
..• 

1 May 1969 

E·AGL E DUST OFF 
Commanding Officer: Major Robert R. Cloke 
Platoon $ergeant: SFC Thomas L. Ross, Jr. 

Air Ambulance Platoon 
326th Medical Battalion 
lOlst Airborne Division 
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CPT Robert D. Sawyer just couldn't 
ml!.lce up his mind where he wanted to go, 
so he just ·packed up and left. There are 
some people around here that wish they 
could do the same, but · unfortunately 
can't. 

At the ~irst of the month, CPT Baw-­
yer moved from the CP to Battalion HQ 
to become the S-3 officer since thefOI'­
mer S-3 officer had DEROSed. So, CPT 
James C. Danby moved into CPT Sawyert s 
vacant slot. 

Then, after a period of less then 
t-wo week~, CPT Sawyer himself got long 
avai ted orders to be released from act­
i ve duty. He vas released more ·than 
100 days prior to his actual DEROS on 
this, bis second tour in Vietnam. 

His depart~e from S-3 left that 
slot·again vacant, so CPT Danby moved 
from the CP' to take that post • 

. Sailors cheered. llurses nnohcd biil I 
·1, Slll1±~· this happened for Dustof'f 901, I 

8 nd crew, be ca use he did it. He got a. I 
CP.ke and a party for doing it. 

l Now, you may be wondering just what ; 

\ 

in the world happened. Okay, DO 901, I 
WO John Shirley, CW2 Robert Black, SP5 1 s 
Barth Cutler and John Friscie. made the 
6, 999th helicopter landing on the USS I 
~anctuary, a Nave.l hospi tel ship. That's I 
nothing special, you say. 

However ••• they took arr' h."'ving l 
cleverly left something behind, and I 
landed once more to pick it UJi theroby 
me.ld.ng the 7,000th helicopter landi;:?g. 

Ir ~.t first you don 1 t succeed, try, 
try again. Sometimes maxims do p-;:,y off, 
don't they? · j 



(Editor's Note: In April this unit 
Dulled c. record total or 105 hoist mis­
~ioris, co;;ie.uming 124 hours of flight 
tine and ev2.cu::· tiz1g 165 patient;s sup­
porting Division Operations.) 

Slowly wo p .. sscd abovo the treetops, .I 
look;i..ng for ®Y sign of SiilokG fil.toring I 
fro!!:. the jungle Ct'!now just beneat..'-i cur 
skids. We could hcP:.r t:1e men on tho I 
radio, but good grief, w'uo cen see any- 1 

one in jungle like t~ . .-: t? Troos, tall I 
tr::cs, wi t..11 foil:;.gc gromi toget.:"i.er in . , 
l ... Jors _,_bove tho jungle noor, hiding 
>Ihl'ltever Yl'ls oonce.th, be it !l'.11n or S!i10ke, 
~·:ci~}i.ld er foe. 

11You 1 re cOlll.ing touerd nie nov, 11 S'1id 
Voice excitedly, 11you1rn just ::?.bout to 
;.~ec.ch i:.1e now. 11 

7rom the jungle floor it is ti!Uch 

r•· ,:~i'.lr to see the helicopter, e. l:irger 
. · .. · : g·:::t out.liood agzL"lst the sky" an!! 

;·.'1ooshing noisi.iy, than it i.3 to sec 
··:·r ··.et'ne on the jt'llglo floor fro:u1 the 
~·:olico".'tcr 100, maybe· 200 feet nbove. 

11Dustoff, you're right over me ••••• 
'.--::1::.. just passed me. n 

D~rn below, ·with the Voice, tYo men 
.-' .1 ~ wou.."1ded, two m soldiers uho neod­
'. l .;;:v~ cu:: ti• n. It is on the side of a 
· · .. 1:ntain, and the growth is ree.lly har.d 
:~.) believe unless 7cu1 'V!3 noun above it 
or ~;e.lkcd through it. . 

~he smoke had ~p9earod, yollov wisps 
floating through the green le:::ves, but 
it hc-.d floF.1.teC. too f ;;r dew the ridge 
lino froc1. the ground unit before ap­
pearing. It w.:.s little help. 

Using the voice-active ted ho:::uing dO:. 
vice was about t~1e only va7 tq find 
the 'unit~ Ono p:.l.ss. Two passes. Three 
then four. Closer every time, but we 
were still p:=.ssing over. 
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\ DusToFF CAN °BE. \ 
A B\G LE.TPOWN 0 
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Fuel :was a problera. So ~s Ch:·rlie 
if he w~.s still in tbc are~. 

Fintlly, t!10 ship :::topped. "You 1 rG 

right over no, Dustoff, right over me. 11 

On both sides of t11e sbip, crovch.iof 
:".nd medic le::ined out, str~.ining their 
eyes for any sign of life below. None. 

•,..--------
.· ·; 

11Dustoff, I 1 m. scndi..ig a nan right 
u:1der you 'Without e shirt on. He's go­
int to w::-vo his ~.r..J.s. ~ee if Y'""U can 
sec~ • 

. Seconds pL1.ss, long seconds. 
(Continued next. page ) 
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IIOIBT HJ:Ssron co::IT:um-::n 

11S1r, I th.ink I see some mover.ient •••• 
clo-wn there·. Come rig!1t about ton foet, 
s5.r," says the .crevch.5 .. ef. "Yes, Itve 
got l"±i1 •. 11 

"You 're r:i.cht over us now, .. Dustoff, 11 

says t~1c Voice on t2:.e grou..1.ld. 
"It m. lowcr~.:7.:" 'G!:le penctra tor now, sir;' 

&,ys tho crew ch5.11f a.s h3 s•rl.!~.~s 5.t out 
of tho sll:'.p o.nd starts loverin~ 5.t. 

The hoJ.o in the canopy is small to 
bJp,:J.n w:i.th, and 5 .. ts · size and shape 
!::~"'1? c:1;;: ng:;_113, · ch.:e to t!:e rotor w. sh 
blo•,:i..ng and s~readi11g t:.10 foilage ~elow. 

A5.r tu.rbt'.le:::.cc, austs of \-r.i.lld, fight 
-:~1J.'.1 ship, ; "l:.!d .. z1r; a llov ~r, a good hover, 
:;,-.:..'rt to ho:1 .. d. 

(r.:: both side::; the crG'WtleMbers are 
w :.cll:lne ti10 w~;.ip of -the rotor blo.de, 
::: . ~:~ng m.i.re it do'.."' :mt t go too qlose ~ 
.: '._, nearby trees, taJJ~ir'!g to t:1e pilot 
. .-. '~- d:i.rc ct:! .. ng b5.l!l in the hover. 11Sv.i.ng 
]Ci"J: ta5J. a l:i..tt.le to tl2c r:'.ght, a~out 
.hree fce·l;, sir. Tl:at 1s f5.r'.o 7 s~ .. r. Hold 

: .. .-~:::- stondy, now. Yot1 1rc loold.ng ~ood 
· · .~ > t t~J.ere, s~.r. n 

;;l'enntrl!tor 1 s do'W!l, sir. 11 As . soon 
:·.t tonci1es grot1..J.1cl, t:1e grou.11d unit 

: .. ,,;:r1s tl10 tw pa.ti:mts, yanks the slac."t 
:.• .. ; t~1c c,'.'bJ..e, an~. tlln ho:tst moves up a­
:,1::..:i.~!. C·rly about t:1:'.:rty seconds, tb:irty 
l•.0:.,1~ seconds, l~v.; pa.:::::::cd. 

;:com:i.ng·up, s:1.r. 11 ~row the . problCLl 
~)•r:-::;L1cs not drag!S:\.:1g tbe pa tiants up 
-;~~~-!•·:n.i_~h tho trees. The sh:i.p nm.st be as 
r.i-~;;,~· .. dy as vrlwn t:10 ponetr~ tor vc:11t down. 

So!:iot:i.~es tb.':'! vc:.th is suooth. other 
t.:::~cs 'tJ.'1.e po.t~:.ont'" "!.s brou;;:::t u:i, stopped, 
r.~0v,-:;d left, bro1'. :~.~.t U!' :::. f cv ~;<oru feet, 

""· - . 
::-.-1::1.-'·:d. r5.::ht, a.n( thus until he rco.ches 
-;~-~·.r~ 0:.i.rcraft. At tlw.t point, just be­
J_'";' the sk.i.ds, th~ crew chl.cf ··stopp out­
;~• '.t..:= tl1e s:1ip onto the sldc.1s :ind gu.:i.des 
::.: r, pe. ti en ts ~-~:side by !w.n( while the 
;·: :-\:i.c opcratr.s the ho:i.st coi.1tro).s. Once 
:..i •.::i~.clc, tl1e s~tlp heads them up a.id IiDVC'..S 
'i;b.cm out. 

A s5.gh of rcJ.:i.-:f. A tl:!llnks iron t.L1.e 
~011-J.!d un5 .. t. · A 1Jr".1~t.li of fresh air 
~.1.c.,m ~.n the slJ.:"p at J20 lmcts. ..!\. haz­
rc1·dnus job that 1s over • 

i\VVARDS 
D:IBTilmUISZD FLYii:!G· GROOS 

lLT or IS D •. ZVA:f.3 (1st OLC ) 
CW2 STl1.i:!IZY n.. P!J)~! 
lLT Gl'.:fil_UJ Li. TQ~ 

EROii"ZG STAR 

UlJ ROBERT R. CLO:;E {1st OI.C) 
cw2 lC !~ •. TUC~R 
cw2 l-ilC:!.iillL L. !'i.clIBi-1!".A. 
SFC TI:m!."i.S L. ROSD, JR. 
SF5 I~D't-Ilu'..D T. S~UI:IDER 
SP5 DAVID L. WCODS 

AIR H~Dil.L w 11V11 

AIR ~EDAL 

! 1AJ ROBERr R. CLO:ra 
SP5 DAVID L. weens 

,, 

37th OLC 
12th-14th OLC 
7th- 9th OlC 
6t~l0th ow. 

5th OLC 
3rd OLC 

DAi:i 

SP5 Al1i:..DOR G. SAI°!.CI~Z , 
SP5 EDW:..F.D T. SEIAi'!D:~ j 
CW2 !!IC!IA:;L L. McIG!mA; 
SF5 T~IOB\.S :~. RCLI.S 

BAl-1 
BAiJ: 
IlA!i 
DAr! 

lL't' Tl10r.1a.S I-I. l~Crary 
WOl JOillJ II. SIJ.IRIEY. 
WOl JOI:H W. W~IT .. '.i.:2:R 
sP5 n:c::::ARD L. om.::nn 
SP5 J..:u:·:;;> .A.. I-:ARG:.10 

m orY.s D. EV.A:-rs 
WOl JOim :::: • BIZSS r;G 
WOl ~rtAJ::c:i:s I1. D'. HICilli:l·l3 
SF5 S'E~n:;:-zn p. !J~BICH 
SP5 BAi.1.T~I T. Cu~IER 
SP5 J~·Es .1:cirn:sor1 
SF5 BRJ'.L~·! R. FOX 
SF5 TARRY r:. WAi~Ol:ZR 

SP5 :rJlltL T. W".t:iIT.:.~ 
SF 4 TIIOMl\.S E. COLLIITS 
SP 4 L'\. 'WREi.TCE IL.UL :IS, .m. 



It shoi.i! .. d t ve. happened on April 
Fool's Day, for "'C:1a t 'WO'Uld l:i.ave been 
far nore appropriate t.i:a:ing, bu.t it 
didJ."'2 rt. 

Everyone tb.01.~.ght They wero kidd~ ..... "'lg 
whon T!1ey se.:1 .. d., 11No more Mlr.-.a:.a.;.1s. 11 

Good gr~ .. efl T~t ncans s.h5.ninG shoes 
o.:1c1 wash5.i::.;.- clothes anc~ sweeping floors 
P .. m1 • • • and wr!;:. 

T•,m,. •-•··r"'"" ft ,_..;~ i..;11,.. 11.~de,.,..~ fro-•11. .J. .... J n·..- ·!.:.&.. ~L~..._.-:.:., • VJ.. :.;...1a -

Ilnadc:-_ri,1rtcrs. 
:no more r.13..:,•asans. 
So, th5.::: 11o:~t!1 -was 15..!;:~ a p~r5 .. oc.1 of 

hc1j'...~st;;·0;.1t, SP.Ch as OllC encou..-iters i.."1 
!:'any pllasoo of life, Dack to tl1c ba.ch­
cl~r "}3 .. f e. 'fhc ;"it.id doe sn rt co1:10 :i..n on 
T:!::r.sdays a.ny:.1o:::e. 

:;:t 1 s r::i.tl1er ftm:-:y to see gro\n.1 :;:;ien, 
o.tt:!.rscl ii.! 1J!:l.0rt,-; or cutoffs 1 stoILiping 
i::~.osh:'!U! t:~i; wakz- ~.n ~ns, v.1.th their 
f·· ot 'Wh~J.c t!1cy 11"1.sh11 t.~c:'"..r cJ .. othes i.."1 
· . .- ... ,:' pans. T~:wy 1 re do~..:lt the Li ttlc 
C:::u~~ H:i.;il"\;c·~-~:cr ron"'.;~..110, not was..ung 
~';'.·:tho::;. At J .. ce.st everyone .bas cloon 
z, st now. 

No 11ore l~sans. 
Anot"11er era -;;>asses. 
'.i'he w.r againgt dirt escaJ..atos. 

·=; .. \}IE DU;J'fO:i."L' is a mntl.1..ly p:i..blica­
'.! t:.on of the ! .. 5 .. r k:ib:.'!...l..a.."lce Platoon, 
" J~St.h 1-:-::dic~J. Datta.lion. 

I
?( ·:1,.JIT'OR: SI5 ~arl T. White 

CART·OOHIST: SP5 Br-i,"'n R. Fo3x -----

., 
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. ·· 

With the flu.rry of a.ct.~.v:i .. ty- in­
volved in support::..ne tl:!roe m.."'.jor cora­
ba t o~;>cro. tions 1 plate on pcrson:~.oJ .. lJL>.ve 
stj .. 11 f ou.!d til."le to \t':lcc:r.ie our nsv 
f~CCS ru:cl S"Wa;J 111-JO.r dori0s 11 w.1 .. t:_i t.'lie 
raa.113· dcpe..rt .... e;. .. ln!'d a1Yl hm1or core- . 
manics co~1s1.'.flcd time 1 but were vr:lcone 
ch.:msr-is of pi?.pc. 

Our· C~ .. sl1 Rescue Sncci.::.J::'.:3ts :-:,_..,_~1e 

been gett.:n~ t:: . .:-.t "let do\,E.11 foeJ..::..ng 
qui.to regi:Llo.rly n.s t:1cy r:;_c.o t;.10 j'll1E;­
le n..=:nctrc.tor ~ .. nto ·Gl.10 · s::i.to of ~O\·mcd 
a.5..rcrcws. Thc-.ee 1.1en ar:: tl:c f5.rat a~lcl. 
only mon :i11to tl1c a1 .. ca 6.:.1c1 nu.st r~'" on 
thc:i.r s~;:ill in ro.piC..1y ew.clli" .. t::.::lg the 
a.ircre"tor bcforo 11Cl2r]5e" g-:-;ts ::i..:.~.to the 
act. SP5 Br:!.rui Fox w.s prcacntcd t:1c 
.!;i..r l·.bdcJ_ v::i .. tl1 11V11 cloV':i .. ce- :for il.-i.s kt­
est cr0u recovery :i..!1 an ir.:ti-:ireE~.:::.vs c.­
v.ci .. rd ccreoony co:ndu..cted by I.C.jor GcneP. 
al Z..:.is, E"..L!On~ the Cn1.Jt1:Ted e(:u.:i.pE.Cil~G 
fro~ Operation lhsc.:i..chus;:·ctts Str~.:r.or 
(.:U1 tl10 A Shau V al:ley) • . 

Two ncv ~ircraft coriE:.2.ndcr::; jo:i.11cd 
the :ranks to :.icJ..p fiJ.J.. th.; r!F-'";) or those 
lc-.aving or :pro:w.otcd to o·i;lle~ · pos~;tions 
Congrt;.t~:0.at5.Gus to CW2 E:dn.o;::id 11'..'.)D .. '.~r, 
Duotoff 900, ~r.~d WOl G·:or;:;o· 8"k::ip, D-.!t:i"'c­
off 90~. 



· There can be no more Oii1L"1011s begin­
n5.rJg to a .!!lOilth than 1'ti.y has-to s~t 

· out 't.r.i.th a day whose name~- synonr-ous 
vr.i_th d.:i.saster-~f.I!".JAII One trembles at 
the mere thou~h:t of disastroue pos~iL~ 
:i.1 j_ ties. 

We do have SOllle comforts, mind you, 
such as the Guns of Ba.var:rone · wbich 
are parked. just on the next hill ~ 
8.lways manage to serenade us to sleep. 

Those 8 inchers are good !or morale 
. -when they leave. 

-Speaking of leaving..~ wb.a woulchtt 
::_;_~:·.: to, tho following .IJCoplele.t't tD.is 
month: 

CPr Robert D. Sa.~er, r!!lea.se fran 
Ac+:b·e duty 

,;.GT David ?t. Pritt, JO day special 
~ve 

SP5 Anthony T. Burdo, to a hospital 
tr.. the States 

SP5 Ray M •. Mayberry, to Fort Caill];r 
\,~ll, Kentucky ( Hospitalized ) 

S?5 Kenneth Ramsey, emergency leave 
8F5 Jol:m Friscia, to 44th Med Bd.e 
~·Te also leerned that SP5 Michael P. 

M«::L4Ule -was reassigned to Fort sn1, Ck­
l41tcJllC. 

7·Tew personnel this ·l&LOilth are as 
···11.:Low: 

CW2 Willi.am A.'?if'~, a pilot from 
·'..,!i.:: 'nth AJ:'t:ilJ.ery, WO fiev Di:si;off Ou 
c, -::-.,:13vious Vietnam tour. · 

·· '3P4 Ronald Crockett, medic, from C 
. C p

1 
326th Med Bn 

SP4~ F.red Hughes aild SP4B:tTy Plautz 
Crash rescue specialists, · ft-oil the 
St.r:.tes. . 

'.3P4 Gary Runge.# ~die> tram 2/506th 
~-k!ltry . . 

FEC David Reed, cra.sh...rescue · man, 
-4n• 523rd Engineers • "" 

P:-oraoted tw.s month 11ere: 
CW2 t s Ro bcrt B. Black, Hi.cha.el L. 

Plc.'~a!'~a, a11d M:l.x E. Tucker 
.c;p51 s Anthony T. Burdo and Lc!.;.;rance 

H~-M"is, Jr. 
Going en lca.ve and ~ during Apr:i..J. 

(;&i°'"r~: 
~.!ajar Robert R. Cloke, f'iong Kong 
;:w2 tfi.cb.a.e l L. Mc.Kenna, Sydney 
SFC Tb.oma.s L. Ross, J"r., Tokyo 
SP5 Gregory ;;.. Brown, i:Iong Kong 
SP5 Stephen B. Francis, Taipei 
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MO!!ITIU ST.1 T IST ICS 

OS 823 
VN Civ 161 
n;:n ~ 2.:; 
ARVN' 47 
POw/SUSP 4 
wmm: J 
cr.i:mR 2 

TO!AL 1063 

~IDilT PATEN'IS: 

Iay 962 
Night ..J&.l.:" 

TCTAL l0S3 

MISSIOMS: 

Day 599 
Hi;;ht ....'.U 

Tor.AL 672 

HOJET OT ~J:ZA.TICE: 

Missions 105 
Pati.ents 165 
Hours 124 

FLICh"!r T ~: - -
Day 510 
rlight • 56 

Ta.rAL 566 

~AVG MO !\.VIA.TORS FSi-iT FOR DUTY 

CF! COHMT DA: T..GE 1. 
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