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SUBJECT: Tactical Situation, Estimnte of Situation, and Operations

1. Tactical Situation:
a. Tactical Area of Responsibility (TAOR) of lst Bde
(1) Pariod 5-23 Aug 68

The 1st Bde TAOR consisted of an area approximately 60 kilo-
meters in width (east to west) and approximately 85 kilometers in depth
(south to north). The boundaries of the lst Bde TAOR were as follows
(see Map Tab A), :

{2) Period 24~27 Aug 68

The lat Bde TAOR consisted of the same area as in the period
5«23 Aug 68 less the eastern third of the 1lst Bde TAOR which was given
to the 2d Bde, 25th Inf Div. The new eastern boundary of the lst Bde,
2§th Inf Div being generally the north-south 39 grid line (see map Tad
A

b, Missions of the lst Bde
(1) Period 5-23 Aug 48

The missions of the lst. Bde during the period 5=23 Aug 68 were
as follows with all missions considered of equal importance: (see Tab
B of Incl 3 map of lst Bde Bases and Tactical Operation).

(a) Secure and defend all US bases in the 1lst Bde TAOR.

(1) TAY NINH Tactical Operations Support Base (TOSB), which
was & buse capable of combat service support for one brigade for tactical
field operations.

(2) DAU TIEZNG Tactical Operations Support Base (TOSB), which
was & base capable of combat service support for one brigade for tactical
field operations.

(3) BAU CO Fire Support Base (FSB), which contained four 175mm
guns. '

(4) BUELL II FSB, which contained one battery of 155um self
propelled howitzers and one battery of 105mm howitzers.

FOR OFFICIAL USL ONLY




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

(5) RAWLINS III PSB, which contained one battery of 105am
howitgers.

(§) NUI BA DEN Signal Facility atop NUI BA DEN Mountain.

(7) 588th Eng Bn Rock Crusher Site, located at the base of
NUI BA DEN Mountain.

(b) Each day sweep on foot for enemy mines and secure (by
posting combat maneuver forces) the Main Supply Route {MSR) in the
lst Bde TACR from the village of GO DAD HA to TAY NINH TOSE to BUELL
II PSB to BAU CO DSB to the Rock Crusher Site to RAWLIKS III FSB to
DAU TIENG TOSB, which was a total road distance of approximately 98
kilometers.

(e) Conduct offensive operations to destroy or capture the
main VC and NVA forces in the lst Bde TAOR,

(d) Support the Interral Defense and Development (ID/D) of
TAT NINH Frovince to include the defenee of TAY NINH City in combined
operations with the Vietnamese Armed Forces of TAY NINH Province.

(2) Period 24-27 Aug 68
The wissions of the lst Bde during the period 24-27 Aug 68

were the same as the period 5-23 Aug 68 with the exception that the
secure and defend mission of DAU TIENG TOSB was assigned to the 2d Bde,
25%th Inf Div, and the'lat Bde was to consider the sweep and secure
mission of the MSR of lowest priority in relation to the other throe
missions, and to accomplish this sweep and secure wmission as best as
rossible with the forces available and as the tactical situation per-
mittied.

¢. Forces avallable to the lst Bde

(1) Feriod 5-23 Aug 68

: During the period 5-23 Aug 68 the lst Bde had the following
conbat maneuver and DS combat support forces:

(a) Infantry: 3/22 Inf (-"C* Co), 2/27 Inf (="C* Co).
(b) Mechenized Infantry: 1/5 Inf (M), 4/23 Inf (M),
(¢) Armor: 2/34 Armor (="B" Co, ="C® Co, =1 plt of "A" Co).
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(d) Artillery: 7/11 Arty Bn (105mm) DS.
{(e) Division Combat &ngrs: A Co (=), 65th bngr Bn.
(2) Period 24-27 Aug 68:

During the period 24-27 Aug 68 the lst Bde had the following
forces:

(a) Infastry: 3/22 Inf (~*C* Co)

(b) Mechanized Infantry: /5 Inf (M)

(e) Artillery: 7/11 Arty Bn (-A Battery) 105m - DS

(d) Division Combat Engrs: "A* Co, (~), 65th Engr Bn.
2., Estimate of the situation:

Significant factors of the enemy, weather, terrain and forces
avallable which were considered by me in my estimate of the situation
were as follows:

8., LEnemy:
(1) Period 5-16 Aug 68

During this period the enemy 5th VC and 9th VC Divisions were
in the prepatory phase of the long awaited Viet Cong Third Offensive.
The period was characterized by lst Bde forces comtacting enemy platoon
and company sized units engaged in reconnaissance activities and the
building of forward assembly areas (base camp) in the jungles close to
lst Bde bases in the TACR. This enemy activity was conducted generally
during the hours of darkness; except in the Michelin Rubber Plantation
where the enemy engaged in active daylight harassment actions (sniping,
anbushes, and mining of the roads) to attempt to keep US forces out of
this area. However, in the rest of the lst Bde TAOR the enemy attempted
to avoid contact with US forces.

{2) Period 17-27 Aug 68
During this period the enemy launched the first phase of the
VC Third Offensive with six (6) fresh, fully combst ready VC infantry

regiments, two (2) separate local force VC battalions and two (2)
anti-aircraft battalions.

3
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As learned susbequently by captursd documents and POW inter-
rogations the enemy's assigned mission was to destroy the 25th Inf Div,

The enemy launched 1L attacks of battalion and regimental
strength against the lst Bde bases and units in the 1lst Bde TACR dur-
ing this pericd.

b. Weather and hours of daylight:

The month of Aug 68 was the middle period of the southwest Mon~
soon season in South Vietnam. The weather was characteriszed by hot
humid days with very heavy rain showers starting in the late afternoon
and continuing for several hours. During the month of Aug 68 in South
Vietnam there was approximately 12 hours of daylight available from
approxivately 0700-1900 hours each day. This was important because the
enemy conducted most of his movements of troops during the hours of dark-
nees; and better than 75% of the attacks by the enemy were conducted
during the hours of darkness.

¢. Terrain:
(1) Active part of lst Bde TAOR:

The southern half of the lst Bde TAOR (approximately 60 kilow
neters wide and 45 kilometers in depth) constituted the active part of
the 1lst Bde operations in its TAOR during this period (see Tab B).

This area wee so large that previously it was covered by two (2)
US brigades of the 25th Inf Div (1lst and 3d Bdes); however, because of
the expected threat to Saigon, the 3d Bde of the 25th Inf Div had been
committed to the Saigon area.

(2) Type of Terrain and Trafficability:

The southern half of the lst Bde TAOR consisted of flat terrain,
the western part of which was mostly agricultural open land with patches
of forest while the eastern part was one~third (1/3) agricultural open
land and the remaining two-thirds (2/3) consisted of the four (4) large
rubber plantations and soms forest areas,

There were relatively good dirt roads through the central part
of this area and the rubber plantations had many good roads complastely
oriss-crossing them like a city street network.

The trafficability for track vehicles was good on ihe roads in
the lst Bde TAOR, but only fair cross country; however it was poor in the
rice paddy areas and heavy Jungle areas.

£~
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The tracked vehicles could move rapidly through the rubber
rlantations on the road network or move slowly off the roads between
the rubber trees. However, in an attempt to prevent enemy ambushes
along Route 26 in the CAU KHOI Rubber Plantation and along Route
239 in the BEN CUI Rubber Flantation, the rubber trees were cut down
aprroximately 5C meters on each side of the road in an engeneer pro-
Ject conducted several months ago., Unfortunately, the cut trees were
left in place and constituted an obstacle to track vehicle movement
off the road, which later proved to be a considerable disadvantage to
1st Bde armored elemsnts fighting in both of these areas.

d. Forces available:!
(1) Period 5-23 Aug 68:

During this psriod the lst Bde had the following combat maneuver
forces assigned:

(a) Two (2) mechanized infantry battalions (total of é mech-
anized companies available). ‘

(b) Two (2) rifle infantry buttalions, each with only 3 of
their 4 rifle companies. (Total of 5 rifle companies out of 6 availe
able for daily use because 1 rifle company comaitted to defense of NUI
BA DiN Signal Facility atop the mountain).

(c) One (1) armor battalion which had only one (1) tank come
pany of ;.wo (2) platoons plus Bn and’'Co headquarters tanks. (Total of
15 tanks),

The two (2) mechanized infantry battalions assigned to the
1st Bde, constituted 100% of the mechanized infantry units available to
the 25th Inf Div because the third organic mechanized infantry battalion
of the division wea with the 3d Bde, 25th Inf Div and the 3d Bde was
under the operational control of the US Capital Military Assistance
(CMAC) Command in the Saigon area.

The armor asaigned to the lst Bde constituted approximately
50% of the available tanks to the 25th Inf Div.

The two (2) infantry battalions (less ope rifle comrany
each) assigned to the 1lst Bde, constituted approximately 25% of the
available rifle infantry of the 25th Inf Div because the 25th Inf Div
had been given operational control of the 506th Inf of the 1l0lat Airborne
to rerlace the 3d Bde, 25th Inf which was OFCON to the US CMAC in the
Saigon area. Thus in the 2d Bde TAOR, the 25th Inf Div employed two
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brigades (the 2d Bde, 25th Inf Div and the 506th Inf, 10lst Airborne
Div) of infantry and the armored cavalry squadron of the 25th Inf Divy.

{2) Teriod 24-27 Aug 68;

During this period the lst Bde TAOR was decreased to two-thirds
of its original size with the eastern third given to the 24 Bde. The
lst Bde had the following combat maneuver forces assigned during this
period: : :

(a) One (1) mechanised infantry battalion (total of 3 mech-
anized infantry companies).

(b) One (1) rifle infentry battalion (total of 3 rifle infan—
try companies, with one of these companies committed atop NUI BA DEN
Mountain).

e, Important considerations in my estimate of the ait.ﬁation were
as follows:

(1) There were seven (7) US bases to secure and defend, spread 42
kilometers in width and 25 kilometers in depth, in the lst Bde TACR.
All of them required combat maneuver units to help defend them, espe-
cially at night,

(2) Although the defense of the City of TAY NINH was not vital to
the U3 defenses from a purely tactical standpoint, it was very important,
for rolitical and psychological reasons, to show that SVN and US forces
could prevent the VC from capturing and holding'a Provineial Capital
City, as they had done at HUE during the TET Offensive.’

(3) The smecurity and defense of Saigon had first priority in SVN.
It was expected that the Third Offensiwve of the VC had the objective of
invading and destroying Saigon. A large number of SVN and US troops i n
were positioned in and around Saigon during this period. Consequently
an "economy of force" role for US troope in the cutlying provinces of
II1 Corps was necessary. Thus, the strength of lst Bde forces were to
be kept at a minimum.

Further, US units of II Field Force were told that the enemy
would attack the outlying provinces of III Corps in an attempt to draw
US and 3VN forces from the defense of Saigon. Thus, units like the
lst Bde located in an outlying province were expected to fight the
enemy without expectation of reinforcements, unless they.axperienced
large scale enomy attacks from the main VC/NVA forces. This meant to

6
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me that I had to provide a reserve force from lst Bde forces to act
as a reaction force or reinforcement force in case of enemy attacks in
the lst Bde TAOR.

(4) The US bases in the lst Bde TAOR were dependent upon resupply
from truck convoys coming daily from the 25th Inf Div Base at CU CHI.
The 1st Bde units used an average of 6,000 artillery rounds each 24
hour period during a moderate day of enemy activity. Consequently the
maintenance and security of the MSR in the 1lst Bde TAOR was vital for
sustained tactical operations of the lst Bde units.

(5) Despite the great advantages afforded to US forces in Vietnam
by the use of troop carrier, gun ship and cargo helicopters, there was
8n insufficient number to support the desired airmobile assault opera-
tions and cargo resupply missions of the US units of II Field Forces
during this period. The 1lst Bde could normelly expect only one (1) aire
mobile comrany (10 Huey helicopters capable of carrying approximately
60 men in one 1ift and 1 Huey for comsand and control) each day.

Thus if contact with a small enemy force occurred, airmobile
reinforcement would be tactically sound. However if contact with a large
enemy force occurred, then this plecemeal commitment of troops could pro-
vide the enemy the opportunity to defeat the reinforecing element in
detsail,

Consequently, I realized that there was a vital need to main-
tain and secure the MSR in the lst Bde TAOR to effect hoth reinforcements
and resurply. This was to prove true during the enemy attacks in the VC
Third Offensive in the lst Bde TACR. :

(6) The southern part of the 1st Bde TAOR was a very large (an area
in which normally two (2) brigades operated): however there was a fairly
good road network connecting all the US bases in the lst Bde TAOR and
the cross country trafficability was fair in more than 50% of the area.

(7) The combat maneuver forces avallable to the lst Bde were
predominately armored forces (5 mechanized infantry companies, 1 tank
company and 3 reconnaissance platoons - a total of approximately 160
armored personnel carriers and 15 tanks) with great armor protectad
fire power and good rosd mobility as well as fair cross-country mébility
in the southern half of the TAOR, which was the most important area to
both the US and SVN interests in TAY NINH Province.

(8) There were essentially only South Vietnamese Regional Forces
(RF) and Fopular Forces (PF) in TAY NINH Province. That is to say that
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thers were no Army of Vietnam (ARVN) military forces stationed in TAY
NINH Province except for two small batteries of artillery committed to
defense of Vietnamese installations. Further the RF/FF forces were
committed to defense of thelr fixed installations and hamlets and were
not avallsble for offensive operations in combined operations in the
1st Bde TAOR, except in a very limited way in daytime and never at
night,

3. Tactical operations
a, Concept of operations
(1) Ceneral:

Based on my estimate of the situation which considered all the
factors of missions assigned, enemy situation, terrain, weather and
forces avallable, I determined that the 1st Bde general concept of
operations would be as follows:

(a) Tactical disposition of lst Bde forces and bases:

Approximately 80% of the combat maneuver forces of the lst
Bde would be tactically disposed in a ring of defensive positions around
TAY NINH TOSB and the northern ypart of TAY NINH City (whioh contained
the province government, province chief headquarters and US province
military and civil headquarters) to provide the following:

(1) Provide an outer ring of US defensive positions to rein~ .
force the inner ring of South Vietnameee RF/PF defensive positions
around TAY NINH TOSB and TAY NINH City to intercept the main VC/NVA
attacking forces and destroy these before they can reach their objectives.

(2) Provide waximum flexibility to counter-attack with combat
maneuver forces should the enemy renetrate the outer and/or inmer rings
of defenses of TAY NINH TOSB and TAY NINH City.

(3) Frovide adequate dispersion of combat meneuver forces so
that it would be highly improbable that the enemy could attack all US
bases simultaneously. However, the US bases were to be positioned so
as to be mutually supporting by the fires of a minimum of two batteries
of artillery.

(b) Daytime: Offensive operations designed to find, fix and

destroy the enemy in the 1lst Bde TAOR. All units of the lst Bde con-
ducting "reconnaissance in force®" (RIF) operations would move to contact
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using maximum security to prevent ambushj however, upon making contact
with the enemy, they were to move aggressively to fix the eneay in pos-
ition and with maximun use of firepower:- and maneuver close with the
enexy and destroy him by close asssult.

(c) Nightime: Defense/offensive operations designed to stop,
repel and ejJect enemy attacks on US or SYN bases and follow=up with
counter-attacks to destroy the enemy attacking forces.

(2) Speciric:

(a) Conduct aggressive daylight armored reconnaissance in
force oparations (RIF) in the scuthern half of the 1st Bde TAOR to find,
fix and destroy the enemy, and also to deny the enemy free movement dur-
ing daylight hours, especially in the MICHELEN and BEN CUT Rubber Plan-

tations which were astride the main enemy north-south infiltration route

from "War Zone C."

(b) Conduct aggressive night ambushes of platoon and company
#ize around the lst Bde bases, TAY NINH City, and the mein enemy NS
infiltration route, to interdict his routes of night movement and/or
intercept and destroy his forces moving to forward attack positions.

(c¢) Conduct aggressive airmobile infantry RIF operations in
the forest near lst Bde bases to find, fix and destroy enemy VC and
NVA main force units; and also to find eneny forward base camps and
destroy thenm.

(d) Utilize armored task forces to sweep and secure the main
supply route in the lst Bde TAOR daily.

(e) Conduct daylight combined US-SVN offensive operations with
RF/PF forces in TAY NINH and province especially in cordon and search
operations designed to destroy VC infrastructure in the villages and
hamlets in the 1lst Bde TAOQR. Lncourage and support nightime combined
US-SVN defensive/offensive operations in the Bde TAOR.

b. Operations
(1) Period 5-16 Aug 68

During this period the lst Bde conducted many succesaful day-
light armored RIF operations in the southern part of the 1st Bde TAOR
ospecially in the rubber plantations of the MICHELIN, BEN CUI and the
BIG RUBB:R. Also many successful daylight airmobile infantry RIF opera-
tions were conducted in the forests of "War Zone C."
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Also lst Bde units conducted many night ambushes during the
period of which severul were successful in ambushing enemy platoon
sise reconnaissance and supply units.

These 1st Bde operations resulted in the destruction of a
large number of enemy base camp fortifications (bunicers, righting
holes, trenchwork) and inflicted approximately 125 enemy KIA (body
count) with but a few US casualties. '

Further, cozbined daylight US/SVN operations were very suce

cessful during this period, especidlly the cordon end search operations.

One such combined lst Bde and RF/PF cordon and search operations of the
eity of DAU TIENG on or about 1 Aug 68 netted 107 male deteinses of
draft age which was ons of the most successful cordon and search operaw
tions in South Vietnam; another one conducted in & village SW of TAY
NINH City netter 25 detainees of which 5 were determined to be ¥C and
11 were VC suspects while the remainder were determined to be draft
dodgers.

(2) Period 17-23 Aug 68
(a) 1st Bde ambush of 275 ¥C Regt (17 Aug 68)

At aprroximately 2230 hours, 17 Aug 68 the long awaited VC
"Third Offensive” began with the successful ambush of the lead batta-
lion of the enemy 275 VC Regt by a reinforced platoon of the 2/27 Int
Just east of TAY NINH City (see No. (1) of Map of Tab B Incl 3). The
275th VC Regiment wasa attempting. to attack TAY NINH City. The ambush
resulted in 5 enemy KIA by body count. But more important this contact
with the 275th VC Regiment was exploited by the lst Bde by attacking
this regimett with sll artillery and mortars available as well as gun
ships for over two hours causing over 200 possible casualties to this
enemy regiment. The important result of this action wes that the 275th
Inf Regt was:turned back from its attack objective and did not partici-
pate in the subsequent battle for TAY NINH City.

Another important advantage gained by this action was the
advance warning of large scale attacks beginning in the lst Bde TAOR.
As a consequence of this successful smbush, 8ll US and SYN basss and
units in the 1lst Bde TAOR were warnedto prepare for an enemy attack
that night which indeed did come some 3 hours later that night.

Further there was a very effective example of Combat Intele
ligence resulting from this successful ambush. The lst Bde 5-2 had
informed me of the imjortance of establishing unit identifications of
enemy units in the lst Bde TAOR. The II Field Force Commanding General
had stressed the need to.find and identify the enemy VC divisions in
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III Corps in order to determine the threat and allow him to react to
it quickly. Thus as soon as the 2/27 ambush was successfully sprung I
contacted the Bn €O, 2/27 Inf (LTC Kenny), and ordered him personally
to go the area of contact, strip the bodies of all oclothes, weapons,
eguipment, and documents and bring them immediately to lst Bde Head-
quarters,

At approximately 2330, one hour after:the ambush LTC Kenny
brought the clothing, one (1) pistol, two (2) AK-47 rifles, and docu-
monts. These documents established the identity of two of the enemy
KIA as officers, one the Bn IO of one battalion of the 275th VC Regt
of the 5th VC Divieion and the other as & platoon leader of this
battalion. This Order of Battle intelligence was sent by radio to
higher headquarters immediately.

{b) 1st Bde Defensive/Offensive of BUILL II FSB against 273
VC Regt (18 Aug 68):

At aprroximately 0130 hours, 18 Aug 68 some 3 hours after the
successful action against the 275th VC Regt east of TAY NIMNH City, a
very heavy enemy attack fell on BUELL II Pire Support Base {FSB) which
was located aprroximately 7 kilometers due north of TAY NINH City (see
No. (2) on mtp = Tab B Incl #3).

Three battalions of the 273d VC Regiment, supported by an
unidentified anti-aircraft battalion, attacked by fire (mortars, RFG
rockets, 12,7 MG and small erms) and by close assaults on north, south
and west of the lst Bde BUELL II FSB, for approximately 312 hours.

The enemy, with a strength of apmroximately 1,400 men, had
moved under cover of darknese from the forest located north of BUELL
II FSB. Of sjecial interest is the fact that the encmy formed up each
battalion arrroximately 100-200 meters from the protective wire of
BUELL 1I FSB. Each battalion did a dress-right-dress type formation and
then each man dug & foxhole; extensive wire communication wire was layed;
weapon rositions were dug for mortars, RFG rockets ard anti-aircraft
machine guns. After the battle both from the air and ground inspection
the symetrical lines of individual foxholes and weapons positions were
found along with the equipment and wearons and the many enemy dead.

Artillery fires from lst Bde bases (TAY NINH TOSB, BAU CO FSB,
RAWLINS III FSB, and DAU TIENG TOSB) pounded the enemy forces. At the
esame time C-47 flare ships lighted up the area while the helicopters
gun ships raked the area with mini-gun and rocket fire, and tactical
fighter bombers bombed and straffed the enemy positions.

11

ENOEN .»"‘31‘?1\']' 'L'rr"; b O-.-; -
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

The US forces at BUZLL II (one battery of 105mm, one battery
of self propelled 155mm, one mechanized infantry company, one rifle
company and 4 tanks - & total force of approximately 250 men) poured
out & continuous stream of fire during the entire engagemsnt.; the artil-
lery firing point blank using "Beehive® and "Firecracker" ammunition,
the mechanized infantry employing 50 cal and M-60 machine guns and the
infantry employing emall arms from the bunker line as well as their
organic mortars from within the perimeter,

The many enemy assaults never breeched the mrotective wire of
BUELL II Pire Support Base. By 03500 hours the enemy attacks by fire
and ground assaults ceased. :

lst Bde artillery and gun ships pursued by fire the enemy
formations in the darkness - while all let Bde maneuver units in the
area were alerted to pursue the enemy at first light.

At firat light armored units from TAY NINH T05B, BUELL II FSB,
BAU CAU FSB and the Rock Crusher Site surrounded the battle field area
and were successful in capturing 16 of the enaxy.

A hasty search of the battle area revealad 187 enemy KIA (body
count) most of which were killed 50-200 meters from the protective wire
of BUSLL II FSB. Since then, hasty enemy grave sites have been discovered
500-150C meters from the BUELL II FSB which shall sventually bring the
enemy casualties to well over 250, The US forces at BUELL IT suffered
3 EIA and approximately 25 WIA,

(c) Defense of NUI BA DEN Signal Facility

During the same night that BUELL II FSB was being attacksd, the
NUI BA DEN Signal Facility atop NUI BA DEN Mountain was assaulted by the
enery at approximately 0200 hours, 12 Aug 68. The enemy consisting of
arproximately 300 men, carrying approximately 50 satchel explosive charges,
(later 50 more satehel charges were found, captured after the battls),
1n)an attempt to destroy the Signal Facility. (See No. (3) Map of Incl
#3 -

After approximately two hours of heavy fighting, "A" Co, 3/22.
Inf, using small arms and grenades, successfully repulsed the repeated
assaults of the enemy attacking force. A sweep of the battle area in
daylight revealed 10 enemy KIA (body coumt), which was later increased
to 18 enemy KIA by searching further down the eountain slopes. The
defending US infantry company suffered 5 KIA and 23 WIA. The enemy
objective to destroy the Signal Facility failed, for not one item of
signal equipment was damaged or destroyed.
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(d) 1st Bde Offensive Operations to clear TAY NINH City
(18 Aug 68):

During the same night several of the RF/PF outposts of
TAY NINH City were attacked by fire while one PF outpoat in the extreme
southeastern part of the city wes assasulted and captured by the enemy.

At approximately 0900 hours 18 Aug 68, the province chief
of TAY NINH informed the lst Bde that two (2) local VC separate batta-
liome had entersd TAY NINH City from the south and west during the night.
He requested that the 1st Bde help his RF/FF forces drive the enemy out.

A combined operation of US and SVN forces was quickly
agreed upon by the province chief and myself. The plan was for armored
task forces of the 1lst Bde to block the two Southern parts of TAY NIKH
City while RP forces would attack through the city from porth to south
(see No. 4 of Map = Tab B Incl #3).

The lst Bde sent two armored task forces that morning to
establish blocking positions in the southern parts of TAY NINH City.
One of the armored task forces (TF 2/34 (~)) originating from TATY KINH
TOSB broke through an enemy VC company blocking access to the M3R (Route
22) and then guickly took up & blocking position in the southwestern
part of the city. The eecond armored task force (TF 4/23 (-)) moved
rapidly without opposition to the southeastern part of the city.

Just prior to the movement of these armored forces I had
flown in my Command and Control helicopter over TAY NINH City. I had
observed that the population of the city had fled, for protection, from
their homes to the CAO DAI Temple grounds located in the northeastern
part of the city. :

I also had flown over the southeastern part of the city
to recon the enemy captured FF outpost and in doing so my C and C
helicopter received ground fire from approximately 300 enemy VC. This
ground fire wounded the pilot and caused slight damage to the ship.
Consequently I ordered TF 4/23 (=) to attack this enemy &nd fix them
in position as well as to gain a strong foothold in the southeastern
part of the city.

TF 4/23 (=) attacked aggressively and became heavily
engaged in a close in fire fight with this enexy force from 1130 hours
until dark that day. Acting on orders from the CG, 25th Inf Div, I
strictly complied with his orders that no mortars, artillery, rocket
fire or air strikes be used in the city fighting in order to prevent
injury to the population or damage to property.

13
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TF 4/23 (~) advanced with its armored persomnel carriers and
ground infantry approximately 1000 meters into the city until I ordered
them to hold their position and fix the enemy, while the RF attacked
from the north. In this etreet fighting the TP 4/23 (=) killed 42
enexy (body count) but suffered 8 KIA, 35 WIA and had two AMCs knocked
out from heavy RPC 2 and 7 rocket fire.

Deepite my personal urging of the province chief to have his
RF forces attack scuthward as agreed, the RF forces did not attack but
took a defensive position in the center of the city. Further, the
province chief refused to commit his 10 armored personnel carriers,
oven in 2n overwatching fire role, because hs stated that if any APCs
were knocked cut he could not get replacements,

At 1600 hours the province chief informed me that his RF units
must return to their normel nightime fortified positions to protect the
city and his province hesdquarters.

Conseguently, I took operatiomal control of "B* Troop, 3/4 Cav,
which had just closed into the TAY NINH TOSB, and ordered them into the
center of the city to press the attack while thers was still daylight.
This troop arrived into position just before night fall and engaged an
enomy force moving from the south toward the center of the city. After
a brief but violent fire fight the enemy broke contast and disappeared.
Consequently I then ordered this troop to hold this troop to hold an all
around defeneive position in the center of the city and prevent any move-
ment of the enemy ¢ither northward or southward. At dawn, mother com-
bined US-SVYN operation was mounted with the ARVN and RF forces to
advance southward from the center of the city toward the lst Bde blockw~
ing positions in the south. However, when the ARVN-RF forces made their
atteck it was discovered that the enemy had exfiltrated the city.

The rapid and aggressive armored attacks of the 1st Bde units
had defeated the enemy's attempt to hold TAY NINH City for 3 days (as
learned from captured documents and POW interragation) and this defeat
of the enemy was accomplished without any destruction of property in the
city. Unfortunately ons Buddhist Monk was killed and several Monks were
wounded when the VC herded some 200 Buddhist Monks in front of their
attacking elements during one part of the battle. During this action I
had all US units cease firing to prevent killing the Konks, and although
the enemy gained a temporary advantage, the cease fire allowed the Monks
safe passage through US lines,

) (e) 1st Bde Mech Inf RIF ageinst elements of 5 VC Div (18 Aug
68

1,
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On 18 Aug 68, the 1/5 Inf (K) consisting of two (2) mechanized
infantry companies were conducting a mounted daylight RIF across country
in the area just west of the BEN CUI Rubber Plantation (see No. (5) of
Map - Tab B Inel #3). During this RIF they contacted elements of one
enoxy anti-aircraft battalion and one enemy infantry bettalion entrenched
on the edge of the forests in the area, A six hour fire fight ensued
until the enemy broke contact. The ensmy suffered 52 KIA (body count)
and many enemy weapons were captured inoluding three (3) 12,7 antie
ajreraft machine guns.

I desired to reinforce this contact so as to surround and
destroy these two (2) enenmy battalions. However, no reinforcemsnts
were available from lst Bde rescurces because all reserves were com—
mitted in the Battle for TAY NINH City which had first priority.

Reinforcements from the 25th Inf Div were requested by lst
Bde but were denisd because it was still believed by higher headquarters
that the objectives of these enemy attacks were designed to draw US and
SYN forces away from the defense of Saigon.

(f) 1st Bde Armored TF attack against 275 VC Regt (19 Aug 68):

At aprroximately noon on 19 Aug 68, PA" Troop and the "Recon
Plate" of the 3/4 Cav were ambushed along Route 26 (see No. (6) of Map
Tab B of Incl 3) as they were clearing the alternate MSR (alternate MSR
was CU CHI to TAY NINH using Route 26 from south to north). -

I immediately took OFCON of these two units of the 3/, Cav
and reinforced them with two (2) mechmized infantry companies of the
h/23 Inf (M) and ordered them to attack and destroy the enemy ambush
astride Route 26,

This TF attacked all day employing their armor (tanks and
AFCs) along the road using direct fire of the tank guns and machins
gun fire to support the ground infantry assaults on the flanks to roll
up the enemy ambush.

Unfortunately the rubber trees which had been cut down approxi-
mately 50 meters on each side of the Rubber Flantation prevented the
armor from being employed into the rubber plantation.

After approximately six hours of ground attack supported by
artillery, air strikes and helicopter fire teams, the Task Force advanced
approximately 600 msters against a very strong and determined enemy
force of at least two battalions of the 275th VC Regt. The enemy fought
from one covered delaying position to another utilizing the cover

15

TTOT (N

FOR OFFICIAT UsE CILY




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

afforded from foxholes and cut down rubber trees. The enemy suffered

42 KIA (body count) and over 30 possible enemy XIA while US had 3 XIA
and 22 WIA,

As night approached the enemy broke contact and I ordered the
Task Force into RAWLINS III FSB. This move was made in order to provide
combat mansuver forces to defend this PSB, since all other forces of the
lat Bde were oommitted in battlee elsewhers and I belisved that the onOny
broke contact with the TF in order to mass his troops to assault the
FSB that night. Also, a resupply of ammnition and fusl was necessary
for this TF for it to continue possible defense/offensive operations that
night.

(g) 1st Bde Mech RIF against elements of 5th VC Div (19 Aug 68)

Again on 19 Aug 68, two companies of the 1/5 Inf (M) were con-
ducting a daylight cross-country RIF in the same goneral area that they
had conducted the successful RIF the pravious day (see No, 7 on Map Tab
B to Incl 3). During this RIF the two mech companies again contacted
one enemy anti-aircraft battalion and approximately two enemy infantry
battalions entrenched on the edges of the forests of the area. However,
this time the enemy did not attempt to avoid contact, but rather aggres-
eively attempted to infiltrate forces around the advancing mech Inf com-
panies to separate and cut off smell elements of the US units, The
enemy moving his forces in the concealment of the forests and attacking
from the edges of the forest with intense volume of RFG 2 and RFG 7
anti-tank rocket fire mansged to cut off one AFC which was set afire.

The 1/5 Inf (M) units were ordered to mass their forces and
fix the enemy in position with 50 cal MG fire while heavy air strikes
and artlllery fire were brought down on the enemy in the forests, before
attempting to closc with the eneay and assault his entrenched rositions
on the edges of the forest. After a 6 hour fire fight with the enemy
and numercus mounted US assaultsiagoinst a very large ensmy force
(approximately 600-800 enemy), the enemy withdrew from contact as darke
ness was falling. The enemy left L6 KIA (body count) while US losses
were 2 KIA and 24, WIA. : :

Howsver, the Bn CO of the 1/5 Inf (M) and I believed that this
lerge enemy force was still in the general area of the BEN CUI Rubber
plantation and this enemy would probably attempt to ambush any force
attempting to move east or west on Route 239. Consequently, I ordered
that one of his companies move immediately {using the remaining day-
light) to their DAU TIENG TOSB to provide the combat maneuver force for
defense of this US base at night. This move was accomplished without
incident.
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The other mech company was ordered to join with the Recon Plt
of the 3/i Cav located at Check Point Tango (CP "T") and as a Task
Force move west to east along Route 239 to DAU TIING TOSB. This opera=
tion was ordered to put the Recon P1lt in the DAU TIENG TOSBE that night,
bocauss it could not safely defend itself at CP "I" from the large eneny
forces operating to the north and east of its position. This Recon Plt
of the 3/4 Cav was not familiar with the route to DAU TIENG and it was
deemed prudent by me to have it combined with the mech company of the
1/5 Inf to lead it to DAU TIENG. Also this combined force of tanks and
AfCs would be sufficliently strong to defend itself against an enexy
ambush along the route of march.

As darkness arproached, this Task Force under the command of
the mechanized infantry company commander began its mounted movement
east along route 239, when it came under heavy anti-tank rocket and
small arms fire from enemy concealed positions in the forests and rubber
plantation on both sides of the roud to DAU TIENG.

For approximately 3 hours the Bn CO of the 1/5 Inf (M) and
myself directed flsre shipe, gun ships, artillery and air strikes in
support of this Task Force against a strong and determined enemy force
atteapting to destroy this US force.

The Task Force employed all its organic weapons (90mm tank
gune firing cannister and HE, 50 cal and M-50 machine guns, and small
arms) in direct fire sgainst the enemy on both sides of the rosad,

The 3 tanks of the Task Force (ome leading and two at the rear of the
column) employed their searchlights to put illumination on the sneny on
both sides of the road, which aided the placing of effective direct fire
on the eneny. '

Despite all of these friendly fires, the ensmy was successful
in knocking out two AFCs at the head of the column which blocked the
column for arpreximately 1/2 hour before the lead tank could maneuver
around and push their two AFCs off the road.

During this period of non-mowement of the column the enemy
launched very veavy ground and anti~tank rocket attacks against the
two tanks at the rear of the column and were succesaful in knocking
them out.

The column started moving again and made its way safely to
DAU TIENG TOSB without further lossee,
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The Task Force inflicted 87 ememy KIA (body count) and over
100 possible enemy KIA during this three hour fight. Friendly case
ualties were 6 KIA and approximately 38 WIA.

That evening at 1lst Bde lHqs, xy staff and Isagreed that the
racent heavy contacts with the enemy indicated that the major part of
both the 5th VC and 9th VC Divisions were operating aggressively in
the 1lst Bde TAOR; that lst Bde combat power was sufficient for defen-
sive operations,: but was not sufficient to provide the capability for
offensive operations designed to swurround and destroy these enemy infan-
try re nts. Therefore, I requested that Division assign at least
one (1) additional infantry battalion to provide the flexibility and
combat power to destroy an attacking enemy rigiment.. Howaver, Division
stated that no reinforcements would be made available at this time,

(k) 1st Bde Operations for 20 Aug 68:

On 20 Aug 68, the enemy attempted to biock the MSR in the lst
Bde TAOR by destroying by demolitions three key bridges on Routes 22,
26 and 239.

The TF 4/23 attacked small elements of the 275 VC Regt block~
ing Route 26 and with the help of 16 air strikes and AVLB bridging
equipment advanced 2 kilometers down route #26. The snemy broke con-
tact at approximstely 1700 hours.

The TF 2/34 Armor conducted combined operations with ARVN and
RF/PF forces against enenyy local forces in the area between TAY NINH
City and the Big Rubber with no enemy contact.

At 3 planning staff conference at lst Bde Headquarters that
night it was again agreed by my staff and I that the 1lst Bde's combat
power was sufficient to defend the seven (7) US bases in the TAOR, but
was not sufficient to surround and destroy the eneny infantry regiments
aggressively operating north and west of TAY NINH TOSB, along route 2§,
and the area around the BEN CUI Rubber Plantation. 1lst Bde would con—
tinue to conduct daylight RIFs against these eneny regiments as "spoilw
ing attacks" to keep them from getting set for a major coordinated
attack sgainst the US bases in the TAOR.

That night I requested by phone to Maj Gen Williamson that
the 1st Bde be reinforced by a minimum of one (1) rifle infantry batta-
lion to provide sufficient combat maneuver forces to attempt to surround
and destroy at least one of these enemy infaniry regiments. Maj Gen
Williamson informed me that higher headquarters believed that these
enemy attacks in the 1st Bde TAOR were designed to draw troops away
from the defense of Saigon and consequently oy request for reinforce-
ments was denied. Nevertheless, I submitted by teletype a formal
request for reinforcements, but no official response was given by the
Hgs, 25th Inf Div,
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(1) 1st Bde Defensive/Offensive Operation of TAY NINH TOSB
(21 Aug 68):

At 0100 hours, 21 Aug 68, approximately two (2) VC infantry

_ battalions believed to be organic to the 271 and 272 VC Regiments were
intercerted by a reinforced dug-in platoon ambush from "A® Co, 2/27
Inf (see No. 8, Map of Tab B, Incl #3).

The enemy attack objective was TAY NINH TOSE which waes the
most important US base in the lst Bde TAOR. The three dug-in Fein~-
forced platoons of "A® Co were astride the enemy's route of attack.
The enemy attempted to break through this outer defensive ring of TAY
NINH TOSB by concentrating his ground attack against the cenmter pla-
toon position of "A® Co.

Every weayon capable of firing in support of this platoon was
emrloyed by the lst Bde during the 5 hour defenss of this friendly poss--
ition. Artillery from three of lst ide's fire support bases pounded
the enemy forces along their route of advance; and Army gun ships and
USAF fighter bombers raked the enemy concentrations also; and the two
other platoons of "A" Company {ired in mutual support on the flanks of
the heavily attacked platoon.

At dawn, ground reingorcements were sent to the battle area
as well as Army gun ships to destroy any pockets of enemy reaistance
remaining.

Also at first light, two infantry companies of the 2/27 Inf
were airmobiled 5 kilomsters NW of the battle area to attempt to trap
the retreating enemy forces,

The results of this battls were 157 enemy KIA (body count)
and 2 FOWs while US casualties were 5 KIA and 8 WIA. Also the acting
platoon leader was a Sergeant E~5 Lambers whose heroisa during this
action has resulted in a recommendation of a DSC award,

Again this day, a formal request for reinforcements for the
1at Bde wes sont to Division.

( e) last Bde Armored Operations against the 33 VC and 275 VC
Regiments (21 Aug 68):

(1) Operations against 275 VC Regt:

For the third day a 1lst Bde Task Force consisting of two
mechaniged companies of the 4/23 Inf (M) and ™A" Troop, 3/4 Cav contacted
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elements of the 275 VC Regt astride Route 26. The TF launched a ground
attack against the enemy that morning supported by the direct fire from
tanks and 50 cal MGs of the AFCs, as well as indirect fire from artil-
lery and Army helicopter fire teams. This fighting continued to almost
darkress when the enexy broke contact. '

This time the Task Force wae reinforced just before dark with
an ARVN Ranger Bn and I ordered this combined force to hold the most
advanced defensible position on Route 26. However, I also ordered
that one of two mech inf companies of the Task Force be detached and
sent to RAWLINS III FSB to provide combat mansuver forces for its night-
time defense. This turned out to bLe a timaly move because elements of
the 275 VC Regt attacked RAWLINS III FSB late that nlght.

(2) Operations against 33 VC Regt:

Late on the morning of 21 Aug 68, one mechanized company of
the 1/5 Inf (M) and the Combined Reconnaissance and Intelligence Fla-
toon (CRIP) of the 1/5 Inf (M) were conducting a reconnesissance in
force on parallel axes on the BEN CUI Rubber Flantation. The mech-
anised company many with two platoons up and en in reserve contacted
what appreared to be two battalions of the 33 VC Regt. A one hour fire
fight ensued in which wave after wave of the enemy assaulted the com-
rany. The leading six armed personnel carriers were assaulted by
hundrede of enemy VC troops firing RFG 2 and 7 rockets point blank at
the AFCs and the ground infantry, resulting in six AFCs being set aflme
and the leading friendly ground infantry being overwhelmed by the attack-
ing enemy infantry.

Despite the company's use of fire of all its organic small arms
and 50 Cal MCs, and the resulting enemy losses of 182 (body count) the
enemy continued to launch waves of assaults against the company.

All the officers and subordinate leaders of the leading two
Flatoone including the company commander of the mech company wers kil-
led in this one hour engagement. Only one officer, a 2LT, who was
the platoon leader of the reserve platoon, was not killed, He decided
to withdraw from contact before the rest of the company was overwhelmed
and destroyed by the large enemy force assaulting his company.

When I arrived on the scene of the contact in my C and C heli-
corter, the mech comrany had broken contact with the enemy and was
entering the DAU TIENG Tactical Operational Base approximately 5 kilo=
meters from the scene of the action. When I learned what had happened,
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I ordered the Bn CO 1/5 Inf (M) to constitute a counter-attacking force
and move immediately to a rosition along the east side of the BEN CUI
Rubber Flantation; and be prepsred to launch & counter-attack with two
companies of the 2/27 Inf to be airmobiled from their RIF area in the
forests northwest of TAY NINH TOSB. The 1/5 Inf (K) sent immediately
& reinforced mech inf company to a position on the eastern edge of the
BEN CUI Rubber Plantation as I had ordered, In the meantime the Bn CO
and I directed artillery, Army gun ships and air strikes on the enemy
in the BEN CUI Rubber Plantation.

The reinforcement of aprroximately 200 men from the 2/27

Inf was accomplished, but it took several hairs because of the fact
that the 2/27 Inf elements had to march out of the forest to pick-up
goned; and also with only one airmoblle company I had to effect four
sorties with a turn around time of 50 minutes for each sortie. It was
after 1700 hours before the reinforcement was finally completed and it
was getting dark with the late afternoon showere impending. Both Bn
commanders and I desmed it tactically unsound to launch a night attack
with such sz3ll forces against the enemy in strength into the BEN CUI
Rubber FPlantation at night when the advantage was on the side of the
enemy. Consequently, I decided to weit until dawn and launch a coord-
inated attack from both west and east and attempt to destroy the 33 VC
flegt in between.

(3) 21st Bde briefing of US and ARVN corps commanders

In the afternoon, I conducted & brisfing on the situation in
the lst Bde TAOR for Lt Gen Kerwin, CG II Field Forces, Lt Gen Thri,
CG III ARVN Corps and Maj Gen Williamson, CC 25th Inf Div, At this
briefing I again pointed out that the lat Bde lacked sufficient combat
power to surround and destroy the enemy regiments attacking in the lst
Bde TAOR. Also, I stated that in my judgement the enemy had launched
his "Third Offensive® against the 25th Inf Div and was attempting to
atteck and destroy one or more US bases in the let Bde TAOR.

Further, I stated that my intelligence estimate also reveals
that the enemy 1s ettempting to keep open at this time his main infil-
tration route, through the MICHELIN and BEN CUI Rubber Flantations,
in 6rder to move ons or two divisions southward in preparation for an
attack against Salgon in the near future.

I recommended that the lst Bde be reinforced with a minimum
of two artillery batteries of 105mm or 1l55mm and one infantry batta-
lion. That these reinforcements together with one mech battalion of
the 1st Bde be emrloyed from Check Point Tango eastward along Route
239 thru the BEN CUI Rubber Flantation to interdict both day and night
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the enemy infiltration route thru this area. At the same time the lat
Bde's other mech battalion at DAU TIENG would interdict the enemy in-
filtrstion route thru the MICHELIN Rubber Plantation. Further that
another Fire Support Base consisting of two (2) artillery batteries
(SCOFIELD FSB) be positioned immediately on Route 239 to suppert lst
Bde RIF operations against the enemy in that area.

Lt Gen Kerwin agreed with my estimate of the situation and
stated that the 1st Bde should have been reinforced two days befors.

Reinforcemsnts for the lst Bde wers agreed upon by Lt Gen
Kerwin and Lt Gen Thri to consist of the 5lst ARVN Ranger Bn to be
OFCON to the 1lst Bde that afternoon upon arriwval in the lst Bde TAOR.
Additionally one ARVN Airborne Brigade from Saigon would be commit-
ted also that night or the following day but its exact mission was
not determined at that time.

Further Lt Gen Kerwin directed Maj Gen Williamson to put a
Brigade Headquarters at DAU TIENG to direct tactical operations in
the BEN CUI and MICHELIN Rubber Flantations to interdict the enemy
infiltration route there, He stated that the 1st Bde TAOR was too
large an area for one brigade to handle considering the large enemy
forces operating there,

Maj Gen Williamson agreed to my tactical plan of a coordin-
ated attack by the TF 4/23 attacking east along Route 239 and TF 2/27
attacking west thru the BEN CUI Rubber Plantation to destroy the 33 VC
Regt in the BEN CUI area. He also agreed to the establishment of the
SCOFIELD FSB on route 239 to suppart offensive operations in this area.

The 5lst ARVN fianger Bn arrived in the lst Bde TAOR late in
the afterncon, 22 Aug 68 and I had this Bn airmobiled into the TF L/23
and OFCON to them.

(k) 1lst Bde Defensive/Offensive Operations (23 Aug 68):
(1) Defense of BUELL IT against 174 VC Regt

At approximately 0100 hours, 23 Aug 68 the 174 VC Regt attacked
by fire and ground assault BUELL II FSB (see No. 12 Map - Tab B, Incl
#3). The enemy attack was almost an exact copy of the first attack by
the 273 VC Regt, except the enemy employed twice the amount of mortar,
and RPG 2 and 7 rocket fire. After three hours of enemy fire and
assault, the enemy ceased his attacks without having breeched the peri-
meter of BUSLL II F3B.
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The 1st Bde forces in BUELL II poured out a deadly sustained
fire of 105mm and 155mm "Beehive™ and "Firecracker” $0mm tank gun
cannister and small arms which mowed down the enemy ground assault 100
meters from the perimeter of the defensive position. The enemy suffered
92 KIA (body count) while the US casualties were 22 WIA.

(2) Defense of RAWLINS III FSB against the 275 VC Regt:

At approximately 0100 hours, 23 Aug 68, elements of tha 275
VC Regt launched an attack by fire and ground assault against RAWLINS
III FSB. After three hours this enemy attack was repulsed by the fires
of lst Bde forces in RAWLINS III FSB. The enemy suffered 38 KIA (body
count) and the US casualties were 1 KIA and approximately 22 WIA.

(3) 1st Bde coordinated attack against the 33 VC Regt:

At dawn, 23 Aug 68, TF 4/23 reinforced by the 5lst ARVN Ranger
Bn attacked scuth along Route 26.and then east along Route 239 (see No,
13 Map ~ Tab B Incl #3). At the same time TF 2/27 reinforced by 1/5
Inf (M) sttacked west thru the BEN CUI Rubber Plantation (see No. 1),
Map -~ Tab B Incl #3).

TF 2/27 made contact with an eneamy force in the BEN CUI Rubber
Flantation consisting of approximately one company apparently fighting
a delaying action.

TF 4/23 made no contact with the enemy and moved rapidly to
secure the area for establishment of SCOFIELD FSB. Then an AVLB was
brought up to allow the armor to cross the blown bridgs site on Route
239. By noon one battery of 105m wae implacsd and ready to fire from
SCOFIELD FSB.

The armored column moved rapidly acroes the AVLB bridge site
and seized the air field just west of the BEN CUI Rubber Plantation
and then the 5lst ARVN Ranger Bn was airmobiled into this airhead.

The TF 2/27 broke thru the enemy delaying force and linked up
with the TF 4/23 at the airhead. The 33 VC Hegt had apparently moved
south to avold being trapped by the converging forces on them. The TF
2/21 had killed 10 of the enemy delaying force (body count).

The 33 VC Regt block of Route 239 had been broken. Yor the
first time in 3 days the entire MSR in lst Bde TAOR was clear and the
first convoy rolled from TAY NINH TOSB to DAU TIENG TOSB that afterncon.
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At 1930 hours the area east of NS grid line 39 was passed to
the 2d Bde, 25th Inf. Also the 2/27 Inf Bn, 1/5 Inf (M), "A* Troop,
3/4 Cav, Recon Flt 3/4, and the 51st Ranger Bn were placed OFCCN to the
2d Bde.

(1) 1st Bde attack against enemy ambush (25 Aug 68)

On 24 Aug 68, Maj Cen Williamson ordesred that all of the 2/34
Armor in the lst Bde TAOR would be OPCON to the 25th Inf Uiv and would
move to CU CHI at 0600 hours 25 Aug 68. He stated that lst Bde would
still be held responsible for all of its missions except that the:
"elear and sscure the MST mission” would have a low priority and would
b;lacoonpliahed only as the forces were available and the situation
allowed,

Thus the combat maneuver forces available to the lst Bde con-
sisted of the 4/23 Inf (M) and two rifle companies of the 3/22 Inf,
In my Judgemont these forces were barely sufficient to defend the six
(6) US bases in the lst Bde TAOR. Further, it did rot provide suffi-
cient combat forces to react quickly to an enemy attack of even batta-
lion sisze; and it reduced the forces “to clear and secure the MSR" to
a level that would not allow for adequate recommaissance in force along
the MSR to provide security for the division conwoys each day.

I dispatched a teletype messags to Div Hqs on the 2i4th of
August pointing out the above estlimate of the situation and made my
requast for one infantry battalion to be assigned to the lst Bde to
adequately perform its assigned missions. However, no additional
troops were assigned.

At 1145 hours, on 25 August 68, a 25th Inf Div convoy of
aprroximately 95 ammunition and fuel vehicles with their own security
was ambushed as they moved north from CU CHI to TAY NINH. The enemy
ambush was on both sides of Route 22 located some 4 kilometers north
of GO DAU HA, which was the extrems southernm part of the lst Bde TAOR
(wee Ko. 15, Map = Tab "BR Incl 3).

The arbush consisted of a reinforced enemy VC battalion of
5 comranies in position along 2500 meters on both sides of the road;
four snemy comranies were located in a trench on the sast side of the
road along the edge of the Little ilubber FPlantation, and one company
was located on the west side of the road in a village &long the 2500
meters of the road just opposite the Little Rubber Flantation,
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Only the last 15 vehicles of the convoy were ambushed reaulte
ing in one armo vehicle in the northern part of the ambush being des-
troyed and set afire while the southern two vehicles (a jeep and a
21/2 ton truck) were destroyed on the southern end, In between were
12 prime movers with ammunition treilers loaded with 105mm and 155mm
artillery amo, whose drivers were missing and whose prime movers were
rot operatioral because the tires were flat from small arms punctures
and the motors were inoperative because of speny small arms action.

I learned of the ambush at approximately 1200 hours from ny
brigade TOC which received the information from xy security forces
C Co, 4/23 Mach which were speeding to the scene of the ambush to des~
troy the enesy and secure the elements of the convoy involved in the
ambush,

Upon arrival at the scene of the ambush, I saw that one pla=-
toon of the Co Co, 4/23 Inf (which consisted of two armored personnel
carriers and 10 men under a 2LT) was heavily engaged with a large
onemy force in the mouthern part of the ambush in the Little Rubber
Plantation. The remainder of C Co, 4/23 was engaged with the enemy at
the northern end of the ambush. Heavy enemy fire was being received
from the Little Rubber Plantation and the village in the north.

Lacking any stand-by reaction forces, I immediately roquested
of division that one troop of the B/A Cav which under division control
wove from CU CHI to the scene of the action; and also from let Bde
resources that one company of the 3/22 Inf which was conducting a RIF
5 kilometers north of BUELL IT Pire Support Base, be assembled and air-
mobiled into the northern end of the enemy ambush site as quickly as
possible to reinforce C Co, 4/23 Inf.

Further, a timely suggsstion by the Div Arty Cmdr, Col Somners,
to move 155mm battery from TRANG BANG to GO DAU HA to give fire support
to lst Bde forces was quickly agreed upon by Col Somners and myself
and within 2 hours 155am battery was firing in direot support of the
action from GO DAU HA,

In the meantime, the platoon of C Co, 4/23 Inf at the southern
end of the ambush was heavily engaged and about to becoverrun so I
directed aerial scout teams to be diverted from recon missions in the
TAY NINH area to the southern part of the ambush to support by fire
the platoon in trouble there. In addition my C and C helicopter made
8ix passes over the enemy until my crew chief was wounded from AR-,7
fire coming from the enemy in the Little Rubber and the village,
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By this time B Troop, 3/ Cav arrived from the south and I
told them the situation and ordered them to attack the enesmy ambush ip
the south and come to the aid of the platoon of C Co, 4/23 Inf under
heavy attack there.

B Troop, 3/4 Cav immedintely went into the attack from route
column along the road to envelops the enemy on the southern end of
the ambush., The: Sneny reacted violently with RPGC 2 and RPG 7 rocket
fire and small arms against the B Troop attack, and in the next 30
minutes of heavy fighting the Co Cmdr of B Troop and 4 others were
killed and approximetely 10 wounded, but over 30 eneny were killed in
this fierce fight, :

At this time I had to leave nmy station over the battlefield
and return to TAY NINH to refuel. Before leaving, I put Lt Col Neilson,
Bn CO of the 4/23 Inf (M) as Task Force commander of all the troops in
this battle. He had Just arrived on the scene of the battle with the
airmobile company carrying C Company, 3/22 Inf into the northern end
of the ambush site to reinforce the two platoons of C Co, 4/23 Int (M)
who were fighting the enemy there.

Rubber. I readily agreed that such a reinfaorcement could be profitably
employed to trap the enemy in the Little Rubber by airiobile means. I

agresd to pilek out landing zones and to accept OPCON of this battalion

when it arrived in my TAOR.

As rart of the agreement, I also agreed to relieve the airmobile
comrany which was assigned to the 1lst Bde and give it back to the 25th
Inf Div to nake it available for the reinforcing battalion airlift. How-
ever, I heard nothing more regarding this proposed reinforcement for the
rest of the battle in the Little Rubber.

While at the 1lst Bde CP I met Cpt Phillips who was CO of C Co,
4/23 Inf (M). He told ko he had been on a mission for his battalion
&nd he desired to Join his company which was engaged with the enemy in
the Little Rubber,

I sped back to the Little Rubber in my € and ¢ helicopter with
Cpt Fhillips aboard, Upon arrival at the Little Rubber I learned Irom
LTC Nielson that he had committed C Co, 3/22 Inf and his own C Co (=),
4/23 Inf as toam in an attack from north to south thru the snemy occu-
pled village to destroy the enemy there.
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I also contacted by redio Lt Hedley who was acting CO of B
Troop, 3/4 Cav which was on the southern end of the Little Rubber am-
bush site. He told me that he had broken the onomy resistance there and
th:t the enemy was retreating north amd northeast thru the Little Rubber.
He also stated that one of his platoons was badly shot up with § KIa and
over 10 WIA.

I ordered him to leave the shot-up Platoon with the Platoon
from C Co, 4/23 Inr (M) and that this tean would haw the misaion of 1
&cting as blook to the meny to prevent him from moving forces south-
ward out of the Little Rubber and also to prevent enomy movement from
the enemy held village eastward across the road and into the Little Rube
ber or southward; also this team was to protect the 12 knocked~out cargo
vehicles along the road in the Ambush zite area, Fimally, I told hin
that I was landing nearby with gy C and C helicopter to drop off Cpt
Fhillipe who would conmend this team of a two platoon blocidng force,

I then ordered Lt Hedley, acting CO of B Troop, 3/4 Cav to
Fursue the enemy through the Little Rubber as part of the proposed
rlan from G=3 25th Iny Div to destroy the ereny in the Little Rubber
by airmobiling a battalion of the 506th Inf into the northern part of
the Little Rubber,

After getting B Troop {«), 3/4 Cav moving &t my direction into

the Little Rubber, I received a radio call from Ma} Gen Williamson who
ordered me to move all those knocked-out vehicles from the ambush site
to TAY NINH. I exrlained to Maj Gen Williamson that the drivers of
those vehicles were MIA and that the prime movers were all ehot up and
that I would need to employ wreckers to move those ambushed vehicles;
and most importantly I must first eliminate the enemy forces in the
Little Rubber and the enemy held village, Maj Gen Williamson kept in-
eisting on the radio that I move those vehicles first and I assured him
that I would do 1y best to move those vehicles as he desired. I then
ordered Lt Col Neilson on the ground to move his forces on to the road
to secure those vehicles and start to evacuate them to TAY NINK.

enemy company located around a rPagoda temple located on the north end
of the Little Rubber Just to the east of Highway 22, This enemy company
was the main enemy element which was holding the northern end of the
ambush,
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I then directed by air, the movement of B Troop (-), 3/4 Cav
thru the Little Rubber to a position just behind the enamy held pagoda
temple grounds and in 15 minutes the enemy position was broken by the
attacking elements of the C Co, 3/22 Inf and C Co (-), 4/23 which com-
bined force wns lead by Cpt Hansard (CO of C Co, 3/22d) attacking the
enemy from the west of B Troop (~), 3/4 Cav attacking the enemy from
the east, The surviving enemy from the pagoda temple area fled southe
ward 300 meters thru the Little Rubber and Joined the main enemy forces
located there,

Again I directed Lt Col Neilson to Rgot those convoy wvehicles
evacuated and told him to take charge of the forces involved while I
refueled back at TAY NINH.

I refuelod and aped back to the scene of the action to find
that the enemy was still in strength in the center of the Little Rube
ber with some 300 VC in a trench which ran perpendicular to Route 22.
The trench was ajproximately 300 meters long and the enemy was resist-
ing fiercely from this trench and south along Route 22, Lt Col Neilson
rerorted that he was unable to move any of the convoy vehicles, because
of the strong enemy forces still holding the ambush site. He asked for
rermission to go to TAY MINH and refuel and I allowed him to do so.

B Troop wae advancing southward thru the Little Rubber against
the enemy in the trench while the team of C Co, 3/22 and C Co (-), 4/23
were moving southward also along the west side of Route 22 (in the enemy
held village side of the road).

I contacted the B Troop commander (LLT Hedley) by radio and
asked whnt the situation was and he told me that he was heavily engaged
with some 300 VC in a trench aome 100 meters to his front; further that
" the enemy was using RFG 2 and 7 against 'dis force apnd the enemy small
arms fire was intense. He further stated that he was low on mmunition
and also that his vehicles were low on fuel.

I ordered him to assault the enemy held trench with fire and
movement, He did 2o and reported back in 10 minutes that the enemy
resistance was very strong and he Was unable to move forward without
rmore infantry.

I then ordered Cpt Hansard (CO, C Co, 3/22) to move his infan-
try to Join B Troop in an assault of the enemy held trench. He stated
that he was almost out of ammunition. J ordered him to radistribute
his ammunition and quickly join foreces:with B Troop {-) and make this
assault and destroy the enemy in the trench. Further, that he, Cpt
Hansard, wis the commander of this combined force on the ground.
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Cpt Hansard redistributed his ammunition among his company but
had to leave one of his platoons in the village because they were out
of ammunition. With the remainder of his company he joined B Trcop and
together they assaulted the enemy held trench. After 20 minutes of
intense fighting, both company commanders reported to me that the enemy
was in great strength in the trench to their front and in positions on
thelr flanks; and that the enemy fire power was too strong for them to
close with and destroy the enemy. Further that the Cpt Hansard's infan-
try elements were almost out of ammunition, also the enemy was aggres-
sively atteryting to surround the Task Force using his supericrity of
numbers and fire rower. Both requested permission to withdraw their
forces from contact to regroup, resupply with ammnition and then attack
again, Both stated also that it was almost dark and to stay in contact
with this strong enemy force in the rubber forest, without sufficient
ammunition (over 300 VC vs approx 100 US) would result in the enenmy
having a great tacticel adventage of numbers and fire power as well as
darkness to surround and destroy this Task Force,

I ordered the forces to disengage from the enery and fight a
withdrawal action moving northward and go into a defensive position on
the road just north of the Little Rubber and be prepared to attack again
as soon o8 ammunition resupply was accomplished,

The Task Force under command of Cpt Hansard skillfully effected
this withdrawal just as a very heavy rain storm hit the area bringing
total darkness and heavy rains which prevented evacuation of casualties
and resupply of ammunition for over 4 hours.

At arproximately 183C hours just 30 minutes before leaving the
sceno of the action to refuel, I contacted Cpt Phillips who was in com=
mand of the team in the south (consisting of one platoon of G Co, 4/23
and the one hard hit platoon of B Troop, 3/4 Cav) and appraised him of
the actions of Cpt Hansard's forces on the northern end of the Little
Rubber. I then ordered him to form a tight defense perimeter in his
area located off Route 22 just south of the Little Eubber, and to pre-
vent the enemy from getting at ti.ose convoy vehicles on ths road north
of his position. He acknowledged my orders and stated that he only had
a FRC=25 and that he had to move out fast to assemble his force and form
a dofensive perimeter; further that he had 5 US dead and sawe 15 US
wounded and his team was almost out of ammunition., [urther, I ordered
him to keep a man on his radio and that I would resupply his force with
emall arms ammunition within an hour.

Fifteen minutes later I contacted an mmmunition resupply heli-
copter an! attempted to direct it to Cpt Fhillips position but 1 could
not contact him on the radio., Then I made several rasses with my
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helicorter over his position to attempt to locste them. However, the
rain storm wis 8o severe by this time that all helicopters had to leave
the area of contact because the visibility (darkness combined with heavy
rains) became so poor and the celling so low that the helicopters could
not fly under these we:ther conditiona.

While all helicopters were grounded for some four hours I
Fut Lt Col Neilson in cherge of the ammunition resupply and evacuation
of cagualties for the northern team.

Again at aprroximately 2300 hours that night Ma} Gen William-
son telerhoned me st my Brigade Tactical Operation Center and ordered
me to protect and secure all US property in the ambush site. I told
Maj Gen Williamson that I would do my best to protect this US property
and we would attempt evacuation of these vehicles that night if at al)
possible. I told him that I was having the northern team smploy a
searchlight tank to put illumination &nd fire on the ioad to protect
the convoy vehicles in the enemy held ambush site.

It was ariroximately 0030 hours that I flew on over the area
of contact :ind directed gun ships and air strikes into the Little Rubber.
The enemy held village waes mot struck by artillery or air power to re-
vent destruction of the village and possible loss of Vietnamese lives,
I also attempted again to contact by radio and by making passes with oy
helicorter to locate the southern force of two platoons under Cpt Phile
lips but with no success.

About 0100 the northern force detected what they thought were
enemy clivbing on the knocked-out trucks and trailers on the road in
the azbush site. I directed gun ships against this supposed enemy
firing only mini-guns to drive the enemy off and not damage the US
Froperty in the conwvoy.

I had Lt Col Neilson get on the ground with the Northern force
to attemrt to retrieve the conwoy wehicles. However, he stated that it
would take 12 wreckers to move the convoy and all the ground commanders
belicved the enemy was in the area in strength and that retrieval opera-
tions at night with enemy around would result in heavy casualties.

The weather clouded in again and at 0200 I had to cease air
strikes and gun shirs in the ares and return to TAY NINH; however artil-
lory was kept going pounding the Little Rubber, and the searchlight tank
kept surveillance over the area.

Back at my brigade TOC I had Lt Col Neilson attempt by radio
and telerhone to contact Cpt Fhillips and his forces. He told me at
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0300 hours arproximately that he hed contacted friendly elements at
GO DAU HA that stated that Cpt Fhillipe' forces had moved to CO DAU HA
to bring their dead and wounded there and to get resupplied with smmo
and that they were moving back to their position on the southern end
of the Little Rubber as I had ordered them to do before.

At 0330 Lt Col Neilson and I decided on a battle plan for the
early dawn attack against the enemy in the Little Rubber and the enemy
held village. At 0630 the northern forces started cautiously moving
southward clearing the road and flanks as they moved southward,

At 0730 I contacted by radio the southern forces under Cpt
Fhilliprs and he was in position on the southern part of the Little
Rublber forming a block to ensmy movement socuthward. He confirmed to me
that he had moved his forces to GO DAU HA that night to take care of the
dead and wounded and get emmunition resuprly.

By 1000 hours the entire ambush area had been swept clear and
the evacuation of the convoy vehicles began. Some 5 of the 12 vehicles
were combst losses but almost all of the trailers with artillery ammo
were in good shape and brought out safely by wreckers. By 1500 hours
the ambush area was clesr of 2ll salvageable vehicles and by 1800 hours
that day all salvageable vehicles had closed TAY NINH TOSB without inci-
dent or accident. There were 104 enemy KIA (body count) and 126 possible
ensnmy KIA while US losses were 12 KIA and approximately 38 WIA.

(m) 1st Bde Defense/Offense Operations against the 275 VC Regt
attack of RAWLINS III FSB (27 Aug 68):

At 0930 hours, 27 Aug 68, approximately two (2) battalions of
the 275 VC Regt attacked by fire and ground assault the lst Bde forces
in RAWLINS III FSB (see No. 16 of Map Tab B, Incl #3).

This second attack of RAWLINS III FSB was & much astronger attack
than the first one in that much more mortar, RFG 2 and 7 fire was used
by the enemy to support their close assault of the US base., Also the
ensmy made more determined ground assaults to breech the perimeter of
RAWLINS III FSB as evidenced by the many dead on or near the defensive
wire of ths rerimeter of the base. -

The attack lssted for approximately 3 hours with the defenders
employing direct fire of the 105ma battery using "Beehive and Firecracker"
and the 50 cal MG fire of the AFCs, as well as mortars and small arms.
Artillery suprort fires were employed from TAY NINH TOSB and BUELL II
FSB to round the enemy attack positions around RAWLINS III FSB.
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At first light Amy gun ship teams searched the area to attack
and destroy retreating enemy. Ground troops from the 4/23 Inf (M)
searched the areas sround the base to capture or destroy enomy elements
attempting to escape.

A soarch of the area revezled 58 enemy KIA (body count) and much
enemy eculirment and wearons were captured. The 1st ide forces suffered
only approximately 8 WIA,

4. Summary

B, Results:

During the period 5-27 Aug 68 the lat [Ode successfully accom-
rlished all missions assigned to it. The results were victory in battle
in 1 engagements with a numerically superior enemy who was aggressively
attacking to destroy US forces and bases in the 1st Bde TAOR. The
successful defensive and offensive operations of the lst Bde contributed
significantly to the defeat of the VC "Third Offensive” launched on the
night of 17-18 Aug 68 againet the US bases and TAY NINH City in the lst
Bde TAOR. The enemy suffered over 1,200 KIA (body count) and US losses
were approximately 85 XIA. However, subsequent intelligence has revealed
that the snery suffered over 1,500 KIA and over 2,000 WIA during this
period of heavy contact (17-27 Aug 68) with the lst Bde, 25th Inf Div
(see Tab C, Incl 3).

b. Professional Teamwork:

These victories were mrimarily the result of the professional
teamwork among the combined arws (Infantry, Armor, Artillery, Combat
Engineers, and Combat Signal) of the units of the lst Bde ably supported
by the combat service support units of the 25th Inf Div, lst Signal Bde,
588 Engr Bn and units of the 1lst Logistical Command stationed at TAY NINH
and DAU TIENG TOSBs.

Further, the outstanding fire suprort rendered by the Air Force
(FACs) fighter bombers, B-52 strikes and flare ships all of which contri-
buted significantly to all of the victories of the lst Bde.

The Army helicopter "Fire Teams"™ and "Scout Tesms" provided out-
stonding cles: fire support snd reconnaissance to all of the operations
of the 1st Bde, The Army helicopters flew thousands of hours, many of
which were at low altitudes and in bad weather against an aggressive
enexy that employed small arms fire and anti-aircraft MG fire at every
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epportunity. Kany Army helicopter crewwen were wounded but fortunately
none were killed and no helicopters were lost.

Of significant honorable mention was the outatanding leadership
and bravery demonstrated by the young E5 and E6 NCOs who successfully
comnanded more than 75% of the infantry and mechanized platoons of the
units of the lst Brigade during this period of heavy close combat with
the enemy.
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