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Getting to go on R&R or leave after
six or seven months in Vietnam is nor-
willy a pleasant experience, due to the
fact that you get a short vacation from
york, and you get to visit a foreign
country (unless you go to Bawaii to meet
youp wife) which is for most people a
¢once--in-a-lifetime opportunity.

But going through all the trouble of
tsking gleave and then not getiing out
of the ccuntry is a wvery frustrating
experience, That's what happened to
one fellow this month,

FIRST OF ALL, to go on an RER or a
leave, you get to take a ride on aC-130
airplane, an 4ir Force plane that will
never be mistaken for a civilian plane
because of its camfort. If youlve ever
wrndered what gyour baggage feels like
Aro.jng in the baggege hold of a normal
plane, you find ocut during o trip in a
C-130, Maximm capacity is the word,
g¢ you find yourself squeezed on all
sides, sitting on a metel pallet, in a
hot compartment. You're so close toge-
ther evan Ban doesn!t take the worry
out. After you're airborne, it is about
3 2 hour flight to Bien.Hoa, where you
bourd the gqver familier cattle trucks
for SERIS, an establishment not to be
centysed with either a candy ora Wreath
mint. It is the 10lst's . ‘Replacament
School and therein you process for your
odv- of~country RB&R, The <time spent
there isnit boring, if you like to sit
argund, Cr, you can rest in the sasade
frowm 90 ‘degree weather by taking a
staem bath, Or, you cen swim in the
pool, freo of charge.

4 NWIGHT THERE and you're off to Camp
" Alpha, with a fresh haireut to show
you'ire airborne. There you wait anoth-
et night. most likely, %efore departing
to your out-of-country destinmation,

'If you like to walk aroundin an’ap-
proximately two block area, you can
have fun at Camp 4lpha, toc, Some of
the exciting things Yo do there are:
heve your boots/shocs shined; stand in
‘line to check your bagsage a.t e Korean

‘money anywhare

shopgput your fatizucs in the 1z ,
end stand in line in the Club, mltmg
to find a seat at a table no mesn feat
considering the amount of people in
Camp Alpha at any hour of the dey,

- FINALLY THE MOMENT ARRIVES, You go
into the briefing roamat the appointed
hour, and sit through a 20 minute bydef-
ing telling you what you nced to lmow
about custonms, the time of your flight.
etc, And, of course, you f£fill out 2
few forms. Then, you line up to change
your MPC back into good old American
GREENBACKXS! Thet is, all the A2R peo-
ple do that, The leave people must wait
in suspense to fihd out if they made
the flight, This is determined by 4
priority process, bescd on your tinme
in countxy, o

Ouxr friend wasan a flight with abou
20 ompty seats, about 50 peoplc wenting
them, He was mmber 47. So, his trip
ended right there,

IN A STTUATION LIXE THIS, the thiag
to do is to try to get but to another
destination, But if you have your heoart
set on going to just one place, you'rs
out of luck, Since hc w&s &0 low -on
priority on the flight to his particu-
lar city of choice, chances are the same
results wouldapply to the some city fon

- the following day.

Our friend didn't wenmt to spend hig
else, so ho cone back
after +two long days of trying to get
out at Camp Alpha, Meybe helll try a-
gain later on.

CPT James Danby got some orders this
past week that he didn't want, So ks
turned them back to the dismay of some !

{people in the unit that would have l]:ed‘

to hawve had the orders themselves, !

CFT Danby who is in the Reserves ancl.
who doesn't DERCS until Septsmber, goti
orders to be released from active dutﬂ
in May, The orders turned out to be il-;
legal tecause CPT Danby still has al-j
most throe years left on a commitmentl
from.going to fl:.ght school, !
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With great trepidetion we approach
the month of April., 4fter ell, what are
you to expect from a month that starts
off with a self-proclaimsd "Foal's. Day?"

Merch finished off the first quarter
of the year in grand style., A 2% ton
truck parked on the hill above our unit
slipped the grip of itsbrakes and mer-

rily rammed into the Battalion Supnly

building, moving it towerd the heliport
a good six or seven inches and general
ly scrambling everything inside.

Fortunately, the truck first hit a
netal Conex outsgide the bwilding which
considersbly lessened the shattering
effect. 4g it is, thcugh, the building
will have to be torn down and another
built because the foundations are be-
yond repeir,

From the looks of that sback, entor-
1ng it for any reason would be consid-
red an act above and beyond the call
of duty and mske one highly eligible
for an award of valor,

SP5 Roy M, Mayberry was chot in the
foot during 2 hoist missicn Surday, the
first combet injury this unit has had
since last August, The bullset grazed
the back of his heel,mlssing the bone,
and doctors expect Roy to be back from
the hospital in a few weeks, Nothing
really serious, for which we are gratc-

Bight more people moved in with us
thiy menth (meybe it is the cheap rent
it ettracts them), so we're that much
¢losep to being crowded to the limit.

11T Jerry T Lee, CWO StanleyR Paden,
W61+ Qevel A Baldwin and JoseR Villar-
2 rFilled us to the brim with pilots.

%G Lowell W Bell. extended for six
meinths to get his asgigament as & Te~
ptacanent for SFC Ross, coming frem
the 2/327th Infontry,

SPA's James R Welters and Mertin R
Zay. ett moved from the main tsnance aew
o fly with usg,and PFC Lloyd L Auxien,
& Crash Rescure Specialist, came from
the States.

We wers getting so crowbd we had to
kick out a couple of guys to make room,
S6 CWO William T Dillard snd SP5 Thom-
a5 E Rolls left for the States. )

SP4 Rick McCurdy tronsferred to C
Co, 326th Med Bn, and SP5 Michael P
Mciane, home on an asmergency leave aft-
er the death of his father, wvas reas-
signed to the Stetas,

PC-2 _ Apn

MONTHLY STATISTICS

Patients Evacuated:

Us 595
VN Civ 110
MED CAP 31
ARVYN 27
POW/SUSP 10
CANINE 0

TOTAL 773

DAY/NIGHT PATIENTS:

Day 715
Night 58
TCTAL 1773
MISSTONS
Day 637
Might _Z0
TOTAL 677

i MEDICAL RESUPPLY TOTAL LBS,

HOIST UTILIZATICN:

Migsions 83
Patients 155
Hours 93
FLIGHT TDME:

Day 478
Night 24
Boist 93

"TCTAL

AVG NO AVIATORS PSRT F(R DUTY 24

ACFT COMBAT DAMAGE
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RIO!s*, by training are prepared to
deal in strenge encounters. But this
one incident didn!t have an answer any-
where in the bock, After all, what do
you do when a Memasan attacks you?

It started imnocently enouvgh., Our
RLO; who shall remrin nameless, wanted
his Memasan to wash his clothes, a re-
cuest norral enough, Cne shirt smelled
2 bit of licquor, becsuse he had acci-
dently spilled a drink on himself at a
party the night before,

Mamasan was to have no pert of thet
sitirt, however, She separated it from
the pile of clothes to be washed, wawed
it at hin, and 2aid firmly, "No WASHI
You rumber ten, You go inte Fhu Bai
and szg Cyclo Girl, No wash."

Ko, we have here cne astounded man,
who is being accused of God knows whet,
and happens to need his shirt washed;
and, cne defiart woman, convinced her
employer has been fooling around, and
whe's determined notto wash any clothss
messed up in any such actions. But
leoadership training takes hold, and our
RLO faces up to adversity bravely, "Ma-
masen, you wash," he commands, "No wsh,
you finis." So saying, he handed the
shirt to her once more,

Mamasan grabbed it and threw it down,
"NO WASH! TYou Mumber TEN THOU|®#*

How do you control the sitwation, owr
RLO must have been thinking, A threat
might do it. So our RLO picked up the
shirt, shoved it at Mumasen, drew his
face up into a terrible grimnce, and
made 2 "slicing the throat® action with
his finger. "Mamesan, You wash or I
Crocodile youl® N

She wavered. Was the battle won...

¥ RFAL LIVE OFFICER—a term used to
distinguish the inhabitants of a local
hozch, most of whom are First Lieuten-
ants.
*HTHOUSAND--4 Vietnamese  expression
ranking degrees of pleasure/isplessure.
The higher the number, the more displea-
sure, EX: Number (me is very good.
Number ten thousand is very poor,

Pey Arp ¢y

who wes bluffing? Time simply stopped,

Then, in o flash, Memesan, who had
just delivered birth and whose bedy was
meking milk, yanked up the right side
of her blouse, grabbed her bressiere
and pulled, exposing her righi ¥iéast,
which she then squeezed whils lihging
toward our RLO, squirting milt haphaz-
ardly over her path of action, trying
to shoot him, '

Certainly, he was amazed, and quiie
unprepared, He had never been attacksd
by a breast before,

But uncertainty gave way to actim,
and he moved out of her path, and ait
of the room., The situation had gottn
out of hand altogether,

In the end, Memasan relented and
washed the shirt, perhaps securc in e
knowledge that at least her honor ws
protected, her pride intact, even if

i e wa e _shirt. .
4 FEW WORDS FROM DUSTCFF 96 !

e beautiful scenery of the .dgi-.
Valley, further arranged from numr..
ous B-52 strikeg has been the topic of
conversation this month, with all our
crews getting frequent . opportunities
to check on the day-to-dey changes in
the bomb craters, Flight crews &nove
taken such a liking to the scerery that.
we no longer land .forrmedevacs but in-
stead use hoists that are overtaxed oy
use in 83 missions for 155 peotients axd
are rapidly wearing out, .

With typicol "No Slackh

entimsizm

- LTC Charles Dyke!s 2/327th Infant=y

Battalion has built us a £18l1d gtand-
by helipad at his CP a Firc Base Fury,
ouwr only availabls helipad in the west..
ern arca of operation., Through <thics
undertaking we are able to swoop from
our lofty mountain peak evacurting
patients from the Valley ia truo "Eagle
Dustoff fashion,

Distinguished Flying Crosses have
been awardedto 1LT Otis D Bvans by the
44th Medical Brigado ard WQL Richard W
Obrecht from the Commanding Genersl, Stt
Infantry Division, for efforts while sup
porting combat operations in the south
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We can always use & pramotion or two,
and this moath we had eight or nins

A

b
Pepending on bow you count then, :
Jerry T. lee was promoted +to 1LT,
and Wllliam T, Dillard and Stanley R.
- w2 were promoted to CWO,

Beian R, Fox and Rarl T. Vhite were
promoted to SF5, and Steven E, Arnold,
.amegd, Margro,and Thomas T, Lounsber-
ry were promoted to SFP4,

As far as the ninth promotion goes,
we found out that SP4 Joseph H, Camp~
pul] had been a SP4 a good while, There
had beer a mixnp on his promotion or-
ders which wes not discovered until
this month,

# * * *
Going on RER this past month were:
WOl Michael L, McKenna--Bangkok
Wot. Max E, Tucker--Tokyo
SP5 Stephen B Francis--Sydney
SP5 Clement G Grillo—Tokyo
SP5 Larry E Wagoner—Hong Xong
SP5 Thomas E,Collins-Tokyo
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