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AVDG-DA 20 May 1971

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Fresidential Unit Citation

Commanding General
101st Airborne Division (Airmobile)
APC 06383

1. The 4th Battalion (derial Artillery), 77th Artillery (Afrmobile),
101st Airborne Division (Airmobile) is recommended for the Presigential
Unit Citation for the period & February 1971 to & April 1971, During this
period of time the recommended unit +ms stetioned in northern Militzry
fegion 1, in the fepublic of Vietnam.

2¢ From & February 1971 to € April 1971, the men of the Zth Battalion
(Aerial Artillery), 77th Artillery (Airmobile), 101st Airborne Divisien
(Airmohile), distinguished themselves in combat by repeatedly displaying
extraordinary heroiem against hostile forces while in support of operation
Lamson 719, The battalion resmended to all calls for fire support from the
aeriel reconnaisance units of the 1018t Airtorne Division (Airmobile) and
the assault elements of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam inwvolved in
intense growmd combat in western Leos, as well as in northem Military
Re~ion 1. The battalion ias directly invelved in every major airmobile
operation conducted during Lamson 719 and provided devastating direct
aerial fire support to the numerous beleaguersd maneuver elements. The
aeriel rocket artillery hattalion compiled an extraordinary record of
ccurage and devetion to duty during the entire operation,




‘SEALARY. OF REGCIHENDATION FOR AVARD CF PRESIDENTIAL TNIT CITATICN

4th Eattalion (Aerial Artillery), 77th 4rtillery (Airmohile), 101st
Xirborne Division (Airmotile), U.S. Army.

MISSION :

To provide zerially mounted rocket direct fire support to the aviation
elements of the 101st Airborne Division (Airmobilzsj and to provide close
and continuous direct fire support to the sssault elements of the 1st
Infantry Division (ARW), 1st Airborne Division (ARVH) and all other
attached and assigmed units within I Corps (ARVN) involved in the Laos
incursion., '

CONCTPT OF CPTRATICH

The serial artillery bettalion {ARA) was assimed the mission of general
suprort to XLIV Corps, U.S. Army, which in turn wms responsible for all

the fire support afforded the ARVN units in operation Lamsen 719. To

provide the needed fire support it was necessary to dedicate all the
avallable air assets within the battalion with the exception of six air-
oraft. These six aircraft were allocated on the basis of two aireraft per
battery to ensure the availability of a section of ARA to angwer requests
for fire support from mmits in contact within the division area of opersation.

CUTICE

The /th Battalion {derial Artillery, 77th Artillery (Airmobile), 17st
Airborne Division {Airmobile) began support of operation Lamson 719 on
5 February 1971 by esteblishing a forward command post at Khe Sanh, From |
the command post commmnications were established with the major ARV units 5
and coordination was effected with all mits concerned, both U.S. and ARV

to outline the procedures to be used in requesting aerial rocket artillery

fire support.

To insure rapid response to requests for fire, all the aireraft cormitted
to support the operation were leunched before dawm,vhen possible, from
their respective battery locations at Camp Evans, Camp Eagle and Phu Bai

so as to arrive at the ARA laager pad immediately after first 1ight,i~
Normally six gircraft remeined overnight at Khe Sanh with the pilots
continuously on alert near their aircraft swaiting receipt of a fire mission
from the command post a few hundred meters away, When the first miscsion de-
briefings vere received at the command post, it wvas evident that operating
in Taos was pgoing to be quite different from the area the unit was used to.
The terrain and veather were similar but the tremendous amount of anti-
aircraft (AA) fire directed at the ARA aircraft was not completely
anticipated.




The @erial rocket artillerymen are well lmo'm for their ability to destrcy
antlaircraft weapons and are called upon to do so regularlys but the aviators
had never before encountered antiaglrcraft fire aseintencse as it was during
this operation or coming from positions as expertly placed as those in Lacs.
Rarely was en antiaircraft weepon firing by itself. The ARA nilots often
found themselves attacking end destroying pairs af antiaircraft weapons while
being fired upon by yet a third, 411 the skill and courage they could muster
was needed to give close and continuous fire support to friendly elements in
contact while the enemy was directing intense antlaircraft firve againsgt their
aircraft at the same time,

The enemy was equipped with antiasircraft weapons ranging in size from 12, 7mm
machine guns (MG) up to 100mm radar guided machine guns, ARA gircraft were
engaged by 12.7mm, 14./mm, 23mm, and 37mm machine suns as well as avtometic
small arms fire and indirect fire systems, Their aireraft were hit with
frightening regularity throuchout the operation tut undaunted, the ARA pilots
continued to provide the most accurate direct fire that could be provided by
en gerial delivery system in support of troops cn the grownd in elose contact
The ARA fires were placed as close as 10 meters or closer when the situation
dictated the necessity, When the mission recuired relief on stetion such as
in the case of the heavy fighting arownd Fire Bases Lolo, Aloui, Frown, 31,
Delta en? numerous others, the aerial ertillerymen were rearming and re-
fueling from moming to night to remain overhead in support of the beleaguered
friendly elements,

The aerial artillerymen were also called upen to protsct the crers of dovmed
aireraft in imminent danger of being killed or captured. The blanket of
protective fire coming from the ARA Cobra pleyed a key part in effecting the
rescue, Pilots of medical evacuation sireraft found their mission a little
less hazardous when the aerlal artillerymen kept the advancing enemy forees
pinned to the groumd,

Planned airmobile combat asseults by the ARVI! forces sometimes involved up
to 17°C UH1H aircraft in order to maintein tectical interrity of the unit.
These aircraft landed the troops in 2 landing zone (L7Z) barely tic enoush
for 2 aircraft et a time, Aerial rocket artillery aircraft teamed vith tube
artillery, high performasnce aircraft and other gunships to protect the UH1H
eircraft during the assault, Sortie after sortie was flowm amid intense
enemy antiaircraft fire. Yhen the assault rms completed and all the elements
were on the ground, the aerial artillerymen remained on station to to con-
tinue their support of the units should they become immediately engared with
the enemy,




The aerial artillerymen distinguished themselves dg7 after day dn the face
of intense enemy fire vhile providing devastating direct aeris] fire suppert
to the ARV forces in contact., The support personkel of the battalion as
well as the pilots and maintenance personnel vho remained night and day at
Khe Sanl =mid the constant shelling deserve the highest pralse, They truly
performed In a manner that was beyond the e2ll of duty, WerlIng longz hours
during the day end then stending guard duty at night is no small task, The
men of the battalion responsible for repalring the danaged Cobra aircraft
worked around the clock to return badly needed aircraft to mission ready
staus at dawn of the next day. It was a tean effort of the highest caliber
that resulted in their outstanding success,

Throughout the entire operational period the men of the aerial roclet
artillery battslion were dedicated to supporting the forces of the Army of
the Republic of Vietnam in need of aerial rocket direct fire support, Day
after day the asrial artillerymen attacked the advancing enemy forces :
disrupting their elements with devastating fiire power. &lthough the operation
lasted a relatlvely short time, the battalion amassed an incredikle total of
enemy killed and enemy equipment destroyed.

The facts contained in the citation and this surmary are a matter of record.

LEE E, SURUT
0L, FA
Commanding
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The ARVIY incursion inte lecs wes desirne? o he a fast meving, coordinzted

infentry/armor op=retion with the mission te ses™out and cestroy the
enemy and his cache sites and to interdict the road networ: refered 4o oo
the "o Chi Minh Treil, denyins the enemy use of these easy access routos

for transporting supplies inte the Republic of Vietnam.

floavy reliance was planned upon the use of allied fire support and 2llied
air assets. The operation was to be a continuous, hard hittine airmchile
operation utilizing as many as 120 UH1H 14ft aircraft at a time 4o air
asszult the ARTI forces intc selected laniing zones., The rules of engage-
ment outlined for U.3. forces involved in supporting the operation vere
specific and restricted U.S. ground forces fron participating in the
gromd fighting in Lacs, In a”dition no U.S. afvisory personnel trere
alloed on the sround in Laos either, The single mein facltor ma:ins. +
operation noticesbly different from other U.3. involved operations was
the lack of one overzll commmder, such as is normal in a joint operaztion.
In actuality there were tuo co-enuszl cormanders involved. Cne heving the
gntire maneuver force aznd the other having the adr assets and fire supnort
systems,

In response to the ARTY incursicn into Laos beginning & Februzry 1071, the
70B Front Teadruarters, Yorth Vietnamese Army (NVA} infiltrate” into Lazos
to engage the ARV forces, The 70D Front wes activated in Cetober 1070 *o
operate in the a¢rea of Hirhway ¢, southern Laos and western Vink Linh
Province (F), North Vietnan. It is composed of three infantiry divisions,
{BOCth, 204th and B‘Oth), the £59th Transportation “roun, et least to
artillery regiments, one armor regiment plus numerous sunport reviments
having several antiaircraft battalions, The 2nd Vi Division, which normal-
ly operates in southern lfilitary Region 1, and the 324F Tnfantry Division
of Yorth Vietnam's 1{{1itary Rerion Tri Thien Hue ((RTTI!) were also under
the operational of the 70D Front Auring Lamson 710, Elements of the 320th
EVA Infantry Division hegan operatine in an area west of Zan Dong {1735139)
yith the mission of attzching elements of the 1st ARTY Adrherne Divicion.
The entire 300th VA Division infiltrated into Laos afier the ATTT forces
began cperati

inz in an erea north of Eon Dong, Tts mission was to attnclk
AV forces along the 1032B/92E road complex to relieve the mounting
pressure applied by the ARVE porces end to attempt to open these roads into
North Vietnam., The £8th Infaniry Repiment, 308th Division rms sent to the
atlied stronghold at Khe Sanh., The 102nd Regiment, 302th Division was to
initially operate along I'iglhvmay 9 north of Lao Bac (XD7037). The 242
Regiment and elements of the @th and 66th Regiments went further south
below the Lso Fzo area with the mission of attacking the ARV forces in
Laos and interdiecting Highway O hetiseen Lao Bao and Een Donr,




ey
v

i )

During infiltration, the 36th and 10207 Infantry Repinents of the 308th
Division and the 24B Infantry Regiment of the 304th Division suffered heavy
losses due to U.3. Air Force B-52 strikes and engagements with ARVN

forces being supported continually by aerial rocket artillery (aRa)

aircraft from the Ath Battalion (Aerial Artillery), 77th Artillery (dirmobile).
The enemy ferces received initial replacemants for some of these losses

when the 544th Infantry Battalions of the 5th Regiment, 350th Training
Divisicn iInfiltrated inte Laos in mid-February.

By 18 February 1971, enemy resistance to the Lamson 719 operation increased
to the point vhere KVA forces were able to consolidate and orgenize: eounter-
attacks against ARVN forces. Elements of the 102nd Regiment, 308th Division
supported by heavy volume of ground, antiaircraft, artillery, rocket and
mortar fire, attacked the 39th Ranger Battalion at XD 605512, Although thelr
attack forced the ARVN forces to evacuate the area, it alsoc resulted

in heavy losses for the 102nd Regiment., Two battalions of the 102nd Regiment
were rendered combat ineffective, -

The enemy initiated their first coordinated infantry/armor attack of the é
operation when they assaulted elements of the 3rd ARVi Airborne Regiment

at Fire Base (FE} 21. (n 24 Felruary 1971, the enery employed armer end
infantry in wave assaults until thev overran the FE, Subseguent combst in
the area resulied in the enemy losing at least 27PT 76 Light Amphibious
tenks and an undetermined number of T 54 medium tanks, 4 Priscner of ar
(Fi7) revealed that the 24P Regiment end the 3%th Regiment, 30&th Division
were the infantry forces inveclved in the attack., In a counterattszcl: on

27 Fehiruary 1971, the enemy brought mein gun tank fire to bear on FT 27,
However, this time ermor was used only in a suprorting role, Following the
launching by the enemy of several counterattacks, enemy antiairerat

units moved Bast to bloeck the 2llied air assaults, During this period
eneny antigirceraft fire took a heavy toll on allied helicecpuers.

On the southern flank cf the operation, enemy support units and elements

of the 32/ Division continued to exert pressure on the 2rd ARVE ‘
irmored Reriment, 4Alonc the Guang Tri berder, 1st Ranger Group (4RV
elements made contact on 3 and 4 March 1971, with larpe enemy forces, !
Captured documents indicated these were elements of the &¢th Regiment,
308th Divigion.

The 2nd ARVI Airborne Division was also heavily engaged in early March
1971. On one occasion an element of the division received 1,000 rounds
of indirect fire frcm enemy £2mm mortar positions followed by a ground
ettacl: by an estimated enemy battalion., The friendly elements sustained i
very light casualties, while inflicting heavy casuslties on the attackin- |
force with the aid of aerial artillery and tactical air support. 4 i
P later revealed the attacking force to be the 25th Sapper Battalion, i
a subordinate unit to the 70B Front.,




With increased reinforcements and supported by numerous B52 strikes, TAC
Air, aerial rocket artlllery and tube artillery ARVN forces again sterted
to move westward. The 1st Regiment, 1st ARVN Divigion troop 1ifts into L7
Lolo {XD4337) met with stiff enemy resistance and intense antigirerazfit
fire, The 2nd Regiment, 1st ARVW Division air assaults into LZ Sophia and
LZ Liz met with 1ight resistance, At all three landing zones, searches
revealed heavy enemy losses due to allied air and artillery preparations,
The next combat asseult, into L2 Hope (XD3348), alsc met with light enemy
reslistance,

The move by ARWN forces onto the escarpment south of the Xs Pon River
required the enemy to reslign his defenses., Initial ARVN incursions into
the lmmediate Tchepon area appeared to catch the enemy off belance.

Visual reconnaissance throughout the areas of operation indicated increased
movement of enemy ground units along with field and antiairerasft artillery
elements, The enemy begen preparations for immediate counter activity and
attempted resupply of his forward most elements.

A P report indicated that the 1st Viet Cong regiment was to conduct a
coordinated attack with infantry and armor against FB Aloui. Another PV
confirmed the fact that the regiment suffered no less than 500 casualties
in that attack as a result of eerial artillery and TAC Air strikes, ARVN
elements discovered a destroyed 122mm howitzer and two multi-tube 122mm
rocket launchers south of FB Liz on 10 Harch 1971 indicating that the
early March 1971 shelling of FE Aloui and FE Lolo were conducted from
this location,

A resd oul of 7 March 1971 aerial photography revealed two camouflaged
100mm antisireraft weapons near route 1032B at XD5958, This supported the
telief that the enemy was increasing the size as well as density of his
entiaircreft capability in the western demilitarized zone (D7) in an
effort to protect infiltration routes,

Documents recovered from enemy bodies on 11 March 1771 near FC Delta
identified the 141st NVA Resiment, 2nd NVA Division., Extensive attacls

on ARVl fire bases indicated the increase of the use of conventional
artillery by the enemy. He also chose to engage in counter batte
activities against U.S. artillery positions along the QuangTri (F)

border. Enemy field artillery was known to be inereesing its mobility to
prevent destruction by merial rocket artillery and TAC Air sent to cdestroy
the suspected artillery locations. The 675B Field Artillery Regiment was
known tc have been involved in much of the shelling of allied fire bases.
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INDIVIDUAL YALORQUS 4A°7ARDS

TYPZ ATARD

SILVER ST4R

BISTINGUISHED FLYING GCROSS
ERONZE STAR WITE " V " DEVICE

AIR MEDAL WITH * V " DEVICE

PRESTNTED »

6
42
3
15

ARIY COAENDATION MEDAL WITH * V " DEVIGE 3

PURPLE HEART

GROSS OF GALLANTRY WITH PALM (RVN)

20

0

CROSS CF GALI.AIITRY WITH SILVER STAR (RVH)sg
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SUIJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Presitantis1 Uait Citation

3. The inclosed documentation will amplify the performance of the
recommended unit,

Incl LEE E. SURUT
1. Summary of Recommendation CCL, FA
2. Narrative Description Sormending
3. Maps

" Le Swmary of Strengths and Casualties
5. Ligting of Units
6, Proposed Citation
7, TIadiviiuz) Velorous rcrds
8, Combat Damaged Aircraft
9, Summary of Contributicn
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s’ for reaching a political

:ment in the Middle East.

t the
.ry government, every re-
nsible politician must realize
alternative in the
ldle East is such -— political
Jement or a military clash.”
he Soviet Union said it will
_allow Israel *“to break up the
'b National Liberation Move-
at” or “to overthrow the pro-
ssive regimes that have as-
ted themselves in the U.A.R.
1 other Arab countries.”

t the

statement warned

“This aid will be given further.’;
In other developments:
‘— The Israeli cabinet met

-Sunday td discuss thg-f latest

Middle East peace moves and
reportedly to take a critical look
at President Nixon’s Middle
FEast policy. At its last session a
week ago, the cabinet authorized
Premier Golda Meir and For-
eign Minister Abba Eban to
draft a favorable response to an
Egyptian declaration of willing-
ness to make peace. -

COUSTIITIUN ~0OT-

Israel and would accept a com-

pletely independent Palestinian

gtate on the West Bank of Jor-
an,

- Egypt declared Israel was-

“closing the door” to peace by
refusing t{o withdraw from occu-
pied territory. The Egyptian

. charge was made by govern-

ment spokesman Mounir Hafez,
who also said Egypt considered
an Israeli reply delivered Fri-
day to U.N. mediator Gunnar V.
Jarring a rejection of the Jar-
ring proposals.

asked the Pentagon for an ex-
planation and a discharge, if the
Army somehow has forgotten
Meschi.

.Meschi, now 73, says he was
inducted with about 120 local
men the day after the war end-
ed. “Now I'm going to send you
home to await further word,” he
says an officer told him after he
was sworn in.

“It's about time I found out
whether they're going to let me
out or keep me ‘til I drop dead,”
he says. -

een
e Nears

g four major rail unions from
iking was passed Dec. 10 and
vires at midnight. The other
ee unions settled with the
-riers earlier this month at

ge hikes averaging 44 per

it over 42 months.
“he Labor official also indi-

‘ed he was - authorized to .

gk for both sides Sunday in
ving that talks would continue
st the midnight deadline if
‘re were no prior agreement.
Jsery said the bottleneck in
rrent talks were three major
Ttk rule items complicated by
» consolidation of four unions
o the United Transportation
:dion after the latest rail con-
1ct$ were signed,

As an example, he cited the
# of two-way radios by train
ews who make up most of the

ion’s

members.

The old

Jons each had different pay
& work rules for radios, on
#ir use, he said. _

:n halting the strike and bar-
1g any . resumption before
arch 1, Congress voted also a
.5 per cent retroactive pay

15€.

The four AFL.CIO unions,
rile not bargaining as a unit,
i had been seeking a 40 per
nt pay hike, a cost-of-living
nvision and other benefits.
iy had averaged about $3.50

1 hour.

A heavily-armed American helicopter gunship,
taking its nickname “God of Hell Fire” from s

popular rock tune, lfis off from Khe Sanh to
support ARVN troops In nearby Laos.

(AP)

say Viets Rush Fresh Troops to Laos

(Continued From Page 1)

ve been destroyed by air
+ikes and ground action, South
*tnamese spokesmen said.
three more American helicop-
s were reported shot down
turday in Laos, the U.S. Com-

and said.

Two Americans

te killed in the crashes, rais-
; the total to 40 killed in air
tion in Operation Lam Son 719
Vietnam and Laos, the com-

ind reported. So far 23 air-

.S. Says Stokely
'wes 486G Taxes

VEW YORK (AP) — An In-
nal Revenue Service clailg

file in

il .. 4

PP

the Bronx showe

craft, including two air force
jets, have been lost in combat,
the spokesmen said.

In all, 16,000 South Vietnamese
troops were committed to the
Laos campaign, but some of the
best units in the Army, mainly
Rangers and paratroopers, have
been badly cut up while defend-
ing Landing Zone Ranger and
Hills 30 and 31.

Military sources at Quang Tri
told Associated Press corre-
spondent Terry Wolkerstorfer
that all scheduled U.S. military

passenger flights from Saigon
have been cancelled and the
C130 flights put on a top priority
schedule to haul South Vietnam-
ese troops and war materials
northward.

The sources told Wolkerstorfer
the troops had been drawn from
other units all over the country,

Associated Press Photograph-
er Neal Ulevich reported from
the northern front that a column
of South Vietnamese tanks
crossed into Laus Sunday to re-
lieve some airborne troops.

Ulevich also said several
American tanks moved from
near Khe Sanh farther west
along Highway 9 toward the
Laotian border as a blocking
force after reports that 10 to 15
North Vietnamese tanks were
sighted six miles west of the
border, The report was'Fased on
the sighting of headlights across
the border and was not con-
firmed. Some officers tended to
discount it, but precautionary
measures were taken.

Rggprd Rains Rip Brazil, 79 Killed
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Az the major 470 wmite arprosshmd the Gamr Trd (7} Berdar, serial
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Mter the begtming of April 1971, eperation Leson V9 Sapere”’ of ¢
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airere®t remaine’ on stedbr wnt!l a1l wnits ka” Benurto” the ere - of
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dorial Reost trtillery Powvard Commemtt Fost wan terwinmts at Yhe Ten: an’
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19 AV KN vhile swstatnteg ens 44 W4

In sumvert of the Ir? Eetteldom, 9t APV Ggrlmant or 17 Felruarr 1671, tir
anriz? roetet ertiilerymam geocunte? for I7EV: "Fil: gnd 2 x 47 P B
dostroves, Twe S5 gotess regeiwed Rits Surine the fiy en! ware determine?
% be Ben=Iynile wpon their retum to Fho benh, -

@ 3¢ Folwuary 1071, A5t wvas pesitions! overhond for slownts of the ?ir’
APVH Rapger Group fn fires ssatast with a8 Wiknowth st enewy fores, The
mrisl srtilleryoen veve evedite with % IV: IEVU oo woll e ¥ morter
proition shlenced md 2 Ayaaks Sestmyed, Une AR2 e0}w: o ’
subeeiontly Aestreysd, Ome ¢f the eveyv Wnberw yeoe!fwd & mino *
wmnd e e laft ern, lpavy M fire vl o8 & totel of thror 1
Mmutmthdm ting, :

e 11 Tobwusry 1771, the serid) sweket srtillory sodeer provited #Mrect
aeric] Firve suprert % slomsmts e the M ARV Alrteres Bettaldeow 9 4+
vizinldy 0 105104, For their particlr-ticn fB the fighting, the wom e tic
batinlion vere eredited with 45 BV: XEuUU, The ARWE feorees a0 wl) sawm ¢f
the dewnstating smount of flwevower ewilable S a seetion ¢f 20 alrare”t,
There {8 mo doult that an Bumercus oesasions the Ak e stotiom made th

. #ifference Yetvesn sary frisndly sssvaltiss md fou frisnfly sama)ting,

Apsin e 21 Felrusry 1071, the sorial rocket wrtillery piliots Jawnche? 4n
srmert €f the M Dattal fon, tet ATV Beogimnt fn the vicinity XN/0°5, T
bettolien's fervar! elonants ha’ troken Shrough 40 n muzpeste! smewy troin-
inr canter, Hpavy somtact ha? the lea® slemmts pioma” do.n o 45 yup
recusaied, Whe the 40 eobras laft the soarw they wverw ere’ite’ with 33 21
TI2y 12 12,7 "G destrvye?, 1 KC vee ot louncher dogtroye? e %

e e destrol, Tha AN ther gentimiet a pweer of the ares m? Alsorven.
8! = E5: trainin: eenter var intesd loeate® there w1t n tunter eem-tor of
5 takers, The snery M gonners claimed S ARE aiyor-*t on this dey, (2
ooy mtler sucicin:d infuriss esuainy him to be evsounte® % 7770,

2 Tatrusry sa. beary smtact sertéered Grrcucheut ths the 7T arer ef
op-ratirn, 4 mection of 4. lemmohed M suprert of ha M: '3 tiple e
Bettalden In the visinity ¢2 613, ALl wes eredited witt 15 2V Bk
! the FOVE glemmt renorte! the ogptave of 2T MmAtvif-l wearms gl /
ero: sarved weapcnp, Amother sestion of A5l enpere’d g 12,7 wm 't poatiien
sulting fn ¥ & $2,%em MG dertvered amd B H¥A RMANA, )

Renonts of the 3nd HMWWN:’.M
sim fores fa tie wisinity of D51 e B Felwuary 1071, Te sori 1
meint Iwmoles I suppert of the bettalicn md quickly Jelt

i me of the A\ sobrad,
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fer!> roovetl artillery alreraft cowre” resupnly misslon, Inte the Boo”
F-emnefz_ 17 Hmper and L2 71 mrean and lemete for the 4EVN glemonts ot

L Bgtele? vhen they receive’ Sncoming mortirsns griillery wewmiis, * Sobal
of 4% lmuwsw gnd 30 niuwten of tine ot ependitures of 1356 n
R 75" FPAR, 4707 % Tohm NG i &2 x £0wn promates motte® the ALL 38 KV
EERs, 63 12,7 N0, § 3T and 4 Infividual wapoms Sestreyed, .

On 2¢ Niwvmary 1971 fn supmort &f the ) Dattal 2 B Npgiment, the
1R pliote vore eredited with 17 VA KBIL uad 2 X 32 e WG Sestreyels

Intonee Ak Pive agnin ftmd f4 wark ae Sloee erlwss Feceived grow &0 'y
fire mtiny fu all Shree sustaintar hits, Culy the will s emoention:®
abl ity of S porial artilleryusn prowated mre sirers®™ frowm beins ¥2.,

Bezr 17 lon em 27 Polouwary 1971, fa suprert of the 4%h Ngttalion , et ¢+
Horimant the 2.4 afreraft wero sredited with 1 FV: KELT4, 97 Snte! uql
weasens and { erver surwd wwanens destreyed, M LY 30 meny hours of Crein-
tim remlted fn 40 FV2 FRUU mn? 91 fndividu) wesnons destrmom?, ) goeetion
Irr oot to the vicinity of INDAS™ o pive nende direct five sumc~t & o
eempmy of the 2m2 Egttzlien, ¥rd A5VF peglmmmt snd et 35 HV. Kidt gl 2
B, rocket lammchare destreped,

Missier f14pt Youre totcline 61 Bours e I minutar sm?! ordnante exoene
gitures ef 157, x 2,75" FFAR, 1200 x T.62m M el 2650 x 40m grennicy
axecuntsd for T3 NV XEAUA om 20 Felwuary W71, 4 ndgsion in sunort of
sanrts pf the 1t A7V Adybemes vemdte” o L7 FV: RE2 ¢ of tie dow
tetal. In @d2Stien, 3 x 12,Mm KC ad 17 Sndivifua) werens vere “etircyes
¥ the serial artillerymon, Gontast preveiled da the amez of FE Leul and ¥U
3, Heavy 4% firo In thiz ares yemte? 0 w0 hits o 2h° alversft wit™
seative fnluries %o the evev,

On 1 Marek 1971 the enewy lemche? & gmordinsted attadk wvith areer m/
afyntsy aeainst alements of the Mtk Alrbome Battalion at 7.0 31, ' Pirss
were ceordinets? with all the fire suprort seees svellable 4o fncle?e TAC
Adr mn? tha yesu: ta were devestatinr againat the snemy, WUi ki11e? peardd”
25 totnl, In additien 15 Samks, 45 x 92,7 MG and B B4 yoovet Immcober:
wore $noluded fn the bond dowmems asssssmnt, The 244 wes eredited:ith 30
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3 Karek 1971 preved to bt & wary Mtter doy for tie ey forcer fn the
FL Alewd area, (mee again slsmenta ef the Bth ALV Adriems Lgttnldon
were snirepel in heavy ecotast vith a mwerioslly suparicr enrwr; forgo,
Aorisl rocketl artillcrymen fomediatsly vemonied*in sppdrt of thy 0
- otommts, imll Intense mnticfversft flre, the AR ¢i-ots Ae)iwored &
deveotating suomt of serisl socret artillery fire fn retum, The uen o
the bettalien were sredited with 180 RVA KRAE: for Sheir valisat effort:
I sppert of tis Wlsagwred friendly alemats, Vhen the sontact was
tolar & sween of the sres Fowvealsd ne 1oes tham P87 VA K1iy, V5C of
which ware eredited te the A% bpttalfon, aile this smpapement paged
Shrouzh She day, ether aerial vocket awrtilleryesn, in suprert of elemn :
of the Yut ARV Heglwmnt left 35 KVi KBARY gnd 19 fndividual weposs e
2 x 12,%m NG destroyed fa teir waie, Tote] miselen flyine ting war
94 kours and §5 winutes, Ordumos erpemiitures totsled DY x 2.75" FTA
TR x TH2m HC gnd 1290 x 40w gremeden,

4 detorzined snexy foree wnos again sttemptod e destroy the §RVE Agrbeyme |
alsmnts at ¥l Alous en 4 Narch 1971, The mn of the 45 bettalier vere
enlled %o érive avay the @ery foress, The asrial artillerymen Aimplaye?
sriroerdingry stll] ! ogurare as they fived eguin ' spain at the o By
fereing bhis retrect, Ater hours of flying time, scntact van trelen gn?
the enemy fle from the battle ares, ARl was ovedited with 78 B koo
o’ 3% 12,7m ¥ vere destroyed, Immedintely mfter this enpagsunt, the
A7E var Desded for a comtact mesr ¥ Dom viers AtV alemente bt enrepes
a Wit aize enemy feres, After leavinc 6 BYA XEAl: e de8troying )
fndividual veapens o 2 x 12,7 IO, v eneny Wegen to retrest,

Oz tuc separetc ocomsisns, ARL alroreft were badly hit by mtiatroratt
fire en { Hareh 1271, Tho alreraft attewsted to retura V¢ their teme oo
st he Zanb Int the severely dewge® eolras were foroed te Jend fnc’dn

Fo floul, Hepeate! sttempts to weeover theme airoraft met vith ntemen
enemy fire from the FV: foress arewnd the i, The erwv wae extrects” fron
the aren sucoessfully tut the sireraft vere mlasemontly destroyet e to
fndirect Cirve m/ mnll arms fire, Near XNG5Y7 frien® y alements in sone
Te-ungls’ gt recelvs’ Ak maprort, Agein the serial artlllerymer. ors
Snztrarental dn aiding the ARV forems te brenk the oemtast, &' var
crefite’ with 7 EVA XEANYG, 7 fnddvidua) vespons " 2 x 12,%m % dore
Srovet, YB Sophts wd Y3 flore were mov oth fastelie? md the werdrl
artillerymn were yeady %0 Jewmch oo 5 mements Botioe ghowld the ARV
forons apoowmnter hexvy renistencd,

Nission Bip7t houys tetaliny 32 houwte snd & ninates an $ NMeroh resvite”
fn 7 NYVA KBiii and 3 fadividusl wespens destrvyed menr XTL08G, The perd:?
artilloryeen were o) sc tusy right st thely o lssper Bave at Klw Senh,

b wriar md artillery fire v lundtng all ower the ARS ayen wit:
tmnven so0uTEoy a0’ fntensity, :




“dnos the first dar thet treops were plscet! on TR Iole ft vao an aree ¢
sontinue? mae nttisted attacks by fire, Un 14 Marel 1971, 4he men o
e L battaldon amin disrleved extrweriincry epurams It masierins enlls
fer fire yeceive? from the ALY fevoges near Tl lale wt Fi Drewm, Ams2
$he heaviest mtisiroraft firve te daww, U aarial srtilleryem were
srodite’ with 7 ¥V4 ERAL,, 900 x M40 rechets, 1 x £Omm morter rumde,
Tt x f2m vortar romds, 1 x 75w Reaviless ﬁ.m- Y Individus! weanon:
ms 3 2 1% ¥ artroyed. The mon of the tattriien flov the entir: #--
i suprers of these 4o fire bases, expenling %676 x 2,75 FFAR; 11,00
T fi2mm PO gnd 145" x 40un grensden, A Sotsl of four Li4 gireraft weze R’
by fire from evwry pmners en this duy, Due sliversa”™ vas sbot down wm?
destrophd yesuliing in ome erev mmber anpuqlty wvhile the semsfains thr .
mnm fleva bacy ¢ Fw Bmmb whore Shey we fomd to b non.
"L, : '

{n 1 March elsments of the tat AFVF Regimmi uere fu Benvy contant yiih

& wmino.n aire ememy foros meny TPH5, The friendty forees wer: &n ,
drparete wosd of aerial wocket srtlllery surpert, Al fwmedintely lounohae?
tr tie arss an? foumd the ADVN glewents takiny Peavy fadirect fire az w1l
o a8 ene-y prownd sttach almoet eimltengously, The serial artillerys:n
firet located the eueny fndirect position an? after comsl~tin: thefr rirtnz
moe o the enemy poaltions, 4 x 82w wortars mad 3 x 12,77 K0 norf4denn
wir: 8ilenosd, "hese wsre later deterwined to he destrowe by the a%°,
Tuming their sttantion beel: to the etery frroes attemriin- to dentrey 4o
L5V plemonis, the aserial artillermen were directinp their dortly eclrs
afrers™ again an’ sveln st e enewy feroos, Cme alverr™ wes shot donm
and deriroyod hut the erew ves mios amin extracted mimrt, her eentzst
wvar finglly broken the AF: war eveditod with P WVA YT, 4 x 82w meriars,
?x Ts RE, 3 12, MG, 5 ATLT end 1 KD posiet lguncher Mastromd,

Ce 17 Narek 1971, ALR was sgiin nesded gt the her? presme? 7T Lelo, "he wer
ef th: bettzllon fles 33 hours mnd 45 minttes and wers eredite? with 17 EV:
FI'n, Uao MU colrs wes hit by gntisfiveraft fire but the ecbra mamaze? %o
get brel to Fhe Ganb dus to the aiil]l of tie piiet n semam3, The afrcrafi
wvas ther determing’ to be men-lyalle,

{p 73 March 1971, the ARE forvard comman? post war the scems o & wopor
attad: that sucosssfully pemetruhed 4 porimvter, Tiw officers and wee oF

i brttalion were instruwnt:]l in detoeting and iar the smewy wsrault,
e mn of the battalion were mredited with 2 KVA KBATZ emd 4 XVi ogpbured,
The ertiliermn guffered 1 VS Cl4, 6 U V24, 9 A0 destrcye’ w”

2 M0 Zureged, The comamding pamera] of the 1098t Airbome Divisick wil:
prosont Shree Sflver Mave %o thres seris) artillevynem for their part fn i
setion #t ¥he Bank, o .
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Tke ATV. foreer ware begiming to wvithirev from Lase towwe? the end e? Figrcl ;
71 The merial artillerymn staved at ik Sent to provide Lem iatel: ?
yesronnive ire suprert v the friandly elomsntr az they wtartsd thadr Jen- :
e back to thelr bome bases, The eccaweys weve Seemin- 1y wtloss wn? iy

" warfal ertilleryun provided escort cvver for way of thon, The WV¥: Pope::

trie’ boding the highuny to somtain the AXVN glements while ey trie ic
swrtae the vividireving swvoys, e

Trroughout the eparation the mn of the 4 Mttalim (lorial Artilissy’, T,
W&m). 1710t Adrtorme Divisten (idrwebfle) Afstimgalste - thim
' e ef the Repul? e of Vietn- -,

. & ®
The ir wen, devotion %0 Suty vith ssaplete disregar? frr tinir fndtviiu-}

safoty Io tus of the gualities at mise this wnit owtsbmting,

R "]

Lre B, M
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STEARY CF STREMGTHS AND CASUALTIRS

4 e RO
Total dssiones HA A MHA T ocp
540 1 20 , 0 0
Eneny Forces
Eaotimated Stren-th Ioa :_r Count Brobable Oagusttiss CAr
37, fOn¥ 187 Unlnown 1

¥ Estimated strength midrar through the operation, Does not include the
£50+th MVA Trenspertation Group and its subordinate units.

LEE E. SURUT
CCL, T4
Commanding




PARTICIPATING UHITS

Part I, Units assigned and recommended for award of the Presidential Unit
Citation,

Unit Period Previcus US Unit
Decorations and Dates

1. 4th Battalion (Aerial Artillery), 8 February 71 NCNE
77th Artillery (Airmobile) to & April 71

2. Headquarters and Headguarters
Service Battery, 4th Battalion
(Aerial Artillery), 77th Artillery g February 71
* (&irmobile) to & April 71 NCNE

3. Battery 4, /4th Battalion
(Aerisl Artillery), 77th Artillery 8 February 71
(4irmobile) to & dpril 71 NCNE

Lo - Battery B, ith Battallen

(Aerial Artillery), 77th drtillery 8 February 71
(Airmobile) to & April 71 NCNE
5. Dattery C, 4th Battalion

(Aeriel Artillery), 77th Artillery g February 71
(Airmobile) to & &pril 71 NONE

Part 11, Units attached and recommended for award of the Presidential Unit
Citaticn,

1. HNone

Part III. Units assigmed but not recommended for award of the Presidential
Unit Citation.

1. None

Part IV, Units attached but not recommended for award of the Presidentiel
Unit Citation,

1. None

LEE E. SURUT
GOL, FA
Comanding




PROPOSED CITATICH

PRESIDEITIAL UIT CITATICN
AJARD OF THE PRISIDEITIAL UNIT GITATION BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
OF A{ERICA TC THE FOLLCYING UWIT OF THE AXMED FORCES CF THE UNITED STATTZS CF
A{FRICA TS CONFIRMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 104, AR 672-5-1,

THE 4TE BATTALION (AERIAL ARTILLERY), 77TH ARTILLERY (AIRMOBILE), 101ST
ATRBORNE DIVISICN (AIRIORILE)

THE CITATICH READS AS FCLLCYS:

THE A4TH BATTALICN (ARRIAL ARTILLERY), 77TH ARTILLERY (AIR:SOBILE) 101ST
ATREORNE DIVISICH (AIRIOFIIE), DISTINGUISERED ITSELF BY EXTRACRDINARY HIZRCISH
AGATHST A NCSTILE FCRCE WHILE ENGAGED T CPERATICKS I THE XKINGNCH CF LAGS
ATD THE XEFUBLIC OF VIETHAM BEETVEEN THE TTME PERICD £ FEERUARY 1071 4D ¢
ATRIL 1071, THRCUGHCUT THIS PERICD TEE MET CF THE BATTALICH ERAVED TITEISET
EiRdY FIRE HILE IN SUPPCRT OF THE ASSAULT ELEMETITS CF THE ARIY (F TFE
‘REPUBLIC CF VIETHAM EVGAGED I HEAVY GROUND FIGETING AGAINST 4 NUMERICAILY

. SUPZRIOR EUE Y rORCE IN THE XINGDOM OF LAGS. WITFCUT HESITATIGT THE ATRIALL
ARTILLERDGEY SCUTITNUCUSLY LAUNCHED THEIR AILCRAFT TC FLACE DESTRUCTIVE FIRIS
UPC: THE EVEIY FOROES, FORCITNG THE! 70 WITHDRAW, ‘MHE! THE FRIZTDLY RLEIENTS
*ERE BETY(G HARD PRESSED EY THE ENE (Y FCRCES, THE LE! OF TFE AERIAL RCCVET

ARTILLERY BATTALICY RESFCIIDED LILEDIATELY TC REINFCRCIT EY FIRE THE PELEAGUERED -

FRIT'DLY ELEITITS WITH COMPLETI DISREGARD FCR THEIR ¢/7F SAFETY. ALTHCUGH
INTEISE BNEY FIRE DAIAGED EVERY AIRCRAFT IV THE LATIALICY DURLIG THIS FERICD,
CAUSING HALF OF THE BATTALICI 4SSETS TC EE DESTRCYED CR TURNED TN FOR
REFLACEZIT, THE YE7 OF THE BATTALICH DID NOT WAIVER., THE DETEIILATICH,
DEVOTICH TC DUTY, IHDCITABLE COURAGE AND EXTRACRDINARY HEROIZM DEZICUSTRATED
BY THE MZ/EZRS OF THE ,TH BATTALICN (AZRIAL ARTILLERY), 77TH ARTILLER
(AIRICEILE}, 101ST AIRBORIE DIVISICH (AIRIOEILE), ARE IN KEEPTVG WITH THE
HIGEEST TRADITICHS CF THE MILITARY SERVICE AND REFLECT GREAT CREDIT UsCH
THEMSZILVES, THEIR U.IT A'D THE ARMED FCRCES OF THE UNITED STATES.




CCHBAT DAMAGEN ATRCRAFT

UH1E

TYPE ATRCRART ASGN cDp{1)
3 0
AH1G 36 9

9

TOTAL 39

(1) Combat Damaged and Destroyed
{2) Gombat Damaged and Turned In
(3) Combat Damaged and Repaired

T For Pericd Covered

CDTI(2) *cpn(s)
0 0
9 &3
9 %3

LEE B, SURUT

COL, FA

Comanding

TOTAI

0
61




