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AVDF-BA-TH-CO 

DE.1'ARTMENI' OF THE ARMY 
Headquarters, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry 
11th Infantry Brigade, Ameri.ca1 Division 

APO San Francisco 96217 

20 January 1969 

SUBJECT: Application for Direct Commission 

TO IJH(;J:; IT LAY CONCERJ.1 

In the last two and one half months, I have had numerous contacts with 
Warrant Officer John I. O'Sullivan. He has frequently flown either the 
Command and Control or a resupply helicopter for IIIJ' battalion. Through­
out tf>.is period, '\riD 0 1 Sullivan has s horm himself to be a dediceted and 
tru~' ~rofessional soldier. He has consistantly expressed interest in 
knowin[; w·hat 1 s going on i n Daily operations and has frequently accompanied 
me during his off duty time on visits to the units on the ~round. 

\·~ C 1 Sullivan 1 s courage and bravery are unsurpassed. His actions have 
become a l~eend in this bAttalion. On two occassions he has flown 
r-.:issions in extremely bad weather in order to evacuc:lte merEbers of tY e 
bc..ttalion w!.o had been wounded. In each case, he was specificall:r asked 
to ;..ake t he evacuation because of his flying ability and blown interest 
in helr-in.::. his fellow man. On one of these occasions he was fl:d .ng a 
utility for the battalion and I recognized his voice and a sked ri.m to make 
the pick-up , which he did. In addition, he has twice successfully landed 
the Command and Control helicopter after it has been disabled b~r enemy 
fire. One of these times, he did this in spite of being wounded ri~self . 

\;IO C1 Suilivc.n has frequentl~r expressed a desire to obtain a comu.:.ssion and 
cor:tinu.e his military career as a cotr.L.issioned officer. Pis six yea rs of 
enli sted ser vice, during wrich period he served prin.ari l y w-lth s rr:a ll 
infont~- units , ideally suits him for a corrrrniss ion as an Infantry Officer. 

As a re sult of my personal observation of \'l:J 0 1 Sullivan, I stron[l~~ 
r ecor.c end U.at : avo!'able consideration be given to his request fo r a direct 
comnissio:-, as a Second Lieutenant in the United States Anr~/ · I fi!'r: ly 
b~lieve :-:E: "rould be an asset to the Officer Corps and would be !Host J: a:rpy 
to have hit! serve under rrie. 
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