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CPT Robert D. Sawyer just couldn't
make up his mind where he wanted to go,
so he just packed up and left. There are
some people around here that wish they
could do the same, but  unfortunately
can't.

At the first of the month, CPT Squ--
yer moved from the CP to Battalion HQ
to become the S-3 officer since thefor-
mer S-3 officer had DEROSed. So, CPT
James C. Danby moved into CPT Sawyer's
vacant slot.

Then, after a perisd of less than
two weeks, CPT Sawyer himself got long
awaited orders to be released fromact-
ive duty. He was released more ° than
100 days prior to his actual DERCS on
this, his second tour in Vietnsam.

His departure from S-3 left that
slot again vacant, so CPT Danby moved
from the CP' to take that post.

. Sailors cheered. Nurses flashed big |
Smile.;. .

A1l this happened for Dustoff 901
end crew, because he did it. He got a
crke and a party for doing it.

Now, you may be wondering just what
in the world happened. Oksy, DO 901,
WO John Shirley, CW2 Robert Black, SP5's
Barth Cutler and John Friscis made the
6,999th helicopter landing on the USS
banctuary, a Naval hospitzl ship. That's
nothing speclal, you say.

However . . . they took off, having
cleverly left something behind, and
landed once more to pick it up theroby
mzking the 7,000th helicopter landing.

If at first you don't succeed, try,
try sgoin. Sometimes maxims do pay ofi‘
don't they?




(Editor's Note: In April this unit
nulled & record total of 105 hoist mis-
sions, cousuming 124 hours of flight
time and evacurting 165 patients sup-
porting Division Operations.

Slowly we pmsscd above the trectops,
looking for enysign of smoke filtering
from the jungle canopy just benecath arr
skids. We could hear the men on the |
radio, but good grief, who cen see any- |
one in jungle like th-t? Trees, tall
trces, vith foilage growm together in |
l~7ers =bove the juogle floor, hiding
whatever was benceth, be it men or smoke,
frisad or foe.

"Wou're coming toverd me now," said
Voice excitedly, "you'rs just about to
rezch me now."

Vrom the jungle floor it is much
o xiar to see the helicopter, e larger
- eoeg3t outlined ageinst the sky and
icoshing neisiliy, then it 13 to see
=eone  on the juagle floer from the
eliconter 100, mayber 200 fect above.

"Dustoff, you're right over me.....
=21 just passed me.”

Iayn below, with the Voice, two men
. o2 vounded, two US soldiers who need- |
i1l eveeurticn. It is on the side of a |
~ wmbain, and the growth is reelly hard
> believe unless you've flowun agbove it I
or talked throvgh it.

The smcke had :spnearcd, yollow wisps
floating tarcugh the green leszves, but
it hed floated too far down the ridge
line frow the ground wnit before ap-
pearing. It was little help.

Using the voice~activated homing do-
vice wes about tie only way to find
the unit. One psss. Two passes. Threc
then four. Closer every time, but we
wvere still p=seing over.

Fuel was a problea. So was Ch-rlie
if he was still in theo srea. :

Finelly, the ship stonped. "You're D‘\ o)
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right over ne, Dustoff, right over me.” LEYLAND
On both sides of the ship crewchiof | /" p / \/
and medic leoned out, straining their J A '
eyes for any sign of life below. KNone. 4 :
"Dustoff, I'm sending a man right 4 ' :

vider you without ¢ shirt on. He'ls go-
int to wevec his srus. See if y~u can
sec him.
. Seconds pass, long scccnds.
(Continued next page)




[IOIST MISSIOIl COMTI:U:

"Sir, I think I sece some movement....
down there, Come right about ten feet,
sir," says the crewchief. "Yes, I've
got him," .

"ou're right over us now,.Dustoff,"
says the Voice on tie ground,

"I'm loweriny the nenetrator now,siry
seys the crew chinf as he swings it out
of the shin and starts lowering it,

The holo in the cancpy is small to
“boein with, and its’ sizc and  shape

krao chenging, due to  the rotor wash
blowing and spreading the foilage below.

Air turbulemce, gusts of wind, fight
i ship, :wking a hovzr, a good hover,

4 to hold,

(3 both sides the crowmenbers  are
euchiing thae  wiip of the rotor blade,
izing sure it dovsn't go too close to
<onearby trees, telking to tie nilot
dirccting him in {the hover, "Swing
yorr tail a little to the right, about
“hree fcet, sir, That's fire, sir, Hold
Lo stoady, now, You're looking  good
-~ ~ht there, sir,"

Penntrator!s down, sir," As . soon
. %% tonehes ground, tie ground unit

s the twe pationts, yanks the slack
@ coble, and thn boist moves up a-
wzin.,  Only about thirty scconds, tidrty
Loz seconds, have pasced,

“Coming up, sir," Now the  problem
esones not dragging the patients up
tThweough the trees, The ship must be as
sTinedy a8 wiien the penctrotor weat down

Sonotimes tho path is smooth, Other
tines the paticnt is brought un, stopped,
irovad left, bronzht up & fow aore feet,
mwved right, and thus until he reaches
e aircraft, At that point; just be-
I the skids, the crew chiof “stopg out-
pide the saip onto the skids and guides
Lo petients inside by hand while  the
7odic operates the hoist controls, Once
ipide, the ghip heads them up and roves
then out, :

A sigh of relicf, A thonks fron the
around wnit, - A Lrocth of  fresh air
Ylowm in the shp at 120 knots, 4 haz-
nrdous job that's over,
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It should!ive happened on April
Foolls Day, for +that would have been
far nore appropriate timing, but it
didn't, :

Everyone +thought They wero kidding
viion They seid, "No more Maragans,"
Good griefl That mmang shining shoes

a¢ wasiin: clothes and sweeping floors
and , . . and worlk,

They wirentt kidding,
ileadcvarters,

Hio more marasans,

So, tiris montih wag 1ilio a period of
adjustront, svch as one encounters in
many phases of life, Pack to the bach-
elor 1ife. The »2id doean't come in on
Tiwrsdays anynore, '

it's rather funy to see growa uen,

Orders from

-~

%]

oshng the water in pons, with their
o

Tl pans., They're doing the
Cid Wincralker rontine, not
wthes, At lcast
8% Now.

Fo more [armsans,
Another cra passes.

The wor against dirt escalates,

~

Littlic
wasaing
cveryone .ma.gs clean
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15 DUSTOFY is a monthly publica-
tion of the Air Ambulance Platoon,
325th izdicsl Sattalion,

AIITOR:  SF5 Rarl T. White

CART OOLIXET: SP5 Erian R, Fo3x

—— Ve NS 0 ra
H

 been getiinn

A FEW WOEDS FROM DUSTOFF 66

With the flurry of activity in-
volved in supporting three moajor com-
bat owcrations, platcon persomrel have
gtill found time to wnlcome our new
faces and swep "wor ctories" with the
many depertres. - ward and honor ccre-—
monics consiped time, bul were welcome
changes of pace,

Our- Crash Roscue Sneci:ilizts Lnve
tiot "let down" feeling
quits regularly as tacy ride e jung-
le pruetretor into the . site of cowned
ajrcrews, Theege uen arc the f£irgt aad
only men intoc tie arca and mstrcly on

beir skill in rapidly evacveting the
aircrew bofors "Charlie" acts inrdo the

act, O8F5 Brian Fox was prescoted tie
Lir Medcl vith "M device for hig let-

est crew recovery ia an impreszive o-

ward ccremony conducted by ikajor Gener
al Zais, among the captired equipment

from Cperatvion lhscacimszevts Striloer

(in the A Shau Valley). N

Two new aircraft comeciders joined
the ranits to help f£ill. thie gon of those
leaving or promotnd to otier- positiong
Congretilaticns to CW2 Edmond itnllrer,
Ductoff 900, cnd WOl CGoorger Steuw, Dust-
off 7072,

+ RECORD PLAYERS

ARE OUTooo .
FANS ARE IN.




"There can be no more ominous begin-~

* ning to a month thsn Mey has—to start
"out with a day whose mame is synouymous
with disaster—I!LIDAY! Ope trembles at
the mere thought of disastrous possib-
ilities,

We do have some ccmforts, mind you,
such as the GCuns of Havarrone which
are parked just on the next hill and
alvays menage to serenade us to sleep.

Those 8 inchers are good for morale
..~—yhen they leave,

mee.k:x.nﬁ of leaving.and wio would=h
iil: to,the following pcopleleft this
month:

CPT Robert D, Sewyer, release fram
Active duty

=GT David N, Pritt, 30 dey special
Leave

SP5 Anthony T. Burdo, to a hospital
1n the States

SP5 Roy M..Mayberry, to Fort Ca.mp-
bell, Kentucky ( Hospitalized )

SPS Kenneth Ramsey, emergency leave

SF5 John Friscia, to 44th Med Bde

¥e also leermed that SP5 Micheel P,
Mglane was reassigned to Fort Sill, k-
‘“’lom.

Jew personnel this month are as

“2Llows:
uwz William 4 JIiffeny, & pilot from
: TTth Artillery, who flew Distofl oa
& ,_.-ev:.ous Vietnam tour.
3P4 Ronald Crockstt, medic, fram C
‘Co, 326th Med Bo
3P4 _Fred Hughes and SP4 Boxry Plantz

Crhah rescue specialists, ' fran the
‘ces. -
5P4 Gary Runge, medic, from 2/506th
Infcn’fry

PFC David Rced, cra.lerescue man,
£Lrom 523rd F’ngmeers :

Fromoted this month were:

W2's Robert B. Black, Hechael I,
Melenpa, and Max B, Tucker

SP5's Anthony T. Burdo and Lawrence
Harris, Jr.

Going cn lcave and RER dwring April
were:

iajor Robert R. Cloke, fiong Eong

SW2 Micheel L, HcKemna, Sydney

SFC Thomas L. Ross, Jr., Tokyo

SP5 Gregory =. Brown, Hong Hong

SP5 Stephen B, Francis, Taipei
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MOITIIY STATISTICS

Patients Evacuated:

s 823
VN Civ 161
}¥ED CAP 23
ARVN &7
POW/SUSP 4
CARTE 3
OPIER 2

TCTAL 1063

DAY/NICLT PATIEHTS:

Dey 962
Night 101
TOTAL 1063
MISS IONS
Day 599
Hight -3
TOPAL 672

HOIST UT ILIZATION:

Missions 105
Patieats 165
Hours 124

FLIGIT TIME:

Day 510
Hight ‘36
TAAL 566
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