?

A: The Cav itself proved that it is needed and can lock over an ares much
faster and with less cost than prownd unite could.
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- Q25 (94) As I mentiomed earlier, this interview will be used for historical
purposes only. Do you wish to place any restrivtions on its use? Do you
feel we've discussed classified material and it should be glven a classificat~
ion? If so, what level?

A: No, I don't think that we had anything in here claseified and I wouldn't
restrict it in any way.







