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( • DEPAR'lMENT OF THE ARMY 

Headquarters, 101st Airborne Division ArtllleI7 
1C1st ~irborne Division (Airmobile) 

APO San Francisco 96383 
• 

(Airmoblle) 

AVOO_DA 2J May 1971 

SUBJECT: Reconnnendation for AHard of the Presidential Unit Citation 

Con~3llding General 
101st Airborne Division (Airmoblle) 
APO 96383 

1. The 4th Bettalion (Aerial Artillery), 77th Artillery (Airmobile), 
101st Airborne Division (Airmobile) is reconnnanded for the Presidential 
Unit Citation for the peri.od f\ February 1971 to 8 April 1971. During this 
period of t:i1re the recommended unit 'ms ste.tioned in northern llilitl1r:l' 
Region 1, in the Republic of Vietnam. 

2. Fro'll 8 February 1971 to 8 ADr:il 1971, t.he men of the 4th Battalion 
(Aerial Artillery), 77t.h Artillery (Airmob:ile), 101st Airborne Division 
(Airmol,:ile), cisti.'1fUiShed themselves in combat by repeatedly disple.ying 
extraordinary heroism against hostlle forces "hile in suppO)~t of operation 
La..'l1son 719. The battalion resnon~ed to all calls for fire support from the 
aerial reconnaisance units of the 101st Airlcorne Division (AirllObile) and 
the asseul t elements of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam involved in 

intense gro1IDd combat in "'estern Laos, as ",ell as in northern Hllitary 
Redon 1. The battalion "'as directly involved in every major airmobile 
operation conducted c1uring Lamson 719 and provided devastating direct 
aeriaJ. fire support to the numerous beleagu.ered maneuver elements. The 
aerial rocket artillery battalion complled an extraordinary record of 
cc·urage and devotion to duty during the entire operation. 



Su:n.:AH.Y OF RECO:TI-!EtTDATIOF FOR A'JARD OF PRESIDEl7TI:':.L rUIT CITATIOH -. . _-------._--,_._---._-------- ------ ------------,------
4th Battalion (Aerial Artillery), 77th Artillery (Airl1Xlbjle), 101st 
Airborne Division (Airl1k)rJ_Ie), U.S. Army. • 

lGSSIOl-:: 

To provide aerially l1Xlunted rocket direct fire support to the aviation 
elements of the 101 st Airborne Division (Mrmobile) and to provide close 
and continuous direct fire support to the assault el,ements of the 1st 
Infantry Division (ARVIT) , 1 st Airborne DivJ_sion (AI'tVH) and all other 
attached and assigned units vithin I Corps (ARVIn inyolved in the Laos 
incursion. 

CONCEPT OF CP3P.ATIC]l 

The a.erial artillery battalion (lIRA) 1,'8.S assi['lled the mission of general 
sup]X)rt to ;[('[V Corps, U. S. Army, which in turn ,·JaS :responsible for all 
the fire support afforded the ARliN units in. operation Lamson 719. To 
provic1e the needed fire supoort it Has necessary to dedicate all the 
available air assets ,.,dthin the battalion ,dth the exceDtion of six air­
cre.ft. These six aircraft >Jere allocated on the basis of tHO aircraf't per 
battery to ensure the availability of a section of A."'tA to ans"er reouests 
fer fire support from units in contact Hithin the division area of operation. 

EXECUTICF 

The /,th Battalion (Aerial Artillery, 77th Artillery (Airmobile), 101st 
Airborne Division (Airl1k)bile) began support of ;<I>pera'tion Lamson 719 on 
5 February 1971 by establishing a forvard command post at Khe Sanh. From 
the command post cor.u:nmications ;rere estabIished lrith the ma.ior ARiiH units 
and coordination Has effected Hith all unit.s concerned, both U.S. and AR'JJ.1 
to outline the procedures to be used in requesting aerial rocket artillery 
fire support. 

To insure raDid response to reauests· for fi.re, all t'l.e aircraft committed 
to sup]X)rt the operation Here launched before dal.J!1".rl1en possible, from 
their respective battery locations at Camp Evans, Camp Eaf'J.e and Phu Sai 
so as to arrive at the ARA laager pad immediately af'ter first light. -~-­
Normally six aircraft remained overnight at Khe Sanh Hith the pilots 
continuously on alert near their aircraft a.uaiting receipt of a fire mission 
from the command post a feu hundred meters al.ra.y. ~'1lel1 the first mission de­
briefings were received at the oommand post, it 1·'8.S '3vident that operating 
in Laos Has going to be quite different from the area the unit was used to. 
The terrain and weather Here similar but the tremandous al1Xlunt of anti­
aircraft (AA) fire directed at the ARA aircraft ws not completely 
anticipated. 

-+----------------_._---- -- -------------------------~------



The a.erial rocket artille:rymen are ',>ell lmo'!tl for their ability to destrc·y 
entiaircraft "eapons and are called upon to do so :"eg;ularly; but the aviators 
had never before encountered antiaircraft fi.re as..intense as it '·.ras du:ring 
this operation or corning from pesitions as Elxpertly placed as those in Laos. 
Rarely was an antia:ircraft weapon firing by itself. The A?Jl. Dilots often 
found themselves attacking and destroying pairs af antiaircraft ,.,eapens "hile 
being fired u]Xln by yet a third. All the skill and courage they could muster 
was needed to give close and continuous fire support to f:riendly elements in 
contact "hile the enemy was directing intense antiaireraft fire ae;ainst thei.r 
aircraft at the same time. 

The enemy '-.ras equipped ",ith antiaircraft ,.'eapons rangmg in sbe from 12.7= 
machjne guns (l!;G) up to 100mm radar guided machine gu:ns. ARA aircraft Here 
engaged by 12.7mm, 14./,=, 23mm, an'" 37mm machine 1pl!ls as Hell as Itutomatic 
small arms fire and Jndirect fire systems. ~'heir aircraft '-rere hit ,.,ith 
frightening regularity throuS'hout the operation but undaunted, the AHA pilots 
continued to provide the ~st accurate di:rect fire th9.t could be provided by 
an aerial delivery system in support of tro(>ps on the ground in close contact. 
The ARA fires Here pl!lce~ as close as 10 meters or closer Hhen the situation 
dictated the necessity. When the mission required relief on station such as 
in the case of the heavy fightinG around Fii:e Bases Lolo, Aloui, Drom, 31, 
Del ta en~ nmnerous others, the aerial artillerymen vere rearminG anCl. re­
fueling from morning to night to remain overhead in support of the beleaguered 
friendly elements. 

The aerial artillerymen 1.rere also caJoled upcn to protect the cre"? of d01-med 
aircraft in i=.inent danger of being killed or capt1msd. The blanket of 
protective fire corning from the ARA Cobra played a key part in effecting the 
rescue. Pilots of medical evacuation aircraft found their mission a little 
less hacardous ,.,hen the aerial artillerymen kept the advancing enemy forces 
pinned to the ground. 

Planned ai~bile combat assaults by the ARVE forces sometimes involved up 
to 1 ~O UH1H aircraft in order to mainta:i_n tactical integrity of the unit. 
These aircraft landed the troops in a landlng zone (LZ) barely bir enouzh 
for 2 aj.rcraft at a time. Aerial roc'{et art:illery aireraft tea..~ec1. ,d th tube 
artillery, high performance aircraft and other gunships to protect the UH1H 
aircraft during the assault. Sortie after sortie was flo1.f!l amid intense 
enemy antiaircraft fire. 1'llien the as saul t '·ras complet,sd and all the elements 
Here on the ground, the aerial artillerymen remained on station to to con­
tinue their support of the units should t.hey ]:oecorne immediately engaged 1-dth 
the enemy. 

------------------



The aerial artillerymen dist:lnguished themselves c'a;r '1:f'kr c1ay :in the face 
of :Intense enemy fire ,.rhile provid:lng devas'!:."'!:.il'!,, ilirect aerj.sl fire support 
to the A.'l.''1J forces :In contact. The sup!Xlrt persoruoel of the batt8_' .ion as 
",ell as the pilots and na:ln tenance personnel ,>ho rema:lned night and day at 
Khe Sa'lb ~!ilid the constant shell:lng deserve the highest praise. They truly 
performed in a manner that was beyond the call of duty. Hor"_~J1_g long ho=s 
dur:lng the day and then stand:lng guard duty at night is no small task. The 
men of the battalion responsible for repair:lng tIle C;2.112.::;ed Cobra aircraft 
,.rorked around the clock to return badly needed aircraft to mission ready 
staus at da1,m of the next day. It Has a tearl effort of the highest caliber 
that resulted in their outstand:ing success. 

Throughout the entire operational period the men of the aerial roc1:et 
artillery battalion Here dedicated to support:lng the forces of the Army of 
the RepUblic of Vietnam :In need of aerial rocket direct fire sUP!Xlrt. Day 
after <lay the aerial artillerymen attacked the advanc:ing enemy forces 
disrupt:lng their elements vith devastat:lng fire power. Although the operation 
lasted a relatively short time, the battalion amassed en :incredible total of 
enemy killed and enemy equipment destroyed. 

The facts conta:ined :In the citation and thi,1 su-'llIllaryare a matter of record. 

LEE E. SURUT 
COL, FA 
Command:ing 



The AH.V:~ incursj.Ol1 into I'aos '·T2.S desi.?ne"l. to he a f'lst rr!ovi;:1 ~~, coorrJ:iJ.12.t8rl 
inJ'pJ.ytJry/ar!;k)I' op8rc.tion ,:dth t.he miS.d.OD to see1·:.-out an r1, (e;tro;;~ the 
ene'l1Y and his cache sites al1d to interdict the road netHor'" refered to 28 

the ;.T\Q Chi 11mh Tre.:i.l, denying too enemy use of these eas~r aCC88S routes 
for transporting supplies into tbe Republic of Vietnam. 

Heavy reliance 1-TaS planned upon the use of allied fire support al1d a.11iecl 
air assets. The operation Has to be a continuous, hard hittinz air~bUe 
oper"tion utUh.i:1g as mony as 1;n UB1H lift aircraft at a time to air 
assault the ~l.'r;; forces il1to selectec1 lan:'in," zones. The rules of 8l1'"8)"0-

'.' W Q 

ment outlined for U. S. forces involved in supporting tre oper'ltion 'Tere 
specific enC! restricted U. S. g,round forces from par"t.5.cipating in tJ19 
.,::rouno. fightins in Laos. In a,-'ftition 110 U.,S. ar~visor~r personnel ~"t;>.re 
aJ.luTed on tl18 :::1"01.1.')"113 ii.l raos eitJ-ler. The sin:-::le m::".1n factor r:1QJ:in::: tJ-:.is 
operG.t~.on noticeablY dif.'ferent from other U.S. involved oper2tions ':Tas 
the 18..c~;: of one overe~l co:r.t"'J13)1der, such as is normal :in a jo:int opere.tion. 
In actua2.ity :'here "lere t~lO co-e'lue.l co:r:n~J10eJ:-S :i..21volved. ene liBoVinS 7,he 
entire ma.neuver force and the other having the air assets and fire sup~ort 
systems. 

In response to the 1Jl.~r; inCUrS2C)1 ii.yto Laos berdnning 8 Fe1"irD.:::.ry i~?1, t,he 
70B ~ro:'1t :IeadnUr'lrters, l':orth Vietn';1lUeSe Ar\7if '(~':VA) jn::'il trat.er-: il1to 18.03 
to encage the A:rJ:T forces. The 70B Front Has activ9.t,€1c1 in Cctober 1 ~70 to 
operate in t 1::',e aerea of Ei,'.:~h, .. ra:r 9, south!3rn Laos and gestern ~.rj11~-: Linh 
Prov:ince (r), r-Torth TJietna";1. It is composed of three infantry divisions, 
(;,OC,t.h, .304th 8116. 3~·Ot.b.), the 559th Transi)o:rt:ltion '":'I'OUp, at le8.st t'10 

artillery ree:i.rnents, one armor regiment plus numerOUE: 8ul)1'JOrt :ce;::iments 
having several 8l1tiaircraft battalions. The 2nd E1.;;~ Division, 1.7hio11 nor;::l,.3.l­
ly operates in southern ~'~ilitary Ilec:i.on 1, 13.110 the 3?L)j ;nfantI'Y iJiviz~.on 
~ '" th V' tn ']'U't Re' <T>' Thi U (""0"1''') 1 ' oJ. ... ;or ~e 8..til S .l ~ ary f~011 .l.r~ en uue .... _I..l..1. U0re ai"so unCter 

th8 oper::ltional of the 70D Front r'turmp: Lamson 719. E:le:'Ylents of t.he 3?Oth 
EVA Infantry DiTf:i sion began op9re..tinr.: in an area nest of Ban Done C:'J51.3S) 
':lith tIle mis,Sion of att.?c~:i!1g· ele:!119nts of the 1st A;i.Tn~ ~\iJ:'l:ornc Div::'.s~_on. 
Th .,..,.1..- ?I"\r,.L' l·il~ j\' •• - • .c"·l~ t ~ , t L .I"J. ..L,. .,,--,-;,:;- I" 
J. e e;:.iV~re ..J11~"l'{'.'. ~'lo. _J~vJ.SJ.on m.L.:I .. "ra 8u, 111 0 'aos 8 .. '. uer LdJ8 .~~ ... :!.orces 
basan oper.s.t:in: in 311 area north of B2n Don;~. Its mission ',ra5 to 3:t,t~d-;: 
/i:i:V.'i forces a10ns the 1032B/92B roarl complex to relieve the m:J'Lmtinr; 
pressure applied by the A.1Vl'1 forces and to attempt to open these roa~S into 
North Viet.l1alu. The ['8th InfantrJ' Resiment, 308th Division "o,s sent to the 
anied stronghold at Ehe Sal1h. The 102nd Regiment, 308th Clivision was to 
initially operate along I'igh'ray 9 north of Lao Bao (XD7037). The 24;; 
Regiment and elements 0;:' the Clth al1d 66th R'"p;iments ',"ent further south 
beloH the Lao Bao arec.. :Jith the mission of attacl:::inc the AJ1.1n~ forces :in 
Laos al1d interdj.cting Hi[h'TaY 9 bet~'een Lao Bp.o al1G Ben Done;. 

-----------,-----,----------_.----_._-_. 
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During infiltration, the 36th and 102nr1 Infantry Regiments of the 308th 
Division an 2 the 24B Infantry Regiment of the 3('4t11 Divis:col1 suffered heavy 
losses due to U.S. Air Force B-5::' strikes and engar;ements 1·lith Al{'m 
forces being supported continually by aerial rocket artillery CUt:.) 
aircraft from the L,th Battalion (Aerial ArUllery)., 77th Artillery (Airmobile). 
The enemy forces received initial replacements for some of ttese losses 
Hhen the 544th Infantry Battalions of the 5th Regiment, 350th Train:L'lg 
Division infiltrated into Laos in mid-February. 

By 18 February 1971, ene:::y resistance to the Lamson 719 operation incre".sed 
to the point ".,'here EVA forces 1.rere able to consolidate and organize, counkr­
attacks against A,RVN forces. Elements of the 102nd Regiment, 308th Division 
supported by heavy volume of ground, antiaircraft, artillery, rocket and 
mortar fire, attacked the 39th Ranger Battalion at XD 605512. Although tMir 
attack forced the ARVN forces to evacuate the area, it also resulted 
in heavy losses for the 102nd ns/,i'rlent. Two battalions of the 102nc~ ::tegiment 
were rsn r1.€red combat ineffecti\ts •. 

The enemy initiated their first coordinated infantry/armor attack of the 
operation ,{hen they assaulted elements of the 3rd Al\iVt, Airborne Regiment 
at Fire Base (FE) 31. en 24 February 1971, the ene~w employed armo!' and 
infantry in wave assaults until they overran the FE. SubseQuent co1'1b"t in 
the area resulted in the enemy losing at least 27FT 76 Light A.mphibious 
tanks and an undetermined nuraber of T 54 medium tanks. A Prismer of :':ar 
(EI) revealed that the 24£ Regiment and the 36th RegiMent, 308tb Divisjon 
~lere the infantry forces involved in the attac'!:. In a counteratt3,c': on 
27 ~\e·hru&.ry 1 S71, the eneD;? brougl:t main gun tanl{ fire to bear on FB 3·''"'. 
H01'lever, this time arlJk)r ':as used only in a supporting role. Follo',inC; the 
launching by the eneW; of several counterattacl:s, enern;y- antiaircraft 
units movea, East to bloc'!: the allied air aSflaults. DurinI' this per io c1 

enemy antiaircraft fire tool~ a heavy toll on allied helicopters. 

On the southern flank of the operation, enemy support units and elements 
of the 32/E Division continued to exert preBsure on the 3rd ARVU 
Armored Rero:iment. Alon!," the Quang Tri border, 1 st Ranger Group (.i.E1!;::, 
elements made contact on 3 and 4 Harch 1971, with larp:e ener.!'J forc8S. 
Captured documents indicated these "ere elements of the ['8th Re~iment, 
308th Division. 

The 2nd ARVl! Airborne Division Fas also heavily engaged in early Harch 
1971. On one occasion an element of the division received 1,000 rounds 
of indirect fire from enemy f'.2mm mortar pos:itions folloved by a groun(', 
attacl: by an estimated enemy battalion. Th" friendly elements sustained, 
very light casualties, Hhile inflicting heavy casualties on the attackin;o: 
force with the aid of aerial artillery and tactical air support. A 
PIl later revealed the attacking force to be the 25th Sapper Battalion, 
a subordinate unit to the 70B Front. 

~-"------'---
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With increased reinforcements and supported by nwnerous E52 strikes, TAG 
Air, aerial rocket artillery and tube artillery ARVN forces again started 
to lIXlve IJestHard. The 1st Regiment, 1st ARVN Divt/;!ion troop lifts into L2 
Lolo (X04337) met with stiff enemy resistance and int~nse antiaircraft 
fire. The 2nd Regiment, 1 st A..B.11N Division a:ir assaults into LZ Sophia and 
L2 Liz met with light resistance. At all th:ree landing zones, searches 
revealed heavy enemy losses due to allied air and artillery preparations. 
The next combat assault, into L2 Hope (X0331+8), also met ,lith light enemy 
resistance. 

The lIXlve by ARVN forces onto the escarpment south of the Ie Pon River 
required the enemy to realign his defenses. Initial A<'iVN incursions into 
the immediate Tchepon area appeared to catch the eneMY off balance. 
Visual reconnaissance throughout the area of operation indicated increased 
mo"lement of enemy gro1ll1d 1ll1its a.lbng 'lith field and antiaircraft artillery 
elements. The enemy began preparations for immediate counter activity and 
attempted resupply of his forward most elem~nts. 

A P" report indicated that the 1st Viet Cong regimmt I·ras to conduct a 
coordinated attack ,rith infantry anc1 armor against FB Aloui. Another PH 
confirmed the fact that the regiment suffered no less than 500 casualties 
in that attack as a result of aerial artillery and TAG Air strikes. ARVN 
elements discovered a destroyed 122mm h01·rit"er and tl{O multi-tube 12?mm 
roc'wt latmchers south of FE Liz on 10 1·larch 1971 indicating tha.t the 
early Harch 1,,71 shelling of FB Aloui and FB Lolo Here conducted from 
this location. 

A read out of 7 March 1971 aerial photograpby revealed. tHO caJllOuflaged 
100mm antiaircraft Heapons near route 1032E at XD5958. This supported tbe 
belief that the enemy was increasing the sbe as I·Jell as density of his 
antiaircraft capability in the western demilitarized zone (ll·;Z) in an 
effort to protect infiltration routes. 

Documen ts recovered from enemy bodies on 11 }'arch 1 n71 near FE Delta 
identified the 141st 1,V,,\ Repiment, 2nd !'IVA Division. Extensive attac):s 
on AR'm fire bases indicated the increase of the use of conventional 
artillery by the enemy. He also chose to engage in c01ll1ter battery 
activi ties against U.S. artillery positions along the Q.uang7r:i (PJ 
border. Enemy field artillery was kno,}!l to be increasing its lIXlbility to 
prevent destruction by aerial roclret artillery and TAG Air sent to destroy 
the suspected artillery locations. The 675B Field Artillery Regiment Has 
knoMl to have been involved in much of the shelling of allied fire bases • 

. -----------------,--._----.-- ---,--.:r-----....... ---- -_. 
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TITE A'cARD 

SllNE..'t STAR 

USTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
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LEE E. SURUT 
COL, FA 
Command:!ng 

._---------..... -"---

1 

15 

4 

5 

2 

o 

55 

5 



( 

• 

( ( 
AVOO_DA 20 1'0.7 1 C 71 

S:T:?JECT: Recommendation for AHard of the Pres5_~~nt5r-'J. U~ .. d.t Citation 

3. The :Inclosed documentation "ill amplify the performance of the 
• recommended unit. 

Incl 
1. Summary of Reconmendation 
2. Narrative Description 
3. Maps 
4. Su.:ml'.ary of 3trengths and Casual ties 
5. List:lng of Units 
6. Proposed Citation 
7. Ind:i.vi111~~ VttlOro;'l:3 -'~"crcls 
8. Combat Damaged Aircraft 
9. Summary of Contribution 

LEE E. SU:1UT 
C('L, FA 
GOJ'T:lc.no.lnf!, 



--y--~----me- VdM se y el ar 
s" for reaching a political 
'ment in the Middle Eas~. 
t the statement warned 

.!ry government, every ~e­
nsible politician must reahze 
t the alternative in the 
Idle East is such - political 
lement or a military clash." 
he Soviet Union said it will 
allow Israel "to break up the 
.b National Liberation Move­
'1t" or "to overthrow the pro­
ssive regimes that have as­
ted themselves in the U.A.R. 
l other Arab countries." 

, 
,leen 
le Nears 
g four major rail unions from 
iklng was passed Dec. 10 and 
lires at midnight. The other 
ee unions settled with the 
-riers earlier this month at 
ge hikes averaging 44 per 
It over 42 months. 
:'he Labor official also indi· 
ed he was authorized to 
,ak for both sides Sunday in 
<"ing that talks would continue 
-.;t the midnight deadline if 
-'l'e were no prior agreement. 
)sery said the bottleneck in 
'fent talks were three major 
rk rule items complicated by 

; consolidation of four unions 
o the United Transportation 
lion after the latest rail con­
lcts were signed. 
As an example, he cited the 
~ of two·way radios by train 
ews who make up most of the 
ion's members. The old 
·ions each had different pay 
d work rules for radios, on 
l!ir use, he said, 
'n hailing the strike and bar· 
19- any resumption before 
arch 1, Congress voted also a 
,5 per cent retroactive pay 
lse. 
rhe four AFL·CIO unions, 
lile not bargaining as a unit, 
! had been seeking a 40 per 
nt pay hike, a cost-of-living 
f)vision -and other benefits-, 
:y had averaged about $3.50 
1 hour. 

gl eSSOI S, tile <'Statement Sdtu, 
"This aid will be given further," 

In other d~velopments: 
- The Israeli cabinet met 

Sunday f~ discuss the latest 
Middle East peace moves and 
reporte~ly to take a critical look 
at President Nixon's Middle 
East policy, At its last session a 
week ago, the cabinet authorized 
Premier Golda Meir and For­
eign Minister Abba Eban to 
draft a favorable response to an 
Egyptian declaration of wllling· 
ness to make peace, 

.. as PIcpUlca 101 lU;OgliitIvh 01 
Israel and would accept a com· 
pletely independent Palestinian 
state on the West Bank of Jor· 
dan . 

- Egypt declared Israel was 
"closing the door" to peace by 
refusing to withdraw from occu· 
pied territory., The Egyptian 
charge was made by govern~ 
ment spokesman Mounir. Hafez, 
who also said Egypt considered 
an Israeli reply delivered Fri· 
day to U.N. mediator Gunnar V. 
Jarring a rejection of the J ar­
ring proposals. 

-asked the Pentagon for an ex­
planation and a discharge, if the 
Army somehow has forgotten 
Meschl. 

Meschl, now 73, says he was 
inducted with about 120 loca' 
men the day after the war end· 
ed. "Now I'm going to send yOJ,l 
home to await further word," he 
says an officer told him after he 
was sworn in. 

"it's about time I found out 
whether they're going to let me 
out or keep me 'til I drop dead," 
he says. -

A heavily·armed American helicopter gunship, 
taking its nlcknam(> "God of Hell Fire" from a 

popular rock tune, lUts off from Khe Sanh to 
support ARVN troops In nearby Laos. (AP) 

jay Viets Rush Fresh Troops to Laos 
(Continued From Page 1) craft, including two air force passenger flights from Saigon Ulevich also said several 
~e been ,destroyed by air jets, have been lost in combat, have been cancelled and the American tanks moved from 

,.Ikes and ground action, South the spokesmen said. C130 flights put on a top priority near Khe Sanh farther t 
~tnamese spokesmen said. In all 16 000 South Vietnamese schedule to haul South Vietnam- wes 
~hree more American helh:op- troops 'were committed to the ese troops and war materials alon~ Highway 9 toward !he 
s were, reported shot down Laos campaign, but some of the northward.. LaotIan border as a blockmg 

Jurday I.n Laos, the U.S. Com· best units in the Army, mainly The sources told Wolkerstorfer force after reports that 10 to 15 
and _ said: Two America~s Rangers and paratroopers. have the troo~s had been drawn from North Vietnamese tanks were 
,re killed 10 the c~ashes? ral~- been badly cut up while defend. other umts all over the country. sighted six miles wes~t .of the 
'. the, total to 40 kIlled In aIr ing Landing Zone Ranger and Associated Press Photograph. border. The report was Iiased on 
tID,n 10 Operation Lam Son 719 Hills 30 and :n. er Neal Ulevich reported from the sighting of headlights across 
VIetnam and Laos, the c0l!l' Military sources at Quang Trl the northern front that a column the border and was not con­

md reported. So far 23 alf- told Associated Press corre. of South Vietnamese tanks firmed. Some officers tended to 

I.S. Says Stokely 
lwes 48G Taxes 
~EW YORK (AP) - An In· 
nal Revenue Service claim 
~~!~ __ i~l. t!le ... ~~o~x s!lOwe~ 

spondent Terry Wolkerstorfer crossed into Laos Sunday to re· discount it, but precautional1' 
that all scheduled U ,S. military lieve some airborne troops. measures were taken. 

Record Rains Rip Brazil, 79 Killed 
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~ _::.1" ~; f'boI> 1uM ., t1Iftt .,. ra~ aSPt!atr" ." a,": !Ia'\IY'~. 
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M'; i'.~ _~ -ell""" 1111IIIt.." eetMt he!! " .ihft> .. ~· ,., "a!'C~ ~"1 
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fl"}. tt';'.'. I'O~~ ¢"'!'~ t..., M -nlT fir. t1l(\ ..... w.1':!lJ" WlftlOl ~ltr'" 
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f.le.r'-"K'JI"", ".4~' fl" P!N!m • ...., artfI'r l!IIIIIrtailtlar ~ 10_". th~ r."~ 
flll"r: tL.,u.e' thet'!' ""It'7 tIIIIIIIIItf!flltUe*tl .tn II', 'l'\':~ fI!Il"/!".r; tc> ,,~t th" ~." 
vtt"'''Nt,., f'too.l,,,," lilt.- ~r T1'I {1'1. ~,_rtE ~r,t trol'l tI'I"V ~'!t,.!, 
.... 'fkdal~ .... Me $ II ...... '"' ........... lied .... -' 
tilt "M IV", . ... .. at .. ,. .... 1 , '" »tVof vt~l, !b'" .it. _ ., __ t17 .... ftrI ...................... ,.. •• 1 ... c-
_tm..~ .............. at\ealdt RIId_ .. ....". I ...... I4dle -tM •. 
trfR. ~ a\\a*.a ,... .. --'t elm .. fI! _tal ... J'l.4th .-4 ~'1h 
If .. H\oSa", at""9'.' " ,.... .. ~ ..... ..., ... ~ .. 
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.. ".. .. t17 pt"'" to .... .lImI ., ,\ ill .. ,..t IIl4 thc .at .. '.\!: 
'"'" ...... wtth "11' ."1'14 ....... 
... "~"bAJmt vI ...... l .... -.- tie. I _J'lNas..,cy vtI.1fl'I1' tc 

:.=te:.~~ :"J!.g~r~ ir.;.:::~ =~ :.: 
tift ... _" ~ l.'IItohu.,. ill,.... .t 6IppIJ1 WritV. 
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~.!'WI to "'1!I»1It.a to!' n... fN'II their .......... (¥ 4 Ar,.n ~q1'i, th~ 
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.. r ,~,U 1771 at ,ZlC ..... t...-n 7'19 ,.. .rtllllGll.,. a1o;!. 
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_ eN: d •• ~~~. fbft "lf/H tbaI'l _~ .. ~ 01' the 'U1t/\ ..,,, "'h~r­
.~ 'II'!. Ii,.'. We-inil:l' ~_ vu tat .... lOM~' tat.,.. lrl.h I! bml:~~ G'r~'~c~ (".!' 
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.}.liIIr'ttI or t.tw 111t Ml\1' A.tr'brme 1'UUl h" til J:t n.'. tlV.' "r tile dq;l 
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J. .... ~ ~ ,.... ...... fa at .. ..,... te ~ the iRvr: 4I!'llelme 
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t/',. lI:l"1Ja .., .... Ml:r tint h alNftft .N ... l....,l:IiIIJItlJ' ... t.1'O'1\!l':1 <!qe to 
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.... 1U.·' vtth '70 !IVA U.IJ:". 100 x t.4O ... ta,.'~ • lOIIJIIlIOl"t.al- l'OUn<'if!. 
rr: ... _MOIU' ..-.4s, 1 If ". Jeeou.. XU", , '-tlyUu ... l ", ... ;>011: 
.~ , • 11.'" Wl .sb0)w4. 'Gte ~ of .. l>attllS. tlev \he _H:~ ,.", 
lit INJ'!pc,.r ... two n.. ........... e .. ' Min. II: 2,,''- ",4? .. 1',O:X: ,. 
'."_ J«).~ 1.4'"' If .... .,...1IdIII.& "'\e] .,. Ibur ,!,~ dftNrt w::'t 1I'·t 
..,. ti,.. frea ":W tul4l' .. 1Ikt. _ ... atl'lWll1'\ WI _t &1I'l fII'Il,o 

-t.rDIM 1MMll'1a, ...... w ....... mra'tIr vldle ... JIIIII.lIlbtt 'h!I:,. 
&b'Im.t'l.... n01& ,.... ., KIll IIIab ..... ."... t.uD" to 1.le 1IeI'Io-
n,..blc • 
W, 1 ,. '(Ir!'eh el''i:ll!'!nt.A or tbe! 1st. M"'!': Itec1I1<'J!lt ""'"' Ia It,,~ ... .r eent"et ,11'h 
!II: Wl1<tlO',f) .f~ "''''Y "1'OIt "Ill' r~. ftlll f')o'~y t"N:llil \,Ill!'>' fl'l 
_.ll"P""'to _tH! or aerial 1'0<1\", ePtUlef'l" ~M.. AU '-~ht!l11 h\lr!ohe~ 
tr \1. 1ft. aWl fo1md \be AltVll .l~b tftUa, htll'r7 ",U~l'lt f'boc as \llt11 
all .. enaV"",lInd attut at .. , _.lw_17. ,. .. rlal artWerrm~·n 
t:l.",'I. locllt .. d the eDf1l1.'l bdbeat poeiUcm _~ ""1' oo~, .·tin' \)1"11- ri r.ln;: 
!"&mE. on thtI "lIlY ;pc.!t.!cr1a. I. z .. 1IO~8 .\! , • 1~. '71lr'l M" 'llt'd~1ce'm 
~~ aU_d. 'J:\tNe ,. .. l.t.r lIIa.ndMd to t. cteetft.,.~ by too lr". 
~tnit tbdr .ttet!ml _e'it to tM --t'1Y f\:,1'OIt1 at"lIpt1n!" to dHt...-:y tbrl 
.I.<:Y~ .I.-te, tM aerlo.l .. ...un ........ 4beeUar, .11.' do~1ly Cklh',;', 
.1I'C1"/I"'t IlI/IItn ml a'!ll.m Itt tbIt eel!!!? tr:l'OI'/a. c.a a1.Nrd't. '1181.'1 .hot cW·..m 
an<'t d_tro~! but tlIII eft .. uaII _CIl .,.Sn ~t! wthItn. ,"_ 4.'Cfth.,~ 
vat! Nnll.'t1y broken tM ARf. V\IIIIl .. !It«! dt.b '1'6 IVA l"r.'.'d" "x '2:':iIl 1Il!Irt.nrl:, 
, x ?frrr m~. 'If 12.'*" MO, , A'KI." aDd 1 l,&!:I .Ike,. lllllftchel' ... 1rtn:-3'\"d. 

~ ,., N.1rl'Ol: '1m.Ar.~. vas III!tin .. dm! at tho hard JlNa .. !! TT I.elo. "h" ... 
• r til, .. tt.l,1aa n..'1 D IIDure .-4 '" .1.. ......,. .,..d!Ut~ Yith 17 l'Wt. 
n ': .•.• C/rt" fJU. oo~~ vas Mt by .Ull!Joonrt 111'8 bat tM eobn. ~ot' to 
~t "f.>~' 'lie (be tell ctu. to tb!J *ill .1' tt.e ptlot til oolt1l'l1!11. '!hI> .,,.o.r:d'L 
V_I.! tneT. detePIII.w! to lit ..... n)'!lu •• 

Cc ", l{1U"Ob '97'1, tM 1.F.t. fbNal'd .... ""'" plIIIIt val!! t.bIt MtIn\'! 01' .. 1I1:Irt'l" 

.ttael· tbat ..... tull, ,....v ... tile """'1' ... et1'1 .... ..... or 

..... tal_ .... bll'" ,k], .... teeUar" ~.u.r u. .....,..MU1t • 
• _ ., .. \ettalke Wft ..... W vUh .. nA ow .., , n, ....... ~. 
':tao IIIIl'lat eJ'W.lelWtl ~t4 11JZ '14, , v;; ,it .... 1 AJt1C deIlt.J\7Je.~ $' 

t l!'.1C .... ". ,.. II p!JD!; ... l'I1 or ... ~'e\ U!'\Joat l'!hi .. !~ ,,!1; 
".. .. \ tbft4t 511fti' A\aft '- .... Itr1al .un.".. tv t.batr ~t't in t,h-
.\JeIl tt l1li taU. . . . 

" 

/ 
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'!'be 4'1V:. tb1'OM' __ 1II,twbs to ~tMft\l bw *. ~ the tIII4! er /,«rd 
f';''11. ",. .. rial U't.llle~ .~ at tbo Stall te> lIIftl'ride ~:;bt4h 
"'!llPMlllhv rfJ'lt 1Nr"O!'t to .. rrs.41,. ..,. .. t.1') .... ,. 1It4.-t .. d tlwt1'!" 1«'1," 
VI)' 'IIaok to ~1r ........ ., ... "',. ,... ~I:\f' 11 .au:::!' \fI," tl;g; 
... hI ..un.~ ~ _"'..,. _ ...... .r --. .... nt ~c~ 
V!e~ blotatlllr tIM ~ '- __ ......... ..,tII WbSlt .,. ..... ' tc 

... "' ... vt~ I '''''' , 

"'"'.' 14 ...... ., .... u. .. _ .t .. " .. Ia\\.u. (~ AIJoW.ltI:7'. '17.:,~, 
~Uh.\-u.). 1(t'lft Urio,.. .DIhiI_ (Ulwb!:le) ~. th"" .... 
..:1 .... ~ hpJOftta£ U. ~ .1' .. ..... t .... ~11o .r ,Utn,~. 
IMlr .... III' .... U ..... 4Ift7 vtt'b 0MFll." an.plIt'I tbr tilth- ta4tddu?1 
..... II _ fit .. .-ttu. "*' ..... ths. Wl1t Rta\e~ 

, ...... ,," 

, , 
,;11, 

t.Jll &. l!t1U'J';' 
CIT" '11 
.. lIi~b!! 

• <Mi!.: 
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Tot1,1 A? simp r'l 

51/? 

Estimoted 3i;reu.:tJl 
.37, ~(!0* 

dbL 
1 

Frien~J y !i'QT'cqs 

-'TEA, 
20 

MIL\, 
o 

Bne!'!y Forces 

Bo.!Jy Cprnt 
1187 

ProbgbJ e Ca:ma1 tjes 
Unlmol1n 

* Estimated strength T'lic':'ay through the operation. Does not include the 
55<oth 'TVA TrGl1spcrtation Group and its subordinate units. 
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PARTICIPATnm UEUS 

Part I. Units assigned and recommended for a1.rard of the Presidential Unit 
Citation. 

Unit 

1. 4th Battalion (Aerial Artillery), 
77th Artillery (Airmobile) 

2. Headquarters and Headquarters 
ServIce Battery, 4th Battalion 
(Aerial Artillery), 77th Artillery 
(Airmobile) 

3. Battery A, 4th Battalion 
(Aerial Artillery), 77th Artillery 
(Airmobile) 

"-. Battery B, 4th Battalion 
(Aerial Artillery), 77th Artillery 
(Airmobile) 

5. Battery C, 4th Battalion 
(Aerial .~tillery), 77th Artillery 
(Airmobile) 

Period 

8 February 71 
to 8 April 71 

8 February 71 
to 8 April 71 

8 February 71 
to 8 April 71 

8 February 71 
to <: April 71 

8 February 71 
to 8 April 71 

Previous US Unit 
Decorations and Dates 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 

NmlE 

Part II. Units attached and recommended for a"ard of the Presidenticl Unit 
Citation. 

1. None 

Part III. Units assigned but not recommended for a"lll.rd of the Presidential 
Unit Citation. 

1. None 

Part IV. Units attached but not recommended for a,rard of the Presidential 
Unit Citation. 

1. None 

LEE E. StJRUT 
COL, FA 
Commanding 
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PROPC\9ED CITATIOlJ 

PRESIDSITIAL lHIT CITATION 
• 

A'IAB.D OF THE plBSIDEiTTIAL UlGT CITATION BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITID Sl'ATES 
OF AHSRICA TO THE FOLLO'mm UlGT OF THE A.,,{·!gD FORGES OF THE U11ITED ST",TE3 OF 
Al'1ERICA IS CONFIRHED IN ACCORDll.NCE ';lITH PARAGRAPH 194, Aft 672-5-1. 

TIlE 4TH BATTALION (AERUL A.'tTlLLERY), 77TH ARTlLLERY (AIR:lOBILE), 101 ST 
AIRBORNE DIVISIOH (AIR·roBILE) 

TIlE CITil.TIOE ~ADS AS FOLLOiIS: 

THE I+TH BATTALIOH (AERIAL ARTlLLEJ1Y), 77TH ARTlLLERY (AIICOBILE) 101ST 
AIRBOR.'1E DIVISI0lJ (AIKIOE-H.E), DISTIl'IGUISEED ITSZLF BY EXTMC'mIlJA.'tY E3'tOrs:: 
AD,i.IHST A HOSTILE FORCE HElLE EHGAGED I:, 0PERATICES m TIlE KllIG1)Cll OF LACS 
.A;:D T;ill REPUBLIC OF VIETlrAJ.i BET'JEEtl TEE TIlil!: PERIOD 8 FEBRUA:,y 1 "'71 Ai'D 1) 
APRIL 10 71. TI:RGUGHCUT THIS PECi.IOD TF.E H3'! OF TIlE BA'l"ffiLIa·; ERAVED nrTE:TSB 
S;:m:-lY Fm ~lILE TIl SUPPORT OF THE ASS,\tjLT ]:LEilEiTTS OF THE A:l:;Y OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF VIETIUH NIGAGED n: HEAVY GROUlW FIGHTING AGAn:ST A NlU1ERIOALLY 

. SUPE:nOR E'lK;Y FORCE III TEE KIiiGDOH OF LAGS. l-IITPOUT HESITATICH TEE AERI.1.L 
ARIILLERYI;E", GClJTI:mOUSLY UUNC:iED THEIR AIliCRAF'T TO PLA'JE DESTRUCTIVE ~lJ.t3S 
lJl'C'T TEE E}'-;TIi'lY FORCES, pt)R8J2JG Tt-IE:,~ TO l·!ITHDR..\-;[. ;·mE~1 Th~ FRI~'TDLY ELE!.>!E~'·T3 

~}EllE BEI?CT 1-IA.1:?D PRE3SZD BY TEE E!:E:Y FC::CES, THE 1-1Z; OF T1-'~ AERli~ RCC~~3T 
.BTlLL3RY BATTALICV ?.ESPC)'DSD mmDIATELY TC RSIH'!'CRCS BY '!'IP.E THE BELE:.miE?2:J 
FP..IE~DLY ELE'::!:~TS \rr~ COHPLET3 DISlillGAaD FeR THEIR O'r.:T S.;'FETY. ALTECUG~~ 
IFTE'ISE :El:!KG FEE DlU;AGED E'VE.:n ADCilA."T IN THE BA'I'I'ALIW DUiUIrG THIS FERIOD, 
C!;'USIIlG HALF OF THE BATTALIO:: ASSETS TO BE DESTROYED OR TURtlED IN '!'OR 
REPLA8El~':;:;lT, THE ::E:r OF THE BATTJJ..ICl! DID NOT '.!AlVER. THE DETE?,:;FATlor, 
DE1JOTIOrr TO DUTY, lllDC;UTABLE COUll.AGE AND EXT?J,Cll.DD'!ARY HEROISt·! DE!OI:STRATED 
BY TIlE HR:BE?.3 OF THE /fTH BATTALICN (A3RIAL .... llTILLERY), 77TH ARTlLLEl'lY 
(AIlHCBILE), 101ST AIRBORtlE DIVISler: (AIR:OEILE), ARE TIl KEEPlllG '-lITH THE 

HIG,ZST TM::lITIONS CF THZ l!ILITARY SERVICE A.'1D P-E."'LECT GRE.l.T CRZDIT WOE 
THID'ISZLVES, TEEIR U;HT AI:D THE ~'!ED FORCES OF THE UlUTED STATES. 

-,---------------



t 

CCJ,mAT DAUGE1) AIRCRAFT 

TYPE AIRCJ."1.C<'T ASGN CDD (1) 

UH1l1 3 0 

AH1G 36 9 

TOTAL 39 9 

(1 ) Combat Damaged and Destroyed 

"2) ~ Combat Damaged and Turned In 

(3) Combat Da1naged and Repaired 

* For Period Covered 

CDTI(2) ·cmlDl 

0 

9 

9 

LEE E. SUE(UT 
COL, l'A 
Co IIIr.laI1 din Z 

0 

43 

4'-;-

TOTAL 

0 

61 

61 


