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Poor old Brian. When he fimlly came The idea behind stick time for crew
dragging iato the office. after the chiefs is to allow them to take over .

training session, he looked like he had
But in truth,
he hdd gone through a Eucalyptus tree.

Now, that's easy to explain. He was
natient, you see, riding the
forest peneirstor frow the ground to the
helicopter during & training session.
We were training some new guys tz pull
or operate, a hoist, And since they
were new, they did meke a few mistakes,
suchas draggira Brian through the tree
instead of the open =pace, and banging
‘“s shculder on the helicopter skids
nst as he swvung vaderneath the ship.
Some days are like that, you know, -

SO GO THE TRALIING SESSIOFS, AND THE
fellows do male a few mistakes before
they learn the procedurss well, But as
in all training, that is what practice
is for—-to make the mistakes when they
don't endanger anyone.

The training sessions, for both pi-

“lo%s ané crew members, started in earn-

est about the middle of January, and

- progresses according to the availibility

- ing flight

ofaircraft and peonle. These variables
rely, of course, on both the weather and
the tecticel situatien. .

TRAINING IS DIVIDED INTO TEREE 2ASIC
facete—-hood time for aviators, stick
time for the crew chiefs, and training
the full crew for hoist operations,
teaching every crew member to operate
o hoigt with forest penstrator and a
Stokes litter while maintaining the ni-
lot's proficiency in hovering.

Hood timeis flight time flying com-
pletely by instruments, similating bad
weather or aighttime conditions.,  The
nilot's view is obstructed by material
placed over the winshielf so he can
r2ly only on his ingtrument panel.Dur-
school, 50 hours of hood
time is required, and USATV suggests 3
hours hood time per month per pilot.
Of course, war zones are not the best

- places for training.,

flight of an aircrsft in the cvent the
pilots are injured and unable to fly,
Thig alse stimulates interest in the
training program and gives the crew
chiaf a little better understanding of
how his helicopter functions,

AND HOIST TRAINING IS VERY VITAL IN~
deed., The terrzain in thc 10lst Abn Div
Area of Operations is, for a great part,
thick jungle. And triple cznony jun-
gle wherc trees grow from 100-200 $cet
high don't make idcal landing zones.
Thus, the need for the hoist.

During hoist treining, everycne,
medics ané crew chiefs alike, get te
learn +to opcrate the heoist. Both of
them stand out on the skids and guide
the penetrator cown tothe ground, then
up again,

THE PILOTS GET PRACTICE HOVERING, IR
they have to eep the ship as stl’l as
possible. Manytimes on actual missicrz
the helicopteris ina smll opening in
the cenopy and the rotor blades are
clipping leaves from the trees. Kecping
the ship as still as possible is a nec-
cessity in such 2 situation.

WO John Shirley, the Aviation safcty
officer, 1is in charge of the training
progrem, and helping him trein the cinwr
chiafs and medicsg on the hoist are SI5
Richard Obcrg and SP5 Tom Rolls.

Finelly, due to ‘the grace of God and
the US postal systom, our unit patchcs
arrived, And it was about time. What
we got was 170 brightly colored natches
for wear on the right shirt pocket.

They're circuler, with a red cross
against a whitc baclkground, bounded by

cross is a grcen, medevac helicopter.

a maroon ring, and on the facc of tic

The words Air imb P1t are on top ofthc |
pctch and 326th Med Bn is on the Botoom

!
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Howst EVACUA‘(\"NC AREN"
A CAMOUFLAoED BUT. ... ..

INTENDED 7o

] A FEW WQRDS FROM DUSTCFF 96

The Platoon's activities have sprea
~ even further from home base this month
with Lt Evan's section taling a salvaged
hooch at Camp Evans anéd turning it into
a castle of warmth and hominess awey
from "home". The crews havedecided the
Camp Evens standby is not so bad after
all, and are willing to pull permancnt
standby. FSB Los Banos at the southern
end of the AOis running a closz second,
trying to induce the day standby crews
. with good chow, their own bunker, pre-
built aircraft revetment, and Col Dyke's
"No Slack" hospitality, According to
these crews the view and sunshine are
- second only to Hawaii. Funny the same
sun can't shine on Camp Ea.g"e.

The fringe benefits of marginal wea-
_ther flying and insecurc hoists are now
being endured by three new AC's: Cpt
Jim Danby, Dustoff $03; 1LT George Min-
er, Dustoff 905, and WO John Blessing,
Dustoff 927G or "Triple Niner,."

Construction of the EM/NCO club hes
quickened to a snail's pace and the Of-
ficer's Lounge is rapidly catching up.
Both are welcome additions to the area.

To top off a busy menth, lost Satur-
day the Platoon held an awerds ceemony
vith LIC Mittemeyer presenting thirty-
one awards to nincteen individvals,

If perfect timing gets you an'ywhare
1LT Kerry Little is destined to go a2

long way. Why? UHere's what happened:

One—itis very hard to connect with
a phone call from Vietnomto the United
Statex.

TWO.-DOWN SOUTH OW TDY, LT LITTIE
decided to czll his wife, Carmen, and
find out how she wes getting along,
being fully into her ninth month.

Three-~when he made the connection,

.he caught Carmen on the way to the hos-

pital, BeecauscCermen isl-studont aurse
it didn*t dawn on him at first that she
was going for a personal reason, and
not to talke care of another paticnt.
But she mede it clecar soon enough, .
FOUR--AFTER HANGING UP, CARMEN WENT

"to the hospitzl and delivered a bey, 6

1b, 8 oz, named Murk Thornton, on the
30th of Jamucry. Talk about perfect
timing,

%* % i#*

Congratulations are in ordcr for 5
neoplc thismaith who carred promotions
from SP4 to SP5:

Gregory A, Brown

Barth T, Cutler

James R, Johnson

Roy M, Moyberry

Kenneth D, Ramsey
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A HERO STGRY |

This is not a technicoler war, with
John Wayne leading the infantry on to
greater glory. It is a tv war, with
Guntley and Brinkley describing every
runch,

Both men and machines are involved,
and no menor machine is more important
than Dustoff crews and heliconters who
are on call 24 hours a day to save the
Yives of the wounded.,

To help those of you who hove never
been to a wer, or those who have never
even been invited to one, wunderdtand
what this war is like, webring you the
following truc-to-life accountof a typ-
ical Dustoff missicn:

"My crew and I, which consisted of
Cpt Turnip and Mr. Skabie and my medic,
Sgt Goodbody, and myself, we took off
with our usual cloud of dust and a Hi-
Ho Silver (our heliport is still inted
need of pente prime, you sece) on our
woy to an urgent hoist mission, which
was -insecure,

The mission wes just calledina few
ninutes prior, and the ground umt had
two men with multable wounds, both in
bad condition, so we Xmew we had to get
therc in a hurry. That's owr job, In
a few minutcs, we arrived to within
seeing distance of the site, and stayed
back watching the gunships nepper the
area, It wes a thick jungle,

We decided to call thc ground unrb
ang ask where they were. M. Skabie
made the call, "Hello, Hey, how's it
going down there? 1Is this BrokenSkil-

-let I'm talking to? Good, Say, I bet

you can see us,; but we can't sce you—
yes, you can? Good, We thought that we
night take out your wounded if you'd
like to have them evac'd, and we were
wondering which way you'd recommond we
come in, and just exactly wherec arc
you, anywey? Come in from the South?
Oy, Be therc in o jiff," Gee, thet
Mr, Skabic is All Right on the rdio.
So when we went in Sgt Goodbody and
I stood out on the skids so we could
see¢ how close we c'mc to the trees and
scarec the pilots a little, you know.-
Finally, we came to 2 halt, Therec we
were, 200 feet above the junkle floor,
buffering. DBoy, did we huffer. We
tried to think hard of our jobs,
(Continued on next page)

AWERDS |

BRONZE STAR WITH "vn
SP5 Roger W, Goodwin

AIR MEDAL
15th OLC—-3P5 David L. Woods
12, 14-15th OILC—SP5 Rogor W, Gocdwin -
Ly 5, 7-14th OIC—-CPT Charles E. Lowis
BAM.~1LT Thomas !, McCrary
BAM-—]1IT Georgc L, Mincr
BAM-1LT Gerald M, Torba
BAM-_WOL Richerd W, Ohrecht
BAM-WO01 John H, shirley, Jr.
BAM--WO1 George U, Stapp
BAM--SP5 Barth T. Cutler
BAM._SP5 Stephen B. Froneis
BAM--SP5 J'amcs R, Johnson
BAM--SP5 Danicl G. Pugh
BAM-_SP5 lerry E, Wagonor
BAM—PFC Joseph H, Campbell

ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL, 1ST OIC
SFC Thomas L, Ross, Jr.

AR:Y COMENDATICON MEDAL
MAJ Robert R, Cloke
CPT James G, Danby

CPT Charles H, Lewis .
CPT Ottis G, Turnmor .-
WOl Michacl L, McXenna”
WOl Mex E. Tucker

SP5 Stephen B. Francis
SP5 Roger W, Goodwin
SP5 Michacl P, Mclene
SF5 Michnel J, Outwater
SP5 Amador G, Senchosz
SP5 Edward T, Selander
SP5 David L. Woods - . ..
SP4 Anthony T, Burdo
SF4 Richard G, Runion.
SP4 Merio £, Selvatore
SP4 Anthony R, Thompson

COMBAT MEDICAL BADGE
MAJ Robert R. Cloke
CPT James C., Danby
CPT Charlcs H, Lewis
CPT Robecrt D, Sawycer
JIT Otis D, Evans
11T Rerry L. Little
1IT Themns M, McCrary
‘11T George L. lHner
1LT Gerald M, Torba
SP5 Roy M. Mcyberry
PFC Steven E, Arnold
P*C Joscph H, Campbell
PFC James A, Mergro
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To understand this story, first
off W must tell -you that we have
a mascotfar the Air Ambulance Fla-
toon., A dog, named Dust{ or Dust~
off—see the connection?).

Dusty has been with us about
three months now, which is as long
as she's been on this earth, so we
krow as much about her as any one
is likely to lmow about their dog.

CfAY, ONE OF THE INTERESTING IT-
ens we've discovered about Dustyis
_her passion for shrimp, Dehydrated
gheismp, which is the only kindavail-
abic here,

Therc was a contest last weck
to see just how meny shrimp Dusty
could eat, and on successive doys,.
in five minute time periods, Dusty
gulped 56, thon &1, then 86 shrimp.

Some of the meaner type people.
w2 have here couldn't see the shrimp
being "wasted" feeding & dog, and
they wanted +to feed it to her be-
fore the shrimp was scaked in we-
ter, then to give her a drink----a
big one,

THEY HAD VISIONS OFA ROUMD, BAL-
loon~like dog, with flippers for fet,
. floating away towards the DMZ, But
of course, we didn't let that hap~
pen to Dusty.

Normally, you'd think that a dog
would be afraid of helicopters, with
all +the noise and commotion that
they kick up every time they leave
or land, But that's not the reco-
tion of Dusty who runs aat to greet
the ships and their crews, playful-
ly berking. On occasion, Dusty has
been known even to hitch a ride in
the choppers, but thatt!s been stop-
ped. We have no herness for her to
wear, and welve grown too 2attachad
to Dusty to© baw her suddenly be~
come 2irborne during a right bank
and a cyclic climb,

While we do belicve in doing
your. thing, that's going a little
too far,

I GUeSS 1 (Rurr) MADE
A Ple OF MYSeLf!

EAGIE, DUSTCOFF A
is a monthly publiczation of
the Air Ambulance Flatoon,
326th Medical Battelion,

{ EDITCR '
1 SP, Xerl T, White
: CARTCONIST

SP4 Brizn R, Fo3x -

HERO STRY CCETINUED

i We let the basketl:dowm, a=d they-
loaded it up, ~nd we storted.drawing it
back in with ti lofst...- About halfwayp
up, we noticed the patient began to
weve his arms and point to his leg. So
we weved beck, Friecndly fellow. And
then we got him inside +the aircraft,
and found out he was being shot at.And
that meant we were bcing shot at, too.
So we concontrated very hard on our
jObs.

And then we hightailed it out of
there,

But they shot at us on the way out,
too, ané o bullet ncarly hit me., But
it didn't, s0 I just kept thinking about
doing my job.

That's about it, except I want to
add a bit. about my crew who all were
calm and’ cool and collected while We.
were limping our wounded ship tack home,

Meybe this story 2in't pretty, but
thotts the wey it ws."



¥

Thank God February only has twenty-
cight days. We couldn't have taken a
31 day month, We started off with an
Crzanization Day marty, and ended up
wita & celebration for the departing
Battalion Commander, LIC Bernbard T.
Mittemeyer . And there could have been
a lot of imrrovement with what went on
in between.

Our four pilots who were flying TDYI
with the 45th Med Co (AA) and attached
mits arrived the 5th with tales about
there actually being a "sun" down
south. Shivering, clad in Irv shirt, we
frund it hard to be True Believers of
those tales, for we were suffering the
first really cold cold spell of the
wizter,

Some wise guys were wearing thsir
fev  shirts backwards. But with the
collers turned down, they did  look
much like +turtleneck sweaters. Sort
of nice. ' ’

Valent: ne's Day arrived cn time cven
if the cards didn't. Ouwr typical pony
exress mail service weslate with most
of the cards.

t few of our peorle were smart and
wiren't around for nart of the month,
like Cpt Robert D, Fawyer, who was in
Hawaii on RE&R over Tet, hoping to miss
out on some of tliec fun here, no doubt.
But nothing happened. It was so quiet,
he could've weited an extra day here
because Mrs, Sewyer, held up by bad
weather in the States, showed up a day
late.

SP4 Brian Fox spent a week in Aus-~
tralia and meneged to miss the bad we-
ther spell altogether, and Sgt. David
Fritt spent a week 1in Singanore, Of
course, he had plammed on going to Tai-
pei. Great, huh? -

This month we lost five people and
geined five. Losses were:

CPT Charles I, Lewis, to Germany

CW2 Loren P, Skarie, to Ft Rucker

WOl Charles Dill, t0 2 S 17¢h Cav

SP5 Michael Outwater, to 2/501lst Inf

PFC Richard Runion, to C Co, 326th Med
Joining us wore:

CPT William Smith, in maintenance

WOl Robert B. Black, a pilot

WOl Edmond J. Mieller, & pilo

SSG Kcith Forrester, section sergeant

SP5 Fritz C., Persijn, a medic

And finally, theaks to SFC Ross, we

"now have two horns in the area instead

of the previous cine, so cur first and
second up crows don't have to strain
their ears so0 hard to hear their call
anymorc,

e wewy

o n e cmam s o

I

v

i
Monthly Stgtigtics

PATIENTS EVACULTED:

Us 437

VN Civ 77
MED CAP 19 )
ARVN 22
POW/SUSP .10 :
CANDME _ 0O ;
TOTAL 565 i
t

DAY/NIGHT PATIENTS:

DAY 485 é
NIGHT 80
TOTAL 565
MISSIONS:

!.

DAY 441
NIGHT 63 a
TOTAL 504 -

MEDICAL RESUFFLY TOTAL I3S. 700 |
HOIST UTILIZATION:

PATIENTS 66

H
MISSIONS 44 3
¥
HOURS 35 :

FLIGHT TIME: o

DAY 294
NIGHT 34
EOIST 35 !

TOTAL 328 i

AVIATOR FLIGHT TIME:

AVG NO AVIATGRS PSNT FOR DUTY 18

HIGH 43
oW 5
AVG 17

ACFT AVAITABILITY % 83%




