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SUBJECT: Tactical Situation, l!;et1mo.te ot Situation, and Operations 

1. Tactical Situation: 

a. Tactical Area ot R.aponaibil1t;y (TAOR) ot lst Bde 

(1) Period 5-23 Aug 68 

The lst Ed. TAOK conaiat.d ot an area approxiJllatel,y 60 ldlo­
.. tere in width (east to vaet) and approxillatel,y 85 1dl00000t.rs in depth 
(sout.b t.o north). The boundari.. ot the let lIde TAOK were &8 tollow 
(aee Map Tab A). 

(2) Period 24-27 Aug 68 

The let Ede TAOK conaiat.ed ot t.he .... area aa in t.he period 
5-23 Aug 68 1 ... the eaatern third ot the let Bele TAOK which wae given 
t.o the 2d Ede, 25th Int Div. Tha new eaetern boundary ot the let Ed., 
25th Int Div being generall,y t.ha nort.h-eouth 39 grid line (eea _p Tab 
A). 

b. Missiona ot the 1st Ede 

(1) Period 5-23 Aug 68 

The lI1as1.ons ot the let. Bd. during the period 5-23 Aug 68 were 
ae tollow witb all msione considered ot equal iIIlportance: (see Tab 
B ot Incl 3 map of let Bde Basea and Tactical Operation). 

<a) Secure and d.fend all US baa.a in the let Bde TAOR. 

(l) TAY NINH Tactical Operations Support Baee (TOSS), which 
was a ball. capable of collbat servic. aupport tor one brigade tor tactical 
field operations. 

(~) DAU TL::NG Tactical Operatione Support Baae (TOSB), which 
was a base capable of combat service support for one brigade for tactical 
field operations. 

(l) BAU CO Fire Support Baae (F5B), which contained four 175aa 
guns. 

<.~) BUELL II FSB, which contained one batter;r of 155I11III eelt 
propelled howitzers and one batt.ry ot lOSmm howitzers. 
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(,i) RAIl'LINS III FSB, which contained one battery of lOS­
hovit •• re. 

(2) NUl BA DEN Signal FaciUt;r atop NUl BA DEN Mountain. 

(Z> S88th Eng Bn Rock Cru.her Site, located at the ba.e of 
NUl BA Ill!;N Mountain. 

(b) Each de,. .... p on foot for eOOll\1l111n .. and aecure (by 
poetilll colllbat IIIB.neuver foroe.> tho Main Supp1;r Route (MSR) in the 
let Bde TAOR trOll! the villa,. ot 00 DAU !fA to TAT NINH TOSa to BUELL 
II PSB to SAU CO DSS to the Rock Cruahar Site to RAWLINS III FSS to 
DAU TISf«) TOSS, which was a total road d1etaDCe ot approximatel¥ 98 
kilometera. 

(0) Conduct otreneive operations to destroy or capture the 
illain VC and NVA toroea in the l.t Bde TAOR. 

(d) Support tho Intarnal Dorenae and Dovelopa.nt (10/0) ot 
TAr NINH Province to include the detenae of TAY NINH City in combined 
operation. with the Vietnamea, Ar.ed Forcea of TAY NINH Province. 

(2) P.riod 24-2'/ Aug 68 

Th, lII1.sioM ot the let Bd, during the period 24-2'/ Aug 68 
were the aame a. the period 5-23 Aug 68 with the .xception that the 
•• cure and defend II1l18ion or DAU TIENG TOSS wa.-·as.igned to the 2d ade. 
25th Int Di v, and the' let Bde vaa to cone1der the _p and aecure 
lII1.sion of the MSR ot lowest priority in relation to the other three 
miaaiona, and to accoapliah th1a sweep and secure lII1aa10n ae beet as 
ross1ble with the forceB available and as the tactical situation per­
mitted. 

c. Forces available to the 1.t Bd. 

(1) Period 5-23 Aug 68 

During the period 5-23 Aug 68 the let Bde had the following 
combat maneuver and OS oombAt auppart torc.a: 

(a> Infantry: 3/22 Inf (_ftC· Co), 2/2'/ Inf (_"cn Co). 

(b) M.chaniz.d Infantry: 1/5 Inf (M), 4/23 Inf (M). 

(c) Armor: 2/34 Armor (_"Sft Co, _ftC· Co, -1 plt of "Aft Co). 
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(d) Artillery: 7/11 Arty Bn (lD5111J11) OS. 

(e) Division Combat ~ngrs: A Co (-), 65th ~ngr Bn. 

(2) Period 24-27 Aug 68: 

toreesl 
During the' period 24-27 Alii 68 the let ade had the following 

(a) Infantry: 3/22 In! (_·C· Co) 

(b) Mechanised Infantryl 1/') Irlt (M) 

(c) ArtUlery: 7/11 Art)" Sn (-A Battery) lOS- - OS 

(d) Div1aion Ca=bat Engra: nAn Co, (-), 65th Engr Bn. 

2. Estimate of the situation: 

Significant factors of the en~. weather. terrain and forces 
available which vere considered bf .. in~ estimate ot the situation 
were as followe: 

(1) Period 5-16 Aug 68 

During this period the enell\Y 5th VC and 9th VC Divisions vere 
in the prepatory phase of the long awaited Viet Cong Third Offensive. 
The period was characterized by let Bde forces contacting enell\Y platoon 
and company sized units engaged in reconnaissance activities and the 
building of forward assembly areas (baee ca..p) in the jungle. close to 
let ade baees in the TAOR. Tbis en~ activity vas conducted generalq 
during the hours of darkness; except. in the Michelin' Rubber Plantation 
where the enemy engaged in active daylight. ilaraasllllmt actions (sniping, 
ambuehes, and mining ot the reade) to attempt to keep US forcee out of 
this area. However, in t.he relit. ot the let. Bde TAOR the enelllY attempted 
to avoid contact with US torces. 

(2) Period 17-27 Aug 68 

During this period the enemy launched the first pilau of the 
VC Third Orrensive with six (6) fresh. ful17 collbat. ready VC infantry 
regiunts, two (2) separate local torce VC battalions and two (2) 
anti-aircraft battalione. 

Or'fLY 
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As learned susbequently by captured documents and POW inter­
rogations the ene~" &a.igned mie.ion -.s to destroy the 25th In! Div. 

The .nemy la\lDched 14 attacks of battalion and reg1Jllental 
strencth again.t the let Bele base. and unit. in the let Bc1e TAOR dur­
ing this period. 

b. Weather and hours of dqlightl 

The .onth of Ave 68 vas the IIddelle period ot the southw.t Mon­
.oon .... on in South Vietnam. The weather va. charaoterised by hot 
humid da71 with YeI7 heaVT rain .h01l8l"a atart1n& in the late· arternoon 
and continuing tor several hours. Durin,; the JIOnth ot Aug 68 in South 
Vietnam there va. approxillate17 12 houre ot daylight available troll 
approx:ilaate17 0700-1900 hours each dq. Thill was important beeau.e the 
.nemy conducted est ot hi. JIO_ent. ot troope durina the houre of dark­
ne.s; and better than 75% ot the attacke by the en~ were conducted 
during the houre ot darkn •••• 

c. T.rrain: 

(1) Activ. part of 1st Bele TAORI 

Tho southern ha.lt ot the 1st Bele TAOR (approximatel,y 60 kilo­
metere wide and 45 kilometers in depth) conetitut.d the active part ot 
the let Bele operations in its TAOR during this period (see Tab B). 

This area wall .0 large thllt previously it was covered by tw (2) 
US brigade. of the 25th In! Div (l.t and 3d Bele.); however, becauee ot 
the expected threat to Saigon, the 3d Bele ot the 25th lot Div had been 
committed to the Saigon area. 

(2) Type ot Terrain and TrafticabllitYI 

The .outhern halt ot the l.t Bele TAOR conei.ted of flat terrain, 
the .stern part of lIIh1ch was JIO.tly agricultural open land with patch .. 
of forest while the ... tern part vae one-third (1/3) agrioultural open 
land and the remaining tw-thirds (2/3) coneisted ot the tour (4) large 
rubber plantatione and '0 .. torest area •• 

Th.re were relatively good dirt road. throucb the central p1rt 
ot thb area and the rubb.r plantatione had many aood roads COllpletel,y 
cri •• -cro.sing them like a city street netwrk. 

The tratticabllity tor track vehicles waa good on the road. in 
the 1st Bde TAOR, but only fair cross oountl7J howver it vas poor in the 
rice p1ddy areas and heaVT jungle area •• 
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The tracked v.hicle. could move rapidly through the rubber 
plllntations on the road network or mow .10¥l7 ott the road. between 
the rubber trees. However, in an atteapt to prewnt enemy aabushe. 
along Route 26 in the CAU KHOI Rubber Plantation and along Route 
239 in the ~N CUI Rubber Plantation, the rubber tree. were cut down 
aprroximately 50 meters on each e1de or the road in an engeneer pro­
ject conduct.ed several IIIOnth. ago. Untort1m&tel,y. the cut tree. were 
lett in pbce and constituted an obstacle to track whicle movell\8nt 
ott the road. which latar prayed to be a conslderable disadvantage to 
l.t Bde al'lllOred el8111lnte tiahting in both of these areas. 

d. Force. available: 

(1) Period 5-23 Aug 68: 

During this pariod the 1st Bde had the following combat maneuY8r 
torce. a.signed: 

(a) Two (2) I118chAniud lntantr;r battalions (total of 6 II\8ch­
anized companies available). 

(b) Two (2) rifle infantr;r battalions, each with onl¥ 3 of 
their 4 rifle comranie.. (Total of 5 rifle cOllpan1e. out of 6 ava11-
able for dally UIIe because 1 rifle com~ comaltted to defenae of NUl 
BA Di".N Signal Facility atop the IIIOWltain). 

(c) One (1) &rIIIOr battalion which had only one (1) tank COllI­
pilOT of two (2) platoons plus Sn an<I:'Co headquarters tanka. (Total of 
15 tank.). 

The two (2) mechanized infantry battalionll asdgned to the 
let Ede, constituted 100% of the mechanized infantry unitll available to 
the 25th Inf Div because the third or~nic .. chaniz.d lnfantry battalion 
ot the dividon _a with the 3d Ede. 25th In!' Div and the 3d Ede .... 
under the operational control of the US Capital Military As.istance 
(CHAC) Co_nd in the Saigon area. 

The armor asaigned to the lit Ede constituted approximately 
50% of the available tanka to the 25th Int Div. 

The tvo (2) infantry battalions (leall one rifle comra'V 
each) a.signed to the lit Ede. constituted approximately 25% of the 
available rifle infantry or the 25th Int Div becaUlle the 25th Int Div 
had been given operational control of the 506th Inf or the lOlst Airborne 
to replace the 3d Ede, 25th Inr which ¥as OPCON to the US CHAC in the 
Saigon area. ThUll in the 2d Bde TAOR. the 25th Int Div employed two 
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bri~des (the 2d Bde, 25th Int Divand the 506tb Int, 101st Airborne 
Div) of intantry Qnd the &rIJIOred caval!,), squadron of the 25th Int Db. 

(2) rer10d '24-2:'/ Aug 681 

During tbis period the let Bde TAOR was decreased to two-thirds 
of its original size with the eastern third ginn to the 2d Bde. The 
let Bde had the following combat .aneuver forces assigned during this 
period: 

(a) One (1) aechani.ed 1nfantr,r battalion (total of 3 I118ch­
anized infant!')' coapanies). 

(b) One (1) rifle infant!')' battalion (total of J rifle iotan­
tIT companies, with one of th .. e COilpanies comm1tted atop NUl BA DEN 
Mountain) • 

e. Importent considerations in rq eetimate of the aituation were 
all fo1101l81 

(1) There were eenn (7) tJS baeu to secure and defend, spread 42 
kilo_tere in width and 25 Idlometers in depth, in the let Bde TAOR. 
All of the. required combat .. neuver unite to help defend theil, esp&­
ciall¥ at night. 

(2) Although the defenee of the City of TAY NINH vas not vital to 
the US defenses froll a purely tactical standpoint, it 1IIIS "17 important, 
for rol1tical and psychological reasons, to sbow that SVN and tJS forceS 
could prevent the VC trom capturing and holding"a Provincial Capital 
City, as they had done at HUE during the Tl:;T Offensin. 

(3) The aecurity and defense of Saigon bad first priority in SVN. 
It _s eXJ:ected that the Third Oftensi.,. of t.be VC had the objective of 
invading and deatroying SaiCOD. A large number of SVII and tJS troops £ro 
ware positioned in aM &round Sai&On during tb1s period. Consequently 
an "econoll\1 of forcen role tor US troops in the outlying provinces of 
III Corps was neceasa!')'. Thua, the strength of let Bde forcea were to 
be kept at a min1:alum. 

Further, US units of II Field Force were told that the enem.y 
would attack the outlying provinces of III Corps in an attempt to draw 
US and SVN forcea from the defense of Sa1&on. Thus, units like tbe 
let Bde located in an outlying province were eJqIeoted to fight the 
enerq without expectation of reinforcementa, unless they.experienced 
large scale enemy attacks from the lII1in ve/NVA forces. Thia meant to 
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.. that I had to provide a reserve force from 1st Bde forc.s to act 
as a reaction force or reinforcement force in case of en.., attackl in 
the lit Bde TAOR. 

(4) Th. US bales in the let Bde TAOR were dependent upon rssuppl,y 
fro. truck convoy. coming d&iIT from the 2Sth Int Div Ba •• at CU CHI. 
Th. 1st Bde units Uled an average ot 6,000 ar1:.ille17 rounda each 24 
hour period during a moderate day of eMIIT activity. ConsequentIT the 
Nintenanc. and security of the lISR in the lit Bda TACR vas vital tor 
.ustainad tactical operations of the lit Dde unitl. 

(S) De.pite the great adv.antalls afforded to US torcee in Vietnaa 
by the use ot troop carrier, gun .hip and cargo helicopters, there vas 
an insufficient nu.b.r to aupport the desired airmobile assault opera­
tions and cargo resuppIT milS ions ot the US unita of II Field Forces 
during this period. The 1st. Bde could normally expect. only ona (1) air­
mobilo c018ran,y (10 Huey helicopters capable ot carrying approximately 
60 men in one 11ft and 1 Huey_ for co.and and control) each dBy. 

Thus it contact. wit.h a 111&11 enftIV foree occurred, airmobile 
reinforce_nt would be tl<ct1cally sound. However it contact. with a large 
enemy force occurred, then thil piecemeal commit..nt of t.roops could pr0-
vide the enalllY the opportunity to defeat the reinforcing e1_nt in 
detail. 

Cons.quently, I realized that there val & vital need to ma1n­
tain and secure the MSR in the let Bde TAOR to ettect both reintorcements 
and reaupp1y. Thill ws t.o prove true durins the enewattacks in the VC 
Third Ottensive in the let Bde TAOR. 

(6) The southern rart ot the 1st Bd. TAOR ws a very large (an area 
1n wh1ch normally two (2) brigades operated) I . however there wal.a fairly 
good road netwrk connecting all the US baaes 1n the let Bde TAOK and 
the cross countr,Y traff1cability W&8 fair in more than SO% ot the area. 

(7) The combat. III&neuver forces av.ailable to the 1st Bde were 
predominately armored torces (6 lIIIIchanized intant17 companies, 1 tank 
co~ny and 3 reconnaissance platoons - a total of approximately 160 
armored personnel carriel's and 15 tanks) with great armor protect.ed 
tire power and good ro~d mobilit,Y as well as fair cross-country mQbUlty 
in the southern half of the TAOR, which ws the IIIOst illportant area to 
bot.h t.he US and SVN lnt.erests in TAY NINH Province. 

(8) There were essent.ially only Sout.h Viet.nameae Regional Forcea 
(RF) and Fopular Forces (rF) in TAY NINH Province. That is t.o a..., t.hat 
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t.here were no AZV of Viet.nam (ARVN) milital'1 forcee lltationed in TAY 
~IINH Province except. for t.wo llmall batterie. of art.illel'1 colllllit.t.ed t.o 
defenlle of Viet.namese installat.ions. Further t.he RF/PF forcell were 
committed to defense of their fixed inlltallat.ions and hamlet.s and were 
not available for ofrensive operationll in combined operat.ions in t.he 
1st Bde TAOH. except in a very limited way in daytime and never at 
night. 

:3. Tactical operat.ions 

a. Concept of operat.ions 

(1) General: 

Baeed on 117 estillat.e ot the situation which cOllllidered all t.he 
tactors of ndas10ns assigned. enelllY situation, t.errain. weat.her and 
forcea available. I detarN1ned t.hat the let Bde general concept of 
operations would be all followa: 

(a) Tactical disposition of let Bde torcea and bUell: 

Approximately 80% of the coabat maneuver forces·of the let 
ade would be t.actically di,polI.d in a ring ot defensive positions around 
TAY NINH roSB and t.he northern J.'Ilrt of TAY NINH City (whioh contained 
t.he ~vince government, province chief headquarters and US province 
military and civil headquarters) to provide the following: 

(1) Provide an out.er ring of US detensive positiOns to rein­
force the inner ring of Sout.h Vietnamese RF/PF defensive positions 
around TAY NINH rosa and TAY NINH City t.o intercept the lIII.in VC/NVA 
at.tacking forces and dest.roy these before t.hey can reach their objectives. 

(2) Provide lIIII.ximUlll flexibility to counter-attack with combat. 
maneuver forces should the enelllY renet.rat.e the out.er and/or inner rings 
ot defenses of TAY NINH roSB and TAY NINH City. 

(l) Provide adequate dispersion of combat IIBlllluver forces so 
tho.t it would be highl,. 1lIIr-robable that t.he elllllD1' could at.tack all US 
bases simultaneously. However, the US bailee were to he positioned so 
as to be mutuall;r supporting bT t.he fires ot a III1nimwa of two batteries 
of artillery. 

(b) Da,-time: Off.nsive operations des1aned to find. fix and 
deatro,. t.he enelllY in the lilt ade TAOR. All unita of the 1st ad. con­
ducting "reconnaissance in forcen (RIF) operations would mo'l8 to contact 
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using maxiaum security to prevent IIIIbushJ however, upon making contact 
with the enelllT, the,. were to I1IOve aggressivel,y to rix the enllll\Y in pos­
ition and with IllllxilJlwa use of firepower,and lIIIUleuver close with the 
enell\Y and destroy hiD! b,. close assault •. 

(c) Night1me: Derenee/offensive operatiOns designed to stop, 
repel and eject eneIIY attacks on US or SiN basee and follo_up with 
counter-&ttacks to destroy the enemy attacking forceB. 

(2) Specific I 

(a) Conduct aggreslive da,.1ight armored reconnaissance in 
torce operatione (RIF) in the eouthern halt ot the 1st Bde TAOR to find, 
tix and destroy the enllll\Y, and aleo to clel\Y the enem,y tree I1IOVllllllnt dur­
iD8 daylight houra, e.pecially in the MlCHELEN and BEN CUI Rubber Plen­
tation. wbtob WIre astride tho _in 8lIII11¥ north-aouth infiltration route . 
froll ·War Zone C •• 

(b) Conduct aggrelsive night ambushes ot platoon and co.~ 
size around the 1st Bde bases, TAY MINH City, and the main enellT H-S 
infiltration route, to interdict hie routes of night movement and/or 
intercept and deBtro,. bis forces moving to torward attack positions. 

(c) Conduct aggreBsive airllobile intantry- RIF operations in 
the forest near let Bde bases to tind, fix and destroy enellT VC and 
NVA sin torce units; and alBo to rind eD8IIIY forward base campa and 
destroy tbe •• 

(d) Utilize armored task forces to sweep and secure the lIIIIin 
suppl,y route in the 1st Bde TAOR dail,y. 

(e) Conduct daylight combined US-SVN ofrensive operations with 
FIF/PF torces in TAY NINH and province especiall,y in cordon and search 
operations designed to destroy VC intrastructure in tbe villages and 
haIIlets in the 1st Bde TAOR. ).:;ncourage and support nightime combined 
Us-5VN defensive/oftensive operations in the Bde TAOH. 

b. Operations 

(1) Period 5-16 Aug 68 

During this period the 1st Bde conducted ~ succeaoful da1-
light armored RIF operations in the soutbern part ot tbe 1st ade TAOH 
especially in the rubber plantations ot the MICH.SLIN, BEN CUI and the 
BIG RUB&R. Also IIIIny successtul daylight airmobile infantry- RIF opera­
tions vere conducted in tbe torests ot ·War Zone C." 
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Aleo let ade unite conducted manT night aabushls' during thl period of which .everal were ,uccllsM in ambushing enellY platoon si.e reconnaissance and lupPl1 units. 

Thes. let adl operations relulted in the destruction of a large IIIIl8ber of enllllY base camp fortifications (bunkers, fiShting holle, trenchvork) and inflicted approximately 125 ensm;y KIA (bodj" count) with but a flv US calualtiee. 

Further. combined da711ght US/SVH operatiollll wore ve17 IUC­ceelM during thie period, espec1a~ the cordon and eearch operations. ODe such combined let Bc:Ie and fIJI /Pf cordon and .earch operations ot the city ot DAU TIENG on or about 14 Aug 68 netted 107 male detainees of draft age which was one ot the _t successful cordon and .earch opera­tions in South Vietnam; another one conducted in a v1l1age SW of TAY NINH City netter 25 detain .. s of whioh 5 were detel'llined to be VC and 11 were VC suspects while the re.ainder were dlter.1ned to be draft dodSII'll. 

(2) Period 17-23 AUS 68 

(a) 1st Ede ambueh ot 275 VC Regt (17 Aug 68) 

At aprroxi:natel1 2230 hours, 17 Aug 68 the long awaited VC "Third Orrensive" began with the succeeeM &llbueh ot the lead batta­lion of the en'IIIY 275 vc negi; by a reinforced platoon of the 2/27 Int juet eaet of TAY NINH Cit;r (aee No. (1) ot Map of Tab B Incl 3). The 275th VC Regiment was attempting'.~o attack TAY NINH Cit;r. The Allbush resulted in 5 enom,y KIA by bod;y count. But /IIOrl iJllportant this contact with the 275th VC neg1Jllent was exploited b;r the let Bde b;r attackins this reg1Jlleilt with aU artiUe17 and mortal'll available as well as gun ships for over two hours caueing over 200 possible casualties to this ene:l\Y regilllent. The iJllportant reeult ot this action was that the 275th Int Regt W&e;turned back from ita attack objective and did not partici­pate in the subsequent battle for TAY NINH Cit;y. 

Another iJllportant advantage pined b;y this action was the advance varnins ot large scale attacks boginnins in the 1st ade TAOH. Ae a consequence ot this eucceeatul _bush, all US and SVN baa .. and unite in the 1st ade TAOR were warnedto prlp1re for an e~ attack that night which indeed did come lOme 3 hoUI'II later that night. 

Further there vae a very effeotive example of Combat Intel­ligence resu1tins trom this euccesllful alllbuh. The let Bde 5-2 had intormed 1118 of the imrortance or eetabUeh1nc unit ident1tications of ene~ units in the 1st ade TAOR. The II Field Force Commanding Ceneral had streesed the need to. find and identit,y the enemy VC divieions in 
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III Corps in order to determine the threat and allov hill to react to 
it quicklT. Thus a. soon a. the 2/'rl IIIIbush was succe.st'UJ.lT IIprung I 
contacted the an CO. 2/'rl In! (LTC 'eNI,T). and ordered hill per.onallT 
to go the area of contact. strip the bodie. of all olothe., weaponll. 
equipaent. and docUlllnts and bring them 1mmediatelT to 1st Bde Head­
quarters. 

At approximatelT 2330. one hour afterithe ambush LTC 'e~ 
brought the clothing, one (1) pilltol, two (2) A'I.-47 riflu, and docu­
ment.. These documentll e.tablisbed the identit7 ot two of the enem;r 
KIA &I otticers, one the Bn 10 of one battalion ot the 'rl5th VC Regt 
of the 5th VC D1 vidon and the other &I a platoon leader of thill 
battalion. Thi. Order of Battle intelligence wa. sent bT radio to 
higher headquarters imDedintelT. 

(b) lat Bde Defensive/Orrenaive of BUILL II FSB againat 273 
VC Regt (18 Aug 68)1 

At approximatelT 0130 hOUri, 18 Aug 68 80l11li 3 houre after the 
successfUl action against tbe 'rl5th VC Regt east ot TAY NINH CitT, a 
ver,. heav;y enemy attack fell on BUELL II Fire Support Base (F'SB) which 
~. located approximatelT 7 id.lOMters due north of TAY NINH CitT (see 
No. (2) on ~~ - Tab B Incl #3). 

Three battalion. of the 'rl3d VC Regiment, aupported bT an 
unidentitied anti-aircraft battalion, attacked b7 fire (JDQrtars, RFG 
rockets, 12.7 JG and s .. l1 arma) and bT close aseaults on north, 80Uth 

and vest of the let Bde BUELL II FSB, tor approxilllatelT 3lAhours. 

The enem;r, with a strength of approxilllatelT 1,400 men, had 
moved under cover of darkness from the forest located north of BUELL 
II FSB. Of srecial intereet ill the fact that the enemy formed up each 
battalion a,rroximately 100-200 meters from the protective vire of 
BUELL II FSB. Each battalion did a dress-right-dreslI type formation and 
then each man dug a foxhole; extensive wire communication wire was laTed; 
weapon J'Ositions were dug for mortars, Rro rocketll am anti-aircraft 
machine guns. After the battle both from the air and ground inspection 
the IITMtrical lines of individual foxholes and weaponll positions were 
found along with the equipaent and weapons and the ma~ enem;r dead. 

Artiller,. fires from 1st Bde bales (TAY NINH TOSB, BAU CO FSP, 
RAWLINS III FSB, and DAU TIENG TOSB) pounded the enem;r forces. At the 
aame time C-47 flare shipe lighted up the area while the helicopters 
gun ships raked the area with mini-gun and rocket fire, and tactical 
tighter bombers bombed and stratred the enelll¥ positions. 
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The OS torc .. at BUELL II (one battery or 105_, one battory 
ot BOlt propelled 155_, one mechan1zed infantry COlllpan,y, ono rifle 
COlllpan,y and 4 tanks - a total torco ot approxl.mately 2SO men) poured 
out a continuous stream ot tiro during tho entire engag~ntl the artil­
lery tiring point blank USing "Soehive- and ·Firecracker" _unit ion, 
the .. chanized infantry employing SO cal and M-60 machine guns and the 
intantry emplO71ng uall &1'110 troa the bunker line as well as thoir 
organic mortars troa witbin the perillletor. 

The -117 enell\1 aseaulto never breecbod tho protoctive wire ot 
BUlil.L II Fire Support Base. B;y osoo hours tobo ODtI\1 attocb by tire 
and ground ...... ulto ceased. 

1st ade artillery and gun ahipe pursued by tire the eneJII,Y 
for .. tiona in tho darkness - vb1le all lot Bde maneuver units in the 
area were alerted to pursue tho enOll\r at tiret light. 

At first light araored units t1"Olll TAY NINH TOSB, BUELL II FSB, 
BAU CAU FSB and the Rock Crusher Site -surrounded the battle field area 
and were IUccesatu! in capturing 16 ot the enuv. 

A haat;y search ot the battle area revealed 187 onem,y KIA (body 
count) most or lIhich were killed SO-200 .. ters "trolll the protective wire 
ot BUJ£LL II FSB. Since then, hasty ontllQ' grave sites have been discoverod 
500-1S00 .. ten trom the BUELL II FSB which shall sventually bring the 
enell\1 casualtioa to well over 2SO. 'l'ho US forces at BUELL II suffered 
3 KIA and approximatolT 25 WIA. 

(c) Dorenae ot NUl BA DEN Signal Facilit;y 

During the sam. night that BUELL II FSB V&I being attacked, the 
NUl DA DEN Signal Facility atop NUl BA DEN Mountain was assaulted by tho 
oneJq at approximatoly 0200 hours, 13 A\II 68. The onem;y consillting of 
approximately 300 men, carrying approxiJlatol;y SO satchel explosive charges, 
(later 50 IIOre aatchel charges were found, captured atter tho battle), 
in an attempt to destroy the Signal Facility. (See No. (3) Map or Incl 
113) • 

Arter approximately two hours ot heavy tighting, "A" Co, 3/22. 
In!, using small al'lll8 and greMdos. succeastuU;y repulaed the repeated 
assaults ot the enelIlY' attacking torce. A swep ot the battle area in 
daylight revealed 10 enelIlY' KIA (body count), which was later increased 
to 18 enelll7 KIA by searching further down the countain slopes. The 
dofending US int'antry comran,;y suffered 5 KIA and 23 WI!. Tho enGIDT 
objective to dostroy the Signal Facility tailed, tor not one item ot 
signal equipment was damaged or dostroyed. 
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(d) l.t ade Oftensive Operations to clear TAY NINH City 
(18 Aug 68): 

During the MIDI night several ot the RF /rF outposts ot 
TAY MINH City were attacked by tire while one PF outpost in the extreme 
southeastern pert ot the city vall alllaulted and captured by the en41111,7. 

At appron-.tely 0900 houra 18 Aug 68, the province chiet 
ot TAY NINH intormed the let ad. that two (2) local VC seperate battll-
110l1li bad enterad TAY NINH City trca the .oath and wst during the ni&ht. 
He requested th&t the let 8<1e help his RF/W for"s dri .... the e~ out. 

A combined operation ot US and SVN forces was quic~ 
agreed upon by the province chiet and ..,.e11'. The plan vas for armored 
task torces of the 1st ade to block tbe two Southern parts ot TAY NINH 
City While RFforces woUld attack through tbe city tro. IlOrth to eouth 
(see No.4 of Map - Tab B Incl 63). 

The 1st Bde .ent two armored task torces tbat morning to 
establi.h blocking poSitions in the .outhern parts of TAY NINH City. 
One ot the &I'IIIOrad tasle forces (TF 2/34 (-» ol'1g1Dating tro. TAY NINH 
TOSB brolee through an eneII\T VC compalV' b1ock111i acc •• s to the MSR (Route 
22) and then quiCkly took up a blocking poeition in the southwestern 
part of the city. The second al'lllOred task torce (TY 4/23 (-» IIOved 
rapidly without opposition to the southeastern part ot the city. 

Just prior to the movement of these armored forces I had 
flown in m;y Co_nd and Control helicopter over TAY NINH City. I bad 
obserwd that the population of the city had fled,for protection, trca 
their homes to the CAO DAI Temple grounds located in the nortb8&storn 
part of the city. 

I also had flown over the eoutheastern part of the city 
to recon the enem;y captured PF outpost and in doing so m;y C and C 
helicopter raceived ground fire troll approximately 300 eno,y VC. Thi. 
ground tire wounded the pilot and caused sUght d8Jlage to the ship. 
ConeequentlT I ordered TF 4/23 (-) to attaclc this enemy and fix them 
in position as well as to gain a strong foothold in the southeastern 
part of the city. 

TF 4/23 (-) attacked aggressiwl¥ and be callie hMv1l¥ 
engaged in a close in fire tight with this en~ force troll 1130 houre 
until dark thllt day. Acting on orders troa the 00, 25th In! Div, I 
strictly complied With h1a ordera that no IIOrtars, artillery, rocket 
tire or air strikes be used in the cit;r fighting in order to prevent 
injury to the population or damage to property. 
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TF 4/23 (-) advanced with Itll anaored personnel carrlers and 
ground Infantr,r approximately 1000 .. ters into the cit7 until I ordered 
tbe. to hold their poeUlon and tix tbll en...,., while the RP' attacked 
from t.he north. In th1e .t.reet flgbtinc the TF 4/23 (-) killed 42 
eneSO' (bod7 count) but. lIuttered 8 KIA, 35 WIA and had two AlCe knocked 
out trom heavy RFG 2 and 7 rocket fire. 

De.pit.e IV pereonal urging of the provillce chier to have hill 
RP' torce •. attack eouthward ae agreed, the RF tore •• did !lOt at.tack but 
took a derell81w poIIUion In the center or the c11:7. Further, the 
proY1nc. chief rera.ed to co.ut bie 10 &l'II1Ored personnel carrier., 
ewn in an ovel"Wlltch1n& rire role, becauee be .tated that 11' aD¥ APC. 
wre Icnocbd out he could IIOt pt replaceunte. 

At 1600 houre the pl'Ovince chier intormed .. that hi. RF unit. 
_t ret.urn to thelr IIOnal n18ht1llll tortltled po.1Uou to protect the 
clt7 and hi. province beadquarter •• 

Coneequently, I took operatiOll&l control ot waw Troop, 3/4 Cav, 
which had ju.t cloeed into the TAY NINH TOSB, and ordered them into the 
center ot the cit7 to prell. the attack lIbUe tbllre wa •• t.ill daylight. 
Tbill troop arrived into poeltion just betore night tall and engaged all 
eneSO' torce· 1IOY1ng tro. t.he eouth toward ·the center of the c1 t7. Atter 
a briet but Y10lent tire fight the eDeIIT broke contact and d1eappeared. 
Consequently I then ordered this troop to hold thie troop to hold an all 
around defeneive poeition in the center ot tho clt7 and prevent aD¥ move­
.. nt or the enemy ei\her IIOrthward or eouthllard. At dawn, lIIlother COlli­

bined tJS..SVN operation va. JllC)uoted with the ARVH and llF torce. to 
adval'lCe .outhvard frolll the center or the cit.}'" toward the lst. Bde block­
ing posUiona in the .outh. However, when the ARVN-RP' torces made their 
attack it va. diecovered thl.lt the enellQ" hael exflltratecl the cU.}'". 

The rapid and aggressive armored attacke ot the lst Bele units 
hael dereated the enamy'll attem~ to hold TAY NIHH Cit,r ror:3 da711 (all 
learneel troll captured documents and POW interrogation) and this eleteat 
ot the enemy was accompliehed without aD¥ d .. truction ot propertY' in the 
city. Unfortunateq one Buddhist Monk va. killed and .. -ntral Manke vere 
wounded when the VC herded .011\0 200 Buddbi.t Monka in tront ot their 
attacldng elementa dU1"lng one part ot the battle. During this action I 
had all US units cease t'ir1n& to prevent killing the Monica, and although 
the enelllY gained a teaporary advantage, the cease tire allowed the I'..onke 
sate passage through US lines. 

(e) 1st. Bele Mech Int' RIF againllt elements of 5 VC DiY (18 Aug 
68) 
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On 18 Aug 68, the 1/5 In! (M) cOrlllieting of two (2) aechanized 
in!antr;r coar.aniell were conducting a IllDUnted daylight RIY acroll8 countr;r 
in the arell jll8t west of tbe BEN CUI Rubber Plantation (Me No. (5) of 
Map - Tab B Incl H.;). During this RIF they contacted el.eaents of one 
enelll,7' anti .... ircratt battalion and one en8lll,7' intantr;r battalion entrench.d 
on the edge or the f'orellts in the area. A six hour tire tight ensu.d 
until tbe enemy broke contact. The enelll,7' surtered 52 KIA (bod¥ count) 
and aan.r enelQ" weapona were captured inoludinc three (3) 12.7 ant1-
a~rcratt machine guns. 

I desired to reinforce thie contact eo sa to .urround and 
de.troy theae two (2) enelllY battaliollll~ However, no reinforce .. nta 
were avaUable frolll l.t Bda reaourcell becaue all re.erves were COli­
mltted in the Battle for TAY WINK Cit1 which had tir.t priori~. 

Reinforc .... nt. tro. the 25th Inf Div were requested by let 
Bde but were denied beca\lS. it WIl .... ill believed by higher headquartere 
tbet the objective. ot these enelllY attacke were designed to draw US and 
SVN torees away from the deferllle ot 5a1gon. 

(t) 1st Bd. Armored TF attack agairlllt 275 VC Regt. (19 Aug 68): 

At approximatel;y noon on 19 Aug 68, "AR Troop and the "Racon 
Plate" of the 3/4 Cav vere ambushed along Route 26 (H. No. (6) ot Map 
Tab B ot Incl 3) 118 the,. were cl.aring the alternate HSR (alt.rnate MSR 
wae CU CHI to TAY NINH \ISing Route 26 troa south to north). 

I i_diatel;y .. ook OrCON ot the .. two units of the 3/4 Cay 
and reini'orced th8111 with two (2) mechat ized intantry cOllpantes ot the 
4/23 In! (M) and ordered them to atteck and deatro;y the enemy ambush 
alltride Route 26. 

This TF attacked all dq elllploying their &1'IIIOr (tanks and 
AFC.) along the road ll8ing direct fire ot the tank guns and machine 
gun f1re to support the ground infantr;r allsaults on the flanks to roll 
up the enelllJ" ambue h • 

Untortunatel;y the rubber trees lIh1ch had been cut down approxi­
mately 50 meters on each .ide of the Rubber Plantation prevented the 
armor trom being employed into the rubber plantation. 

After aprroximatel;y IIU houre of ground attack supported by 
artiller;r, air strikes and hellcoptsr tire te8J118, the Talk Force advanced 
approximately 600 meteI'll against a ver.r strong and determined enefflT 
force of at least two battalions ot the 275th VC Regt.. The enemy fought 
trom one covered delaying poll1tion to .~th.r utilizing the cover 
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attorded troll foxhole. and cut. down rubber t.re... The en-.y euttered 
42 lIA (bodT count.) and owr 30 poeaible ena.y lIA while US had 3 III 
and 22 WIA. 

h night. approached tba enatq bron contact. and I ordered the 
Taek Force into RAWLINS III FSB. This 110'" ws _de in ordar t.o provide 
coJibat. _nauver toree. to defend thie FSB, s1nce all other torces ot the 
let Bde vare oollll1tted in battl .. eleewhere and I beUe".d that the 8Il4IIIV 
bron contact with the TF in ordor to ... h1I troops to aa .. ult the 
FSB that niaht. Aleo, a reeupply of aaunition aDd tuel vaa nec .... rr 
tor this TF tor it to continue poeaible detenee/orten.i'" operatione that 
ni&ht. 

(g) let Bd. Mach RIF against elamente ot 5th VC DiY (19 Aug 68) 

Again on 19 Aug 68, tvo collp&n1" or the l/S In! (M) were con­
ducting a dll7light croe.-countl'7 RIF in the eame general area that th.T 
hlld conducted the aucceaaM IllF the rrev10UII d&T (eee No~ 7 on Map Tab 
B to Incl 3). During t.h1I RIF the two Moh companies again contacted 
one e~ anti .... ircraft battalion and approldaatelT two enllllT Wantrr 
battalione entrenohed on the edges ot the toresta ot the area. Howver, 
thla ti. the enam;r did not attampt to a'YOid contact, but rather agree­
.iYel;r attempted to intUt.rate rorcee around the adw.ncing I18ch In! co_ 
panies to aeparate and cut orr _11 eI_nts ot the US units. The 
enBmT moving hie forces in the conce~t ot the forests and attacking 
troll the edg .. of tho torest Vith intenee voIlllH ot RFO 2 and RFO 7 
anti-tank rocket tire _oaged to cut ott one APe which vae eet afire. 

The l/S In! (M) units wre ordered to ass their torces and 
tix the enemy in positlon with 50 cal I«l tire while heav;r air strikes 
and ertlllel'7 tire "ere broU8ht down on the 8D1III7 in t.he tOrBsts, betore 
attempttQg to closo with the en~ and ae.ault hie entrenched poaitione 
on the edge. ot the torest. Arter a 6 hour tire t18bt with the en-.r 
and numerOus. lIIOunted US aasault'8\~ago.1net a ver,r large enu,y torce 
(approxi.Jlatel;r 6OO-eoO enem,y), the ell887 wit.hdrev trca contact ae dark­
n .. s WItS falling. The 41118117 left 46 ru (bodT count.) vh1le US los.es 
lie" 2 KIA and 24 WIA. 

Howver, the Sn CO ot the 1/5 lilt (M) and I believed that this 
large enelll7 toree was .Ull in the general area ot tba BEN CUI Rubber 
plantation and thi. enemy would probabl;r attempt to ambueh ~ torce 
at.tellipting to move east or "e"t on Route 239. Consequentl;r, I ordered 
the t one or hie companie" IIIOve iDlned1atel;r (uatQg the ~1111.1ntQg daJ'­
light) to their DAU TUllO TOSB to prov1de the coabat III&JlIIuver toree tor 
detenee ot this US baae at night. Th1e mow __ accCllplished without 
incident. 

16 

---- :---,.-- >-

-_ ... ---_ ..... _--_._-_._. __ .. _--_ ....... -_ .. - .... - .... · .. --r----·-·-------

I 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

The other mech company was ordered to Join with the Recon Plt 
ot the 3/4 Cay located at Check Point Tanco (CP -Tft) and as a Task 
Force IIIOve wst to east along Route 239 to !lAU TUlIG TOSB. Tb1a opera­
tion was ordered to put the Recon Plt in the DAU TIEIC ross that n1ght~ 
because it could not lAtely defend itself at CP "Tft fro .. the large en .. 
foroes operating to the north and ellst of it:J position. Th1e Recon Plt 
of' the 3/4 Cay was not familiar with the route to DAU TIENG and it was 
de .... d prud.nt bY' 1U to hew it cOlllbin.d with the Moh compall7 ot the 
lis In! to lead it to DAU TlENO. Aleo thia cCillbined torce ot tanka and 
ArCa would be aufficiently atrong to defend itself' ,,,,inet an enelQ' 
&llbuah along the route ot -.reh. 

Aa darkness arproacbed, this Taak Force under the command ot 
the mechaniz.d infantl"T cOllpaD7 cOlIIIII&Dder bec&n ita .,unted IROve_nt 
... t along route 239, when it CUMI under heavY' ant1-tank rock.t and 
amall anus fire fro .. enemy concealed poaitions in the foresta and rubber 
plantation on both side. of the road to DAU TIENG. 

For appro.x1mately ;3 bours the Bn CO ot the 1/S Int' (M) and 
.,.elf direct.ed flare ahipe, gun .hipe, artill817 and air strikes in 
aupr»rt ot th1e Task Force againet a atrong and d.tera1ned enell\Y torce 
att8lRpting to de.troy this us torce. 

The Task Force _ployed aU ita organic _pons (9Qr. tank 
guna firing cannister and HE, 50 cal and H-6O _cbine guns, and sal.l. 
&rIRII) in direct tire against the en.1I\1 on both aides of the road. 
The ;3 tanka of the Teak Forc. (one leading and ho at the rear ot the 
col_) employed their aearchlights to pqt illumination on the enem;y on 
both aides of the road, which aided the placinS ot eftectiw direct fire 
on the en.lI\Y. 

Despite aU ot these tri.n~ tire., the enemy- was succeaaful 
in knocking out two APCs at the h.ad ot the column which blocked the 
column tor arproJd.mlitely 1/2 hour betore the lead tank could JIIllneuver 
around and push their two APCa ott the road. 

During thia period ot non-movement ot the column the eIlOlDY 
launched Yel"T yeavy ground and anti-tank rocket attacks againet the 
tllO tanks at the rear of the column and vere wccesltul in knocking 
thelll out. 

The column started IIOving again and JIIIlde ita way safely to 
DAU TlENG TOSa without further losses. 
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The Talk Force innicted Ifl lIIleJIIY KIA (bocb" count) and over 
100 FOsdble enemy KIA during t.h1, three hour t1,ht. FriendlT cu­
ualt.ie, were 6 ItIA and apPI"oxill'Ateq 38 IlIA. 

That evening at lit ade Hql, lIT etatr and I:,agreed that t.he 
recent hellv,y contact. with the ene..,- indicated that the IIIILJor part ot 
both the 5th VC and 9th VC Divie10na __ operetin& agreldvely in 
the let ade TAOH; that let lJde COl1lbat FOWl' 1IIUI lutt1c1eut. ror deren­
'he operat.ione,i but lIN not eutticient to provide the capat;.llit.T tor 
oUeneive operations dea1pd to eurro1lllCl and d.et.l'oy t.he .. 'rI8IV 1nran­
t.ry regbaant.,. Therefore, I requested that. DiYbion u'ien at. leut. 
one (1) additional intaut.17 battalion to Pl"QYid. the tle.xib1l1ty IIld 
co-mat FOWl' to destroy an attacldng en8I\Y rigiMnt.. Hovever, Dirt,1on 
stated that no reinforce.nte wuld be _e aftUabl. at th1, time. 

(h) let ad. Operations tor 20 A\II 681 

On 20 Aug 68, the enemy attempted to Qlock the )!sH in the let 
Bde TAOR by destroying by demolition, three keT brid&ea on ROutes 22, 
26 and 239. 

The TF 4/23 attacked ,.ll elements of the ZlS VC aegt. block­
ing Route 26 a!Xl. with the help ot 16 air strikes a!Xl. AVLa bridging 
equi~nt advanced 2 kilometere down route 112iJ. The enem;y broke con­
tact. at approximately 1700 hoUl'll. 

The TF 2/34 AI'IIIOr conducted collb1ned operatione with AHVN and 
RF/PF forces against e~ local torcee in the area batween TAY NINH 
City and the Big Rubber wit.h no eDOJlT cont.act.. 

At a planning st.atf conference at let Bde Headquartere that 
night it was again agreed by lIlT starf a!Xl. I that the let Bde's combat 
FOWl' was suttic1ent to defend the seven (7) US ba,e, in the TAOR, but 
was not sufficient to surround and deatroT the enemy :Lntant.r,y replIlente 
aggrmively operating nortb and wst of TAY NINH TOSB, along route 26. 
and the area around the BEN CUI Rubber Plentation. let Bde wuld con­
tinue to conduct dayli&ht. RIFs against theae enell\Y regiments as "SFOil­
ing attacks" to keep them tro. getting .. t tor 11 major coordinated 
attack against the US bases in the TAOR. 

That night I requested by phone to Haj Ceo WillismBon that 
the 1st Bde be reinforced by a m1nimwa ot one (1) rine 1nfantry batta­
lion to provide sutficient combat maneuver forces to attempt to surround 
and destroy at least ono ot the.e enell;1 1nf'antr,y regiJaente. Maj Oen 
Williaaaon informed me that higher headquarters believed that these 
enemy attacks in the 1st Bde TAOR were designed to draw troops away 
trom tho defenea of Saigon and consequent17 ., request tor rc1nrorce­
ments was denied. Nevertbeles3, I Bublll1t.ted by tele~ a tormal 
reque.t for reinforcements, but no official response was given by the 
Hqs. 25th In! Div. 
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(i) bt Bde nefelUliw/Offenaiw Operation of TAY NINH TOSB 
(21 AUS 68)1 

At 0100 houra, 21 AUS 68, approx1llatel,y tw (2) VC infantry 
battal1olU1 beliewd to be oraanic to the 271 and 272 VC Resiaenta wre 
intercepted q, a reinforced dug-in platoon aabueh frca "A" Co, 2/27 
In! (aee No.8, Hap of Tab B, Incl #3). 

The ene~ attack obJectiw waa TAY NINH TOSS which waa the 
IICl8 t iaportant US ba.. in the bt Bde TAOft. The thr.. dug-in rein­
forced platoone of "A" Co nre astride the enelQ"lI route of attack. 
The en.., attempted to break throulh thie outer defelUliw ring ot TAY 
NINH TOSB by concentrating hill ground attack agai DIIt the ceuter pla_ 
toon position ot "AW Co. 

every weapon carable of tiring in support ot this platoon _s 
employed by the lat Bde during the , hour derenee or this triendl,y po~. 
iUon. Artillery frail three of 1st Udela fire .upport ba.e. pounded 
the enemy forcea along their route of advance; and AI'II1' gun ahipe and 
USAF tighter bombera raked the enelllY concentratiolUl aleo J and the tllO 
other plAtoolUl ot "An Comrany fired in _tual aupport on the flanks or 
the heavily attacked ple.toon. 

At dawn, ground reingorcelll8nta wre sent to the battle area 
ae well as ArlllY gun shipe to deatroy ~ pocketa ot enelQ' resistance 
reJllllining. 

Alao at first light, two infantry comF4nie. of the 2/27 In! 
were airmobiled , kilometera NW or the battle area to attapt to trap 
the retreating enay rorces. 

The results of this battle were 157 eMIIIY KIA (bod,y count) 
and 2 roW. whUe US casualtiea were 5 KIA and 8 VIA. Alao the acting 
platoon leader was a Sergeant E-5 LaJabera who .. herois. during this 
action bas resulted in a recommendation of a D5C award. 

Again this day, a formal request tor reinforcements tor the 
1st Ede was sont to Division. 

(J) let Bde Al'Il1ortld Operatione againat the 3.3 VC and 275 VC 
Regilllen ta (21 Aug 68): 

(1) OperatiolUl against 275 VC Regt: 

for the third da, a lat ade Tuk Force consisting of tw 
mechanised companies at the 4/23 1n1' (M) and nAN Troop, 3/4 Cay contacted 
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ele.nb ot the 275 VC Regt. aatride Route 26. The TF launched a ground 
attack againet the enelllY that lIIOrn1Dg aupported b7 the direct tire trc. 
taw Rnd 50 cal "'a ot the APCa, aa well aa indirect tire trolll artil­
ler;y and Ana:r helicopter til'8 t.... Tbie righting continued to alllloat 
darkne .. when the ene..., broke contact. 

Th1e ti_ the Taek Force vaa reintoreed juet betore dark with 
an ARVN Ranger Sn and I ordered th1e co.bined toree to hold the moet 
advanced detenelble pol1t1on on Route 26. 8o_r, I alao ordered 
that ena ot two Mch int COll):&niell ot the TaSk Foree be detached and 
.ant to RAWLINS III FSB to provide combat aneuver torca. tor ita night­
time dataMe. Th1e turned out to be a t1me~ BIn becauae' elelllllnt. ot 
the 275 VC Regt. attacked RAWLINS III FSB late thet D1cht. 

<.~) Operat.1oDII againet 33 VC Regt. I 

Late on the II10rning ot 21 Aug 68, one IIIIIchaniud COlipallT ot 
the lis Int (X) and the Combined Reconnaiseance and Intell.1gence Pla-
toon (CHIP) or the 1/5 Int (X) were conducting a reconnaissance in 
torce on plrallel axes on the BIill CUI Rubber Plantation. The mech-
anised co_panT -IV' with tw platoone up and en in reaerve contacted 
what ap):'4lared to be tw battal10ne ot the 33 VC Rest. A one hour fire 
tight eneued in which wave atter wave ot the 8D&II\Y ... eaulted the com­
JOIln;y. The leading llix araed personnel carriere were assaulted bY' 
hundreda ot ene..., VC troope firing RFG 2 and 7 rocketa point blank at 
the APe. and the ground infantr;y, reaulting in .1x APes being eet aflae 
and the leading friendlY' ground intantr.y being o~e~d bY' the attack­
ing enelll1 intantr;y. 

neapite the com»>.n;y'a use of fire ot all its organic e_ll arae 
and 50 Cal MGa, and the resulting enell!.Y 1088e" or 182 (body count) the 
enelll,T continued to launch vave8 ot a8sault. again8t ths COIIIp&nY'. 

All the officers and subordinate leaders ot the leading two 
Flatoone including the COll1):&1lY' coaaander ot the .ech compan;y were kil­
led in th1e one hour engagement. On~ one of ticer, a 21.T, who waa 
the platoon leader ot the reeerve platoon, va8 not killed. He decided 
to withdraw trom contact before the re8t ot the COllp8n;y vall overwhelmed 
and deetroTed by the large enamy torce 8ssaulting his coapaQy. 

When I arrived on the acene ot the contact in II!.Y C and C heli­
copter, the mach comran;y had broken contact with the eneDT and was . 
entering the DAU TIENG Tactical Operational Base approx1lllate~ 5 kilo­
meters trOll: the scenc ot the action. When I learned what had happened, 
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I ordered the Bn CO lis Inr (M) to conet1tute a counter-oattacking toree 
and move ~diatelT to a J:Osition along the aut II1de or the BEN CUI 
Rubber Plantation; and be prepared to launch a countllr-attack with tM) 
cOllplniee of the 2/:n In! to be aimobUed trom their RIP area 1n the 
tore st. northweet ot TAl NINH TOSB. The lIs Int (M) eent ~diatelT 
II reinforced Mch inr company to II poe1tion on the autern edge of the 
BEN CUI Rubber Plantation ae I bad ordered. In the meantime the Bn CO 
and I directed art.iller,y, AJ'lIIT gun ebipe and air et.rikea on the enem.r 
in the BEN CUI Rubber Plantation. 

The reintorceaent ot approx1:matel;y 200 aen troll the 21:n 
Inr was aCCOllrlished, but it toOk.everal ~ra beeaUie ot the tact 
that the 2/:n Int el_nte had to march out ot the tcrest to pick-up 
zoneeJ lIIId also with onlJr one a1rlllobile COMpal\t I bad to ettect tour 
eorties with a turn around time ot SO Idnut .. tor each eortie. It vae 
atter 1700 hour. betore the reinforcement vae t1nallT completed and it 
was getting dark with the late afternoon showre impending. Both Bn 
co~nders and I deemed it tacticallT unsound to launch a night attack 
with euch s:&&11 forces against the enem.r in .trength into the BEN CUI 
Rubber Plantation at night when the advantage was on the eide ot the 
enemy. COl'lllequently, I decided to wait until dawn and launch a coorcl­
ina ted attack from both wst and east and attempt to destroy the 33 VC 
nest in betwen. 

(1) 1st Bde briet1ng of US and ARVN corps co_ndere 

In the atternoon, I conducted a br1efing on the eituation 1n 
the let. Bde TAOR for Lt Gan Kerwin, CO II Field Forcee, Lt Gan Thr1, 
CO III ARVN Corpe and lo'.aj Cen WilliAuon, CG 2Sth Int D1v. At th1. 
briefing I again po1nted out that the 1st ade lacked IUtfic1ent combat 
rower to eurround and destroy the enellY regiMnte attacking 1n the lst 
Bele TAOR. Also, I eta ted that in lIlY judgement the eMIlY had launched 
hie "Third Offena1veR againat the 25th In! D1T and vaa att_pting to 
ettack and deetro;y one or ~re US bas .. 1n the let Ede TAOR. 

Further, I stated that 11.1 intell1gence estillate also reveals 
that the enem.r is attempting to keep open at thie time bis main infil­
tra.tion route, through the MICHELIN and BEN CUI RUb.ber Plantat10na, 
in Cirder to move one or t.M) d1Tieiona eouthvard in preparation tor an 
attack against. Saigon in the near future. 

I reco_nded that the lilt Bde be Nintorced with a IIinimulll 
ot two artillery bat.t.eriee of 10S_ or 15S111111 and one infantry batta­
lion. That these rein!orceaents together with one mach battalion ot 
the 1st Bele be employed fram Cheek Point Taneo eastward along Route 
239 thru the DEN CUI Rubber PlantAtion to interdict both day and night 
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the en .. y in1'1ltrlltioD route thru thia area. At the _ t:lae the 1st 
Bele'a other Mch battalion at. DAU TIENG would interdict. t.he enemy in­
filtration route t.hru the MICHELIN Rubber Plantat.ion. Further that 
anot.her Fire Support Baae conaieting of two (2) artille17 batteries 
(SCOFIELD FSB) be poaitioned u.ediateq on Route ~9 to .uppcrt let 
Bele RIF opera tiona againat. t.he enelll7 in t.ha t. area. 

Lt Oen Kerwin acreed wit.b lIlT e.t.1IIIate of the a1t.uat.ion and 
at.ated t.het. the let ade ahould have been re1Jltorced two d.,. before. 

RAlintorce.nt.e for the let. Bele wre acreed upon b7 Lt OeD 
Kervin and Lt. OeD Thri to con.1st. of tile Slet. ARVN Ranger Bn to be 
OrCON to the let. ade t.hat. afternoon upon arr1.val in the l.t Bele TAOR. 
Add1tionalq one ARVN Airborne Brigade troll SaigoD 1IO\Ild be coDm1t­
ted &leo tbllt. night. or the following daT but it. exact mia.ion _s 
not det.ermined at. t.hat time. 

Further Lt Oen Kerwin direct.ed HaJ Oen 111111 •• lOn to put a 
Brigade Headquarters at DAU TllNO to ci1l'11ct tactical operationa in 
the BEN CUI and MICHEUN Rubber Plantationa to interdict the enemy 
infiltration route t.here. He .tated that the let ade TAOR w. too 
large an area for ono brigade to handle conaidering the large .ne~ 
forc •• operating t.here. 

HaJ Oen Willu.son agreed to my tactical plan of a coordin­
ated attack by the TF 4/~ attacking east along Route 2.39 and TF 2/27 
attaclciog west thru the BEN CUI Rubber Plantat.ion to destrol' the 33 VC 
Regt. in the BEN CUI area. He also agreed to t.he establieluaeot of t.he 
SCOFIELD FSB on route ~9 to .upport offen.iTe operation. in this area. 

The 51st ARVN [(anger Bn arrived in the 1st ad. TAOR lat.e in 
t.he afternoon. 22 Aug 68 and I had th1a Bn airDobiled into t.he TF 4/~ 
and OT'CON to th8lll. 

(k) let ade Defenaive/Orrenaive Operationa (~ Aug 68)1 

0) Defense of BUELL II agalnat 174 VC Regt. 

At arproximately 0100 hours. 23 Aug 68 the 174 VC Regt attacked 
by fire and ground aasault BUELL II FSB (aee No. 12 Map - Tab B, Incl 
13) • The enemy at.t.ack wall alr.lost an exact coW of the fir.t attack by 
tho 273 VC Regt, except the eneJ117 eaployed twice the amount of .artar. 
and RPG 2 and 7 rocket tire. Atter tbr.e houra of enelDY tire and 
.. sault. the eDIIII\Y ceased hie attack. without having breeched the peri­
meter ot BU~LL II FSB. 
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The let Bde torces in BUELL II poured out a deadl7 austained 
tire ot 105J11111 and 155_ "Beehive" and ·Firecracke~· 9O.a tank gun 
cannister and _11 al'lllS which IIIOwed down the eneDIT ground aaeault 100 
meters froll! the perilleter of the defensive poaition. The enemy suttered 
92 KIA (body count) while the US casualties were 22 VIA. 

(Z,) Defenee of RAWLINS III FSB against the 275 VC Regt: 

At approximatelT 0100 boww, 23 Aug 68, elements of the 27S 
VC Regt launched an attack by tire aDd &round assault aga1nat RAWLINS 
III FSB. Arter three hoUl'll this enelll7 attack vae repal,sed b7 the tiree 
of let Bele torcee in RAWLINS III FSB. The enellT suttered 38 KIA (boc17 
count) and the US caaualtiea ware 1 KIA and approx:l.aatelT 22 WIA. 

(2) let Bde coordinated attack againat the 33 VC Regtl 

At dawn, 23 Aug 68, TV 4/23 reintorced by the 5lat ARVN Ranger 
Bn attacked aouth alon~ Route 26·and then eaat along Route 239 (eee No. 
13 Map - Tab B Incl #3). At the eame tille TF 2/27 reintorced by 1/5 
Int (M) attacked west thru the Bl£N CUI Rubber Plantation (aee No. 14 
Map - Tab B Incl #3). 

TF 2/27 made contact with an en~ force in the BEN CUI Rubber 
Plantation consisting of approximatelT one CoarafIY apparentlT fighting 
a delaying action. 

TF 4/23 made no contact with the enellT and JIIOved rapidly to 
aecure the area for eltablialuaent of SCOFIELD 1SB. Then an AVLB waa 
brought up to allow the armor to cross the blown brldga alte on Route 
239. By noon one battery or 105m wae 1mplacad and reacb' to fire trolll 
SCOFIELD FSB. 

The armored column IIIOved rapldl7 acroea the AVLB bridge eite 
and eei~ed the air field jult west of the BEN CUI Rubber Plantation 
and then the 5lat ARVN Ranger Bn vas ai1'lllObUed into this airhead. 

The TF 2/27 broke thru the emllT delaying torce and linked up 
with the TF 4/23 at the airhead. The 33 VC Hegt had aprarentlT moved 
south to avoid being traprad by the convergiDg torces on them. The TF 
2/27 had k1lled 10 of the enemy delaying force (body count). 

The 33 VC Regt block of Route 239 had been brokBn. for the 
first time in 3 daye the entire MSR in let Bde TAOR wal clear and the 
first convoy rolled from TAY NINH TOSB to DAU TIENG TOSa that afternoon. 
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At 19)0 hOUN the area east ot NS &rid line 39 was raaaed to 
the 2d Bde, 25th Int. Alao the 2/27 Int an, 1/5 Int (M), RA· Troop, 
3/4 Cav, ReCOD nt )/4, and the 5lat Ranger an wre plaoed OrCCN to the 
2d Bde. 

(1) lat Bde attack against en...,. alllCush (25 lug 68) 

On 24 AUI 68, Maj Clen Willia_OD ordered that all ot the 2/34 
A1'IIOr in the let lide TAOR would be OPCON to tile 25th Int Di., and would 
.oft to CU CHI at 0600 hours 25 AUI 68. He etated that let Bde would 
etill be held resJ:Oneible tor all ot it.. llieeione except that the., 
·clear and .ecurs the )1ST lIi.aionn wuld haw a low priorit;y and would 
be acoolRplished only &I the torces wre available and the situation 
allowed. 

Thus the combat maneu1lllr torca available to the lat ade con­
siated ot the 4/2) Int (M) and two ritle cOll~e8 or the 3/22 Int. 
In Rl¥ judgelllllnt these torces vere barel,y sutt'icient to detend the .1x 
(6) us basea in tha 1st Bde TAOR. Further, it did not proude sutti­
clent combat tores. to react quickl,y to an en...,. attack ot nltn batta-
110n eise; and it reduced the torces "to clear and secure the )lSR" to 
a level that would not allow tor adequate recollDllusance in torce along 
the IISR to provide aecurity tor the dinaion cOl1W7s each day. 

I diapatched a telet;ype message to Div Hqs on the 24th ot 
August pointing out the above estimate ot the situation and made ~ 
request tor one infantr,y battalion to be assigned to the lat Bde to 
adequatel,y pertorm its assigned missions. Howver, no additional 
troops were .. aigned. 

At 1145 hours, on 25 August 68, a 25th Int DiY con.,o;y of ' .. , 
apJroxillatel,y 95 allllllUllition and ruel vehicles vith their own securit;y 
wu ambushed as the;y moved north trom CU CHI to TAY NINH. The ens~ 
alllbush ws on both sidea ot Route 22 located aOIRe 4 ldlolll8ters north 
ot GO DAU HA. vhich wu the extre.. aouthern part ot the 1st Bde TAOR 
(.ee No. 15. Map - Tab aBa Inc13). 

The ambuah consisted ot a reintorced en...,. VC battalion ot 
5 comranles in roaltlon along 2500 .. ters on both aides ot the road; 
tour ensm;y comranles were located in a trench on the eaat side ot the 
road along the edge ot the Lit.tle Hubber PlJIntatioll, and one company 
vas located on tho veet. slde ot t.he road in a v:Ulage along t.he 2500 
meters ot the road juet opposite the Little Rubber Plantat.ion. 
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Onl,y the laet 15 vehiclea of the co moT were ambushed result­ing in one ammo vehicle in the northern part ot the ambuah being dea­troyed fond let Atire whilo the eouthern two vehicle. (a Jeep and a 2 1/2 ton truck) were de.troyed on the aouthern eDd. In between were 12 prime mo"'re with _nition trailers loaded with 105_ and 155_ artillory aJIVI'o, whoae drivera lI8re IIbaing and whoae prime movera wore not operatiol141 beeauae the tire. were tlat troll 1III&1l anaa puncture. and the motora were ino)'lerati ve beeauae ot enell\1 1II8l1 aJ'1118 action. 

I learned at the ..wah at appzoox1lla.ts17 l200 hours rro. IQ' brigade TOC whicb received the information troa IQ' aecurit;y torcea e Co, 4/2) Mach which were epeediDI to the acene ot the ubuab to dea­troT the enelQ' and aecure the ale.uta ot the convoy involved in the ambulh. 

Upon arrival at the acene at the aabuah, I saw that one pla­toon ot the Co Co, 4/23 Int (which conaiated ot two anaored peraonnel carriere am 10 _n under a 2LT) vaa heavil,y engaged with a large enell\1 torce in the aouthern part ot the 4IIbulIh 111 the Little Rubber Plantation. The remainder ot C Co, 4/2) vaa engaged with the enelll1' at the northern end ot the aabuah. Heav;y -111,1 til-e vaa being received troll the Little Rubber Plantation and the Yillage 111 the north. 

Lacking any .talId-bj- reaction toree., I :lJnJdiatel,y requested ot divbion that one troop ot the )/4 cav which under division control move froll CU CHI to the acene ot the action; aDd al80 trom lat Bde reaoureea that one Com.any ot the )/22 In! 1IIbich vall conducting a RU' 5 kilometers north ot BUI!J.l. II Fire Support Baae, be allaembled and air­lIIObiled into the northern end ot the ell8lQ' _buah site aa quickl,y aa polaible to reinforce C Co, 4/23 Int. 

Further, a timel,y lIuggestion b;y the Diy ArtT CIdr, Col So.ners, to :nove 155I11III batterT trom TllANG BANG to GO DAU }fA to give fire IIUpport to 1st Bde force. va. quicklT agreed uran b7 Col SOIInera and lII,1aelt and within 2 hours lSS- batter;y .... tiring in direct auprart ot the action trom GO DAU HA. 

In the meantime, the platoon ot C Co, 4/23 Int at the aouthern end of the ambuah vall heavil,y engaged and about to becoverrun ao I directed aerial IIcout teama to be diverted trom recon millsions in the TAY NINH area to the southern part or the allbuah to aupport by fire the platoon in trouble there. In addition 1111' C and C heUcopter made lIix rasaell over the en8lll1' until 111,1 craw cbiet vas wounded from AK-47 fire coming from the enemy in the Little Rubber and the village. 
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Br th1a tiae B Troop, 3/4 Cal' arrhed troJa the 'outh and I told the~ the .ituation and ordered the. to attack the en-.y aabuBh in the south and como to the aid ot the platoon ot C Co, 4/2.3 Int under heav,y attack there. 

B Troop, 3/4 Cal' illlllled1nte17 went into the attack from route column along the road to envelope the en~ on the lOuthern end ot the &llhueh. The, enerq reacted violently wit.h RPG 2 and RPG 7 rocket tire and ... 11 arllll againet the B Troop attaok, and in the next .30 ainut.. ot beny tighting the Co CIIdr ot B Troop &lid. 4 othe" wre killed and ap~te~ 10 wounded, but cw.r 30 e~ wre kllled in thi. ti.ro. ticht. 

At thi. tiM I had to lea..,. lIlT .taUon over the battletield and return to TAY NUH to retuel. Betore leaving, I pat Lt Col Neilson, Bn CO ot the 4/2.3 Int (K) &8 Ta.k 'oro. co!llllllLnder ot all the troope in thi. battle. He had Just arrived on the acene at the battle with the airmobile companr carrying C COlipalV', 3/22 Int into the DOrthern en4 of the Ulbush site to reWorce the two plAtoons at C Co, 4/23 Int (K) vIIo vere tighting the enlllf there. 

While lIlT C and C helicopter waa retuel.ing at the TAY NINH Tac­tical Operation Baae, I .... nt to lIlT brigade '!:OO where I leal'Dlld that the G-3 Section ot the 25th Int Di v . desired to kDOw it I could _ploy an intantlT battalion of the 506th Int to tNP the en...,. in the Little Rubber. I readily agreed that IUch a reintOl'cOJll4nt could be protitably employed to trap the .n...,. in the Little Rubber by aitinobU. meaDB. I agreed to pick out landing son.. and to accept OPCON of th1e battalion when it arrived in lIlT TAOR. 

Aa ~rt ot the agreement, I wo agreed to relieve the airllobile comrany which va. a •• tgned to the lat Bele and g1 l'e it back to the 25th Int Div to make it available tor the reWorcing battalion airlift. How­ever, I heard nothing IIOre regarding thia pI'Opoaed reWoroe .. nt tor the reat ot the battle in t.he Little Rubber. 

While at the lst Bde CP I met Cpt Phillipe who waa CO ot C Co, 4/23 Int (K). He told .. he had been on a lIIill8ion tor b1a battalion and he desired to join hie compal\1 which waa e",aged with the enemy in the Little Rubber. 

I aped back to the Little Rubber in lIlT C and C helicopter With Cpt Phillips aboard. Upon arrival at the Little Rubber I learned trOll LTC Nielson that he had coJllllitted C Co, 3/22 Int and his 01«1 C Co (-). 4/23 In! as teal! in an attack from north to aouth thru the en...,- occu­pied village to destroy the ene. there. 
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I alllo contacted bY' radio Lt HedleT who vas actins CO of 8 Troop, 3/4 Cav vh1ch was on the .outhern end of thlt Little Rubber .... bush IIUe. He told lDII that he had broken the ellBIIT resistance there and th··t the enemy WIlS retreating north and northeast thru the Little Rubber. He also stated that OlIO of hill platoolllS _II bacU;r Ihot up with 5 KIA and over 10 WIA. 

I ordered ba to leave the ahot-up platoon with the platoon trom C Co, 4/23 In%' (M) and thtlt this t... WO\1lQ ha ... · the lI1aa1on ot acting as block to tbe en..., to pre .. nt bill troll IIOviJI& torces .outh­ward out ot the Little Rubber and &lao to pNVent el)ll~ lIIO ... ent troll the enH17 held Tilla .. eaatward acro.s the road all4 into tbe Little Rub­ber or .outhward I aleo this team .e to protect. the 12 lmocUd-out carlO vehicle. along the road In the allibush aite area. P1lla1lT. I told him tbat I was landing nearby with ~ C alld C hel100pter to drop ott Cpt Phillips "ho 1IIOuld c_nd this teaa ot a t.wo platoon blocldn,g foree. 
Despite heavy ground fire coDdng frolll the enemy held T1ll.& .. , rq C and C ship successtull;y landed _ntar1l;y in t.ime to drop Cpt Phillips safel;y into his combined torce area. 
I then ordered Lt Hedley, acting CO ot B Troop, 3/4 Cav to pursue the enllmT through tbe Little Rubber as part ot the propo.ed rlan trom G-3 25th In! Div t.o des troT the el'JSIIT in thlt Little Rubber by airmobil1ng a battalion of the 506th In! into the IlOrthern pert of the Little Rubber. 

Atter getting B Troop (-), 3/4 Cav JIIOuna at rt11 direction into the Little Rubber, I received a radio call trolllHaJ Gen Williamson who ordered .. to move all those knocked-out vehicles fro. the ambush eite to TAY NIMH. I exrl&1ned to Mllj Gen Willi_on that the drivers ot those vehicles were MIA and that the pr.bIe IIOvers wre all shot up and that I would need to elllploY' "reckere to mo ... those -..bushed vehicles; and _ t iltportantly I must fil'llt e11lll1nate the e1l81111 forces in the Little Rubber and the ene~ held villa... Maj CeD Willi.allleon kept in­siating on the radio t.hat I move thoae vehicles first and I assured h1lll that. I would do lIlY best to move those vehicles as he desired. I then ordered Lt Col Neilson on the ground to IIOYII his forces on to the road to secure those vehiclea and start to nacuate thelll to TAY NlNH. 
H1a forCeD ilIImediate17 calM into heav en81l\Y contact with an enelllY COII~n,y locnted around a p1go<ia t_ple located on the north end of the Little Rubber just to ths eAst of Hi~ 22. This en~ COIlpaD1 waB the _in enelllY ele.-nt which wall holdin, the IlOrtbern end of the ambUllh. 
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I then directed by air, the lIIOveaent of D Troop (-). 3/4 Cav 
thru the Little Rubber to a position just behind the en~ held pagoda 
temple grounds and in 15 minutes the ene~ position was broken by the 
attecking elements of the C Co. 3/22 rnt and C Co (-), 4/23 which com­
bined force wns lead by Cpt Hansard (CO of C Co, 3/22d) attacking the 
enemy from the west of B Troop (-), 3/4 Cav attacld.ng the enelD,Y froll 
the east. The Surviving enellY frolll the pagoda temple area fled south­
It'lrd 300 llt'lters thru the Little Rubber and joined the main ene~ forces 
located t.here. 

Again r direct.ed Lt Col lIenson to gst t.>toee convoy vehicles 
evacuat.ed and t.old hilll to take charge of t.he forces involved while r 
rerueled back at. TAY NINH. 

I refueled and aped back to the scene of the action to find 
that the enemy was still in st.rength in the center of the Little Rub­
ber with some 300 VC in a t.rench which ran perpendicular to Route 22. 
The trench was arproximately 300 lIIeters long and the eneay waa resist­
ing fiercely from this trench and south along Route 22. Lt Col Neilson 
rerorted that he waa unable to IIOW any of the convoy vehicles. because 
of the strong enemy forcea still holding the ambush aite. He aaked for 
rermiaa10n to go to TAY NINH And refuel and I allowed him to do a o. 

B Troop waa advancing southward thru the Little Rubber againat 
the ene~ in the trench while the tealll of C Co, 3/22 and C Co (-), 4/Z3 
were moving southward also along the west aide of Route 22 (in the enem;r 
held vill~ge side of the road). 

I contacted the B Troop cOJllllander (lLT Hedlq) by radio and 
asked wh·'lt the llituation was and he told me that he was heavily engaged 
with some 300 VC in a trench some 100 meters to his front, !'urther that 
the enemy was USing RFG 2 and 7 against his force and the enem,y !llllall 
aI'1:1S fire was intense. He furt.her st.ated that he was low on aamunition 
and also th~t. his vehicles were low on ruel. 

I ordered him to assault the en~ held t.rench with fire and 
movement. He did so and reported back in 10 minut.es that. t.he enemy 
resiatAnce WIIB wry strong and he vas unabls to 110ft forward wit.hout 
more infantry. 

I then ordered Cpt. Hansard (CO, C Co, 3/22) t.o move his infan­
t.ry to join B Troop in an assault of the en.,- held trench. He stated 
t.hat he was almost out. of alllllUnition. .r ordered him to redist.ribute 
his anmunition and quickly join forces''idth B Troop (-) and make th1a 
assault and destroy the ene~ in the t.rench. Further, that. he, Cpt 
Hansard, VclS the commander of this cOlllbined force on the ground. 
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Cpt Hansard redistributed his ammunition among his company but 
had to leave one of his platoons in the village because they were out 
of ammunition. With the remainder or his comr.any he joined 8 Troop and 
together they aSSAulted the enemy held trench. After 20 minutes of 
intense fightin~, both compa~ commanders reForted to me that the enemy 
was in great strength in the trench to their front and in positions on 
their flanks; and that the enemy fire power was too strong for them to 
close with and destroy the enemy. Further that the Cpt Hansard's infan­
try eleMnta were almost out of MIIIIunition, also the enelllY was aggres­
sively nttelllrting to surround the Task Force using his superiority ot 
numbers and firo power. Both requested permisllion to withdraw their 
forcee from contact to regroup, reeupply with am.unition and then attack 
again. 80th etated a180 that it was aJ.moat dark and to stay in contact 
with this strong ene~ force in the rubber forest, without sufficient 
AJIIIIIUlIition (over 300 VC VB approx 100 US) 'IoIOuld result in the enelllY 
having a great tactical advantage of numbers and tire pater as well as 
darknees to surround and destroy this Task Force. 

I ordered the forces to disengage from the enemy and fight a 
withdrawal action moving northward and go into a defensive position on 
the road just north of the Little Rubber and be prepared to attack again 
as soon ns a~munition resupply was accomplished. 

The Task Force under command of Cpt Hansard skillfully efrected 
this withdrawal just as a very heavy rain storm hit the area bringing 
total darkness and heaV'J rains which prevented evacuation of casualties 
and resupply of ammunition for over 4 houre. 

At ar-prOXiJllately 1830 hours just 30 minutes before leaving the 
scene or the action to refuel, I contacted Cpt Phillips who ws in com­
,lIand or the team in the south (consisting of one platoon of C Co. 4/23 
and the one h<'lrd hit platoon of 8 TrooP. 3/4 Cav) and appraised him at 
the actions of Cpt Hansard's forces on the northern end of the Little 
Rubber. I then ordered him to form a tignt defense perimeter in his 
area located ofr Route 22 just south of the Little Rubber, and to pre­
vent the enemy from getting at those conTo), vehicles on the road north 
or his position. He acknowledged my orders and stated that he only had 
a PRC-25 and thlit he had to I1lOve out fast to assemble his force and form 
a defensive rerimeter; further that he had 5 us dead and scme 15 US 
wounded and his team was al:moat out of allllll1mition. Further, I ordered 
him to keep a man on his radio and that I would resupply his force with 
s!Illlll arms ammunition within an hour. 

Fifteen minutes later I contllcted an Ilmlllunition resupply heli­
copter and attempted to direct it to Cpt FhUUpe position but I could 
not contact him on the radio. Then I made several passes with my 
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heUcorter over his rosition to attempt to locate thell. However, the rnin storm w,'s so severe by this time that all helicopters had to leave the area of contact because the visibility (darkness combined with heav,y rains) became 110 /Xlor and the ceiling so low that the helicopters could not fly under t.helle we:.ther conditiona. 

While all helicopt.ers ware grounded for so.. four hours I put Lt Col Neillon in charge of the ammunition resupPlY and evacuation of casual tiel tor the northern team. 

Again at arrroxiDlate17 2JOO houri that. night Maj Oen William­Ion telerhoned me at ~ Brigade Tactical Operation Center and ordered me to protect and secure all US property in the ambush site. I told KaJ Oen Willialllllon that I would do D\T best to pootect this US property and we would attempt evacuation of th8lle vehicles that. night if at all posllible. I told him that. I was havi", the northern team employ a searchlight tank to PUt 1llW1l1n&tion &ad tire on the i'Oad to rrotect the convoy vehicles in the ene~ held ambush site. 

It was arrroJdmately 00)0 hours that I flew on over the area or contact and directed sun shipe and air strikes int.o the Little Rubber. The enemy held village was not struck by artillery or air power to pre­vent destruction of the village and possible loss or V1etnaJllese lives. 1 also 3tternpted again to contact by radio am by making passes with lIlY helicorter to locat.e t.he southern force ot two j:latoons under Cpt Phil­lips but with no succels. 

About 0100 the northern foree detected what they thought were enemy clbbing on the knocked-out trucks and trailers on the road in the ambush site. I directed sun ships against this supposed enemy tiring only mini-suns to drive the ene~ off and not damage the US rroperty in the convoy. 

I had l.t Col Neilson gat on the ground with the Northern force to attemrt to retrieve the convoy vehicles. However, he stated that it would take 12 wreckers to move the convoy and all the ground commanders believed the enemy .as in the area in strength and that retrieval opera­tions at night with enemy uround would result in hellY'1 casualties. 

The weather clouded in ngain and at 0200 I had to cease air strikes and gun ships in the are£> and return to TAY NlNH; however artil­ler,r was kept going pounding the Little Rubber, and the searchlight tank kept surveillance over the area. 

Back at ~ brigade TOC I had Lt Col Neilson att8llpt by radio and telerhone to contact Cpt Phillipe and his torces. He told me at 
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0,300 hours arrroxilJl&tely that he had contacted friendly elements at 
GO DAU HA that stated that Cpt Fhillipe' forces had moved to ('.0 DAU HA 
to bring their dead Imd wounded there and t.o get resupplied with anlllO 
and that they were moving back to their position on the southern end 
of the Little Rubber as I had ordered them to dobetore. 

At 03,30 Lt Col Neilson and I decided on a battle plan tor the 
eariT dawn attack against the en~ in the Little Rubber and the ene~ 
held village. At 06,30 the northern forces started cautiousiT moving 
southward clearing the road and flanks as they II\Owd southward. 

At 07,30 I contacted by radio the southern torces under Cpt 
T'hillipe and he was in position on the southern part ot the Little 
Rubber forming a block to ene~ !!IOvement southward. He contirmed to me 
th"t he had moved his torcea to GO DAU IIA that night to take care ot the 
dead and wounded and get anmunition resupply. 

By 1000 hours the antire ambush area had been swept claar and 
the evacuation of the convoy vehicles bepn. Some 5 of the 12 vehicle. 
were combat losses but almost all ot the trailers with artillery IIlIIIIIO 
were in good shape and bro~ht out sateiT by wreckers. By 1500 hours 
the ambUSh area was clear ot all salvageable vehicles and by 1800 hour. 
that day all salmpable vehicles had closed TAY NINH TOSS without inci­
dent or accident. There were 104 ene~ KIA (body count) am 126 possible 
ene~ KIA while US losses were 12 KIA and approximately 38 WIA. 

(m> 1st Bde Detense/ottenae Operatioll8 against the 275 VC Regt 
attack of RAWLINS III PSB (27 Aug 68): 

At 09,30 hours, 27 Aug 68, approximately two (2) battalions ot 
the 275 VC Regt attacked by fire and ground assault the 1st Bde torces 
in RAWLHIS III FSB (see No. 16 ot Map Tab B, Incl U.3). 

This second attack of RA~ILINS III FSB was a much stronger attack 
than the first one in that IIlUch IIlOre IIlOrtar, RFG 2 am 7 fire was used 
by the enell\Y to supf;Ort their close assault of the US base. Alao the 
enem.'/' made more determined ground assaults to breech the peri_ter of 
RAWLINS III l'SB as evidenced by the many dead on or near the defensive 
wire ot the rerimeter of the base. 

The attack lasted for approximatel1 ,3 hours with the defenders 
employing direct tire of the 10;" batter" using "Beehive and Firecracker" 
and the 50 cal MG fiN of the ArCs, as well as mortars and small arms. 
Artillery suprort fires were employed from TAY NINH TOSB and BUhLL II 
FSB to round the enemy attack positiona around RAWLINS III FSB. 
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At first, light Army gun ship tolUlI8 searched the area to attack 
and destroy retre"till8 on8lll,Y. Ground troops troll the 4/23 In!' (M) 
searched the are8S around the base to capture or destroy en~ elements 
attempting to escape. 

A search of the area revealed 58 enelllY KIA (body count) and much 
ene~ equipment and wearons were captured. The 1st bde forces sutfered 
only approximately 8 lilA. 

a. Results: 

During the period 5-27 Aug 68 the 1st Dde successfully accom­
rlished all missions assigned to it. The results wre victory in battle 
in 14 engagements with a nUlBltricall,y superior enemy who waa aggressively 
attacking to destroy US forces and bases in the let ade TAOR. The 
successful derensive and ofrensiYB operations of the 1st Bde contributed 
aignificantly to the dereat ot the VC "Third Offensive" launched on the 
night of 17-18 Aug 68 againat the US bas os and TAY NIBil City in the 1st 
Bde TAOR. The BnOlly suttered OYBr 1,200 KIA (body count) and U3 loSS88 
were approximately 85 KIA. However, aubsequent intelligence has revealed 
that the enelllY sutfered over 1,500 KIA and oYer 2,000 WIA during this 
period or heavy contact (17-27 AuC 68) with the 1st Bele, 25th Inf Div 
(aee Tab C, Inc13). 

b. Profesoional Teamwork: 

These victories were primarily the result of the professional 
tealllloiQrk allOng the combined amI! (Infantry, Armor, Artillery, Combat 
Engineers, and COllbat Signal) of the units ot the 1st ade ably supported 
by the collb"t service support units of the 25th InC Diy, 1st Signal ade, 
588 ):;ngr En and units of the 1st logistiC&! Comand stationed at TAY NItIH 
and O4U TIENa TOSSs. 

Further, ths outstanding fire support rendered by the Air Force 
(FACs) tighter bombers, B-52 strikes and flare ships all of lIhich contri­
buted significantly to all of the victories of the 1st Bele. 

The Army helicopter "Fire T_" and "Scout Te&ms" provided out­
standing close fire support end reconnaissance to all ot the operations 
or t.he 1e t Bdo. 'l'he Army he l1coptera flew thousands of hou ra, many of 
which were at low oltitudes and in bad weather against an aggressive 
eneill,)' that employed sull arms fire and anti-aircraft MG tire at every 

32 

-------.-,---~--.---.-------~~.-----.----
--.------------.------.----.. ---~ .. -



FOR --'OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

onrortunlty. fJ.any Army helicopter Cre'WlDGn were Wounded but fortunately­
none were killed and no helicopters were lost. 

Of significant honorAble mention was the outstanding leadership 
and bravery demonstrated by the young £5 and E6 NCOs who successfully 
co~~nded more than 75% of the infantr,y and mechanized platoons of the 
U;)its of the 1st Brigade during this period of heaV'J close combat with 
the enemy. 
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