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AVHCS-MH 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DEP AR'mENT OF THE ARMY 

16TH MILITARY HISTORY DETACHMENT 
HEAIlQUARmRS, UNI'mD STA'lES ARMY, VIETNAM 

APO San Francisco 96375 

18 December 1968 

SUBJECT: After Action Interviews, TB3 Ninh, 3/17th Air Recon Squadron. 

Commarxi Historian 
HQ, USARVv(Cmd Gp) 
APO 96375 

1. Subnitted for you:r perusal and file are copies of five synopses of inter­
views. At inclosure 1 is a synopsis of an interview with W2 Henry L. Hansen, 
W3157560, Aviator, C&.C Helicopter, l/25th Int'antry Ili.vision. Inclosures 2 
through 5, respectively, are synopses of interviews with CPT Robert M. Bt-O'WIl, 
05328268, Air Rifle Platoon Leader of Troop 6, 3/17 ARS, lLT JaIIles M. Ingraham, 
05241033, Scout Platoon Leader, CPT Donald E. Jones, 103398, Operations Officer, 
and CPT Robert S. Heiser, 05229467, Section Leader, Weapons Platoon, all of 
Troop B, 3/17th Air Recon Squadron. ° 

2. The interviews were all conducted by Major Paul W. Child, Jr., 089190, ADA, 
Commanding Officer, 16th Military History Detachment, Headquarters, United States tJ 
Army, Vietnalll at TB3 Ninh Base CaIIlP on 30 September 1968. C/J 

3. The original and tapes of these interviews were presented to Major Pritchett, 
CO, 20th Military History Detachment, for inclusion in the composite TB3 Ninh 
Report to be transmitted to you at a later date prior to forwarding to OCMH. 

4. No restrictions were placed by any of the interviewees on the use of these 
tapes. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPAR'DIEN'l' OF THi ARHI 

16TH KILIT.ARY HIS'roRY IliTACIlMIi:NT 
HEADQUARma5, OOTiD STAtES ARHY, VIETNAK 

APO san Franc:iaco 96375 

1.B December 1968 

SUBJECT I Arter Action Interviewo, T~ Ninh, 3/17th Air Recon Squadron. 

Ccf!l!!!and Historian 
HQ, USARV\'(tmd. Gp) 
!PO 96375 

1. SuJ:mitteci for ;your perusal. and rue are OQP.ies of five synopses of 1nter­
v;Lewa. At 1ncl.oaure 1 :I.e a synopsis of an 1nterv1aw w1th W2 Henry L. Hansen, 
W.3l.57560. Aviator, C&C Hel.:I.copter, l/25th lntantrT 1lI.V18:Lon. IncJ.oSU1'es 2 
through 5, respect;Lv~, are synopses ot 1ntcov1ews w1th CPT lIobert H. Brolrin, 
05328268, Air Ritle Platoon Leader of Troop '(I, 'J/1.7 ABS, lLT JlIIII88 H. Ingrahalll, 
05241033, Scout Platoon Leader, en Donald B. Jonul 103398, Operationa Ot:ticer, 
and CPT lIobert S. Heber, 05229467, Section J;.eader, Weapons Platoon. all of 
Troop B, 3/17th Air Recon Squadron. 

2. The 1nterviews \OlQre all conducted by Major Paul W. Cb1ld, Jr., 089190, ADA. 
Commanding Officer. 16th H1lltar,r History Detaclment, Headquarters, Un1ted states 
Amy I Vietnam at Ta;r Ninh Base CaIDp on :30 Septauber 1.968. 

,). The or:lginaJ and tapes of these 1nterviews were presented to Major Pritchett, 
00, 20th H1lltal7 History Detacbnant, tor 1nol"e'lon 1n the composite Ta;r Ninh 
Report to be transmitted to ;you at a later date prior to forwarding to OCXH. 

4. No rest.nctions were placed by 8l1T of the 1nt«L"Yi.ewees on the uae of these 
tapes. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
SYNOPSIS OF INBVIliiW WITH 

W2 Hll:NaY L. HANSIi:N, 10157560 
AVIATOR, C&C HELICOl"lIR 

_0 ___ 0_-

1ST BlUGAm, 25TH INF!N'l'RY DIVISION 

The interview was conclucted. by HaJor Paul W. Chlld, Jr., 089190, Art­illery, CMmencl1ng Ott1cer, 16th JUlltar;y H1storT DetaollD.ent, Headquarters, \1n1teci Statee A1:aI:¥, Vietnam, on 30 Septellber 1968 at Tq Niuh :aue Cup, Head.quartere, l/25th Intant.r;r Div1a1on. 

Ql (10) Jfr. Hansen, can we be&1n b110U siV1Dg us a brief relllllle of your 1IIil1taz7 experience before CQ1111ng to Vietnul'l 

AI I had basic trainin&, nine monthe of fli&ht echool, and then came direot­lJ' to Vietnam. 

Q2 (12) What type of asei&nmct havs you had Bince arriv:l.ng in Vietnam? 
AI If¥ assignment in Vietnam is to the aViation battalion 1dI1ch g1vss direct support to the 25th Intant.ry DiVilion. I ~ ld.th the platoon that prov14es the command and control aircratt. fcr the bripd .. , div1a1on art1l.ler1, and diVision statf. I have been ~ in oompnd Incl control for 1113 ent1l"e tour Which is Just short of tWl8J.ve monthe. llu1"1ng 1113 lirat four months in-count.r;r, I flew ae coumand and control for all the d1tterent brigades, division artll-16l7', and the general aircratt.. The laet eight. months in-oo\U1try I have been flJ':I..ng as cOlllDalld and control for the let Brigacle. 

Q3 (17) Did you find that your flight school gave you proper preparation for your duties here? 

AI It was the beet preparation in the states. I fly a UH-l, a tw pilot air­craft. F<lr the first three JIIQlltha in Vietnam, you ~ as eec:oncl man to con­tinue the education you get in tllght school. 

Q4 (21) Ie the aircraft OO!!!I!ander selected on the basis of rank or cq>erience, or both? 

AI He ie eelected. atrictlJ' by ability. I made aircraft COIIIIII8Ilcler in lees than two monthll. It aleo clepencla on avaUabllity of pereonnel to till the elote. I had the advantage ot learn.tng ~ clitterent types ot tlJ'ing in a short period. 

Q5 (27) Could you die cues -. of 19"" typical. mias1one, please? 
AI In the .a5th Division, the C&C aircraft is the direct support trom the div­
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CONFIDENTIAL 

is1cm given to the br~e. It ill 1.Uld.w the COIIIDal'ICl ot the brigade cOlllll8rui­
er. lIve had C&C assignments, general eupport, have engaged targets and mad. 
Duat-Ot.re. We get a certain amount of fN8't'1 type of tly1ng in Vietnam. 

Q6 (.30) Could you describe a dAI,1 when the enaa;r 18 not involved in a large 
ecal.e attaok? 

AI YesterQ~, we toolc a resupp~ m18a1cm ot _ter out to the 1'1eld. Later. 
we took the brigade oOlllllallder around to the tire 8UppOrt baHa which he J..ook.., 
ed over. We tl8W' a reocm m18a1cm, keeping the .fa opc. We controlled. 
troop IIIOvccts on the ground while the battlJ:lm M!!I!!'Mera WJ:'9 oft :re.f'u.el.­
ing. We had an LNO type run to ~ pereomuIl aIlII1 11.1 son. to the diViB1cn. 

Q7 (38) Would you now diaouae TOur act:l:d:tJ.ee during the attack on Tq Hinh 
betwen 17 and 18 Augwst? 

A: The attack began the night before. A nUlllber of FSBla came under heavy at­
tack and we began t~ at 2JOO. We flaw over areas, call1ng a1r atr1kee and 
artillery. We knocked out tbree 50 caJ.iber gun empl&cemente by caJl1ng artil­
lery .tran our aircraft. We &leo acted ae a reJ.e,y ataticm and general control 
ot the ground torces. The next. morn1ug ... ",... relieved by a crew who flew 
into Tq Ninh City to make a recon ot the area. liD...,., forces were reported in 
the city aIlII1 th~ received heavy automatio wapatls .fire, aevereJy wounding the 
pilot with the aircraft suate1n:lng five or six hita. A halt hour later they 
returned. M1 crew then replaced their crew aIlII1 w went back to the city and 
controlled end gu1cled ground troops into the city. Later on, lie liI8l'e moving 
up the MSR's into the City. The ground troops wen reoeiv.l.ng heavy fire in­
clUding RRPe, A canpan;y was pinned down aIlII1 tded to 'ld.thdraw from the .area. 
I 8I18aged the area with 1If3' door guna ana W lIIIl"e almost able to atop the en&II1 
tire. providing cover tor our troops to 'ld.thdraw, regroup, and reenter the 
area, The ambusbini personnel ran ana auatained ~ua casualtiee, but the 
majority ot them were able to withdraw further into the city. They hit UB, 
ran, ana tinel1y we puahed theII1 out ot the city. 

Q8 (56) Mr. Hansen. you were awarded the Silver star in June. Could you dis­
cuas the actions that led to the award? 

AI I have to give a lot ot credit to the team that. worked in the oonmand and 
control aircraft, The battalion was lIWIIIOping a deeerted vUlage in which there 
were ve. In the initial contact, t'WO peraonnel ...... 'WOunded ana II'UpJXI1't per­
scmnel were not able to witlxlraw thall. W. cell., in 00 shipe, emoke ahipe, 
and a gun teaIn tor cover. lhe ground CanJllerW net was blocked with traffic. I 
took over control ot the 00 end aaoke shipa. We dropped 00 into the area and 
nt1IIl8l'Oue ve tried to run 1'roIIl the area, Gunships IlIOVed in. ~ caught five 
VC as they tried to break a~ in a rice paddor. The smoke ship provided ex­
cellent cover for the CS ship end 119 cleared everything except tor t'WO bunkers. 
The smoke ship ran out ot IIIIIOke and we also ran out ot oo~ so we called artil­
lery smoke in tor cover to advance our troops. I took Irr:f aircraft down to 500 
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feet and I was able to pin the ~ in such a W8i1 that they lIIIiU'etl't able to 
return effective fire.- They lIIIIde a eecond attaDpt to reeoue lIIOund.ed perllOtl.­
nel, but it was unsucceastul. since Charlie lIIOved back in after the C8 cleared. 
We apin liitlx1rew. On the th:1rd attempt,.. coordinated the ground. troops more 
with the artJ.J.lery smoke and brought them 1d.th1n 15 IIIIIIta:rs. 'Ihe gunahipa de­
stroyed a number of hDotchee where the VC WIIl"e locatocl. At this t1me ,.. had 
tactical &1r waiting to be usec1~ but ,.. 'IoIIIINn1t able to call it in becauae ot 
the closeneaa ot triend.l;r troops to the -.av. HaIftmIr, about thi8 time, the 
enemy was atartjng to w1tlx1raw. Then .. were able to call in the air atrikee 
and use napalm. Durjng the fourth atteD;lt, tho 8l'OUIld troops 1ftIl'e able to de­
atroy the enemy bunkers m1 they ld.t.b4rew tho 1IIOWldecl troope. At this tae, 
there .. 110 HElBVAC aircraft aval1abJ.e mil W'l.t in 1d.th rtt¥ 0lIIl CleC aircraft. 
We had a thuDderstorm. overhead and wound.ed on the il'ound.. I picked up the 
wounded peraonnel mi brought them to the ~ital. We set up a night. leaguer. 
The next IIIQ1'rI.ilIg .... lIIOved back into the IIH& enc1 ,.. hid a lQIIerOus body count 
although the eneca;y had the advantage of NIIOV1Il,g the majority of bod1ee and 
napons floom the area. 

Q9 (76) About how ~ Duet.-()ft mi .. ,OJIS cWl ;you perform. during Hair and J\.\lle? 

AI We had over 60 Due~s and w Idllecl over 45 VC con.t1rmec1 body CO\.\llt. franl 
rtt¥ aircraft. 

QlO (77) What is the makeup of your &1rcraft crew and 1oIbo el.ae ~ r:1des 
in the hel1copter? 

A: It ocnsists ot the crew chief &II right door gunner and a regular le.tt door 
gunner, 111¥ pilot, ani the &1rcraft COlllll8.lld.er. 'Ihe rest of the crew is the art­
illery LNO, the br1gad.e c ...... ander. and a radio op$'ator, We wrk cloeel;r 1d.th 
the artiller;r LNO. He coorc1inat.es betwaen the ccmander and 1!ij'IIeJ.!, caJl1ng 
arti.ll.er;r and getting clearances. 

Qll (8) What are the c_OO!Dunications net;you establish on a mission? 

AI I have an advantage of usins thr .. iJ(te and a conao~ UHF, VHF, and a sta11d­
arc1 radio. We keep the art1ller;r warn1ng net on the air.n'aft radio. Tho UHF 
and VHF -we use for tower clearances and. 1'l.1&bt tol.lmd.ng and. .... keep the console 
on the br1gad.e net. Whatever unit wIre supportjng is kept on the rell'ldnjng 
radios. 

Ql2 (85) Have your cOllll1Ullicat1ons generalJ,y been reliahle or have you exper­
ienced d.1.t'ficulty liith your radios? 

AI They are quite re]1ehl., and radio cl.1.t1'ioultie8 are euy to clear up. We 
have alternates to r~ on. The ma:lntenance has been very good. 

Ql.3 (sa) How has your helicopter stood up mecbanicalJ,y and how IllUch mainten­
ance is the aircre.:t't given? 
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A: I am TOY to the lBt &igade. The ma,Jor1ty ot maintenance is pulled by 
my 0\0111 crew. Maintenance has been quite good. cons1de-ing the fact that the 
aircraft ie many t:lJnes flown up to 18 houre a dq. The aircraft ha.e stood 
up remarkabl;r well and it baa takar1 a rough beating. I'Ve never had ~ 
ditticulty getting help. oven though I'm......, !rem my hane unit. W. are 
able to follow maintenance schedules. We try to a.p intGrlJled1 ate inspect­
ions (every 25 tl;r1ng hours) w:l.thin two bourG of the appointed t1mo. Da1l;r 
iJlspectionB are aJ.wa,ys puJJ.ec1. 

QlA (101) Hr. Hansen, how lIl\loh at a probla has the weathc- been? 

AI It ia a major probla. I tl;r & s:!ngJ. ahip. I"w tlo1c1 in lftNLther that 
I wculJ:lnlt !l;r in back in the States. I bave a 8III&ll area which I am famil.­
iar w:l.th and point to point f4ring 1a rea.l.l;r ZIoOt aU.oW. It ia SOP in the 
25th Division that aircraft tiW.ov ro.1l4a as JQUch as P08s1bJ.e, and that they 
tl;r on the risht s1de of the road. I've tlo'wn :In liU.thc- where I d1dn't see 
the helicopter that passed \U'ltU he was out lI1¥ s1de doers. 

Ql5 (106) Can you discuss arq speoiaJ. techniques that have been developed 
over here? 

AI I think our flight following 8Ystem 1a the most important nfllo( development. 
We report t.ims at takeoi't, t:IJne to deatinat;Lon or orbiting. It l'l9 m1as a re­
porting time, they call you back. It the,r are "nahle to contact you, t.bey in­
itiate search and rescue. The standard procedure of tollolling row ~s 
you to know exactl;y whQ1'e you are going dmIn and gives you a flat eur.faoe. In 
engaging targeta w:l.th door g\U'lB,j I prole- to set up an orbit aro\U'ld the target 
varying from l500 to 1000 feet. Orbiting has been very effective. 

Ql6 (m) What type of evasive action do you take it you find yourself \U'ldQ1' 
the .fire of an on~ 50 caliber IllaC~ gun? 

AI Clet awa;r .f.'roIa it aB faBt as you can. Even when following roads, I never 
;!J;r in a stra1ght line and when engaged, I neYQ1' follow a terrain feature. 

Ql7 (121) Do you use the same evasive teobn1que.Wm1 faced. w:l.th an RPG threat? 

AI RPG's are not a major thl1N.t unless you're on the iJ.'OUIId. '!'he RPQ 18 not 
accurate aB an anti-aircraft 'IIIIIIapOn. 

Q1B (123) Are thQ1'8 an:; spec1al problGllS you I1a:Ve enoo\U'ltared. that tend. to 
make it ditficult to perform your m1aaions? 

AI Too oi't.en as Bhips are not gl.ven IlI1()1.1,gh infonllAtion about the looat;Lon and 
people they are supposed to support I bIlt tho ..tl.i.sllt follow.lJlg tries to auppl;r 
this infol'lll&tion. 

Ql9 (128) Are thQ1'8 any other cOIlIlI8IltB you 1oI\llllI.i like to make? 
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AI 'lbe:re is much a:lrcratt tjJne wasted due to not 8IlOU8h plann1ng before they get the a:lrcratt 111 the a:lr. ~ a .~ Dg] e pc"son in an aircraft 11 another problem. I donlt thUlk there iI enouah t1JDe or enough emphaail put on 1It,11i zation of a:lrCJ'att. live anjoled the type of ~ I do. I think tho important thing for ert:l pilot ill to watch what :La bappan:I.ng ld.th the 81"'oUlld troops, and developing a IClse of understanding and eatety. In 111¥ OJ)­:Ldon. a slick ship (UH-lD) hall poor ut111zaticn and poor~ trained personnel. A ve'r71 eftect1ve wea,pon is OOgaa, eepec1 ')]1 on the VO, who panic when it 11 \l8ec1. It does not atf'ect the Amer1081l IOlIUIar 1n th1I1i87. 

Q20 (lAB) As I IIIo9Iltionod earller, th1e intctom..v 'Will be used lor h1etorical purpoeea~. Do you 1d.8h to place arq apec1al. Hat.r1ct.il:lta on ita uee? Aleo, do you wish it claas1t1.ed and it 10, qt ~, 
AI I have no restrictions and I dDn1t think it has ert:l <Il.a.Q:I..£1catJ.on. It 11 IIIiY' 0lI1 op1n1on. 

Major Chil41 Mr. Hansen. let Il1e cpr.a 111¥ apprac:f.at.1an tor your MlIJDent. and good luck 111 your oom1ng assigrmant $Jl Q)NU8. 
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LIST OF 9'!Jii§TIONS 

Captain Robwt. K. Brown, 0'328268 
A1r R1tl.e Platoon Lea4er 

Troop C, 3/1'ltb A1r ~ Sq\uIdroa 

1. PAGE 1 (07) Capta1n Bl'olC, oan ,.. bea1a l>T b&v1q ;pou c:Lve a brief 
N8IaIe ot 70IIr aU1t.uo,r elCpU'1cu:. Won OCI!I1ng to 
V~? 

2. (ll) D1c1 70U t1IId that t.U I4Ift1oe achool1Dc aDd., aperUlaoe 

3. (~) 

4. (1.7) 

S. PAGE 2 (21) 

6. PAGE :3 (36) 

7. (45) 

8. (49) 

9. PAGE 4 (52) 

10. PAGE 6 (85) 

ll. PAGE 7 (90) 

pr'io.l' to 7O\IJ' ooatnl to 'Q.ftua .d .... WlT prepINCl :rou 
tw 70V job? 

Haw JOU bMI1 the 1'1.tle platoon or •• "" ... .,inee '1'I"oep C 
hall arriftCi in oount.&7? 

Could 70u br1etlT deQl'1be tb QI'~i I&t.1I.la ot 7OUl' plAt­
oon? 

What are the t.lpu ot lliaa10Jul JIOJ'II&l.q aa.,' gn~ to ;pour 
platoon? 

Do 7011 reoalJ. how IIaDl' iMtD,o .. theN have lIMn vhve 
;you wwe l'ecauh'ed to fIIioJI1eh •• ClII1'1tT' tor dOlil*l mewatt? 

How 111 TOur platoon a:MIl tw t.b:I.s pN't1culal' 1liaa10n? 

Do :rou U8lI&l.J¥ t1IId ~ 1JwolWll in .. .t1ret1abt attar 
;you .. 10 ;your periatv up II'OImd a dCMMlCl ailwatt.? 

Can TOll diecullO one W two ... .,.oj N C lliel10111t, not tho 
m1aa1cm ot Fov1d1n& .. curitT tor 4cnoaed. a:l.Pa'att7 

AboIlt 1IIhat pG'OCtip at t.be t.1IU aft 7O\IJ' poopl.e out OIl 
80M Jd.n4 ot opINt.1Im? 

Do ;pou ~ deJIlo7 .. a platooa, w 111 it ouatoawo;y 
to break t.U platoon up 1ilto .. ot1ou ad put ilia out. 
on d1ttwent lI1aa1ollll? 

l2. (93) Are there ~ other ~ JW ha .. developed that 
;you tb1nk II1&bt be wortIa -.Uord-a? 

13. PAGE 9 (139) How h1ab is the lIIOI'ale of * r1t~ platoon? 

P "",r-LAc'" "'DWh S . ""grou,-,;] u,\i\... J..ld·I": en eparu,_ .. 
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List ot questions continued. 

14. PAGE 10 (150) Ce.ptain Bl"o'lolll, could 7W cliaCUIII the euu&ltiel eu.­
t.a1 ned by" 70lIl' plat.ocm sinoe Uri'l1Q& 111 ViAltauL? 

15. (161) AI I Jll8D.t1a1ed .... u.. t.h1I WCh1ew 1d.ll be 1IM4 
tor h1etor1O&l. pllpOl,. CIlll. Do 70Il 1d.Ih to pJ.u. 
IlXI epeoj,l .... t.nou.au _ 1~ 11M' Do J'W 1d.Ih it 
be &i'hll a clueil1oat1oll? It~, at leftl? 
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Transoription of IJrt.em.-t With 
C&pt.a1n ~ M. ~ 0532&?68. ~ 

AU- Il1fle PlAtooa Lead .. 
Troop c. 3/l.7th AU- a.oae Squadrft 

The ~ ltU CQQIluctocl OIl '0 Sept 1l ... l968 b.r H&,1or Paul w. 
CbUcJ., h. , ~, Azt1l1or7, Cce" •• """ auto .. , 16th HU1t.a;q Ju..toq 
D.tacbneztt" JleadQUU't ... , tlId.W statu ....,.~ v.t..t.a.. at Tq JI1alh Hue 
CUIp, H""".rt .... la1; Br:I.i&de, 25th "WalIdJ7 'Dl..ttdon· 

MIljor ChUd, Captain ~ CIA W9 besLn b6 ~ JW i1ve • bri.et 
rauM of ;?'IIIIr 1ILl1t1u7 GXpeI:'1cmoe bt;fe;:. 1F '", to V'1etDuR? 

captain BrMu I weJZ to t.be tml~ ttt n .... CId. &CIt ... oomd .td.cm' 
~ Ral'C. Att.ar ~ tbat., 1 va. ~ the baa10 OCNnIe at 
Part. Dew",.. Ga. Att... lPOJld1Jla JIbe ".. ~ '.""\7 tact.1ca thOZ'o .. I 
went to tl1.chtachooJ. aZId. apeqt. ulM TTl". in .fU.aI$ ,ObOQl. betON &flI1D& 
to Fori. K.rac, ~. to the 3/l.7th ClaY. 

~ Childl D1c1;¥W fJ.IlIl tbat t.ha aem.ce 1fOhoo11ng am ~ 
prl,or to ;ywr oond'l& to V10tzIIIua klequ&t.e.q- PNp&l"8Il '1OIl to%' )'W1" job? 

Capta1n l3rowru I tbiDJc tho ~ I P .to the 'lQtJpt,q acbool • 
the tliabt. tn1 n1 Pi gave me & ~ peat baGlrpGulld.. at course I hid %10 
CCIlIb&t. ~ODI:Ie. but. the baa1c ~ .. ~ 10 ~ I&lch ~ 
.... a.tld CiMII ~ appq the lHaan. l.ee.meclin • t_ combat -u1~ 
})ItCIUl.1u to ?1et.naa. 1'OU do haw a &OOCl bac1csL"Wll:l w WGI'It 'lCl.th OV'V' han. 

Major ChU41 Have 1'CiIIl been the r1t1e platcloa. m Uri .. AMe Tltoop C ha.o 
awlved ill I)OIIotII:.zY1 

capta.1n Jl&oownt - I started 0Ilt. at. FQl't I\'QQDc .. tbe lUt. oeo1i1tm loader 
wh14b. 10 a ~ 0: the rUle pl.tco.Q UIIl 1M Awe H III4el &S.ronA. I 
kept, thafo job tor a.baut ~ "DOIIt,ha ~ bet ... I took over the 
r.LtJ.e pllltocn. 

Major ChU41 Could.)'OII. briatl;r deaoribe the ~nt1cm of Jour platOCR? 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Ha~ar Cbildl Do 1011 reoall how JIIUIT 'zwtaM" \ben have been when 70U 
wre nqu1red to fUrrJ1ah aeouritJ toz: dIMIect a1Nfttt? 

C&pta1n BI:'oIau fal!c1Jl& aboIlt. dowDecl airot'aft, tbb 11 CIDIt of tbe pr1.aar,r 
1Id.ae1cm. of the platoon and we'r. prel;tJ proud of the reoorc1 wa've Me­
CIUl' people have .. lot of sp1r1t ml1""'1- tbe Nlpgna1Ml1 t1ea that tbIo' 
have lOt to the aocuta ml the ...... P' aDCl 1;M v.op. t.b&\ 1t tMT II> 
d.OIIIl tbIo"ft lOt to haft ~ r.I.&bt...,. -. lr 11*_ U. u &boIdI ta 
lIIlmtelJ. CDce W aft tba word that. u ~ ~ ."." W ar. 0Zl 1;M Wf9' 
to t.be a.r-., *pm¢lJl& em how tar tIM- .... 11 ,.. .. bQIIe baM ml how 
l.cms it take. 111 to pi; there. lJeuel]iT. onw baa alI'8ad;r bMIl 8lda'Ict­
eel bet-. we pi:. there. It .. HOIIt. fPN __ , iii L ,'¥ the ".....btp ~ 
1JlI tIM- LCIi w:Ul p.1ll the GnIII out. ~ .. pt. ..... UId. CIIDII8 W pi; em 
the gl"QImIl w 'm 11 a+eq set. up .. ~ ~ U alcM to tbe a.1.nnA 
ml wait tar .. oMt'QOkJ it it'e an LOll we ... ,".~ _ w.1t.h or. at QD" 

H madel,. ~t tbb whole ~:.. t.be u. we hit. tba ~ 
""'''''iT doeaIl't tab wq lq-Jqat;. ~ it taao tbe reo0'9e.1.7 ehi,p 
to pi; there ml CId;raot. tba a:S.roraA. ~ woal4 probabJiT be ~ 
:trau.1.S~, to poea1b:q halt an bow.-, 4eptnM'DC ~ CD. t.bI U. 
it takea the reooveq a1rvatt; to ~ then. A:bIr.IItt all. the &.1.ror&tt.­
airol'&tt. that have ~. of oow: .. , t.lIeI:w 11 ralDah lOll C&Zl@ 1d.th 
them.. a.sidea ptt.i.rJ& the a1.raraft •• :rou poJJ.o. up .. lot of maps. 
8!l!!Imft.1an. lHIBP"'«", rad10a and atutr l1D th1I that poe~ 0&1118 l.ooee 
:trau. t.be ~ When it wem. dGwrl. I tel .. u tbe J'IIU' I tva been em&­
here, we probliobq ha4 to &0 u em abQQt.1$ diClWM:! ~ m1a,~onl ,1' 
of them so 1'&r have betm ~ auneeatul. 

Hajor ChUd.: BON'l8 1OW" platoon an.4 tor t.b1I parl.1wlar nd .. iQU? 

C&pta1n Brown, BoI:mall;r, I &0 em tba &1'Qmd,1d.th 2It people, I UoM thNe 
al1ck:a oa.rr,y:I.ng ~ in each .:L1ok, eo ~ I'YII ,., .. l:I.t.t:a. IIIOI'e 
.t.trepowflr than a "'"""'" r1tlII p1at«m. DI1e to tbe "II!II'ber U OUI' tJpo 
nd'a1C11:1. I ctan'7 tln'ee "IIIIIoMno ...... 0Qt in -= .... aJIIt each 8I1,UIIl b&a 
or. J.ll9 gretlIIde ''''''''''''. _ lAW's, plu eaoh _'a ~ aupp:q or .,... 
84 .. am oIibIN' -lIP""'. Hoet at the ~ PItOPl. lIQIIl4 be a:rm.cl wLth an 
Hl6J .. oonp1e people, ~ IV pg1.Dt ~ UlDJ to 4t&n7 .. ~. 

Majc»;- Clh1.ldJ Do 10U ~ t1D4 ~ ~ u .. ~ attc-
7Wo a~ 7OJ:r perimeter up arcamcl .. d(lOl8d, ~1 

CONFIDEI'~-TIP: .. L 



CONFIDENTLJiL 

Capta1n Brciwnr ~ IIIQS1; or the dOWlWCl ~ •• d.orI8, we havenl~ ha4 IUI7 contact. A lot. or tb1a 1a due W our qI&iok ~I the pnabip w&I'bl1I.1c 0V'IIZ'baad keeps CharUe ...,. baa t.be Ud.lI1IIII:.U we CNA I~ tbezoe, I~ rJ.aht. h, a!lour. it aDd let. buk oat. before U hu a chIDe. to l'~. Tbere have beG .. OQllpl. t1lIea tbat U'e be_ .. P&"et.v !¥:II; ar.& - we ha4 
ODe ~ abot. dOIa1h t.be LZ. It. .. a Ph~ IIat &NIo - it hid 50 ... ]1,,"_ GIl ~ tbJ'M aida at tM LZ. AU,... .-111ps wve hS.t. 14t.b­h i:;lIIO wi .. st.. _ ...... toroecl to ,.... the _. fW of tlIea - t.MS.lo 
.., .... qld.:t.u.s Wore thq 0INl4 aft blot .... bU.. he 3111' • .. IawIIltt l'\U& Uto tGo aLOh C"GtAa\ GIl t.bIM It •• IS ~ "'e~_ .... ~ tor that. t.S.IIII 1a ~ mi poeldhV ...... JIIOP ",Uh VBl'¥ Ucllt OODHot. 

lIa.)or Child. Can 701& di.aOlolee .. or M .... apeo1lJ.c Jd.a11oDa. -. the "IIiOD at JII'OVicl1Dc .ecur1t7 tor __ Ii &1J:ooNft? 

C&pt.a1n Braw.IU Qas opc'&t1.oIl I 1'1 :.12 .. - .. ""'t. 1iJOIE'b4 v.q II10h at m.pt. - w.a .... of t.be oo.lt ... tlIat. we did bIo.,.. 'UaI ~ to let GIlA ~ 'IIOl'k at zd.&ht.. Up 1n .. ZeD ewe,.... bIHrted 1». .. 
v.& in tbIt 'me'· &ppt ""'-a3I' Ave to teJl.u.a JIOI't.h or llIt4~. w. we :I.mo the &NIt. abGut lOOO &rid JIOYIo4 oU the LZ ad etazotecl ""'~' logJdns tas: a1p of ..., .. t.i:r.L~ ..... ..-pe, .ache" Wnp liD tlU. w. _pt. tas: the ~ puot. of the .,. aDdS", I." ai,ps or eneIIV'aaU .... i~i IIIIIIt of it DDt. too reoem:.. W. had _ ..... n. ~ 17<lO we ~ 
~ 1DtO OW' lI!!!N&8h eite fas: t.be JIl&b.t at. & taU ht.enect1cm. We .. t. u.p an ...".,.h tM.t. ~ aDIl I expec\ecl to t1Dd ~ wonbrldla out the2"e. !he aOCllt4 bJ4 report.ed vc l&Id.q t.b1a ~ ~tq~. but. e1thN' 'Uw;r JaIIIw we """ oW< tbe.re that Id.&ht- ill' _ d1da't, 0-. Iv - we Jll8de it. ~ the lJ:1.ah1; with JIO .... ot... We ccmMzue<l OlD' 8WHP 'UaI ~ ~ &rid attar we mwed aboUt 200 -.n.t'NI. t.be "lib .u.s, .. d1Il l'Im iDto two YO that 'WeH JIII:Id.Ds PN'V ~ ~ t.be '+1Ill d.te. .,. wen wa]!c1ns dIM:l the Va1lalld.". .. ua or'q, 10 "" did cat two ~ ~. On ~ opel'&t1oa., ". lien ~ ... u the 'DeU.. • ~ 18 prett,y open dMl ~, but Cbarl1e Jaa -. !d.a baM .... SO wll. etwr tlaged that. 1t 1s ""'1 bud to .pot. .. b.a tIM u.r mall 'tbo"p a .oou:t 18 lMIweri.q rl..&ht oyar them. Sol the .0GU.t. .~W a ana 14th real hs&'V}' acttdt7 &lid the p1&toOIl was iDlezotecl &lid va .. pt, &ppr01d.llt.teq .5ClO -.ten. ':he eCOllt Ib1p OYe'he&tl .potte<l two people cIlv;Uc Jato a .mlMJ' aIld ". at.ut.­od -.rdD& 1.at.o the ar-. wd.D& & c.-ll1aa tor a.w. w. aot. w1th1za 50 Mt-8l'IJ at the area botOJ'e thq opened up. WIII&t "..Iel tCNI¥1 vas a battpli_ a1p baea camp &lid vIlat wo hid aetua,,;y ckDt 18 drcIppM ri&ht 1n the IIdddl. of 
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CONFIDENTIl\.L 

are Il»ro .lJ.ko we arc, n:n. ~ to p"l1co ~ tbo batUet1eJd or t""'«lO"'l:' 
\d.th vlnt t.l¥JT loa'l9 bohil'd. b 'VI:: a..,. lot an PIV'Cl»'''IIoa' I -U'tc' 
\fIt wcr:t"C cx.tmcted 1.'.lu1 tho cea of a buo CGII;) that 1II1II P'l14X"'ntod. <Il • 
~j aU-~. m:l cutJll"l"'J hit t.be area. .n nI.sbI;, ~ ~ 
iq: it. ~ in tho no:d; dI\r to ohoctJc the &Na, .... t.- tJat. tbIt ve, 
~ all. the AI.l"W.l.er7 _ ~, lIt4 .. abtH .QIPC1 1;0 &'lit .sa ad 
gat. all. tM!r 4ead. am ...... ed. port del .. f!4 t.I:ro .. OIl" fa:' IJ"IC'P&b .., 
tbat t.bq coul&l be vell. h' Meq· !Iot." that, 1ibIo' va. ~ t.I:ro .... 
UIl "'0'- up ~ \bat. liWl4 S,. .. *t t.hIn W __ a ""*"rr 
~ tlwo at all. !bar"... .. ,.. .. to plAt 1t,p ..... t.hq lWd &GC1 
bc'a ~ &llt<mtSo ~. h oriJ:r :p". N tha .. tGUJIIl __ lIIIol'O m 
:p1&ooa that ,.. t!l'!!1CIt,1~ daAJl in "lIt .. ra, 1n ~J .. azo-.. t.bt.t. VIt1"a 

h:!Ad<m.. Wbc.,ar thI:rr 'oIQ7.'e .In \bit opaIl,t lIIbaIlnu Jal ta"on. t.ba;y cloN"Od 
all t1Wt up. n 'WU ~ 'Il"AIrt-qs. 'Ib1a .... hIwo a 4ennste ~,,.o­
al fUtor -~ tbl:w&h tho ane., ". Jaww tbtq hid beon theN - ",. ct&tt 
~ biN l!IIa!V, but. w ~ ,... hid 'ki'led a. .. of tbelIl ad,., lla4 cl~ 
aqu;!.pmnt., ~ &Q1:Jg back 111 tJ» ~ .. \At QIMl"n't. O"Id"1mlt. 

U\;F CNUs Beat ~ 18 tho ~W f4 tba ritlB plstoclln1 

~ 3roIG:u 'lbe ~ 13 b1ah -it. _ to 1Je bell 'M ;rw'w 0IIlv" _ 
24 PGO&Wt ell the ~ WOfN a ..,..." JUIbGr' am .... a.nlaG to ~ 
en thIJ ot.bo4" mu. I ~ ~ tM lIIm 0/1 ,. loti;. CIi l"J4bt, Ir.'alDw their _ 
ani thor.rtw al:Jo got to be t.nIi\'¥ld to tA1rae fWQ.l4 eaah oI:.bIw'. jobo. "rhq arc 
a l1tUo bit. dUto.. .... bo:l a ll..t» inmtq lU\11t, ...,,,q _ to t.bW' s.i..H. 
We lll."Va :rGCQIl plat.ccm. .. tho ma1tl. .... .,..1_ ~ tbIJ airo S"l.fl.o platoon.t. :rD'" 
~. ()uo = MJon 18: .not so lIllch to cltloo w.1.t.h ad JdJ.l. or ea,ptwo tJ. 
4IllrI\lI;1'1 although U\J Go, th1e '*1 lX'aa:dODo 1'.ba Ralta aal BlIl:I8b5PS ~. 
aer:1al ".. Itll.'_" an:!. t.bt ~ tbq,r oav.'t. He belli. tho Wool the %'Ul.e 
platOQl1 ~ 1a OIl tbo ~ _ cbDcb «\ a l1ttlo clcma-. <:Do _1'_ 
the rU1tt plM.oon han f1IW1t a l.1:Ie ,~ platQon is thAt 1lQ Jaw our QGt 

Ol~C ~ - we e.:ro A e'~o tom. Wet,. _ ~_ • .-0 .. 
lntert.lT. ~ c<d.!rlnod 'ld.th\u the ua5.t.. ~ ~ 1Ud.t. ..spt. 
:bave taoQIlble rGqUo~~ &=Jh1JlG~ ~ VOCMt. ~ ~. etc., l: 
don't. han thU rlI.'01:>lrn~ t..hq ura ~ .In tJ» lId.t. 'l'ho lliIWl d1e­
~ in that ill aa·!4:' all it ","_ w. ..... &'Ot tbG ~~ glmalrlpn, 
AUI1 'd.tl.ct rl&toau ul.t.b l¥J ~ ~ ~ OGIm1.ttodall. tbQGo ~. 
Thtt::-o hl!.w b402!. & lot ~ ~ 1n Wloh w «*Sl4 ~ ~ tl10 a1.wt, rm 

to a 8N'ltor Gtonf'. U w lw:l. a ~ bft.olm;p tol:oo CCIiI'Wri 1oIlour~. At 
0tlG t.iJ:Ila t.h1.a ',\lA.'3 JlOIl:'l1bJo 'Whon tho CJt.Uto etDJl""biozl'IIIIUI ~ All & CIqllote 
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Capta,in llrownI I th.i.xlk \/e should ~ a. 00NFJllm'.l'IAL lWtrioUon an t.bU 
c:h1o to tha ctl.scuaa1on of aamo of tho opera tiona wb:I.cb. are ga:I.n& on 1"isbt 
at th1.a t1I». 

lJ. 

.,. .,-,~' D ,.., I ... rT,T j1': T 
C 0 1\,1 ~- ;, r \~.1. 1 ~:"'.L.J l. "J.. J..L -'-' 
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CONFIDENTLA.L 

b intel"V1eW wu CCIIldu.oteci an 30 Sear' =. 1968 ~ lCaJcao Paul W. CbUd. 
h., 089190, Art1l.ltrT, C<?!Im,!!d1n& otAoiII', l6t.b H1l1t1r,r H1atcaT DIrt.ebCm', 
~" Un1t.1 st&tee Aav, ~.to _ NimlllaM Cu9, ~, 
l/25th lDtmt&7 D1~. 

Ql (06); Li .. ~_ent, ~ahaIII, om ,. ~ tII1a ~~ xLth a bI'W ~ 
~ JOU1: Mr'Yioe tIIIperieI:I,~ pI'1DZ' to ViR:Ieat 

A: An. b1&h ~J., 1 jojDtri the NaY7 _ .. 1n UD'l _~. AttU' 
the Nav,r, I WlDt. to 001] .. _ .1o~ t.bJ AJ!fIV 1ft 1960. 18peQt ex:v-u'8 1n 
II1IIsile ~, t.hen wmt. to OCS",&\¥l tJ.iaht.- eobooJ. _ ~ thet. V~ 

Q2 (Ul) Dir11W filId ~ur w,~p1n8 .~ tl1&bt ~l, ~ JIhpI:nd ;pw 
tor 7OU1' prll at ue1gnMr!t. all Jllatoc:I1 1 ....... ., 

AI Not.~. b w,i"a1p& U Ql"1'J1lttd to a.r.III8Cl blUooopt... :loll .... "11; lIeJr. 
1copt.e:r oonlP',"1... ~ U DO J'O&l O&T&lIT tre~r1",. Captam JcIMe, ., plat,... 
oon, }ftPU"«l1ll8 tor ecout1na. a """"'1M.., couept of 'fCI'tG" tM I.OH III8kee 
it poee1ble to covel' IIIQli'e ground t.ben at flIT t.1.m8 betCIN. ~t.~, ~ 
eren't. arq' set. ~ &IlIi t.hq .. t lit lMr:IuId Ql" "1"«*1 out. 

Q3 (15) How lml& ~ 1W been 1C1th tile tzooop ZUI1f? 

A: S1noe a J~. 1 wae a S<:oUt Jll)8t. 0: tho ~ and then a l1.tt. IIOOto:1oD. 
1Nder. 

QI., (16) em 1'OU d1eCU88 the IlliJlIliIXllJ at 7CIUl' pl.t.ocm m1 alao the Ql"i8lI1 r.at1ca 
of 1t? 

AI I b&ve 1;& maraf'l; Qld tlllO aect.1owl 1a lIlT platOCll. Each NctJ.CII1 baa t~ 
moran. .. ".,.eel &IlIi I bave '\;1110 1n tM ~~. ~ HoUtz ]M""" 
... bave thret men. The.z'e are tel ~ and tel p1l.A>t.t in t.he .aoute aDd. DiM 
are TOE. 01.U" m ee10n ia to .fjnd &IlIi t:Ix the ...,_ 11V. t:s,..,;y Qld accur&t4'l 
int~ to Sl'O'IDd CcmJlndfQ'8 in the area"f 

Q5 (19) Do yt,lUl' TOE st.l'ucturo 111 ~ tQl" tbt Id.8I1iow1 ~u are ~ 
to aooompl1eh? 

A I No. I don't. The TOE struoture 111 lIIIId4I 110 1W tl:¥ in teuIa J.:1kIt the A1r 
J'cuoc.. We operate 1dth one scout and. ane ~ overhead, 110 the t.e&IIl concept 
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~ CONFIDENTIAL 
art1llery being tired. in and around the v1c1nitJ.es'l 

A: Yes, to a certain ex:tent. U~, WI .first call the ground conrnanrier to 
1n.fom 1UJn. lIowIVer,,. have forces on the ground and the gt'ound C'ClI!!!Jlender 
will call tor /IIOl'tar and art111 ery fire, lI1.thoIIt 1IIm1ng us. 'l'h1s 18 our big­
gost problem. We're us~ OIl hia treqUCCT' We've had rounds f&11 111 IIIId 
around, but it lftI have a ground cOlllDallder who has 1IOl'kec1 with the aoout.. be­
tore, he'll U8U&lJ;r ask us 1IIhere and lIhen he could fiN art1l.l.sr7. 

QJS (69) What. C()lJl!llm1e&tion tacil1ties do you have in your platoon and bow 
adequate haw these been? 

A: In eaoh eJ.rocraft we have an FH and. UHF pl.II.a our 001 tor nav1g&tion. Dur­
ing the _t aeaaon the.1 give us the moet. 41 ttl mltvo beoause at the _ter collect­
ed in and around the ra41.os t.heaI8el.ves. O\r ~ce 18 quite goocl. A lon& 
range ra41.o should be incorporated 111 110IIII8 of our ~. We we· cut ott by 
range as _ are quite IllObilo, having moved our lDoation in V1etnala e1&ht t1.Ines. 
a.J.1coptere require quite a bit at maintenance. U an &:1rcratt requires second 
echelon maintenance, the crew oh1ets are not. a.uthonIec1 to do it. in the field, 
60 WI have to call Di An IIIId WI lose a lDt. at ~ waiting for the m.echan1c to 
got here. A KD team, new in-count.ry, Fuente a problan &15 to Bl.ow maintenance 
and .'v. had. a bard t:1Jlle getting replacemmt parts. AJ.ao, tbe aircraft 18 
tested 111 the US IIIId not under Vietnam criteria. 

Ql6 (79) How many aircraft has your platoon lD8t since you'v. been nth 1t? 

A: We've had ~ aWe complete losses in-<lO'mtry and tllO of the aircraft had 
to be CClllple~ destroyeel :in tbe areas t.hq crashed.. In my instance.1;: I waa 
~ an LOH at JIJ knots and Z) t .. t when the aircraft eng:1ne stopped.. I made 
my slowup after I reached the gl'QUl14. We feel that these loS86S are a ve:q 
good record cone:l.daring the type of t:qing WI do along the ground. 

Q17 (84) How do you go about retri8v1n,g one of your c1~ aircraft 111 hoot11e 
te.rr:1.t.ory? 

At We have a platoon at :1ntant.ry ldth each troop. U .. can gst at leaet one 
tm-lH model. into the area, lie can let ott our :1nt1ll'tol7. ~ set up a per_tar 
around the sh:1p and each H lIIOdel has an aircraft sJ.1nl aboard. We hook it on 
the cargo book and 'Wrap the sling around the U)H. lor 8¥IY other aircraft it 
requires a chinook. 

QlJ (86) About how JDalIi1 hours do you fJ¥ a da;y? And. a month? 

A: We avarage around 100 hours per IIIlaltb per aviator. As platoon leader, I 
onl¥ average betwen 70 and 100 per IIIlaltb. 
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Q19 (ffl) About what. peZ'octage of '1OIJr lJ.:Pn& t1u wu at night.? 

AI 'lbe IDH is not a ni&ht t~ a1rCl'att. clue to the lsXIaticn of the li&ht8 
ud the way the bubble 18 conatruot..c1. lou bav ... lot ot gJ.an and. 1& pret.t.T 
ballar<ioua • 

Q20 (90) 4e 1 mentioned earl1er. th1a ~ 1IUl. be UMIl tal" hiataricaJ. 
purpoaee CIal¥. Do lOU have eJq' epec1al. ,..~ ~ 'tIDUld. l1lr.e to plAce 
on the UN of thia tape? Also, should. th1a • bo c'l ... ,t'ed, and. 1t eo. Vbat 
level? 

AI None. tia 1ntQl'll&tJ.on should be ueecl. GrIo x.oH aDd. one cobra can 11ft 
rooonn" '8anOll to a d1~ force. In t1vo IId.nllto.' lIII can cover all t.be al'e& 
that. .. platoQll can cover jn a dq. It ~ Jr.eep.:ua- oovC"1nga platoon tor an 
hour an4 a halt. all hour ot it 1& wut.ed;1)p';t~ II1tuat.1on 'IoDul.Il be one 
scout. teaIII tor a battaHon aiM. ' . 
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The 1ntel'view' was conductGd. on ;30 Sept.foe&e 1965 1:q' Ha.1Qt' Paul w. Cb1la, 
~.~O~~~~ ArW.l&7, CQrmnpnd1nc 0l1'J.0c'. 16th Jt!]UIll7 JJ::I.atol7 Detama.rt., 
~, ll\:Ited States 1J:tsq, 'V1etaaII at. 'ltq Ibb JUe c." Htlldtf' ........ , 
l/25th lDtant17 D1via1on. -

Ql. (00) Ceptam Jcm.e., I ~ it .. CCIUl4 be&f,n w.a ~ ld.th I/o 
brief ~ of ~ IIC"Vice ~ F-fa" tol'J.+tJd' 

A: A.ft«ro two ~ in tho naaeM'8; I .. on. ac:t1w <bd'.ir in 1964 _ att..r 
tho ba.Bic course of ~ at JWt, ~ I att«v'46 _ .chool. TlIIIl I 'NIIlt. 
to rart S~ ld.th " talIk unit f'Qt' ~ ~.. Ut.iI' th1a I wU. ~ to 
tligbt IIcbool aDd joined the 3/l7th at J'Qn I'm:ac. I .. 1d.th it in Apri.1l.967 
untU it ~ f'Qt' V1et.nsIa in 00t0_1967. 

Q2 (12) What have boen. ;YOUX' jobls ld.th ~ '/J.?tIh e1noe can1nc to vataa? 

Al Whan we a.n"ived .1n-count.l7 I was a toaIIL J.dar in a. ll00ut platocm &IQd 
tMn I aa8UIIIed a platoon lead .... job in ~ aooW:oa. Sh.lco Ha:l-ch I have been 
tho OpeQ:-at1cmo 0UiCC" of B Troop. 

Q3 (:1.4) D:Lcl;you!:1Jld;yoUX' prm.oue IIObv\J1ng _ f.N.in~H ~~ pre­
pared ;you f'Qt' j'OlU' jobo here? 

A: The five lllOntha or practJ.ce ah- tJ.me at 1GI."t. l\baJ: .. v4d as ~te ~ 
ing boto:oe can:IJIS to Vie:t.n.all. 

Q4 (19) What aN the ~ of vdMSms ~t Bflooop has hid. in Vietlwt.? 

Al O\IX' vdM1cms a:re 1'eCCC'IPpiMU:nce ~ m'n1u!D 8:111 ..-d ...n..llW·g'li ..... 
Dance. 2ho ditt.-eat ~ aN route l'eCOIIUI to ~ ocuv~., cca'03 ... 
~, aGIl'ial ftCOA"e' ,,81mC8 1d.th the Col:n an.d tba 1ICCIIt, l"1vw ~ at.t­
IWlIUI aDd 1'Oclceit WIi"I"rl)] epee at Di&ht. 14th both '\bt aowt _ IIIJV!b1l'" tl1:I.ng 
at altitude. 

Q5 (27) Can;you in l»:iAJC' tel'sIID d1DCUIID tbe orpn1Mticm at B ~? 

Al 2M troop haD t.Juooe Depal'ato platoans, tba ~ aect.1.on, tho .cout; 
platoon hav:hlg t'WO oectiono of' f'0UX' aircw.tt. arid t<mz. »:llI>ta each, aM the 
WI.IeponIS platoon w:l.th tl\O aect.1ona of' ~ ~ -.ch. We have the l1tt. 
platoon Wich 1:1 livo a.ircratt. aDd we haw tba ~ t;atoon ld.th S1'OtlIld el.em­
ants tQt' domed a:1rcro.tt rocoVffq' and. "cellS. ~ a direct ma:l.ntenance 
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support which is new and it can lollow us wherever we go. 

Q6 (,32) Do;you find that the organization ol t.he unit is &pFopriate to 
accomp11sh the missions ;you are given? 

AI The roE is designed to 1'\mct1on 80 that. t.wo scoute go out. in pairs and. 
t.wo gunships go out in pairs. By tr1&l and error WIve COllIe to the concJ.ua­
ion t.hat it works better with one scout. and ~ p eb1p. We t.r1.ed the idea 
01' two scouts world.n8, both 1'l¥1n8 at. low :um.l.~ .ad. w lost. caaplete contact 
wit.h our base camp. We eventu • l1;r had to keep 011. scout. h1&h and one low. 
It we tOlllld something, lie c.JJ~ in and t.1ID ~s ,.. sent. Then we tried 
worldDc with t1«) scouts low level .ad. one &IWIldp b1gh. This l118d.e firepower 
1wadiate. Then w found it. was haZ'cl tor OIle aunab:lp to cover tWO' scouts. 80 
_ WOUDd up us1Ds one ol each. 

Q7 (,38) What have been some ol the 8I*itic lllislliona of the trvop since 
arriving at Ta;r N1nh? 

AI Since 19 August, our pr~ miseicn has been COllVO;Y escort and opcWIg 
the road betwen Dau Tieng am Ta,y N1nh Baae Camp tram the ... t and nort.hweet. 
This continued tor 14 dqs and .. kept a t.eaJa on the wstern side ot the base 
camp tor about lour hours a dq, Just prior to c1ar1cness. We did lind a couple 
rocket. launching 81t.es. Howver, rockets 8pOI's41ca:lJT CSIIle in. Sincethq 
stopped, our pr:1mary' mission was road HC\Il'1~. Wben the PSi's in the &l"e& 
lRJ1"e hit, w sent out an H model and .. dropped flares until Spooq, which wu 
well equipped, could arrive, drop nares, and use his 1I1n1guna. We have con­
ducted armed aerial reconnaissance m:lsa:lons in War Zone C. On one occasion, 
we located 22 BneIIIT at 06;30 ~ to set aJIq 1'l'cIIII PSB Buell which thq had 
just attacked. We got. a bod;r count. ot J.5 pc'lIOImel. We oontinued tollov.t.ns 
the trail aZld called in air str1kea. It. was pret.~ hard to pc'tOl'lll a BDJ. 
because the jungle canopy was t.liIIO la;rera with l!iO to 250 teet. ol trees. '!'.bare 
have been numerous B52 st.r1kea in the area and 1118 have perlormed SCIIle BDA' s. 

Q8 (51) As an operations o1'ficer. how 40 )'Our 1llisa1cma caa.e dOlolll to you? 

As The troop is controlled by" n Field Force and 1t has been a tendenc;r to 
IIIOve us trail one hot area to another. lIm will. ~ us OrOON to divisicns 
which w:I.ll in tum OPOON us dOlO1 to brigade level. We've worHi with the 2./J,IJt 
Intan1:.17 ll1.villion, l/lst Intantr;r ll1.v:IJd.on and l/25th Intantr;r ll1.v1a1cII.. We 
set up our torward CP at the brigade heId.~.t as close to the roc lIB pos­
sible. It it 1s not feasible, _ leave a liai.scn otticer at the headquart.ers. 
We operate under the 2 or , ottice. 

Q9 (58) \'/han;you have located a target DUitabls lor art1llery, how do ;you 
go about requestjng art1l.lery? 

A: We uae the organic l~epower on the Cobra, art1l.ler7~ and air strikes. 
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The scout Ghipe usual..l;r call m artill ery'. We use artil 1 C'Y more otten m 
the jungle than m a .nat area. 

QlO (64) Have you found it d1.t1'icult to COOl'IUnate activitT when you lI1sh 
to ~ in an area where artilJ.ery" is f1ring? 

AI If' it eeems to be a hot area, th8¥ wI.J.l have art.:Ulory ~ goin& 1n 
there. Th8¥ ask us to obtam a check tire. Scmet:l.mee, lIhen friendlT ground 
troops are mvolvecl, t.he;r call 1n ~ aJII1 a1r support and _ have to 
use caution. To prevent artil.l.c7 fa"'ng arOUl:lll the acout, all1t takee' 18 
to check with the grOUJll1 COIIIIII.I'Id.e and. tell 1Ua be 18 IOUI& :l.nto the area. 

Qll (J.02) What 118.1'0 sane ot the teclm1quea developed 1n the troop? 

AI The Cobra ha.s the advantage ovc the C JIIQCiol to attack at a greaw an&J.a 
and at.tams a higher rate ot ascent. Wol'ld.xI& ld.th an Air Force PAC, the scout 
is able to mark the target with smoke and the J.te IIIBke runs over the area. 

Ql2 (lO7). Ceptam Jones, could ;you diBcusa one OX' t\«) operat1ona that ;you 
think have been pa.rticuJ.ar~ aucceaB.tul? 

AI The Due Hoa oparation d.uring the Ha;r O.t.tene1ve WDB III08t succeaB.tul. We 
-worked ldt.h the cP and wre based out ot Tq N1nh smce Due Hoa d.oesn't have 
the facilities to remain overnight. It"WU such a large area that it. took us 
three or four de;ya to compJ.trt.el3" COVIIo\" it. 1'he VC lIIIIIII'8 atteptJ,ng to use the 
area as a main oUenaive route to Saigon. w. found action~. Bea1d.ee the 
body count. the pllots appreciated the reBpOnlle .t'.roI1I the 25th D:l.v:La1on and the 
25th ARVN Division. ?bey \«)Ul.d sweep through the area. An e~ of torce 
operation took place when 1«1 were baaed at a forward CP at Quan Loi -worlc1ns for 
the 1/lst Div:!.sion. A large road net-work out ot C8mh<ld1a wu be;ing built by 
the VC in the jungle. We were asked to locate tho «Xact position of the roaa 
a:nd ll&l'ass the en~ as IIlUch as poeaible. It was so rEaDto that no .tl'i0lldlT 
troops \«)Ul.d be CClIIIlI1tted. until the poaiti<lll of the road was laIolIn. We plotted 
it and the lith AnDored. Cavalr,y Reg:lJaent moved. up the:-.>road. about three ~ 
ers ot it. but lIhen t.he }tq OUensive bogan, t.he;r lIIIIIII'8 caU ed back to Sa.1.son. 

QJJ (ll6) Have you found that. the units under which ;you are placed IctIow bow 
to pt!Operl,y employ your assets? . 

Al There are tour air cav equadrons hero new. Be1n& such a new conoept, it 
is cW.'ticult in SQlllO areas to expla1n to the ground cQ!!l!·nt!er our ea,pab'J1 tiea. 
We explam what our TOE is, lIhat lie aH capable o.t dcW18, 8ZId.~.t lINt l1ke to 
do bost. 
~ 

Ql4 (J2l) I To«)nder 11' ;YOU' could give us sn outl1ne hiBtozo,y ot the 'J/~7th? 

----------------, 



A: It lIaS formed. aB C 1roop, 17th CavaJ.r;y back in 1916. It hIlS gone throUSh 
oi8ht. different IlllJlIB ohanges, activationa, and maoUvations up to the present. 
Tho lIlBt timo it 'WaS aotivated 'W!I8 at Fort Knax in 1966. From 1916 it hIlS 
been changed. to tankD, reconnaia:sance and man;r other things. 

QlS (l24) Are there any other camnents you liI:JUJ.d l1ke to 1IIake'l 

AI I think it ~lOuld be IJ. t.renlllldous aBset it each Wanu-y div:l.sion were 
provided. 'ldth an air cay squadron. Attar wrld.ug 'lCLth a unit on one IIIiIIsion, 
anyt.:\Jne trouble develops in their &1'ea, tbq requut an Air cay troop to tind 
out the en~ st.renBth. 

Ql.6 (126) This interview will be used tor historical purposes on:q. Are 
thore 8l1¥ restriotions you 'Iftluld l1ke to place on it? Also, do you think it 
should be clllBsi1'ied. and it so, trlba.t deuee? 

Al There is notlUng claBsitied. and noth1ng tbat ehoulA be restricted in this 
interview. 
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SYNOPSIS OF IN'mRVIEW WITH 
CPT ROBl!aT1'S. HtTSEa, 0522.9467 

SEC'IlON LEATJA:R, liJWIONS PLA'l'OON 
TROOP B, 3/1m AIR BEOON SQUADRON 

The interv:l..ew was conducted by Hajor Paul. W. Ch1ll1. Jr., 8919J, Art­
illery. CclIIIIIand1ng Officer, 16th K:I.l.1 tary lI1atoI7 Detachlllent, Headquarters. 
United States ~,Vietnam on 'JO September 1968 at 'r~ Ninh :SUe Camp, 
Headq,uarters l/25t.h :cn.tantr,y DiViSion. 

Ql (08) Captain Heiser, could we bei1n t.h1s interv1e1t by having you give 
a br1et 1'eS1.IIII8 of your Hl'Vice experience prier to Vietnam? 

Al I gaduated tNm Pennqlvania lU.lJ.tarT Col.l.e&e arid ctered the seM1ce 
in Pebrua:&7 1967. I WIlt to Armor .ADD IIXId. then had about two mo.ntha nth 
USAPI be!ore go:lng to .night echool. After!1.1ght school I went right to 
Fort Knox and joined the :J/17t.h Air Cav. 

Q2 (ll) Could. you diBcuse briefJ,y yr:w.r &11&t.1cI!. trai"1 ng? 

Al There toJWe eight months of fli&ht school. Iou IJta.rted out nth OH 23's 
and then went t.lIrouah transition to t.he Ilw¥. 'l'ho major part of t.he tramin&. 
I feJ.t.. was tactics. The major unit. ~n1ng I had 'WU nt.h t.he 3/l7t.h before 
we came into Vietnam. We had a lot of ATT's and training cercues, spending 
time in Georgia and West VirginiA and trs:fn'ns tor the types of work we'd be 
doing over here. 

Q.3 (15 ) Captain Heiser, did you feel that the school:lng and experience you 
roceived in t.he US proper~ propared you tor your duties here in Vietnam? 

AI I believe they did, and ma,ybe more 80 because of the tra.1ning I had. with 
the Cav. We opet'ate over here bas1~ the wa,y we trained in the St.ates. I 
never 'Went to an air mobile unit and t.hat'a what the train:lns in night achool 
was tor. I think th1s is all necossBry. 

Q 4 (J..8) What positions have you held with the 3/17th. both back in OONUS and 
here in Vietnam? 

AI I was a team leader with a wapone platoon and it 'IoIUIn't. until short~ 
alter we got in-"ountry thAt. I was a section lead"". I've held a section lead­
er job down until the current tJme. 

Q5 (20) Can you bri~ discuss the 1IIiBB101U1 of t.he wapons platoon? 
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A: The weapons platoon hall a yoe&ter variety ot m.ies1oms than the other 
platoons of the Cav. Of course. we lIII:I1'k in our troop ~ as a one gun 
aDd one scout team aDd our main object is to 40 the navigat1.on. 1III.tch out 
tor the scout, cover b1m it he take. lIlT t1re or ganerall¥ lIIlrk right w1th 
b1m. We are also comlerned with ~h1ns the 800ut t1nde that we lII1&ht. be 
able to shoot up. We also have a lDt ot at.andbT miaa10ms for various unita, 
night or da,y. Also. we'll be scrambled or be nnt on a mis.ion to give f1re 
support or alose in tiree. 

Q6 (26) Would you outline the organisation ol tlul platoOll, please? 

AI The hea4quart.ere section, the platoon lelliv _ h1a pllot. baa one a,d.r­
craft. The other t,1IO aecUone have four aircraft each. Each seotion is br'ok­
en dOlin into t1lO teaIu aDd two section JeadC'a. AI tar .. maintenance Cl"fiIIIja, 
we have a platoon sergeant who is responaible tor acheduling the aircraft 
timee aDd keep1ng the platoon leader :UIt~ on juat what he baa maintenance 
wise. 

Q7 (29) Do you fjM the 'roE etructure appropr:Late for the type of miall10ns 
that you al'e given? . 

AI The 'roE has tit in vfl17 10lIIll with what. we do. We haven't. had lIlT trouble 
mov1ng tram lDcation to lDcat1.on and. aett1n& aet up to perform misB1oDa. We 
uaual.q have the aasets ava:!Jeble alJDQat at &rrf t.:lJne. 

Q8 (.32) Are you us~ depl.oyed by platoon eection or team? 

AI We're WI~ deplD;yecl by trocp. The Bcout platoon is alW818 with the 
weapons platoon on wsiOM and. the :u.tt. platoon at.and.a by. Ver;y r~ do 
we 8Vel' deplD;y our8elves just. aa a platoon. 

Q9 (.35) Do you tind that the enlisted lIIOI1 you've rece1ved are pneralJ;r wall 
trained tor their jobs? 

A I The mechanica who were with us before deployment. to Vietll.ala. .... wall 
trained. We had a lot at trouble training in~ beC&U80 of the lack of 
time aDd personnel. We have been ta\cI na thaD. ri&ht out of .chool. and. ot 
course they have a lDt of train1ng all tal' all the op .. atioll of the unit and. 
what the1r job is, but they aren't aa fam1J i ar ld.th the a:i.1'cratt:. aa a more ex­
perienced crew chief. 

QlO (.39) You have mentioned maintenance. How wall hall your equ1pnent hold 
up, eapeci~ the a:i.1'cratt? 

AI I think our maintenance hold up VWT tIIIll. We've had an outstandina maint­
enance crew and with this ltD team now, 0\11" .w,p. aren't dOlGl as long. Thq an 
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going do"Wll as often, but they are caII1ng out IlUch quicker. I wasaJllaZecl 4t 
the lIIllOunt of 1IIOZ'k that these people could actue.ll1 set done over here. 

Qll (42) How IlIalI¥ serious mechanical ta.1.JJlres clo you recall having ila4? 

AI We've had very few and I don't believw that. .... 've lost ~ aircraft due 
to mechanical difficulties. Wo had one engine fire and the aircraft landed 
safely. Most of our c1amage or in-flight emergencies have been :t'rarl battle 
damage. 

Ql2 (45) tlould you discuss fUrther the bat.tle c1ama&e, how IIIaD,Y aircraft 
:rou've had dOlCled t.h:I.B wa;r and the f1Dal dJ.spo~ 0: those aircraft? 

AI We've lost foUX' C /IIOdelB. One waa hit on the gl'~ bF an RPG. Two others 
lftll'o lost in a scramble in the du.at at n1&\lt. We get a lot. at bat.tle deml., 
but 1118 don't 1.0 •• the a1rcraft and there 111 eo lot of do1c tJ.m.e for CCIIIIb&t loss, 
even t.hough the. aircratt isn't lost.. 

QJ3 (51) Would you disCU88 casualti.s in the wapona platoon? How 1IWl;Y', 
and the naturo or the cISna'tios? 

AI We've had four. Of theae, t., wre 1<1"«1 .. one 1IaB evacuated to tho Ste.tea, 
and the tOUl'tb one waa ret...1nec1 in the 1ID1t. A arev ohief and a 8\lD1lfll' ware 
k111ed wen their aircraft waa Bhot dOlGl _ crMhed in the tree.. The pilot 
and co-pilot got out with minor :lnjur1u. ~ at low lIMIl, one at ~ c0-

. pilots got hit in the chicken plate and to the s1de of his lIIOuth. He was ."... 
acuated and I understAllCi he is in prett¥'SOOd abape. 1'be only man ",,'ve had 
injUX'oci in a cobra was patched up the same dq. '.rh.q just don't seem to hit 
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our people too often. . 

Ql4 (55) What type or ~ weapons do you teeJ. aro the sreateet threat to 
your a1rcratt? 

AI The fifty ca' iher and the hand held VC IlAtanat10 WElsp0n8 that 1ntlict moat 
of the damage. It depende on \llha,t they have in the aroa .. to \llha,t you ti&uzoe 
your biggeet threat is and hav you're going to at.te.olc the target and aact.:Q' 
what you are going to do to counteraot t.beir W'ap?n firth 

Ql5 (sa) What t;ype ot evasive action 1IIOuld ~ talce in the QUe ot a SO 
ca1iMr maclline gun? 

A: It a 50 caliber ;i.s fir1ng on you, the beet action 111 to l'etum as .lIIUCh 
firo all you can end try to make h1m stop shoot.1ng. BeOlWH lle can only fire 
fOlYWlU"d, it you1re already bT ;rlm~ you can try to OUtdUtano8 h1m bF p'llJJ1ng 
on all you've got end c1;lmh1ng out ot the...... I we>uld not attack a SO. Gen­
erally I you III8ke hisher l'IUllI and breaJc ott lt1cbezo and. 10u aw aws;y becauae his 
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reach 18 110 much sreater than regular IIIIIal.l arms. 

QJ.6 (62) Have you tound the sighting syetcMu on your a1rcraft accurate 
and easy to uae1 

Al Sighting eyst4ll18 are e:x:i'.l'~ accurate and of coureo they"re vC7 simple. 
We lose very little tJ.me tra.1n1ng sanebod;r to uee t.heee. In the cobra the 
sighting syetlll1 tor the nsx guns 18 moh more accurate. You have a caIlpCl8&t­
or tor detl.ection tram the aircraft and a1r IIp4II¢ that brings you close' to 
the tarpt. The rockets are as accurat.e u the bon a1&ht IlId then after that 
Just &8 accurate u the posit-ian of the a:J.raroatt :1n relatian to the target. 
You can ~ tell ..men hhqlre out of bore ei&ht &8 soon as you shoot aIld. 
it is a tllWlty m1nute procesa to put them back in bore ej,ght. 

Ql7 (65) On the average"; bow ~ houri a dq dt.l you fl3? 

A I About three to tour hour. a dq on the &VC'qe. It varies. Same da;rII as 
high as nine or ten houra and some c1qe as 1.oV &II one or two boura. Of couree. 
this t1me depends on the avel1ah1J:lt.y of a:1rcratt. liIhen we wre world.:a& &rouIId. 
Saigon, it 'IIU as high as lAO hours a IIIOUth tor ICIII8 people. 'lhe scout. UI\IIl.­
ly per pilot. tly lIIOl'e than w do. We'll do .. lot ot tire team ~ at n1gbt. 
I have about 350 hours total night t1llle up untU now and that includea echool 
and Vietnam. 

Ql.8 (72) How mch of a restrictian has poor weather been on your operat.1ona? 

AI Most ot the 'Weather that bothera ue is gr.-0UIld tog or any low o.111ng because 
ot the tact that w do work 1dth one high sbipand one 1.oV~. It the h1gh 
ship can It get at least a IIWl1.mUm of 500 teet above the low eh:Ip, then ~ is 
not mch use ot working that wa;r. or course, the iaolated. thnnde' storms _ 
the heavy rain, we just 'WO.!.'k aro1lDd. Wbc w hid the C 1IICIdel, the 'NIN.ther """ 
stricted us vf1l7 little, evan at night. We wo.rkecl a lot on r8/:la;r and radio nav­
igation to get placos. we had a real good a.ir='att to fly 1dth inatl'uments. 
W:l.th the cobra, hOWliJVC', the wather bolda us dow. We haw to avoid bad wath­
er at nigbt and stor.Jlla that. wouJ.dn't, hImt avoided before 1%1 the C m.odel. 

Ql9 (77) Can you discuss one or t1IIO specific operations that you teel haw 
been s~cantly SUCC8astul? 

A: OUr lIIOot outstanding operation was, I bellow, when 'We ware operating out 
or Due Lap. We had quite a rfIW ld.J.la. 'l'hIIre.lIf,8 a lIIO~t toward Sa:1gon at 
that time through the p1neapple lIhich 18 c101IIl around Duo Lap. We lftIl'e .tiM, ng 
them in their bunkers and sleeping poa1t1oDa. The scout. 1jI)I1J.d 81th .. throw 
IIIIlOke or else wo'd see wilC'e he flew OVfl1.' and it he couJ.dn I t shoot them as he 
new ov .... 'd roll in and shoot thela SI'I4 SO baolc and count the bodies. They 
£inall,y roallzod that tho II10ve waG on Sa'_ aDd they started to bring dO'olll 
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quite a few units. The ground units started reactJns to what the LOH un1ta 
had found. As tar as a second succesBtul operation, I think _ are on that 
riSht now. We're working up here with l./25th, helping than1d.th the:1r road 
clearings and other operations. We're 8eeing quite a lot of action and I 
think that they an J..earnjng how to U8e us e!tecti~. We 8J'8 gett1n8 SOllIe 
ld.J.lIJ arxI. doing sane good. 

Q20 (83) Can you describe the techniquaa you use ;In ass:l.8t..1Jlg in opening a 
road? 

A I Gener~, the LOH, ~ at low l#I9l, will G1C8ep the ent:1re length ot 
the rOiW.. Than l«I 111 contact the road oJ.earing team, uaua.ll1 a ccq>an;r. end 
screen to the1r flanks as they move do\IID. the road, .mak1ng sure that they set 
throu,sh w.l.thout an;ybody sneald.ng up bebixId than. 

Q2l (85) Can you th:l.nk ot an;y inatanoea't41en you teJ.t your platoon .... not: 
proper~ employed? 

A: I think that mvtimo they C&lIpl.oy the weapons platoon eacce.lli~ in a tire 
team. manner. without tolQl'ldng nth the scouta, thq are lIIieuaing us because 
thq cut down on our ability to take these other missions that w 8J'O baa:LceU;y 
trained for. Unless they are soing to use us to shoot or tor quick react:l.on, 
I feel this :1.8 a misuse. 

Q22 (BB) Although you've cited. how the platoon can be m1"U8ed, I get the im­
pression tJw.t in most. cases you are proper~ used tor what. you have beEIl 4e­
eignod tor. Is that the caee? 

A: I'd concur with that. BasioalJ,y', th4l;y can't miauso us 11' the use is in con­
junction with the troop and with the miaaion the troop is dH1gned to carl7 out. 

Q23 (/39) Has your platoon developed l!IJ¥ BpGc1al tactics or techniques that 
have been particuJ.ar~ sound? 

A I I think our employro.ont of one gunslUp nth one LOR has been part.iouJ.ar~ 
successtuJ.. It the LOH finds aaaeth.1nS. we have ~ll:1ng theN to alxIot at 
it right aWlRf, and he alwa.ys has help right thfllt'e. Our whole concept is baaed 
on lrorldng with the scout. 

Q24 (92) Captain Heiser. are there l!IJ¥ a.dd1t.i.on&l COIlIPIElI),ts you 1o/I)uJ.d l.1.ke to 
muko? 

Al The Cav itself proved that it :1.8 needed lIild ca,n !A)Qk over an sreamuch 
taster and with loss cost thml cround units couJA. 
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Q25 (94) As I ment1cned earlier, this :\.nterview will be used for historiC&l 
purposes only. Do you w:1.Dh to place arry restr1'Otions on its use? Do you 
feel. we'vo discuslled classi1:ied matedaJ. and 1tlShoUld be given a clasl51ticat­
ion? It 1)0, what level? 

A : No. I don't th:l.nk that we had an,yth:l.ng in here classi1:ied and I 1«)uJ.dn I t 
restrict it in any ~. 
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