
; 

- · 

'TDUST OFF" 
5oth Medical Detach!nent (Eel Amb) 

APO San Francisco 96316 

ColIIl!lB.nding Officer: Major Ronald c. Jones 

First Sergeant: SFG James T .. Ratliff 

Monthly News letter 1 May 1968 

11It is when we forg-et ourselves that we do things that are 
long remembered.n 

"Success is the ability to get along with some people and $ad 
of others. 1r 

A new phase of constructi~n · went under way during April. T'ne 
maintenance section poured a new concrete ramp for their office a.."ld 
working area. A nev maintenance office ~as completed and moved into, 
which h.a.s centrally located a:..1 aircraft mainteri...a::ice in one area of 
operation. 

The DECCA NAVIGATIONAL s::S'IlM has been installed in our aircraft, 
and the beginning of its aper. Ltional usage ...ras begun at the completion 
of our pilot orientction given by the area Decca representative. 

A day of glory c.D..Ille to the White Horse Division, Korean Army, on 
8 April 1968, as operation Tok.aiJi, was brought to a close. During t.he 
three day operation the ROK 1S d.estroyed two 'NVA Battalions of the 95th 
NVA Reg-i_ment. Dust Off was given praise for the services rendered in 
support of the ROK 1 s during this victorious oper.::.tian. 

,m~ums 

The following ind.iv iduals were decorated by Lt Colonel James w. 
Thompson, 4Jrd Medicul Group, COililllD.Ilding Officer, during the montb.J.y 
awn.rds ceremony. 

Major Ronald c. Jooes, Det:.:.chment Coram.:1.n.der, received the lOOOth 
HOUR COMBAT FLYING PLAQQE for distinguished service to his country 
while pa.rticipu.ting in $USt.:.iil.ed aeria.l flight, in support of the free 
world forces in the Repc.blic of ifietnam during tho periods: 

28 May 1963 to 
14 October 1967 to 

. . 

15 May 1964 
13 March 1968 

M.:i.jor Jones' outstanding degree of professionaliSI!l and devotion 
to duty h.a.s brought grea.t credit upon himself, his organizations and 
the United States Army. 

Captain Ronny E. Porta. rece:ivcd the third and fourth oak leaf 
clusters to the Air Medal for meritorious achievement, while partici­
pating in sustained aerial flight, in support of com.bat ground f orccs 
here in the Republic of Vietnam. 

For Vo.lor, Captain Porta. received the fifth oak leaf cluster to 
the Air Medal with 11V11 device. On 6 November 1967, C::i.pto.in Porta. 
received a request to attempt a hoist extractior.. of six seriously 



... 
· wounded U.S. soldiers, under the conditions of an insecure cxtr~ction 

site and the requirement of positioning his aircrn.ft between two 
cntungled jungle cunopies. He accepted the mission and courageously 
exposed his unarmed helicopter to the vicious fire from enemy small 
arms and automatic weapons. Attar extra.cting the t'WO most seriously 
injured patients, he withdrew from the extraction site to reduce his 
exposure rate and permit his crew time· to remove the patients from 
the forest peDetrator. Realizing that the critical need of the re­
maining caaua.lties demanded immediate attention, he skillfully 
maneuvered his ship three more times braving the bail of bullets to 
safely extract the six seriou~ injured soldiers. As our cull word 
signi:fies, we give Dedic:ited Uchesitating Service To Our Fighting 
Forces ---- "Dust Ofr". -

The i'ollO\ling two individUD.ls received the Basic Air Medal for 
meritorious achievement while participating in sust.'.li!:led aeria1 
flight over hostile territory: 

SP4 P ATRrAMOR E. AGULLA.?.IA. 
SP4 PETER GOIDBACK 

The Good Conduct Medal, (first awa.rd) was awa.""'Cied to SP5 Thomas 
J. Kelly for exempl..1ry bcba.vior, efficiency, ~ !idelit7 while 
serving his country from: 13 January 1965 to 12 January 1968. 

SP5 David R. Painter w.s a.ward.ad the Us.ARV Certificate of 
Achievement, who, during the period April 1967 to April 1968, dis­
played si.ngul.ar perseverance, fidelity and professiono.1 campetcmce 
while rending meritorious service in support of the counterinsurgency 
effort in the Reuublic o£ Vietnam. 

Clusters to- the Ah· Medal for 'illeritorious achcivement in re­
peated aerin.l flights over hostile territory were ~warded to: 

Captain Peter M. Hansen - loth a.nd llth Oak I.co..f Cluster 
c.aptain Ottis G. Turner - 2nd, 3rd, 4th Oak Leaf Cluster 
~ James D. Semones 7th, 8th, 9th Oo.k Leaf' Cluster 
SP5 Do.vid R. Po.inter 9th o.nd loth Oak leaf' Cluster 
SP; Gerold L. S'"uerns 3rd a.nd 4th Oo.k leaf Cluster 
SP4 Hugh L. Howell 2nd, 3rd, 4th Oak Lec.f Cluster 
SP4 ~Teal A. Stanley 2nd a.nd 3rd Ock I.eti:f: Cluster 
SP4 Russell L. Wright 4th a.nd 5th Oc.k leaf Cluster 

MIS§.!Qlf 

The unit performed the following mission during April. 

Patients Evucui ted 

FREE WORID FORCES .ilRVN OTHER { CIVILL'u~ & row) 

135 130 116 79 
Total patients ow.ctnted during month: _J.60 ___ _ 
Day Flying Time: 278:00 Aircraft Ava.iln.bility: 7e$ 
Night Flying T:ime: 5J.:OO Hoist Missions; 25 
Total Hours: 329:00 A.vera.ge A.vta.tor Tll:.c: 53 Hrs 

UNIT'S L™GE, HONORS, DECO~IOWS, AND C:.MPAIGN p;._"Q.TICI?J...TIONS 
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DEP .AR.TNE.l-!T OF THE ARMY 
LINEAGE 

50TH MEDICAL DErAG'dHENT (HEL AMB) 

50th Malaria Control Unit -was constituted 1 September 1943. 
Activated at .Army Service Forces Unit Training Center, New 

Orleans, knti.siana 3 September 1943. 
Assigned to the Ue-w Orleans Post of Embarkation effective 

10 September 1943. 
Transferred from .Army Service Forces Unit Training Center,~ 

New Orleans, Louisiana. to Hampton Roads Port of Embarkation, 
(Staging: Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia), enroute to Algeria, 
assigned to the North African Theater of Operations, 8 October 
1943. 

5oth Malaria Control Unit was redesigri..ated The 5oth Medical 
Composite Unit an:l reorganized as (Malaria Control) under Ser­
vices of Supply, United States Army Forces, China-Burma India, 
21 August 1944. . 

50th Medical Composite Unit was redcsignated the 5oth M.11.::u-ia 
Control Detacbm.errt, India-Burma Theater, 3 April 1945. 

Reorganized under TOE 8-500, Services of Supply, India-
Burma Theater, 24 April 1945. 

· 5oth Malaria Control Detachment wa.s inactivated effective 
i 10 October 1945 in India. 
' 50th Mularia Control Detachment Yas rcdosignated the 50th 
'. Medical DctD..chment, allotted to the Regular .A:rrrry, as signed to the 
. Far East, activated as a (Helicopter .Am.bul:tnce Unit), effective 

2 December 1952 in Korea. 
Was reorganized o..s a (Helicopter Ambule.ncc Unit) under TOE 

:8-500A, effective 1 April 1954, Eighth United Stutes k!:;:ny. 
1 Reorganized as (Helicopter AmbuJ.ancc Unit) under TOE 8-500R, 
'effective 1 July 1955, Eighth United Stut<::s Army. 
· Reorganized o..s (Hblicopter Ambul.D..nce Unit) under TOE 8-500C, . 
-;with authorized strength of 4 Officers and 17 Enlisted Men, 
eff8ctive 23 June 1957, Eighth United S"'...utes 11rmy. 

Reorganized as (Helicopter AmbuJ..:lnce Unit) under TOE 8-500C, 
~hange 1, effective 25 June 1958, Eighth United Stutes f,:rrrry. 
· Rcorga.nized a.s (Helicopter lunbulance) under TOE 8-5000, 
Cbange 2, with authorized strength of 5 Officers and 17 Enlisted ' 
Ma.n., effective 25 April 1960, United States ID:my, Pacific. 

Wa.s reorganized as (Helicopter .AmbuLc.nce) under TOE 8-5COC, 
Chs.nge 2, with authorized strength of 4 Officers e..nd 17 Enlisted 
Mer-, effective 24 June 1960, United States Army, Pa.cific. 

5oth Medictl Det.:icbment (Hel lunb) was inactivated in Korea., 
effective 15 August 1962. 

Assigned to Fourth US A:I:rrzy-, was activated e..t Fort Polk, 
Louisia...-ria. o..s the 5oth Medical Detachment (Hel .imb) under TOE 8-
500C, Change 4, with authorized strength of 5 Officers ari.d 22 
Enlisted Men, effective 25 Murch 1963. 

Surf.:::.ca Echelon dep::i.rtcd Fort Polk, Louisiarul for Ludlow, 
California, 1 May 1964, to purticip.:::.tc in joint exercise Desort 
Stri..~e, for a.pproxi.mD.tely 60 da.ys, ~rrivi~g Ludlow, eu1;~or:ri.o.. 
on 3 M..o.y 1964. The Air Echclor;. dc~~cd Fa~ Polk 27 A.p::-i.l 1964 
and ar:-ived ut Ludlow- on 3 Mc.y 1964. At the; completion of exercise 
DGscrt St:-frc the :i~-:, ::-ntu=::cC. tc· ~'Jr:, Pe l~.:- , ~ui~, ~-=-i~;j:ig 
,...., ._.., ':) ; ,, ,...,. c. ""1 -::;.(..., / 
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Air echelon "WUS transf orred from Fort Polk, louisiD..DD. to 
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, for n.ppro:x::irnately 30 days to par­
ticipate b the Joint Exercise Gold Fire I, departing Fort Polk 
on 6 November 1964. o.nd arriving Fort Leona.rd Wood on 8 November 
1964.. The surface echelon departed on 7 November 1964 n.nd arrived 
on 8 November 1964.. Upon completing the Joint Exercis~ the unit 
departed Fort I..eomrd, Missouri on 18 ifovember and arrived at 
Fort Polk, Louisiana on 20 November 1964. 

Reorganized as a (Helicopter Ambulance) unit under TOE 8- ._ 
500C, Cho.nge 9 with authorized strength of 5 Officers and 22 
Enlisted Men, effective 10 June 1965. 

Tr...n.sfcrred from Fort Polk, Louisiana to Fort Hood, Texas 
for appro:x:ililately 23 days for ~icipation in the Joint Exercise 
Silver Hruid~ Departed Fort Polk 23 April 1965 ~d arrived at 
Fort Hood 24 April 1965. · Completing the exercise the unit depart­
ed Fort Hood o.nd a.rrived at Fort Polk on the same date, 15 May 1965. 

Reorgt:?ltized a.s u (Helicopter .Ambulance) unit under TOE 8-
500D, Change 1, with authorized strength of 5 Officers and 28 
Enlisted Men, effective 23 December 1965, Fort Polk, Louisiana. 

Reorganizo.tion effective;: 1 October 1966, underMrOE 8-500D, 
with an authorized strength of 8 Officers and 28 Enlisted Men at 
Fort Polk, Louisiana. 

Tra.nsferred to perm:inent change of st.:ition from Fort Polk, 
Louisiana. to Arrrzy- Termi nn.J enroute to the US Arr:J.y, Pacific. 
Departed Fort Polk, LJuisia.na on 2 October 1967, a.r~ived a.:id 
departed Oukland ~ Ba.so on 3 October 1967 a.nc ~r::-ivod Vietnnm. 
26 October 1967. 

Effective 24 Januo.ry 1968, under M'J'OE ~500D the authorized 
strength is 4 Officers, 8 Warr~nt 0fficers, and 28 Enlisted Men. 

HONORS .AND DECORATIONS 

MERITORIOUS UNIT COH!:lENDATIOii ~ .CA '='. J 7~. 1:-'_:"; l.Jrn53 to 30Jun53 
MERITORIOUS UNIT CIT.~!l\'DLT:LU.i.~, D./1_ ~n 7'7, 1951. :ul"tt.i...53 to 27.Tul54 

(Second ~) 

C.Af.!PAIGN P ARTICIP~TIONS 

THIRD KOREAN WTh'TER 
KOREA SUMNER-FALL 1953 

KOREA 

2 Dec 52 to 30 Apr 53 
1 M.a.y 53 to 27 Jul 53 
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ADDITIONS 
'°) .. 

This month brought the unit three new members. From the 498th 
Medical Company (Air .ilmb) we added: 

PFC ANTHONY R. THOMPSON - HeJ.:..copter Mccho.nic 

From the 91st Evacuation Hospi~l we receiv-0d: 

SP5 CHARLES T. CWT.I. - MGdica.l Specialist 

And our arrival from th<;; st.1tos this month was: 

WOl WILLIAM T. DILLfilID - A.vi.:itor 
With the addition of Mr. Dil.lD.rd, our Aviator strength ~ to 

the authorized twelve. This is tho first tDie the 5oth Med Det (iel 
.Amb) bas been privileged in bo.ving its complete authorization of 
Aviators. 

ill§. 

On 9 April 1968, the service:s of the 50th Medic:tl Det.:t.cbment (Hel 
Amb) -were given to LTC Nickles Conti, USARV Medici Consultant; LTC 
Gene Aaby, US/JN 8'..u-gical Consul k..."lt; anti LTC RDse Straley, USllRV 
Assist.:int Chief Nurse, who pa.id a visit to ti.~e 9lst Evaucation Hosp­
ite.1. The US'ULll outstanding VIP service was rendered to these visitors. 

PROMOTIONS 

The 50th Medical Detachment (Hel .Amb) had the following promo­
tions during April: 

WOl RANDY L. P J~CHETT became Chief WD.J:T:mt Officer W-2 
WOl JlMES D. SEMONES became Chief Wa.rm..-rit Officer W-2 
WOl FREDRICK C. WHITNEY ooco.mc Chief Wo.rro.::it Officer W-2 

FOR THE COi.1MANDER: 

PETER M. HALIISEN 
C.APTAIN, HSC 
Public Information Officer 


