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Section, cuts loose " ·ith his l\f-60 machine gun on 
enemy soldiers in the III Corps Tactical Zone. 
!st Aviation Brigade Photo by SP-1- Joe \\"hinnery. 
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'Ruthless Riders' Raise Ruckus in II Corps ... 

7/17 Air Cavalry Squadron 
Story by SP4 Dm:id R. Wood 

An AH-JG HueyCobra from B Troop, 1/ 17 Air Gav Squadron , prepares to roll 
in with rocket and minigun fire at suspected enemy positions near An Khe. 

HAWK 

Deep in the Central Highlands 
of \ 'ietnam, an area reminiscent of 
the foothills. of the Rocky Moun­
tains or the :\ppalachians, is the 
headquarters of the 7th . .\rmored 
Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry at 
Camp Enari . The "Ruthless 
Riders," · commanded by L TC 
Cah-in R . Bean, operates in direct 
combat support of the 4-th Infantry 
Di\·ision, also headquartered at 
Camp Enari . 

Three strictly airmobile troops 
and one ground / a ir mobile troop 
comprise the squadron. 

During the recent Ben H et-Dak 
To offensiYe,. Alpha Troop, com­
manded by \Iajor Richard H. 
\Iarshall, saw much action. ..\ 
written commendation bv L TC 
Charles /\. Corcoran, com1~1anding 



l'ilot.r .frnm B Trnop. I 17 , Jir Car 
Squadron. pathrr arou11d ( 'J'T Ronald 
R . l'osl. 111 i.<1 iun com111a11dn , /1rior In 
a11 o/1eratin11 11rnr An A'l1t. 

An 0 H- 6 ~( the 7 / 17 .-1 CS checks out 
sampan. Jn the event that it is enen'.r, a 
cobra gunship will be cal/rd in to attack . 
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Riflemen .from B Troop , 7/17 Air 
Caralr)' Squadron , radir; in results 
a.f/er /o.r.rin.5; a grenade i11/r, an enem)' 
bu11ker complex killi11g two Nf', 1 
soldiers. 

general of I Field Force ( IFFV J, 
supports th e success of the troop as 
th e\· supported the .\R \".\', Cidian 
Irregular Deiencc Croup and 5th 
Special Forces ad\·isors in the 2+th 
Special T anic::il Zone !STZ ) . 

.. Please com·e\· my congra tu la­
t ions to th e officers and men of .:\ 
Troop for their perform::ince \\·hile 
conduct ing operations in support of 
TL Lien on 25 June in the Dak 
To-Ben Het a rea . 

" The cour:ige and initiative dis­
played during these contacts re­
sulted in seYer:il enemy KI A \\·ith­
out casualties in the C.S. ranks. 
The aggressi\·e manner in which 
:\ Troop eng:iged and defeated the 
e11emy demonstr:ites a high degree 
of tr:lining :111d professio11:1l ability." 

"The scout platoon from .-\ 
Troop st:lrted \\·o rking the 24th, 
STZ, \\·hich i11cludes I3e11 Het-Dak 
To \\'est to the Cambodian and 
L:1oti:in borders, during the early 
p:1rt of May," explained CPT Larry 
i\ [. Thompso11, squ:ldron bison 
\\'ith the 24th STZ. 

Captain Thompson went on , 

HAWK 



"The ini ti ::i.J purpose of the 1mss1on 
\\':IS \·isu::i.l reconn::i.iss::i.nre fo r sus­
pt·cted NY.-\ troop moYernents e::i.st 
,1,Tnss the " red line." the Cam­
hodi:1n ::i.nd Laotian borders. It 
\\·:isn't long until th e purpose of 
the 111ission \\'as changed fro111 \ "R 
tll actua lh- cl e::i. ring Ror ket Ridge 
\H'St of l3en H et ::i.nd opening ::i.nd 
sernring the ro::i.d bet\\-Cen Dak To 
.ind Ben Het." 

"St :1 rting the first \\'eek of .\lay. 
\\"l' Ile\,. eH~ry d::i. y \\·e rou Id get up . 
Prnlnbh· ::i.bout t\\"Cnt\· days since 
then " ·e k1\·e been do\\"n due to 

''"'':1ther," st::i.ted \YO I Dale E. 
I !,111se. pilot \\'ith A Troop. 

" \\' e'd set down at New Dak To 
\ <ll" Dak To II ) :i clirk \\"CSt of 
Old Dak To for :i briefing before 
beginning work in the AO," con­
tinued \\'O H ouse. "b·eryone kne\,. 
the mission and objectives before 
the briefing. We \\·orked the .-\0 
<1'"er daily \\'ith our Sn::ikes ( Huey­
Cobras ). We'd m::irk an ene111y 
position \\'ith rocke ts before turn­
ing the m:irked ::ire::i. o \·er to th e 
F.\C ::i.nd art illery. 

··One of the 1nost irnprcssi,·c 
si(Th ts I S::l\\' \\ ':lS "'hen Hueys fro111 
ti~ 52nd C.-\l3 laid do\\'n ::i <:O \-Cr of 
red s111oke complete ly surrounding 
Gen Het so th::it their Chinooks 
could resuppl y the c::imp." 

l'\o\\' that l3en H et is quiet, the 
Hunter-Killer te::ims from i\ Troop, 
comprised of t\\'O OH-6:'\. Light 
ObserY::i ti on H elicopters ( LOH ) , 
t\\'O .-\H- !G HueyCobras ::incl ::i 
L'H-1 H Huey Ch::irlie-Ch::irlie 
t Command and Control ) ship, 
\\·ork ;:i circular \·isual reconn::iis­
s:ince of the 2+th STZ. 

"The scouts h::i\·e been the most 
ac tiYe in .-\ Troop," st::i ted CPT 
Friedrich R. Rosenburber, execu­
ti\'e officer of A Troop. " Thev 
ha \ e killed many of the enemy 
since the be~inning of the l3en Het 
offensi\·e . l3ut I don't \\·ant to t::ike 
::i.ny credit :l\\'ay from our Blues 

:iero-rifte platoon l which do ;:i 

tremendous job \\·hen the need 
. " .u1ses. 
··On one oc::ission," CPT Rosen-

HA\VK 

. _,. ~-.. -·· .. • ·t ~ ~­
·~ lJ~-L.._: ~: ~ .:.'"( !-:' . . • • 

Commanding oj/iar of the 7 1 I .·lir Cavalr_r Squadron. L TC Cafrin R. Bean con­
fers 1cith elements of his command during an operation several mi/,•s south of 
Pleiku. Photo by Sp./ Thomas W. Baker. 

burger related. ·· ;:i LOH went down 
ne:ll' Dak To in a region of triple­
canopiecl jungle. The Blues \\Tre 
railed in to secure the dm,·ned 
heli cop ter so the pilot ::ind ··osc::i r" 

( obser\'l~ r \ could be 111cde\·:HTd . . \ 
squad of Bines had to r:1ppl'i fro111 
a ho\'l~rin g Huey into the area to 
clear an LZ. 

··Once th e LZ \\as clea red, tlrl' 
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LOH of 7/ 11 orbits as UH-1 brings m supplies lo waiting cav troopers. 

rest of the Blues \\Trc inserted. 
The aircr:ift \1·as secured ::rnd the 
pilot. CPT \!i chael W. Hodge. and 
obsnnT. S'.!t Tnry L. Ilc;1 th. \1·C' 1T 
rescued.·· 

'"I commend my men along \1·ith 
General Corcoran,.. said \L-\J 
\brshall. ·They ha\·c clone an out ­
standing job these last coup!C' 
111onths and \1·ill continue to do so."" 

BraYo Troop. commanded bY 
\ L\ J Scott T. Lyman, has ITCC'n ti~· 

been transfrred to Camp Enari 
from Ph:i n Thiet. \\"hile opcr:ning 
in Phan Thict, B Troop \1·as in 
direct support of Task Force Snuth . 
hcad-qu:1nered at Dalat. 

The troop \1·as mO\·ed to thC'ir 
present location in late June to 
support the lst Brigade, .+th In­
f:rntry Di1·ision \1·hich works in the 
region of . .\n Khe. Opera ting in 
much thl' s:1111e manner as J\ Troop. 
the Hunter-Killer team's rnission 
is \·isual reconnaissance. The par­
ticular are:i of interest is a region 
known as YC Valley located west 
of An Khe. The area is belieYecl 
a staging and training area for the 
\ ·ict Cong. 
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'":\t present . the best \1·:iv to 
opcr:He the regions we :ire 111 1s 

with th e scouts . stated CPT 
Ron;tld R. Post. B Troop excutivc 
officer. ·The jungle canopy is just 
too thick for inserting our Blues. 
V\'hen the need arises, such as 
securing a clO\rned aircraft. the 
Blues \1·ill be inserted. To put them 
in to de\-clop a situ:ition \rnuld be 
suicide considering the size of 
enemy forces suspected in the area." 

He:idquartered :it An Son, west 
of Qui :\hon, and operating much 
like :\l pha and Bravo Troops is 

the last strictly airmobile troop in 
the squ:idron. Ch:ulie Troop. com­
manded by ~L\J J oseph :\ . Tobin, 
has operated ou t of L ane :\nny 
Air-field Heliport since the end of 
?\fay. \\"o rking in direct support of 
the I /3rd Airborne Brigade. Charlie 
Troop h:is had Yery good results 
with their scouts in the :\n Lau 
Valle\. 

. .\ tYpical morning of opcr:ition 
for C Troop begins when LOHs. 
HueYCobras, Hueys and the Char­
li e-Charlie depart Lane Heliport 
for L:inding Zone Up Lift . LZ Up 

Lift is the staging and rearming 
poin~ for the Snakes and miniguns 
carried on th e LOHs. The Hucys 
set down \1·ith the Blues and a 
squad from th e I ?3rd to wait for 
th e de\·clopmC'n t of a situation 
\1·hcre they can be inserted . 

.-\fter the briefing, LOHs, Cobra 
and th e C&C ship lea \·e for th e 
morning mission in the _-\0. " We 
A\· in a formation fl ying from tree 
top to 4.000 feet depending on the 
mission, .. cxpbincd CPT Larry F. 
\lill cr. cxccu ti\ ·e officer of C Troop. 
The first team is later relieved by 
the second team and the AO for 
thC' clay is full~· co\·ered. 

If the Blues of Ch:irl ic Troop 
arc e\·er scr:i111blcd, the\· take with 
them an clement th :it the other 
troops of the Ruthless Riders ha\·c 
\·c t to put into :ict ion . This clement 
is a scout dog :ind trainer supplied 
bY the l 73rd. " The combination 
of our Blues and the scout or track­
ing dogs of the I 73rd have made 
ou r g round opera tions much morC' 
effective, .. said CPT ).filler. 

The "grunt.. troop. air /ground 
mobile, of thC' RuthlC'ss Riders 
opera tes out of Camp Enari in 
direct combat support of thC' .+th 
Infantry Di\·ision. Dclt:i Troop is 
commandC'd by CPT Robert D. 
Bruegger. 

Delta Troop"s mission, to per­
form reconnaissance and to provide 
security for designated major com­
bat clements of the .+th Infantry 
Di\·ision: to engage in combat :is 
an economy-of-force unit; and to 

pro\·ide limited g round antitank 
defense for clements of the 4 th. is 
performed \1·ithin 15th to 25 kilo­
mC'ters of the base c:imp, Camp 
Enari . 

''The 111cn of Delta Troop can be 
ready to go either by air or ground. 
They :ire on a 15-minute standby 
as a rc:iction:iry force for the camp 
and thr Dr:igon l\lountain are:i. 
They h:in' performed their job \O 
perfection:· s:1id CPT Bruegge r of 
his 111 en;' :ind they will continue to 

do their job \1·hcnc\Tr the nred 
arises:· 

HAWK 



EDITORIAL 

A THIRD TOUR FOR HA WK 

Two years ago this month , a small 16-p.ige magazine \\'ith a circula­
tion of only 3500, made its debut in th e R epub lic of \ ·iet11a111. So111e of 
the feature sto ri es in that publication included '"The Crc\\' Chief," 
'"Combat Assault ,"' and a story about the first CH-5+·s to join the \st 

A \·ia ti on Brigade. 
The magazine \\'as H . .\. \VK and the gro11·th of that pub lication has 

parallcd the grmnh of the \st :hiation Brigade. \\·e ha\·c expanded 
from 16 pages to t11·enty-four, our circulatinn has g ro\\'n from 3500 to 
13,000. \\·e ha\·c added more color pages :rnd more feature anicles in 
an effort to present to the men of the brigade an inte resting, ti111eh- and 
accurate picture of their own activities. 

The staff of HA \\'K. in an effort to keep abreast of the e\·e r chan!.!'i ng 
\\'Orld of Army a\·iation in the R epublic oi Vietnam and the gro1"ing 
importance of th e \st ..\.\·iation Brigade in that world , constanth- stri\·es 
to i:npro\·e our product \\'ithin the frame\\'Ork of modern jo urnalis"tic 
procedure. You m::iy noti ce some of these ch:rnges in this issue and more 
changes 11·ill be 111:ide as the need for them arises. 

We at H . .\. WK cannot do this alone. \\·e need your help. Ideas, 
suggestions. criticism. feedback of any kind to let us kno\\' " ·hat you 
think. After :ill, this is your magazine and :rny impron•ments \\"C make 
arc made \\'ith you in mind. \\·e here at II..\ \VK 11·ill do our best to 
gi \·e you \\·hat you \\'ant. But yo11 must kt us know ll'hat that ts . 

CHAPLAIN'S CORNER 

Chaplain (lUAJ) Calch IL Johnson 
17th Asia tion Group (CBT) 

:-.rag netohydrodyna111irs is a \ ·ery lo ng 110rd. I t is used in d cter111i11ing 
\\·here the pull of e~1nh·s g ra\'ity ends and "here the clr~1g of th e m oon 
takes o\·e r. In this age of spare tra\'l: l it is 1-ery i111porta11t to detn111ine 
this exact point. I ha1·e used this cxa 111plc to poi 11t ou t a \ 'C ry i111pona11t 
spiritu::i l truth. 

H o\\' far ou t can 11·c 1-c nture fro m Cod :rncl His influence before 1·a ri ­
ous other iorces take O\·er? How far can \\'e w::ind cr o ff from o ur 
Christian sta ndards before other secular standards take O\T r ? T his exact 
point is different fo r each indi\'iclual but I 11ould say .. no t to iar.·· . \ 
man can only stand so 111uch temptation and then he 11 ill fall . no 111atter 
ho\\' good he may be. 

\Vhen I 11::is a child. I used to hear this bit o f a(h-icc fro111 older. mo re 
experienced Christians ... Stay close to C od.· · Little did I rc:di...:c the 
importance of this ad\·icc until I \"Cnturcd into the 11·orld at lar[!c. There, 
I ha\·e found that a 111an is subject and the object of pm1erful tc1 11p tation. 

H erc in \"i e tnain . you ha\·c been sent to f.1cc a most serious challc ll\!;C 
to your "int c\! ritl'. I !ere is the pbce 11·hcrc 1·ou 11 ill detn111inc nJur exa n 
relationship to Cod. The tc111ptations of th e fksh arc real ;rnd its pu ll 
is pm\-crful. I ha\-c see n many a !:;'OOd 111:tn ,tu111bl c and f;tll. If they 
had stayed close to ( ;ocI . they 11·ould ha\·c 1 C111a incd ;trong and L1itl1f ul 
to their 1·.-i1·es but ;tlas. they re li ed o n th eir <J'.1 n ' trcn!!th and so tlw1· fel l. 

\f y ad1·icc to you is ·-,ti('k close to C od .rnd Ili s 11orcl ... 

HAWK 

from the 

CAREER COUNSELOR 

The United States .\ rn11· Recrnit­
ing- C..:0111111:111d needs qu:1iilied per­
sonne l to act as Career Counselo rs. 
. \ ll perso nnel in the Republic of 
\ "ictna111 who qualify arc im·itccl to 

\·o luntecr for assignment to recruit­
ing- duty and the opportunity to 
become a member of the Army·s 
all \ ·olunteer recruiter tc:111i. 

.\t the present time there arc 
\'ac:rncies for recruiters throug hout 
the continental Cnitccl States 
\ CONUS ) . There is an excellent 
possibility of be ing assiS"11ecl to the 
cit1· or gcograhic area of prefe r­
ence. 

Qualifications for recruiting duty 
arc as follo11·s: 
• \ "olunteer for an ;1ssi~n1ncm to 
recruiting duty. 
• \'ot presently rccci\·in\! Proficien­
<·y pay. 
• Eflicit·1H·y and C..:ond un Ra ti ll\!;S 
of exec lien t. 
• \li11i111u111 Sen·ice-6 1·ears E\l 
( :1 \\':ti\·cr 111a1· be requestt:d ) . 

• Cr:tdt: - :\'CO or Specialist E:J. 
E6 o r E7. 
• R ccord ed GT Sco re- I 10 o r 
hi!!h er (a 11·a 1\T r ma1· be rc­
<Jlll'Stcd ) . 
• H old a \·alicl .\ rm1· or St:nc 
motor \·chicle operator·; pe rmit or 
h :1 \ c expired state motn r \'l"lticlc 
operator·s pcn11it as c1·idL'IH'C th ;tt 
applicant is qual iliccl to nbt:1i11 up­
to -da tc lice nse. 
• Hig h sc hool !f racluat e o r the suc­
cc -, iul comple tion of the hi!!'l1 
schoo l (;ED. 
• .\.a tio11a 1 • \ !!ency Check con 1-
plctcd or req ues ted. 
• Successful completion o f reco rd 
screening as prescribed by para ­
[!raph 16, .\R 601-275. 
• Excellent appearance and bca r-
1 n\! . 
• .\"o ob\·io11s fac ial di,fi!:;'urati on. 
• ( ;enuinc cl csirc and interest in 
bccmnin!:;' a recru iter. 

Fn r 111orc details sec 1 nur Career 
Counselor tod a,·. 
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335th Assault Helicopter 

... 

. ~ .. 

Company • • • 

RIDES HERD ON CHARLIE 
The shrill \\·hine of the jet-po\\'ered 
turbine gre\\' from a muted mur­
mur to a high-pitched scream and 
slowly dissolved to the familar 
steady clatter of the rotor blades 
as the CH-lB shivered awake in 
the preda\rn darkness. 

The sound of the lone Huey 
readying itself for flight was joined 
by the sound of another further 
do\\'n the line. Soon the entire flight 
line came alive \\'ith the noise as 
the rest of the cre\,-s finished logging 
in at operations and began making 
preparations for lift off. 

As helicopter cre\\'S from other 
companies \\'ere still fighting their 
\\'ay out of sleep, the men of the 
335th Assault Helicopter Company, 
"Cowboys," \\'ere moving their 
machines out of the revetments for 
the standard 0600 take off. 

High in the air over the air­
field it \\'as cool, even cold, as the 
ten slicks formed up in two five­
ship formations, the same forma­
tions in \\'hich they \\'Ould operate 
all day. Far below the twinkling 
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lights of Bearcat faded behind as 
the ships turned south. OfT to the 
right the huge military base at Long 
Binh \\'as briefly visable and soon 
the brightly lit skyline of Saigon 
slid by. 

Slo\\'ly the darkness ga,·e \\'ay 
as the sun rose on the left and 
slightly behind the choppers as they 
continued the flight. Later, after 
a lmost two hours of flight time, 
they touched do\\'n at Vinh Long, 
deep in the Delta, for fuel. Then 
after lift off they flew soutlm·est, 
settling forty-fi\·e minutes later 
at the small airstrip at Chi Lang 
at the base of Mt. Nui Coto. 
There the helicopters shut down 
a\\'aiting word from the C&:C ship 
to begin the first lift of 9th .-\R VN 
Division troops which the 335th 
supports on a daily basis. 

The word came and the choppers 
began cranking. 

l\Ioments later the first five 
slicks, Alpha Team, weJ!t do\\'n in 
the Pickup Zone ( PZ) , gathered in 
a load of ARVN's, lifted out and 

headed for the Landing Zone (LZ ) 
as Bravo Team follo\\'ed . 

Meanwhile the C&C ship, piloted 
by CPT Vincent Fernandes II , 
335th Executive Officer, was over 
the LZ with two of the B-model 
Hueys. The other t\,-o gunships 
\\·ere at Chi Lang on standby. 

The 335th, unlike many other 
helicopter companies, fly their 
Command and Control ship close 
in rather than orbiting it high 
above the action. Thev call it a 
"LOHing Charlie-Charlie." 

"It gives us a better feel for 
\\·hat is actually happening on the 
ground," explained CPT Fernandes. 
"\.Ye can scout the area before the 
slicks get here, indicate targets for 
the gunships and give directions for 
suppressive fire to the lift ship door 
gunner. It also gives the ARYN 
commander and his American ad­
visor a chance to see exactly how 
the troops are doing do\\·n there." 

"Alpha Team leader, this 1s 
Charlie-Charlie.'' 

"Roger, Charlie-Charlie, this 1s 

HAWK 
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Photos by 
1st Aviation Brigade 
Information Office 

Alpha Team leader." 
"This is · Charlie-Charlie, we're 

dropping smoke." 
High above the LZ, pilots could 

see the red smoke billowing up 
around a small clearing. 

"This is Charlie-Charlie. The 
smoke is good . Full suppression on 
the left into the tree line. There 
should be friendlies on the right. 
Execute left turn on lift off." 

"Roger Charlie-Charlie. We see 
the smoke. Full suppression on the 
left." 

"Bravo Team leader, this 1s 
Charlie-Charlie. Do you see the 
smoke?" 

"This is Bravo Team leader, 
Charlie-Charlie. We see the smoke. 
Execute left turn on lift off." 

"Roger that." 
Alpha Team dropped down, 

swiftly, with a stomach clenching 
suddenness, as the door gunners on 
the left cut loose. The ships touched 
down, the the troops scrambled out 

Slicks from the 335th AHC prepare to pull pitch after inserting troops of the 9th 
ARV.\' Division in a rice-paddy LZ. 

and .\lpha team pulled pitch, 
banked left and directed more fire 
into the tree line. Bravo Te:11n fol­
lowed swiftly. 

'When both inserting elements 
were safely out of the LZ, the C&C 
ship, along with the t\,·o primary 
gunships, left to recon the next LZ. 
Skimming along at treetop level 
over an area that included the LZ, 
CPT Fernandes scouted a wide 
area so that any enemy below 
would not be tipped to the drop 

point. High m·erhead the guns cir­
cled like Yultures \1·aiting for the 
" ·ord. The \1·ord came. 

..Falcon One-Five, this is Char­
lie-Charlie. \\'e have just dropped 
smoke." 

'·Roger that. Charlie-Charlie. we 
see the smoke. What about those 
wooden structures to the !cf t ?" 

' 'Bust 'em." 

A UH-JB Gunship f rom the 3d Platoon, "Falcons," peels o./f to begin a gun run 
on an enemy position deep in the /vlekong Delta. 

The two bi!S B-model Huey's 
went down, flaking off like fixed­
wing fighters , leveling off at lower 
than treetop le,·el, miniguns, roar­
in", rockets and M-60 rounds strik­
ing all around the area of the 
smoke. As the first ship passed over 
the area the door gunners lobbed 
out hand grenades and more smoke. 
~foments later the second gun came 
by inundating the area with deadly 
firepower. Back up they went, 
orbiting, hungerly waiting for the 
word on a second run. 

HAWK 

Off in the distance the troop­
laden slicks could be seen bringing 
the second load of ARV 's to the 
LZ. Smoke was popped and the 
slicks came in again. 

And again. And again . All morn­
ing long. Stopping only long enough 
to refuel and fo rm up again . Final­
lv in the earl \· afternoon a break 
came and th~ crew broke open 
C-rations, rearmed, checked the 
ships or tried to catch some sleep 
in the dusty, hot afternoon. 
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Thl' C &: C shi p. rnca md1il1 -. \,·;1, 
.. LOI Jin !.! ;11oumr· mTr thl' next 
>t·L llf LI'.» .. \ ftc1 rdudin!.! ti ll·\· 
,1· 11t h;1l'k \\ord :t!l{I til e slic b ;ind 
!.!llli>h ip;,, cr;1 nkl'd . pull1·d pitl'h and 
\\ l' l l' of r ;1 !_!;I! II. 

I kl'p into th l' :iftcr110011 the 
;1ct ion l'OI1Li11u1·d un til :ill opcr:1 -
tion:il :i>>i!.!llllll'llb ior th e d:1\· \\-Crc 
rn11qJ1l' tl'CI. Thl'n the long uip 
IH1 1111· in thl' d1·1·pl'nin !.!· dusk of the 
\ 'i1·tn: llllDl' l'\T ll ill'!. 

But t I 11· d;1 \' \\ ;1, 1wt O\Tr ;-et. 
L1t1· intn t il t· ni!.!il l th l' <Tt'\\ 

l'hid, ;rnd door !.!llll ll LT' \\·01 k"cl 
;don!.! \\'itil !ll;1 i11tt ·n ;1 nl'e <Tl ' \\" !.!l'l ­
till!.! th l' :ihi11' in sk1pl' for the next 
d;1\'. 

Tili, i, the \\ ·; 1~ tile \\·:1 r i, ior 
till' r111·n <•f till' Ti.Jtl1 . \ ss:1ult 1l 1· li-
1·1t1>t1·1 Cn111p;1n;-. T his i' th e \\ ;1\· 
it h;J;,, ;iJ\\;I\> hl'l'n . 

Slirkl .fro111 /h f 335th . llIC: ill.(rrl Iron/JS of the 9th .!RI'.\' Division a.i a 
flu(r p, 111Hhi/1 /i o;·frs /1rota t1'i •c(r near!!)'. 

TIH· Ti:>tl i. l'Olll!ll;1ndl'd hy .\l.\j 
I lo\\·;1nl j. Stilt·>. ori!.!in;ilh- n1n1· 
to \'i1·t11;111 1 in .\p1 ii I ~lG:"i ;1s Corn­
p; l!ly .\. l\~d .hi:ition lbtt ;il ion 
r .\\IL . or!.! ;rnil' to thl' B2d .\i r­
horn1· I >i \·i,ion. Thl'ir dl'si .!.!11;11in11 
,,:1;,, cl1 :1ll!.!1'd rn1 Sl'pt1·111hcr I . l~GG 
to tlil' :U:>th _. \,·i;1 tion Co111p;1 11y 
( .\llllil Lt \\-IH·n the unit lH·c:1 111 L' 
;1 p;1!'l of the I 73d .\irbo rne Bri­
!_!:1dc. 

.J:i11u;1n· I. 1967 \\·as the date the 
'.i:l.J tl1 ,,-;is recl esi!_!nat ed the 33.J th· 
.\ ss:iult 1-i l'licopter Co111pa11y :lllcl 
:idded to thl' !_! rm,·i11g number of 
bt .\\·i;1 tion Brigade t1nits. 

Thl' TFllh has h:1d ;1 long hi>wn · 

of _!.!l'O!.! Lljl hil' II IO\TS thrnughout till' 
hi,ton · uf tlll'ir \ 'il' t11;1111 tour. Thl')' 
h;1n· h1·1·n h:1>l'd ;1t Bil'll l !0;1. T;1 y 
:\inli. l'lt-iku . !bk To, .\11 Khl' , 
\'un !.! T ;lll ;111cl rHn\· lkarr;1t to 
11:1II1 l' ;1 fl'\\'. Thl' ir present loc:llion 
!ll:trb thl' first til!ll' that :ill three 
platoons of th e t1nit . th e .. JZ ;1 111-
rocb. .... .\lt1st:ings .. :1ml ''f;1kons," 
h:1\T hl'l'n st;1tionecl toge ther in the 
same pbcl' ;1 t the same time. 

Th e 33.Jth is a p:irt of the 16·1 th 
:\,iation l.rot1p (CBT ) , bt1t is 
based in 111 rather th an n· Crops. 
This rnakes for the early \\·a kc up 
ca11_:_3: 30 Zl.lll.-and the long ny­
ing time to the .\0-1 Y2 to 2Vi 
hours. This makes it r11orT clifTicult 

.-1 slick .from the 335th A.HC 110Jr.< dozrn as it pulls pitch after inserting an elemell t 
~( the 9th .·IRr-S Dirision in an LZ near Xui Coto in the JV Corps Tactical 
Z one. 

rn1 till· lTt'\\'S :i ncl 111 :ikl's for rnore 
rn ;1intt·11:1nl'l' 011 the ships. but th e 
llH'n of the 3'.i .Jth do not seem to 
rnind it. 

" Thl' Cm,·bo\· Spirit .'. s:1ys ~L\j 
Stilt's ... binds th ese m l' n togc thl'r. 
I \ ·c Sl'l'n nT\\'S \\·o r kin!.! \\'ell p:1st 
111iclnight so their ship (';Ill ny in 
till' nl'xt d :1y·s rnission . lt 's a point 
of pride \\·ith them. Often a CIT\,. 

\\'ill \\ 'Ork all night and ny all the 
next clay. But 1 hea r no com­
plaints." 

Til l' 33.Jth has recentl y been 
a\,·arded the Presid enti al Cnit Cita­
tion for ex traordinary heroism in 
connec tion \\'ith mi litary operations 
a.gainst an a rmed encruy during 
Opera tion .\!ac.-\rthur in Konturn 
Prm·ince from NO\-cmber 6 to 

l\ O\Tllllier 23. I 967. 1\ bo knO\rn as 
th e Battle of Da k T o. Opera tion 
.\Lic:\rthur rl'ciucecl the I 7-1-th 
;\ orth \ ' il' tn:rn;ese l nf:rntry R egi­
nH'nt to combat indTccti\·cness and 
clro\T h;1ck ;rnd sca ttered th e 2-lth. 
'.l~cl :i ncl 6G th :\'orth \ 'ietnamese 
Rcgilll l' nts '' ith their supporting 
:1rt illt-1Y. 

Th e t·ncn1\· in IV Corps can \\Tll 
i111:1!.!inl' ho\\· Jncli :1ns c>f the Old 
\\'1·st 111\lst 11:1,·e fl·lt :is th ese 
lll nclnn C.:1nd>o\'s COI!ll' S\\·ooping 
clll\\·n otit (lf th e sk\' to la\· \1·astc . . 
to Charli es ph ns in thl' Delta . 

H'.\ \ \"K 



CMMI TEAM 
The \·oice on the line sounds 

cheerful, but \1·ho could be !llaking 
a friendh· ca ll at +: 00 Ill the 
morning? 

" Hello,.. the 1rnrds crackling 
O\'l'l' the long distance \1·ires. " This 
is the brigade Cl\ I:\ I I tea m calling. 
\\'e'll be at Your colllpany to inspect 
in four hours and \\T.cl like for 

so!llebody to pick us up at the air­
field . .-\11Cl please find 10 bunks for 
us, since \\·e' ll be staying for the 
night." 

At +:00 a.m., nothing short of 
a barrage of incoming rou nds 
could do lllOre to \1·ake up a com­
pa11y like a notice of an illlpending 
visit frolll the C'.\l'.\11 team . .-\nned 

SFC Norman Lister, Hopkinsville, A)., inspects the engine of an 0-1 Birddog of 
the 14th RAC at Phu Loi. 

H/\ \\'K 

11·ith /\R's a11d bb11k forms, they 
s11·oop clm1·n from th e skies and 
begi11 to unco\·er th e llllle!'!llOSt 
secrets of their host for the day. 

Cl\ 1.MI. That sta11ds for Colll-
111;rnd i\ laintenanre :\ Lmagement 
Inspec tion, but th e na11H' doesn't 
CO \TI' the m\Tiad checks this skilled 
tea m make3. The enlisted i11spec­
tors. ;il l experts in one or more 
are::s, render detai led reports that 
e11ab le the team chief to g ive the 
unit a rating. 

During a C'.\l:\II. a u11it is in­
spected in three general areas. The 
first area is '.\latericl '.\Liintcnance. 
In this area the physical condition 
of unit equipment is determined. 
The second area inspccted is 
'.\!aintenance '.\lanagemen t Oper:i­
tions. This portion of the inspec­
tion determines the eff ecti\'C~ness of 
the unit's management procedures 
in the motor pool, communications 
and aircraft maintenance. 

The combined resu lts of these 
first l\\'o areas give the comma nder 
an i1~ dication of the '!:e neral con­
dition of his equipmen t and the 
effec tiveness of his maintenance 
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SFC Norma11 Lister i11spects the krdraulic system 011 a CH-I H Hue_y . 

m:magcmcn t. 
The third area inspec ted 1s 

Command Interest items and m­
cludcs those areas in which the 
brigade commander has indica ted 
a special interest. They includ e 
POL 1\ct i\·itics, Parts Excesses. 
Parts Turn-in , CO~EX control, 
:\less Ila!! Operations and Supply 

Obrski. The t\\'O team chiefs ::ire 
\!:\] \\"illiam R. H ensley and \Li\j 
Ernest R . I3011"1ing. Six of the en­
listed technical inspec tors arc on 
temporary duty from the \·a rious 
a\·ia tion groups and three arc 
prO\·idcd by thc·brigadc G+ section. 

The TOY members of the tea m 
a rc sckctccl as they arri\·c in Viet-

activities. nam . They sc1Yc their fi rst six 
The C\l\II team activities a re months on the C\l\lI tea m a nd 

supervised by the brigade logistic 
readiness officer, L TC Gerald \L 

their last six months in their unit 
of assignment. '" We con tinually 

SFC Lister checks out the instrument pa11el of a CH-I H Hu~)'. 

> \ 
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screen the records and intcrvie\\· 
nc\d y arri\·cd personne l."' sa id ;\[Aj 
H ensley. " If selec ted . the inspector 
is assigned to a brigade unit and 
placed TOY to the team. This 
process of selec tion al!O\,·s us to 
maintain the high standa rds re­
quired of the technical inspec tors . 
It also pro\·ides the brigade units 
,,·i th more experi enced personnel." 

The C ;\ [\ lI team conducts three 
kinds of inspec tions in the 1st A\·ia ­
tion Brigade. The basic one is 
the ma ndatory annual C:\nII , 
,,·hich is gi\·en on a four-hour 
no ti ce. Timing of the. inspec tion is 
set so a unit cannot an ti cipa te it. 
The reason for the short notice is 
not to surprise the unit, but to 
insure that inspection day is an 
"a\'crage" day in the unit . 

The second type is a "courtesy" 
inspection , gi \·cn at a unit 's request. 
;\ commander may request a com­
plete inspec tion of his unit or an 
inspec tion of a particular area. 

The third inspection is a re­
ir.spcction, gi\'en to companies 
ra tl'd unsatisfactory on the annual 
C :\lr-.II. This inspection cO\'crs only 
those areas in ,,·hich the unit \\'as 
initially rated unsatisfactory. 

It ta kes a score of iO per cent 
to recei\'e a sa tisfactory rating on 
a CM!v[l. Counting equally in the 
final score are the are::is of r-.fateri::il 
r-.l::iintcn::ince ::ind \bintcn::ince 
:\fan::igement Operation . Comm::ind 

Interest items arc not reflected in 
the CM~lI score. 

The technical inspectors check 
the condition of ::ill \\'Capons, from 
.38's to rocket pods. They run a 
fine -toothed comb O\'Cr veh icles, 
ai rc rnft, sig11;1! equi pment, amm uni­
tion and special purpose items like 
gas masks a nd gencr::itors. In the 
m:magcmcnt ::uca the\· check a ll 
papcnrnrk regardi ng these items, 
a nd pay close attention to areas of 
s:1fe ty, quality cont ro l. ,,·o rk fl o1,· 
and operations procedures. 

Story and photos by 

SP4 Harry W. Lloyd 

HAWK 



SSC James D. Anderson Ammunition 
Expert, inspects an air.field fire 
extinguisher during a C.\f.\JI inspection . 

. \IA] William R . H ensley briefs the 
C.\li\;ff T eam before the)' leave on an 
inspection visit. 

Even jeeps get the same thorough going 
over as a C/vfilvII T eam member 
crawls under to check it out. 

HAWK 

:\II units in the brigade must 
pass the a ircraft portion of the 
materiel inspection. 

There isn ' t any \\·ay a unit can 
"get ready" for a C.\lMI Yisit 
except through daily :idherance to 
:\rmy, US:\R\" and bris-ade regula­
tions. " It 's all in the regs," an 
inspector will say as ht' explains a 
certain point. 

SFC onmn Lister of Hopkins­
,·illc, K y., is an experienced hand 
at inspec ting aircraft, .rnd a quick 
one to find a mistake. ··But I'm not 
trying to pick a t little things," he 
sa,·s. " I\·c been throu~h this my­
self. and I know \1·hat the units can 

be reasonably expected to do. I 
understand their problems, and I 
nc\·cr tell th em something is wrong 
11·it hout expbini ng hm,· it can be 
correc ted ." 

::\o ma tter what their experience. 
th~ indi,·idua l inspectors stay busy 
on their rare days at headquarters. 
refreshing themseh-es in their mm 
areas a nd lea rning abou t new ones. 
They arc expec ted to become pro­
fic ien t in more than or.e a rea , and 
so. fo r example an amr.:o inspec tor 
ma1· a lso be required 10 be expert 
in the unrela ted a rea r: i POL. 

The l earnin~ process :ie, ·er stops 
for a C.\l.\!I tc:am mt:nber. :\nd 
as he learns he teach c:s o thers. 
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The best kept secret 
. 
in Vietna1n 

DALAT 
1'011/0011 boats 011 beautiful Lake Dalal /1ro1'ide o/1/1o r/1111i~ )' .for long rrs(/iil qfter-
110011s paddling sere11e£r around the shores of this rolo~(ul 111a11-111ade 1co11d<r. 
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:'\l'stkcl snt1'..'.g ly in the central 
hi~hbnds of So11th \ "i etnam. 190 
mill's north of Saigon. is the beauti­
f1d resort cit,· of Dabt. 

Ori_gin:t!h- a .\l on ta!.!"n arcl ,-ilhgT. 
tk' });1ht a rea "·;is , ·i;itcd in 1B9:l 
}i,· a French doc-tor ;rncl f ou ncl to 

he icle:1I as a resort :nca because 
of its mild cli!ll:1te. The a\-cra~e 

tcn1pC'r:Hu1-e of 70 c!C'~rces 1s q une 
cn1 n f ort;1 hk for :\ merica n snnce­
llll'n. hut to the co;11 :111d S\\Tatn 
\\"l':Hi11g \ "iet11;11nC'Se lt IS slighth 
chilh . 

. \ <Olllbin:uion of n:Hural and 
rnan-m:1ck b C'aut:-, Like :\:u ;1 -
11u·o·ng ( D:1bt ). surrounded lw 
line home's. modern uni,·ersitY 
structures and natural forest , is the 
crn ter of a myriad of acti,·itiC's 
ranging from quiet fi>hing to I on~ 

uninterrupted \\·alks h· students 
from the loc;d unin'rsit:-. S111:1ll 
t \\·o-passengcr pontoon boa ts at a 
lakeside concl'ssion mah' it possible 
to cruist' around th L' bke at a 
lt' isurcl y 'IH'l'cl. 

Enclosccl behind a curt a in oi 
Lill pines ;1top a high hill , th e 

Story and photos by 
SPS Joseph F. TVhinnery 
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.i /1ret~r .f!irl on the streets of Dalal. 

lbl:ll P:1bcc. a l:irgc cxclusin: 
gues t hotel. m·crlooks the bkc :rncl 
su1Touncling area oi iorcs ts , 

Sports such as tL'nn1s. occcr. 
fencing, sailin!:!, and " ·:ttc r skiing 
arc featured at the Sporti\·c Club 
an d a ninc-lwlc g0li course Oil 

rnlli11!!; tcrrai 11 aroulld the bkc is 
111nclcrn :rncl \\·ell-kept. 

Thi' >tiil11css :me! hc:1u ty of th e 
arc:t is ic! L':d f0r th e ,,tudcnts from 
the 111:i11,- nluc:uirn1:d facilities. 
I l i!!h Sclw0ls . t\\"O colleges. a ulli­
\'Prsit\' COllS t!'llct ed Ill 1959. a 
C:uholic .-c111i1lan-. the :\ation:d. 
\f ilitan· .\c:i clc1m· :rncl the :\ rmcd 
Furn·s C C1:11 ma1Hl allcl Cclleral St:ilT 
Cnllc!!c arc :i ll located in or llc:1r 
th e resort cit'" 

Refreshin(l irntafa/l f1pical of the 
scencrr around Dalal . 

h:i\·e a modern fi lm libr:1n· and 
cdu ca tio11a l mm·ics 

The majorit\· of fresh H'gct:ib les 
co11st11nc<l by the militan· in the 
R cp11hlic of \ 'ic tnam :i re gro\,·n in 
the ic-nile soil of the Dalat a rea. 
O\·c r 300 to ns of corn. tom a toes , 
lll'a ns . le ttuce. c:1bbau;e :i11d o th er 
\ 't'!!l't:1blcs a rc shipped to :ill parts 
of \ 'ic tll :1111 c:ich d:i\'. Durin!! the 
infrequcllt periods of dr\"l1ess. irr i!!:l­
tion s\·'lems :i1T used. much like 
thos t· in th e l' .... to "·:itcr th e 
<TOJli. 

Tlw ccntr:i l rnarkct pbce of 
D:dat is th e cqui\·:iient of a brgc 
shnppi11g Cl' nt cr i11 the l'.S. \\·ith 
C\Trnhin!!; from tm·s for the ch ild­
ren to ya rns and fabrics for cloth-

.\t nmic c11e rg\· fo r medical :i nd i11 !! . .- \ thrcc-ston· building in the 
:md :1gricultur:t! rc~c;1rd1 i .c:i rri ed 
ou t at the .\'uclc:ir Encrg\· Cclltcr 
on the c:: mpus of the ulli\-crsit,·. 
This is the onh· nuclear reac tor in 
th ~ Repu blic of \ 'ictnam . Cni tcd 
. tatcs-educttecl scientists carry ou t 
experiments in th e domc-sh::i pcd 
building to find nc,,· and better 
,,-a ~·s of n:rin!!; diseases and incre:is­
in!! crop>. The .\' uckar Center ,,·as 
built in : 961 and dedicated [),· 
fonncr pn:s idcnt H :.:o-Dinh. 

The .\ r:icr ican Cultural Center. 
ill coo pea t!oll "i th the \' iet -
1la 111esc- l' :-.i ted States .\ ssocia ti on. 
teaches Er.'.!iish to local citizens free 
nf char!!e. The center abo has its 
01,·n libr:ir:: s\·s tem a lld books :ire 
lent to th e c itizens to i111pro\ ·c their 
educa tion all d 1\"t:lfarc. Thev abo 
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clm,·!llo\,·n s"crtion cnrloses such 
ite1ns :ts clothin!!. shoes. je,,eJr\' and 
cosmetics \\ ·hilc the outdoor st:i lls 
contain food . simple C\-cryda\· dcco­
r:iti\"e ph nts and O\·er 1500 difTcr­
rnt kinds of orch ids ~ro\, ·n m 
!_!;1-ccnhouscs. 

The ci t\' zoo . one of the fi nest 
in th e Repub lic of \ 'ictn::im, is 
lnr:Hcd ou tside the rit\' in an c n­
\·iron111ent similar to the na tural 
li:1hit:ll of the :tn imals. 

I t has been said that Dal:it is 
one of the best kept secrets in 
\ 'ietn:t111. \fan,· scn·icemen do not 
rcalii' <' the bc:iut\· of the cit\· and . . 
unfortuna teh-. m:tm· nc\·er ':!"C t a 
chance to sec it. Dalat rema ins 
hm' en:r. one of the most attrart i\·c 
cities in the f{ epubl ic of \ 'ietn:tm. 

.·I Catholic church 011 the edge of the 
citr /Jrm·ides peace a11d brn 11~)' i11 the 
midst of a 1.car-tom la11d. 

T u.·o pre/ {r cotlege co-eds stroll alo11g 
the street on their 1.rnr to class at Dalal 
L ·11ii-ersitr. -

Photo take11 from a dountr;u.·n Dalal 
hotel orer/r;okinz Lake Dalal. 
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The 'Traffic Minders' of Vietnani ... 

165th Aviation Group 
According to that man Webster, 

the \\'Orel "group" is clcfinccl as "a 
number of persons or things gather­
ed closely together and forming a 
recognizable unit." Apparent ly, not 
only i\ [ary ~ lcCarthy disagrees. Old 
:.\ oah \1·as an expert at putting 
things in alphabetical order, but 
he clicln 't kno\\' much about Army 
terminology or the !65th Aviation 
Group. 

Perhaps another definition comes 
closer: "a collection of objects or 
figures forming a design or part 
of a design.'' For if you look at 
a map of the Yarious units of the 
! 65th 1\ \'11 Gp, the design appears 
strikingly like a map of the Re­
public of \" ietnam. But there is no 
magic in th:'1t . The \1·cll dispersed 
165th co\·crs Vietnam like f rccklcs 
on a kid's face. You can't take a 
helicopter ride any\\'hcrc in country 
,,·ithout somehow coming under 
their influence. 

The men of the group get you 
in the air and bring you clO\rn 
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Story and photos by SP4 llarry W. Lloy d 
again. They ca ll themselves ' 'F light 
Watchers." 

They run the airfields, right clown 
to the last detail. 

The ubiquitous 165th includes 
35 m·iation support de tachments 
( ASD's), each of \1·hich is responsi­
ble for a major .-\rmy airfield. There 
are also three full-sized companies 
in the group, but the ASD's make 
it unique. i\fembers of the 165th 
are proud of proclaiming it "the 
only unit of its kind in the \1·orld ." 

COL James G. ~lcFaddcn com­
mands the group, \\'hich is hc:ld­
quartercd at Sanford Army :\ irficlcl 
at Long Binh. The name of his un it 
has changed twice since it was 
formed as the 58th Aviation Bat­
talion in ~larch 1968. Five month5 
later it became the 58th Group and 
on Feb. 17, 1968. took its present 
designation. Because many of its 
smaller units are attached to in­
fantn· :'Incl airmobilc divisions all 
o,·cr \ 'ictnam, and because so much 
of its work is unspectacular, the 

165 th docs most of its \\'Ork under 
a mask of :rnonymity. Only the 
people who Ay know them, but in 
Vietnam that could be almost any­
body. 

The top .-\ rmy commanders in 
Vietnam know the 165th through 
the Command Airplane Company 
and the ! 20th :\ssault Helicopter 
Company, '' hich prO\·idc VIP 
transportation :ill over \"ietnam and 
into Thailand. These companies arc 
considered so important and their 
missions are so complex that they 
are both commanded b\· lieutenant 
colonels. 

The simply-stated mission of the 
165th Group is to support Army 
m·ia tion in \ 'ictnam, and that job 
is a never-ending one. Rocket and 
mortar attacks. monsoon rains and 
other hindrances makl" the work 
harder and the men of the 35 
ASD's e\'Cn more determined. 

Their jobs all require extensive 
training, full concentration and 
long. hours. Their success is mea-. 
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sured in the thous:rnds of accident­
free landing :md takeoffs by Anny 
ai rcraft. 

"Almmt all of my m~n seem to 
like their jobs," says L TC Harry 
Q. Da\·is_. con1mander of the 365th 
.\ SD at Long Thanh North , a 
t::pical 20-man "A" detachment. 
··. \ncl some of them \\'Ork a\\'ful 
hours, I'll :-idmit." The round-the­
dock oper:Hion of an :\nny airfield 
req:1ires th:.- skills of three sep:-irate 
kinds of sp ~c ialists. To\1-Cr opcr:-itors 
,,·ork atop the field and generally 
supen·ise :-ill tr:-iffic. lbdar opera­
tors, or p-round control approach 
( CC.t\ ) experts, guide pilots on 
instn11ne11tcd landing a nd . takeoffs. 
:\[ain ten:rnce men keep the compli­
cated and sensiti\·e equipment in 
tap operating condition. 

The tm1·er opcr:-itors at Long 
Thanh ,,·ork eight-hour shifts. 
Under most conditions there arc 
three men in the to\\'er at all times, 
:-nd usual!\· one or t\1·0 of those 
three arc still training in the job. 
"There is al\\'ays the problem of 
constant turnover a nd the need to 
train new men, " said Colonel 
Davis. " E,·ery new operator who 
comes here, regardless of his ex-

GCA Specialist of the J 65th Aviation Group scans his scope obseri-ing the flight 
paths of aircraft in his sector. 

perience, must qua lify for this 
facility. That takes 60 days, or as 
much as 90 days. 

The men in the tO\\'er ha\·e a lot 
more to do than enjoy the vie\\'. 
In case of attack they are utilized 
as spotters, taking azimuth readings 
on enemy artillery fbshcs and mak-

Ground Control Approach radar picks up aircraft and trans­
mits an image to the GCA Specialist's radar scope. 

----.... ~-. -
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ing quick damage reports . Some 
units ask their operators to e\·acuatc 
the to\\'er in case of attack, but in 
se\·eral cases the men ha\·e stuck 
by their ,,·indows and performed 
,·alu::iblc scn·ice. '· \Ve require our 
men to sta~· in the t0\1·er," s::iid 
Da\·is. " In fact, I'll probably go up 
with them." 

The CC . .\ operators. like the 
t0\1·er men , recei \·e training :it 
heesler AFB, :\[ississippi. or Ft. 
Rucker , Abbama, before arri\·ing 
in Vietnam. But bec::iuse of the 
complicated n::iture of their job. 
they al l undergo a four-11·eek CC:\ 
school at Long Thanh before work­
in!S in their speciality. The school 
consis ts of one week oi classroom 
instruction and three ,,·eeks of on­
the-job traininrr. 

":\ CCA operator 11·ill encounter 
::i lot of things here that he ne\·er 
heard of in the states," noted 
DaYis. " For example, nobody in the 
states has to \·ector an aircraft 
through artillery fire." Radar land­
in~s are utilized mostly during the 
ra iny season or at other times when 
the field is hardly visible. There­
fore , only abour five per cent of 
all landings are throu~h GCA. 
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An Air Traffic Co11troller jJlots artillery impact areas 011 a map of his sec/or to 
insure that 110 aircraft can venture into that area. 

'· \Vhcne\"er it is pr::ictical, \\'e ::isk 
a pilot if he will ma ke ::i GCJ\ just 
to gi,·e our controllers the practice,,. 
said Da,·is. '· If pilots would per­
form more GCA's it would be ap­
preciated by e\-cry unit m-cr 
here." 

and ra te the ope rators on their 
proficiency and adherance to stand­
ards. .-\ controller \\'ho slips in 
unauthorized jargon or becomes 
easily flu s t e~ed could find himself 
back in the classroom and his field 
could be restricted . 

"But I never \\'Orry about being 
checked."' says Specialist .J. Jose 
Rivera. 365th ASD to\\'er opera tor 
from Teguc iga lpa , Honduras. " If 
you do your job right, \\·hat can 

they bother you for ~" 

Plans for the l 65th Croup in 
the future inrnl\·e furt he r modern­
iza tion of many a irfields and the 
ad di ti on of more sophistic.a ted 
radar a nd to\1·er equipment, accord­
ing to J\'1.·\J J ohn Warren, opera­
tions officer. Before long, it may 
be possible to folio\\' a rada r beacon 
almost any\1·herc in Vi etnam . 

:.\s stra tegies change, some of the 
presen t 3j ai rfi elds ma,· be phased 
out of operation. But \1·hen a need 
arises clsc\1·he re, th e tactica l sup­
port te::ims of the J6jtl1 ha \·e the 
capabili ty of sett ing up as many as 
sc\·en full y instrumented airfields a t 
, ·arious landing zones . 

.-\ s a tcgular service to a ll a llied 
fliers, th e J6j tl1 publishes ::i monthly 
" fr et sheet," listing radio frequen­
cies and artillery zones in th e coun­
try . 

Th e \\'ide dispc rs::il of its units 
causes problems for the 165th in 
areas of logistics and ::idministration. 
lt ma y take as long as 17 days for 
the farth est-out /\SD to receive an 
item on distribution. But because 
of the unique n:i tu re of their mis­
sion , and not because of geographic 
vicinities, the members of the group 
rea ll y do belong toge ther. 

A lot of peop le arc happy they 
arc . Just ask the man \1·ho flies. 

The radar controller is a picture 
of concentration as he sits in front 
of a round , yello\1·ish screen and 
con\"erses in precise language \\'i th 
the pilot of the single aircraft he 
is directing. \\"i th some experience, 
a rada nnan c::i n becom e an accu­
ra te \1-ea ther forecaster too by fol­
lo\1·ing cloud images on his screen, 
and smart pilo ts capi talize on his 
ad ,·ice. 

This is the tower in which they work to insure the safe1J1 of any and all aircraft in 
their area. 

Our to\\·e r people provide a 
lot of cxtra sernces to," noted 
Da\"is. '· \\·e prm·ide surveillance 
approaches to nearby airfields, 
\"ector jJla ncs through artillery and 
guide dustoffs to a coordinate. And 
prnple in \"i etnam get so used lO 

ca lling the t0\1·er for a lot of things 
that arcn"t the towcr·s business. \\·c 
aren"t supposed to be, but we arc 
sort of unofficia l passenger service ... 

Just to m:ike sure the men in 
th e to\\·er don't get lax, "Flight 
\\"a tcher" crews make periodic 
checks . They monitor all procedure.> 
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DOOR GUNNER 
I 11 a \\·ar fought i 11 S\\'::l 111ps , nrc 

p;1ddil's. canopil'd ju11gll's and 
nwuntaim. and in a cli111;1 tc u11-
Li111ili;ir to 111mt ,grnu11d units, tlw 
\\ ide , -;1rn't\' of brigade aircr:1ft 
han: prm·itkd th :.: gro u11d crn11 -
111;111d cr '' id1 thl' rnobilit\' necessa ry 

to dfrctiH· ly take the \\·ar to the 
L'n e1m· i11 his 111ost obscure entrench -
1n t·11ts. 

01;e such aircraft that has 
sern·d in such a n im·; tluable capa­
(·ity is tht· Cll-1 llucy. This air­
cr;1 ft k1s hl'en th e .\nm··s \\·ork-

S/'5 Daz·e Balek , ]st .·lriation Brigade Flight Sution, leans f ar out of his aircraft 
lo bring hen;:r }ire on the enm~)'. 

· ...... -: ... ' 

.. t , • 
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horst• a nd jack-of-all tr:1 dl's, se n ·i11g 
as troop carri l' r. annl'd hl'liniptn. 
:1 :nbul:t1H-e and utilit\· aircraft in 
su ppon of the ron 1h:1 t so ld il' r. 

The Hue\· transports infa11tn· 
as ·:\Ult troops :1 ml their support 
l'kn1t· nts q11i ckh- and dlicil'nth- to 
the "strn1qiing ground;" of the \ 'C 
:1 nd :\'V:\. 

It :1 cts ;1s a n :1rrnl'd esco rt fo r 
t r:mspo rt helicopters: sc1Yt'S as an 
ai rborne con11naml. cont rol :111d 
co1n1nunicatiom ce1:te r: ca rri es out 
n·(·onnai ss: u:ce securit,· a 11cl sc reen ­
ing: a nd prm·ides suppressi,·e fire 
as a n integra l pa rt o f the maneu,·er 
a nd fire plans of ground units . 

. \ s a rnedic:tl e \·acua ti o n a nd 
" Dust Ofr sh ip , its importance 
c:i n be tes ti fied to by the gra teful 
soldi ers \\·hose li,-cs ha\"C been sa,·ed 
b~c:1use th e aircraft ,,·as able to be 
on sta ti o n ,,·ithin a ma tter of 
m inutes. 

T he Huey h;is made a name fo r 
its:.: lf in an unb;ibnced ,,·a r tha t has 
tipped in Lt,·or of C.S. forces due 
to a ir mobility . . \ bo ma king a name 
for th ernsdn.:s :t re the c-re,,·s \\-h'o 
kt:cp th ese a ircraf t aloft. 
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SP 5 Nick lreremqchik , 1st AviatioTZ Brigade Flight SectioTZ, brings suppressive 
fire against eTZemy i11 the Ill Corps Tactical ZoTZe. 

.-\mong the crc\1· of the Huey is 
a m::m \1·hosc job is the maintenance 
and operation of the \1·capons car­
ried on board the craft. Whether 
a rocket pod on the Huey gunship 
or a minigun on the Light Obse1Ta­
tion Helirnpter (LOH ), the upkeep 
and function of \\·capons is up to 

the door gunner. 
He is responsible for protecting 

his ship on a mission. If trouble 
should occur and the ship is forced 
dmrn, he is responsible for setting 
up a defense perimeter and guard­
ing it until assistance arrives. 

His primary job centers around 
his l\1-60 machine gun: cleaning. 
maintaining, repairing and often 
firing it. But the gunner's job, like 
many jobs in :'\.rmy a\"iation, is an 
01·erlapping one. In addition to 
maintaining the ship"s \\"Capons, he 
also help3 the ere\\" chief maintain 
the helicopter, often \\·orking late 
hours to keep it in flying condition. 

.-\s any gunner \\"ill readily testify, 
the most enjoyable part of his job 
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im·oh-es flying. His experiences 
\\"hile flying are ah\·ays interesting, 
often exciting and occasionally 
dangerous. 

During March 1969, SP4 Gary L. 
l'\Iiller, Whittier, Calif., v1·as flying 
door gunner on a Huey attached to 
the 335th Assault Helicopter Com­
pany. 

All ships have some sort of an 
emblem painted on their aircraft; 
Snoopy, the Red Baron or the 
crossed S\\·ords of the 3/17 th. A 
Huey \\"ith the 335th AHC had to 
go one step further. Specialist l'\Iiller 
went one step further. 

H e painted a characature of 
Ho Chi Minh on the nose of his 
aircraft. 

" I \\"as up all night painting it 
so it 1\·ould be ready for our mis­
sion the next morning," Specialist 
l\filler began. " It \\"as a beautiful 
job if I do say so, but I had no 
idea it \\"Ould get us in the trouble 
it did." 

" \·Ve were flying our AO in IV 

Corps \\"hen our ship was forced 
do\\"n. As soon as \\"C touched down, 
I helped the pilot out and set up 

· a defense perimeter. The automatic 
weapon's fire in our direction was 
unbelievable. Then from overhead 
came three Cobras bringing fire on 
the enemy positions around us. 
Cobra pilots are most accurate with 
miniguns and rockets but the 
rounds were coming awfully close 
to us. 

"The sound ·of weapons firing 
\\"as deafening. As the Cobras kept 
up suppressi\"e fire, one of our ships 
came in for extraction . 

··w e clamored on board and 
\\"ere taken back to Bearcat. The 
talk that night \\"as of the number 
of \ 'C \\"ho converged on our ship. 
I guess that \\"ill teach me to be a 
little more choosey \\"hat I paint 
on my ship." 

The Huey hclirnptcr is not the 
only aircraft to carry a door gun­
ner. The OH-6.'\ LOH is used in 
command and control, 1·isual re­
connaissance, target acquisi tion and 
sun·cillance missions. Although the 
LOH relics more on its miniguns, 
it occasia,nally carries a door gun­
ner. 

The CH-47A Chinook transport 
helicopter that lifts weapons, troops 
and cargoes with ease in support of 
combat operations also carries a 
door gunner. 

In March 1968, SP5 David R. 
Balek, Livermore, Calif. , presently 
cre\1· chief on one of the Brigade's 
command ships, was flying door 
gunner for a LOH \\"ith A Troop, 
7th Armored Squadron, !st Air 
Ca1·alry. 

The AO was north west of Lai 
Khe near the Michelin Rubber 
Plantation. The scout platoon was 
operating in support of the 11th 
Armored Cav and the 1st Infantry 
Dil"ision. 

On the eventful day, Specialist 
Balek's LOH was flying treetop 
observation O\"er a road parallel to 
the plantation. "The mission was 
recon for the ground troops," re­
lates Specialist Balck. 
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"We st::irted to recei\'e ::iutom::itic 
\\·e::ipon's fire from the front. \Ve 
pulled to :ind beg::in cO\·er::ige for 
the right fbn k of the APCs. I 
opened fire on ::i bunker complex 
\\'hich ,,·:is set up on both sides of 
the ro::id, :in intended ::imbush. \Ve 
dropped b::ick right O\·er the pbnt::i­
ti on :ind beg::i n recei,·ing .50 c::iliber 
'i. re from somewhere in the pbnt::i­
ti on. The ship made three runs O\·er 
the plantation :md I continued to 
tire bursts in the ::irea of the .50 
c::i liber. 

"As the ship dropped back to the 
re::i r, I noticed a \ 'C come out of 
a spider hole. I notified the pilot 
:i nd he turned to ch::is e him do"·n. 
H e fled across the ro::id and I hit 
him with a five round burst. 

" As \\'e dropped b::ick again O\·er 
the pbnt::ition, the ship receiYed 
t\1·0 round-. one in the t::iil boom 
and the other through the floor 
under the pilot, up through his 
'chicken plate ;' through his leg 
:ind out the top of the ship . 

"The pilot fell forn·::i rcl on the 
cYclic pushing it forward and set­
ting the ship plunging t0\1 a rd the 
ground. The obser\'er \1Testl cd the 
cyclic free and pulled it back 
pulling the ship up in time. 

''The obsen·er he::ided the ship 
for Lai Khe. It \1·as impossible for 
me to do anything for the pilot 
because of the confines of the back 
seat of a LOH. 

"The ship made an approach to 
the Lai K he field but much too 
fast to set do\\'n. \Ve 11·ere \\'ithin a 
fe\\' fe et oi the ground ,,·hen the 
pilot pulled pitch, breaking the 
ta il boom off as it hit the rum1·ay. 
H e then dropped the collecti\'e 
causing the ship to set down hard· 
and skid I 00 feet before it came 
to a halt in a ditch . The pi lot \\'as 
e\·acuated to the 93rd Evac. It 's 
an experience I'll ne,·er forget," 
Balek concluded. 

Whether in a Huey, LOH or 
Chinook the door gunner is an 
indespensible member of the Army 
a\·iation te::im responsible for his 
aircraft in the air or on the ground. 

HAWK 

SP5 Jerry Silvey keeps a watchful eye. A door gunner of the 7/ 1 Air Cat" 

SP5 Jerry Silvey cuts loose a burst 

A door gunner uses a " Bungee Cord :' 
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-THE JUDGE SAYS-

by CPT Douglas C. Arthur 

Last month, the Educational Assistance and Loan Guaranty proY1s1ons of the present '·G.I. Bills" were 
discussed in this column. This month 's column is again deYoted to the new ··G.I. Bills" \\hich ha\·c extended 
::i. wide range of benefits to Yeterans of milit::i.ry sen·ice \\·ho ha\·e served since 31 January 1955. 

In the area of disability compensation the VA pays \ 'eterans \\ho are disabled because of injury of disease 
incurred in. or aggraYa tcd by act i\·e service in the line of duty. Payments arc based on the degree of clis­
:ibility and ho\,. much the \ 'eteran is handic::i.ppcd in earning a li\·ing. The monthly amounts for disabil iti es 
incurred during \\·artime sen·ice run from S23 to as high as $1000. There is a lso an additional dependency 
allowance for scn·ice connected disabilities c\·aluatcd bv the VA as 50 percent disabling. 

Veterans \,·ho de\·e lop chronic or tropic:il disease to a degree of 10 percent or more disability " ·ithin one 
vcar of release from the sen ·icc ::i.fter 31 January 1955 may be presu111cd to haYc a sc1Yice-connened dis­
ability for compensation. 

Veterans of the \"i etnam Era \\·ith 90 or 11101-c davs scn·ice or \\·ho ha\·e been separ:1 tcd from the service 
\\·ith a sen·ice-connected disability m::i.y be eligible for a non-sen·icc-connectcd disability pension. This occurs 
if the \'eter::i.n becomes totally or permanently disabled at a time lau.:r from reasons not connected to the 
sen·ice. Pan11ents \·a ry between S29 and $230 monthly. dependent on such facto rs as inco111c, number of 
dependents. requirement for aid and attendance of another person , and pL-riocls during \\·hicl1 the veter:111 
m:J.y ren;i\T c:J.re in a VA facilit\'. 

Turning to medical care, the V:\ offers hospital or outpa ti ent c:J.re when needed for all sen·ice-connerted 
medica l or compensable dental conditions. The treatment is gi\-cn at one of the m:J.ny V !\ hos pi ta ls or 
clinics or the VA m::i.y authorize pay for outp::i.t ient CJ.re by a hometown doctor or dentist. In some cases 
drugs and medicines may be furnished if prescribed by a duly licensed physician as specific thcr:J.py in the 
tre:J.tment of an illness or injury suffered by :1 \·eteran . 

Veterans separated from the sen·ice \\·ith :J. sen·ice-connected dis:J.bility m:w apply to the VA for special 
nonparticip::i.ting N:J.tion:J.l Scn·ice Life Insur:J. nce. The \·eteran must be in good health except for the scrvicc­
connected disability and application must be made \\·ithin one ye:ir af ter the VA determines th:it the dis­
ability is sen-ice-connected. There :ne se\Tral insur:ince plans that the disabled \·e tcran may be eligible for, 
depending largely on the condition of his health. Specific inquiry shou ld be made to the VA for detailed 
information . 

Unless specifically refused , all members of the Armed Forces have been pro\·iclcd with Sen·iceman's 
Group Life Insurance ( SGLI ) since 28 September 1965. Payment for these policies is deducted from their 
pay :ind as long as the serviceman remains in the sen-ice, he is cm·ered. Upon leaving the sen·icc, he has 
120 days in " ·hich to com·ert to a permanent form of insurance if he so desires. These policies :ue nei thcr 
issued nor administered by th e \".-\ but by pri\·ate commercial companies. HO\\Tver, a list of p:1rticipating 
companies \\·ill be mailed to the veteran bY the V ..-\ upon request or a li st can be obtained at any V :-\ office. 
It is adv:sable not to delay in submitting a copy of DD Form 2 H., Report of Discharge, to an agent of 
any one of the participating companies .. -\n eligible \·eteran submitting a timely application is assured of 
ha\·ing a policy issued by the particip::i.ting company of his choice. The particular adva_i1tagc in converting 
SGLI is to the sen-ice-disabled \Ttera n who could not othern·ise obtai n a rn111me rcial insurance policy at 
standard rates. 

The job counseling and cmployme.nt pbccrnent sen·ice is under the supL·n ·ision of the U. S. Department 
of Labor and is administered through the local Veterans Employment Reprcsent:iti \·e in local State Em­
plorn1ent Sen·ice Offices. Employment counseling and testing is provided \\·hen necdcd. Priority for referral 
to appropriate training programs :incl job opening3 is given to eligible ve'tcrans with first considera ti on. giv~n 
to disabled \Tterans. 
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Cobras in the Delta. SP 5 Dan 11 .hitehead. 

COMBAT ART 

HAWK 

U.S. Arnt),. Aviation 
Helicopters and the men who fly 

them have been the subject of 
111ilitary artists and photoe;raphers 
sine<.' the Vietnam War began. 

The unique role of the helicop-
00 ter and the courage displayed daily 

by the pilots and crews have lent 
an aura of fasc ination to these 
machines and men unlike anything 
else in this unusual war. 

:'\ot since the aces of the First 
\\.arid War and the bomber pilots 
of \\'arid War II have any group 
of men been so publicized as the 
chopper pilots. 

On the follo\,·ing pages are a fe\, . 
representations of Army a\·iation in 

__ ,,.=z:li~3j~~~~~: the Republic of Vietnam done b\· 
:"_ .-\rmy artists . 

..;::::::I!'"",..- .. - Landing Z one T oothpick. 

Sp5 Dan Whitehead. 
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Extrartim1. SP5 Dan 
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SKYCRANE 
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Chinook Resu/Jpl_y Dafs End. SPG Earl Orgis 
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214th 
CAD l._RO,TIJ)ES 
CDil'\""OOKS FOR 
9TD INl~ANTRY 

VISA 
REQUIREI\IENT 
LIFT El) 

NE\V GI, G2, G3 
FOR BRIGAnE DCl 

The 214th Aviation Battalion (Combat) provided seven CH-47 
"Chinooks" to airlift the first 800 troops of the 9th Infantry Division 
which departed in the opening phase of the Vietnam cutback. The 
"Hooks'' of the H7th Assault Support Helicopter Company, "Hill­
climbers," flew the troops from Dong Tam to Ton Son Nhut and 
Bien Hoa. L TC Ronald J. Stever.s, Commanding Officer of the 21 +th 
CAB. acted as Jir controller and coordinator for the move \1·hich began 
at 0730 July 8 and was completed 3t 1330 the same day. The 214th 
"Cougars" located at Dong Tam support 9th Infantry operations on 
a daily basis. 

Visas or passports are no longer required by Vietnam-b:lsed military 
personnel who :lre traveling to Australia on ordinary lea\·e via R&R 
aircraft. The \·is:i requirement was dropped July 1, according to the 
MACV R&R Section. Only travel orders, immunization and military 
ID c:ird are no11· required for this travel. Ho\1-e\·er, the ID card must 
show the individual's soci:il security number. 

LTC Thomas E. .-\nderson comes to the 1st Aviation Brigade from CO 
of the 13th Combat Aviation Batt:ilion. He repbces L TC George R. 
Crook as G- 1. This is Colonel Anderson·s second tour in \'ietnam. 
LTC James \L Peterson. formerly squadron CO of the 1st Squadron. 
9th Cav., lst .-\ir Cav. Di\·. , replaces L TC \'\' illi3m C. Chamberlain 
as G-3. This is Colonel Peterson 's second tour in \'i etnam. 
L TC Ronald T. Walker comes to the lst A1·iation Brigade to replace 
L TC William .-\. Walker as G-4. This is Colonel Walker's third tour in 
Vietnam. His last tour was with the Tactical Air Control Squadron 13. 
H :\ \ u-.:. 1rnuld like to \\·elcome Colonels .-\nderson, Peterson and Walker 
to the 1st /\ 1·i3 ti on Brigade and " ·ish them as much success in the 
Brigade 3S they have had in the past. 

PUC TO 335TD ADC The Presidential l:nit Citation was recently a\\arded to the 335th 
Assault H elicopter Compam-. The 335 th AHC distinguished itself by 
extraordinary heroism, exceptional ga llantry and professional skill in 
defeating a heavily armed, well-trained and numerically superior 
enemy during Operation \Iac.-\rthur in Kontum PrO\·ince, Republic of 
Vietr.:i.m, from 6 ::\01·ember to 23 NO\·ember 1967. (See story page 6 ) 

HIGH FLIERS 
SILVER STAR AN)) 
ADO\VE 
26 Jt;:XE-10 JULY 

SGT \Iarshel E. Ransford , 7th Armored Squadron, 1st .-\ir Cavalry 
SP5 J ohn B. Orebaugh, 7th Armored Squadron, 1st Air CaYalrv 
1LT Thomas C. White, 192d Aviation Company (.-\ssault Helic;pter l 
IL T J ames J. \folloy, 11-tth Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter 1 

*SP5 Edward . ..\ . Bario"·, 366th A1·iation Support Detachment 
L TC John H . Phillips, 3rd .-\rmored Squadron , 17th Air Ca1·alrv 
\L-\J Roy P. Elliot. Jr. , 192d Aviation Company ( .-\ssault Helic~pter 1 

SP+ Jack F. Gi lmore, 175th A.\" iation Company (.-\ssault Helicopter ) 
*SFC \[ills Beale III, 366th Aviation Support Detachment 
*Posthumous 




