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ConJII!l:_TJ.ding Officer: rhj or Ro bcrt R. Cloke 
Ple.toon Sergeant: SFC Thomas L. Ross, Jr. 

Air AmbuL.-i..nco P1_a toon 
J26t..i. ~i:!dicc.l Battalion 
1.0lst Airborne Divis:i.on 

Poor old Brian. When he finally came The idea behind stick timz for crow 
dragging into the office_ after the chiefs is to allow them to t.a.!ce ovor 
training session, he looked like he bad flight of an aircraft in the event the 
gone tbrough the mill. But in truth, pilots are injured and unable to fly. 
!:le bad gone through a Eucalyptus tree. This also stimulatc-;s interest in the 

Nov,. that's easy to explain. He ¥JB.s training program and gives the crev 
pla.ying :patiP.nt, yo11 see, riding the chinf a littlEl b~ttcr understanding of 
forest pene.:urs..tor ft-cl'!! +,he ground. to the hov his helicopter functions. 
hqlicopt.er di..:Ting e. t:cai:ning session. AND HOIST TR..4.INiilJG lB VERY VITAL Ii:~­
We were tai.l'Ling some nev guys tc pull deed. The terr3.in in the lOlst Abn Div 
or operate, a hoist. And since they Area of Operations is, for a great pa.rt, 
were ne;,r, the:T f:id mP..!cs a. few m:tst.a.kes, thick jungle. And triple cc,no:-y ju .. "1-­

S'.lchas a.:i:·eggfr3 Bria..."l. tl1rough the tree gle where trees grov from 100-200 fcGt 
j r.,stead of t.he . open e:;:iacc, and banging high don rt ma.Im idc:.a.l landing zones • 
. ~'.1:'_-5 shculde:i.· on the helicopter skids Thus, the need for the hoist. 
:11:=;:t as he Si-?Ullg u..:lderneath the ship. DurLJ.g hoist trtlning, everyone, 
S·:-me days are lj

1::e that, you know. medics and crev chief's alike, get tc 
SO GO THE TRADUNG SESSIO.i:JS, A~ID THE learn to operate the ho:5.st. Both ol 

-t:~ellbws. do ma.1:e a fev mistakes beforo them stand out on the skids and guidE:, 
they learn the. procedures well. But as the p~netra tor e.ow. to the ground, tr ... 0n 
in all training, that is what practice up again. 
is for-to make the mista!ces when they ~ PJI.Ol'S GET mA.CTICTI: HCNE:lOO; l''JR. 
C.on't endanger anyone. they have to J:eep the ship as still 11.s 

The training sessions, for both. pj__ possible. ¥.tlnytimes on actual missic-r•s 
l~ts an.cl crew members, started in earn- the helicopter is in a. snnll opening 1r. 
est about thG mid.dle of January, and the ce.nopy a.nC. th0 rotor blades a:re 
progresses a.ccord-ing to the availibility clipping leaves from the trees. ~eping 
of aircraft and ~1eople. T'.aase variables the ship as still as possj_ble is a noc­
:..·ely, of course, on both the weat..'ler and cessity in such a situation. 
the tc.cti.ce.1 situation. . WO John Shirley, the Aviation safety 

TR..'tilTING IS DIYIDZD INTO TI-lIBE BASIC officer, is in churge of the traini.ng 
facets~hood t:i..lllA for aviators, stick pr6grc.m, and hclpir..g him train ths Cl"T.r 

ti.me for the crev chiefs, and training chiefs and medics on .t:l:le hoist are s:;.-::5 
the full crew fer hoist operations, Richard Oberg and SP5 Tom Rolls. 
teach.; ng every crew member to operate 1 · · I 
2- hoist w:! th forest penetrator a.J:ld a . i 
Stokes l~-t~e:r; vrhil7 ~inta.~ning the pi- F~lly, due to ·the grace ~f God and j 
lot 1 s proficiency in Llovering. jtho U.::> postal syst-:-m, our unJ.t patches i . 

Hood time is flight time flying com- arrived. And it was a.bout time. Wbe..t l 
p. letaly by ins·~ants, simiilating bad we got ¥JB.s 170 brightly colored patches I 
;,.ir-ather or u:i.ghttime conditions. The for wear on the right shirt pocket. 
-;:i.il0t: s view is obstructed by material T'..lcy'rc circuler, with a red cross 
placed over t..i.e winshielf so he can against a whi tc ba.cl:ground, bounded by I 
::-ely only on his instrument panel. Dur- a maroon ri:qg, a.nd on the :fiaca of tJ:.c , 
ing flight school, 50 hours of hood cross is a green, medevac helicopter. I 
time is required, and US.AP.V suggests .3 T'.ae vnrds Air .Amb Plt are on top of+.h:: t 
hours hood time per month per pilot. .::.tch and J26th M:ld Bn is on the oct:i:;b~J 
Of cou:r.·se, wr zones ars not the best 
places for training-. 



\-\O\ST ~VACuA.-n ~·t---1 =· ARE N 
1T 

~ E C.. AM O\J i=" LA G £. t> 13 v T • ~ 
INTEND~D 

. . . . . 

. -- ·-----1 
I 

i 
' -·· -------------···-··----- ·-----------·--------··-

A FEW WORDS FROM DUSTOFF 96 
The Pla. toon' s acti.'v.:lties have sprea 

even further from home base this month 
w.i. th Lt Eva.n's section taking a salw.ged 
hooch at Ca.mp Evans and turning it into 
a castle of warmth and hominess a'W!ly 
from 11homP. 11• The crew have decided the 
Camp Evans standby is not so bad after 
all, and are willing to pull permanent 
standby. FSB I.os Ba.nos at the southern 
end of the AO is running a close second, 
trying to induce tl.1.e day standby crew 

. w.i. th good chow, thei:r own bunker, pre­
buil t aircraft. revetment, and Col Dyke's 
"lfo Slack" hospitality. According to 
these crews the view and sunshine are 
second only to Haw.ii. Funny the st:;me 
sun can't shine on CD.mp Eagie. 

The fringe benefits of marg:iJ:Jal wea-
. ther :t:cy:lng and insecure hoists are now 
being endured by tm'ee new AC' s: Cpt 
Jim Danby,· Dustoff 903; lLT George Min­
er, Dustoff 905, ond WO John Blessing, 
Dustof'f' 999 or "Triple Niner." 

Construction of the EW'NCO club be.s 
auickened. to a sntlil'spe.ce and the Of­
ficer rs I.ounga is rapidly catching up. 
Both arc welcome 'additions to the areo. 
. To top off o. busy mcntb, l.£1.st Satur­
day tho Plc>.toon held an a.wards ca:"emony 
wi. th LTC Mi ttemeycr presenting thirty­
one awards to nineteen individuals. 

It perfect timL-ig gets you cnywh!re, 
lLT Kerry Little is destined to. go a 
long way. Why? Here's what happened: 

<he-:i. tis very bard to connect w:i. th 
e. r>hona call from Vietnmn to the United 
StateI:. 

TWO-DOWN SOUTH ON TDY, LT LITrIE 
decided to cc.11 his wife, Carmen, and 
find out how she YJCS getting along, 
being fully into her ninth month. 

Tbree--when he me.de the connec~ion, 
. he caught Carmen on tho w:y to _the hos­
pi tn.l. BCc::-..uacCarl'llOn isO.-studo!!.t nurse 
it didn't dawn on him at f'i:rst tbnt she 
ws going for a. personal re£'..son, and 
not to take care 0£ another patient. 
But she me_de it clear soon enough. 

FOOR-AFTER HANG DIG UP, C.i'..Rl'-EN WEi.IT 
to the hospito.l Q.Ild del:tvcred a bey, 6 
lb, 8 oz, nmnc!i Mlr!t Thornton, on tho 
3oth of Janu.:iry. Talk e.bout perfect 
timing. 

* * * 
Congro.tulD.tions a.re in order for 5 

people thismaith who earned promotions 
from SP4 to SP5: 

Gregory A. Brow 
Barth T. Cutler 
James R. Johnson 
Roy M. !ihyberry 
Kenneth D. Ro.msey 



- ! A HERO STCRY .11 . A WAl<DS 
This is not a tecbnicolor ~, 'With · I 

John Wayne leading the :infantry on to 
greater glory. It is a tv 'W8.r 1 with 
Euntley 8:Ild Brinkley describing every 
punch. 

BRQlz:l!: STAR WITH "V" 
SP5 Roger W. Goodwin. 

Am M~DAL 
15th OIC--SP5 David L. Woods 

Both men and machines are involved, 
and no men or ma.chine is ~ . important 
than Dustoff crews and helicopters who 
are on call 24 hours a day to save the 
15.ves or the wounded. 

' 12, l.4-15th OIC--SP5 Regor w. Goo<hdn 
4, 5, 7-l.4th OIC-CFT Charles H. Lawis 
BAM-lLT Thomas H. McC:raey 
Bil~u:r George L. Miner 

To help those of you 'Who hD.ve never 
been to a war, or those who have never 
even been invited to one, understand 
what this war is like, we '!:ring you the 
foll9wing truo-to-lif e account or a -cyp­
ical Dustoff' mission: 

"1-V crew and I, which consisted of 
Cpt Turn:i.p and !to. Skabie and 111.T medic, 
Sgt Good.body, a.nc1 myself, w took off 
'With our usual cloud of dust and a. HS.­
Ho Silver (our heliport is still in 1:ai 
need of pcntc prime, you see) on our 
vro.y to an urgent hoist mission, which 
'WEl.s ·insecure. 

The mission ws just called in a few 
minutes prior, and the ground umt had 
tw men with m.ultable ~unds, both in 
bad condition, so we knew w bad to get 
there in a hurry. That's our job. In 
a few minutc,s, we arrivE'!d to v.i. thin 
seeing <U.stance of the. site, anc.· stayed 
back wa. tching the gunships p~per the 
area. It wcs a thick jungle... : 

We decided to call the ground unit 
o.nd ask 'Where they were. Mr. Sk.."'.bie 
nnde the cn.ll. "Hello. Hey, how's it 
going dow. there? Is this BrokenS!:il-

. let I 1m tllking to? Good. Say, I bet 
you. can see us; but we can't see you.­
yes, you can? Good. We thought thllt we 
raight take out your wunded if yoU;' d 
li?~ to have them evac 1 d, and we wcro 
wondering wh,j_ch way you 1d recommond w 
come in, and just emctly where arc 
you, a.n:ywo.y? Como in from ti."lc South? 
Okay. Bo there in a jiff'. n Goe, tbnt 
t-r, Skabic is All Right on the r.dio. 

So when we 'WE'.'nt in Sgt Goodbody and 
I stood out on the skids so we could 
see how clost"I we crmc to the trees, and 
scare the pilots a. little, you !mow. · 
Finally, wo came to c. ba.l t. There we 
were, 200 feet above the jun.tlc floor, 
huffering. Boy, did we huff or. 'Wo 
tried to think hD.rd of our jobs. 

(Continued on next page) 

BAM-lLT Gerald M. Torba. 
BAM-WOl. Riebe.rd W. Obrocht 
BAM-WOl John E. Shirley, Jr. 
BAM-WOl George U. stapp 
BAM-SP5 Barth T. Cutler 
BA.M-SP5 Stephen B. Francis 
BA.l-L-SP5 James R. Johnson 
BAM-SP5 Daniel G. PUgh 
BAM-SP5 Ie.rry E. Wegener 

1 
BA.l~PFC Jos£?h II. Crunpbcll 

i 

ARMY COMM!:lm.tTION MIDAL, lST CIC 
SFC Thanas L. Ross, Jr. 

Affi~ CO~li!:iIDATivrT }.EJl\:L 
~ Robert R. Cloke 
CPr Jo.mos G. &.nby 
CPr Charks H. lewis 
C:eT ott;_s G. Turner :: .. 
WOl Micha.cl L. McICcmic.1· 
WO! ~'be E. Tucker 
SP5 Stephen B. Francis 
SP5 Roger w. Goodwin 
SP5 Micha.cl P. Mele.no 
SF5 Michael J. Outv.itcr 
SP5 Amador G. Sanchez 
SP5 Fdwd t.. Selruldcr 
SP5 David L. Woods . . . .. 
SP4 Anthony T~ Burdo 
SP4 Richard G, Runion. 
SP4 :t-t:rio A. Se.lvo.tor~ 
SP4 Anthony R. Thompson 

COMBAT MIDICAL BADGE 
~LT Robert R. Cloke 
CPT Jamos c. Danby 
CPr Charles H. lewis 
CPT Robert Di. Sawyer 
µ:r otis D. Evans 
l!!l'.Kerry L. Little 
lLT Thoma. s M. McCrl!.l'y 
·u.:r George L. ?finer 
lLT Gerald M. TorOO. 
SP5 Roy H. lt.yberry 
PFC Steven E. Arnold 
~ Joseph H. Campbell 
PFC Jo.mes A. lflrgro 

. 
i 
I 

I 
I 
; 

l 
.I 

t 



-.:'!-

To miderstand t:~is story, first 
Off w must ·tell · you that we have 
a mascot fer the Air Ambulance Pla­
toon. .I. dog, named Dusty (ror Dust­
off ~see the connection?). 

Dusty has been w:i.th us about 
three months now, which is as long 
as nl::.e ' s been on this narth, so we 
k!:.ow as much a bout her as any one 
is l.:i..!{ely to know about their .dog. 

OICAY, ONE OF TEE IlJTERESTilTG IT­
ems '1,;"e 1ve C.iscovcred about Dusty is 

.ho:r. :;J8.Ssion for shrimp. Dehydrated 
. .,·,~··i ......... .i...:ch i· s th"' onlv lkind. .,...-:, 
: .... - : _ ..... ·; ' W.u.&. - 'ti ..._ V c:u...a.-
&. b.rn ~lere • 

'r'.a.erc was a contest last week 
to see just bow !i1:tilY shrimp Dusty 
coulc cat, anc1 on successive do.ya;. 
in five minute time periods, Dusty 
gt:lped 56, then $1, thsn 86 shrimp. 

Some of the meaner type people. 
W3 have here couldn't see the shrb.p 
being n'WB.sted" feeding e dog, and 
they w.nted to feed it to her be-­
fare the shrimp was soaked in we.:.. 
·tcr, then to give her a drink---a 
big one. 

THEY HAD VlS IONS OF A Rom~ au .... 
loon-like dog. with nippers fer f1:Et, 

, floating away' towards the DMZ. But 
of course, we dJ.d.i"1 1t let that ho..p­
pen to Dusty. 

Mormally, you'd think that a dog 
~uld be afraid at helicopters, 'Yi th 
all the noise and commotion that 
tht'y kic!c up every time they leave 
or land.. But that's not the reno­
tion of Dw:ty, who rtms cut to greet 
the ships and their crews, playful­
ly barking. On occasion, Dusty has 
bet'ln known even to hitch a ride in 
the choppers, but that's been stop­
ped. We have no he.mess for her to 
wear, and we 1vo grow too C.tt.lchad 
to Dusty to have her sudcenly be­
come a.irborne during a right 1:Xl.nk 
8..l"'ld a cyclic climb. 

While w do believe in doing 
your. thing, that's going o. little 
too far. 

EAGIE DUSTOFF 
is a monthly publice:tion of 
the Air Ambulance Platoon, 
.326th Medicnl Be.ttE..lion. 

IDITCR 
SP4 AL:.rl T. White 

CARTOONIST I 
SP4 Br:L?.n R. Fo3x . 

HERO STCRY CO!::TIMU"'d> 

1 We lot the· basket:~ :dcwn, e.=.d .tilt::y · 
loaded· it up, ·'.'.nd we st.Jrtcd .c1r.1l-zi~1G. it~ 
bo.ck in i>d.th t:}.!· · ::o:tst.:. · AbO\'!.t halfw.:r~ 
up, we noticed the p~ticnt bogiln to 
wave his arms and point to his leg. So 
we we.vod be.ck. Friond~ fellow. P ... nd 
then w got b.:i.m inside the a.ircrc.ft, 
and found out he was being shot o. t. And 
thn.t meant w were being shot at, too. 
So we concentrated very hard on our 
jobs. 

And then we hightailed it out of' 
there. 

But they shot at us on the ..ay out, 
too, and c. bullet. nearly hit me. !ht 
it didn 1t, so I just kept thinking about 
doing my job. 

Thn.t 1s· abon.t it, except I ~mt to 
add a. bit.' a.bout nI'!' crew 'Who all were 
ca.lm c.nd ··cool sd" collected while We . 
were l:iJIIping our wunded ship l:nck home. 

lt-.ybe this story c.in' t pretty, but 
tl.1£!.t 1s thl1 we.y it w.s." 
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~God February only has twenty-_ 

eight days. We couldn't have ta.ken a 
31 day month. We started off with an 
0.r.·::,mization Day party, and ended u;::i 
wi~:1. a celebration for the departing 
.Battalion Co:till.iJender, LTC Bernhard T. 
Mittemeyer. ~"1.d there· cou1 d ha.ve been 
a lot of im~·.r-ovc:ment with wl').at went on 
in between. 

Our f'our -;iilots who were flying TDY 
vr.'~ th the 45th Med Co (.A.A) and a tta.ched 
·.mits ar!'ived ~1e 5th with tales about 
there actually being a 11 sun n down 
south. S.hiverhig, clad in Irv shirt, we 
f~und it hard to be True Believers of 
those tales, for we were suffering the 
fii:'st really cold qold spell of the 
v.."i:~'.tcr. 

Some wise guys wore wear:i.ng. t..'lsir 
h:v shirts bo.ckvards. Bu.t with the 
"c0llars turned dow, t.."1ey did look 
much like turtleneck sweaters. Sort 
of nice. 

Valent:ne'sDay arrived on time even 
if the cards ~ dn 1 t. Our tyi:-ical pony 
ex;_-iress mail service \i(\.S late with most 
o~ the cards. · 

1:. few of our peo:nle were Sillal't and 
w·;ren 1 t around for part of the mont..'l, 
li.'ke Cpt Robert D •. ~:a:wyer, who was ~ 
Haw.ii on R&R over Tet, hoping to miss 
out on some of the fun here, no doubt. 
But no thing happened. It was so quiet, 
he cou..1-d 've wJ.ted an extra day here 
because Mrs. Sawyer, held up by 1:nd 
we.:t the r in the Sta tas, showed up a day 
~~te. -

SP4 Brian Fox spent a week in Aus­
tralia a...1d ~na.gcd to miss tho bad~ 
ther spell altogether, and Sgt. David 
F~itt spent a week in SingaDore. Of 
c our sc, he bad planned on going to Tai­
pei. Great, huh? 

This month we lost five people and 
gained five. IDsses were: 
CPT Charles :I. Lewis, to Germany 
CW2 IDren P. Skarie, to Ft Rucker 
WOl Cb.a.rlcs Dill, to 2 S~ 17th Ca.v 
SP5 Michael Outwter, to 2/501st Inf 
PFC Richard Runion, to C Co, 326th M3d 

J o:i.ning us v.~re : 
CPT Will.irun Smith, in mintenanco 
WOl Robert B. Black, a Eilot 
WOl Edmond J. r:.uelier, a piloT: 
SSG Kcit!l Forrester, section sergeant 
SP5 Fritz C. ?er sijn, a. Ill3d.ic 

• 
And f'ina.lly, th,~:1ks to SFC Ross, we 

· now have t"WO horns in the area L'lstead 
of the previous c110, so our first a.nd 
second up crews don 1t have to strain 
their ee.rs so bard to hear their call 
anymore. 

------------·----·-- -- --·-· 
~i::>nthly Statistics 

PATIEllTS EVACUi.TED: 

us 437 
VN Civ 77 
~ CAP 19 
ARVU 22 
POW'/SUSP .10 
C.ANil~ _Q 

Tar.rl.L 565 

DAY/NIGiil' P.h.TIBMTS :· 

DAY 485 
NIGHT 80 

TOTAL 565 

MIBSIONS: 

DAY 441 
NIGh"T ..fil 

TOT.AL 504 

MID IC.AL RESUPPLY TOT.&"1.L L'JS. 700 

HOIST UTILIZATION: 

MISSIONS 44 
PATIENT~ 66 
BOORS 35 

FLIG1.1T T Il•JE: 

DAY 294 
NIGHT 34 
HOIBT ....ll 

TOTAL 328 

AVUTOR FLIGHT TTIE: 

AVG NO AVIATCRS PS£IT FCR DUTY 18 
HIGH 43 
LOW 5 
AVG 17 

ACFr AV:..IUBILITY % 83% 

-- . --.._.__ 


